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HONOUR ROLL 


















Ce el LE Pas») 
C5 ai QG CAES 
Bay GDL. Gat Qa. © 


CA og CS -€ oF 
, SS EN oS 
MST oral 





BE" SEBS 
Pe ank 
2ALA2FE 
:EBB«E 
SLEB2RA 
£e#r51A 





Ethnic Community 





ta 


one 














Club Allegri 













ME Tr 
te FM 


Baseball 


gh 239.999.9.2 ve, 
Seca 


), 











Soccer 





aiden 





Women’s Softball 








Hockey 

















Bowling 











Weightlifting 





Early Residents 











AGGIS, Freeman M. 
ena ear dé 








































































BATTISTUZZI others 





BASSETT, Henry Pans Ti, ta in 


ae à 








ane eras 
Seacrest 















































CAVERSON, Psnie ‘CERANTOLA, Emi 





















































































































































DIMATTEO, Gabeppe 







































































4 
& 
Ff 





‘GEOFFREY, 




































































































































































































































































Early Weddings in Coniston 





Good Old Fashioned Fun 


al 








Separate School Teachers — 1913-1982 





Separate Schoo! Teachers (Cont) 





Coniston Continuation 
School Teachers 
1925-1962 





Public School Trustees 
1913-1968 incl. 





Doctors & Dentists 
1913 - 1983 











Municipal Government 






















Town Councils 

















‘PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE 


‘camps on urs FROM 


‘Univenstry OF TORO} 


THIS POCKET 


TO LIBRARY 























THE 
CONISTON STORY 


PUBLISHED BY 
THE CONISTON HISTORICAL GROUP 
‘COPYRIGHT 1985 





Acknowledgements 


“The Coniston Historical Group wisest express ap 
previstion to Heath and Welfare Canada New Horizon, 
A provided the neesry fonds tose up hs group With 
the rues equipment and the major portion of the 
MWe also thank the Ministry of Citizenship and Culture 
(ita for He sontibotion to M cover the cost of 
printing 

To ie many zens who assed by proving pictures 
and information they makings project a succes and 
Lo those Ida who, even thou they were not où the 
Arf committee, took on age blocks of residences, 
ferviewing and preparing the material = Ve ate realy 

"Fo Ces Giroux, a farmer Separate School principal, and 


leachers Fred W. Harvie, Duncan J. Pierce, Miss 
Victoria Malin, ad the Grade 10 students OA ofthe 
Coniston Contation School who made te frst efforts 
forecord some history of this own, wesay, "Thank 208 

‘No doubt a number of events have been ovtlooked. À 
number of ery residents may not have besa recorded But 
‘re ou only insert what we rue and the extent pace 

"We tris thers that come str us wll continue 1 UP 
date Coniston’ Bon asthe Years 80 


CONISTON HISTORICAL SENIOR GROUP 
Op _stelehe 


M: Sols, Chaman 


ee 


Remerciements 


Le Groupe Historique de Coniston veut exprimer sa reson 
rasancs us Mine de Santé et Ben Etre du gouverne 
nent de FOnaro au, par eur stro, à perms publica 
thon de ce bee historique de Coniston 

Nous sommes reconmassants envers le Ministre de 
CcoyennererCaltore pour eur aide nes Les cous dim 
prime de ce pro 

‘Nowsremercons fou es toyen qui nous on procuré 
de Photos, de informations ionique importantes, des 
fas de compléter ce roe import. 

‘Cecile Giroux, ane anceme dirétice de l'école 
séparé aux protests red W. Hari, Duncan J. Pete 
Mle W Malkin aux dia dea! 10 anne de FO 
Qui on compile prem fats hioriques de Const 
Sous les en remeron. 








Sans doute, plusieurs événements ont pers jamal 
par exemple, nous avons pu rouellir aucun dail de 
usure premiers rent de Colston. Cependant, nous 
von fai nore porte pour lue le pus de dztals 
ionique possible, Pour es ere, es omsions, nous 
‘ous demandons indulgence. 

Nous asaons ur Hitrique de Coniston ten incomplet 
now souhaitons de fou notre coeur gue lev eenralions 
finuessaront reconnaitre importance de note histoire 








Le groupe Historique de Coniston 


D lake 


M: Sol, président 








The authors ofthis book are member of the Coniston 
Hisoreal Group. and ler interet people he com 
muni who wihed fo preserve te mano of Coniston 
nd pass them onto fue generations. 

Thecommitce vas formed sd the projet launched, at 
the suggestion of Mike Sls at mewting held May 22, 
1980, aie Coniston Pubic Library. Some een persons 
attend that st meeting. Aboard of dretrs was lected, 
projet aslenents dstabted and an appcaton was made 

‘Mike Sols was skied chairman and project co 
géo Janes Fors as named sett, Nan 


Authors 


Ensiwood, Dave Cresswell, Wiliam Coppo, AN. “Mile 
Ole, Cele Alber Marie Coppo, Jesh Mle Bia 
Fran Forest, Rep MacNeil and Audrey Veno 





Other member of te commie ae Rev. Angelo Cars 
Rev. Dens Savgnie, Re Robert Lumley, Rev. Martin 
Balagus, Willa Tohasoa, Jack Stace, Paul Behun, 
Francoise Comacctio, Eda ignolio, Joe Muni, Leslie 
(Cresswell and ita Cresswell, 


(Others, 100 numerous to mention, have joie the group 
sues formation and ave contrat portant stoic 
‘mater The altace received from Tom Parsi, Uso 
“Coma and Len Piers alo reel aeknowidaed 





Les Auteurs 


Les auteurs de oe lve ont es membres du Groupe 
Historique de Coniston et us plusieurs autres coyens de 
la communauté qui ésrienprewerver Phsore de 
(Conston pout les peérations futures 

Le 22 mat 1980, à le suggestion de Mike Solsk, une 
prière ani ext el trae municipale See pe 
‘eones cen! présentes: un bureau de direeurs fut Gu, 
Fouvrage dhtrué a une application pour un ool at 
Maistre de la Santé et du Ben Bre 

Mike Sols fur eu président et coordonnateur du pro 
jet James Forel fr du seetare ot Wiliam Walker 
{reser Ler sirecears dur fren es susan: Araye 


Eastwood, Dave Creme, Willa Copp, AH. Mile 
live, Cécle Alber, Mare Coppo, Jean Maric Bids 
PraneesFovestell, Reg MacNel et Audrey Veno. 

‘es autres membres du com fret les suivants: Ré 
Aneso Carso, Rev Denis Siena, Rv. Robe Lume 
Rey. Martin Balas, William Johnson, Jack Sacey Pat 
Behn, François Comacshi, Eda Brena, Joe Nis 
i Lene Cresoell et Etta Creme 

Plaats autres personnes ont conibue à ce projet et 
ous remercions remet. La contain de Ugo 
{Comacchio, Tom Parade 120 Pole et foret 























In the Beginning 
Coniston After Mond Nickel 
Our Churches 

Our Schools 

Our Organisations & Clubs 
Ethnic Community 

Sports & Recreation 


Barly Residents. 


CONTENTS 





In The Beginning 







1910 Count indicate thatthe ve man counal 

posed of Reeve Wel. Quesn 

Rochon, Emerer Gautier 

maining soul seat wae occuped 

“id tnt the community of Coniston 

sal of transplant. In 1913, the Mond 

Nickel Company closed ts smeler opera 

Mine, es of wt ow the Cay of Su 
Apnrouimat seven miles eat of he Cy of 

located in Nes 
ding the valley flat ke 
forth, À srecent shaped geo sir pelopcal tue. 








sted a 
by an E 

















‘owas incorporate 
‘Actual stlemeat barely predated 1900, The 
vw ab 


idees in Coniston vas in 1902, John and 





othe forests and 
8 on ether ide 














tye and oats, 
Te 1008, further development Thrust 0 


(nam the CNR) 
‘Const ot far 



















rom the CPR main ine which was pushed through the rex 
An BED Tare years ir. 1908, he CPR contracted the 
Toronto Rom‘ord ine, which en through Canton 

usta usines red to grow rapidly. wel he 
founding families had increased 10 20 number By 130$ 
The numberof single men in contraction, rally and 
lumbering grew so raply that no acsepae count Is 
salable 

There vas a consuming ned for wood in riba con 
struction. As well tremendous amounts of timber were re 
‘ted for dopé Bed raster forthe sling of ore in 
‘hereon. Ther Car Construction Company sted in 
Camber Mito lp met the dist demand fr forest, 
products 

Many who had worksd on the CNR tine throush to 
(Capa decided to Sten the Coniston sen, Seement 





























rares denanged ass of commits and en O 
Be “roots sspeas was tha local residents had 0 
ftael to Sudbury to re and send thls mal. The fis, 





Prior in the area wa conducted, requesting federal 
or 19 eabish teal pot offs 

(Orta agente eet, ut nated area would 
require a name, Dennis Bren, one ofthe early sles, 








à to undertake the search for a name. After ec 
‘Several sygetons, he nares the mame of Coniston. He 

red to abandon hi vm preference, which 0 
{al he commun the Town of Nesion 











‘Curiously, the new name was suggested to O'R by the 
superintendent of railway construction company, TR. 
Rohan, At he tite, Johnson had been reading an Enns 
novel, wie Rad sory sting i the so-called Consion 
Take dur of ossi England. Ottawa accepted the 
tame refered 10 em by Mc O'Brien and exabished the 
Tis Coniston post off. ©" Rhen was named postmaster 

“The Village of Coniston experienced a big surgein growth 
when the haps Mond Nickel Company desided fo move ie 
Vicoria Mine nicer operation fo Conson. Mond Nike 
had operated a mine an sme complex wet of Sudbury 
ia he years beeen 1900 and 1913, 

Unable to expand its Victoria Mines sit, he compas 
looked seriously to tlocting is snster"ewere 
Coniston was chosen, not onl because ofthe favourable 

ton a Coniston, The ore fem all the exing Mod 
‘Nickel mines in the Sodbury Basin could erie y Tall, 
{oa meer in Coniston. 














Also, he company ou ssl sends processed mate, 
y CPR, to Montre and from thereby sp relier 


fr Allcd Mond negotiated for purchase ofthe 
ono ae, es ered at te he 


3,700 acres, thus ending the 
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Tine and rouenly amie 
south: Many ofthe fir 





Du ne ne dau oc 
‘iver tomate Con he Mead Neel Company 
Sees betes 





Power Company had 
on, With the advent of 























Mond Nickel abtainod ts wate fom the Wana 
River. This was pup € 100,00 gallon tank a 
filer, through 600 fet of 0 ich et pip. The Vilage 
Conan a app by a Ginck branch rom the mals 
ins. Water pressure was constant and avira incase of à 
fire 

“Tie company completed the water supply 











sions by 


1913" As well, othe room shook ere bal, a vas 
ae fall combined muta! buldiag and Jal swell, 
{ka custom office Por to 1913, the ony schoo! he 
fret nis à one room lo bling ate south end of wht, 
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res “ 


es sen ce on ster ofiiay Desa operating oa 
sie 


‘When the operation started, the Coniston a 
duces 


ng soled, was cased, Brel and 


ft cars, sae 


two or thee months, deg about one gute of the 


tein DD and Tat 





ram 1909 the Mond interests were sopervsed y à Me 

ose ‘st Moc University, he 

managet, Cores was largely response for 

Sanson program and for the caution ofthe 

"rood Mine Extension n 191, andthe Levack prope de 
med the necessary 

munity during this pe, Amone the 

ho cue from Vitoria Mine 

er became irk of the Townships of 

zis and the fist clerk of the Tow of Comson. 

‘Other merchant. in Coniston Included the ‘Norauay 

Dan Chmara and a MrT. Peller (grocery 

71, Antoine Michaud st up the fr pharmacy. 


the company 
in Vices Mi 
coming Se Andrew United 

















The fist Catholic Church vas established by hard 
working Father Gullaume Lebel 8... who vas ln charge 
fist ad west f Sudbury. Pro fo 










6 wae destroyed by fre in 
PAL: The Mond Nickel Company hen bul te icon 
schools, one publie and one separate, at à cost of about 
$1,000 

1 





‘acquired by the Board atthe 
Site With cho Back pants 
he Ministry of Education an the Mond Nekel Com 
pany, à tensoor schol was bul ar à 2st of $12,000. 
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he dion wae made in 1938. The ld school was sold 
2 high school for Co ents. e served this pur 
Pose righ through to the end ofthe Scan World War 
The nickel boom in the 1920s brought more workers to 
ne Const sete. Pressures developed for moe ung 
‘ofthe ow wae ol fortis purpose eas gery red 
Fumietions om the huge roasting Heaps (40 pls, 32 
2 120 f)and the sort meter stack (73 fh) had made the 
Pannes for agriculture, Ths, he Boudreau fam inthe 
sent ate of Coniston (ho the Carto Alan Scot 
‘ea was abide, Newly amiral aan mae het 
ZA tes area of new subdivision activity © 
around Ecard and Wim Stress. ca 
‘termined by families of Polish and Ukranian ort 
By 1953, 43 men worked atthe Coniston sn 
substantial q 
‘Nevetlesyrensonabe private housing wl Being But 
atime when the average labourers wage wer ony 43 
‘who worked in the smelter. During the boom period oaly 
Tire or four of these were avilable, cote famous system 
Of "hot Belding was used. Men slept in shifts at tha 
Fespecve boarding houses. Theis beds were neve cl 
The Mond Nickel Company redoubled is capitalization 
focthe int World War Iwas soto undereite new ine 
purchases, 
in 1938, C 
but tis vas 





















































on reached a period of stable maturity 
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AD! Carmichas 
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Mi ad String Plan Superintendent KS. Clarke 
Chief Chemist TM, Pars 


Wa, Dethott 


Cher Engineer 
Mechanical Superintendent 


steal Superintendent Win. Soule 
Power Plant Superitendent Gone ilyard 
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Cahier and Che of Office Stat WA, McDonell 
Chit Accountant TA. Ross 
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Coniston After Mond Nickel 


Altera great dea of discution i 192, ther Mond 
sot Interntonal Nickel could agree to develop spa 
Ii, the nh Food red whch they donee ay 
‘ros bth hl propre, To prevent oxy duplication, 
Hs decided the two compares would mere. The Mond 
iis Company and Inematoral Neal Company beet 
tne under De Banner of Inco aterational Ne 
Nas the outcome of a merger Serween he Canadian 
Copper Company and the Orford Copper Company in 
1903. 

ro th pin of vien ofthe wo companies te merge 
tad controle the wor nickel markt front 35 yar 
1 tiny als The new company wasn comic chr 

in 0, nernatinal Niklas prodcing some 107 
millon pounds ke, Aer hee merger the company 
ine, was roc eine that mn when word on 
Sumplon of at 909 was ony a mon pound 

hen he pu hi pe tothe merger document, Lord 
Meta (SE Ludwig ons eda om, Aled), many 
Aout be signed sway te eure of Conon. By 1530, 
any became extremely pessimist, nhs may be 
Thr to abate tis ste of una Lo he merger, but 
noche Factor wa changer ving ade the aera. 
These were gad fo an img Taco operation. 

Improvements were made in the refinery at Clydach, 
wate, The alowed Tor the sition of Mond's 
Beier mate rom Comston, wit no mater ro 
Port Carne, wich contained higher nike and es 

ond bad planed oe Conon its Cain ead 
quarts witha aerate wade tad tbetowa hu, 
ade tc agi of Inco, tht td changed: Copper Ch 
vas to become the Canadian eadguartes Tor the Taco 
‘pein Coniston then bean be ented, ots uch 
A2 dan we could make money (he ld Mond ap- 
rosin, ba as company town whote growth must be 
Revie, Only munagenett and ones cous were 
to be aborted by the company 

‘Despite the fear and unease, the Coniston sneer con 
singed to operate under Ino in mush he sae way asi 
bad under Mond: The copper mike matte was transported 
35 ral to Copper Clif stead of Wales, 

An 2, te onal ier plant was rence by a new 
one Sins mashes were reed namber from out 
ox The amount of ie ore banded was fread and 
the ay ofthe ier forthe Dan formes proved 

















The folowing year he npc of the “Great Depression” 
{lose down, A portion ofthe work fore mas offered to 
Ad ee da wack of work tte Copper CH smelter, 
thick was operating on à reduced bass 

In 1930, anther shock hit the people of Coniston. The 
Walmepise Power Company was sold 10 the Ono 
Tro Ts included she Sanson and MeV generating 
‘ions buts 1905, 1912 and 1928. Te sl deepens the 

To most, it mas clea thatthe benevolent, but growth 
“rented Mond Nickel era as over À new er f pera 
lc appeared fo Hate et in However, wie suspicions 
about Coniston’ fur nerd, other pose events were 
hoping up. By 1953, nok production surpassed the 1929 
fes ty 3 millon pounds: Color er anloymet 
‘rele, things were looking up. A new opis was 
Seveopice 


Something ha 1 be done to consolidate Coniston as à 
community A peti vas Gels cling fr ngore 
oration se Low. This eed in a esoltion big or 

Sarde to the Onaro Muncie Board rom the Corpora 
Vion of Negon and Garson requesting incorporation of 
Coniston. Accordingly te Town of Coniston was incor 
porated unde the Municpal Act by OMB Order ASTI, 





The nomination mewing for yor and concis eld 
on January 1, 1934 Althose nominated were elected by 
‘olamation, The fist mayor wae Edgar Taylor Asin, 
‘Speritendent ofthe smelter and te orginal surveyor of 
{he Coniston Lomme. The sx councilors were Haney 
Benoit, Antoine Desaues, Andrew Halverson, Per 
Johnson, Alan MeKeraly nd Fred Stevenson 


Ring to ate ha five members ofthe fst ou 
council mere salaried superiors for Inc, eng for 
SSnoine Desatels, He was the town's drugit and Allan 
Mekerral à amer worker, 


‘A the first regular esting ofthe Counel on January 
5, 1934 the ew town father et about thee work inh 
‘iganized fashion, taking Into account the needs and 
‘sources ofthe community. Ther fist action was 1 a 
fount D'Arey Olver slr and treasurer ata salary OF 
ES a moat 


By siotsvereshtions commites were established, 
which adaresse the particular concerns of Coaiston’s tax 
pare at he me, These commitess were Finances Fie 
Water and Lin, Ste, Bridges an Publ Proper): 
Chay and Relief; Police and Pubic Safes. Other ton 
employees were realbed as required by the mecesary 
‘municipal Lion of the day 


“The first policy question was that of pale see, was 
move by Fed Stevenson and secondes by Andrew Haver 
Son that. we accepte oer of the Interational Nickel 
Company orange for police protection ofthe Corpora 
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Before the outbreak of the Second Warld War in 1999, 
the Imernaional Nickel Company opened one ofthe orme 
“cuire homes” at 44 Fir Aven, a commit hal 
The company pid the salary ofthe crear and main 
tained the Bulg. 


Many of the soil function ofthe towa were el in he 
commun Rall. Mestings of church groupe, Boy Scouts, 
Git Guides, Cubs, Brownie, YMCA CGT, were 








The community hall ao became the pling sation for 
‘then require, were hel inthe sme bling smal ay 
‘asim war consiste bac, providing for Bad 
minton, basketball and voles 

Aer former exestve home at 4S Fist Avenue was 
‘olaged in order 10 be used a à eine and doctor's 
Ferdene, The adition consisted of wating room and ex 
Amination rooms for pallens. Te resident doctor was a 
member of the lco medal cetresua. Ths arrangement 
nada he ae 1940s, when the aco medial ym 

‘Until about 1942, aces othe Coniston smelter as by 
ral or footpath, Ai the me ofthe orginal contraction, 
ho thought bad been gen 1 à plant rond. Seppe were 
rouen on the companys fallway stem. Employees 
‘her walled io workover uber of pute or rode on 
à company-owned ra ca from the CPR sain. The sta 
tion wae loete us east of te iron of Cover: 
Road and Edward Avenue 

Alone time, member ofthe taf who prefered 10 g0 
home for ther noon meals would bod the ail cain Font 
tie warehouse, They woul then be tramported 0 à at 
et 1 the CPR salon. At ane o'clock they would gather 
for the eur tp, 








By today’s standards, vas an unusual and conveniet 
arrangement for employes o be transported to and ftom 
Work and home Fr nh =a special compan al car 
ower, after the ser oad was complete, us service 
feplaed ie ral car The bus service was provides D à 


‘Fre herp (gn tte oer he mancgomen fe on 





“The morning bus woud convey men song on hi Lo the 
mehr parking Int, Tt ob then pickup the men coming 
OU shits Shor after 815 am, made its way down 
dvaid Avenue (en known as Débre Stee to pick sp 
nove passengers who wee gong fo ter places of employ. 











On the morning of February 9, 1951 a raie aident 
occurred involving one these buses anda CPR rain. On 
the paraar morning the temperature had Gp to 48 
cars below re Falvenbet The outside alt Was hazy 


cause f the extreme cold, more passengers han wu 
ere crowded ita the bu, le wiadows wee frosted ex 
{eral sounds were fed by the din of conversation win 
the bus. Nobody heard, saw or suspected the west bound 
(CPR ran, which Was running ae, The train are at the 
oi jst asthe Bur was sealing the tracks. The ter 
File cash reu la nine deaths and many injuries vo 
bother. The men who were hla were al rom the same sit 


All those who die were citizens of Coniston. The whole 
town was in à state of shock, but the response 10 the 
vin Tans was prompt and peneous 


From 1934 to 194, the make-up of the town council 
varied ie, The same ouai was again alim i 138 
Ad 196, Basel, the sume omis mere re poire 
fish ar. Counc matings wer ony al “x the lea 
ff the major" The meting seedule was erate 


‘Between 1942 and 194 changes in human relations within 
the smelter were taking place, The steer Labour Torce 
became unionized. Local 98, Mine Nil, was certifie by 
the Ontarapovernment on February 4, 1914. À colline 
Arsement was soon negotiated 





(One indirect est of he union presence was that hour 
rated workers inte Conon meter fel afin secure 
{oun for municipal ofc. In 1944; nine candidates sought 
‘casas onthe Coniston coun, The town eerieneed ts 
fit real elation for puble oie, Taree new courilons 
sere chested: Jo Care, Wiliam Cope and Mike SoS 


An interesting resolution appears in the minutes ofthe 
gounel meting of Desember 13, 194, All alsted mes 
families ling in the municipality were exerpted from 
paving for sanitary and elec light services, This action 
Vs 0 cote poly that had ben established hee years 


In 1946, Edgar Austin reed as superintendent ofthe 
{camion set ite aio eue ar ma¥or ofthe town. On 
November 2, smelier assant superintendent, Roy L 
Sn was nominated for mayer. Me was unopposed 





CConiton purchased fire track fo ts volnter fre 
brigade in NT. Extensive alterations were arid ou on 
‘isthe Coniston Sete shops, atthe company's expense 
The ‘lationship between Ineo and Coniston’ fre pan 
ret eas cooperative and congenial. The company Pet on 
pair an munsined the fie iting equipment, bu a 
Bud a Fire hall. The own supplied and pad the volunteer 
fremen, a vo as bing response forthe appointment 
‘ofthe frei, Ino re mareal ase inte trains 








In 1946, so desided to sea ilo pla, the ol acid 
plant sited nr of he Coniston smater. The purpose 
Mesto expriment he processing of nickel res rom 
Nev Gao end Venensaa. Toward the endo fst 
fh, à has made o experiment wih pythatite con 
taming alo amount of nickel The foo was ob fom 
the Copper Chit concentrator by scie location. 

Results were promising. After a shutdown of the plant 
for renovations, vas feopeed in 1947, wih a longer run 
Planned, Rests were seat encouraging. The pit plant 
onu in operation for about ears. Te end rest 
fall the espormental work wa thecoustruion ofthe on 
‘Gee Resvey Plane at Copper CE, This houses the new 
‘aug process developed in Conson 

“Anew sel stack was constructed in 194. I was 400 
foet in bah, a tepaced two smaller sacks. The result, 
‘ras improved rat forte seer eaus gases. These were 
bater contained and more widely dapesed resting In 
‘ean at for Coniston and improved workin conditions 
fn 1958 à new SS toot comer ack was completed for 
{he Sintering Plan. This rent asl, let aient 
‘ne made of brick 

Tn 1956, Conan eablisbed its own Hyéro-Elcrie 
‘Commision, a pr ofthe Ontario Hyer am, which 

Ta 190, the City of Sudbury sought Lo annex the Town 
of Conan ine smalgamation Sd. I failed. Ths Is of 








Interest because Coniston had feel annexe part of 
the Township of Neson under OMB Order MTS which 
Che imo effect November 1,199 











‘Work on the Coniston saiaty sewers and pumping sa 
tions in sonunstion withthe dde rente Pant, Was 
completed in 1988, 


“The Towa af Coniston had come along way by 196.1 
hada population that en of 2,608, whi was Fly cons 
Sars TD ove $,51Q000. The working population a he 
Amelie wat some 380 employers, down from is Mi point 
ot over BU, Yet the town ever real enjoyed any velo 
from Sudbury when one considers that 108,000 people were 
fvin in the Basi are within 5. rads of tat cy 





Contents water system intake capacity increased 10 
2.100.000 gallons per day in 96S, which vas à long way 
fiom that of 1913, when i commenced operation, Town 
{anes wete ay low ad the debenture debt of $76.32 per 
(Gita was the second lowest of al the towne the Su 
Say Basin. 


‘Canada’s Centennial Varin 1967 was a ear of intense 
soma ofa public park, a the ancre of Goveroment 
Road and Secon Avenue The park contained, subs, 
flower beds, a newly designed cnotap, fountain and à 
‘lagu a honour of Canada's 10th Bitsy. Ino was of 
‘rat sntane. Besides ping labour, equipment and 
‘pert, the compa further assed be Centennial pre 
Jest oy donating and to the town, bring he fountain 
fd giving tne se forthe tena courts, whlch ad Co 
Be raid to make way for the new park 





Town Bre Brigade 198. atom 1 10 
Honor Gerais Gino Cobb, Fete 





1967 Dedicating Centennial Park 





Community Centre Official Opening, 


f CONISTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
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‘on the Town of Coniston, Inco announced the phasing out 
Eig arate ache rt ot toe 




















‘When the smelter was shut down, only small nue 
af employes were aid of, Many as eal remet 
‘Te remainder were transfered tthe ao pant st Cop. 
perch 

Asa result ofthe regional eoverment uy and lier 
tions, he Towa of Conston found itself spar of the ne 
Town of Nickel Centre, inthe late all of 1973. Le in 
ae had been closed only à few months ele. wat 

‘With the smelter seated 
rap, Rad been Kept on “stand-by bass, bun 1976 
2 edsion was made 0 demolish The only buns ltt 
Standing were the changehous (ith the offices), poser 
house, two sack, warehouse, shops and thaw sl. 
reads "We the Municip Corporation of the Town of Cor 
ison are pleased to accept the generous offer Tom Inet 








1 unvse, it deteriorated 





























national Nickel Co, of Canada id. of the Coniston Com 
‘munity Hal being Lot #23, Plan No. M678, on behalf of 
{his Municipality and the rtepajers forthe beret and 
tnjoyment ofthe eens, Thar we expres fo the company 
‘ur hearfl thanks and appreciation of this community 
remises be retained ax per he Interatonal Nickel Con 
[A about the time ofthe gifts 1972, aco desided to el 
lof the company-owned Coniston house tos employers, 
‘The ony exception was the one cape 6 former meter 
Soperintendent, Roy L. Si, a 47 Fist Avenue 











The houses and lots wee appraised by three asset 
re ones igure wee accepted, further reduced, andthe 
proper offered 
Tenant esch of 
not Lo buy fy he property was then feed Lo other 
ed non-mployess. Vacant ts wereld inthe same 
In many cats, the new owners sold thse property 10 
others, non Conan residents Te “family” atmosphere 
Of the community ben to wase. It di aot disappear 
‘esau tere are enough longer zen remaining in 
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Lou to preserve te warmth and enlist has been 
Se noueablys cherie of Conon 

Following the dematison ofthe male in 1976, Inco 
cb te seas an indostial park, The compat hat 
ia indus ne durs or las to oat there. Some 
al groupe dd desde to aval eme of the exelent 

Lege sation moved into the former changehouse 
Drummond Mccall took ov the shops” Another group 
move in he old warchoue, wine ta à dep or dors 
window, ec In 1981, he Se. Lawrence Cement Company 
Sonate a sal plant north of the old smelter ae 
usa par a Conta. an etclent st, with wa 
ould appear 0 be only a matter of tne until Conon 
{esa new plant rico th aces ofthe ol smeler ha 
performed So capably fr he Mond Nickel Company and 
he International Nickel Company of Canada Limited. 

‘While he legal entity has departed, the people and thei 
roy, The desons of history somme to aes, and wil 
ba ale the fuare years, once the forces of he fare 





































The Story of The Canadian National Railway 


‘The Canadian National Railway was bull though 
{Como in 107 isthe batch line running rom Cape 
Canadian Pacific Railway lines at the south cast end of 
Coniston, Besse of tis an interlocking switching system 
‘sa insiled and manne 24 hours à day 
‘Mr. Aubrey Chisel as the ist tation agen to ome 
to Coniston, He lived laa boxcat whieh was ls the fst 
see and far. Aubrey Chisel remained at this post 
Jn Connon for some 23ers uti be ded sent in 940 
He was succeeded fora sore period by Mr. Willams, and 
leer by David el 
ere thre changes made of sation agents. Benny Long 
Seveeded David Keir and Fred Laut ssceeded Benny 
ados Tora short period of time, followed by 
in Contton et 1967 





































stem at the diamond 


The merocking sue 
etal installed yen 


The Story of The Canadian 


In Coniston there were two Canadian Paci Railway 
sation. The one at Romford was bit in the yar 1905 
Fee other station inthe town propet was ln 1913 

nthe cary day, Romford ston had ne gen and wo 
‘operators Tete were hres tracs asin hi ation, one 
raie ff athe Toronto Division, One tack held forty 
{is the cher one held went, andthe Toronto rack Mh 
the man fine el thi crs 











The sation which vas lasted in the town of Coniston 
had only one agent, be. Paul Hugh There mee only to 
trace forthe lteroational Nickel Company, but 1992 
Another one was built The passing tack ei fy cas 
Every day thee were two or tain coming from Levac 

Sie regular passenger ans, fourten lit ais abd à 
few special trains which passed throweh Coniston on the 
(CPR. Te yard held one hundred and ety cas. The agent 








September 1967 was the end ofan er as frat the CNR 
‘closed and later rented for à number of years to the Chevron 

Tn 1977 this well known landmark was closed 
permanent, andin the cai part of 1978 the balding was 
otage With went mary mori, 














Pacific Railway 


ofthis station, Mr. Hug, held this postion from December 
1912 unt his etirement in 1950, 

Tn addition oll ote regular dues, Me. Hugi bad 
the busiest express usines in Canada or à one-man 
operation during the summer months when hundreds of 
es of Blueberries where shipped from tis ton to 

‘Mr, Hogi wae nca by Mr. ain, and then Fred 
Baron, Jim Stes and John Keba were the gens 1970 
thistation was closed and sometime ater he bung vas 
‘demolished. With that anther landmark disappear, 

“oh Keb, the ast CP Agent in Coniston, et own and 
later worked at Romford. Im August of 197 the sation at 
Romford ao close. This completed the einen ofa 
Stadonsinatown hat had been a exe of ra ati 





of ba CPR and CMR 
operation fom 19010 ite 












The Canadian Bank of Coramerc was the frst financial 
institution to establish n Coniston and provide service (0 
this community. It fist opened as se agency of he 
Soda Branch and it statue har changed often hroueh 
the seas 

corde indicate that the bank was fits! located on the 
corner of Government Road and Edward Sire, Match 2, 
1319. Ir was moved to te presen location st 46 Second 
‘Avene in 1925, ater bain lor fonte Mond Nickel 
Company and puting up a being 

THis interesting to note that the baking service was fist 
provided Med, Thursday and Saturday. Throwshou! the 
‘esis has been pen ona combination of different a 
Tefore going to fwerday week, Monday to Friday 

‘The following is à lit of people who managed the 
Contsion Branch wit the asterisk indicating the person 
Working ou ofthe Elgin-Fm Branch in Sudbury 











19 Te Duncan 190 J, Graham (Otfier in Charge) 
1924 JP, Talons 94 

1 EW. Chitick 194 1 

192? HLL! Blackwell 1945. ALL. Ont 

1982 KP. Tallons 1987 CR, Corton 


Caisse Populaire Roussel 


Une coopérative d'éparene et de cri, Fondée par Les 
francophones du vilge avec le pte Ovila Campeat, Le 30 
Notre Dame de In Mari Le pore Ross 

Son premiere bureau fur dans ancien presbytère, suivi 
par un bureau dans le magasin à Jean. pour finlement 
‘rage dans sa propre die au mas d'octobre, 1973. 
es societies sont fers de reeves ries finales 
RS plus complet dase vilage explique peut re pourquoi 
[a ass subi des augmentations de 20 à 25% par anne. 
Son acti, au 3 août, 1982 se cite 458 200,00 

‘Unde lus rand accomplissements dans ia municipalité 
fut contraction dla mason pour personnes agées "La 
Riche de Coniston”, par la case populaire. 

La case populaire a fonte pour servi ss soca, 
Vous pouver en devenir site aujourd Ma 

The case populaire, 2 saving and loan co-op, was 
founded on May 30,196, withthe ep of Father Capes 
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Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 
































1978 HA, Mine 1980 V.E. Grenke 
1978 LD. Gatehouse 12 EA, Barker 








and a dedicated group of tiens, Is name Roussel" was 

‘hove in memory ofthe fs paris priest of Out Lady af 

Mercy Church, Father Rossi ° 
Ite fre fie was located nthe old church retry, F 

followed by an atic in Jean's store and finally moved 1 P 


it own bulding on Edvard Sire in October, 1973 2 
Tee member are quite proud of seceeng the mos a 
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Nickel Centre Credit Union 


(ormerty The Coniston Community Credit Union Limited) 


à re 





he Coniston Community Credit Union Limited was 
original formed by group of community minded zen 
nd under the pidane of Revecend RE. V 

Paul's Church: The oral charter was 
22,1960, The following, coming from ll walks of Ife a 
ihe orignal charter members 

es. Peta 

Join Comaccio 

Paul MacDonald 

Keaneth Conon 











— mechanic 
atch 

~ rll operator 
mechanial fitter 
= meshanea fier 








Sohn Cook —plateworker helper 
Hesor Leblanc Speakon 
George Evert — carpenter's helper 
Dane Chez hac fier 
Gino Sartor — bricklayer 


M Bats 
Lawrence Layeook 
Gary Creswell 
Bernard Forest 
Tomas Hoare — posimaser 
Jon, Bares — warstouse drt 

The present Board of Director comprised of our own 
commun resents. They a 


en 
ne 








Present 








Secretary 


Bruce Eyre 
Robert Conlon 


Marcel Biers 
Hien Bab 
Many ofthese have served in dierent capac on the 
Board and Credit Cooma for periods rani fom 3 
(oD years. 

Credit Commis members a: 
men Evert, 
Toe, Vailancout 
Denis Morin Arayle Eatwood Ruse Meine 
Leo Gan Paulie Riley Deun Teter 

“The original lotion was in the Community Hal on Fit 
“Avene (960-1962), hen 2 Caras tet (1962195) and 
12 Edvard Sues om 1963 0 1972. In 1972, the Credit 
Union members became the owners ofthe own Ou 
132 Sond Avenue, its present location. To encompars 
Slarger membership and ak ina Garson branch, the name 
‘eas changed o Nek! Centre Creat Union atin 1974 

"The Cred Union opeiated wih parttime leeasuter 
managers nil 1972. Some of these were Tom Hoare, 
Gear Evert, Guido Chez and Gerald Geos Te ist 
Fulltime manager vas Bil Rost (1972197) then Alaa 
Lanctor (974-1975), Mrs. Ethel Griniardbecarie manager 
in 197$ and remains in that positon today 

Those charter members and all those eters who ave 50 
feel af thle andor canbe pros of ther Credit 
Union which has grow each year apd whore setae now 
in excess 0 8 mon. The eer increasing membership of 
jist under 5,000 continues to share in the rewards of being 
à member owe. 
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supplied the Mond Nickel Company by te old MeV 
{Chain on he Wahnapitse Rive wich wat eer absorbed 
bythe Ontario Hydro sem. Th town, wah was this 
Eine mainly company town, was unde constuction and 
lighting was provided ony Supervision and era public 
buildings. Other homes dia not get thet ihting tl the 
late ewes anda Comite of Couns ofthe ol Neon, 














4 Garson United Townships formed what was eae the 
{Canson Baie List Stem. When the Town of Corson 
as incorporated in 1984, system continued under the 
{eg ofthe International Nickel Company unt 1988, hen, 
the Coune a that time, under Mayor Ami dt 











to form hyro commision dealing dire wth Ontario 
Accordingly, an election was held a 





in 1956 a thee 
aR Duncan and 
rollicio member W. Kimi took office The newt 
‘Commision wat Tased wih an oboe ssi à new 
substation, and a debt of some $65,000, Tae de vas 
Amortized over a 20-year period, during whch stable ond 
her tate system was. introduced andthe sem 
Fefurbised and reset became necessary eplace 
the thee overloaded transovners (1300 KW/23,000 Ÿ 
city) wih thre ew 3000/33/44 
et. During tis ie and decd at 
this smal witha remain completly able wth a 
structure slow a at ower tha, the ao of es 
‘Although the hydro wility wae run by the Commission, 
headquarters and office smic wore Teese rom the 
‘munkipliy. From 1956 1 the end of 1972, those services 
ere adminsered roma location Conon, On Janay 
ey 














Coniston Hydro Electric System 












1, 197, when Regional Government wat implemented 
Conisio became part ofthe Town of Nickel Centres and 
des admire serie was provided out of the 

‘On uly À, 1982, thos servis wee ofl moved back 
Lo Coniston, and with this ended the purchase of service 
‘om the municipal. À hyo of nou exis in Coniston 
nie by flame employee 

The folowing Const Hydro Commision members are 
schtowedaed for ice snc 1958 


Ronald Duncan. 19562 incl 
‘Wiliam Murasa «1956 Maur Beachenén 

Hugh 197 D ot. 

Walter Kimi! 1986-57 Michaël Soi. 196882 ne 

Robe Maread 
Joseph Bloemmei999.80 Edward 
Willen Evers Prosper Olivier, Seriry 

1988-9 ina. “Treasurer. 19862 nd 
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Our Lady of Mercy Church 


Father Guillaume Lee, 1, who had charge ofthe mi 
sions est and west of Sudbury vaste fie and only mis 
Slonay in Coniston. In those ety days, te Catolcs of 
"he buthto Wabnaptae, where every Sanday Father Lebel 
rate Mass ina smal chapel Ths conned unt ay 


13, when the Mond Nickel Company, having completed 
consrucion, was moving ts employes from Vitoria Mines 
Lo Const. From that date ut July 1914, Mas was sald 
in the old Separate School. 


In September 1913, His Eacleny Bishop DJ. Sellard 
‘made Coniston a parish and named I Ou Lady of Mere. 

Father PM, Rouse was appoint asthe fst pastor. The 
shuren ste was selected by bon pastor and parishioners on 
thea boundary of Mr. Joseph Boudreau’ an. The se 

ti af the farm had bec purchased by Me Wirt Aubry 
ft Nowth Bay. Whe the Mond Nickel Company decided 
to move 10 Coniston, Mr, Aubry donated the church ste 


ing the int of 1913-14 the sone required build 
te basement forthe proposed church was Brought from 
‘Old Coniston. The contacto hal tis stone mar ven 12 
Mr, Med Lapa In he spring of 1914 the cous 
ion of the basemen was given by contrat to Me. 3. 
Lapensce of Verner a July, the new plac of worship was 
opened tothe congregation, Mas has besa si ere cv 










Ita very modes church, The walls were covered with 
Ping paper snd chars were ur for pews. This ev 
as offically opencd and blessed by His Exclency D 
Scat, oa hs ist pastoral visit 9 Coniston, on August 
23,1914, Onthe caso testing fie chur, fry 
five chien ected confmation. On the aferoos of te 
fame day the new Garson Church, named St.John the 
Evangelist, was offically opened and blessé, On that ty 
‘inten children receive confimation 

Ta Ape 16, Father O. Dufresne replace Father Rouse 
se pastor. From April 19810 November 1918, Father A 
Mein served Coniston. 

Tn November 1918, Father JH. Coalier was named 
pastor and stayed here for twelve years Unde is ear 
Ship the st resory was ul In 1926, an adon tothe 
‘aren basement was bull 

Tul 1930, Father 1-H. Bruneau was named pastor and 
stayed in Coniston tn is death, Deember 24 1937 
1984, Bishop RH. Dignan established an Fglish Pash 
under the name of St. Paul te Apostle, and named Father 
JRF. Venu a the fst pastor. In 1987, Father O. Campeau 
am to Coniston as pastor of Our Lady of Mercy Under 
NS Teadersi, the new church was alt 1960. Tp July 
1970, Father J.6,Suvignge came © Coniston a pastor Ia 
Sone 1976 Father D.Saviense was named pastor Tn 1980, 
anew recory was bul 



















‘he ae eng ar Pronto ft 
tei iar Pon. Sond von 
Comerford à en and Louis 
Dre ooh Tid ro 0 
Fh: Hae Comerford four ond 
‘vio te) Over ah ack 
‘outa ater Pt Roe 


Eglise Notre Dame de la Merci 


Le Révérend Guillaume Lebel, J. ai it le respon. 
Lab des missions des région et et out de Sudbury, Fu 

le premier tle drier mistonaie de Conon. Durant 
Le premiere années, los catholique dvaent braver quatre 
tiles de fore ali ane tn clbation char ique 
thu Père Lebel dans une pete chapel. Coa Jusqu'en a 
1913. lors la Mood Nickel Company ayant tering 83 
fonsrucion, decide abr er employes provenant de 
‘Victoria Mines à Conston, De 1913 Jusque ult 1914, 
fon dita mese à ville dole sparc. 

En septembre 1913, sn exeslence l'évêque DJ. Scllard 
dna au depron cee june coneréstion et ele 
Dre nom de Nowe Dame dela Mere Le, Reverend P.M 
Rowse For nommé le premier cue. L'emplacement fut 
hos pat le cure sins que les parois a ite est de 
ls fem de Joseph ouresn,Ceteran aval Et 
par un M. Wired Aubrey de Nort Bay. Longue a Mond 
‘iste Company abl à Constn, i offen graces 
Dan pour gon pe ona anole 

Les pares pour le souassement de l'église proposé ont 
ue tranpontes du O18 Coniston. Ce cemrat fut donne 
una iver de 1913-148 un Me Médérique Lapa. Au 
‘rinteps de 114, laconstuction ds soubassement débuta 
‘ree Paccpeation d'un contact de la part d'un MI 
‘apenas de Verner. En jue, a somaréetion put ult 
dun nouveau lcs de cllbration eucharsique Cate 
éléraion se fit encore de as jours dans ce me local 

Lin rit sans pretetons Les urs aint de papier 
delcntuon eae de banc, o aval dis ase 














Ou Lady of Mey Cah 





de son exelence D.) Solar lors de sa premire vite 
pastorle À Coniston le 2 aout 1914. À Toceasion de La 
Finition offcelle de Tess, quarante cing enfants 
rase screen de Confirmation Durant apes mid 
x mémorable ous la nouvel élue de Garson, St John 
the Evangel, ret a bunedicton d'ouverture À cie oe 
fasion dixnest enfants revuteat le sacement de 
Centirmaton 

En vil 1916, Révérnd O, Dutesne venait remplacer le 
pare Rouse comme cut pari, Le Pre A. Mein 
tint deseril région de Colston dav 1918 à nove 
wre 1918 

"En novembre 1916 le Résérend J.H. Coal ft nommé 
curd ety oeuvre pendant douse années, Sous sa direction 
{epremlrepesbyere fu construit En 1926, rajout a 
sement de gle fut earns 

En lle 1930, Reverend J. Bruno fu nommé cur, 
ce demeira Coniston juga moet le 2 deme 1987 

En 1984, l'évêque RIA. Dignan fonda une parise 
snglophons sous le nom de St Paul the Aposie et le 
Reverend RE, Vent en ut Le premiere ere 

En 1957, Reverend O. Compeau venait prendre la tutelle 
dela parie Note Dame de à Mer. Sous sa direction 
ls angele left omer en 960" En jules 1968, 1 
Hu remplacé pare Rserend A. Dagens qu pas saute 
en août 1990 a Revere J.C. Svignac. Dep jun 1976 
‘ows joulsons de présence de notre cur le Revered D. 
Ssvigac. Cv en 980 qu'un nouveau peesbytee ft con 
Suit gre aux parsons td ler carnaval renommé de 
Chime. 








Eglise Notre Dame de la Merci 





St. Paul The Apostle Catholic Church 


For many year, the Cathols of Coniston had their 
spits! adh el by the parish church, “Our Lady of 
Mercy”. Then in January of 1954, Mow Reverend RE 
ed another Cath parish ndr the patronage of St. 
Paul the Apo host feat fllowe on January 25th 

Reverend RP” Ven who had been assisting Father 
‘ofthe ne parish. St. Paul the Aponte Path as xa 
ised by Bishop Dignan to serve he newt fc English 
and tala peint people of Conston, Wahnapa othe 
East, std the Levesque son tothe Wes of Conon, 
‘Ate ime of founding, the new pursh encompassed 168 
Familie soon to grow to more than 300. 

Ta his eter exablisting the new parish, Bishop Dignan 
suessed the importance af proceeding medal withthe 
‘Sonstructon ofthe chu and that the necsary money 
arret was reached af thee of building that would 
serve the needs ofthe parish twas further agred that in 
‘rds to reduce the amount of mones 0 be borrowed and 
toute the parish ina common eff, the men ofthe paish 
Vito Toin, These promged fora ding thn ool ext 
50 n the nator a chor gallery above the main vestibule: 
Sanctuary ate: parish office, and Uving quares foe the 
Complete with sage are, kitchen, washrooms ab furnace 
room mere made 

“Construction materials for the new building would be 
poured relfored concrete foundations, euro brick, and 
amis wood beams andthe interior cling finshed 
‘i decking 











Roun Proce Ve whan famous words ware 


The drawings ere accepted by the parish bldg com 
mutes andthe contract awarded 10 Cesceto and Sons of 
Sudbury. Ths frm was to supply one foreman and four 
Sarpenters withthe pars proving all cerry labour 
Euros tbe of shit hours, evenings and weekends 

The church was fo be located on and leased Tom the 
lnuerational Nike! Company at an annual cost of one 
dolar. This and was situated on the south sie of Coder 
Set at Edward Avenue 

‘Sod was broken in May, 1988.1 was reported that the 
shovel mich was used 0 break he sod was no soone set 
fide than Father Vent donned overalls, pushed bis 
Sreetbartow ont the site and shouted: "Usciamo! Las 
{ot Wit this ry the site Became @ hive of atv 

"The parier lady voler ab much tne as 
posible. Tradesmen in mason, plumbing, elected abd 
Painting were all fom the parish. Names such as Tony 
“Zant, Wilard Conon, Sy Fran, Joseph Batis, 
ad John Sooke are well membered 

The wood laminated beams, once tn place, required 
special tention in hee saine from a hh scaffolding 
To sa the problem, Ar Gobbo, Ve Blanes and Uso 
Comacshio were called in do the Job 

Tithe month of December ia the year 1954, contruction 
‘of St Paul the Apostle Church was completed. With 
furnishings, ee tal cos ofthe bulding was 93,000. Over 
the next sx years, thi debt would be pad out entirely 
Urough he cons ofthe las ofthe pari. They som 
‘ored rallies, supper, teas, and soils, and each event 
ed ede he deb, but more than tht beped fo brag 
the budding parish together 

‘Bishop Dignan dedicated the church on December 22 
1954 The ceremonies of dedication were enbanced by both 
an due ae à les coir. The ad chs as Tread 
nd directed by Dan Totino, wth Elesnor Dalivea at 
the organ and the cen cho was formed and diected 








St, Pal The Apostle 











by Mit Veronica Drohan, English vie-princpa of Our 
Lady of Mercy Seon 

“The daughter of Keith and Katherine Boyd (ace Me- 
Kerra, Sande, as the fist child to be bared inthe 
ath 

"A coun of the Cathalic Women's League was in x 
see at “Our Lad of Mercy Church" Once Sc. Pass 
ves opened, the char was transfered 0 tis parish, with 
Mrs. MKerral ss president 

Under the leadership of Maurice Reauchemin, the men 
‘ofthe parish formed the Hay Name Soc. 

In 1958, Bishop. Aleander Carte set the whey in 
‘motion for a Diocesan Combined Funds Cumpain to be 
now as te “Wells Campaign,” Even though at the time 
the parish o Sc Paul's vas in debt becase of the con 
struction, they pledged $130,010 the eampaign. Under 
the dieton of people ike Gerald Geoffrey, Willard Con 
Ton, Tom Hoare, Giovanni Vient, John Soro, Dan L 
Forest, Wallet Klima, the parshoner ma thir com. 
stent of $93,00, but, by August of 1960, there Te- 
‘ained 830,00 onthe "Wells Campaign.” 

All his ay indcated grow within the parish con 
‘munis. The amount one i ill Yo expend always in 
dt proportion to hs faith, hope love and expectations 
‘of a pais Church When a prie Some no & ar as 
{pastor thes elements re pret. He and Bs pele dram, 
{develop and mae ther ro, Father Vent di 1 for he 
Drshooes of St. Paul's in Conon. 

His leadership in Coniston came to an end in September 
of 1960 when te was appoited pastor of St. Anton? à 
{Church in Sudbury. Reverend Frank Bots, pastor of St 
Anthony, was apposed the parish pie of SPauls 

‘Dring Father Boreas mins, the growth ofthe pals 
continue both ira and it nues 

‘On Je 2, 196, he son of Edward and Cae rend, 
Donald, wat ordained tothe priesthood by Bishop Carter 
Father Don returned tos ome pri on Sunday, June 
3, to celebrate Mas Following x ration the CL 
iosted a texption inte pari hl 

Te ish school youth of he par, formsdin September 
of 1962, thrown Youth organiation called the Caholic 
Youth Gresniztion under te pessoncy of Larry Fra on 
sul supervisor Reg MacNel, Reg stayed with she € V0 
a Jae of 197, 
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lo righ: Nanni Lire, Mari Girolamo, A Flora 





A year later, June 1, 1963, the parish was honoured once 
‘again through he ordination to the prethood of anther 
Son, David Creswell son of Jon and Corin, He wie 
Fetured his home pars oleate Nas fo is aay 
and parishioners. Following this Mass, there was à ree. 
on inthe paris hall bowed again bythe CW 

‘During 1963, Father Bora begant bull a nes cor 
‘This was to provide not ony Iningquates forthe page 
ut ao par ofc, meting FO and claged ser 
and meeting area Te adtion Of the rectory ent hat 
the sanuary ares inthe church could be tenovaed snd 
brought int ine withthe inal recommendations ofthe 
Stcond Vaccan Causal 

“he son of Suhel and Helen Macdonald, Sutherland, 
was ordain othe priesthood forthe serie ofthe Con 
grpaion of Resurteton, a teaching commun} of priests, 
‘Gace again he parish shared a the Joy and Lac of 
one of sles 

Aer fourteen years of ministry at St. Paul, Father 
orsareted from ave parish ministry det heals 
"was sucosded by Father Angelo Carson Jay 13, 
ia 

A à farewell banque bel in the Club Allegri, the 
parishioerssaid “thank out this fine pis Many bo 
ue were offered aswel as gifts. ll tokens of appre 
‘on fr dedication nd service athe parishioners of St 
Paul's and the community of Coniston 

During the ist months of hs minty, Father Caso 
ui many of te plans of Fathers Bors ad Vet I 




















September 194, he called the paris together in general ses 
Sos intending to make some tenovadoas which the 

"An arche, Klaus Di, was het draw preliminary 
plans to make the parish hall ino 8 “people's pce”, and 
ew entrances io Le church proper anno teal. The 
Fenovatons were to cde not ony repainting the hutch, 
ur ao carpeting che nave and sanctuary 

“The predominant feature of the sanctuary was 10 be a 
Bret ood carving in thre dimensional rl of the 
Resureton. This woul hang onthe ea mall ofthe sans 
tary behind the main ater 

i the pai alte floor vas 0 be eed with games 
inlaid 1e celngstepaced with proper lighting he walle 
decor in OW Engh Todor designs the age area 
‘emoved and tenet 1 à mul purpose rom, athe 
gen tnovated and restocked 

The parishioners ated oes renovations and wer to 
see tem completed in March of 1973, 

a 199, anew church organ was purchased in memory 
ofthe deceased members af the pash I was played for 
‘he frat ime at Christen Midnight Mas of tt year, and 
hasbeen haine the Liturgy eve since. 

Father Caruso brought 0 SL. Paul à different dimen 
slon of service: he created à sense of belonging in the 
parsloaers, not only tothe parish ur also to the com 





Conlon nate crue hi fst mass 
om tw fds, Soe 





nity of Coniston, Heise time and tne agua that 
ve ar our brothers keeper 

"he youth of the parc had à special tt Father Caro 
He took pede Ia the young en who served Mass, He 
demande reverence and a sense of te oly of hms it 





the Titra, and expected others t0 manifest the dame 
“The C.W:L, developed a deeper sense of purpose inthe 
paris andthe community at re, unde the spiral 


Sirecon of Father Carus. Ths provided rch socal 
Welfare aisance co people in Coniston, were suppor 
{he of fame moments of brevet, and arts 
with he lac of ober churches a any commit ated 

Then in August 1981, Father Caro announced be was 
being transferred fom St. Paul's la Coason 10 St 
‘Nevanders in Az, 

‘On August 26, tthe 1 eos Mas, the parshioners 
sathe‘ed around ie ala wih cee pastor, Father Caro. 
‘They thanked God an him for his ri care and love 
for them 

Father Joba Kaptein replaced Father Caruso as parish 
preston September I, 1981 He fo brags tothe parie 
Fi persona, as di is predecessors. Eac ees is are 
‘on the commun, as they ae marked bythe community, 
{Coniston and Se Paul the Apostle Church 

















All Saints Anglican Church 


‘Eizaberh ond Myre Colgunoun infront of AU Sins Church 





All Sains Anglican Church ben in Victoria Mine in 
1900 AD. The series were conducted, at ft by Lay 
Readers, men of the congegstion, notably Me. Fred 
Coton. The servicer were si nthe schoolhouse at both 
‘he mine and he smelter. The Choreh war bt and 
‘edited by Bishop George Thorne on December 6 

‘Up to this ime, the parish was under th pastoral care 
of the Reverend Edward Lavior, who wat stationed at 
‘Warten ce under he sapervision ofthe Reverend TN. 
Munioid, who was the Restor of Copper Cf. in 18 
las served by young men preparing forthe musty and 
who wer called chi. Fe ovine served ewes 
1906 and 1913 Me, N Brie, Me, Yeomans, Mr. H.C, 
‘Wats and Me J- Elio Graham. The Vesty Board of 1908 
Hse the name f red Callton, Wild ate, William 
Brenna EH. Bes, J. ces 6, Counc, Samus Kis, 
‘Henry Kas Other fais Soon 0 arrive ware thos of 
James Cresswell, LA Spencer, Frank Simm 

‘Many en came to Victoria Mie fom Engand or other 
parts of Cana and, whet they got stds a ob and a 
ous, hey sent for ti fiancee or wives an Tames. 

Most of the people had moved to Coniston by 19. 
Coniston was areas in operation by then, and church 
Services were being bel by Me. Vokeys ceci in 
Mr. Peller Hal, The services oon moved othe Public 
School Then ia March 1915, a Comme coming ofthe 
Reverend Fred Colleton, Ness. J. Stacey J Set, F 
Toys, P-lobaston, 11. Spencer, MeN, Sid, 
1. Wats, Mesdames Simms,” Griggs, Spencer aad 
Johnson decided to bring owe the church bung from 
‘Victoria Mine Lo Conson. The work at dane by GT 
“Moor of North Bay and was erected aod ea frase on 
First Avenue by mi June 191$ 

The ist service were el by Reverend Fred Colton, 
who had récent been ordsned priest by Archbishop 
Thorneoe, the Bishop of Alpoma. He was the same Fred 
Collen who wat Ssrean othe Mine Manages at Vita 
Mine and who Rad sine studied forthe pisthood. 

The following tleay served between 1915 and 1922 
Fathers Montzambet, Algernon Cooper, who became the 
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Restor of Copper CHE WLM. Trickett aches expert who 
ten north othe Arce, Ga: Kanter, found ofthe Boy 
Scout in Coniston, and Catchst LB, Caulfld and À 
ese, who gt the house bal fora Care Cottage” bat 
became the Rectory, fn 1923, Canon and Mr, Simpson 
evans long mins in Coniston an lt very dep ark 
ont church and people. They ved in the new retry abd 
this made Coniston the base for a wider mission, The Canon 
A centres from Garson to Monel 

The event inthe 1900s wath Annual Church Po, 
The parishioners west by uain (rom Consion to Me 
Leveague's farm on Lake Ramsey, noi far from wher? 
Moonlight Beach now Race, gums, teats and genera 
caline were the erat aurais, The Commies in 
harge of the transportation and program in 1980 were 
Messrs, A. Netty ©, Leonard, W. Paterson, J Sc 
SJ: Stacey Jr Joe Bloemmen Se. J.Bloemen Je, À 
Ribertord,W. Evers T Sums, B, Spencer W Kent 
‘A: Dubery . Johnston, Mesdames Stacey, Bray Cease 

"The Depression exacted a severe tll on All Slats, but 
‘nan othe Women’s Avaliary kepe going. The VA. 
eg in 919, the fire President bing Mr, Sara Sins, 
‘The ladles worked forthe various Bose projec, ad 











“Ala won Hot oo: Free Berit, Maret, 
‘Morr Seco rvs re Sen ana Sy A are 
‘Deets Turd ro Ace Homme, Sub Shreve, Marsa 
ists, Aa Johor. Fourth on ke aa ae ra 
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‘hinyfive srs inthe G-A. In addition to their reuiar 
retinas, they put om piays an had candy sles. The 
Depression id” ne prevent them from aking, and 
nang, cloths and its forthe Shngwaulke School st 
‘Sut Ste Marie. Amon the members ere te Decks, 
Eileen, Marre and: Dors, Kay Comité, Marsaet 
‘Armstrong and May Creel 

“The WA as served el y ir fr exgcuive of Sarah 

mms and Elaabeth Stacey, with Mrs. Spencer and Mire, 
Kent as Treasurer and Secretary respective. The minutes 
‘of meting in 1927 aol the folowing as being preset 
Mmes ek, Cea, Net, ons, Che 
Johnson, Haris. Cire, Sr 
‘Arautron, MeMulen Jackson. Harman, F. Harman, 
Kimber, Hay, Sand. 

Many other ladies ave dsingised serie to he church 
through the WA. Some of toe who came later, abd stl 
ferve the W.A,, ar Else loot Marere Care, Florence 
Event Marion Velo, Have! Ferguson, Kay al, We 
ul fil the page wth names, ut others ae iste nthe 
‘Al Saints History 

"World Wa I ow many of the young men join up. All 
Saints was represented iv allo the series, Twenty anes 
appear on All Sains Hopowr Roll. Unfortunately, Chases 
Gare ofthe RCAF. a bomber plo, was Mle inaction 
Sanusry 948. Two fetumed. wit War rides. David 
‘Cresswell and race Watt of London were mated, also 
Maurice Caaford and Joyce Wright of Chem. Fred Hood 

“The Reverend Leslie Howell served in the chaplain 
serie and pace in Conlon was aken by he Reverend 
A Bal 

The postwar yeas saw fst the Reverend Carding and 
tenth Reverend ALL. Chabot. One Sunday morning ile 
Preaching about the house bul ona ek, he eu tal the 

ew and he hone shook” and Al Saints dd exactly 
that, fr tar was ih progress. This seed what many 


Bt Rev, Funk Nock, Bishop of Alma and Reverend Raber 


ere À. Chor 190) 
ere are talking about, namely the balding of à new 

‘Actin in 1951 pase the motion of Jack Stacey and 
(ge verted Wa new shure and everyone 2 he 
‘ecg baked thelr ole with a $100 donation 

Tack Stacey and Lae Cresswell became the pul pay 
© can the bling. The Revere Lei Peterson came 
Jn 984 and he one he men of he parish in une and 
faking the new Al Sits. Except for foreman carpenter 
Me. Korps est ofthe work wat done by me ofthe 
Parish, Amongst those seen athe ae were Jack Stacey, 
Lie Creswel, Jen Metall, Aral Est, Bl Easton, 
Rob Hood, George Eversheds, John Evert, Erie vert 
Donalé Windort, George Schmid, as ited in Al Sainte 
History Fed Cressweland Jack Angove did the electrical 
work. A profesional dete ancl campaign helped 
to pay te balance and teovlentod people Lo a sytem of 
PRI Sis bas ben ir officers. Among 
Treasurers was Aubrey Chiswel when the Para bean 
Over Wim saw the church trough bard times the 
Depresion, and he was flowed by Charles Clarke and 
Water Hukon and lately Grace Creswell and Watson 
Thompson hae handle te accounts wit confidence The 
proses onan An Hann vo took over fom Quenie 
Hood and May Cresswell. Te frst organist wat Mae 
Spencer. ‘who ied whe at à tecaager. Then Ralph 
Chiswel played, folloned by Canon's Curae, Ale Stacey 
ston and Mary Bloommen 

The park comnued ina varied program and ie when 
the Reverend CJ. Posey cme 1958. He was a iti. 
med Grek scholar The Reverend Lorne Sutherland 
Follomed in 1963 making a contribution fo the music Sone 
in Sudbury, The Reverend Leu Le came from he West 
Indies in 1971 and combined bis Sud at Laurentian 
University with his work in Coniston 

in 197, arethishop Weight combined Coniston with 
Minnow Lake and Locker. Ts placed e greater challenge 
en the lay peole of Coniston. The Reverend Robert 
Tale ands wife Margare, who was rom the Lye fara 
of Garton, eue in 1973, an are sl erin 982 bo, more 
‘important, ss All Saints with an encouraging umber 
‘of youn peopl coming alone: 

Inthe Sear ofthe Conon Hisory 1982, the Church 
Warden are Mir Jack Stas, Mr. Tea Nicolson, Serr) 
Helen Thompson Treasurer Watson Thompson, Evene 
eue Crewe Glebe Warden Era Cresvel. WA 
President Duns Lee from Coniston, and Margaret 
Con rom Wah, Youth Get Ries. Organist 

‘Ann Hann. LV. Den Sulla, Jean Sees, Maron 
Yellow 








St. Andrew’s United Church 


ON Teesment” favour The hlren of ere were able 
topickupteichomes and move toa new situation, aking 
{hetempleoffebovah wit them. So, alo, he Vitra Mine 
peopl left their ld habitation and, taking tele howe 
‘moved to Coniston. They also took with them the temple 
ofthe Lors 

“The toy of the church in Coniston the, quite rey, 
gots back tothe ol days in Vctova Mine. The char had 
followed the beginnings of industry ia Vo Mine. The 
Mond Nickel Company had begun activites in hat place, 
and from about 1900, Presbyerian sevice ad heen held 
Inwtever pace wore avilable the Pardi hvse, 
home or soe 





(On May 1, 1997, thee was a conerezationl mesing at 
Victoria Mine fo comer the advisability of building 
ha Iwas "moved by H, Peli, seconde by O. Hal 
tara Pesbeerian church be bul ar à costa about $1.20, 
Hays and meas canbe provided." Apparel 20 further 
attention was ai othe prove athe end of that motion, 
{or thor poners proceeded 1 ind ways and means, and 
{he chute a completed by he fly ME, MeRae was te 
Ctairman of the Building commitce and Meur. 
Palate, Henry Nagel and €. Agnew served ith him. The 
Congregation aride bldg materials and Me. Lans 
Secured ie tender fr bung the church Fr 3406. 
From the te of the bi ofthe cure there was à 
siendy rome: Trustet and anges were eppouned à 
huh ol was conte andthe Presbyterian Church was 
ellon the way. À motion of the board of managers al the 
End of 1907, expressing thanks to the Ladies” Aid for thet 
bp wen he bling project, aug hat he aes were 
‘ace ln ehurch work thes ab they are no 
scarcely be overestimated, From May 1, 1907 when the 
{Shure was planned, to January 3, 1911, à matt of about 
three and a alf years, church was bul lei eh 
Festal, anda manse constructed, At he end ofthe perio, 
‘he mortgages were bared. Truly, maya large and wel 
‘Songregaion might envy such recor 


cy 






Een and à Yow iio improvement; sch ar te 
Thing and a new roof te the same church the Victoria 
Mine people knew and loved inthe old days 

1s 1935 in Canada, the Congrezatioal, Methodist and 
rebstrin (otal of them) churches got togetker and 
formed te United Church of Canada. Ths he Presbterian 
‘Church. in Coniston, through choice, became the S. 
Andrew United Church, 

rom the imei was located in Coniston, the church has 
Falconbridge inthe ate tween, to forma pastoral charge 
Inthe intervening years tha le el a ferent tines 
srt the Unie Churees inthe Minnow Lake and New 
Sudbury areas. Presents par ofa charge formed by 
Mingow Late, Gusoa, Falconbridge and Conston thas 

"Thos wo stared the Church in Vitoria Mine remained 
loyal tot in Como and, à turn, her places ere taken 
bya new generation 

1 would be nie to name then, but undoubtedly some 
would be left out due wo à ape of memory. Sue to 
Say tha thse wh served did so without thought of eward 
or remembrance. 








United Church Te, Left 10 righ Ed Bracken, Mr. Jon 
ove Mi ef, Mer Grn, Br Ske 


‘The Church ha the sua acte auch a The Laie’ 
[Adland Women's Missionary Sosty (now the United 
Church Women), Youns People’s Soit}, Canadian Gils 
in Training and Tans groups Every year there was church 
Picea Ramsey Lake pong tough he old Levesque fam. 
‘on Bancroft Drive, where hee i ow a subdivision, With 
So many people vag thei own cottage, and the seat, 
Ingrovemeat in eansprtaton, the in lost the Sp 

‘One io eae fom à once family in Coniston, and 
who grew up inthe Charen, James Norausy, son of Me 
and Mis, James ‘Norauay, became a United Church 
Mise. He died suddenly in 1980 afte serving asa mine 
for several years in Toronto 








St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church 





The Ukranian community in Coniston dates back to the 
aly 1900. No permanent place of worship was esta 
Ted unt 1928. The spit sede of he eal ions 
Were met by visting clergymen and laymen who sondaced 
services a Our Lady of Metey Church, 

‘Oneo the ist Ulvsiniancerrymen to comet Coniston 
was Reverend: Wat Geek, When pres wat 
{naval amen achat Fred Waste, Pall Kovnaga 
and Job Jawora led the congregation in hyrans and 
prayers at Our Lady of Mercy Church. Eastern Europes 
from te Provinces of Galicia and Bucovin were in bun 
dance in Conon. The fist group came before World War 
1 when the smeter was moved from Victoria Mines. The 
cond group came inthe erty and inched a munber 
ange women, who mesma courted by the many 
Elite bachelors, The Roman Catholic Church was the 
Scene of many mariages from tha group 

‘Although the Roman Catholic Parish provided a tem 
porary place for worship, cultural and soa activites were 

{nthe fall of 195 a group of Ukrainians obtained a town 
permit o bull the Prose Hall on Edward tre South 
Included in that group were umber of Fami bo con 
sidered hemsehes Posh eventhough both groups cathe 
From the same towns and iages of Eastern Europe and 
bytbeend of 1926 hall war commet By 1928 the group 
ad added Uxainan Chape to the hall Now te Uke 
‘lan members had apace of worship of thelr own an tey 
Called St Miche} s Usainaa Catholic Church 

The arrangement for the use ofthe hall by the Pol 
soup didnot as long and they subsequelly moved tothe 
Roman Catholic Pare for ir place of worship, 

“The St. Michal group carried on for sx years. Church 
ar were dicted y an exeutv and the Sudbury Ulra 
‘ian Par proved a clergyman once a month vo cond 
Services, À numberof male parishioner acted santos 
‘ne partic was Fre Wank, local merchant His 
Sonia, Nick Wolohatuk, wed to drive the pie from 
Sudbury 10 Comision for servis, for many yr, 









Presently, Paul Behun, an accomplished vali, the 
canto at St. Michael Church 

‘Daring the Depression many parishioners lost tei ob, 
and suppor forthe church suffered, In 1934, both the bal 
nd chapel vent up i ames. Differences between the op 
posing factions of the hall administration were lame 
Romours nad it that vas done by an arsonist, bu here 
‘vas no pret 

Even fie tragedy dd nt stop the parishioners. For the 
net two Fea, (WO devoted people, Jatin and John 
Blows cine ote retcosby tuna the vag roma nt 
place of workin. 

Ashore time last, the Ukeinlan Labour-Farmer 
‘Temple Hal on Willan Sueet was for ale and was pur 
cased by the burch group for $750. À chapel was added 
fore bulding and was wed unt 195i, when anew church 

"Alter World War I, many more Ukrainians came to 
‘canada. A good number sted do Coniston, thur it 
reine St. Michael congregation by 1008, and bee was 
à demand for weekly serves. ln 1949, The Excellency 
Bishop 1 Borcky coached was ie for Su. Michaels 
to embark on the bulding of a combined church and re 
toy a apart flue dng j 
‘ash Two fame provided him with sleeping ares and 
‘fie space, During te next wo years he asd funds and 
‘rented aneathusartc climate o lunch ie baling pro 
fam, Rooms at te homes of Mn. Albina Mina and 
Site Mary Kilimai served as iron With an army of 
ot under the direction of Joe Sole, à fuirime 
farpenter ad superior, the bung forged abe. Ln 1982 
thers mass wa sald wid hip Boreky bling the ne 
ur 





Dai of SMC 15 Lf ih Re. Raman 
Snr Sister af Chan Joey Ware, Joby Gar ik 











‘The church execute, with Jos Worobee as Chaman, 
undertook the fist stage Of repaying the debe, Having bl 
the church, Rey. Baleky was anse, i 98, to anche 
‘arb, He wa coplaedby Rev. J. Hay. With new priest 
turned tote you 9 take on thi role À yours col 
‘Angela and Paul Behu, beaded the group. The wal bingo, 
Frs and popular Sunday lenis inthe Blu back Yard 
ete funds oi nut the det was pa. The garage 
find home of two young bachelors ofthat day, Steve sid 
Sohn Buchowall, served as a popular fun rai spot for 
many years, Bl Peyna roues re sletca mal 
tho Services during the construction sage. 

‘No sooner wat the parish fice of debt when Rev. 
Theodore Pryjna was asigned to Coniston. Before lng. 
à new bulle program vas underway. The hal Ut 
house the Chapel wa ao 0 he Canadian Legion. The 
recent ble chureh was raised to putin basement al 
and hitchen to serve the pars. Father Prima ad many 
alent an ds, sch a carpentry and painting. A new 
sar was dsgned and bal by hn. The church cine and 
Sal wer risa pated Much of his encre Went in 
South 

'A aways, the aides leave and the fond riens ake 
cover, In ths case, Father Pra was promoted othe Sud 
tury Parish in 196 and later became à Monsignor. For 
the next few sear, Father Kerpinaty loked afte the 
Spinal needs, with Phil Gninafork heing the Parish 
Counel In 1970, Father Marin Balagus came 10 St 
‘Michaels andl ll here a ofthis date 

During the las twelve years, tbe church debe hasbeen 
Figure, and mach faceitag was done to the church 
tne hal rough the years many parclonrs veo hel 
time apd money to mak thi smal church commun fun 
Hon À large role was layed by te ladies of the parish, 





























and they continue be the backbone of the aroun to this 
dar 

‘Sk, Michase Ukrainian Cathobe Church conne to 
uphold the old rudes and cultures adding colour and 





Se Michal Church Choir, 122, Front left right: Magda 





Todi Sie Wont oa Pts nd 
‘eh Thoma rato She, oe 





Coniston Members Who Joined The Holy Order 














Historique de l’école séparée de Coniston 


Ave La construction du Canadien Nationa en 190, 
pus familes virent sear au Views Coston. Pout 
Fépondre au besoin d'une école pour les enfants de ces 
Familles, le Pre Label, mssonnare dela tin, fonda une 
premiere école binge publique. Une coke en bois rond 
{Pane clase fit cost sur parte sud dela quatrième 
‘Avenue. Les premiers profes furent surtout des 
‘nadine ‘rangaer Mile Luce Garigpy de Montebels 
Quêbes, Mile Yvonne Forir de Montréal, Mlle Anna 
Honan d'Ottawa, Mile O'Driscoll de Rese, Mane Peer 
Butler (née Mary O'Neil) et Mlle Cecil McKay de Fort, 
‘Coulonge, Mle MeKay it tt srandsmere de MI. Cor 
rien qu vit présentement sur la quatime Avenue. Les en 
ants de bos ales ponnires sont Les suivants Les Duet 
testes Boutreaus, es Paradis tes Seles. Lol debate 
ond sre aux enfants Jusque 1913 

“En 1913, avec la construction d'une nouvelle fonderie, 
tune uve vile se its & Canton, Le Mond Nek ayant 
{erat ss wine à Victoria Mines, consrast ne nouvelle 
{ine à Coniston. Deak Sok, une pause Vane sparse 
rent conte au con dea Ye Balsam et dela Seconde 
‘Avenue, Cer deux coer se rewemblient ave leur is 
tases fespactves Evalue 21,400.00 chacune. L'école 
‘parce oui exports le 9 octobre 113, ave cent sent 
tas sous i decon de M. Thomas Milas. Les com 
iiseires de cette nouvelle ole furent: LJ. Curley L 
Mon, D. O'Brien, F- Robichaud, T. Comerford et WA 
Meboanl comune scare 

Tn 1916, nombre doves augmenta à deux cent quinze 
es 1 lt construire. Lol publique ous use dase 
À l'école séparée jusque 1921. Durant Fate de 1921, on 
onu ie case supplémentaire sur Seconde Are 
Le nombre d'ébyes aupmenta encore et une seconde ase 
fa construe Faanée suivante. En 1923 @ 1924, une 
maintenant ube école de sept case. 

En 192, la commision scolaire t face à ue situation 
précaire, Aves Farivge de nouvelles families à Coston, 
Fat penser une nouvelle Gol cr tout l'espace ison 
Tole eat rempll à capacité. La Mond Nike promt 
[coopération Neu ares dean, su Ia us Edvard Nor, 
furent donnès, Sur cette prop, on construit une coke 
deus stages, en brique, de dix clases, plate sous le 
‘ocable de Notre Dame del Merc, Une parie u sous so 
{ert comme auditoriam ave wn tie equip. Pendant 
‘lsiure année, oot auto servic aut besos de la 
‘Sommunaute Somme les concerts d'école, Tes bazar 
‘pcos, les danses publique et autres performances 
théâtrale 

a nouvelle école fut ouverte en 192 aves hi classes 
trois cent vingtcing des. L'année suivante, es deux 
‘lates vacate fret ouverts. adic sur Lt Basa 
‘devin le Coniston Continvation School Les quatre classes, 
Doratives fren rénovés pour les residences des employes 
els Compagnie 

‘Ace moment, Mlle Yuonne Giroux at principale de 
sole quia vise également entre lança et anglais 
Le preident dela commission scolaire di le Pre Coaler 
duel suis le Pre Bruneau, Phases autres person 














cs domêrent eur temps comme commissaire d'école: Dan 
Forest AB. Sabourin, Alben Genie et Acy Oivir 
comme sei A ce moment, dc à x, us eles 
ies mel profesar 

‘Durant ls depron, Ia population évéane demeura 
la mène. En 1985, la population augments au point que de 
four la common d'une tole fat reece mas enpace 
anse Nickel Ci ft offer: Deux cates er ane sale de 
feu front eats à xt earot 

Pendant pluscurs année, le population de Coniston 
tment lenement mais en 1983 on songes agra 
Foie Quatre sane fren joues à 1 parie sud de 
Fée eos ass du Nike Clb furent fermés. En 
19591 at agrandir coke à nowenu, Quatre cases 
Far jute parie no esol En 98, la Con 
tnuaton Sent frm es pores te vs cotimëret 
leur auction sux tretes coe senda de Sud 
bury. L'éol fut ae ur a commision soli spa 
Lon 196 des clases fren ouverte pour les arias 
Scan 

Kai de nodes, a commision soir de cole 
sépates did de donne sux enfants ls memes moves 
‘ecole guaran à ce momen, Les enfant des 
Sites cons ace dde qu'en pi en ours 
‘Eademigus, qu les ans indus, l'économie domes 
A et a gue sole Ahora, Un arc ft er 
Such des plans furet dr. La dr class de aie 
‘rnc Nore Dune de lz Mrs furent demote. et 
femplacis par de Drea, an actor e de clase. 
En face, une dole eniqy ct complement nouvelle ft 
ensue. On a donna Te nom de Paul Apote: Les 
ives de lange anlasecccuprent este nouvel école 
M: Jon Rodrigue, le futur membve du pelt, fa 

ies en 198 
Pa como claire aa, à ce momen li MJ.M 
ida comme rieur et R. Bouchard comme créa 
Les commen ét Les sane M. Gaus 
Gaon, ©. Mode J Foes prs cer cons 
Sons Le Sowerncment tren rorgana partment 
‘Ser eduction. Le pete commissions salaire dparuent 
our fe lc À de grandes commons sola 

Les ves sous accion solar de Coniston reçurent 
tne Eincton tes eevee ace à sieurs profess 
‘tales a devoues. Phases dence eu fet lutea 
‘leg enmignement à Conston, Dans con rani, 
tnenionnons Cla t Yvonne Grout, ent Bal @ RE 
Jeanne Beton, Dos I exo ania rol profes: 
Tilda Cunningham, Tes Beady et Monica Doncgan 
fre de Mle Veronica Bran ented 1922-1968 Tu 
passe à emoner Conon. Ele cig joa Eos 
Ehtron deh mime ail, y à der cenains edt 
Ecetaines de personnes gu teaver toute Canad, 3 
Tapelent de curs dévoué professear ions eur don 
ries valeurs mores intel sus avr us 




















History of the Coniston 


bte construction of the Canadian Nationa Raia 
in 108, a umber of fussed in a community now 
now ar Old Coniston. To provide forthe education of 
{he chlren of thee fame, lingua Puc School was 
‘rsd by Father Lebel Jesuit misonay, of thi area 
‘one-room log schoolhouse was constructed atthe south 
nd the present Fourth Avenue. The teachers were hey 

Trench Canadan; Miss Luce Cariepy of Montebello, 
Qusbss, Mise Yvonne Forter of Monteal, Miss Hanna 
onan from Otaws, Mise O'Dricll of Rene, Mrs 
Pater Bute (ace Mary O'Neil) and Miss Ceca May of 
For Coulange, Quebec. Miss McKay was the grandmother 
‘of Mr. J Corrigan who ves on Fourth Avenue today. The 
‘Src of uch pioneer families ofthe ares as the Duets, 
Boudreus, Parades and Sexeys were among the fist 
end this school. The log balding vas used unt 1913, 
then the population ofthe town was greatly increase, 

Tin tht en, 1913, the construction of he ew sear 
andthe development of ae towne eas complete. The 
‘Mond Niko Company lose Faces i Veta Mine 
and began operations in Coniston. À Separate and a Puble 
School were bull on the comer of Balsim and Second 
Avenue. Thete were almost idencl, tvee-room frame 
things rte ata estimated ost $1,400 each. The 
Separate School vas fit oon on Or 8 1913, ah 
fr enrollment of one hundred and sven pupil, in to 

fsroome, with ir, Thomas Milagy a principal. The 
following year, he cd clsaroom was ted 

‘School tases sho amined ths ew schoo! were 
LJ. Carley, Ly Miron, D. O'Brien, F. Robichaud, T 
Comerford, with WA. MacDonnell tings sere 

By le, ere were two hundred and fifteen pops er 
ted, and hore space was needed In that yen, the Publi 
School Bosra rened one roam Lo the Separate School 
‘Boar, and his room vas cocpied uni 1321. During the 
Summer of that ear à otage was ult on Second Avenue 
a fourth csstoom. The envliment Let increasing and 
‘Toccondcotage was bull the following year In 923 and 
1924, Was neces to erecta thd and fourth cotage 
making 2 ta of seven classrooms 

By 1935, the ire were faced with avery acute sua 
son The gradual expansion ofthe village resulted in à 
ess increasing schol atendance. There vas no more 
fom on the property to buld another cottage and the 














Separate School 


the Mond Nickel Company, the company promise it fall 
{voperation, À nine are site was made avaliable A he 
or end of Edward Suet. On ths propery atwo-Rorey 
Pak structure, with on css and ful sement, Vas 
{rested and placed under the patronage of Our Lady of 
Men. Paro the basement war in sri with 
sage equipped. with foot. For many sears this 
audi seed he nade ofthe community for school 
Concert, church tarairs, pubic dances and theateal 
performance 

The ne school opened in 1925 with ight classrooms and 
an enolment of thee hundred and twenty-ve. The fo 
{owing year the two vacant rooms were occupied. The old 
building on Balsam Stet became Coniston Continuation 
Schools The four cotags, two of which were moved 0 
Balsam trex, opposte the Puble School, were fenovated 
Into residence for company employees 

Ai this tine, Miss Yvonne Giroux was principal of the 
school which vas divided equally nto French and English 
{pesking classrooms, The Chairman ofthe Board during 
this period was Father Coal, followed ser by Father 
Bruneau Many trustee such’ as Dan Foret, A. 
Sabourin, Albert Gea, with D'Arcy Olive a sete 
five many years of faithful serie In administering the 
fairs of the school. Crit mt be given to them for 
Securing the best teachers aval 

During the depression years the earolimetsayed almost 
stati, But by 1938, the umber of pup increased o ch 
fnexen tht mor ho space was quid À request, 
by the Board to INCO for an addition tothe School vas 
‘ned down bi, sad, space inthe company"s Nike 
‘Gia was made sable. Two classrooms and plasroom 
were opened in this building 

or many ea, tbe town experienced slow growth, but 
by 155i ws sgl mea 1 pan he schoo fasts 
Four cassroom wer added tothe south end of the ten. 
room aile on Edward Ses, ad the tee rooms In 
the Nickel Clo were close. By 1959, was agin necessary 
toexpang, and four iesooms were but onthe ath end 
‘ofthe schol. In 1962 the Coniston Continuation School 
Sas closed and the pup ransterred to schools operted 
tthe Sudbury Secondary Schoo! Board. The building was 
purchased for the Separate School Board, a Kindergarten 
Eisses were begun i 1963 
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Separate ook 131 


By the ate 1960's the Separate School Board decided that 
tional piv abe in other parts ofthe Province. 
"hey decided thet in addon to he academie cours that 
ad bees aught home economics, indus as apd muse 
Should be provided, along wit full gmaasium Toile, 
[Amarchiteet was hited to daw plans fora ew educational 
omplen. The orzinal ten casrooms a Our Lady of 
Mers School were demolished and replaced with nee 
2udiorium, fi and cssroome, rime the ions 
onthe south and noth ends. Acros the road an ently 
but almost Mental ling to be know 2 Se. Paul 
"Apostle School wa tobe contacted. Ti new baling 
as tobe ocupled by te English speaking pups wih Mr 
ohn Rodrigue, the future NLP. for Nickel Bly prin 
‘Spa Thee new educational faces were completed and 
Feady for occupancy in 1965. 

“The seo) board thi time bad Mr. LM. Bal a hae 
rman and R. Bouchard as setetay. Trustees were M 
‘Gaudet, Caverson, G, Modesto and J Frese. Plans 
forthe new school were completed. Construction start 
en the Department of Featon organize he sol 
Board in th aca All he schools nthe area came under 
the superior of one board, andthe smaller boards were 

Pups wo attended the Coniston Separate School were 
rot fortunate 1 have bo taht many highly quad 
nd dedicated teachers, aprest umber of whom Spent à 
ai part oftheir Cochin careers im Coniston. Tn the 
French secon, anche wh had lng seven our school 

re Cele and Yvonne Giroux, ence Bial and Rejeane 
Beaudoin Inthe Enos eton, thes Grade One encens 
Tilda Cuaaingham, Teresa Brady and Monica Donesan, 
fave for a ital of Ircam years, Miss Veronica 
Prob sol teaching cater, 122-1968, was spent ou 
‘shook Se taught as ma) ashes generations in the same 
Family. There mus be hundreds of men and ome Scat 
tered across ths land who fondly real hr inspired a 
Sedieated teaching and ate thank forthe moral values, 
She instil in hem 
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Public School 


In 1913, the Mond Nickel Company but a hre-oom 
school on and bounded by Second and Third Avenves, an 
‘nthe North by Balsam Stree, There was a patil base 
‘mento accommodate he coal furnace. The other Faces 
‘tere ouside atthe back ofthe school. Only two rooms were 
{ccuped bythe Publ School, the hind one being sed by 
the Separate Sono. 

“The es Principal ofthe School was Mr. George Metae 
tho, when World War broke out, lett join the Arn. 
lis place was taken bya Mr. Jno M, Shoup mo aio fe 
before too log, joi the Army. Other ely teachers a 
the school about hit time were Suzanne Lewis Ethel 
Tompkins, Margaret Rose and Mr. Floyd Lemon. The 
‘School board members were Me. J. Rosy Mt. Sis and 
Seertary Treasurer MH. Sickie 

‘On February 26, 1915, he schol was totaly destroyed 
by fire. Ths happened wile clases were being conducted 
rat athe pups were evacuated safely Whig en 
school was eg bul by the Mond Nickel Company cases 
ere ald ia the Anglican and Presbyterian Churches, At 
compledon of the new school (also à thre easroom 
building, but which included à ul basement plu indoor 
facts), the Separate Scho! Board il eed te hid 

“his changed in 1921 when, due toa larger nroliment. 
all rooms were needed by Public School student. I al 
Fequired another teacher in the person of Mis Ethel 
‘Tompkins. The Principal at the ime wae MrT. Kidd who 
was Known tal by hss") T." Te third each 
Wat Mise Lidke. The School Board was composed of He 
Sinclar, K. Clarke and Stacey Sr The nor was Sam 
Ki (no ration to LT) 

There was no sore allo tion for School Boar, but 
‘he members were chosen a a annual meting of Schoo 
supporters, whe would nominate and second Various can 
rates vse (y à io of hands waste held 1 decide 


Log whoo at souhend of Fourth Ave, Coniston i 198, Front 
‘pee i ig Mn tis, are Gee, re 
hé Livintone ih Do Jey Pings Provo, Ae 
Prva Gb Guth: Td rome Michael nine, Alone 
Gé, Nate Plmin; HE. Provo, He Horan 
ache fin the doo from Quyon, Que 









Prior to teaching the Pub School, Mr Kidd had been 


2 High School teacher Unt he Coniston Continaton 
School (CC'S) came into being, be taught Form One 
(Grade Nine) subjects on Saurdas mornings to tose who 
fad graduate rom Publle Schoo, and who wanted further 
schooling. 

Mr, Kidd engaged in another activity which was quite 
popular wih the elder boys. During the winter, the ave 
men was sed, usualy Saturday afternoon, as à shooting 
range Campeiions were Beld to detensine the: be 
Imasman The boys could quality for ol, sive or brome 
medals by attaining the necessary accuracy to win one of 
the award. The standards were st by the Donon Rie 
Association and 2 calibre rifle were used and sic 
Safety vepuations enforced, 

During the early twenties, Fall Fairs were held annually 
atthe Sool. Inthe sping seeds nee supped by the 
Ontario Department of Agriculture to those papi ho 
wished to compete inthe judging of Vegetable or flowert 
own by tem during the ear Otter schools ne area 
‘ere also invited to compete oa the same bass. 





Far pups who ved on fain he area, hee were con 
petilons for bx livestock, cales and hogs The students 
foul aso rece egs to be hatched, andthe hens and 
Foosters judged Tor the Best specimens. These would be 
placed ia pens in the schol yaid while the Towers 
epeubles, te would be displayed in the shoo basemen 
tor aia 

Anotber past of th Fall Fie was the athletic comped 
tions. Every school disc had tee bes task and Pk 
hls preset. There wa great aly aang the various 
school, a we as ken individual competion. All i al 
vas day to remember. 

bal was always T's” ume. He ad the bos paying 
talleery lunchtime and rests weather perme He 
put togetber à am Lo play again other local Pic 
Schools  favourte competitor mas Creighton Mine PS 
‘wih bod a team coached by ke Pinca, Nis Ursa 
Black, who wat also een baba fan, Anoier keen ha 
vas the school in Burwash. This was spect besa the 
‘eam hao travel tate and back by tun at these were no 
fads to ura atthe time 

‘The Christmas concerts were always a popu ay at 
the Schoo. Each lasioom would vel ova ite play. 
fr sks fo ontrbute, long vi nca songs, readings, 
Sr musical numbers Of course, Sua Claus wold appet 
to dseabute pie to all the children. Those hed been 
previously chosen from Eaton’ catalogue, courtesy ofthe 
Soo! Board, The schol tasement would b cowed with 
parents and frends who had come to see thr favourie 
performers. 

“The school basement became a centre fr other wes as 
a meeting place for various orgsnzation, sich as Boy 
Scouts, itl Guides, Cub Scouts and Brownies Another 
populate was for cal dances. They wee general spon 
foted by sroups tose money, rj to aves good sei 
ening, They were aways well tended The walle would 
Fing tothe yells and squels of the squae-dancers and the 
ole ofthe eller. 

















I 1928, with enrliment stl going, a fourth teacher 
vas hired to teachin an annex, which was Bult adjacent 
To'the main schol Iwas hested by a woodstove ual à 
Pipeline was run from the mai shoo! ta carey het (Hot 
Mites) from the furnace. The net was bull and equipe 
ped by the Mond Nickel Company and wa in ut forthe 
Put to sein 1958, 

‘Darina the Depresion years, activist the school were 
somewhat curtaed du toa general ack of funds ad the 
fact that so many people were out of work. tn the ate 
threes things beau fo ick up sain, 

La 1939, Home Economie and Mania] Teining were a 
troduced io the schoo! curriculum, under the supervision 
‘of Mis Era Coman and Mr. ames Lester Fase, wo 
iad Succeeded Me. Kid propo the school Ms 
{Cowan used a room a the south sie ofthe choo or her 
Sewing, Knit and cooking classes It had been pre 
‘ously used as à teacher's oom, bl wth the adm OF 
then equipment became even more convenient to the 
aff. The bors’ woodworking cases were ald in as 
tion of the basement. Work pron was shown on parent. 
teacher igs 

she wat years dragged on things seemed 0 ste nt 
à quit prio at the school However there was à change 
Sn principal as Mr J Fraser It and Mr. Ray Sark 
‘eplaced him. One thing the pup ofthe dy remembers 
tng allowed to leave the Slastcomt, along wih thee 


teachers, 1 Une the highway and cher the convoys of| 
ttoops, beading eas and probably on thir way overseas 

"At the conclusion ofthe wa, Me Ray Mark ef and Me 
‘Norman Hayden, so had recent boon dcharsed fom 
the armed Forces, became the principal. He wast remain 
As ch for many years. During his tay, some a he teachers 
Tsk, Muriel Woodard, Patrica Gordon, McColeman, 
Noa Graham, Mayon Steinke and Me David Newnan 
number of thee were marie bere nd remain inthe res 
tothe preset tine 

The school was enlarged with the addition of a fourth 
cinsroom, sage Home Economics room and à principal 
‘tice on one floor There war also room for a asbl} 
Ste, complete wih stl removable stage fr shoal pay, 
‘eiodcally check the pups, and who, along it te oc 
Doctor, would provide te necessary immunization ad in 
covulton program, 

Under Mr Hayden, there was revival ofthe sport ro 
gran. The ain compton ats ie were the ball teas 
From Wahnapite. There were both gland boy teams, 
Aveed eld tripe Tor the older pups, who enjoyed the 
‘utngs and, no dou, Jared a great ea rom them. He 
io brought inte being an annual fall con ro, which was 
ually Hol during the venga the Hydro dam at Ss 

“rit war the period ofthe fist strike at INCO (19S, 
‘Many Trae were bar: pessed. To ensue thatthe school 
‘dren dint suffer fom lack of nourishment, the School 
Board provided à daly quota of mi for ll students 
urine duration ofthese. At Christa he stb 
tion of presents rom the Board was very wskcome event 

"The School Board, over the eas sa à numberof ew 
faces but fr along time was Composed of W. Paterson, 
‘W- Haddon, R. Hood, I- Sassy and Setar Treaster 
JL Rogerson. in 96 te Road deed do ay wih the 
andy conditions of the school yard, The are wae paved 
‘ith the exception of small area near the main entrance 
there à lawn was Ja and flower garden planted. Ths 
became a responsiblity ofthe pops to mala, 
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Ia 1963, Mr. John L. Rogerson let Coniston, and D. 
esse became Seeretary-Peasuer ofthe Board. About 
{he same tine some new names were added 1 the Board 
{Caen Strom andthe fit Indy member, Mrs. ie 
Pigott A ane te she had been a teacher he schoo 

Told coal furnace had seen beter days 30 the Boas 
ecded to have anew as red unit sale. Ocer things 
coded updating including ne entry doors and new Sale 
ways to oinede wih fre protection Fesulatons 

"Amber of years late, the Board was notified by the 
Department of Education that fe would ave to maintain 
ele of atleast one und pupis 1 0, would 
ive fo become à part Of à larger Beard made up of two 
‘shoo! in Garson, one in Falconbridge and one in Skea. 
‘Thorewas much opposilon to this, asthee were ninety 
‘ups repre st fe tine and a probably of gine over 
‘ne hundred, a required, i the following eat 

"A delegation of Bord members and members of the 
Ton Chanel went to. Queens Park and met wih the 
Minter of Education t led thee case Twas to no aa 
{nd the following September te school became par ft 
inter Board. This meaat the Adnunsration moved foo 
Pics in Garson, art hada ger numberof pul and hee 
schools, The Coniston School sil had representation onthe 
Board but with much less authority 


a ee ecu eee 
pace neg An 


Stinson, Bot Quem, Late Ces 
‘Danny Hayden, Chae Laforge, Robert 
Meaty, Cok Quien 


The schools in Garson ete bigger and beter equipped 
to handle certain educational programs so twas ievable, 
and only fir hat sme students fom Coniston would Be 

Me, Haydn ha ft by this time eto poor health and 
wea followed by 4 aumber of new prinial Mrs 
Solo, Me. Lukan aud Roger Anderson. Evenly 
there was only à al ep due To à ed celine 
in role 

‘Wen Regional Goverment cameint being, the Neto 
Garon School Board was swallowed up bythe Sudbury 
‘Board of Edteation. Now thee was only on representative 
Loco teen from Shead wo the Pench River. This board 
‘cde in he fall of 1978 hat he schol wou be closed 
SS of June, 1979, Pupils mould be taken by bus to schools 
In Garson or Wainapitae, The parent ofthe students ob 
jected othe strona and very well ened meting were 
Hd with members of the Sudbury Board of Education to 
see i some other soon was possible. At none was 
Feachedy and the dediion had obviously been made, the 
boot wae closed and boarded up 

Even though the building sands empey it wil always be 
à place of hap memories for those pups Who attended 














Continuation School 


Due Lo the increase in enrollment at the Separate School 
ring the early 1920 tae die to build ane RGO! 
St the north end of Edvard Street. 

By common consent ofthe Public and Separate School 
Boards twas decided Lo exablsh a secondary ho! in the 
building previously occupied’ by the Separate School 
‘ster twa o be known asthe Coniston Continuation 
School (C:C'S), with accommodation for pups ina fo 
‘year High School progam. 

Te consisted of For Onc four (later known as Grades 
Nine to Tei) The curl was the same that sat 
{nal High School in Ontario, with Fil exams Pine set 
by the Ontario Departmen of Education and know ts 
Deparmenal Exams. Upon sccsaul conpleuon ofthe 
four yen cours, the students were ble 1 continue into 
(Grade Then and into University pram 

in September 1925, the doors opened aad two teachers 
were hired, Mr Frank Purdy and Ms €. Calgerone. À 
sciaker, John Shreve, mas also hired f look ster te 
‘Soalfired formce, 

The inal School Board was made up of two members 
ppotnd from the Public Scho! Bord and two from he 
Separate Schoo! Board, An agreement was au co pit 
Expenses 3-50 between the Boards, Tae ginal Board 
ws compose of Mr. AR. Chiswell and Me. Sinclar fom 
the Publ School, and Father Collier and Mi 1-J- Carey 
‘om the Separate Schoo In 192, the Bord members were 
{laude Deeks, W-H. Soule, Dan Foret and Rev. F 
Collier Mr AR. Chnwelreturcd in 1938 and became 
Seceary-Treasirer unt 1940. 

During cheer of Me Par an outdoor ink was made 
ln the schoo yard forthe use ofthe stent, may the 
boys hockey teams. The boys were allowed To bang their 
ates and hokey seks to school and to ake the most 
‘oftheir hockey time alloted for ess andthe hutch bout 
Some wore their skates all day, ncuding dering clases, 
‘Neds o say i was a good ting the school was eq 

‘Mr. Purdy had the honour of bein in charge when the 
fist explosion ocurred inthe school It was whe he Was 

















Continuation Soon Sal Team, 1925, Ft ro ef ei 
Sk Sie, en Prat, Mater dy inca) Hes Pre, 
‘art Sina, Har Fc Son rs Col So, ee 


A work on an experiment at the Slene table when the 
‘ishap took place, When the smoke sare, he object 
stich trace the greatest attention was Me Purdy era 
Ting out fom under the abl, lucky none te worse for 

The spring of 1928, Mr, Par and Miss Clderone ft 
and were replaced inthe fall by ME. Fred Hare and Mr 
(1. Brute They were both not on great teacher, but 
‘cane aswel, Tis was evident atthe School Chsias 
pars tn 1929 with Me Brule playing the voli, Mr, Fred 
Harve the sexaphons, and student Albert Chirac the 
Pano. The pups got into the act, removing al the sats 
from one clsroom and patin forth the best dancing. 
forts, Unfortunately, was Mr. Brule’ farewell perfor. 
mance, she LR the Scho! at this time and was eased 
y Mr. Demers, who fie out the yea, 

Ia September of 193, Mr, Duncan Pere joined the sta 
and, except for one year's absence (1937-1938) 0 sty at 
‘Queens Univers, romane at he choo! fr many seas 

"About this time (1981, was decided to make te third 
chssroom, which had been vacant, ito à syns, 
Equipment was purchased and set in place, Gym classes 
‘ame int being. Mr, Harvie vas the istractr and soon 
Showed abit onthe horizontal bars the paral bar and 
hein, Boxing loves ad also ben purchased and some 
ft er boys found at Me Harve was to prety 500d 
In this department. The boys learned from him and some 
ood bouts were sranged among themes. The gil also 
sjojed thr sym sessions, and put ogee really com 
pen volleyball team. Other the activities consisted of 
Rouse league hockey baseball softball and rack 

AS soon as school opened in September, the students 
would tart inne forthe annual ack and eld ees The 
‘opponents were the pulls of Capel High School A bot 
‘Shoots were salar in size and enrolment, made good 
fompedion. The meet wat held in Coniston one year and 
ln Caprcl the next CCS. amas aves good account of 
{Gein the many evens, withthe gin Part often 
being the deciding factor as 1 which school woud win he 
veal points trophy 
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Commencement were he anally. Graduating classes, 
were honoured and indvival prize varded to students 
Who had obtained the highest arks in various subjes. 
‘There mee alto some muscl numbers onthe program 
‘Wel sa wo ov threat play performed bythe sents 
SF the school, These were bald i the Separte School 
Sditorium: 

‘School colours were chosen after much discussion: they 
wre be argon and siver A school motto was decided 
Upon Lace Pets (ue eck the light) An emblem as 
designed, showing à book and a Scroll with tie motto i 
‘ded al nthe scoot colours Later school ins, igs 
fod sweaters became avilable, and were Worn Wi mu 
ide 

‘Dang the time Mr. Fred Harvie waste Scene teacher, 
je are minded of other incidents regarding he old lab. 
To perform cena permets a gaslne blowtorch was 
Use. Before the tore was li, Me. Harvie Would 3k où 
tf the stants to open te nearest window. var when 
‘he orch wae ir would burst nto ame. Wit the Mares 
ting abou four fst Mr Harvie would proce from te 
Scie tale, backward tothe opea Window, toss theo 
‘utint the shook yard where it would Be ft to barn out, 
‘much to everyone's amusement 
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La 1941, bcause of eo For more spac, the gymnasium 
ponts equipment as removed, andthe room taken over 
Fra Scie Lab, with aie never equipment allo 
Physics clase. I algo became a classroom for Grades 
Eleven and Tbe At tht ne, th th rooms were made 
larger by the eiminaton ofthe boy and git cloakroom 
and deveasng the sizeof the teaches" room of. À 
teaches’ room sid other faites were stalled la the 
basemen 

An 1943, Mr. Fred Hari and Mr, Duncan Pierce lft 10 
take promotions to High Schools in Southern Ontario, Mr 
Have to Weland- Thorold area and Mr Peco Por Cal 
borne Their place at Coniston ere taken by Mr. Edward 
rendue and sees F Joy and I. MacKenzie 








of CCS. Many groups and commits were formed oly 
fhe war effort The ii club provided many ales of| 
‘Shing the Local Red Cross. There wee also sales, put 
‘on by the pull at fhe old Nickel Club, of candy. Bo 
oes, popcorn, te, 0 ald the Red Cross. 

'Aeroup of students known as Farmretes volunteered 
to gato Southern Ontario to alpin farm work curing 



















GCS. School Chair 14, Ft ow, Kft 1 rete Carmela 
Sn, Sr Corton, Ver Cone, Eh Sue, Mary 
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sumer months was an oppo os ll tudes 

Sposts played area: part in school ie during th 
years Baseball softll, Broomball, volleyball nd oc 
as actively parcpated unde he guidance a caches, 
Me Orendori, Mis Joy and Mis MacKenzie 

An Alt Cade Sauadron as formed which was desioated 
N38. Conserina the sae Of the schoo), mas 8 
remet have fry pis member nthe group, Tete 
‘ere tips for the squadron fo some ofthe mar camps 
and alld during the summer months which brought the 
Pays a litle loser fo the war scene and gave thea he Op 
Porn to ae Rs hand the air Sing wed 

"The green contribution fo the war or by the shoal 






























‘Navy and Ai Force. These were ave fy men and women 
an area proper, and played the school. Whea he 
School lose was preseted othe local Canadian Legion 





‘sogreped "programs for some prety member of the 
Coop, Cara Gets, Corine lames 

Inthe late 4's and S's, the school became a focal point 
for ten age acy in the twa. Unfortunately atthe 
‘ifs he enrollment arte to drop. The large igh Schools 
‘ereoffering more opdons forthe pup std a much wider 
Fange of acts outside of sal hours With he sine 
to more tel by bus, twas alo pose, economically 
for students to take advantage of the changing Ue, 








There wa change in aff about hs tle, Mises Joy 
and Mackenzie left, and Miss Fexguson and Mi Maher 
replaced them, Wica Mr, Maher lft 1 teach in Copper 
{Gi ne was replaced ty hr. Fisher for one year. Further 
‘Shanges inte eaching val were made owaids te end of 
the 1980's when Mr. even and Mr, Hurubise cate 10 








Ie became quite obvious that the sco!’ da were 
rumbered At the end of June, 1962 the doors were closed 
and CCS. war no mote, It has a ad day forthe man 
pupils who had fended the school over the year 
ooking back provided many bap memories to al The 
final blow eae wen on May 21,197, te school bared 
and wha was If of vas torn downs 
































Public Library 





‘The star of what aso beater aed the Coniston 
Liars came from Victoria Mines, Set up under the 
Department of Education legstaion in 1902, the st board 
of management was composed of Mr, WA, MacDonl, 
Casraa, Me, Ros, Librarian, Mr, Hughes, Score 
Tres, Mr Pari, Mr Cooton, Mr. Forth and Mr 
Richard. Thema of the brary wae Vitoria Mines Publis 
ray 

Te should be note tha the fist goverment rat received 
was for 59.6 to purchase books, Daring the fet sx yey 
Sind povernment rant. By December 1, 1909, the teal 
numberof books was 103, 

eco of Victoria Mine, he Hoary was moved 
to Coniston and located on Second Avenue, with Mn F 
‘Copp Becomng the avian ia 1912, poston she el 

Tn 1930, the Hbrary joined the Canadian Library 
Association. The use of the Mbrary was ace enough to 
‘equ Ino for a donation. Reguling mote shaving space 
the wads wee fone ovr and shin installed ont 
Df he windows. This measure as to er for many year 

Board members in T93¢ were Me, F. Hugh, Chaman, 
wal. Warwick. Seceary-Teasrer, Mes, E. Coppe 
Liranan, Mis Ann Say, Mis Agnes Colquhoun 
LT Kidd Ne FW Harvie and Mr F Sons On Osher 

1. 1934, there was à motion to change the name ofthe 
iteary rom Vitoria Mines Public Library to che Conon 
{brary Iwasa eis ime thatthe town was corporate, 
with Me. Austin a major, 














Through the years many names of tachers appeared as 
Bou members such as Me LT. Kid, Me. FN, Harvie, 
Mr. Mark, Mis Stela Ald and Miss Veina Carter 

Tit the reement of Ms. Cepps in September 1935, 
‘Mist Asa Stacey va appointed Ltaran- Book badge at 
$75.00 and, as nthe pas, approximately one Ad Vas 0 
besent on current sus, à fn dollars on magazines and 
the Balance on repris. À far ey from today's neds 

During the LU, Mr. Alber Dubery srved as the 
Librarian unt her death in 1983 Her husband took over 
the duis unth 1997 when his daughter Margety became 

Ân 1960, the library ares to jin the disc brary — 
North Cental Regional Library Co-Operative hus being 
allowed ta barton unis (70) of books at $250 per unit 
Boke were enchanged several tines a ear, ths offering 

Th 1965, afer 29 years of pleading, he Library Board was 
ranted thus of sarge room i the old Nika Cub, The 
[Associated Library cesed operations andthe asses were 
fumed over tothe new Library Board 

‘Os December 2, 1965, hed and ial reading of aby 
law at opt unanimously changing the ibrar fom an 
AAmosnte Library to a Public Library Town Council 
‘fthorved the formation of Public Library Bord The 
‘oard was composed of a mayor, by virtue of his fee, 
{hee counclappetntes, te appointees Fam the Public 
‘Schoo! Board and two rom the Separate Schoo! 

The fist chaman was Mr, Reg MacNeil Mr Ar 
Eastwood, Secretary Treasurer, Mr. Don Kelty Wal 
Haddon, Leste (Smo) Cresswell, Roland Biel, Angelo 
Franche, Ron Duncan snd Tom Parad. 

‘Applian forthe postion of Liban wer calle for, 
and'on June 13, 1966, M. Mary Sant was hired 3 
Librarian beginning her duties August LS, 1966, Ms. Sat 
was responsible for setting up the operation of the library 
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ju ls new, larger quarters, with the oficat opening 
November 2, 1866. Students ‘were hired to asst the 
[ivaran Elaine Comaceio and ane Franchetto were the 
fst of many 1 followin the next eur. 

Th 1968, the Library Board was reduced to conform to 
the Pub Liban Ace ord neers were Rep Mache, 
Chairman, Arai Eastwood, Angelo Franche and Pal 
Hasena Thee mena saved unt he inroduction of 
Regional Government in 1973. From 196%, Me. Tom 
‘Crowley served as Seuretary Pressure, 

‘Duet business comitiens, Ns. Seti senc May 
1, 1970 and was replaced by Mis. Audrey Veno. 

November 1972, the propery a 30 Second Avenue was 
purchased from Nickel Basin Proper and in the sing 
1 1975 the preset rar building was erected withthe 
‘oficial opening in spring 1978. Hours wee expanded 1028 
per week and Mes fan Evert was fied as an sant, 
(incr stat members presently are Mis Olga See and 
Mn. Gal Fe 

‘Grade 12 stadens from Marymount College and St 
cares Coleg re accepted athe leary to hl ail hr 
Voluntary hous community serve Te ray ath 


















always been pleased with the talents demonstrated by th 
dents whether plug, decorating, conducting & ry 
hour, or carrying ut ler Hay dut 

From September 197 to May 17, while many {aco men 
were on ske, the brary became a Famili and popular 
rep spot Many men become Uibrary members or he 
Fe and were pleased ih ne vary of books offered, 
“The men aid home repairs, worked on hobties and area 
hockey. Some of the “dcusion gt prety vey, and 
‘day the leary contines oHovrsh ad ered en 
by the community, We are alse proud ofthe grea number 
‘of member from Wahnaptae, Mackey, Haga and even 
Suds 

Library holdings gow tral over 18,000 volumes, with 
ook available in English, Frenh, ain and Es 
Popular magazines ate recived on à reper bas 

















The Coniston Library also enjoys borowing prises 
from al over Canada, shrough the later Library Lown 
Department, sts possible to Boom praccaly ey Book 

“The future looks bright forthe’ Library with sach 
cntusiasti patronage 
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Labour Organization 








Smcter Workers was in existence in 1919 lasing for à 
period of one year, is 

and late "207s, thete was à further union 
but this time exacte 
ommunity, Agnin,betecen 196 and 193, a young Seo 
‘George Anson, hedal up an osmization of smth 











The group small and secreve, in fear of, 
discrimination and reprisal from the company. ai, the 
‘ou of members we io extraction 

ot un he early 140° that steps were tak 10 
oran the Coniston meer workers tis time nt Lol 

Mil and Smiter Workers Union. 
ang, and secret etna unl 
uti the open Local 598 obaind i chatter 












on Al 30, 








be of Coniston residents were 
in one eat dys, such ae Mike Soli, Gino Sartor, 








Aut 198, Lael 398 Pret Te So tin re 
‘af Conon, chars the proceding ste ne Conon Mine 
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do Comin, Nick Chuey, Tony Fer and many the. 
Sha threatened y the goons 














After the creation ofthe union, ana 
thei sprement, conditions pré forthe 

"For many years Coniston had been divided on rai 
bass wit Kalan, Slat, French and Eaalish living in 
separte areas ofthe town The union was responsible fot 













and many others were marée and Union 





The union was not only intersted in providing security, 
er wages and condo on the job forts meter, bu 
Also cared fr thelr inviual welfare inthe communis 
With hatin mind, the won but hall Conon, Hack 
on povided a mtn 
Sorkers, bot lo forthe women and ren 0 
“canbe sald ear the union did playa tremend 
in Coniston in those evi ays, and m0 doubt til plays 
































Coniston Branch of the Red Cross 


Almost immediatl afer the outbreak of the Second 
er War on September 10, 1339, the lade of Conon 
ef form the Coniston Unit ofthe Red Cross, The Unit 
as organized on Sepember 26, 1939, wih Mis. Mabel 
orga in the chai. Ms. Rose Kirwan was the fest 
President wth Mes, Nhe aking over in September 19, 
Fallowed by Mr. {Nesbit in Seprember 1s 

her member ofthe executive over te ears were Mr 
Ags Easton, he frst suotary-teaure, Ms, Eade 
‘eke who ook over fom erin 100, Mrs, A. Walker 
Mes Le Fovesell, Ms. F Geuffeey, Mia, N Bang and 
Mex. Stoker. 

“he Uni around 30 strong, mtn the Community Cla 
every Tuesday and Thursday from 1:0 p.m 0 00 p.m 
and thow who were eer working or had young chile 

The premio and sewing machines were donated by no. 

In addition to working at their meeting, material as 
taken 9 several homes in toe forthe les work it 
‘onetime, approximately one hundred and tht ads 
‘tse involved the work's real community effort 

‘ver 9,000 artes were made and forwarded tobe 
Sudbury Branch These lod socks, mit ap, care 
‘ete, hospital gowns, pyjamas, bandages, quills, te 

In adiion a Fie Ad cars war organe in 1909 wath 

Te Unit eased money for cigares for Coniston boys 
overseas Bis War Veins Fund, rom Star Cigarette 
Fund, Ressan Relief and Canadian Red Cross Dive 

Saliape of scrap was cared on during the Var Sears and 
war a source of income, 


Que were made and raffled off to raise money. 
‘School Knitting Club that made afghans, scarves, sweaters, 


socks, and ried money through the sale of tot dogs. The 
Margucsite Pugliese, Viee President; Deiphine Curook. 
Secear-Tieasurer: Evening Convene, M, Re. Gustin 
School Convener, Miss V. Malkin. Commies members 
‘ee Olen Meloy, Ruth Mulrhead, Lydia Fanti 

“The ladies of Coniston can be very proud of their 
tremendous achievement during the wa Year. 

‘While the unit debanded shorty fer tend ofthe war 
in 194, several ads omtinaed o ma arte or the Re 
‘Gros pon eset 

‘ome of thoes who worked ether atthe Cab and/or at 
home wee, in addon 0 hove mentioned: Mes. J 
Ars G. Wandsink, Mrs. Rata, Ms. W. Dene, Mis 
a pacioia, Mn M. Yakchuky Me, Manon, Mis 
Weoblewsh, Mis, Broniches, Mn. F- Aas, Mes. R 
Morehead, Ss, Win Johason; Mn. G. Chisholm, Mrs 
J Angove (Sr), Mes. Murphy, Ms F. Colguboun, Mts 
5. Pues, Mire. Keir Ms. Mark, Mn D, Slr, 
‘Mis B. Attn Mrs Stacy, Mn. Cre, Mes W: 
Metatghin, Mrs Ly etre, Me. W. Hada, M. 1 
Duncan, Mis. Ry Muirhead Mn. K. Mackae, Mrs 
ove Mie. Dees, Ms Bae, Mrs Johnson, 
Ms. J Armtong, Mes, Hal, Mn €. Clarke, Ms. 
Evert Mes M. Oliver, Miss V. Olivier, Mn Lita, 
Mrs N.Lafence, Mrs. L. Olver, Mrs, Marti, Mrs 
CCaterson, Mis Camacchio, Mrs A. Ladurate, Ms. A. 
Trans, Mix Fe Harvie, Me, T. Bree, Mrs. L 
Bormes, Mes. J. Hou, Se W. Paterson, Mn, W 
Sauirs, Ms, Conlon, Mrs. 0: Moyet, Mis. Rly, Ms 
Deschene, Mrs T, Tanered, Mrs. W. Walker, 

‘uch of the above material was taken from CCS HL 
LITES, 1945, writen by the now Mrs J Barnes, los hat 
‘plied by Mis, George Chisholm. 


ens Jos Amur Wome’ Hae ig 12 Fon By ML 
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Coniston Lions Club 


The Coniston Lions Cub, sponsored by the New Sodbury 
Lions Club, war chrered ou Mare 7, 196h with oa 
membership of members. Members atthe die ofthe 
Caner ver 








Gino Caverson Robert Langlois Edmund Titer 
Joseph Comin Femand Leblanc Will Telfer 
Job Cook Brower Olver Touiole 






Ga Davis 
‘Armand Fan 
Aber Fournier 
Dorland Kise 


Foun Rosy 





‘Wilkiason 
Norman Zanutto 
Major Zain, 









The Following members Have served as Club Presidents: 


ver Name 

Wot Robert Langlois 

196L6S Mike Sols 
Mike Sok 







Colin 





Jobs Ruddy Kenneth iibbery 
‘Arthur Wilkinson 7s Pau MacDonald 
869 Pets Van Der Henne 197823 Thomas Crowley 
1969-70 Phil Gnisadosk 


















Coniston Citizens’ Band 


Ove ofthe organizations 





people of the own were band member at one time or 
in 193, Dan Ton, a musician from Toronto” came 
to Coniston to vist his parents and desided 
due the Band which hei fr fo 
ontoued even for a leer period of 
of dedication and so 














miam one st Co Dan's ellos. 

The fund wat never à lage one, hi -four members 
ting prestest enrolment. played concerts inal owns 
around Sodbury, from Norin Bay to Sault Ste Mare. Ope 
Ste sh vas plying forthe King and Queen when 
they vised Sudbury 939 on thet Trane Canada Tour 
“The band played st holiday and mia parade, meeting. 
Tien, concerts and radio brosdcat. 















“Te ban always ook fst pen band compeitions and 
two former members replaying and teaching a mi 
Wand in the armed forces 

"A committee of INCO executive and town businessmen 
looked after the financial af of the band 

The first president was WA. MacDonellfllowed by 
ET. Aus, Prod Murphy and Roy Sich Other ey soe 
‘members were A. Desautel, Pal Hugl and Frank Parker, 

INCO ws the major sponsor mating the building, 
pains for uniforms and ving employment o OS ofthe 
embers 





Radio, TV and automat 
in enrolment and attend 


1 ontibuted toa decine 
‘dhe band finally Rad (0 





he band Pall sil here, bt ony the memories remain, 











‘Bey Sous, BI rat row re? Haron, Abe Das 
Second row ara Tod Pine”? Caml Se, 
[Ro Gi Kimber, Jase Pega Jaa Cre, Lee Cruel 
hind ow 1 es Wie Hal, To Sot, Arie Jobo, 
Stra, Sta Han, te ler, snd Wri, an 
‘commenced 1990 in Coniston, cinder the leadership of 
Reverend G.. Kimber, Anglican Church Ministe 

‘Names such as Wille Hal, Tom Simms, Arte Johnson 
CComerfor, Red Wrish, Ted and Jack Fase Ick sd 
Teale Creswel, nd Albert Deeks, appear ar Sot ofthe 
3 








1927, Bruce McCrae i recorded as Scoutmaser 
heading up a Scout Hockey Team, wih fellows Uke ack 
Creswell and Lary Laance, 

There à no recor of the Scout movement in Coniston 
forthe next twenty eur, et recards tht ate svallable 

how activi In 1980. À Boy Scout camp ste Was 
‘Suabshed on Windy Lake. The Diet Cubmaster was 

Merwin Joy. Cubase ofthe Second Coniston Troop was 
‘An Gobbo. Randy Peterson, Nebon Cala, Mansel Chea 
nd Frank Soule were part ofthe movement 

in 1981 he Distr Soutmarer was PL Peterson of 
Coniston, RV. effer was Soutaster ofthe It Coniston 
‘Troopand TE. Geoffrey was Assistant Scowtmaster ofthe 
2nd Coniston Troop, 

a 1952, Bd Orenoet was President ofthe local Scout 
‘organization. Cubmasier was Art Gobbo and Scoutmaster 
Gaiman of the Dirt Associaton wth George Maer 
Sn George Schmid in charge ofthe pack, and One 
Paradis, Chairman ofthe Coniston Commit, 

“Te it Coniston Scout Group was reorganized in the mid 
1980's by a group of ere liens under tbe leadership 
of Roy Sales, Jack Rogerson, Einar Suom, Bil Pigott 
‘enthusiasm, the mes Group Committe: began revuting 
Ieadrs forthe Cub and Scout Sections. Among these new 
leaders wre Are Eastwood, lim Mtealfe, At Goto 
and Heden Hayden, arte went by, these leaders were 
replace by Me and Ms. Parad, Ken Hage, Ron Suis 
nd Leo Ques 











Throughout thos ears, the group was a very active one 
taking part in hot only thr regular meting acts, Dut 
ko stjoying an extensive. outdoors program and 
‘Sommunty service actives. Members ofthe Scour oop 
inthe carl 94s have many fond memories ofthe sumer 
amp ripe to Lake Apne under the ledersip of Ron 
Sues and Lao Quesal Many cose iendships developed 
‘uring those summer nights “under canvas", and lot of 

In 196$, ames Hugh wa asked 1 approach he Coniston 
Legion Branch 27 abou the pose he Lion aking 
er sponsrship ofthe group. The Legon accepted the 
fnvtston and appointed Mr, Fuel as her epresentative 
othe Group Comte. Are Eastwood served Seay 
Fra darn as peed The group was ping rong D 
Aime and mambers inthe Cul Pack were rein clone 
10 3, so the Group Commitee deided that ft would be 
ecesiary to tart a second pack, Gertrude Duncan seed 
a Cubmaste for A Pack, while Veeds Armstrong and 
‘Wayne Hol served as Cobmasters for Back 

Wilt Armrong and Richard Kay took over the 
portions of Scoutmasers forthe roop, Ai this ie, the 
omits alo saw a net for Rover Crew to mee he 
ead ofthe many boys who were Becoming 10 old forthe 
{oop bu wish to onde wth cr membership othe 
ovement Leo Quesnel was approached fo il fe ol of 
Rover Leader, a poston which he file, sdmiably, fora 

“The Ist Coniston Rover Crew chose the name “Leckin 
Latpa ass rev name (ice capital sel backwards) 
Teas very save group tha became lvolved with many 
{hens in he Distt One very memorable experience was 
the important role thatthe ew played inthe Onto 
Provntal Rover Met ld n Dowling. The Const soup 
as very heavy snvoled inte anni and ring of 
This large’ gathering of Rover Scouts rom allover the 








Ton, Moon Hg Rona Spares, Boal ev, RE se, 





Fc on Johan Pie, Gorge ire, Quen lac Koenen. Dom Crew, Gran Win, Dei Mari, Jory Cle. 
Din Taio George Erbe: Mahe Vera Pcs, in Chel, ob Muara Cab Mason Arp Enr Cb hang 


changes took pace nthe oreanzation ofthe Sent Tro0p, 
nd two. new leader Lindsay Fournier and Norman 
(Questa, joined the group. Te ew Venturer program for 
ove age 141017 came nt existence att time, Ricard 
Kay and Wayne Hugh took their Wood-badge walang tn 
Venture so that & group sould be formed teal. The st 
Coniston Veter Company was formed shortly afterward, 
and operate for many sears inthe commun, Ia Iter 
Years, Lindsay Fourier, Gerald Vena, Vivian Chambers 
nd Gary Witherll served as Venturer Advisors Mecs 
were eld inthe old “Rover Den, mal one-room garage 
À INCO a few year ere. 

1 1969, Wayne Hug assumed te postion of Group 
CCommitet Chairman Eres Barbe served as Sota) and 
‘Argyle Eastwood continue athe role of Treasurer. Dane 
Debbie Barbe worked with he ub Pac wie Richard Ks 
Late Cresmel, Fred Delon and 
as Scout Landes 

in 1971, John Alison took ovr the postion of Group 
commited Charman and continued 1 serve ats cacy 
which wa leased from the Ministry of Lande and Forests 
for à nominal fee of $25 per year. Much clearing and 
brushite vas doe onthe popes A doc, dining shelter 
bythe Boye and ther leaders. Matra and supplies were 
provided throwsh reneoor donation fom the Coniston 
Ecgion, and though money rasineetfors ofthe Group. 
The property war very extensively ued by the Cube, Scouts 
Alowed to ips ad the propery reverted io the Minis 

Things were queton the Souung see for the nex seen 
yeast Conon. Manyof he people who bad bou actively 
lor he posit of revving te group fora hid tne. 
‘Xtmocting was held a¢S. Paul's Roman Catholic Church, 
wih parents of Cub and Scout age boys, to determine 
wheter there was auf interest to gt he grup ao 

















spencer served 






































‘Council President Jock Thom were able to ect enough 
people to form new Group Committee and ge the OUR. 
otf te pound 
Leo Quest aprod 0 act asthe new Group Commitee 
Chatman, Nasey Bertrand became the new Scetary and 
Sais Rose became the Trensrer Other coma 
es, Marsha Pa 













Besves, Cubs and 
Dosa, Donna Wyle and Flo Melntyte worked with the 
Heaven, Brian Olver, Richard Paulin ad James Angove 
‘worked with he Cbs nd Victor Hendenion, Fred Dogs 
{nd Richard Monseon workes with the Scouts 

The Levon Was apa approached fo ac asthe Group's 
sponsor and agreed ose a that ound 198, In 1 
‘Tarovp of intrested parents assumed sponsorship of the 

“The Ist Coniston Scout Group today is as strong and 
sivas ver Was. Many of te boys and young men ho 
‘assed though the gloup hae gue on to contin working 
Scouting tte local level aswell as the dict evel, Tit 
speaks well forthe quality of the program that has ben 
provided through the seas by the many ad volante 
Who have served with EAP. 





















Wolf Cite, 195, From ro ef to rs Tommy Hood, John 
Sco, i ob Haden Gorn Gane, Rend à 
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The historical researchers of the Guiding movement in 
‘Coniston restr the lek of satis, Much of te materia 
Felevant to Gude and Brownie activity has apparel ben 
Ton or mispiacod ove the years Th whi is accesible 
pertains tothe Local Assotiaton which met on a Var 

“This reeretale ack of information must surly pat up 
he acest of Keeping acutte dated records by anyone 
An office in onder that a factual ad intresting istry tht 

À eter from former Division Commisoner, Helen 
Hayden, mentions thatthe Guiding movement in Coniston 
Peso fn the ary’ 1940's with the formation of Local 








Gil Guides 145, Fret ow tt iat; Evel Copps, ue 


Records revel that Rove Bela ae Gobo) started the 
Fst Conston Guide Company at Us ine sit by Mr 
Margaret Forest, who continued at Guide Leader ater 
Mrs Heland et in 1945, Meengs wee held inte basement 
of Note Dame’ de Merci Roman Canoe Church, and 
‘Sound frsome ears inthe Commas Hal. The Los 
‘Asosition ofthe der and Brownies ws food in 1044 
and met on a yearly bass 

in 1950, there were 25 Guides inthe First Company and 
the" Commisoner wat Rose Ann Poisr. Din 
{Comaissone for Sudbury wat Mr. D.H. Parser. Records 
sw that in September 1980 hee were 26 Guides evo 
In Coniston Fis Company, fe of thee working on fi 
sata and six on Tenderfon (Brownies). At aime, 
{Ruth E- Maker was Brown Ov Summer camping ates 
included a marshmallow roast, biking and nature rambles 
Five girs attended Brownie camp and eleven attended Gi 
Guide camp, 

‘On October 16 1980, a meting ofthe Local Asocaion 
as held atthe hose ofthe president, M. Mary Meera, 
‘its ht members present Alen Olver represented the 
Local Association at Sault Ste, Mane that You. 

Ta 182 some interesting facts wee recorded about scp 
nesting for Sudbury and ditt held atthe Red Cross 
rooms in Sodbury. The camp comatosin ose at thi tie 
‘consied of Mis. Aero, commandant: Mn. Irvin, 
Sccretary: Mrs. Forster, assistant treasurer, Mrs 
McCandless, tranporation; and Mrs. Gatton, stl 











The Guiding Movement In Coniston 






Attendance at Gude camp in 1952 wat 268 and in 1953, 270 
The major probes facig the diet conference concerned 
the financing of the cmp and à as thous at by ras 
the repsration fees, ts problem might be alleviated 

in 1953, Mes. LI. Simcox chard the Fourth. Area 
CConferenct held February 26 in Espanol, Sn fire people 
Seswered rol eal, 39 of thee eine from the Sudbury 
Divison. The treasure’ report showed a balance. of 
5126.9. During this cing tas moved by Ms Leeman 
and seconded by Ms. Lemke "that at inner al people in 

à wall i var note that membership in the Guise 
19 Brownies resisted in the Fits Brownie Pack, Coniston. 
Brown Ovi wat Mrs. Patiia Hansen, and Tawny Ont 
Mrs. Audrey Veno. Local Assocation Present was Mrs 
Eugene Ovi. 

“Guides nt First Company numbered 24 in 1956, Mrs 
Helen Fayen vas appoint Capea ander leutenants 
‘sere Mr. Ante Poe and Nis, Mann Kirwan, Brown 
‘nl was Mrs Margaret Forest and Tawny Ow, Audrey 

The 196$ tits for the Local Asotin seed that 
LA. bad provided one used uniform for an under-pivilcard 
Brownie; the purchase of Guide supplie for the Fist 
Coniston Company: de sponsorship of à Communion 
Hazelmere, Three members from Coniston attended an area 

‘Brownie enrliment in 1985 was up to 39, with six 
members cine Gold Bar state, Ms. Hele Hayden Was 
(Captain ofthe Fst Brownie Pack and Mere render was 











rome IMS, Faro fi; Linas Argentine, 











1983 Fron row rh Mate Oro, Roe 


{Under he chairmanship of Mrs. Eugen Olivier in 1958, 
te year ares meuded ape festival tes, leaning o 
Ps ad opening up ofthe camp at Heimer and Parcs 

La 191, Diane Lester (ge Crea) became Brownie 
Lea fe First Company Pack and active this oe 
10 this day. Bach year Dane plans some nee venture for 
the Browns, taking them to various places OF mere 
‘duction and amusement throushowt Ontario, 

‘On March 3 and ¢ of 1961 an Algonguin Area Annual 
Conference was bln the Ok Room of the Windsor Hoe 
in Sout Ste Mare 

Area Commision, Mis. Cameron, submited a short 
sures fo the ae and Divison Commistonet, Ms 
Helen Hayden, gave an aren report, commenting on the 
ati growth throwshowt the years of Guiding inthe 
Algonguin aren. She note that “our” Gude fay had 
frown Lo otal of $640 An craie sumer of Guides 
ttre stending summer camp and these camps were well 
ron and salt 

Head able gusts ra 1963 banquet in Coniston includes 
Area Commisioner Ma, Cameron; Dison Common 
Nis. Hayden, Deputy Division Conmsoner Ney. Taye: 
A. Rivard, R. Squires, C. Duncan, and Bob Cresswell 
‘Scoutrs; Brownie Leaders Diane Craswel, Jean Modes, 
Lynn Bay and Ms. Gagnon: Guide Leaders Gal Creel 
Le Surmon and Karn Sarr Ranger nde Ma. Mai 
use, 

The 1967 Algonguin annual meting saw Falconbridge 
Community Malla te. me on tle ths met 
‘ere: Supplement forte Guide Handbook 25; History 
Df Girl Guides in Ontario and new Brownie Record eng 
for 1.2 ps tax! Mn, Isaac pve a tie he Othe 
anis or Centennial yer ia the Algonquin ares, Mr 
5. Them, Deputy Comsionr of Boy Scone for Canad, 
tnd Me- Holmes, Superintendent of Falconidee Nike 
Mines, extended retings, The Algonguin are financial 
Satement sw à balance of Januaty 1, 1368 of $180.0 

“Queen Elzabeth School is Sault te. Marie Rose he 
1968 Local Association meeting attended. by 201 
reptesenaives Mn. HLF, Crosby, Ontao Provincial 
CCommisioner, greta the assembly and Me, L Quesnel 
From te Sudbury don submited division report. Guest 











\ = 1 
“hote tong Lins Ker, roche, Barbara Qn, 
Pr evo Quant Bar Car Sas 





speaker was Mrs. WLM. Bisel, Counc Constant forthe 
National Stat for Gr Sout of Amerie. Mis, faa 
Ontario Deputy Provincia Commander, vas among the 
honoured guests. Ais athering an emphasis wa plased 
the conservation of ature by all member of the Cdi 
movement, Thee seedings ofthe White Pine of Ontario 
Weve presented to each honoured guest to take back and 
lant on the respective camp ses "Wey as leaders, must 
‘urtre te growth of he Young Ms tc pointed out 
the similares of Canadian Guides and American ie 
Scouts and With ths lternationl exchange "we develop 
‘endship and understanding 

The ste forthe 1969 annual area conference wa the 
Copper Cit Secondary School. The gust speaker wat Ms 
Ungar. Divison repars rom Sudbury were piven by Ms 
Quesnel and Mis A Farquharson 

Final statemenis revealed tha arth end ofthe sal 
year 1950, the bank balance ofthe Fist Coasson Guiding 
“Company was $183.72 at compared wi $259.68 1960, 

"A preset in 182, thee are 30 ules, 33 Brownies and 









iy cay 1946, most veteran ad cad hr chat 
from the ame ores and returned 1 thei home towns 
and once moe sales into the routine of cian ite, But 
tos of them mised that esprit decors and cor 
they bad experienced while aboard ship a à sd 
regiment, of an airman ina squadron, 

Forint spi, the veterans ving in Coniston be 
ti on areplar bass, an desde to apy Tora carer 
to become a branch ofthe Royal Canadian Legion. They 
ere prety assed by two members of the Copper Chit 
Lesion, Mr. Dunc Fnlsynon and Mi LR, Sines, who 

bo Inco ofias. These two Wor War I veerans 

ere Isrumenal ia persuading Ico to remodel he upper 
Hoor ofthe Conston Comm Hal to be used rent ree 
as Lesion Cub rooms, These premises were occupied by he 
‘rane for aboot fcen seas 

in October of 1946, the branch ecived is charter wich 
the following led a charter members Yack Angov, Ere 
Bray, Roy Bray, char Bryce, Janet Beye, Bob Caire 


























“LetonBraoh 27 Charter Pratt 1947 Let re: Dr 
poe Cf Lei, Prat Vlan Eaton and Seay 
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Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 427 








Bl) Easton, Jim Foresell, Jim Hug 
{eblan, Lie Montgomery Dick Mor 
Bil MeLaugin, Geno Olivier and Bil Pig. The fas 
present was Bl Eanon, with Jim Foestel ay secetary 
Treasurer Pie World War veterans such as Albert Dubey 
Dick Movehead, Bll MeL augin, Erie Bray and Vis Olives 
ere a source of leadership and strength the Young 

he branch held regular meetings monthly, had many 
enjoyable pt together and worked ba together in fad 
fahng afar. Many veterans remember the good tines 
‘njoyed on the send Noor of the Commun Hall 
‘Specialy on New Years Eve and S Paris Day. Bi 
November 1, Remembrance Day, i especial deat to 
‘ecrns. Each yea à parade was organized with a Band 
lending te way and with patiptog groups fom the town 
‘ch a Guide, Brownie Scout, Cubs, Firemen, and oer 
Service clubs Wreaths mere lid and a regio service 
conducted bythe town's clergymen. After the parade, all 
‘tho ad taken part were welcomed To an open use the 
"ub rooms In conjunction with November à Pop Day 
‘eas orgnioed 0 ae funds toss esd veterans and 

1198, the members the branch commet a concrete 
esotaph onthe inn ofthe Community Hal, Oa ware 
Placed paques, ne the veterans from Coniston who had 
made the supreme sacle nthe two world was a 1987. 
the sie of the senotaph war moved tothe mew park 
Seated during Canada’s Centennial Year. The ist 
‘Staoiaph was designed by Vito Torna and the second by 


Joe Lapraice, Al 















































“tition of Member nd ra 
mb ray, LP Kiron, M Chane Bo 










et veteran 
‘Onc te reson 








in community afTairs Bill McLaughlin donated atrophy in 
he Legions ame to be given on an anual basi £0 THe 
imide boc 





sample in Consors Minor Hockey 

















A award 


1 and bowing leagues have been orga 
Sponsors «publespeakingcomest among 














track and field, The adits have no, been 


rt 
the 


This isa great opportunity Tor Yours 


en annually 10 the Best junior music 








ere F nate Ts Wolender 
having many dede men heading fe aff. The 

following are the past presidents 
etext 

pre 


Jack alison 


‘Stan Jar 


"Tom Hoare a Treasurer Of th ranch 
Ted Morrison 
iil Wales 
‘ter the yas, che branch had an average 
100 members 0 this canbe sustaine ith 











HONOUR ROLL 


MGNAMARA, Elmer 
T'METCALFE, GE. 


BERRIGAN LE Me 
BRENNAN, LE 
CHAPMAN, Hacsy M 


GRIGG, Haras 
BARMER, Robert T 





SMUIRHEAD, § 
MULLIGAN, Pat 





HOUGRE, Wied 5. 





CLEMENTS, Edward 
CRAMPTON, Ernest 
CRIPPS, Emest A LECLAIR, Pee 


LIZOTTÉ, Alber 


PAQUETTE, Edmund 


FLEMING, James PREVOST, Alfred 


FLEMING, Mishaet E, 


MeLEOD, Donald L. 
TIALIAN RESERVISTS 


COMACHIO, Marino 


ANGELO, Simoni 
ATELIO, Marion 
BALDESERA, Attio 
BALDESERA, Ladovich 
BASO, Valeting 


BERGAMIN, Anscio 
CALAVARA, Stephano 
AKON, Federico 


CONISTON VETERANS 


FASOM, Rear 
LUCOTIE, Giova 





COPPO, Blanche 
*'HALLANTINO, D. 


BARRAZZUOL, N.” COUSINEAU, D. 


2S CRAMPTON, H.* JONASSON, DL. 


MONTGOMERY, L. SOLISKI, 


DESAUTELS, LL 
DESPORGES, Jo. 


BUCKACHESKI, F. EVERSHED, W.R, LADURANTE, R 


SFORESTELL, D. “LAFRANCE, H. MEMENAMIN, J. VIAU, Geo. 


NORQUAY, LE, WALKER, Co, 





CATAFORD, M LAPRAIRIE, LR 
TAPRAIRIE, LR. 
LAPRAIRIE, 0. 
TANDRIAULT, L 
LANDRIAULT, L 
LAYCOCK, Via, 


+ FORESTELL, 7 
FRANCHETTO, A. 
S CHABOT, 3.4.6. ORENDORFF, O. WILLIAMS, 1 


ORENDORFF, M. WELOSKI, Wn 





CHARLEBOIS, FranoGAUVREAU, 0. 
CHARLEBOIS. À 
CHARRON, SD: 


“GAUTHIER, A. 


PATTERSON, 1.6. "ke 
PETTIGREW, HM, CHAYRALE 


S CLARKE, Ci LEONARD, IN 





CONLON, Jean, M._** HALVERSON, G. LEPAGE, A.D. 


RANELLI, Jor 
RANELLI, Reymond 
“RIGEY, H 

ROBINSON, Raber 
SHOUP, Job M 

SIMMS, Robert B. (MLM) 
SWITZER, Wind M 
S'TUDDERHAM, Wer 
WALSH, Roderek D 
WASS, Wn 

WHITE, Richart 

WILSON Eat) 


MASER, Marco 
MASER, Natale 
SIMONETTO, Giovani 
STEPHAN, Guisepp, 
VITORIO, Sela 


POIRIER, Wa, 
RANELLI, Bertha 
RIVARD, 8 

1. PIERRE, Rev. 0! 
(Chaplain) 
SHREEVE, F. 
SMITH, H 

* SOULE, C 





SISTALKER, À 
STALKER, 6. 
STEWART, E 
SWEANEY, 6. 


WALKER, T 
WALKER. VE 
WASILCHUCK, A. 


ZAHOROUSKI, 





MeLAUGHLIN, W. 
Killed In Action 

22 Prisoner of War 
‘Wounded 
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Ethnic Community 


“The ethnie community in Coniston dates back 10 1 
indus development ofthe town, commencing 
TOI and growing in se wth he easter ofthe Werk To 
ftom Vitoria Mine and he marine ap of the sme 
Vrai Talane were vel represented, and 
resonsidicate that afound 1925 tere mere approximately 
‘So'men, women and shliren of Ukrainian and Polish 
traction fing in Coniston. The Kalan community was 
ust an large, The town a sted largely in ings ore 
And fr ma years card the names, The south side of 
fhe CPR track was sual ihabled by Ukrainians and 
Pole and nas known a Polack Town. ‘The alias Led 
forth ofthe tracks, est of Edward Avenue, ad this 
‘dom was cal Kalan Town The Fresh Canadas 
Inthe maint te Eas See ar and this was knows 
{Gif Coniston or French Town, The company hose ed 
‘ras sled Enaish Towa 

‘The majority of Ukrainian and Pol early residents 
coming to Coniston pro to World War I cae from io 
eas known ae Galicia and Bucovina, then under Austin 
fle, After the var these stem became Poland withthe 
‘Exception of ene small par of Bucovina, which was under 
Roumanian ule and afer World War It came part ofthe 
Ukraine 

Most of thee ar in he et aye were farmers with 
limited education, knew hardship and depevation 
homeland, and steed dseriiaton in the ne 
However, thoy all had one thing in common, the 
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appreciation of clare and ms 
16 mas not only throw 
re land, and above allo organize hte defence of ei 
Fach It tr therefore noe surprising that in 1928 the 
ani Labour Farmer orgaleaton fr men as fori 
and a yet Inter à Benevoles! Associaton Vas added and 
th women ex organ 2 ou ro as ao 
Inplace By 


Thay also had he need 











Labour Terie 
ae were in fll vi 





muse lessons forthe sing orcs wish vas forme, 
Nottobe forgotten are the popular sumer pes that were 
Fld, Aone nc ety parce of he Ukranian inhabits 

wih some 


In 1926 another group of Ukranian, alo 
sho considered themes Pols, dese 1 fom not 
‘reanimation own as “Prost and bla hall 
foun atthe corner of Edward Street South and M 
Steet. Tis war done and riralsroups were for 
Musi clases, and Usrainian and Poh langage classes, 
fled as nel as the presentation of plays and 
ts, Mow ofthese civils continue in the Prost 
Flaunt 193! when be hal urd down, xcept for Polish 
hich were abandoned alle à year Whe (son 
Besan between the two groupe, The result was that the 
Lai aed chapel to te al for place of worship 
w ol group went bak to Our lady of Mercy 
Cure (Continued on Pas 85) 



















































‘hel, Anon Bold, Vicor 





Cub Alles humble beginnings were with a choi 
oran by Dan Totin te ang aan Kaan Mision 
Pc by Reverend Fae Vllors ot Our Lad o Mer 
Eure on Mart 15,194, 

The same choi sang atthe wong of Andrew Got 
and Helen Maik andy searching foram ident they 
de that since twas &Gobbo wedding they may aswel 
St thempeles te EI Gob Club, On June I) of thal Je 
the Gob Cub held her frst poi. Sot a fun re was 
ad bya hatte decison was made to ofl name th 
Aou CUP Alpi” or, cough anata, “The Happy 
Eat. Dan Tino became the founding President, Marina 
Franco the Secretary, and Ela Cavetson the Treasures 
(Gn Seprember 2 and November 24, Cub Ale sponsored 
‘hk fat dances atthe Nickel Club, On September 12 of| 
{he following year, 194, Club Allee serve ts fst meal 
a spaghet super (bat ee atthe Commaniy House 
The kitchen heaves at that ime were Toa Brignlio, 
“usine De Marchi an Anita Bont. That sae yea the 
Sont vas drawn sp 

"Tn 1947 Dan's band commitment made it necessary for 
iar requis he presidency and Gin Sarl was lected 


























torelac in, Before lng there was alk of ring a Cub 
House 

‘Abenefactor,Alberic Spee" Gentile was he propellant 
inthe deve by donating ou 19,120 an 121 a 47 Caruso 
‘Sweet (othe members provided they erected a balding on 
the te À Ladies Autry wat formed, wit Eide 
Brno ced President A raion act wih fin 
Catering ban, ove which gained the Iie an enviabl 
fepulation and which hasbeen growing ever since 

Tn 1980, tvs increased and the members bepan 
raising fu wth suppers picnic and sil evenings. In 
February 1951, the st ity dolars was advanced towards 
à buldng faa, Shorty afterwards, the loan as wel 
Subscribed By September, comsrution was underway and 
à mas voluntary effort by the lan community saw 
the all completed sufficiently to bold a New Years Eve 
Dance on Desonber 1,981, wth the Vie Bont welding 
being the Fist fuacton on the previous nie. Tae CB 
Room mas opened and the ladies were in the eterng 
Doses 

in Tune of 1952, the Club Room became censed and, 
in Tuly 1982, a charter was granted by the Provngal 




















ten was modemize and ne bar les were PV 
inde man al The uses Club Aller inthe pas 30 
‘od sears edict proportionate tothe une eforts 
ft many of ks member, and tne progenitor, who gave 
van hour of eter voluntary, een pay abou to 





ching for ose to jo rove they 
too are wiling to ext atlas lot. Aba inva 
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Ed Sh we the 





amet reteional and spor sce, 
the Tollowing pass some bots om 70 yeas of 
hockey base cé and otal ae onched on. Tey 





basal and sect. Tea 
Paru have been preserved of the 1914 subs al thee 


ane, 
‘Sofibal curing, badmiaton, eons and ether game ll 

‘developed is Varie eg nie ensing eas, ei 

‘Sorc ll hae to be fally told st sme four Hie 








114 Ba som, Lft 1 re Ray Hammond, ? Date, El 
Rema Et nds one, Da Wah, Al Porky, 








‘The history of baba in Coniston ges ret back 1 the 
beaming, In 1913, the year the ile opened, te were 
three teams in the Nickel Belt League, Copper Chil, 
Sudbury and Creighton. Coniston ered the flowing eat 
bot bites Knows of ts eu excep that a picture ofthe 
1914 cub show a line-up of Ray Hammond, Frank Parker, 
Earl Remark, Earl Rice, Andy Long, Duff Wesht, Alex 
Parker, Gordon MeAliser,Jocobs and Drake the captain 
(Get names not glen), 





iy the next year the Coniston tam had dropped out and 
returned in 1918, à parer tat continued up to the 19405 
“Tin the league fora few years, out for afew. Teas not 





‘nt 1941 ha the Coniston Buzzer (ater to became the 
Red Sox) won the Monel Cop forthe fst me, Tht Was 
the ophy put up by Inc forthe plat championship of 
the Nickel Bel senior apie 


‘Three more Mone! Cups followed before he great old 
senior ball league folded after the 1989 season. Conon 
topped the leave standing a 1946 nd 1982 and went on 


Eb tern RULES RE 





oth ies win two playot series and the cup, I 1951 
they tapped the league ut lot in the play of emia, 
whe 985 the Red Sox ished fourth, but rove to the 
Aasin ati ed f the season and won the rh agin 

“Thee have been a lot of great player I Como 
uniforms down through the years — pices ke Einar 
Sirom, Bill Sos, Low Motion and Ray (Mumm) 
Muse baer ike fe Lora Bere leu, Andy Barbe, and 
of more ros visage, Mike Fox ofthe baseball age at 

"Hedin otal none year, but Andy Barbe the only 
player in Nickel Bet senor league history to have led the 
Esq in tine average, rus, is, rns bated, Dome 
rns, stolen bases and walk, 

‘Barbe 470 average inthe 30-game 1948 season was 2 
league record. He was named the leagues most valuable 
page that sear ané with pood reson. In adton to 
ring the ating fe, he tthe mos home rans score 
Temost rans, bated inthe most abd stole the mot bases, 

“Two fears later te Red Sox mised te payors, but Lou 
Mono, nowy stv ro te Manne, won the MVP 























Sa Cr ies (a ea. Seed eh 





Soccer 


re: Pron row said left at, Sh person 
oni ak row Sang oad 








See es 28 
Spencer aol atch, Gorge Mata, hn Farmar To es been a good many vers since a socer game above 
Bente Horn. ge ane eel flys en a Canon, at 








tit lay om hes unt 





oc oh player unknown 
(Con, my Farner Bt lima Son Goer ‘What is probably an interesting history of soccer's ups 
and dows in Coaiston remains fo be tai 
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Women 











eating Ottawa in the provnsa semi-finals, before losing 
‘ut to Windsor inthe 1h ning inthe hte game of à 

The Comston Windsor series was one ofthe great bales 
cet fora Nickel Dis spores team: Windsor won he i 
Same, 10-4, at Coniston, but the locale tied the eres a 
‘Windsor waa 8-5 tory na Lamine spine ingle. THe 
teams came right Bac for the deciding ane after sho 
rest, but ft id no tare oil S30 p.m. (Us was i early 
‘Oztaben and with onion shes 3 the ge was led 
Steric inning. That mean replay ons neutral amend 
in Toronto, te game won by Windsor in one exe ini 
of ply 

The Coniston hating order i the windup ofthat sling 
championship series was Helen Buchowski, 38; Lou Se 
Marseile,C; Jerry Fitgerald, P Lizzie Lennie, Gladys 
Stacey, 28: Doly Shoveler,CF; Irene Horne, shortstop 
Mary Wychara, 28; Simone Depa, 1B, 

Tne srl of the 20, the Sudbury Canoe Club cam 
dominated women's softball in the Sudbury distri and 














Northern Ontario. 1 won the dst side four straght 
Seasons, 1931-34 plus the northern crown te ls three of 
‘hose sears andthe Ontario championship nthe fil Yar 
lithe canoe cab Uneup were Coniston stare Ina Bree, 
Gladys Stacey and Marg Deeks. 





Pitchers dominated softball games more than they did 
baseball games, and the preeminent gute on those teams 
an or in ater years — was Ina Bryce, who pitched 
mon of the games over those four championship Years 
Incuding every ini of 10 Payot games ws he canoe gis 
teat ve ama suscssvely (ake he provincial le Jery 
Fitzerald (now Jerry Papnin), Conan à pcr in 1936, 
‘Sominsted the one for yeas after those of Ina Brae, 


Women softball va revived off and om into the 19408 
san Sbr and some ofthe Coniston nate stayed with te 
Same ren Hors (ater and sll Mis. Mike Sos), who 
1954 For what is probably the Nickel Bet longevity record 
with the diamond game 
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at least, Coniston in is 70 years of 


hm bon he 

beat of the town’s winter reresional interest 
“The oles hockey team picture to come to hand for hi 
publeation shows seven serou-ooking yume men (hockey 
teas played seven à den hore days) and two oficial of 
the town team ofthe 1914-15 season, The layers were Joe 
Giroux, Clovis Olver, Bob Mae, Gordon Mac Alter 


‘0 men € sed and ready to hit the ive nc 
Sohnson and Happy MacMilan 
"The average midget or pee layer tying 0 





















inter Lach oa Montreal 
ofthe 4 





ofthe NHL, but 
ones and 


incldins te Alls Cup champion Frood Tigers of 1938 
In addtioa, ese ike ous Halverson, Maurice Latore, 


Such as Murph Chamberlain, Bil Duran and George Gee 





‘Renee Grou Lary Lae 


























du season consisted of Healy, Price, Sy. Lowery. 
‘Stack, Morgan, Philips, Cresswell, MCracken, Lees, 
‘Conic and Coulson. 

AS with other sports, the town bad, hockey teams in 
various Sudbury diet leagues on an on and Basis 
{through the years 

Coton AS von the NOHA termite “9” 

championship nthe 1983-54 e 

There iso sgn fate in hokey sacking, and with 
she Comm Cate he ete ofthe a aks 
si Coniston teams ana Conon papers wl be beard From 
for many years to come 


























Curling Club 











Weightlifting 


Conon Weghiiing Chb 1977. Front ft to rite Ned 
Sreopn Mer Back ow kf oh a Lec oa 
esa ey, Rois Chron Norm meet, Reo Roy (a 





This is à relatively new sport added à list where 
Coniston athletes have parpated and ered The 
{Coniston Weighting Club eae into Being sa rest of 
{he moving of facies from Minnow Lake to Const 
Ralph Roy and Rober Lair wee the founders 0 the lb 
and Murray Veno was Coniston’ fist patipan, In 
‘October, 196, Mr, Roy Sitch, Superintendent of the 
{Coniston Sete and Custodian of te Community Contre 
rene provided the sl basement and the Conon 
‘Weighting Cub came ito beg 

Murray Veno won the Canadian Lifting Championship 
in the EL clas in 1963, 1964 and 1965 
the Pan-American fem to go to Winmipes, Ralph paced 
middleweight division 

‘Then in 1968 the Coniston weigher raved tothe 
Canadian Championship. Aldo Koy was iced represent 
Ro had mich rouble at thexe Canadian Championships 
Jn which he placed second due to beng the heavier man 
Te weighting, when tho competors are ed, the man 
at making the Olympic team at a contest eld at the 
Canadian’ National Exbiton. Unfortunate, he Gt 
re the Olympic standards despite placing fist 

As te young men who began the club gt older they sll 
von many compettion and ele fo many ste Ralph 
Roy was therecpent ofthe Jim Lily Memorial Awad i 
‘he memory of à Halton lier who was Kile in 1966. 











“The Coniston weirs wer as honoured by the Cy 
‘of Sudbury andthe Kinsmen Club In 196$, Murray Ved 
Stas nominated for Spovtsman of te Year and i 1966, 
Ka Ro was abo nominal for the sume sward 
‘Although they dda’ in, beng placed inthe company oF 
‘ther well-known Sudbury athletes was a goed indication 
‘tthe respec shown forthe Coniston Weighting Club 
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In 1918 Kevin Roy represented Ontario at the Canada 
vite Games in Brandon, Manito where he iced fst 
He also became the fst Canadian to it tree hundred 
pounds or mare in he clan and Je fiten Years of ge 
Since then he has travelled 10 Debrecen, Hungary in 199 
for the Junior World Competition. He placed teenth 
agains the word's best compettors, He has competed i 
the Amenca's Cup in Washington, D.C, the 1980 Junior 
World's io Montreal and the 198) Junior Worlds tn 

‘Toe present members ofthe Coniston Weighing Clb 
have re and wo many ties Young men ike Rolly 
(Chretien have represented Canada at the Junior Worlds 
(Gres. Nott Renee Alex Fer, Ned Greenspan Bob 
Timand Tey Spleen, Steve Dot havea en members 
represent Coniston at Canadian Championships; Ontario 
(Championships and at international competitions. Ther 
have coaibutedo puting Conston on te mapas a place 
that builds great ales. 
the Conan ‘Weighing ‘Clb at competitions and 
‘ehihtion around Northern Ontario and Canada 

Inthe pst veus, Murray Veno! Bab Leclair and Ralph 
Roy have cont buted ther knowlege abd experienc ofthe 
‘pet 1e up ad coming your ites. Ralph has coached 
Aldo who now resides in Ottawa where he teaches fish 
School rans and coaches a weighting cut. He as 
traveled aa tam coach to Rusa, New Zealand, Grec, 
Floland and many other places 
























Early Residents 


I can be sid tht the frst resident Of Coniston ere 
farmers in about 192. The wee flawed b§ralvay 
‘Somstrtion men and lambermen in 1905. Next came the 
‘Somirution personae the bull the Mond Nickel smeler 
fool, and be seer workers rms Vistora Mine fn 1913, 


“The mide 1920s saw new immigrants from Eastern 
[Baropeand ily adding othe population. an migration 
at ee true he Fit Wald War. Then 183 
as the newt period that saa aan of we Tacs. This 
Sommes imo the war sears ad the mide 1940's 


‘The year 1980 saw the implementation ofthe 4-hour 
‘nel athe soe, With at olowed more people setting 


inCossion. A numberof them came from the Fast Coast 
In 1951, there was a further dci nthe hours of work 
In te plano 40 how ve, and With that move new 
face. 

Te ca be ald that history once agin repeated itself, and 
3 new groop of immigrants came 10 Coniston afte the 
‘Salona World War. The umes mentioned in these pages 
ite tnd on information that the comte was 20 10 
‘bia from the residents who co-operated in supplying 
‘atrial We ted to ce a many residents possible 
through text and photographs obtained from whom 
woul spi them. Unfortunately thee was a time it 
Und we had to 0 1 press with whatever we had on hand 
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ACTON, John 


John ton and his wife Elizabeth were one ofthe ay 
des who sted in Coniston during the consracion 
fags of the Mond Nickel meer. 

“Phir fray conse of sons Dick and Tom. 

The sou of the pasta fold by son Tom now nearing 
‘san rein in SC Thomas thatthe Acton Fail came 
font 0 the Sudbury atea in 1907 moved back east Tora 
hor ime, then 10 ‘Sturgeon Fal and then landing at 
Romtordin 1910, John weno work for Playa a contac 
or who was buliig the Test Plant for Mond Nickel. When 
thesmeter opened 1913 he got à ob as an operator under 
“uperntendent Shultz inthe Tex Plan a ob he held unt 
{he plat "nas closed after the merger of Mond and Ino, 
He then went to work at the pump boue with flows like 
Paul Hiskey and vemalned tere ntl rerement i 1936 
‘Time Keeper and Vara for Lary Oxy in ranspore. 
‘hon ad on eft for eee id, Dick Aston only worked 
tthe lan for shore time when he and fellows ke Floyd 
‘Sinme, Leste Wale, Rod Walsh, Claude Olver, re Bay 
‘At Lattance and Ene Liz immigrated to" Detroit 
ot ho resided in tis town, sch as Toman Gren 
Master" Mechanic, Hany Since, Paymaster, Tom 
Merritt, Asaye, Bert Hage, Carpenter foreman and 
many oes. 

Te cance his recollection of Conon Tam sls soe 
of thelist things that cure in town during the eas 
days, such as 

“Johan Raine, making aide brew on Dubreis far 
scious the CPR tracks we the family was avay and he 
‘brew io the pig ough and go he es in the pen al run. 

‘Ace Browny night soi ma, Pur ae of ip À wa 
near noon this time. He gt stuck on Second Ave witht 
Toad. Ace swearing, chewing tobeeco and bain the old 
ose, was causing quite a foray jst as officals and girs 
Were coming ff the coach rom the plat a noon for une 
‘The result» the Tush effons made to develop sewage 














ack Murphy an imported locomotive expert borrowed 
{roan the Mantea Locomotive Works 1 ear dow od 102 
{osomotie hich bedi aa Ind out onthe Machine Sop 
floor and then went on a biage for Le weeks at aboot 
fencers and there syed old IB no an around knew how 
fo put it back togeter unt ‘another man came rom 
Montreal found Jack Murphy and brought hi back 10 
ork 

À Polite Thiet; The de Thompsons store on Second 
‘Ave was broken inf. The thief used og Mr. ALP. Thomp: 
Sons sgh and ore to dam the merchandise avay (a g00d 
{leigh fod) and hen pot the Pore Hack sto the bara end 
ieee sleigh where he pot 

The Mysterous Barrel A barrel of whiskey was sipped 
{oan unkown person in Coston, No oe claimed for 
three weeks The barrel was moved [rom the font ofthe 
Free shed othe back, where as h of the flor 
Someone dil through the she Too and though the 
Bate and away went the whisky. 

“Fore ad many mor such stories orate which no doubt 
‘woul in her nay tote send volume, He continues 
to maintain Got with friends sn Os comnanty 


AGGISS, Freeman M. 

Freeman Aggis was born in Hadleigh, Suffolk, England 
He came to Canada in 1920 and seed in Campbelford, 
Ontario, His wife Rath Lochend vas bora in Claboge 
{Lanark Coun, Omang. Ruth and Freeman were married 
ja Sudbury in 1926and vd in Larchwood wot 1927 when 
they came to Conon. Freeman was employe by the kel 
ompany a à sale cle and he remained withthe com 
any unt hie creme in 960 with 33 Year of sevice 

Ruth Loca vas à shoo teacher and she taught public 
school in Walaapiae 

"Thee were two crea inthe Aggiss family, Wiliam 
born in Sodbury and Frederik brain Conston. They were 
ducs in Coniston Public and Continuation choc 
Sudbury High Schoo! and Queen's University. Willan 











graduaed as a mechanical engineer and Frederick as a 
Sent engineer 


{ef Ae Freeman, reek, Mile and Ruth AS 





comment inthe United Church and other orranzations 
Freeman was trusts in both the Coniston Pubic and 
Continuation Schools, was Sextary of tbe Coniston 
ibrar and was aso mener and did work wih the St. 
did much work with the Red Cross andthe church Ther 
Eire were both inthe Air Cadets and Fred in the 
Coniston Band 

“The Aug Continue rove Conon after Freeman's 
raie. Fran pssd aay in September of 192 and 
Ruth in November ofthat same ear 

"Their son. Wiliam marié 2 Coniston gi, Mary 
Wandziak, ands now Superintendent of Malotenace and 
ngincerng Process Research with INCO i Prt Colborne 
nd Fredeick i Asstant Manager ofthe Provincial Pape 
Company st Georgetown, Ontario. 


ALBERT, Edward 
Brann, and came Surin 1925 He marie Cae 
Boudreau, à daoaher of a RowfordSuncion dary larme 
inion, 

He started to york for Mond Nickel in 1927 and 
‘etierent 42 years later in 1970, Most of Edward's working 





ays were pent in he sintering plant and in theater years 
te was a aft foreman, 
‘Maurice foliowed their father's footsteps and went to work 
{or the nickel company 

‘Edward end hs son Maurie have recently passed away 
Ccecile now resides in Sudbury as does her sn Cyr ad 
There ares number of grandcilren alk residing inthe 


ALBERTON Family 

Vittorio Vie" Alberton was bor in Vala Rise sy 
in 1995 and in 1914 became to Coniston fom Kay, with 
Bis dad, to work inthe rasta for Mod. a 1920 Vie 
{qt Mond ane went to work endearound a Timi for 
thre years before returning to Mond 1929 he quit again 
toy ns luck elsewhere, One yea ter he was back with 
Mond, his tine inthe smelter, where he sayed uni is 
relent a à puncher in 1960, 

ary in 1914 Angeline Chezz came to Coniston from 
amie th her parents at five yeas of age. In 1926 
[Angeline snd Vie exchanged mariage vows ad yea ater 
‘hy had purchased what wa to become thei permanent 

"Tere wee four chien bon to the couple; So marred 
to Simone Besoparan); Oro (arc te Sion Sim) 
[vera (ee Leo Laframboite) and Aug arid to 
Paulette Vincent) The thee boys are employed ith In 
and Seo has ue reed a à foreman, Libra works a8 à 

‘Angine and her children al ated Our Lady of Mery 
Separate School and were parent ur Lady of Messy 
Church. 

"Ther were nove ofthe ameni of ie when Angeline 
and Vie fist arved in Coniston and heavy but ur 

‘Angsine pated sway in 1968 flowed by Vien 1972, 








‘The Aberon Pony sedi ne, ie Le 
dns let ait So, Ora ond apa 








ALLARD, Victor 

‘Victor Allard was bor on a farm on le des Allmetes, 
‘Quebec in September, 1653, In us erly cents, be de 
acd travel in Ont and ily etd nlite place 
filled Victor Mines where he worked asa barber 

ma (eter known as Marie Barbeau was bora ia 
Febraay, 1891 on farm in Aa, During her lt tens, 
ber family moved to Victoria Mins to open up a rooming 
fd boarding house. Mamie helped at bore and ao worked 
À MeDougal's General Store 
hired om at Mond Nickel Mines. He continued t0 do 
barbesing in is re time 

in May 1913, Vigor and Mamie were marred in SL 
Anne's Church, Sodbury. The following year they moved 
{o Coniston where Victor began work a à cape athe 
Mond Nickel Smetr. Tat year, (0, à son was born 10 
tem, but to thir peat sorry, be lived but a fem days 

The Alls ad our edhe ten, all daughters Sea, 
Verna, Helen and Vil, 

‘Masse and Vicor were very happy couple who enjoyed 
‘hey mere members of the Notre Dame Sela Mee parish 
“Manic was always involved in church suppers and bazaars 
Her home baked bea, detclus pasties and roses were 
Known to many Conktonians She vas à ember ofthe 
{Catholic Women’s League an ofthe Ladies of S- Ae’ 
‘When the war broke out in 1939, ner enery Knew no founds 
as she patcpated in Red Cros work. She was never foo 
so ge a ping hand to frends and neighbours. She 
also acta aa me for Dr, Jobs unl daughter Verna 
came à repstered nurse and stepped ito er shows 

‘Vitor, oo, was alway bus, During the sure monts, 
he worked igen nhs huge garden to culte a varie 
‘ot seal forthe fay’ winter supply. He kep a lock 
‘ot some thirty chickens and even supplied some Of the 

‘During the dentsson yeas, Victor managed to keep is 
family clothed ane wel fed He spplemented his earrings 
by picking blueberries and shipping them to Toronto for 
‘eer money. Every fale member of the family had fo 
‘Contbute her fai share, Vicor also obtained a shoe lat 
Sd repaire he family shoes (no oo fae «handiwork, 
ut certainly lengthened thie we) 

















Hunting and fishing were Victor favourite sports: He 
seldom ‘came back ‘empty-handed. from such ip. 
‘Sometimes, his knapsack bulged wth patdges or à coupe 
fof rabbis or some arbors. Another time, he and his 
urine companions would bing home a deer, The amily 
never licked mest Sop 


Mamie and Victor enjoyed entertaining relatives and 
fiends at ld fashioned Fam gatherings. Aer à huge and 
‘oun diner, someone usualy coaxed Victorino doing 
sep dance or playing is on bis old olin whe à acc 


Otter Favourite pastimes were family picnic and playing 
00 and eae 


Mamie and Vicor never bad the opportunity to ge much 
schooling. Therefore, they were determined that thet 
Glen would get the be education within ther means. 
Al Tour gd their emo to comply ith thei wishes 
The final outcome was one reed mire and thre 
lementary schoo teacher 


Both Mamie and Vitor were very fond of shlden 
Unfortunatly, hey mere never to have the pleasure cing 
thar daughters many or 10 know and spoll thet 
grande or thir peat-grandetlen 


[Ac the age of on Apel 7, 1, Mamie did suddenly 
ac home. It war à great shock and lost he family and 
fends. Victor was lost and very lonesome without hs 
arte. He joined her on July 4, 1942 atthe age of 59 after 
shor lines 


Three of the Allard girs never taped too far aay from 
‘he family ome. Ses rire from the teaching profeson 
An June, 1974 and sting in Sudbury 


‘ern man in Coniston, a St. Joseph's Hospital and 
atthe Sudbury General Hospital Se reed in September 
1973. shelves in Sudbury and is married te David € 
Bamber who worked hs INCO yeas at Copper CIE. They 
rad three danger and à son. Tere are’ four 


Vila the youngest dau, is present teaching in 
(George Vanier Pub School, Lvl. Shes marie to Ear 
N° Simpson, à member of the maintenance group with 
INCO'at Crighion Mines. They had one 08. 


‘Helen, after working nthe Sudbury area for some three 
yar ef tila chine vacancy an Nabe. While working 
there she met and mario Jim H. Baste, an R.CALP 
bie. She had to give up teaching when they moved to 
‘Alberta where her husband as sent to work in various 
Postings. They nally seed permanently In Calgary and 
Ficen went back to teaching nl he reiement 1973 
The Bauer raked two sons and They have” thee 
année. 


LE Mamie and Viste ere abet return fr avis, they 
sou be pleased to lean that there as Been no Break i 
amily ations. Asana noc, possibly ther aly regret 
‘would be that thir fst born did nt lve to cary on he 
Alacd name. 





1m 








ANDREOLA, Ernesto 

Emesto Andrea was born in Lacs, al and in January, 
1926 he came to Coniston and teed on with Mond to 
Work in the quary. [a 1984 he marie Clara Comin who 
Mas born in Colton in 914. They had two cldren le 
In'Coniston, Norma and Bra who ae both homemaker 
In thecal forties they moved to Niagara Falls where two 
tore daughters Joanne and Paulie were born fo them 

‘Clara attended Our Lady of Mere Separate School and 
(our Lady of Mery was the amy char 


7 






ar real the hardships Of her chldhooë ays as 

clin the alle on her moter and da. Sh as ond 

‘memories ofthe fiendship in Coniston in those das. 
They presently ve la Califor 


ANGOVE, John 

John Angove came to Canada in 1912 when be was 19 
year old rom Camborne, Corawal, England, and worked 
Around the Crean Hil zea, Ht wie, Janet Eanon 
‘grated fo Canada i 1910 from arty; Kent, England 
‘They were marie in Sudbury and ad tw sons, Keth and 
Task 

in addition to spending some time in the Sudbury area, 
Job spent short period of ume in Peanylvania He 
returned o Casa io work as pole oir. He was Clef 
‘ot Potice and er Sera onthe oboe Force in Coniston 
Besides hs police du, he ls assumed the position of 
‘Chet of the Coniston Five Brigade 











108 


‘The Angoves were members of All Saints Anglican 
Church Tne wa ain igre in he Women's Autry 
A oûn wat Tresor of the cure fom 1987 ut 191 

They loa ther son Keith in 1990. The ober Soa, Jack, 
served ith the Royal Canadian Ax Force in World Wat 
TE He mated a Coniston git, Bonnie McKeral. 

inthe mid 19404, Joa Sr decided he woul ies change 
in police work and took postion wih the Chapeau 
Police Fore: He remained nts job unl he rete ack 
ie has made his home in Coniston, works for INCO as an 
‘ceria He and his wife are active inthe comma 
Sek saved on ie town council, He now spend is lure 
‘ne culing and going. 


ARGENTIN, Frank 

‘orn in Casefranco, Italy, in 1897 an adventurous 17 
year ld Franco ‘Prank Argentinsrived in Canada and 
tanded a ob withthe CPR on the north shore of Lake 
Supenior. He then made Fore. Willam Ms next stop 
Stee he worked sv astevedore From here het his and 
mining in Siok Lookout for 18 months, bad a short 20 
A a starch factory and spent two ears ata Toronto 
Picard before coming #9 Connon and Mond a à 
‘mechani 192.1 1925 ce urgeto Wander took him 10 
"Timmins, So, Windsor and Party Sound, but Coniston vas 
already in he blood and before the Jar Was out be had 
feturned to Mond and the mechanical deparent To 
‘here he etd rom Ino in 1962, 








In 1932 Frank returns to Italy anda year ater be marie 
abet ‘Roma’ Bers who was bon in Tel 1903, 
An 19 Frank was Das in Coniston with is fle and es 
rls were ent them ere; Mary (rs Berni Lala 
nds (ir, “Tepper Caverson) and Vala (Ms. Francs 
‘Wright. Six grandchideen round out te family 

“The cikren attended the Coton, Separate and 
Continuation Sehool and Linda graduated aan RN fom. 
‘be Marymount Schoo of None, Mary and Vala Ive 
fn Sudbury and are career homemakers. Linda es i 
‘Conston and a nat at the Sudbury General Hori 

‘St Pal the Apostle the fay church 

Frank passed aay i 1973 


ARMSTRONG, John. 

John Armstrong came to Canada from the Glasgow rea 
in Scotland by workin bat for passe oh country 
In 1904, He voted and got nob à farmhand f the 
(nave Valley. He saved ts money in hope of trong 
{o Scotland Te loesome fe on à farm away rom bi kin 
tae Job deveiop à ove of muse and a deste to pay à 
‘olin, bout fit son in Ottawa whl working 
fn the farm, However, he farmer would no thin Rep 
the von Inthe house so he Kept I in the bart and on 
Sunda afternooas when the boys from the neighbouring 
sma would gather they would ll take tne ring 1. 
‘master ing. John became avery good kn pase and 
Al vithout the help of reading muse 

Jon di euro to Scotland but didnot stay tere very 
tong. He euro to Canada wth ister Jean who bc 
Ms, MeLuchie and prend rende in Toronto, John 
Aecded to y bis lëk at farming in Wester Canad 
fowever, thi didnot lst to fog. He returned & 
Chester where he ad ben corespoding wit 4 Young 
Jady bythe name of Leonora Claridge, John and Leonor 
ete martied on December 29,1913, and before 100 long 
the Aaron made te move Lo Coniston with Leonora's 
ares, the Cages. They bought property on Concession 

John Armstrong went to work forthe Mond Nickel 
‘Company saved hs money and bought a farmat Romford 
‘round 1922 He moved hs family there and remained on 
the farm ant 1965 hen he passed aay. 

in addon (o farming and working for the alckel 
compan, and enjoying his Vol, John as an ardent 
Photographer and developed hs ova photraphs. 

Ta the early 190° the Armstrongs ven foraine Pgs 
wnt 1952 when the cire stared to leave home and it 
tras too much for John and his wife to cary On on thei 








Left ight Emma, Wie, Jon Ese Jon S AMON 
behind he og bar he Romford fom 





“There were orginally thirteen hldren in he Amstrone 
family, with lg ving for some te. Emma (Mes. Bert 
Talo) snow deceased they had fay of wo. Margret, 
(Mis. Garbet Trace) lives in igion and they bave four 
‘Hiren: Emily (Mrs, Ray Mila snow deceased there 


ere five chron in that family. John Jr. mace Mary 
‘Nat and they stile onthe family farms they had a 
fumly of ian Leonora, John's mothe, il ies with 
them. Esse came Mrs Laon McCutchan, and makes 
her home in Brantford hey have ome ld, Wired ma 
ted Verda Vell, They havea family of seven and ive ln 
Connon. Leona Ms, Ren Cain as vs in Coniston and 
fey have a family of x Lola s marie to Walter Mur 
lies Haamer ad they have a arly of our There ate 
‘hrs pander, twenty-one great andere and 
fone ereserest sande inthe Armscona fi. 

ohn Armstony Sr tas since passed away. Leonore, now 
93 ves with her son John and has fond memories of hi 
fea ‘She recalls the big touring ear that was called 
‘Whippet owned by tem, the picnics, and horse and 
buggy’ ies, Mos of all shel soy that her Sst bot, 
the og cab on Conceaon Stet, hs Bee torn down 


AUSTIN, Edgar Taylor 
Lo run bth. Asayoung surveyor, Ea plotted alocation for 
‘the foundation ofthe Coniston Smtr and lid out the 
Nage tete fore here mere ny bllings of any kin. 
Superntedent and Mayor of the town, 

Ed was bor in Whify in 1888 and was the son 





farmer, Ava boy he atended «county school and di is 
share of the chores around the Farm. He weat to Whitby 
Collate Insure and a 1909 be graduated trom the 
School of PractialScence a the University of Toronto, 





sf conac with the ike instr was in 1909 when 
te seat the summer at Garson Mine as a muck, a del 
sir and à powder monkey. He spent «year working in 
the engineering office of the Gulf Refining Company in 
Beaumont, Tera. He thes returned 10 University to tis 
Bachelor of Soeace Degre. 

Ed enjoyed hie fist taste of life inthe north an, after 
sraduting, be beaded stat back, locating stn Copper 
‘Git and ten in 1911 in Conso. 

‘When the ew lant started up in 191 after everyone had 
moved down from Victoria Mines, he was made Assistant 
Sueles Superintendent.” Wen Superintendent JF 











Robertson became Works Manager around 1919 Ea was 
promoted to Smelter Superintendent snd, is 1987, when 
WA. MeDonmel ree, he as paced in share of the 
Whole plat He hed this positon ai is reteset On 

He served as Reeve of Neelon-Garson Towaship for two 
year and Mayor of Coniston athe ome Of corporation 
An 1934 una 146, 

Alcs flrement, Ed remained in the Sudbury area 
enjoying hi camp at Windy Lake and doing some vase 
Sod from time to time vied Conlon to se wore of his 
old fends tke Tony Desautels and James Novauny, 

"Edward Austin and is wte Aie had ome dante Bey 
who became Mn. Jim Davey and made her home in 
Sudbury. They are al now dosesed, excep for Unee 
randsons, Broce, Bdgar and Au. 











BABI, Michael 

Mich! Ha ame to Canada in 1911 from he Ukraine. 
He ist ste im Copper CT and later moved to Espana 
In 1923 he came to Coniston and Was employed with the 
Mond Nickel Company 

His wife, Paraska Onushi, came to Canada from the 
Ukraine in 1924 and sted in Coniston, Her brother 
Dar sls resided in Const at that time 

Mics and Paraska were arid in Coniston and raised 
«fail of wo boys, Wiliam and John. Both were cates 

‘Alter time Michal left INCO and went to work for 
Falconbridge Nickel Mies, and remained thre ual his 
relrement. He has since pased vay 

‘Willa ian insurance representative, is now mari, 
and ives in Sudbury. John an lee fr Falsonbridae 
Nickel Mins Ld, made, and ves in Onaping 

Para a member of St. Michal Ukrainian Church. 
Se looks forward Lo is rom her sons and rand, 








BABY, George 
‘George Baby was Borin 181 in the vilge of Sarafets 
in th Province of Gai, Atri, now par ofthe Ursin 
In 190$ he ame tothe U.S.A, where Re spent Yeas 
farmed ait of money and learned some English and then 
Feturned home o mary hs chldhood sweetheart, Chisina 
Mularchuk- They then came 10 Canada 
be acted as an interpreter for fellow passengers and was 
ered a job on Alam crossings ans (he emigrants 
Who spoke te or no English He destined the offer and 
moved to Espanola where he started a general store, bake 
Shop and pool room. In 1913 he moved his busines 10 
Coniston ut was bunt ou, so Be returned Lo work forthe 
Mond Nickel Company where he remind uot hé 
“The Babys had dencre: Anna, Julia and Bill born 
in Victoria Mine; Dan in Espanol: George, John, Lena, 
Mary, Helen and Elizabeth in Coniston, 





Frot ro ft right Mary, George SJ ch Hele, 


George was very ative inthe Ukainian community in 
Coniston. He was one of several people who nue 
response forthe building of all and church ia tht 

is lds so, Bil, joined hin a woking in the Coniston 
sale. 

“The Babys eventually moved fom Coniston into Sudbury 
and founded Baby's Garage on Frood Road in 1936 
‘Georg, Dan and John were involved inthe busines! sd 
‘ohm sil, today, cominucs to operate a ra, 

“Georg Je pad aay in 196) and Elzabeth in 1982. 
‘Therest ofthe amily, excep He, sl eden Sub 

Bl was a alder for the Cty of Sudbury for many 
ears. Anni à Mn, Rape, Julia boeame Mrs. Rosoe 
Léna marne Wally Macitot, Mary Ms. Mad Hel 
became Ms. Smith, and Elzabeth was Mr, Bec 

“George Sr passed aay in 196 and hs wile Chris 
in 1988 











BACHORSKI, Bill 

Bill Rachorks married Anastasia Zayer in 1922 and 
decided fo Some to Canada and make a beri 

"They It for Canada in 1926 and, acting où a friends 
suggestion, came to Canon, Bi pot ab on the charge 
Toor wih the Mond Nickel Company and thy spent al hr 
‘ime in Conston, During B's ae years, ne was lei 
foreman onthe charge Ter 

“They had two daughter Sophie and Stella, who were 
bot aed and educated in Coston. The daughters have 
‘atid and sete i te Toronto aa. 

‘rete in 1957 and he ans wie eventually moved 
to Toronto be lose to ther daughters. 

Anastasia has sae passed say Bl in is 90s and 
is sll gong stron. 








BAGGIO, Giovanni 

‘Govan! Baggio and Fortunata Simeon! were both born 
in Call D Godeqo, Tay in 876 and 1884 respective 
They wer maria in 190 and three cideen were Bora 0 
them there. Maro, the eldest, became a farmer and never 
me fo Canada He died in 1982. The other two children 
amet Canada: Roma (Mis. P- Crema) who came bere 
in 120, al lives in Coniston. Victor "Vi (maid to ¥ 
Gente) passed avay in 1970. 

Ta 1908 Giovanni same to Canada wit his une, who 
was ons seo ire, and they came 1 Viton Mine 
Te 91 Forunata and Vitor jlned Giovan here and one 
rar later they came to Coniston. Giovanni hited on with 
Mon where he stayed o retire from Ineo asa plateworker 
In 11, Five more children wee bors to the Bagi in 
Coniston. Marelina (Mrs. Ly Photo) à homemaker, ves 
in Coniston Jui marred io À. Comacetio) a maintenance 
Foreman nh Igo, resides Sudbury and retired in 197 














Mary (Mes, R, Domenic) housewife Ives in Hamlin, 
{Geno (mari oR. Veste) à forerman with Inco, makes 
À home in Sudbury and reed 1982. Ela es. R 
Pell) à homemaker, al lives in Sudbury 
The family church vas Our Lady of Mere and later on 
Sc Pal the Apostle The live slden born in Coniston 
Ve edited nthe Coniston Separate Schoo 
“Giovanni and Fortuna encountered the sae dificult 
conditions tha other who arrived a hat time face 
‘Govanns passed say in 1965 and as predeceased by 
ortunata in 1956 
Tey ate survived by 20 grandchildren, 34 great 
anche, and four area greararandehiden, 





BALDISERA, Valentino 

‘Valentino Baldisra was boca in Castelo Di Godego in 
ras layin 884 ad came to Victor Mine ia 1910 
‘That samme year bis fatherinlaw 1. Simeon came 10 
Victor Mine to works however, be pass away a shore 
time ater: re yeas later Valentino moved tothe new 
tncer in Coniston. In 1913 Valentino's wife, Ancona 
{mean came to Coniston fom aly with hee daughter 
Ria (rs Foe Caverson) and they Ke wih eghours 
Sl thelr home was bale 

ete; four more cidre were bora to them, namely 
Vito Vie (marie co Yolanda Cavern): Arta (MIs 
{: Limareli, Eperam (Mes. Santo Fav) and Gino 
{mardi Ida Giver. 

in 1924 Valent’: mother Gitta Zancheta) Bale 
came 1 ive withthe family in Coniston. I 1932, daring 
the depreson, Gadi, Antonia, Esperanza and Gino went 
totaly. Thre yeas lier Antonia apd Gino were back a 
‘Const. Esperanza mare ia aly were de and Santo 
“period a grocery and butcher shop Tor 23 years before 
réal to Coniston 

“The cides were eicated at Our Lady of Mery Schoo 
‘Tne family char was Our Lady of Mere and now St. Pa 
he Apostle 














































Frot fe rhs ronde Lino Crean & Lars 
Back ow ft rie Rene Bar) Caron. Vitor Baer, 


Valentino worked as a blacksmith; is son Vitorio 
followed in his footsteps. Gino and Vie bourre from 
Inco, Gino as à briklayer and Vie as à blacksmith and 
‘arpentr Rosin Rose’ operated the Nickel Ch for man 

There were none of the amenities of life when the 
Balises ave. Gita pased away in 1981 293 years 
of age and Astonia ded in 1969, predeceased by Valentino 
fn 194. Anta dled in 1979 fliowed by Gio in 198 

There ave prend 15 srandtidren and 30 grt 
srandcilre, 

















BARAN, Peter 
Pater Baran came to Canada in 1928 from the Ukraine 
sand seed in Comston. He went to work for Mond Nickel 
Copan tthe Conon ee wa dof in 190 
He vas marred in 1936 at Fort Wiliam to Ole 
‘Peers hobby hasbeen gardening, and from the early days 





Pate ond Opa Barr 





hc bas wom prizes inthe annual INCO competion when 
the company paire in such ventures, 

“The Baran! are members of SL. Michal Ukrainian 
Ccathole Church and make te home om Walter Stee 





BARAZZUOL, Giuseppe 

Giuseppe (oe) Barazzuol who wat born in 1878 and 
FFloment Marcon, who was thee years younger exchanged 
mariage vows in Treo, aly im UP, Jo had already 
teen in Toronto, Canada for wo years when he returned 
home, marred Pomens and then ru with he ote 
In Victoria Mine. Ath he same Year They don't make 
them ike tha anymore, Here the fay notes by ree 
he bith of Vio da (tr. A. Bato and Mary (Ms 
Recast, 

in 1919 the family moved to Coniston where Joe ws 
employed by Mond as à mason, job he Held ant hit 
he Barazzuos van à small grocery sore on what is now 
(Caruso Set They were bed th fi 
Rien, Jean (M. G- Oras, “Ci 
Pagnct nd Norman 

“Our Lady of Mery asthe fay church and he hilten 
ete educated in the Coniston Separate and Continuation 
Schools. Thelen pew up and afer sty at Inco, Vio 

up his own crane busines in Detroit Ida, Jean and 
Alen! ther perte to homemaking and ean ivelved 
herself hotel management, Rize started out a Too 
but lier moved fo Timms. Cats and Norman ar both 
Fated Ino employees. Custer rere a a machine shop 























leva rib Cnr, Aime Jon, Norn, Mary a Va 


In the early das living condsons were dificult fr this 
couple and thar aeighbour aster was no ruins water, 
[ctrl oF indoor plumbing. Neverelss the ami 
Survived the Rardships and in 1987 eteyone Jlned to 
‘elebrate Je and Filomena Oh wedding aniversary. At 
5 Barazzuol family reunion in 1981 there were 98 selves 
resent om as far avay as te west coat 

Rien posed away in 1935 and in 1959 Joe and 
jrna let his together ashe had been thse many 
as, They ded one day apart 














Barbe, Emile 

Emile Barbe, a tiré generation Canadian, was torn in 
Enbrun, Québet in 1897, His prandfatber was born in 
Papineau le 188, From Embra te falls moved 10 
‘aren and in 1905 the sealed in St, Chars. 

Forme St. Georges was born in Peneanguisene 
‘Ontario 1897 and move oS. Chars the fllowing ear. 
Fm DV Emile went to work for inco sa Crean Han 1921 
when he rewned tothe St. Charles homestead to work on 
the family farm. That same year he and Florence were 
Inari ia Sts Charles nin 1928 they moved to Coniston 
td nile was employed by co where he worked unt his 
fetrment ia 1988 ae à craneman 





Sed fright Martha, France, Force, Ee, Margret 





‘here were en cilen born to Horence and Emile 
ane who di in afany, André "Andy (married Lo 
Frances ‘Sweatingen); Frangole “French (Mr. U 
CComacehio), Hetor (marred to Lorraine Goselin) nd is 
{vin Ernest wo died in fan Aime (arid Lo Vivian 
aude Leo “Lefty” (named to Helen Nor); Martha 
(ts Win. Morsson ander twin Margaret (rs. Wn 
Cote) and Joseph "Joe aed to Noreen Benet) 

Emile and Florence went oa country school int. Charles 
hile the eden were edated in he Coniston Separate 
Sad Continuation Schools foe also atended St. Cares 
alle end Françoise went Sudbury High and graduated 
‘Sa teacher from Ottawa Teacher's College. Martha, now 
Foire in Chatham is an RIN. sraduaing from St. 
Sones Hospital in Sudbury and Margaret isan RNA. 
‘emery wit the Sudbury Publle Health Unit. Joe bas 
Served on town council spd Hector bas been à volunteer 
fireman for more dan 25 years. Je, Hector and Léo are 
ployed by Inco, thelatr asa foreman and Aime works 
[SFlconbridge. And, of basal and hockey fame, Nes 
in Pinsburgh snd i owner of à Coke bowing plant 

Florence who now resides at La Roce recalls the dit 
ronds ack of cris, outdoor pees and open ches 
eso the ears ays 

Tn 197 Florence and Emule cosbrated thelr Mein 
ing anniversary and amongst te many offspring were 
BS'grandchidien, Thee are rent 13 Canadian 6h 
Renan gra prandchlten, Emile passa aay in 1971 





BARBE, George 

‘George Barbe was bor in Estallfield, Quebec, and hs 
wife Juice ie Montpelier, Quebec. They were marie in 
Si Charis in 1919 and std ine SL Charles area. The 
Shire ine Barbe fal are Germai, Georgette, Rene, 
‘Mines alice: Eres, Jean-Louis and Case 

“Th fam came io Coniston in 1938. George hired on 
wi he atroadonal Nickel Company and vas à asian 
fora number of years afi his Beal fale, He spent the 
Femnainde of his working Years in he changehouse sa dry 

Tr daughter Gertaine marred à Coniston native, 
George Halverson, who worked in the Coniston patshop 
lues became a foreman, The) ate now reed and live tn 
SL Charles, Georgette makes her Home in Sudbury. Rene 
‘tons a the Copper CLI carpenter shop, fora aube of 
rs rein Sudbury, and now makes hs home in Alba, 


Aline and Alive both became nurses. Aline ve in Sudbury 
and Ale im North Bay. Jean-Louis metallurgical 
Sngiece and now makes his home in Iron Mountain, 
Mia, U.S.A. Emet an INCO worker He and his 
wife reste in Coniston, Care, who is now Mrs. Ken 
anton, also es in Coniston 

‘George peed aay in 1968 and his wife Julie, sil 
sakes er home ia Coton 





BARNOSKI, Ignace 





ace Parks was horn in 1890 and came 19 Canada 
paler othe Fat World War from the Province of Gaia 
fren under Austean ele He sed in Saskatchewan and 
mari Ela Koza 


1 








They had two children, Jo and Nelli, Jo was born in 
Watrous, Saskatchewan and Nelle a Coniston. 

“The Basnoris came to Comnton in 192, Ignace wen to 
on forthe Mond Nisks! Company. He worked inthe 
Face department onthe charge oor as motorman and 
Inthe bins nace fied in 163 and passed ay In 1979 
ad ded in 1977 

“This daughter Nee, who fs now Ms. Bi Back, makes 
het home i Burlington. Joe, who followed is father nto 
the nickel istry, jus recent retired, He and is wife 
Rose make their home a Co 





BASSETT, Henry 

Henry Base and hie wife Mary Utey were natives of 
Pott Hope, Ontario. They were married in 19 inthe oy 
Of Toronto anda couple of years ater found themselves 
fading info orhern Ontario ad tang Up rence in 
Copper Cit where Henry was employed by the Nickel 
Company. Wie ia Copper Clif, the amily lived on 
{Cure Stet, This stay a Copper Chi dnt last 100 
Tong, Henry derided to go to work for Mond Nickel in 
{Cotston He was employed ia the Coniston plate shop a 
‘SSoliermaker, and many à day he spent clawing ia and 
Sur of the hot fie bores repairing cubes on the tam 
Incomotves 

“The Basses red and ducted seven children in 
Conlon. They were Wilted, Edna, Bernice, Marion, 
‘Norman, June and Dorothy. Norman pss aay ata aly 
Doune age, Wild followed his father inc the ce plant 
In'Coniston, worked ia the plate shop and later weat onthe 
any for. The irl, Bernie and Marion, also worked 
{Sethe shel compan nthe pant dving the Second World 
‘Wars Edna war a diecan, became Mis. Abert Hil and 
Seted in Guelph Bernie marie CiffordTsclbar and 
fied In Krchener, Maron became Mrs, Gerald Cr, made 
her home in Copper Cliff Dorothy was, Ms. Joseph 





Bronihesk and alto resided in Copper Clif. June became 
Mr Olver Kosbel and lines in Kitcenee. After the war, 
Wile scl in Miton, Ontario 






Henry Basset continued 19 work in the Coniston pate 
shop and rental became the plate shop foreman. He 
Fa in 195 with 3 gear service, Mary passed away in 
1959 and Henry in 1973. 

‘OF te serch Basset chien, onl June stil ving and 
is sail in Kitchener, Edna's daugher Norma resides in 
Sudbury ands do several of Dorothy à ete vein tbe 
fea, The Batts had 30 grandoiléren. 





BATTISTUZZI Brothers 
‘Gino Ratistuza was bor in Pianzano, Treviso, Kay in 
1898 and wasthe fis of thre brothers 0 come te Canada, 
He arived herein 1914 and war hired ty Mond where he 
Syed umn quit Inc as a lime in 1953. He tunes 
and they had one child named Rita. À heasly wooded 
cumsy, no hydro, no plumbing and serai poor Da 
Éondiéons gro Gino on his arrival. He ie ia 1977 





Vito Battisti was bora in 1859 the same town and 
te uted in Canada in 1926 and came to Conlon where 
fe was hired by Mond In 1934 he rete otal to mar} 
Marie Martin focal gio was bors a 1910. Upon 
thar tur to Coniston Vito found that his job had Ben 
Teemipntd and it wae not wnt 1936 that he as rehire, 
‘When he einen 1964 he bad 28 years of credited service 
That danger Peur ses in Toronto and isa Manages 
svt Ball ith more than 20 ea serie 








The parents were scat in Phanzano's local schools and 
Baie atended Coniston Separate and Continuation 
‘Schools and Sudbury Hip. St.Paul the Apose sie family 

“Gineppe “Joe Barina! as born in 1904 in the same 
ton at lo came 10 Conon in 1926 and sated with 
Mond In 1943 Tor quit ne co take up the barring trade 
Fn Sodbury. In 1946 he returned to aly where he maid 
‘Giovanna Fedat in 1947. In 1949 they returned 9 Coniston 
ee resud hs barberng Sudbury In 195 he couple 





BATTISTUZZI, Giuseppe 

orn in Piamzano, Hal. in 1880, Gutxppe (los) 
patstuza decided Canada ste place o be ad in 190) 
he showed up in Vistria Mine looking or ajo To 1921 
fs 20 year ol wile Angelina (née Di Naa and thei Young 
‘on Maisto joined Je tere In 1913 when Mod's new 
Acer was taking shape the family moved to Coniston 
‘where Joe became a machinist, 2 Job Re held unl his 
earemeat n 10, 

in 195 a log bling which had been a store in Vitoria 
‘Mine was moved to Coniston etre and was cat 
het sl stand, alter renovations a the fan home 
‘The new atvls fund afew crade homes bul in heavily 
Tan surroundings. For many years Joe matin wel 
room tse playground where enjoyed many à app 
Snday wth ends, wih procedings closely monitors 
bythe family dog "Watch Joe was an affable fellow, 
raptor his ability and ike by his fellow workers. He 
alarm bouts as caretaker and general superior 
Uhrig the construction ofthe inital Club alee bung. 











Four more children were bora to Joe and Angelina after 
tei arial in Coniston. ines wn is pared To Hector 
Fabris, Niko bo vera home, Via a widow and was 
pared to Anglo Franche, and Ea wh also lives 

Marist was a mechanic at Ino until shoaly before he 
paved away in 1987. Nido, eed in 1978 vas caeman 
Iino and Emma ao worked a ace during the war eas. 

The cilren were eduated in he Connon Separate and 
Continuation Schols with Our Lady of Mercy and St.Paul 
The Apostle being the Fay churches. 

“oe ied is 1964 and Angelina joined him in 1966 





BEAUPARLANT, Alex 

Alex Beauparant was a native of St Gabriel de Brandon, 
(ucbec, At an er age he moved with his family to he 
S'Cnanes armina ares Where he grew up and eventually 
‘amet Coniston in 195 search of work with the Mand 
Nickel Company. 

À ver fet be wen to work in Coniston, Alex marred 
Maria Lemiron ofS, Charles They had fay of thee 
Simone who became Mis Sto Alberton, May who mari 





Alex Areneau, Yvon who at a dispatche with the CPR 
Sod smart to Lane Lorena Simone and May sil 
ihe in Coniston, 

‘Alex vas a jovial ye of low and He a god argument 
whether var about poltce or por. He was à great 
fender of the Monten! Canadiens 

He spent mos of hs wockng days inthe sintering plant, 
sem} becoming a foreman. 

le plays an active role in the St John's Ambulance 
cone acing as an instroctor tothe en on the Job. 

‘Alek asa vit of à agi accident which ocurred on 
ths oming of Febroary9, 1981 wen abs load of working 
men où thei way from work were struck by a CPR rain 
‘Act and a umber of co-workers were stanly Kile 
À ar à sad day ia Coniston 

Maria cari om rating the children and continuing to 
tne in Conston. Lately she trbed her home over 10 
flughier May and fers resides ta Pioneer Manor in 
Sodbury 





BEHUN, John 

John Behun was born na farming town called Chorosikiv 
inthe Ukraine fn 887 Like many of his countrymen, John 
trated to make a beter life for hel, so he decided (0 
ome to Canada in 1911, The CPR. wanspored many 
migrant to the prairie o work the land. He ound that 
there was no mone) i farming and os of bard work. He 
heard of Consign and te Mond Nickel Company where 
A ot of his friends and relatives bad seed and were 
‘toring. He headed eatin 1915 nd ot Him a job and 
Sani to work uti 1982 

Tn 1985 John marred Anna Chorney, who had come to 
Canada in 1924 Anna vas le bor a Chorosti. an 
tras one of te ence children thet father brought 10 
Canada in those carly day 

Tanna and John Behun Rad wo boys, Willa, who i 
employed by CN.R ina supervisory capa) n Toronto, 
Sn Past who ines in Coniston and is emplojed by INCO 
gra Mechanical Isnt. 








ad developed into an accomplis singer. He as been 
ea not only a lead singer in several church bos, but 
As ao à soloist inthe well known Daipro Choi 

Sohn Behun passed say in 1932 and Ana sno esiing 
in Sudbury enjosing a healthy ie 





BELANGER, Felix 

Felix Belanger wat born in 1991 on a farm near 
(Chlstord Hs parents operated the Roc in hat tv aid 
his father abo ran the very stable and acted 35 Justice of 
the Peace, 

‘At the age of 18 in 190), el decided overture out on 
hic own and moved into Sadbury and dd odd job. in 914 
he was Hire on atthe Mond Nickel Co in Coniston 

aix met Nelle Modeste who was bor in Warten an 
ad gone to ive ita he fami in Crea il. The couple 
ere married in 1915 im St. Anne à Chueh in Sudbury 











Felix spent the next 40 yeats working forthe Nickel 
oman ats ane prt nb net bling 
"They were active i the community and members of Our 
Lady of Merey Church. 





They had à family of four; Adjuor who became a 
carpenter and worked in both Conon and Copper Cl 
Sod as since tire. eli, Mes. Vanett now eds in 
‘hts, Frederik in inthe Federal Service, and Jase 
À a made technician ving in California 

Both Felix and Near now deceased, He died in 1960 
and in 1971, Thi son Adjutor who & nou retired si 
fae clove contact with Conso tage he liver on the 
Kinesway ad ea his wie belong to Out Lady of Mery 
Church, 





BELOWOS, Steve 
Steve Belowos vas born inthe village of Choos i 
the Ukraine, In 1910 he came to Canada search of «fob 
Aa a better fe His fis stop was Monta! and thea he 
Annie ily came to Canada in 1911 from nihbouring 
village called Chfopiwka and sted in Montreal with het 
Seer Nelle 

‘Steve and Annie were maris in Monreal and hes 
moved to Victoria Mine, Crean Hil are, where Annie 
tod were eme 

in 913 Sev came to wor in Coniston fr the Mond 
[Nickel Company, and work thee unt 1929, They Ive 
the frend of Edvard Siret and Steve and Ane ls 
operated a dry goods sore 

The bd i chien, Fred, Walter, Mary, Bi, Mike and 
Sophie, al orn in Coniston, 

“Alter Steve quit the smelter in 1929, they moved to St 
Anne's Souter One fora hot period of tne, ware 
they bough a fruit fre, Life down south was oto ter 
likin so they returned to he Sudbury aes Before oo lone 
they were bck in Coniston and purchased a home fom Dan 
Chiara, The home and propery which atthe Ta end of 
Will Sreet sll tthe family. Theis 
thet 

‘Steve pasied away in 1958 and Annie in 195. 

Mary, Walter and Sophie ive in Hamilton. Fred and 
Mike, the peennal bachelors, ad bother Bl tl lve i 
Conisn, 

















See rah Sine, Woh, Prd. Stein eon eh 


BENEDETTI, Nicholas 

189, before the turn ofthe century Was when Nicolas 
(Di Benedetto) Benedet it came to Canada at 28 seas 
‘Stage trom Chavon, italy. He was employed by the CPR 
fora shore wile and then by the Canadian Copper Co. In 
(Copper Clit He was als ame ofthe fest men working st 
{Cun Hi and shone went to Czlahton Mie, 

Tn 1908 he returned home, married 2 year old ATbina 
Toppazzni and after Rien (Zee) was horn he returned 
10 Copper iif in 1912. The nex yar is wie an Son 
Joined fim and betes second soa Flor (Mane) was born 
{One year later te family moved 1 Gatson where he and 
Ben Scant became partners n à rocery business, Here 
Umberto Ber, Yollpda, Timmy and Autote were born 

Th 1919 the family moved to Const where Nicolas 
penal his own grocery wore. Two more sons Nicholas 
Tb and Galina were orm hee In 196 the entire amily 
mord to lay and et ther tore fm Ben Scagnet's care 
‘Tyee eat later Nichole and Ma sos Zee and Mavic 











Faure to their tte on Allan Street where Nicolas et 
isto sons in charge it 1931 and retuced home to Tay 


Said ef re Neha, Abie msn Gun. Stoning 
Witte rat, dise Yond, Umber, Yr For (Mah 
no a, ie (joy, Nett or 





In 1934 Maxie went to work for Inco and stred as a 
panier in 1972. The following year eve started for Inco 
de ted jn 1979 a craneman, In 1934 Bert reared 
ftom italy and the net eat he went to Work fr Inco. In 
Wt Nicholas and is ster Aurore who had mated Julio 
Di Benedetto, both came back to Coniston and back men 
‘were employed at Inco, 

“he feflowing year Caldino came back o Coniston, and 
worked forthe to unl 1988 whea he also wen o inc, 
When Yolanda had js rived, She tajed for 20 years and 
Then retuned 0 Ral. 

“ere was sewacd forthe Mine Mill Union for many 
eats and played soe for several loa teams is Youth 
Ville Maxie became one of te anna Conlon Band 
member and also served a rues Tor Club Alu for 

"The Tay members ell the dirt road, open ditches. 
lack of runing water and no eles, et. fr the early 
bears They remember in 933 when there weewo saline 
pus in town, one at Nowguay Bras, General Store and 

Nicholas passed away in 1988, predeceased by Aina in 
104. Der and Galina died in 1974 and 1940 respecte 
‘Aurore pase vay in 1978. 


BENOIT, Harvey L. 

Harvey Benoit va born in Chippawa Falls, Wisconsin, 
USA in 1885, His parents, Emery Benol and Fc, 
Lega were repatriated to Canad, having et the county 
{rom the Beaharols area in te province of Quebec, The 
Fanny farmed ia Dunne Township area around Sc Chase, 
Ontario, 

"This region was founded mostly by rpatated French 
Ccanaduans whose famiies had left Canada to Werk in the 
texte indus ofthat country and Rad returned to their 
Teloved Canada to make à Ving 

In B11, Harvey met Anna Bertrand, a newly arived 
schoolteacher frm La Pate, Ontario They were ated 
In Werte tat same year Harvey and his new bide 0k 
to farming, but shorty ater died to seek employment, 

1a 1912, Harvey set out for Espanola, Ontario, but for 
some known reson got Of the tai at Romford, and 
walked back to the Coniston comstructon ste where 
Foundations were Being ini forthe ser Cat was 0 be 
moved from Vicora Mines. 

He bad no problem peine a job, and with he help of| 
a good samara, Mr. Dani O'Brien, found a smal owe 
in Ok Conston where and his wie seed down. After 
the construction was completed, Harvey wet to Work for 
the Mond Nickel Company and in due me, when tbe 
<mpany houses were but he and Ana Were moved over 
fo ae howe on Third Avenue 

col be sai that Anna had quite a carer in teaching 
She graduated from Teachers College in Montre and 
fau school at Fore Coulonge, Quebec, Fall River, Mass. 
Hk Late, Chensfor, St. Chats and Warren, Ontario 

Harvey was an independent sort of flow and believed 
in owning his ows home. He gave up his company bouse 
and bulla Rowse on Concession Steet. He raed ve 
thiren: Rta, rate nurse who now fess In Sudbury: 
Bas, who ers from INCO now living in Levack 
stor on worker, and Osvaldo worked for NCO, 
both now deceased; Fell who has rely relied fom 
INCO an stil ives ia Coniston ithe home that is her 
vl 




















Harvey ha an intresting carer ia Coniston, and ended 
pasa foreman inthe plat He was vty active fedetal 
and provincial pote and was a couner forthe tow 
ft Coniston for 1! yeas 

Harvey pased away in 1963, and his wife Ana is 
considered the olen citizen of Connon today and sso 
fesiding athe Exendcare Nursing Home n Saber, nce 
Febrasty 1982, and sil considers Coniston her home, 


BIALY Family 

The Bay brothers, Thomas and Mice, came to Canada 
ln HO from the farming village of Chop in te 
Province of Glia, then under Austrian rule, Tom went 
to workin the ler at Victoria Mines and Mike Went nto 
‘ining. Mike va single and Tom was mail. Tom's 
Anastasia Moro, and éaughter Annie remained in the od 
County Tor fur pers after her husband ame to Canada 

‘Mike remained single and worked ns number of mines 
in Ontario, while Tom ansferred from Vitoria Mine ro 
Coniston, bits smal home, and sent for hs wile and 
Slaughter in 1914 They served in Canada shortly before 
‘World War I broke ot. Tom had been ving thee of 
bachcor in his house wih a namber of other single 
countrymen who were working a the Conson smelter. 
‘Anastasia no oly became a homemaker for ber husband 
but alto immediately had to look afer à number af 
‘boarders Coming rom farming lag, «vest garden 
a a mue, a Me ara cow chiens anda couple i 
Tn addition to bang à farmer tn Ms homeland, Tom aso 
‘worked a ateamstr forthe local dsl, was a lover of 
horses à fora wien Coniston be kept à hore to work 
For Mimi and his neighbours and do the neces of hat 
day before the automobile took ove, 








Two years after Tom's wife and daughter came to 
‘Canad hr aly daughter Anal asted Joe Sas and 
‘Sie cna property actos the tne from ber parents, Toon 
fontinued to work forthe Mond Nike! Company ual i 
ical convinced im co qui 1929. He moved to Montreal 
for coupe of months and then returned he are, sting 
in Sudbury on Montague Steet whete be lived unt he 
Drssed away in 1934. Ansstaa remained in Sudbury. 
king prod st se er daughter and grandchildren 
in Coniäon, unl er daughter and fray moved next door 
to her in 1548. Anastasia passed ay Ia 988 





BIASUCCI Mario 
Maro Based are 1 Canson in 1926 from Volpago 

in Treviso, aly and n 1927 he vas joined by Palmira 

Casta a ir fom his Romero who he mared 


“There were four cr born to them, Teresa who à 
homemaker Joseph wo sin the restaurant business, ohn 
ho rer and Rita who a homemaker. 


“The children were educated in Our Lady of Mercy 
Separate School, Mario was employed as lt operator 
Stith Inco unl te ami moved to Niagara Falls n he 
Tow, Para stl ves thre Mario ha since aed a 


La famille BIDAL 

‘es fails Bidal de Coniston soat de descendance 
Srangise. Lance pate ext ven au Canada 1893 
eral premirement  Montcal et démenagea ensuite 
ur une ferme à Sturgeon Falls en 1918 

Anénée fut le premier à etabie A Coniston en 1933 
lore’ fut embauch ar Le cons scolaire est décédé 
En ÈS à l'âge de 33 ane apres avoir oœuré pendant 25 
ns dont 10 comme directeur 





Son pause, Marie Ansa Chan de Corbell son fe 
Roland, qu x maintenant ireceur d'école à Val Caron, 
demeurent encore à Conon. 

En 199$, Jean-Marie a Paul sont venus rejlndre leur 
(etre. Pau à tail pendant 39 an à PINCO. I et 
aient ie et demeure à Sudbury 


Jean-Marie épousa Elvinn Dsfoge de Se, Chal. ut 
membre dé a commision scolaire pendant 25 an st de 
‘Sons de le pendant ans. est maintenant à a ere 
pres voi travail à FINCO pendant 34 an. 


ing de set six enfants demeurent encore à Cniston 
Raymond aval à INC Rachel (Comeau) scans À 
Coniston; Yvette avale opal Laurent Fernand 
at Brant dela Caisse Populate; ee Marie-Claire (Gagne) 
eue à l'soe Seal de Walden, André Gui 
émeure à Sudbury, travaille pour Faconbridte 








BILOWS, George 

George Blows was born in Chorosthi i the Ukraine. 
lus came to Canada atthe age of 22 to liv with his uncle 
in Winnipep During the srmmers he worked forthe CNR 
Satan ayer and in he mb amps during he wines 

in 927 became fo Coniston to work forthe Mond Nike 
‘Company, During the depression he vas aide so he went 
Lo work for Frases Brace Company In 1935 he came back 
{fo work for INCO in tbe furnace department where he 
remain unt is reiemeat in 1968. 





While in Coniston in 1929, he me and mari Annie 
Lazarowich, wb came fom Saraens inthe Uraine. They 
five one son, Bill who aso worked for INCO in the 
Soubury ares and hat sine tansfeeed to Thompson 
‘Manitoba, where he's in carge ofthe warehouse 

‘George and Annie moved to Winnipeg, Manitoba. ater 
retirement, 10 be cose to thei son and his chien 
However ey vist Coniston frequent. 





Job ons was born in Kosi, Ukraine in 190) and 
came to Canada with his ares and setded in Ethelbert, 
Manitoba, where he was aed and attended schoo AS 
Yeats went by, he fl that farming wasnt meant fr him. 
Wit his brother inlaw, ob Stora (lead ing in 
Coniston) hecameta Coniston and wet co Work for Mond 
‘Nickels in 1924: a 935, John reured bone to Ethelbert 
Und two year ater mari Julie Seay 

À ju later John deeded tartar o Coniston and work 
sea for Mond Nickel Whe in Colston (1928-1958) they 
rase fie children: Anne Doichevsh, Powell WEE, B.C. 
‘Anus hu, Coniston, Ont Ofex Krawee, Toronto, 
Ont, Sona Tiel, Sodbury, Ont John Bonus Jr 
Hamiton, Ont. 

“John and Justine resided in Sudbury fom 19841972 

The lat fen gears they ave been residing in St. 
Catharines, enjoying god eal and every Winter they 
Spend in lori. 














BLAKE, Aime 

‘Aime Blake was bor in Perkins Mil, Quebec. He came 
to Coniston in 1920. One of his fst jobs was working for 
the Norquay Brothers, In 1934 he went to work for INCO 
Sin started asa puncher. When the fit lot lat went 
ina operation, he Seca a totary ki operator 

1957 be marred ea Duke in Coniston who was 
à hood cher from 1927 £0 1960. She same fom St 
Gales wher parents in 1913. 

They have five chllren, Rober, Gerald, Normand 
Roland and ean Mare. Al were born and educated in 





Aro A a Mrs Back > 





Robert operates garage in Coniston. Gealé works for 
the Ministry of Education in North Bay. Normand works 
for Herbrand Tools and lives in London, Ontario. Roland 
{sa teacher wih the Sudbury Board of Education, and Jean 
Mave we Personnel Manager for Norte Tele 
communs in Saskatoon 

From 1960 to 1978, Lea was Supervisor of Special 
Education in Sudbury Since er retrement font that 
Poston forthe pat four years, she has been a Pychomeist 
forthe Mans of Education forthe Sudbury Regie, 

‘ime ried foun INCO in 1969, bat helped out i he 
nage busines. He bas since posed awa Lea, although 
Fetred til nds many actives i the cation ld 10 
cup ber ume 





us 





BLAKE, Wilmer 


Wilmer Blake was born inthe State of Massachusetts and 
caine to Canada pio 10 he 150", 

Tn 1888, Wilner mare Arve li in Anges, Québec 
Two of the chldren, Tom and Leonard, were born 
ges 

In 190 he ake Family moved 40 the Nicks el, est 
sean in Copper Cit and thn a Creighton, where Ne 
Blake was employed ata shat sinker In April 901 tbe) 
‘moved o Viciora Mine and 12 years ater asfered with 
{he rest of the community to Coniston, 

“They ad fifteen chen, leven of hem tl vine when 
they celebrated ter Galen Wedding Anniversary LE 
Rose, Den, aldege and Hor were bor in Vista Mie 
[rene was ba in Cheimafrd and Margate, tla, George 
and Lionel were born in Comston, 

"Wilmer was a crane operator atthe smele, He was 
seriously burt in an ace wl a ths job This had 
him and he Rad fo move to another department, the chee 
flor, where he was a motorman, He red on service 











Front row kf to ie Stl, Marge, Wilmer, Arie Rose, 
Iron ow itor deg: Des Lam, Tom, Geo, 
Factor Too à Leonard Bake 


‘A number of his sons went to work a the smite, Tom 
and Denis wre at Falconbridge and Aldepe at Coniston. 
Leonard and Lionel also worked for Inco 

‘Allo the boye were avalved ia ports and Hector (Toe) 
Bh was hemor crated aco ten ale play 
Montreal Canadiens. Lionel was a god ball player, Denis 
played lacrosse, and George played noe forthe Ameri 
League 

Aube of he Blake children are til around. Tom is 
in Falconbridge, Leonard is evened, Irene and Rose are 
in Sudbury, Denis iin Falconbridge, deze decese, 
“Toes in Montreal, Margaret in Toro, Sela in Garson, 
Georg in Kitchener and Line! in Lively 





BLAKELEY, Mathew 

Mathew Blakley and his wife Sara came to Conison 
from the Sellwond are in 1924, Mathew had been mining 
An hat area, When te min closed dove he went into the 
forest industry Yor afew years and eventoly came to 
Coniston to work forthe Mond Nicks! Company 

“The Makes had fv len, Verna, Als Mary Ann, 
Sue and Tomy. 





Mathew wat a ard worker an hat work had anil effet 
‘on his health because be passed away atthe age ofS 
192, never reaching retirement His wife Sara ded in 1958, 

‘Alice matted ack Pearson who worked at INCO aad 
lives ie Sudbury. Mary Ana manned Bert Conley who vas 
à policeman at INCO, and she now resides in Cartier ue 
marie Dous Shields who owne hs own service station 
She now deceased, Tommy who wotked for INCO for 
awhile now makes his home ia Toronto Vern, the dat 
Sauahier, worked atte Engineer Club in Coppet Cli. 
That's where she met Frank Pilkington, marre i ia 
1934, and moved 40 Coniston, Frank went o mor for 
INCO: Although small in stature, Frank pulled his weight 
25 far an work ns concerned and he nest to ght 
forhisighs and those of eters onthe job In 1944 when 
the union was certified, Frank took on he job as one of 
{he lan scwards He was very atv in that postion, His 
Was familar face inthe sintering pant, the worst work 
Sat a the Coniston Pant. 

Frank and Verna had sx chide; Alice, Violet, Robby, 
Stiles, Jack and Katherine 

"rank ded suddenyin 1960. Of his chien, Ale il 
resides in Coston, Violet in Eliot Lake, Bob and Shey 
lve ls Coniston, Jacki in Garson and Katherine lies i 

‘ema sil resides inthe home that Frank bit yeas ago. 


BLOEMMEN, Joseph 

Joseph Bowmen was born and grew up in Antwerp 
Bagium. He ran away to sa atthe age of 13 and sed 
where his ship was Based at Tyneside nthe Nowth of 

“Thee he met and mared Alice Wallwork of Hamertsy 
court. Durham Their hileren, Hi, Joseph and Mary 
ère boen in Engin. Tey came to Canada ia 1911 This 
as not anew journey Tor Tose for he had worked the 
‘le boats fom England io Canada 

The Bloenmens 100k up land at By Inlet to frm and 
rase cate: Farming le id not st ls an he didnot 
{ake inl othe bush, mosquitos andthe cod. Thr house 
‘was not ofthe best bl athe bonds ra tally and 
Itlooked like à ban, Clara and Gomere were born thet 
in fact Gomere would sa later that he wat born in 8 ar 











Joseph was also a rigger and came to Coniston in 1912 
Sound fora year to bul the bridge at Parry Sound. He 
fen moved back to Coniston in 1914 wth tefl lad 
to leave Bone Init andthe tril and tribulations of ate 
‘anhlng ia the bush 
inthe wintenime it froze, even withthe ove goina fll last, 
Ad you always heated up a airon 1 ring fo bed at ight. 
"Coniston condo were not much beter The school wa 
slay cold a he stove ris grating was inthe hal with 
Joseph was Recor's Warden in the Anglican Church in 
Coniston, He loved the games of acer and hockey. Alice 
as a member of the Women's Auxiliary, now Known as 
“The Blocmmens lived on th Avenve in Coniston and were 
‘being over 50 years, 
Hila, che oldest daughter, marie Chae Léonard and 
amet ive in Coniston in 1929, Joseph Jr arsed Eva 
tata, ad they had mo chlren, Nora and Pata 
of years. Mary Became Mrs. Arthur Wicox and had three 
lea, Artur, George and Catherine. Gomere martied 
Yonne Paques and thy had two daughter, Joan and 
‘Gonere grew up to bea fine swimmer, aktempicd 10 swim 
Lake Wabiaptae and got aerws he miles Por à ge 
‘orm forced him out ofthe water, Cara passe avy st 
the ape of 23. Joe and Gomere did ot have any sons do 
“The family presence is being maintained bythe daughters 
of ge and Gomere and ther shiren 

















BON, Nino 

Massniiano (Nino) Bon was born in Volpaga, Hay in 
1903 and he ame to Canada at 22 years of age, 

He came to Coniston where he was employed by Inco as 
‘carpenter, jo be worked tut sree in 197. 

Tn TS, Adele Mion, à hometown gi, arved ih 
(Coniston and she and Nino” were mared and made tele 
1958 Nino and Adela returodt tly where Nino 
pase away in 196. 


Lao ns En, No and Ado Bo. 





BONI, Family 

Modesto “Marco! Boni was born in 1900 in Pacetro, 
‘Aguila, ta. In 1919 he married Anna Slvesty à 
hometown al an by the pins of 1922 had journeyed 
{6 Coniston where he was employed by Mond and where 
he saved until ert from Inco ae astm in 1957 

Anna arived in Coniston in 1935 with er son John 
{marie to Dodi Rosenberg) Inthe ensuing Yeas, four 
‘daughters were bor: Helen (ts. A. Clone}, Joie (Mr. 
EE. Antonio), Else (Ms. ¥.-Antonion) and Mars Mr. 
0. Sines, 

The ere recived thei schooling at Our Lady of 
‘Mercy Separate School, Comision Continuation Schoo and 
Sudbury Business Colle. The fan) churches were Out 
Lady of Mercy and St Paul The Apostle 





ont Tow Ie ME dese een ro 10 





John went to work for Inco and retired in Copper CIT 
fomematers: In addon Helen i à part time beautician 
and Jose has successfully published à book called Creative 
flan Cooking” which enioss country wide dsibuion, 
“Condon: were il feu when the Boni arive, with 
Sidewalks. Élecsiehy srived on the street the same time 
Marco died in 1968 and Anning passed away in 1981 


BOUDREAU, Joseph 
‘Josep Boudreau and Mary (Minnie) Robi, is wife, 
in New Brunswick and his wife from Mount St. Patrick. 
Joe came hee with he rlond and war ston foreman 
at Romford for the CPR for many yeas. An accident on 
{he jb resulted in Joe having to eave his work with the 











‘operated the Boudreau Dairy Farm which vas located on 
tha we cao the Romford Road and what x now know 
4 Alan Set. For many years the Boudreaus supe ik 
to the Coniston residents unl the pasteurization of rk 
‘ame into force and the cost was t00 reat Tor Joe 10 
Undenake. He therefore gave up daly farang. 

Mary and Joe had Family of five ps The ages now 
ange fom 77 fo 85 eas ol and they are al st ie, 
itoria arsed a CNR Ucket agent and was a possess 
at Bren, Ontario, Mary marred George View and sil 
à reset of Coniston, Margate was à books fo! 
[Ricard Hardware and marie Alex Mac Dont ho was 
2 CPR employee, Rose, Mis. Tidwell var afeacher, and 
File mari Eddie Alber and lived in Coniston vt 





Loto fn ra Core Many, (Man, Jap, Bac 





Joe had varied carer as a scion foreman withthe 
ralroad, à farmer, à wapper for mx and ser Tox and, 
For à méme of eu, was à cousllor forthe Nelon 
Garson Township. 

"The Boudreau danger recall in the esl prt of thee 
days having to walk to school through the Bush, te he 
log choo! Mouse somewhere around Thin Aven, walking 
10 Church in Wabapitae before a church was cable 
in Coniston, and ie où à farm i the old pioneer days 

'No dow the Boudreu arandotlden il beable Co 
relate the ris of the pas 


BOULAY, Joseph 

‘Toseph Bouya à naive of Donat, Quebec. His wie 
‘sna Courtemanche was boa la Buckingham. Joseph as 
‘raltoade al his ie and worked for he Canadian Paste 
Ra As such be resided a numberof Locations in 
(Ontario: In 524 he was transferred the Romford Station 
rena he CPR tack forema 

“The Boulays had à (amy of six, Joseph, Maurice, 
Eugene Romeo, Aurote aad Annie vee of the youngst 
toys mere educated in Coton. Jom followed bis fathers 
footsteps and wen Lo work forthe CPR, He ended up a 
‘Conductor and mail a Coon get, Ems Over They 
Ihoved fo live in Toronto and Joseph is now deceased 
“Aurore Became Mrs George Parker and made her howe ih 
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sh Boul. 


Coniston, Geore lo came 1 Coston in the srl days 
‘rth is parents, le Ha sce pane ay and Aurore and 
one of her cilien sil Une in Coniston. Annie Became 
‘Mis, Chiquen ad makes her home in Sadr Eugene was 
An iasrance inspector for Canadian Pacte Raibeays 
‘Maurice worked oe the International Nickel Compa, has 
Freely ered and makes hs home in Coniston: Romeo 
Worked for INGO fora numberof years, was à member 
‘ofthe Coniston Fire Brigade, now deceased, but his Wie 
Sul makes her home in Coniston 

Joseph Boul pated away a fil young age ia 1937 
and his wife, Anna, In 1967 


BRAY, William John Henry 

Vila Jobn Henry’ and Emma Bra arrved in Canada 
from Engl in 1909 wth four of he x children: Erni 
‘Arthur Mande and Wille The two older sons, William 
fd Albert were aeady in Canada working Yor the 
Canadian Copper Company la Copper CAI. The Tasty 
gi on Oler Street in Copper CHIT ua 1925. 

Their son Wiliam was hen working forthe Mond Nickel 
Cconipay in Coniston and Albert id gone 10 O' Donel 

In 1925 the Bra ail moved to Coniston and lived on 
Fifth Avenue, Wiliam John Henry worked tea alioader 
An England andthe sons followed in is footsteps. Hower 
‘he he came 19 Coniston, he works atthe Pumphouse 
On the Wabnapite River, where Coniston gots waler 
Supply. He walked to and fom work onthe CNR tacks 
ira accompanied by his faithful dog, Joe. 

‘Wil Join Henry was 70 eas old ‘when be rete 

Will, the olds son, marre Hilda Wise and vod 
in Coniston on Fifth Avenue nxt to hs parent’ home and 
done son, Wilson. Willy took an eary retirement 
Pension and moved to Oak. 

“The nxt son, Alber, and his wie Louie MacDonald eft 
‘Coniston fo lve in Copper CH on Balsam Sueet Thor 
Fam conse of five chien Alva, Doo, la, Joyce 
and Noreen. Most of Albert eiren and grandchildren 
Sxl reside inthe area. Noreen mare Conon ld, San 
Soroka, and Iver Soar 








Ernie Bray marred Mary Menard and lved on Fourth 
Avenue, They had thes sons Carmen, Harold and Roy 
Ernie worked for both Mond and INCO and operated the 
[own host. His thre sone alka worked for INCO atone 
tie. They are all now desc, Carmen was marred £0 
Margaret McMenamin and they bad a family of four 
Margret athe chlren il ve in Coston, mared abd 
rang fais of ther own. Harold and his wife had bo 
dr, They are nov both deceaed. Roy vas arid to 
Norma art and they bad one daughter, Ro vas killed 
In an accident in Garon. The fourth son, Arr, worked 
in Coniston unt 1921 ad thea let ose Ms fortune in 
the Unite Sates, ands now dead. His son Eugene and 
tis family lve in Canton, Obi, and Arthur Jr ies dm 
‘Alamosa, Colorado. 
“The only gi inthe rial Bray family was Maude Ethel 

who worked in the general ofr for he alcel company 
rom 1918 to 1929. She marred en Vincent Geftrey,& 
Coniston boy whe worked forthe CL in Copper CR 
Sd late transferred to Hamiton. They ad one fon rho 
Sl ces in Hamon. Maude passed away in 196. 








The youngest ofthe Bray family was Wilfred Jo, (Bi) 
ss he wa eknated, who stended Coniston Pubic Schoo! 
‘then Mr Kidd wat sll pinipal. Wied worked a an 
apprenti inthe machine shop in Coniston apd ler became 
2 foreman in that same shop. Wired marred a Coniston 
fil, Evelyn Lafrancy and there were sx eiresboen to 
‘het in Coniston 





Lu hi younger day, Wilfred was very ative in ports and 
played both hockey and baseball for the Coniston teams 
and seule in Copper Chit where he was transfered as a 
mechanical foreman nthe coneentstor He connue is 
Interest in sports particularly curing, and was president of 
the Rod & Gun Club. He had spent 43 years wid the 
‘company when he ded in 1965, le wite Eviyn sll ves 
in the distri, a do fie ofthe children 

(One ofthe eter known siren ofthat familys Hubert, 
4 prominent lawyer in the sity of Sudbury. 








BRIGNOLIO, Demetrio — A living legend 

Demo Brignolo who as Bora in Cetin in 1884 and 
‘working for Mond Nickel Company where à matt spl in 
1917 burned him and rendered it pemanenlyparaly 
‘through claim #53529, an award of $60.00 for permanent 
arial dlabilty, payable at once, and 3830 «mort or 
ite 





Left righ Koren Sartor, Demarioend Lay, 


his payment was continuous at $8.50 per month unt 
spprosimatly five eas 250 when twas creased deo 
recent repaatons, Ths ao a estimony tothe Bodo à 
Tealiantadtion of aking care of one family To this day 
Barba a we a er to him Bin the cae of 1d and 
Romild, 

‘Barba as sen for many years shoveling snow, making 
his gatden and carne for Baron, an irish Sete. 

‘Een though "Barba" ie now 9 ear of age and doesn't 
0. out often, be sll receves Holy Communion mont 
Sundae, 











BRIGNOLIO, Felice 
Felice Brignolo was born in Cerrina, nthe Province of| 
Alesana Italy in 1881 the spring f 1907 he rived 
ft New York as a comaino”, a labourer but jobs were 
Searce_ On his way 10 Canada, land of opportunity, be 
stoppe and purchased some real satin Welland before 
Some to Vito Mines ete down in 1909. He was 
Smplosed as a carpenter. In 1910 twea-i9o year old 
Ernest Pgo let alto mare Fe au Church 
ja Vicia Mins. Here daughter da and ason Armando 
(married Elda Dulaima) were born to the couple 

in 1919 the family moved to Coniston where ele bad 
purchased a lot He was an employer of the Sudbury 
Brewery un is dest in 1931, Fee war an avid boos? 
Player and every Sunday à card game was an Lan 
Fran. In Coniston the em adi 
Mafalda (Mrs. Gino Sartor), Delina (Mis. Bruno Vent), 
Margherita and Roma. 

The clden attended Our Lady of Mercy Schoo! with 
the exception of the two elds, the rest abo atended 
Coniston Continuation Scho 

“The fay churches were Our Lady of Mercy and later 
on St.Paul the Apostle. Ernesa passed away in 1933 and 













































Lao rh Fel, lo, Armando and Eres Brno 


Ida asumed the responsibilities of head of the househld 
The Brigualio's were 0e of two agents ln Coniston fo he 
Sudbury Brenery sh for many years the gis wee fair 
for Inco wn his death in 1965, Mai tn Dina bose 
loving. homemakers and Ida" and Romilda devoted 
themselves to caring for Marperta, a victim of maple 
Sclerosis or 25 years, ul her death ia 1978 





BRONICHESKI, John 

Joba Broches was bon on farm in Poland in all 
vilageciled Bakytok and came to Canada in 1913, 
around Bind River where he made $12.00 à month and 
‘Worked from daylight unt dar, but gt plety of food 

Tn 1924, whe tl ge he gave up the umber Jobs, came 
to Coniston and ele and worked for the Mond Nickel 

Ta 1998 be mari Jeanie Sc who aso emirate from 
Poland froma town sled Chorstkin 

“john and Jeanie sted in Coniston and had four 
ren: Stanley, Joseph, Louis and Walter. They were 
‘ited and went to school here. With the exception of 
Stanly, theater sons flowed the aes oops abd 
‘ent Work in the nickel dts 

Join wat a faa face on the ast race in Coniston 


(Left 10 righ; Staley, John, Lows, Wali, Jenni, Joseph 
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ended up in the electrical deparment at Falconbridge and 
‘srs employed there Joseph a supervisor working out 
he Copper CUI Mil. Stanley as Bee a representative 
os Labat's Brewing Company and now lives i Saul Ste 
tnrdens in Coniston Since his retrement he ha spent ot 
time gardening o rising hs son's camp on he French 
River 

Jeanne passed away tls year and John has decided 10 
there is anew plot of land and a garden to cultivate, and 
be move his od erage with bam to provide «hobby to 
occupy is tine 





BROSCHAK, Paul 

Paul Broscak was born in. Chorostkv a farming 
community inthe Province of Galicia in what was then 
‘Nostra He married Sophie Soroka from the sme vllage 
find they had two sons, Far ite afer he war in what hen 
Desame Poland vas diffu. He decided to emigiate to 
(Canada in serch of a beter fe, Lestng hit wife and 
‘Silden be set all fr the new land and the town of 
{Coniston where he obtained employment wih the Mond 
Nickel Company. 


He worked withthe nickel company uni the depression 
years when he Became unemployed. He moved to Ethelbert, 
Manoba, where he worked ons farm unt the depression 
‘ded and he was ale to return to Coniston snd resume 
‘Soployient with INCO, For ears Pai worked in the mate 
‘em, and ler besa feeder boston the charge floor. 

aul vas a very well iked mt, ga state and alwape 
‘ood nature, very poplar with he fellow workers 

He sfr a troke in 1955 and was forced to retire on 
2 day pension, He was never able fo return 0 is 
fomeland and assed sayin 1958 


BRYCE, Thomas 

Thomas rye and Agnes Bryce were wll known around 
Où Canin: 

“Toma wa born in Aberdeen, Solan, while Agnes was 
bou in Singe Scotland. Thomas cameo Canada a 
1911 and seed in Winnipeg, Manitoba His wie, Agnes 
‘Henderson, arived in Canada in 1913 and lc sete in 

Eventaa they came east and seed in Copper Clif 
here oof ir cidre were bor na and Chuck. 

Ta 1321 they moved 9 Coniston, One of the first sobs 
hat Thomas had was working at Sully Grocery Store 
On Segond Avenue in 923 be went o work fr the Mond 
Nickel Company. 





They had three more chiens Jack, Tom and Margaret 
Thomas was à popular guy inthe steer and he worked 

«picking up samples from department co department. He 

onu with INO ‘att ik rarement i 198, 


‘Seated left ori deck, Margaret on Janes Bre, Dre Kemp 
i Sn es ve nf amg Mar re) 





Thomas and Agnes were active in the community, 
spas he United Chueh, Agnes alo served a a mi 
The children were educated in Coniston. tna was teri 
softball layer and wat a member ofthe Sudbury Canoe 
Guo. Cluck wasn the RCAP and his fe Jackie was 8 
“Tom passed away in 193 and Agnes in 1981, Ina and 
‘Tom have since pated vay alo 
‘Chuck pursued sles carer, wile Jack worked for 
INCO ending ups foreman, Hes ow etved. Margaret, 
sd Mr. Paseo and now resides in Niagara Fal, New 
‘York, Chuck and Jack cee in Sudbury, vale Kyi, 
use san iver inthe od family homestead in Coniston. 





John emigrated from his home town of Sarafents 
Ukraine, i 1908 atthe age f 21 and seed in Copper CUT 
‘eh is icles Family who operated dey goods tore and 
Tarn inthe Long Lake are 

Tasty emigted from the same town in 1910 the age 


of 18, ating Paterson, Now Jersey, USA, along with 
Mae Ravi, nee Topo, moter of Anne tesco, 
‘ee Kremosi. Both Young lads worked and ved in the 
USA unt! 1913. Abou this ne, many of the bible oun 
‘nen fiom their home town of Sarafens wrestling and 
Working ia Copper Cif, and proposals of mariage via 
Tees ering ne IMG, Decame very tempi and the 
Young Indies arived ia Copper CH 

“ohn and Juwtyna were mavted ip 193, residing in 
Copper CA, where a ma he custom, their ome became 
the’ Prcom and board home sway Trot home’ for many 
bf the young men who came over from th "old county" 

By the year 192, Joh and spa move 10 Coniston 
see the Mond Nickel Company was he main sour Of 
Ep 











Because ofthe language ie, and ula difference, 
the rain Om was thriving and erovig together. 
in Conston, giving flbs à real seas of belonging. 

There are our surviving chien, Mary, the olds, and 
tet husband Michel Shamly, tied and reine da 
Sodbury. Helen, arsed do Robert Howard, resides in 
amit, Steve, the perenial bachelor reds Conon, 
Soin and hie wife Mary lve in Sadbry 

Steve and John firmly bebeved an had ith in the ure 
ofthe Coniston community. Consequently in 1957, along 
Sth dir ire people the Conston Curing Gb was 
Founded and constructed wilh volunteer labour 

inthe early 1980's, Steve and John, along With many 
‘olunteer, helped withthe construction of St. Michael's 
Ucn’ Catobie Chueh, 

Hoth Steve and John served rms on the Town Counc 
John in 196 and Steve a 1964, Presently, Stove ion the 
Arena Commitee 

"The parents have passed on, mother Jusyna in 1940 a 
te age of #8, and John Se. 1987 athe age of 70 





BUCHOWSKI, Theodor 

Theodor, or Fred as he was al, was one ofthe early 
pioncers who came to Conison around 1919 to seek 
nploymen in the smelter. Tred orginally came trom 
‘stern Europe rom a farming vlag called Sarafens and 
Seed 190 in what was then Kaown athe fown of Fort, 
Witham 

“Theor spent nine years working in that area, fist a 
2 bachelor and then in 1915 a young lady by he name of 











Jui Krezonki, from the same vilge i the Ukraine who 
ind emigrate fo the USA, came tows a relate Fort, 
‘Will, ands acquaintance was made With youns red 
sich ended pin matrimony. 

Two oftheir children, Mary and Bil, were born i he 
Laïchea before they decided to move and sel a Coniston 
‘whee Fred gots job athe Mond Nickel Company and for 
the nex twenty odd years worked asa smelter, 

Two mote chldsen were born in Coniston, Julia and 
Helen, In Consion they resided on Willam Steet whete 
thei cilren re up and Fred worked inthe sme Julia 
‘ot only Tooked afte er cidre, but also had singe men 
boarders 

Jin and Fred were both seine in the Ukrainian 
community and partcpted in the cultural actes of hat 
dr 








ov Wiliam, Mars, Je & Han. Back row 1 eet 


Fred was a good musician who played several diferent 
lnsraments and long with several member of the fly 
played at many ee occasion: His son il followed is 
father's fotsteps and vas a good mosian as wel 

“The Coniston Public School whee Bl and bis ister 
attended provided treretion program wheres numberof 
Soune people turned out to be very good sportsmen Bil 
‘as. good bal layer, and in 193433 was one of he best 
pets in the league. Bll and a fiend of bis, Bil 
Kulikowsk, were both good pitchers in Coniston. At one 
time they were spproache y scot from one of te major 
leagues withthe option of tying out as profesional all 
players. Both boys were prepared to go, ut The parents 
fs to sgn the conrad They wanted the Boy o start 
‘working a the sce instead of fling around playing 
bal. 

The il, Jule snd Helen, were both very athletic, and 
oh played a good game of sol on several teams and 
out of Coniston 

red decided that he had had enough of ster work in 
the 1940's and dec to pack tin and move 10 Simcoe 
in Southern Ontario, 

Fred and Julia ave pased away. Te chile, Bil, Jue 
snd Helen, vein southern Qatari. Bl, who works fr 
Hanks, makes Trequen tps to vst and rene old 
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BUKACHESKI, Dmytro 

Driyio Bakacheki, ke many oter eastern European 
descendant, came to Canada in search of à beter ile, 
estime fis wife and children in Poland wnt he was ab 
fo cam suffit fangs to send for them 

He arrived in Sudbury in 1923 and was able to secure 
employment wih the ining company, abd he worked it 
Frood Mine rom 1523 to BSS 

Fe events sent fr his wife Luka and his den 

‘Mining was à tough occupation wth its dangers and 
nés so 1988 Dmytro dec he hd had enough 
‘of mining aid went ito the shoe repalaing trade. He set 
‘Spa shop wie he made is living unl the late 1960s, 

His chilren were raised and educated in Coniston, and 
there were five of them, Sale, Fred, Mary, Michal end 

red was well known and active around town, Mary was 
the town nurse for few yeas working in ur doctor's 
office. Mike dingue inl in à hockey carer, 
‘lying with the Sudbury Wolves, the North Hay Trappes 
nd the Kington Frontenac. 

Michael resides in Kingston and isan X-Ray Technician 
Fred ended up as CN. conduct bn Monte! and be 
Spent four years inte Armed Fores during the last war 
Sle arsed De. Karam, now fies in Coclrane, abd 
ins bosome an sive polar serving onthe icp 
‘Counc ofthat row, May now is rs. Reed and resides 
in Toronto. Ann, wae became Ms, Wiliams, posed away 
ist year, ad Fred tea fom the CNR anda EME 
in Lindsey 

They mere all present on October 4, 1982 for the sad 
cousin ofthe mother's funeral Fred remacked on that 
sion thar Consion wil alvays be thet home and be 
Send to come back here pedal Lo vist hs Mende 


BURNS, William A. 

Bill Burns was born in Chapeau, Quebec, in 1886, son 
oft hotel mer Tom Barns an Fanny Grey: He had thee 
Sisters and two brothers, In 1908 the family moved to 
Pembroke whee his father rata hotel and Bl remained 
tere unl he was old enough a ook for work. a hi early 
Sears IGN he worked for the Poupore Lumber 
‘Company in Noces Ontario. tn Apa S2L. Bil mama 
Hazel Gagnon, one ofa fal of eight cire of Davia 
Gagnon and Ann Montgomery of Chapeau, Quebes Wi 
the add esponsibility of marred ie, il dede seek 
Hazel moved to Coniston, where Bill started to work for 
the Mond Nickel Company 

‘ror may years he was a familar face around the 
to beaca repairman poston Re comtiued hold until 
1961 when e reed ftom INCO Limited, the successor 
Company ofthe Mond Nickel Co 
ace ren thi community. From 1955101938 Bl served 
fn the Separate School Board in. Common. An active 
Sporssman, he was president ofthe Athlete Assocation 
ftom T9380 1941 Usually, when one rte, thre is 











tendency 0 take sy, but not n Bs cae. In 1961 ater 
Fin be dede to Du anew home om th Avenue et 
ro fr eh curling ink. He bad au acces 1 those 
Fates inthe years fo come 










‘cub, 2 group of INCO pensioners with plenty of time oa 
thei handy lke ines. Two years 299, Bil and Hazel 
ssid asie ave up a home of ter own, and have 
mord “oto the. now senior Gens home, recently 
Constructed on Balsam Stet 

in. Apr of 1981, Bi and Hazel celebrated thelr GO 
wedding anniversary. At of this day they are soie 


BUTLER, Peter 

Peter Butler and is wife Mary Anne came to Coniston 
from a town aed Braden la Ontario nthe earl 300 
They established permanent residence here around 1902 
“They developed a farm approximately 18acres on ether side 
tthe Coniion Crsk which presemty cats across whats 
tow known as Highway D. 





and to boy Theresa, Hanna May, Kate, Brie, ane 
Maggie, John and Peter, and Nel who died a an cri 
te. Theres maced Matt Carley and remained around 
Coniston fot while and eventually moved to southern 
‘Ontario to the ety in Windsor. Hanah arted Dennis 
ame of Prevow and sted in Storsson Fall. Bridget 
tectme Mrs Muley and Ives in Tort. Janie mari 
Denis O'Brien's broher Jim, and hey sted and Farmed 
A Dill Maggie became Mn. Prevor and remained in 
Sons. They were ltr ed bythe grandparents and het 
Sister Hana, Job was he sna chap wo remained in 
{Coniston and sed hes father Peer only move 
{Capreol and became à ralroader 

ch of the land that wae owned by the Buts was 
subvided for housing and industrial development inthis 











CABA, Antony 

‘Antony and Katrina came to Canada from à farming 
village called Howls inthe Ukraine the arty 1900 and 
Seed in Port Arthur 

‘Walter, the fre of her tree il 

Tn 1921 hey moved i Coniston where Antony obtained 
job nth the Mond Nickel Company and vas employed 
‘nth tem fora amber of Yeats un! poor helt resulted 
Jibs leaving the plant, He ater spent some tine working 
for the town of Coniston 

“Two more children, Wills and Ann were born. Ann 
passed away aa very Young age Katia aso pased away 
Sle her ss mere sil very Young. 

"Wale and Willa serve nthe Canadian Arne Fores 
in World War I and they both ent to work for INCO. 
Vila has snce pasted away, and Water, an ardent 
Taterman and bust, has ce cred from INCO. He and 
Ife Bey continue to make they home in Coniston, 





mas boa in Port 
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CABERLIN, Frank 


Frank and Katherine Cuberlin ere bar in the town of 
Godin the province of Travisn aly. The fay ist 
Seto in Bra where the son Guo was born. They came 
to Canada in LOU, to Copper CHIE. They then moved to 
‘Worthington where they operate à Bakeshop. 

The fal consisted of re chicen, Gago, Clara and 
Mary. They moved to Coniston in 1923 and opened up à 
Bakeshop on what Is now Caruso Stee 

The children marred and sted inthis area. Guido 
maried Myie Comerford,  Conbion pi. Clava matid 
Aile Grande. Mary became ‘Mis. Tulane (Barney) 
Caverson. Guido (Guy) operat and managed the take 
Sop. He pasied sway suadenly in 1934 after which the 
Family 2610 the basins. Kateri Caberin bad passed 
sayin 1931 and Frank in 1986 

"Two ofthe Caberin children ace now deceased, Guida 
and Clara, Mary Cavers resides in Sudbury. À number 
fof the Caberln grandchilren are sll around the ara. 
Guide's daughter Katherine lives in Darimowth, Nova 
‘Sco, son Gain Timmins son Jo in Toront, Clara's 
SaughicrAnioinete ives in Sudbury and son Fank in 
‘Garson. Marys son Ray ves in Le, Riche io Burlington 
and Guy in Sudbury, daughter Dora in Nee Ba and 
Chen in Sudbury. 





‘CAMERON, Dr. W.H. 

Dr. Cameron was 3 mei office in charge of medial 
services in Vetoria Mine, He succeeded Dr Dafoe 

He and his wie Jean Kilgour came to Coniston in 1913, 
when the Coniston stir en int operation. 

‘Besides bang doctor, D, Cameron played an active ole 
In other facets ofthe community. He was active in spots 
and assisted n he traning of the Coniston Soecer Team 

He remained in Coniston until 1928 but decided ro move 
to Toronto and se up à race thee, 

The Cameron ad re ons Hugh, bora a 1910, se 
in southern Ontario and in 1966 moved to Florida and ved 
{here utile passed ava in 191. John, born in Coneton 
da Fami of ive cide and one of his sons a stor 
Ag, Wale, bor in 1919, var Toronto and has fry 
of thes chides 


me 





Le 10 ah Jobe and ugh Cameron. 





CANIL, Luigi 

Born in Loria, lady, Luigi Cait marred Emma, à 
hometown in 193 he le al and came to Copper 
(Chin 1925 his wife and daughter Sila joined im there. 
Here another daughter Albina was born to then 

Tn 1928 they moved to Coniston where Luigi was 
employed by Mond, When the Prete subdivision opened up 
fe Cans made her home there. The aval sang foods 
tere so severe tat Sila reals oucking te Watt above 
"or evel wile ving in bed 

Sill marred Arsenio Gilat and they had one son 
while they were in Comision. Inthe md fortis the etre 
Family moved to Niagara Falls. Emma and Sil tl eside 
ther, gh and Albina ave since pasted ay 

Sia and Alina were cated in Gut Lady of Met ad 
‘Coniston Continuation Schools 








CARSCALLEN Family 

Loyat Carcllen was born in Apple Hi, Ontario on 
November 2 1901 to Staley Carsalen and Catherine 
MacDonald: Loy? sser Mariel was born on July th, 
1506 

Muriel Carscallen fit ea to Coniston in September, 
1026 after graduating trom Ottawa Normal Schoo. She 
‘ght Grade at Our Lady of Mere Schoo or en ear, 

She macried à youne man from a wellAnown Conan 
family and became Mr, Thomas Sis on June 25h 1935 
The couple then nove Copper Clif where Tom as an 
leet To Inco The il resid there today. They have 
{vo ellen, Janis (Mrs: Ken Vali) and Robert, pls four 
prandchilren, 

















LoystCarscallen came to Cons i May, 1954. He fit 
worked atthe Coniston Plant a painter and then as à 
uenter until his retiement in 1969. He marred Ann 
MéPhee, dauger of Malcom McPhee and Katherine 
MeDonaid of Markstay on September 3, 1247. 

The Carcallns ad on won, Gary, vo work Inco 
a amalncenance mechan and stationary engineer. Garry 
‘avid Janet Loctemor of Klein July, 1973. Gat 
Sd his amy sll reside in Coniston, He has wo children, 
Elen and Jon 

Toyst passed away on March 31 
ebetary 10h, 1979 














and Ann on 





CAVERSON, Pasquale 

Fostalonga in Treviso, Italy was the birthplace of 
Pasquale Caverson and Rosa Franchescata, He was bor 
in? andthe was three years Younger. They marie in 
Th97 and ive children were bor to them there 

"1906 Pasquale came to Canada and hired. on with 
[Mond at Vitoria Mine. La 910 feet for Waly and eat 
[iter be nas in Coniston wth Bis wife Ross and th ve 
tien, Gusepe ‘Je’ (marti LM. Dela Veena) wo 
Soke bare nthe ameter a 3 tapes for 28 years before 
mors 10 Niagara Falls in 1945, He hd therein 1976. Fle 
mare 10 Re Baldsera) made bis home in Coniston and 
feured as à skimmer rom Inc in 1960. He pased away 
In pts: Elona (is, V. Parisot) «homemaker sed ip 
Aa and died n 1975, Tino "Bares" (marie 10 M. 
beri veld from Ing a à back in 1968 an ives 
Inugbury: Mae (Ms. ELibraleso) a homemaker, made 
bee home fn Coniston and died in 1970, 

Pasguale procesded to bud «home for is family when 
ney ane in 1911 and the bout ill tgs on what 1 
how Carto Stree 























‘Fron hf tah: Gaon, Ties, auto. Scond ft 
Nie cn i by Ei Yaad Pt, Ram 





In Coniston four more children were born othe couple. 
Fiorina es A Zanuttois homemaker Ivig in Cons. 
‘Yolanda (Mie Vs Balers) 2 homemaker tesided ln 
Coniston ttt her death in 1977. Fausto maried 0 E. 
Studer) CNR brakeman who Lcd in Caprol, died in an 
‘cident in 1942, Tiboo (mid to 1. Gagnon) was a 
‘Maintenance Foreman with Inc unis street in 1977 
Andes in Coniston, Guerino Chippy was plateworker 
‘ith Inco and did a an automobile accident 195). 

“Tiboo served as à schol trust fom 1963 10 1 
(Gueino was à president of Club Allg 

"Te chdren Born Canada were edcated at Our Lady 
of Merey Separate School and the fail churches were Our 
Udy of Morey and later oa S- Paul the Apostle 

Pasquale and Rosa encountered difeulcopdions upon 
‘oct arial, with ne road, sidewalk, deceit, running 
ter or Indoor plumbing” Foret was cea 0 build à 
house and water had fo be drawn from a creek. 

Pasquale pased away ia 191 folowed by Rosa in 197. 

“The Cavrton Clan now boas 7 prance, 79 eat 
grandchildren and 6 pren rent grande 





CERANTOLA, Emilio 
Elo and Ernera (Barcelo) Crantola were born, 
rase and marie 1905 in Case di Godeg na. 
“Ther fist child Primo was orn 1907. The fail then 
moved fo Switzerland where Theresa vas born. Elio 
‘forked sro the border a Germany a the ine in 1911, 
{hy yea of ape Elo and Emesa who as ee ears 
Sounger ave Canada. They came to Vitoria Mine 
‘sth thir family where Emilio worked until moving (0 
‘Coniston in 1910 work in Mond’s ne amer. OF course 
Fire were none of the amentie of ite The work was hard 
{indi was ie cold, Wilgeress surrounded them and 
moved ito what aso become te permanent an 
Howe on what today 22 Caruso Stet At the te there 
ar only Tour ter Rouse the dt road plus Norauay 
Bros, General tore which wa in the same neighbourhoed 
‘Adeline, Agnes, Alse and Jonn mere bors there 


“The chen attended Separate Shoo! and Continuation 
School in Coniston andthe amily churches were Our Lady 
Of Mercy and St Pau the Apostle 

Emilio worked in the mate room in the ster uni his 
death in 1937, Emena passed awa 1 1988. Theresa Was 
(deceased in 1978 and Anes in 1979 

‘Adeline is mari and lives in Copper Cit. Primo is 
smarid and ves in Sudbury. John and bis wife ve atthe 
Same address on Caruso Steet while Alice ives im S 
Catharines 

Primo and John both worked for Inco and are now 
rete 





CERANTOLA, Nick 

Nicodemo ‘Nick? Cerantola was born in Castello Di 
{Gode in tay i 188, In 1919 be arrive in Cnison rom 
Depew, N.Y, USA, and wat ied by Mond. 18 1921 
‘Asie Blames i fom is hometown, or in 1850, 
Game to Coniston where they were mae. 








Five children completed the family; Patricia (Mrs. P. 
sea Mary (Mr 6. Veal: ects Rita (Mts. F 
Heron); Evo, and Patria. Mary and Peter now vein 
‘Niagara Falls while Rita and Evo reside in Caiforia, 

“The ie became homemakers, Petersa fier elder and 
evo ia specialty baker, 

“The cite attended Our Lady of Mercy and Coniston 
‘Continuation Sehools, Our Lady of Merey Church was the 
family church 

Amat sl that there were very few houses on Second 
Sect on ty are and thatthe land was coveted by 
forest 








In 194 the Cerantols let Coniston olive in Niagara 
al and Nick did there bn 1989 
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CHABOT, Joseph 

Joseph Chabot was born in Arai in 1883. His wie 
Helen Graham Evans, was boron Glasgow, Seoland and 
they were maried in Haleybary, Omarion 1916 

“Thee were Il eileen nthe Chabot fay, four of the 
born in Coniston, 

Toseph was locomotive fer and came to Coniston in 
2927: He worked forthe Mond Nickel Company until 1. 

isso Graham, born 918, as led a active sevice 
with the RCAF on November 30, 1902, 

"era, the oldest daughter, marred James Uren and lived 
in Brantford. Ty had a fal of four children. Vera 
passed way in 1966 and James in 1968 

Ronald worked briefly for INCO and joined the Armed 
Force in 1939 withthe Saut Ste. Marie Sudbury Reames 
He transe tote Grey & Simcoe Foret tr 
the Fore Gary Hore and went overseas in 193, He was 
‘wounded in France it 1914 He marie Vera Eth Francs 
in 1945 and wae employed by Veterans Rebabilason 
‘Sudbury and Toronto He noe reel and vi is Toronto 
‘The had fe dangers and one Se. 


Cec join the RCAF and went oneseas, He marié Alice 
uni Regia and ty hate any fsx He's present 
‘toring for Soni in he RLCALP. Barracks i Resa 

"ea May arid Willa Be and pren rire 
in Mosisauga They have nine children. 

Dorothy de» Reed Name and maria to George 
None whois eed from INCO. They Ive in Lively and 
have ve daughters and two sos 

Dani aed Care Lara from Warren. Tey hase 
hee dager and one son ad ven Sudbury, Dan has 
‘been posed with INCO for 13 yeas 

ar marie ene Cow ad hey Eve ia Hanon. 
‘The hae our children 

‘Dl has aly of i ands presen ashi foreman 
at the on Ore Recovery Plat at INCO. 

Desmond mare Mary MeDoral hey have pt chien, 
and now make thle home i Ese, Ontario. 

“osp pase away in 1961, Mis: Chabot, a "Sher Cross 
Mother" sl resides inthe re, 





CHAYKOSKI, Paul 

Pau Chayosl was bor in he Ukraine in 1899 and came 
Lo Canada In 193. He soi inthe cy of Wimipes 
‘Manito. Mos of hey eats ware peat hee, and in 1923 
he mamie Sophie Wejeechows a 193 Paul's prets were 
Fetuming 1 he ol County a he ands wie esd hat 
they woul o wih them. Aer a period few month bey 








Fond that hs was athe place fr thm. The return 0 
ads and stopped in Coniston whee bomber of hee 
‘anes were lest 

‘aul poe a ob vith the Interatoal Nickel Company in 
the Conon smetr in 1938 He wa rane the on 
fe plant in Copper Cuff in 1955 

“Thr vo cues, Mary and ed, were raed ad ected 
ln Coniston. Thar daughter became a Repstered None arid 
for some time warked In Dr. Jesops fie athe Coon 
Medial Centre. Fred followed is father into the ick 
Industry, sed an aprem in he machine shop, and 
Merkel as machin He present a general foreman in 
{henry at Copper CI and be and his fay ese 
in Sodbury 

‘The Chnvkorkis were active in the Coniston Uainian 
community, and Pau a served a reser onthe Conlon 
Sepuate School Board 

Paul's el started ofl inthe Late 1980s and in 1959 
took an ary remet pension. AM is tement, Paul 
nd Sophie to move tack o Wipe tobe ea tt 
‘laughter Mary who had marie Lao Oro and ees 
‘here. Paul non deeasl and Sopie til ves dos ober 





CHEZA, Guido 

‘Sizslan, Franc, Boson US A. far x month 1904, 
snd ten nor to Huai a 908, a Montreal, as be 
Faute Guido Chen cho to ome to Canada sues or 
‘wor, havin ef Mezanso Di Caen in Parma, ay where 
evs bor in 68. In Hine he mas employe te 
‘Anglo Canadian Leiber Con 1909 he rene home ant 
fred Angela Monica who was bor in Galen 1890 Tet 
Same er they retard to Huse and Calo arte © 
Siva Anti) was bor to the couple there. 

In 1914 Mond Nickel beckoned andthe Family moved 0 
‘Conston where Guido was employed and whee he remained 
{ol he eement in 198 sea mechani wih Ino, Loren 
“Sty mare to Case Giroux) was born alt taal 
tied Guid bull te ft use on the seta wa no 
Caro Sr. Fr fe mond in 916, en employment 
as ac, the fan moved to Copper CUI whee Ha M 
Luigi Orta) was bor. They returned 10 Conlon whee 
‘Ana (Ms. Luigi Geran), Louse (Ms. Pat DI Mata 


Joseph who died in infancy, and Emma Mrs, Mike 
Salk) were bon, 

Coniston Spates Cnsnaton Schools were where the 
chen were edad and Our Lady of Met Chute, and 
{S'S Pau the Apowde were te amity har 

"and Sco were enployed at no from where Sey 
revel in 197, The pil all chose homemaking eres 
Lorean and ria ese in Conon contiguous homes, 
Enna beng the original homestead. Ka males Stet 
ome vile Ana and Lois make Vancouver and Caloris 
Fer respecte homes 

“Gui wa th proud owner ofan Overland cain he ty 
1900's whence were few and far betwee. When Guido and 
Ang arsed, ads erable bh ra, anspor Was 
À one und bagy and water wa cared from community 
Pipe stands 

Tarlo pas av in 1952 followed by Guido in 19, 
pra by Angela in 1946. 








CHEZZ1, Guiglicimo (Wiliam) 

‘Gig Chez, oc Wim a he scald, and is wife 
tins Zanini same fom Puta, Ra, to Canada in 1907 
fed seta in Hun Ontario. They spat some tine in 
{he Cobalt are and cameo Conon in 1914 Willa worked 
forte Mond Nickel Company fora namber of yea, and 
then wat employed by the Town of Coniston. 











“The Chea mi eile in Coniston. They ane 
‘our Lady of Mere Sparte Schoo, and mb of em 
fore ad etd inthe area. Ann, the odes, arin 
Vie Aaron snd made the ome in Conon Vic worked 
ie Contton ser inthe converter dparimen or many 
Yeats unl his retement. Both he and Angle have now 
sed ay. Mare mand Louis aso, aio made be bone 
fn Connon were Louls was employed by INCO, adn the 
ict ears he worked in the Canson img plan wl is 
ferent, Hie has since pas aay and Mare now makes 
ber bomeia Garson, Jean sane Me. Sacha ais now 
‘dso, Pasqua pent many years working he Coniston 
Sol ite in the peronal parm, then staal, 
{it later tated fo Coprer Cif and made hs home in 
Spas Pasqua a sce passed avay. Ju now Nts 
‘Scrfno, She ress in Sudbury. Lucy became Mts. Dolan 
fd Ines in St Catharines. Ven, Mis. Tagbrac ives 
in Sudbury. Josie same M, Hilock and makes her 
ome iS. Chat. Dario wae employed wi INCO ia the 
mena department both i Conon and Copper Ci 
"aye made his home in Conon, and i now deceased 
“Gueleo pasted away in 1951 and swe Aina in 197 

A ‘uber of hr armee ace sl inthe area. Tn 
Gono, Marie Has + son Guido makes is home, and 0 
os Dario son Gary, and Angsine Aero à so Si. 








CHISHOLM, George 

Gore Chisholm was bon in Clio, Scodand. As a 
Young lad He de in 1921 to come to Canada i seach 
‘fat Bester life. is fin stop was the Big city of Toronto 
Shd before long he found hs way to Coniston, where be 
ota job wih the CPR atthe diamond, aj wich he eld 
{itl 1934 when hey wes to automatic siting. He then 
‘tent work for co bere he remained uni is erent 
De 

Genre, ke many oter singe men lived in the company 
board howe in Coniston. The ory gos that some time 
Bethune was visting her brother in Markstay, who was à 
CPR employee eso happened hat the CPR employee Were 
throwing a ini at Raney Laken Sodbury The Bethune 
tree on thi way to this pon and with ther they 100k 
Ther ster Jennie Along the way they stopped in Coniston 
the Cub Howe to pick up a Scotia cap bj tbe eae 
‘of George Chisholm otaketo the ple. This show Jens 
hd George met for the fst ime, and à Cul 
Commence 

or Ihe next two years George journeyed to Braeside, 
‘Ontario, near Ottawa, to court Jenne and eventually 
December, 1925, they were marred 

Sie and George tied an active if in thelr community 
both inthe church and ther oreaiztions. They raised vo 
‘hen, Jean and Gordon, Thecidrenazended Conon 
Public and Continuation Schools, wih Jean going on to 

Tor some time, George was a member ofthe Public Schoo! 
‘Board end the Continuation Scho! and, den, served as 
‘Chatman on à number of oceaons 

Both were aie in, Andrew's Church. Jenihas been 
à mene of the United Women’s Group nee 1927 end 
‘othe and George wee elders ofthe churn, ta addon 
{he church work Jennie found eo belong tote Red 











Cross and to do a considerable amount of work in hat 

“hai son, Gordon, sil resides in Coniston and has ben 
a réa activi fara pore ar concerned, Over the yeas 
he hs been coach ofthe Sodbury tack ad eld ‘ca, 
Coached Coniston Minor Hockey and hasbeen involved it 
the air Cadets and active ta the Curing Clubs and with 
tacbal 

George passed away in 1976, and Jennie sl resides on 
the sme treet next to het son Cordon, 


Lao he em, Gordon, Gr & Jean Ca, 


Recalling the past, Jennie say he conditions were very 
prive town compared woth todays standards Fst 
Avenue was the only set that ha else Ligh. She 
femembers Toe Blake beng her deliver boy [om the own 
bakery, and there was a diy Tar jan actu Highway 17 
{abort distance from where he ives today. 

“enn sil continues 1 spend er me dog church work 
and enjoys her erandchidren herein Conon. She so 
Finds time for vise wih er daughter Jean ander 
panel in Scarborough, ta 


CHISWELL, Aubrey 

‘Aubrey Chivwel came from Pars, Ontario, but moved 
Lo Batavia, New York a a infant 

His wife Charote was born (n Lousians, 

Aubvey came back to Canada in 1907 and Chariots in 
1904: Heft came to MeKerrow and worked athe CPR 
‘tation He moved fo Coniston ia 197 and can à station 
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agent and a teleraphe (othe CNR, He was theft station 
Bet tobe cabine in Coniston after te allway went 
through in 1907, 

‘ures, Charlotte and tes young son Albert ve in à 
boat car on the sing we he station wa being ul 

"The Chanel had four Eire: Alber, Rai Ed and 
Aubrey who were bor in Coston. They wer aledueated 
‘wat mostallyicined and a member of the Const Hand 
[bry pated avay fll «young man in 150, 

His two sons, Albert and Ralph worked inthe nickel 
industry in Coniston. Albert worked inthe warenouse a 
Ralph ended a sationar einer. Ed married Cac 
{ohnson, à Coniston ad an they ae ving nom ia Lively 
Audrey maried Jack Troter and Les ia St Catharine. 

“Albert and Ralph ae now bot deceased Edith 1e ony 

The family were members ofthe United Church 


CHITKA Family 

The Chitka brothers, Mike and Tom, same to Canada 
prior to World War rom the vilage of Chorontin the 
Province of Gali, Ulsune, then under Austin rule 
Mik, the older a he two brother et his wife Kathrine 
Susa'at home wil he came to Canada in search of jo 
nd s home for them. Both be and his brother Tom went 
Lo work forthe Mond Nickel Company. However, before 
Mike had an opportunity to make enough money fo bring 
Katherine to Canada war had. broken out and all 
inumiraion had cened was aun 1921 chat Katherine 
ioined Mike in Const. They but à home and raised one 
Child, a daughter Jesse 

Tn the early days theory mean of transportation between 
Colston and Sudbury was loca tai. war on on of 
thes trip that Tom Chih, rearing from Sudbury, was 
boarding the wan, slpped and ls is arm underneath the 
Han wheel. Despite this handiap, be var sill abe to 
mucin jodi the Coniston ster for number of 
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An 1925, Katherine Ste Polit came to Canada and 
ame Tom's bride 

“Te couples ved ia Coniston for a numberof years and 
then both bothers ended upbachlrs. Mtr the depression, 
the company di not retire Tom because of his handicap. 
‘The two brodhes connus to ive in town, Tom looked 
Mer the howe we Mite worked in th semer as a appet 
and occupied is sure time rash pigeons. He reed 
ftom INCO in the "50 and passed ay 199, Thea Tom 
‘rent olive with Mike's dauper Jin Sault Se Marie 
He passed away a few yeas late. 





CHMARA, Dmytro 

‘The Chmarae came froma village calla Horopi in he 
bist of Sokal inthe province of Galo, Aust, WER 
now pat of the Ukraine 

Pa Ghats, ho wat ater to become the bed ofthe 
family of Chiara in Coniston, as born November 26 
191. He aended a village schal from 1897 to 1904 

in 1907 he eame to Canada. He arved in Sudbury on 
un 18, 1907, and proseded io Vitoria Mies to joi is 
father and brother Harry, wo were working there His 
Father bad bn in Canad sine 1905 and his ror since 
16 

'H pot job a a waterboy at Vitoria Mie and his ob 
las or tree months After that he wosked onthe cable 
ne canyngsikelrock re fom the mie othe smelter. 

Tis father went Gack tothe old county in 1908 

Dan gt job in the machine shop. He had business on 
hig mind ao, afer reseine pension from the Viera 
‘Mine management, he opened pa store. Harr the beams 
head of the household and topsther they pooled ther 
‘soues and went ito busines À short fine ater word 
ame out thatthe Mond Nickel Company would be moving 
‘hesmalter to Coniston. Dan came a Const io 191 and 
ou two ots anda smal line whe was wed by the 











La 1 rh Soph, Don, Ped, Para, Jol, Nek, Harty ad 
‘onsruction crews and which was located on the Southern 
nd of Willa Street, Dan devoted his time to repas 
‘he building and in 1512 he moved a al is stock 

He was al sto ope busines in Colston. His father, 
ho came back fo Canada, and is brother Hany lett 
‘ietora Min fo joi im along with another brother, Fred. 
The eldest bother, Josep, als came rom the old count. 
In 1013 Tom, another brother, arved. All the other 
rate, except Joseph, were bachelors 

ary sent or à young bride-to-be om the od county. 
She also Brow ith er his brother Nick ad five exer 
oué men ou same ile. They immediatly bo jos 





athe Canton ster, These youne men ile up the ely 
ont boarding house 

In 1920, Joseph eturne ois homeland o join his wie 
and child wa some intention of rearing to Canada 
Unfortunatly, he passed sway some five eur later. 

“Two oh children eventually made Canada their hmv 

La 1923 the last ofthe Chmara brothers, Jn, arrived 
fn Canada to join the group, In 1924, Dan, who was the 
snes head Of the group, decided 1 cc ride and he 
Imari Sophie Caicher of Fart Willam. They ad sx 
‘hen: Olen, Ann, Theodore, Waller, Dana and Else 

‘The China bothers had several sores in Coniston and 
contin doing busines inthe commniy for many yes 

Harry and his wie were the only ones leave Coniston 
and stein Oshawa Thi son, Dr John Chua sill 
Tesdes there. Nick, Fred and Ton never marre. They 
ae ln Coniston and eventually moved to Sudbury and 
‘pera the Tay Rolls x rte 

Of Dans family, Theodore tvs in Windsor and works 
for Windsor Hydro, Wate Isa layer in Sodbury, Dan Je 
Ie the Cty of Sudbury Tweasutr, Eel marie to Nick 
Harasymko and took over what was known as Nick's 
{Confection} in Coniston rom her ie an operate hat 
busines for a numberof years. 

The Chmara brothers are gone now, but they wil be 
remembered as good businessmen, 





CHORNEY, Alex 
‘lex Chorney came to Cana from Chorsthit, Uaine 
Im VON, Because Choracy, translated to English means 
black", he and laser members ofthe am adopted the 


Lu 1913 Alex et fr is wife Jstna and daughter Annie 

They sete in Fort Wiliam and ater moved 1 Nai 
In 196 y sd a Coniston, Alex wet to work forthe 
‘Mond Nickel Co. and fora numberof years worked inthe 


mari Walter Wasylnkt fn 1928 and they stl ven 
Combien. Peer moved to London and worked for the 
CN and now has retired. Mike seted in Toronto and 
‘rorked forte Lever Brothers. John also worked for the 
Teer Brothers, but now th are both reed. Sophie 
‘arid and seed on à farm near Waterford. Bil served 
Inthe Canadian Army in World War Il and massed Nee 
‘Barnosk from Coniston and sed in Burlington working 
for Stlco, Mary wat marie 0 Mike Najoko of Sudbury 
And they led hore Tor number of years. After Mike's 
azath, Mary moved to Kitchener olive with her daughter 
‘Ant’ and to be close to her son Arthur, a Chartered 
‘Accountant ving in Toronto. Seve temained inthe 
Sudbucy are, He worked inthe transportation department 
In Conan and ltr arte to Copper CLT where he 





CHORNEY, Steve 

Steve Chorney was born 1894 na farine community 
ju the Une, He came to Canada in 1914 just before 
World War Le fit en Manitoba sod armed for 
about ten sears 

in 1923 be married Mary Paka. In 1324 they moved 
to Coniston and Steve gota ob withthe Mond Nickel 
“Company He worked inthe oe bins, several sears he 
‘mater, and five years a à ag pt dumper. He relied in 


1959 


Ag 


a 





They had one daugter, Olga rase and educated in 
CConion, She marred Juan Kuson and resides tthe 
Vale. 

The Chowneys were active members of St. Michael's 
‘isantan Church, 

‘Steve and Mary have since passed away. 


CHUEY, Nick 

‘Nick Chey, bora 195, à nitive of Garland, Manitoba, 
came to Comiton at a young age Yo work forthe Mod 
‘Nickel Company In 1925 he decided he would 9 1 the 
United States to seek a beer future. He met a young ly 
bythe name of Jen Mero, a naine of Veniow, Mantobs, 
hie Decl, and wok her for is wife. Tele daughter, 














Eleanor, was bots in Dei. Hard times were setting in 
and jobs were arc, 0 Nick and Jean therfore dei 


Lo come back to Canada in 1930, This ae they sted in 
Eicher, Manitoba where the fay increased DV duce 
ions children, Aselne, Annie and Bi 

'By 1938 Nick bad enouah of farming and decid hat 
he Would run to Coniston and seek employment here 
‘thee number hs fiends reed, For the net twee 
Sears be spent in Coniston he worked in the sale 

The family was active inthe community and Nick was 
one the volute organizers that helped to ul union 

The chien grew up and were educated inthis ton 
Homer the job of blsiman nthe seer was geting he 
cf Nick and he esd tha he wold oe asi eur 
to Det. the family lef in 1947. Jean and Nik and he 
amily etme to Coniston time and time sain 

Nick pas away wo Jats ago, and soci his daughter 
leon Jean and the other iden sll reside in he 
USA: and aivays have fond memories of Coniston 
having made many fiends here. Jean was back fin 
(Coniston at late a last Sea. 














(CLARIDGE, John James 

‘ok les Claridge and his wife Ems Caroline Styer 
lated rom England in 1887. They sete in Cheers 
(Ontario inthe Otawa Valley. There were fur chen in 
de Clarldge fay" Leonara who became Mis. John 
‘Armstrong hasbeen resident ofthe town for many yeas 
‘ated Blanche Green and raised a fal of sx. He worked 
for the Mond Nickel Company inthe plate shop and they 
ved on Caruso Succ, Wied pased aay in 1828. Emly 
‘daughter, was married to la Land frm Buffalo, New 
York ir oredr te Mond Na Company ple 
{Conisson. Ia did in 193, and Emiy marred Joseph 
Deschamp and moved to Toronto, They are now bath 











eens, Willa, the youngest ofthe Clare family, went 
fo marry be brothers widow Blanche and bey moved 
to North Bay where he worked forthe Ontario Nvthaad 
[Ralway. Tey ha five ren by ther mariage ad ake 
the sx elem trom Blanche and Wired's marine. 
Plante now dened and Wika sl si Nah Be. 











ame Cardge was à town foreman forthe ld Nelo 
Garon Township, and later the Town of Coniston. He 
Dac sway in 154, and mms Caroline pase aay it 
tis 








CLARKE, Charles Haywoo 

Charles Clarke was bor in Ravensorp, north of 
Hampton, England, in 1897 In 1912, he and hi father, 
‘migrated to Canada locating in Ara, Onc, 

"When World Wa I broke ue, Charles oined he nant 
and sed overseas uth was wounded at pre, France 
(On eur to Canada he joined the CPR as graphe 

‘Margaret Louise Wilburn was born in 1899 in Shel 
Yorksite, England and emigrated to Buevale, Ontario, i 
[it with er paras. She worked as à senographer in 
Terosto unt her mariage in 1983 to Charles Haywood 

The young couple int ied at Abikow, à remote CPR 
station 60 mise noth of Chaplea Daring thi ie thle 
Fist chile, Charles Joho, was born in 1924, 

“They moved to Coniston in 192 and there a second son, 
George Henry, was born. Daring the depression hey lived 
Soccesvly in Raglan and Ayr, but soon Yeuured to 
‘Coniston where Charles became à Staton agent a Ra 
An 1935, Mary Marsree wae bor. 

The Can were ative member ofthe Angcan Church 
‘Thar chilren were ase and educated in Coniston, 

Chats John joined the RCAF in 1941 and became a 
fying officer, pling bombes, and was Kl I action 
‘over Hamburg in January, 1984 

“George Henry worked forthe Canadian Imperial Bank 
of Commerc a Coniston and in Sudbury foro Yeas 
Commerce and Finance, and became Chartered 
Accountant. He is presently Treasurer of the City of 
Toronto and is mari tothe former Jane Fowler. They 
have Tour daughters, Karen (Ms. Alex Dial), Pamela, 
Margaret and Patrica, al at home. 

Mary Margaret graduated as a Regtred Nurse and 
Age Dior of Nursing She married à Sudbury 
lawyer, EJ. Coaroy, and they have thee cles, Sarah 
eu Ernst James and Chae Clarke, Mary served a an 
Alderman forthe ety of Sudbury for à une. 

(Charles and Louie rained to Bari i 1963 and both 
passed away in 196. 

"Throushowt their 37 years i Coniston, Charles was à 
warden and treasurer ofthe Anglean Church, Louis eld 
‘fies in the women’s asocaions ofthe church 




















CLARKE, Ken 
Ken Clare, a nave of Woodstock, Ontario, born in 
1855, son of a college teacher, worked his wa) Cough 
tnicrhy and pradvted from Queen's Universty as a 
‘Chemical Engineer fo 1910 
THe worked during the summers at Nipissing Mine in 








Cobalt, From 190 ut 194 he worked for Algom Stel 
{roasting oa ore and then bul the commercial pla 

‘nen the mine closed down atthe binning of the Fst 
‘World War, he and hs wife and twin daughters came 1 
(Coniston. Helanded a job sa sampler athe Mond Nickel 
Company. 

Tn 915 he was superintendent ofthe sintering pant and 
pa develop rom sey experimental bass toa 000 
ton plan which replaced the old open eat fasting as à 
‘eat of sticker ctrl, He ae worked withthe text mil 
On whch ond wa carn ou parents ie 
Knowledge of thar new process which was installed inthe 
big new mil bul by INCO at Copper CH 

Kon a rid 1912 at Full, New Vor, Florence 
Marion Schenck. They had four lan; Elsabet (Ms 
Harold Wright of Chatham who did Tour yeas post 
rate work withthe Connell Foundation on cancer 
Farc, Marion who. wa an assuant profesor of 
‘mathemati a Nebraska University Eleanor who became 
Mis. Alden Hay of Mason, New Je) received het MA 
from Queen's tad ber Phi and did oustanding research 
on the adrenal sland under the famous Dr. See in 
Monies à son, Donald, who graduate in chemical 
aglnceing and tok pos graduate work et Carnegie Tech 
fn Puasburgh — all had brillant scholastic careers, 

‘When Mond mega with INCO in 1929, Ken moved to 
te Copper Chit mil as general foreman and became 
msi superintendent in 1997, and was placed in Charge 
ofthe development and operation of aies dora. 

Ken eed n 1950 and he Clarkes went ono make tr 








COLQUHOUN, Alex 

Alex Colquhoun came to work forthe Mond Nickel 
Company in 1910. He came to Coniston as a Macksmith 
foreman fer the Vitoria Mine Smelter cased down, He 
la tt poston ui bis etrement in 1930 after 30 years 
bf service with the company 








Alex was a widower and his family conse of five 
daughters; Margaret, who became a nurse and ted in 
Toronto, Agnes and Florence, twins, Lived in Coniston, 
Mary and Bese moved tote United States. Florence and 
Agnes wore, fi or the Mond Nike Company and str 
in INCO's Accounting Department, whete she remained Tor 
same 3? years unl er crement in 1964. 

loser to the other sisters, They received à hearty send off 
from Agne's fellow employees and frends in the 





COMACCHIO, Bruno 

Bruno Comacchio arrive in Cana in 1913 followed by 
his two brothers Giuseppe and Angelo some te ater. Born 
ln Catal Franc in aly in 194, be st arret Kingston 
He was employed on the CNR line north to Oba, The 
following year be wont to work for neo in Copper Cif. 
In 1919 heretrmed totaly where he maried Noam Conte 
in 1920, She was horn in Salvarona in 1901. Upon their 
‘etum to Canada in 1920 he was employed by Mond a: à 
mechan where he reed a a leader in 1956 








In 192 they Bout thee Home on Caruso Set They 
raised a family of four; Uo (married to Françoise Barbe) 
‘Angela (Ms uo Baal), Zta (Ms, Bruno Tremont) 
{and Dino who ded in infancy. Te cidre were educated 
fn he Coniston Separate abd Continuation School. The 

‘Anges (Ann) and Zits became homemakers and Uno 
worked at Inco for forty Years before is reremeat 35 
Maintenance Superintendent tthe Copper Clit smelter in 
1980: He was one ofthe original members ofthe Coniston 
Band and one of the founding members of Cab Ales, 
Inher he served as secretary for more than twenty Sea 
He served one year at a member ofthe town councl apd 

‘One year after his rerement Bruno was employed ae 

Ta 1980 Bruno and Noe celebrated thee 6th wedding 
soniversry with à banquet that was attended by their 
Children and tee Fam and sos relatives, There were 
nine prandtldren presnt and 12 sretarandchidren 
{seating chaos Upo sl makes the fay home bis home, 

Brun pased away i 190. 

No Fa the al dae of no lc, now bound 
mer, outhouses and he dal rp to and lt etch 
Grater a Gomme tape ether st Lara à barn oe 
In front of Gentiles howe 





COMACCHIO, Giuseppe 

orn in 1897 Giuseppe ‘oe? Cmacchio came to Coniston 
in 1990 from Castel Franco in aly and was employed by 
Mond unt his death in 196 ben he wae à ranean with 
Ineo, 

2 1928 Joe returned 40 Hay to mary Giovanna 
Marine. il rom his hometown and they ame back 
to Coniston togter 

Four Silden wee born 1 the couple: John (marred to 








Jean Charette); Judy (Mrs. R, Buda) Clementine (Mr. À 
Furlan) end Linda (Mts K Duda). The chien were 
dicated at Our Lady of Mercy school and the Coniston 
Continuation School, Judy and Linde graduated as 
Tegintered muses from the Marymoutt School of Nursing 

“ohn sa meat cuter and lives in Sudbury. Judy an 
RN and makes her home in Coniston, Clementine de à 
Nomemaker and raids ia Coniston and Linda vin in 

The family church i St, Paul the Aponte 

Thirteen grendchilien and two. great-grandhikcen 
complete the Comacehio fan. 





COMERFORD, Timothy 

Timothy Comerford was born of rh immigrant parents 
fon November 10,1896, in Palmer Rapids: near Rete 
He worked throuehou the arth in loging the joined the 
Mond Nickel Company in Victoria Nine 

Ta 1903 he marie Alice Forest who was born in 18 
in Spiingbook, tear Peterborough, She came north 19 
Copper Clift ive wither uncle, George O Donna 

“Timothy and Alice ved in Vito Mises unt 1913, 
They ha tree children, Frances, Harley amd Morte 

"In 1913 the fay moved fo Coniston when the Mond 
[Nickel Company moved its operations thee 

Tim was ashi foreman uni he died in 1935, 

im served as à School Trustee for Out Lady of Merey 
Separate School Aloe vas a charter meter ofthe Cathe 
‘Women's League and served at its Pendent for several 

“hei dsugher Franc maried Geral Guffey and vel 
in Coniston Harley worked in the Coniston steer tthe 
converter department until his eement and ved in 
Sdbury. Myre marred Guy Cabevin who owned and 
‘petted the Coniston Bakery in the ea vers Tey pased 
‘hay Some ime ago, and Frances and Harley pad ay 











Alice ond Timothy Comerford 





COMIN, Giovanni 

Giovanni Comin was bora in 1886in pedale in aly 
and in 1909 he arrived in Victoria Mine where he was ied 
y Mond. Four seas later he was working at ther new 
‘thle Conson. 

Ta 519 be returned totaly where he marred 24 year old 
‘Teresa Gemin a hometown gl, That sane year he ured 
10 Canada it bride and was ered by Mond and thee 
‘hilton made up the new family. Cars QE. Ardrola) 
À a homemaker who now lives in California, Ricardo 
(Qmaried fo Albina Caversoa) is retired and reer in 
Niagara Falls, Mary (rs. A. Alberton) a homemaker 
also ving n Niagara Fal. Baptista (mari to Adrian 
Gauthier) ves in Coniston. Baptista dled in 1977. Joe 
are 10 Fremana Gala) fe an auto mechanic: for 
Nickel Cetre and makes home in Coniston, Emma (M. 
D. Della Pasqua) is homemaker also living in Niagara 
Fal. Seo (maried to Lacy Zeppa) à superintendent 
Leslie in California, and Marco ded Ia 











In 1928 the family decided to make the rip back to aly 
and it was not unl 1952 tha hey return, thi time 10 
Montreal nthe interim a son Dany was born to them, 
Danny is now a pipe rer living in Garson. In 1934 the 
family got homesck for Coniston so they returned and 
‘taj unt 1940 and then moved fo Niagara Falls withthe 
‘ception of Ricardo, Basia and foe, theater two were 
inthe army. Several years Inter Ricard also moved to 
Niagara Fal while Bain and Joe retained n Coniston 

Teresa reals he dense bush and that amongst other 
Inconveniencs hey had wall-e to et running wae, 
et she managed to sustain he family and seo the neds 
of ainereen boarders 

Govan passed vay in 1943, Teresa a 9 il resides 
ia Niagara Fal 





CONLON, Herbert 

Herbert Conlon was bora ia Eganvil, Ontario in 184. 
He came to Coniston in 1928 where he and is wife Lucy 
owned and operated butcher shop on Second Avene Tn 
1932 Herbert gave up the business nd went to work forthe 
International Nickel Company at Coniston, 
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‘The Conlons essed and educated eleven children in 
Const. Theis daughter Mare Armitage, now hing in 
King. Cuy, opeaies an derobes cn. She was à 
Regivered Name. Helen became Mn, Jake and she and 
her family reside Cleveland, Ohio, ean mari Johnny 
Storozuk, à Coniston boy. ‘They make ther home (a 
Kitchener, Ontario. Noreen Conlon is & Stet of the St 
Joep Order snd je à cho! teacher resin in Thunder 
Bay, Patrica, now Mis. Hansen, makes her home in Lively 
Geraldine Mrs Stel, à egal secretary and ves In 
Levack. Shela s Mrs, Carnegie and makes her hows a 
(Chatham, ‘Ontario, Vincent was a dete mechanic ia 








Lf torah Paice, Gti, Bob, Jen, Mare, vet, Lay 


Kapushasng and passed away in 1969, Edward (Te) is a 
Wikwemikong on Manitoulin land. Robert was à 
‘maltenance general foreman at INCO an ei in 1982 
He and hs we, Cole, make their home in Coniston 
Robert hasbeen very sive inthe Nickel Centre Credit 
Union ands où president of Alone Compan Lined 
Herbert Conlon was one of che victims inthe trac 1951 
bus aident ata Coniston costing Hs wife Lacy passed 








CONLON, Willard 
Willard and Frances Conlon came to Coniston from 
hit ite Frances was bor in Palmer Raps, Ontario. 

‘Willard worked forthe Mona Neke Company an ae 
NCO: By time they had two sou len, Rita and 
Bernard, who were born in Perth. 

The not 4 years were spent by Wiad working atthe 
onl ut, neh moved up hanson 
in ies 

Another cig, Kenneth, was born Coniston, where all 
the chien were else and eut, 

ts marred former Coniston boy, Nell Modesto, and 
‘Algor. Bernard went ino the nickel industry and became 
an cectrican, He ts now at Copper Cliff. He married 
Theresa O'Neil, à Copper Clif gun. Kenneth is also an 











refinery, He marie Car Rare, a Coniston gl, Kenneth 
‘ras councilor forte town, ha ben oc withthe 
‘Nickel Contre Credit Union and is Pas President 
"Wille real tha wld same as plentifel aro the 
area when they fist setded in Conon, and busing as 
‘done round te spot where the Separate Schoo now sands 
Willard and Frances ae ll dents ofthis ares and 0 
sre tet sone Berard and Kenneth and het fails 





COPFO, Die 
Italy in 1882, and Teresa Lucia Barbero, who was x yeas 
Is juno, exchanged mariage vows in Montero, Il 

The following year Diego left Teresa andthe new bore 
son Guglem (Bl) for Canada and aried in Const 
in time to help ithe bulding of the new Mond Sele 














ec he subsequent stayed fo 3 yeas nd element 
noe? 

1194 Teresa and Bil joined him and before ver lone 
Diese built their home on Romford Road on property 
purchased from farmer Jose Boudrea for 310.00 on à 

pay-when-you-an-nedteres” tas The roads were 
raed wagon tals with no elect, cunning Water ot 
Sanitary facies. Potable water st Care from à el 
Amos a gate mie say wt Diego finaly installed His 
‘own well Teresa encountered Many hardships and 
Sthumerabe problems in running the housed a id ll 
the mothers at that tite 

in the wine's biter cold transportation to Sudbury was 
by tain only and when ile srk, a td the devote 
Dr. Cameron, who often was fore to abandon his horse 
and ctr in deep snow and walk, would arrange fo the 
rain o sop nfo of te hoe in ode Co ik up patients 
{0 apart them to St. Joseph Hospital in Sudbury. Diego 
and Tera strugeled through the depesion, too proud 1 

Man, ht due ealhe wonder ofthe advent 
of eects, ning water and Dar) operated radi, 

"The couple had seven cide: Bl marie Marcel 
Jacques and he passed away in 1981, Mate singe and 
Su iving inthe Cam home ‘Blanche wae maria fo 
Maurice Pacaud spd ie now a widow ving in Welland 
Norma mare Sid Kemp and Aldo ated 10 Ela 
‘Gould, Two children diet in thet fancy. 

The children were educated in Convion_and were 
parishioners ar ur Lady of Mere Charen and Se, Pal the 
[poll Thirteen srandchilre, srenieen pres. ert 
children and three great-great grandchildren roundout the 
family. 

Diese passed say in 1956 and Teresa in 196. 


CORLESS, Charles 

Charles Vanbyke Cones was born in North Norwich 
Township in 1868, son of Moses Coles, who came to 
(Canada from Liverpool as boy i 146, He attended Now 
Durham Public Schoo, Model School in Stratford, and 
‘Toronto Normal where won the Prince of Wales gold 
medal ina as of 130. He tase school at Cathar and 
Spent year at Brantford Collate preparing for st 
ss certificate, Upon graduation {om Normal Stool he 
as appointed principal of Norwich Pub School He 
Taught therefor seven and à hal eur, teaching every 
‘Subject in the cura, and prepared are ise fore 

"He mari Lille Stephenson of Cathcart, whose met 
nile caching. Tha let dauphter, who ltr became Mr 
(De) Car Langer of Tunbridge Wells, England, was bora 
ln Norwich, Ther young daughter, Florence, became Mn. 
Benjamin Burn of Tilsonbure was bora in Vitoria Mine 

"Mr. Corks carer might wll hav continued axes 
in the Hed of education. Eventhough he was mare and 
ha one daughter, Glad, he enroll at MeG University 
In Monte and spat the nent four year sting for his 
mining degree. He spent his summers In es across the 
Count from Nova, Scotia to Brgsh Columbia, He 
‘raduated in 1904 and accepted à pos under the eigent 








Chaves Vanboke Cores 


ener as Inspecior of three of the Angus shope thes bing 
‘ected ln Montreal He was then engaged to g 0 Bist 
Columbia to examine coal propartes, and ssied Dr 
Porter inthe mining department of McGill University. a 
1804 he received call rom the Mond Nickel Company of 
London to become superintendent of He property it the 
‘Sabu are Ts was the bepnnng of Dr. Cones seis 
mining practice, He card out explorations which ed to 
the aquistion by the Mond Nickel Company of valle 
raies and vo discover the Frood Extension 

Moving the steer rom Victoria Mines to Coniston in 
913, with only a few days lag is operation, erly 
cation ofthe plat and the choise of Sbeyse cure 
exemple Dr. Cols ores and initiative, Dr Cove 
and his family vemained in Coniston unt he seed in 
Stpcember of 1928, 

“Charles VanDyke Cores bought a mansion from the 
Tilson Family in Tilsonbug in 1929, named Conion. 
Place” and dette in cll at trees and bea 
furniture, He reed atthe age of 60 and had many yes 
{gather a colon of fine items. He remand in 
Tilhonbarg where he died inthe sping of 1954 atthe age 
of 84 Hi wife Lilie had passe away i 1950. "Coniston 
Place” then Became occupied by thelr younger Sater 
Florence ani her husband. The two Coles daughters ae 
now deceased. "Conston Pace” ino longer Ocupied bat 
Benjamin Burn, Florence's hosband, elves in Tilson 
‘rg and so docs thee daughter Stephanie Durkee gran 
of Charles VanDyke Cores, The own of Tlsonburs 
as made an offer to buy "Conivon Place” to preserve 
2 à historic balding 





CORRIGAN, Cecilia 
Cia Corigan was born in Fort Colounge in Quebec 
La 1864 She came to northern Ontario to teach school 
Crean Hi in 1910 
Tn 1912, she came t9 Coniston and fortwo years aught 
scheal in Coniston 
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She then went est and maid John J Corrigan and 
retuned to Conlon to teach again. John went to Wook for 
the Mond Nickel Co. ar à loomotive engine. 

They had four chides: Cea, Join, Chis and Mary 

‘Tragedy stack the Corrigan family when John passed 
away in 1924. Ces left Coniston with er siren and 
feted in Pembroke. Two of herson, Ces and Joba came 
back to Copper Cif and worked for INCO Col worked 
An Conston fora number of ears and ered at a sipping 
{breman te Copper CA. He bad à family of ch Boys, 
Jobin and Ls sil reside here. John worked in Copper 
‘Cif a's locomotive breskman and sl Ives athe rca 
and has just cel ized 

‘Cela Corgan made her ark in the Mistry of his town, 
beng one of the Fist schol teaches to teachin this 
treat srandrldren sl resi in ths aren and à umber 
‘of them righ hee in Coniston. Toba Corian of Fourth 
‘Ave. i one ofthe 





CREMA Fami 





Primm Crema was born in 1897 in Muzzano, Hay, and 
in 1905 Roma Baga was bor a Castle Di Gode 
already here. : 

Tn 111 Primo came to Canada wih is parent and two 
bothers He fi cameo Laval and then Crean Hil. He 










then cane to Coniston and worked for chimney company 
that bit he ed brick stack ha stood nae the wate an 
ithe ster. From there he went to Sale St. Mile and 
Worked ora company making refactor. tn 1924 he hired 
‘nat Garson Mine and ha same Year he and Roma were 
tard at Out Lady of erey Church in Coniston. Their 
text move wat o Saul Ste, Mare and Algoma Sted Here 
to children were bora 1 tent. Leo (mare to Maureen 
Pappin vein Copper Cf and worked a ico wt is 
rérement in. 1982 se Senior Mechanical Maintenance 
Engineer. Lena (Mrs. Olver is homemaker Line 
onto. ln 1952 the Crema etumed to Coniston and be 
fired on wit tno as à basman, where be worked ntl 
he fost his ite in the tragie brain colon in 1981 

‘Lego and Lena were etre in the Coniston Separate 
nd Continuation Schools Leno attended Sudbury High and 
‘raduated from the Univers of Toronto asa Mechanical 
Engineer 

“The family church was Our Lady of Mere and later on 
si Pas! te Aponte, Roma the grandmotier of Sand 
‘wear grandmother of 7 clea 


CRESSWELL, James 

James Creswell was born in England in 1877. Eth 
resol (Boot) ma lio bora ia England ia 1876, During 
‘he sear of 1906, they deeded to mmiarate to Canada 
ame can first in 907 to Montreal and then to Victor 
Mine Edit followed a year later with thei wo eileen, 
Fred aged stand Ale aged four. They ved in Vista 
‘Mine anil 1912 when Mond Nickel Company moved thelr 
‘persion Coniston where anew ile and Lowa We 
‘Wing but Inthe meantime two mare ere 








Join 1969, and Leste in 1911, Afr sting in Coniston 
Ana boue wish ti stands, wo more ren mee boc, 





‘These were the das of house partes and sli ride 
during the winter mouths and picnics and outdoor lag 
luring the summer. The Creswell, along wih other 
{aa took advantage ofthe ot sumer das and chi 
thar ten at Ramey Lake, went of the are whee 


Moonlight Bench now located. The men would walk he 
CEPR to Coniston each morning to work and back evry 

‘Along about his te sport became a pat of he picture 
and inte ar etes Fred played onthe Local tum 
‘There ere many bard fought game played on he outdone 
Fink whete our present ball flld stunted. Some of the 
‘ther payers mere W- Wright, R. Acton, W. Johnson 10 
same fe 

“The eas lew by and sadly James Creswell passed away 
in 1983 ater short ins, Tis was a reat shock but He 
cued on and in 125 Fred ook ahs de, ah Spencer 
enr later she ded leaving’ sn, Wallace, who marred 
den Leak and left two sons, Bian and Tint and a 
fdughter Judy po is ninely death. Pred remarried in 
1928 to May Dubery 

Teas now John and Let's tur to become well known 
in the sport cles. In te fate ent and ety thes 
baseball ome to favour inthe district and the Cresswell 
others wes prominent members of Coniston ball teas 
bis for their long ball hitting Some people stl 
Femember when Coniston defeated Salt te Mare fr the 
ini Championship of Northern Ontario, but were been 
bya narrow margin by Mito, Ona 

Job married Corns Kirwan of Conso in 1982 and 
‘lise mari John Wilson of Sudbury in 1939 and et to 
fre in Ota. 

“The war years were now wth us an eary in 941, David 
joined the A Force. He went overseas late the sae ear 
Andseredn Bain, France, Delgo and Holland. While 
{London in i943 Meantime, Harry mared Bear Jessup 
is Sudbury ia 1981 

Tn the ate forties and ar itis we saw a real of 
church lei RER was sort ofa nou generation atv 
‘They wee beld at various locations. 

Lee as he fe to marry and te the Knot with Elia 
‘ein 180 and sil ives in Colston. They Have ne son, 
Sines who Hoes in Red, Alberta with hs wife an three 
‘hire, 

Alter being bedridéen for a number of years, Eth 
(cr died in 1984, Her second som, John died in 1963 
nd Cornelian 1977 leaving fal of four boys and hee 
{dns Tey are Ronald of Comision, Audrey (Veno) also of 
‘Goniton ass Gary, Father David of ioe Lake, Loreen 
ff kitchens, Brian of Lively and Phys (Bike) of 
Coniston 

ary passed away in 196$ after a shor ilies leaving 
no chdfen, Beri Iter maved John Wilshire of 
Sudbury and sl ves there 

Fred died or 1968 after having served INCO for ovr fity 
years and May flowed is 1974 leaving he is and five 
Boys, Doris (Cruckshank) of Faleonbridge John of 
Soabury: Robst of Coniston, Bete (Greenough) of Copper 
Cif, Donald, Dane (Lesa), Keath and Ves al of 
Conon). 

“Ac lin 197 in Ottawa leaving one son, Keith ving 
in Vancouver ander husband John in Ota, 

David and Grace vein Coniston and have te hilren, 
Lynn il) of Black Lake Rosd, Lives, Valene (Boland) 
and Also (Black) of London, Ontario. 





CRIPPS, Ete P. 
tie Cripps was a native of Capleton, Quebec. She was 
snarled in 180 at Mie il, Nova Scotia, John Crips 
“Thy took up resdene in Copper CLIT ia 187, She soon 
became one the mos popular ces inthe community 
‘She was an seine mener ofthe Presta Church, worked 
nd helped out everyone, and willy gave her aisance 
io'anychariable case: Sh always found time to vst tbe 
Tite moved to Victoria Mine in 1900 where some of er 
family were play with the Mond Nickel Company. She 
as ao bed inthe same bigh esteem ths community 
"The Cripps rasfred to Canton withthe Mond Nickel 
‘Company, Ip Coniston she war in care of the community 
Mary, and known at "Grandma Capes 
Mis: Cripps lived in Coniston fom 1913 to 1937. The 
‘Coniston Library owes fs bepnnings 10 this fine Id 











OE Coan Money of Mond Ne Gx 


CURLEY, Larry 

Larry Cutley and his wife, Mary Alla O'Conner, came 
from te Ottawa Valley and were one of he carl pioneer 
fame in thi ares. Larty worked for the Mond Nickel 
‘Company a the yardmase, They ved nthe area that was 
own ot Ol Coniston and had a Tamily of thre, Tom, 

Tan contd to work for the Mond Nickel Company 
unt the merger Being a great end of the then Member 
Parliament, Chane MeCrea, he was convinced 0 lave 
‘he nikel company and take afb withthe Department of 
Highway. 

"The Cuiey children pased away at an carly age, and 
Larry and is wile ended up inthe Ottawa atc fr some 
time, Eventual they retuned tothe Sudbury area closer 
to tele fiends in Conon 











CURLOOK Family 

Wiliam Curook was born on February 18, 1891 in 
Paotocheska, Ukraine, and acrived in Canada in 197. He 
marié Stephanie Acker in 1993 (Stephanie wes born ie 
{BoM ia the same village nthe Ua). Stephane pat 
sa fn 1975 and Wiliam in 1980 

a 1907, Willa bepan bis work at Victoria Min, then 
srorked a Coniston Smelter in 1913. 1915, he movado 
‘Toronto and drove a set car wile steading Barber 
College After this, he returned 19 Coniston and worked 
Unt is eiremen at 6 years of age 

Vila Corlook worked mos fe fs fr INCO at he 
Coniston Smtr. He and Stephanie were very active in 
commun fen Coniston and belonged to Sc. Michael 
‘Church Willa and Stephanie had x chien (one 
‘cea at age 2 Five een ar ving in Ontario and 
Site he tended Coniston Contiauton Sebool ul 
Grade 12. 

During thelr caly maried life the Curlooks enjoyed 
chu leaks as Sunday outing. Te children were ned 
ts young age that tbe countryside was bountiful With 
‘oeberes and mshroom, Fond menove are eal Of 
Stephanie's cookery and er recipes are stl enjoyed by her 
ren and grandchildren. Stephanie and Wiliams were 
huss gardeners andthe pce gardening touch has 
‘een passed along to thei children 








pa A 
Seated Stphane & Wiliam Coot. Sting lef ih: Mary, 
‘Ergon, Dep, Water & Morr 





At Coniston Smaer, Wiliam worked a a motorman on 
the Coarging Floor. He eventually became a foreman 
(Geottey Shin) on the Charing Foor 

‘Willis and Stephanie celebrated their Oh Wedding 
‘Anniversary in 1998 tthe Ilan Club in Coniston Joined 
By their children, grandchldren and many Sends 

The eldest daughter, Delphine Crtook marie! George 
ila ane is now residing in Missauga wih four chen, 
Paul, Stephen, Matthew and Mark. 

"Waite Curlok mared Jenifer Burak. He graduated 
som University of Toronto (PHD) in Metaliry. Walter 
Hs Eneeuthe Vice President of INCO Led, Waiter and 
enfer now reside in Rosedale th tir our children, 
Christine, Pal, Michal and Andrea. 

Eugenie Curook ati Pick Poland Pat an INCO 
employe and works wih the Drug Addition Cente, The 





Poland resid in Sudbury. They have four eileen, Caro 
‘At Duff, Dan and Shaw, 

Mary Culoak mario Dino Sani Dino also an NCO 
employee at INCO Purcharine amd Warehousing. They 
Fede at Bay View Log on French River (owners) and have 
Sébren, Katy, Jami, Donna, David and Krist, 

Mortis Curlok mai Helen Stewart Dow. He 
rate from Rseron in lon and work for INCO 
fn instrumentation, Morris bas 3 children from a previous 
mariage: Lu Ann, James and Peter. 


DALE, John James 

John James Dale was tor in 1873 in Tottenham, 
‘Ontario. His wife, Emma Rose Spencer, was bora in 1890 
In Gaspé Bay. Quebec 

John and Emma were marred in 1906, They came to 
(Canton from the Waren ares 916 hn went work 
Tor the Mond Nickel Company as a smeter worker 

Fora numberof years Toh waste bot of tp pang 
on John MM shit during the das when tete were 
‘many labourers we inthe meron cleaning up He tr 
‘operated the skal cracker and eventually ended up 88 à 
‘etchant hi rarement in 1938 

“oli and Emma raised four chien Helen, Vee, ra 
and Ivan. They al add the Coniston Publ Schoo 

‘Daring Johns days asa watchman, he appaetily ered 
the reputation of Beng 4 weather forester wine some 
prime methods, Some of his predictions were noc very 
sais, The weatber woud fall down 0 0 degress low 
Zero, wl Jota would be predicting ran; howere the men 
fon his shift got much amusement out of hs predictions, 
‘Accord othe Sudbury Sar a flo: workers one ay 
there topther and wih great ceemony made John 
Feepient ofa presentation. The gift was a thermometer 

‘Ot his den, Helen now dec Veli, who ne 
{he war worked atthe Copper CHE plant snow reed: 
Ira worked ath alter from 1935 fo 1907, then worked 
forthe Abbi Paper Min Sale Ste Mais now red 
Sd sliver nthe Sauls anse inthe Royal Canadian 
‘Navy during Worlé War fl, worked fora short tine ia 
{Copper Cli and then as a bstender a the Coulson Ho, 
Sudbury, for many year, and was an ative anon Seward 
ff the Barcenders Union, and is now desnsed. 

Tol passed sway in 1950 a the ag 77 and Ema Rose 
ped away in 1974 a the ape of 8, 











DANILUK, Roman 

Roman Dau came to Canada fom à farming town 
called Czeejow in the Ukraine in 1913. He setts! in 
Coniston an went to work forthe Mond Nickel Compan. 
For ten years he worked and saved enough money Lo 
purchase property witha two room carie oni abd Sent 
Fors ve and Fa 123. is nase was Ame 
Play 

Before too long, Roman enlarge hi hou and oda, 
after many improvement, he house tl stands 
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“Two of her tien ere bon ne a country and 
th two younger ones were born in Coniston. 

‘Nedeza, the oles daughter, urted Dmvro Prvdanik 
in Coniston and had one ctl, In 193, they deed to 
Feurn to the county of tht ith and never tortura to 
Canad, 

Mary was ao born inthe old county Se five in 
‘Coniston fora while and then sted in Toront where she 
[Sl residing today. Mary never marred 

Sophie and Helen were born in Coniston and educated 
in Pickering, Ontario. a) 

Helen DE younges, was teacher fra wile and then 
‘aiden, Sane and Bran: Helen and Phil para a 
lll aspecs ofthe Coniston community fe, Phas bees 
{member of council ia both Coniston and Nickel Centre 
for many years and held many posts Lions Club. 

Roman pase avay in 41 efter lengthy ness and 
<dseendant ofthe Dans Family that remained in hs ae, 


DAVIE, Alex 


Alex Davie came to Canada fromthe Ukraine in 1893. 
He found hs way to Conston in 1918 wheve he obtained 











employment with the Mond Nickel Co, He was à Fami 
fate on the sneer charge floor unt 1984 when i Pl 
Forse him to take an ery resiement 

‘Ales married Tina Pachkowsh of Coniston in 1927 and 
rase a family of Tour boys” Bil, Jack, John and Mike 
Unie thes father, hey id ot flow bm at the nck 
Industry. They wet nto raroaing 

Alex now deseased and Tina ves in Sudbury and so 
go her two sons, Jack and Mike Bl snow located ia 
‘Toronto and John fen Willan Lak, 


DAVIS, Peter 

ater Davis was hor in Quyoa, Queen 196. Hecame 
Lo Capreol 1322 1 work for Pau & White Lumber 
Company, and spent one fea inthe ame camps. He ten 
Jone he Mond Nike! Company in Coton. 

In 1926 Peter maried Lea Peche, at. Charles gi. They 
raed a family of ight Gerald, who works lathe 
mechanical "department at INCO, ‘marsied to. Lena 
Siywchuk, for many yeas vesiged in Coniston, and now 
fperte à suman odes in West Arm Jo wh mae ao 
An INCO worker, was married to à Lapsime pil from 
Sudbury, and à now deceased; Germain (Mis, Chane 
Mori) living in Conlson: Gabel (Mts. Cyr Desoges) 
‘ess ia Corson; Verna tard to Rope Satins Sey 
tare Leo Boyer of Coniston; May who M Patrick 
Gauvreau, also ving i Conon; Stephen i marie to 
Gloria Hupalo, now lives in Osbava, ais manager of he 
Dominion Store 


D D ae, Lae a 
= 


Pet spent 2 eur working for the nike company, mot 
of them inthe converter parement. In 181 he was 
promot it boss, anda 966 he eed ona ab 
Petr pased away in 1969, and Lea sil vesin Coniston 
surrounded by he cilren and grandchildren 
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DEEKS, Claude 

aude Decks arived in Canada in 1906 after having 
spoked for some years as a salle on the CPR ship "Mount 
Temple 

Hs le, Anne Laurie Car, came to Canada year later 
and she and Claude got marre in St. Sepen's Anglican 
{Church near Montreal in I. 

Claude worked withthe Ail-Chalmers Company in 
Lachine nhl job he ws travelling good deal and i mas 
on itp to Mond Nickel near Worthington that he desided 
{o move nosh. He sarted to work in the seciral 
depariment af Mond Nickel and stayed one becoming 
{oreman, unt is retiement in 1945, 





“They hd five eilren: Albert, who now deceased was 
marie to lable Whitehead of Toronto (now esiding i 
Sudbury), Kathleen who is alo desesed mare John 
Dovott of Sudbury, Dors mared Percy Marin, Een, 
sow Ms, Har, ves a Sudbury, Margaret mari Nanou 
Léonard and raies in Sunn! 

Claude passed away in 1988 and Annie in 195. Besides 
his three daughters in this area, there are several 
andre, Nancy, Albert, and Isabel's dur so 
mari to Ken Crsswall and lives in Coniston, 





DEFORGE Family 

Joseph Deforge was born in Orta and his wife, Jane 
Gosia, io Kentville, Ontario. The family ade te home 
in St. Charles fora number of years nti they moved to 
Coniston in 191 

There were ten chlen in the Deforge fan. 

Joseph was ini health during his sa) in Coniston and 
passed aay i 192. His wie, Jane, worked as amie 
Fo Dr Johns from time tote 

‘Sixoftheten Deforg hire are sil ving, five hem 
in ii area, Eda makes her home in Coniston Erne, who. 
worked forthe nickel company, nom eid ad ais ies 
in Coniston: Florence reset in Cheimstord; Christine 
resides in Copper Clif and Onedimé makes hs home it 
Toronte 

Ter mother, Jane, moved to Toronto in 1980 snd pase 
aay in 1967 





De LUCA, Joseph 

Joseph (Joe) De Luca was born in Udine, al, in 1850 
and is wife Stefania (De Lea was lo bora thin 1908. 
They were both educated an mari there, 

Toe artved a Coniston fom aly in 1927. The folowing 
year he reursed and manied Stefania Who meena 
Gare the same maiden nape Late that yea in 1928 they 
Fuel to Coniston where they made a home, 


Fro! eft ori Hs, Lao Reno, Bak row left oh 





oe was employed asa carpenter wih Mond and ae nea 
wile "Stefania bused herself a a seamstress. and 
homemaker. They had thee children, Lisi who wen fon 
to mechan o foreman a loco, Reno who va carpenter 
Inco and ida who employed aa seen, Thelen 
ere educated nthe Sparte and Continuation School it 
Coniston and at Sudbury High and Sudbury Business 
Colle. Our Lady of Mery Chr was the family church, 
‘When speaking of te early days Stefania tele to 
Coniston a a "Town of Hope” whee times were diffi 
bu fends were clove kat Joe pasted away in 195 and 
Stefania andthe mari chilren reid in Sudbury 





De MARCHI, 

Born in 1901 in ana, Treviso, Kay, Gugino De 
March arrived in Coniston in 1927 and went to work for 
Mond a the amer where he stayed unt his remet 
from Ino in 1966. in 1929 he married Maria Beeso who 
was born in Vilasova De strana in Kal. 

“There were tre hen born the Cail (martiod 
to. Gocga) is real wate and lives in London, Mate 
"Tilly" (Mes. B. Main) ira sereary ving m Oven Sound 
and Romeo ‘Sam (mused to Zap Karlin) à à high 

ool teacher in Sudbury 
The children all allended Our Lady of Mercy and 
Coniston Continuation Schools and Rosie fathered is 














education at St. Chats College and is a graduate of 
Laurent Univers. 
‘Marae avalon ti. Paul he Ap 








DENEKA, Woityk 

ok Dena cae to Canad in 1927 fromthe village 
of Yar Poland and sted in Coniston. He went 0 
work forthe Mond Nickel Company, later INCO, where 
fe remained for some 38 Vers, sting in 1968 as à 
locomotive engines, 

He mari Mary Todoich in Coniston, who was born 
in Roscown, Saskatchewan, bul came 40 Cousin a à. 
oun age ith her parents in 199, 

"The Denes had to cae, sons Edward and Lawrence, 
raed and educated in Conkzon, Edvard. vent on 2 
Teachers Colle and taught school in Capel, He married 














Hien Dosotch. Lawrence was a hotel pero. He mated 
De Shirley Dla They ved im Wateio. Edward ed in 
LE, Wok or Wiliam a he wae Better known, and 
ile Mary moved to Sudbury, wer ving on Howey Drive, 
Sut were Constant vistors to Coniston, Mary devoted mich 
lof her time to ardeing, malay growing lowers, and Was 
member ofthe Sudbury Horultural Soisy. Waltyk 
passed aay in September of 1977 and is wife Mary dled 
{1982 Their som Lawrence, enroute Sudbury with his 
‘own sa fo see hls parents eat, died ina small plane 

“The Dench ft behind four randchlren two of them 











DESAUTELS, Antoine 

Antoine Desautels, who everyone cale Tony, as bore 
in Monica in 897 and marie Marie Louse Misha of 
Sturgeon Fall 1921 

Tn 1927 he moved to Coniston and bought Michaud 
Dug Store which he operated unt his reement in 1968 
{ean besaid hatin this occupation eme aod ad indy 
feltions wih every ce of Coton. He lo served the 
propio Conon ar Chit Returning Officer, treed the 
Rational Css and was Juste of the Pease unt i death 
in 93. He was also à member of the Town Council and 

















Separate School Bonré for many Yeas and a founding 
member of the Ch Riche of Sober 





fo eh; Marcle, Aline, Lace, Low, Mere 





‘Many wil member tht his drug tre served many years 
asthe Coniston bur stop, wang rom abd Ueto es 
for Deslongchamp Cartage Company, sod ltt the Nickel 
‘Bk Conch Lines, During those years ir tore, whose mao 
as cou, cleanliness and sevice, was open rom 82. 
{O11 pa the year round. 

Antoine was the youngest of five children of a police 
capain ofthe ty of Monreal, and he and Maris Louse 











had nine cdren. They wor al raised and educated in 
Coniston, 

ean, the oldest, mas a mechanical engineer in 
smintraton with Hydro Quebec and also worked forthe 
Canadian Government  Eneand, ance and German. 
René, with a Bachelor of Commerce dgie, is now se 
‘Gnployed asa counsellor in buses Marcel wa teacher 
For many yeas and marie George Lachance of Montreal, 
are she now resides. Roger de in 1950 some two Yeas 
‘Mier reine his Chartered Accoustan diploma, Pauli 
senor engineering technician with INCO as well as 
mére co-odiasor and budge controler. Paul 
mari «Sudbury gil, Agnes Tanguay. abd the ride in 
Coston. Lace, who wat a eater for many yeas is n00 
‘Mrs. Leo Poi, also a native of Canton. Aline was à 
furs and stewardess for Air Canada for any Year, sno 
‘Mes: Boyes and ves La Monten, Lovie, abo amuse and 
‘ewardes for Air Canada, now Mrs. K. Buraler and 
ives in Swan 

The La has & summer cottage in Sturgeon Falls and 
the Desaueke not only spend metre but ao in time 
10 png ie Coniston visting Paul ané Tile 

Antoine is nom dead und is wife resides 1 senior 
een home i Sturgeon Falls 








DESLOGES, Alex 


Alex Deslogs was bora in 1901 in Ocava. The family 
moved tthe Sudbury ares sory alter he was born and 
{hey made thir home in aoe cabin onthe Gason Toad 
‘Ashort time later they moved ta farm on McFarlane Lake 
‘tere Alex wae raed 


Laure and Ale Deus. 

‘A the age of 16 Alex joined Sith & Travers Diamond 
line Company and stl berween Creighton, Garson 
and Stobe Mine 

in 1920 he went to work for the Mond Nickel Company 
as trackman and during he Years that followed performs 
the duties of brakeman, conductor and finally 10 
transportation foreman. 

[981 hemaried Laura Duet of Copper CT. They 
raised family of fou, Alfred, Lote, Chi and Lars 

Aid was à maintenance eshani at INCO and 1 
mari to Marie Perol, Lore marfied Roland Renaud, 
‘osomotive iter with INCO, now reed. CyE works a 
the Iron Ore Plant ad Ys marred to Gabriel Davis, a 
{Coniston tative. Larry works for Demiaion Stores, i 
marie to. Ann Blau and resies in Sudbury. Ald 
Lara and Cyril ven Coniston while Alex, who retired 
in 1966, now resides in Sudbury. 


us 





DIMATTEO, Nicola 

‘Nicol Nick DiMte joined his brother Jen Canada 
in 1926. He arrive im Coniston from Pacndro Agu 
Italy, bu tthe time jobs were not easy to come by and 
Nick went fo work for Albi Gene der) business 
{tl he was employed by INCO in 194, where he emained 
Ul he vee as à steting machine operator ia 1972. 

‘Nicks family of thee hdr ate: Louise, who i à 
housewife, Ralph (arid to Cole Rouslle) who works 
Tor INCO and Ain who works forthe Minty of None 
lat, 

The len were ested at Or Lady of Mere School, 
iste Diet High Schoo! and Lauren University 








Nick has ben resident of Coniston sine his rival with 
sue exception of five years when he and is wife (Dorothy 
(Grab, who sa Report Nuse vedi Sudbury. They 
fave sine bulls ne home on Edward Steet ia Coniston 
ere they presen esd, 

‘Nick saa ative member of the Elks and Dorey isa 
member of the Royal Purple 

"As accuse ae Nick ca recall, his dad Ralph, erosed 
tne ocean to. Canada fie 49 posubly sb times Before 
eturing to aly 10 say 


DIMATTEO, Guiseppe 

‘Guiseppe "ioe" DiMalico arrived in Canada befor he 
ist World War with his father Ralph DiMatteo ot 
Pacendro Agua in Healy at the ender age of 16 ea. 

THs father went work in Creighton and Joe was 
employed by Mond inthe Smelter bere he stayed ual 
‘urement in 196. 

Soe stended rade school aly and isa parshones 
cof St. Pau the Apostle Church 

Joe tives in his own home and i à conf 
who obvious thrive "going i lone’ 


ied bachelor 





DISCHER, Fred 
Fred Discher was leading Coniston bachelt, born neat 
Renfre around 190. He spent eal all is ents ara, 
He went to school ¢ Worthington and Vicia Mine 
His father, Oto, worked forthe Mond Nickel Company 
as master mechanie st Worthington 





His home was atthe Coniston Club where many other 
bachelor edd 

Fred went dell from school nto the army. He saw 
ction in France and Beau and fer is care he wet 
fo mora the Coniston sneer aca machinist. He hen gut 
{his job and wea ino the construction cet, but became 
bac to Coniston ia 1025 and worked inthe plate shop unt 
Bi remet in 1960. 

His specialty vas patine the converter and making 
huge converter boo ued inthe al. Fred was a 00d 
alte and played both baseball and hockey we 


DOCHAK, Steve 

Steve Decal came Canada from he Ukraine in 1928. 
He wont to work atthe Coniston ameter in 1938 

He mario Mary Daubos in 192 and they had one son 
Mike who was employed as a welder a the Copper CLIT 
‘eter 

‘Steve was a hardworking individual and pet over 28 
eats working fr the nickel company, both Coniston and 
{Copper Ci. He rested in 1983 

"wife Mary pasedavay in 1953. To occupy his leisure 
time after remet, Steve owned and operated a stall 
bila hall in Sudbury, a good meeting pace for old 
pensioners. 

Both Steve and his son Mike ate now deceased 








DOSKOCH, Mike 

‘Mike Doskoch ame to Canada from the Ukraine in 1923. 
‘He started to work for fhe nickel company in Conson is 
1929, Yea ltr le tbe company. and went to Winnie 
serene marred Mary Wijekowshl in 193) and returned 
fo Contson ear lie where he spent a number a years 
‘working ne Converter parement a à punche. Mike had 
ad some blacksmith experience and ended up transfering 
from ‘Coniston to. Gaon, where he worked nthe 
Pisckenih shop unl Be rerement in 196, 

Mary and Mike had two shuren born’ to them in 
‘Coniston, Theres and Ter 

Tiaddon this jo aa back, Mike had hobby 
raking and racing homing pigeons. He pursued this with 





‘considerable amount of vigour and had in his possession 
St eat fifty feathered frends a all es. 

‘hei cilden finshed hair eduction, Theres took up 
office and sera work and Tery became an ato 
mechanie. Terry was working asa mechanic for Gamble & 
Robinson when a raie ucidenteccurred. He was pouring 
‘soli into the cuburetr and someone ocigentally 
Faite the motor, The gasoline exploded seriously burning 
‘erry and be dd several day ater 





‘Mary Doskoch passed away in 1917. Mike, who had 
moved from Coniston to Wipe, de hi jer. Theresa, 
‘tho had marred Meri Black, rides wih bec usband 
and two children in Cason 


DOUCETTE, Remi 
Remi Doucet wat another Coniston senior citizen who 
cat his OO Dtday and ved on to nears 108 ears 
age. He was brn in Tusket, Nove Scola and led mot 
‘of is Ife in Yarmouth unt moving to Coniston in 1952 
{0 lie with his son Ress and dura Sal. 
Yarmouth Remi worked at à team, driving both 
hotes and oxen teams belonging othe local very stable 
He also bvoke in new horses brought in from the wes and 
Face hove a the local sulky racetrack 
“On is Oh bray he resved est wishes fom the 
Quesn and the Prime Minister and many loal polis 
Rens local family sil living in Coston are Bur, Vie, 
Ronnie and Paul Boy 











DRILL, Bill 

ls father sold plo of land to pay for his sip passage 
and urged him o eave is lage inthe Ukraine before the 
ar broke gut a 194, At the age of 19, Bl Took a ean 
Lo Tite, Yugi, nd there boarded ship or Canada, 
I took 23 dae belote he landed in Halifax. He had only 
S23 00 in hit pocket. He caught rain west and lal 
rived in Copper Cif where he stayed with relative. He 
A od jobs with the CPR and lumber camps woh ard 
fat they were hiring atthe Mond Nickel Company 
‘Coniston. In 1922 he ‘ook a job with Mond Nickel and 
feted in Coniston, 





op ft rih Bil ond Helen Dri, Bottom kf rie Olss 


Hemet and massed Helen Lazaroviteh in 1924 She had 
activ à sear er from the Ulzlne 

They raved (wo daughters, Jennie and Olga, Both were 
educated in thie aes.Jemie mario Bul Betun, native 
‘fF Conia, and now resides in Aurora. Olga ves In 

il tired in 1959 and enjoys is arden. He very proud 
‘of his two arandsons, Dan and David Bu and delights 
in entertaining bi gra granddaughér, Brune Behn 


DROHAN, Veronica 

‘Veronica Drohan was born in Eganvlle, Ontario, and 
as fo Comiton in September of 192 a the ape of 1. 
fre from the North Bay Normal Señool. She Dvd a he 
Company clubhouse, and during the Mond Nickel days 
Feed fo entertain ie lords and ladies who came from 
[England to vst the company operation, 

‘Se spent yars caching a Ou La of Mery School 
as Coniston, Her cases iced Grades 2, 3, and 8. For 
tine yeas she was principal of he oo! El ase, 
She aug the clden's choir at the share for some 28 
Sears a ook a Keen intrest an rie inal commun 
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eon Broan, Mar: Coll, M ule pvt, is 





affairs, She was given the Centennial Award for Coniston 
in 19, She taught thse generations of Conston people 
At Our Lady of Mer School Her "raduater” need 
people in many professions. 

Tn 968 when se retire parade preceded he farewell 
banques led by the Coniston Band, and the reception and 
banquet was attended by some 300 people fends 
Towaspeople showing ther affection and eee fo ts 
caen wo Had played such an important part in 
theif of te community. She was preseced Wi many Bis 
A à token of the peoples appreiaon. 

She red to her hometown, This past eur, when she 
su vised by Ida. Gabo, one of het pups ae later 3 
dater Pere, Veronica’ Drohan rectleg many fond 
‘memories of Coniston and her associates at the school. She 
cad that Marie Tanguay waste papa and hat sb, 
‘Yeonne Giroux, Ces Landau and ae Kehoe were 
‘hr msn She also eal er oleagues such as Muro 
(Cascllen who spent ten eas ia Coniston, Hazel Nolan, 
Dorothy Gost who was principal after Marie Tanga, 
Hilda Cunningham, Rove Gobbo, Stella Ald and many 

Yes, ae remembers Coniston, and Coniston remembers 
hor with ratte 


DUBERY, Albert 

Alber and Gertrude Dubery were both born in England 
erin London and Gurrade in Wimblon 

"The Dube came to. Canada in 1924 and sete in 
‘Coniston where Alber went to workin the plant, He 
femaine tere forthe net 2 yeas tin 1949 rom 
the maintenance deparimen where he was punter 

“They had te chen, May, the olex daughter, Leslie 
and Margaret. Ther daughter May mare Fred Crea 
{Coniston mative, in 198. A numberof he dren sil 

Tht only sn, Lelie, worked for Falconbedge Nicks 
Mines, was acid burned, and ded of those Burs at 
the age of 2 in 1939. 

‘Margaret the youngest of the Dubey amily, worked at 











the Coniston ster in the genes 

"The Duberss were active members of the Coniston 
community, paru in all Sums Anglican Church 
‘Alert wats member of he St Joba's Amblan Corps, 
Darispated in numerous competitions and helped to ain 
‘thers iit asd paces, Fora number of years, Duberys 
‘eds itrrians athe Coniston Public Library. They took 
‘over when Ale Easton and er hasband Bil, who had been 
looking after the brary moved to Coppet Cif. Fist 
Genre ook over the respoaaTlity and late Alert took 
‘tom. Inthe end, thls daughter Margaret took ove and 
ad on wnt hat Hoary was closed and à ew any 
Sete 

‘Albee and Gertrude Dubey are now decease a well 2 
thai duughter May Creswell Margaret now resides in 
Sodbury 


office until hee 


DUBREUIL, Wiliam 

‘Willan Dubreul and Olive Gervais came to this are 
from the ua Valley around 1858 from a plac called 
‘Moot Si. Paik near Renfrew. Tey wera Fami of 2 
ren. We were ony able to locate the names of 10 
‘hilton, Mini, the eldest, Masse, Ned, Maggie, Fred 
Alex, Janet, Agnes, Sophronie and Wesley. 

They came from a farming community and they sted 
in Coniston on a arm whch war located on the south se 
fof the CPR tracks inthe are now known as East of 
aware St. South. 

Many of the early pioneers of Polish and Ukrainian 
traction that came here rom Vitoria Mines and Lo 
‘Ganada in the early days bought ther property on wich 
‘heir homes were bu fom the Dubrei omy 

‘Maxime was the son that remain on te Tae aftr his 
father passed aay. The farm house was located inthe 
ii of what now Nickel Sree, Lot were rested from 
the P:R tracks ll along Edward St upto the op of te 
Pl mich snow known as Michael St Another soa farmed 
Justa mile oso beyond the Coniston limit a Dil Ths 
tea nds à Farming common unt te ler cae ad 
the Dubrell family played quite à role in is early 
teaming It unforadnate that we were not abl 1 ose 
any ofthe ancestors to provide a more dual acount oF 
ths family. 





DUHAIME, John 

John Duhaime was born in Chrysler, Ontario, a 183. 
is vite, Corde Pine, was bom in Embrun, Ontario, 
in 888 Tey were mariedin St. Chars in O0 and rase 
a family of 14 eileen, 7 bora in St Charles and 7 
nisin 

“The Dimes vein St. Chartes for L yar and in 1913, 
smaved to Coniston and Job went fo ork forthe Mond 
Nickel Company or a short period of time, He then went 
{nto business operating a bakery shop on Edvard Steet, 
eos from the Cale Popul 

From 1916 o.1929 they ran airy farm which wat 
octo sth of Concession Stet a then bought Pliers 
Butcher Shop om Second Avene which hey operated within 
the amy unt 1972 

"The Duhaime children were glen the opportunity to 
end a variety of learning néons, Mose, the oldest 
‘howe farming a a carer and now eis in Waren. Lent 
is decesed, Loue became a schoolteacher and lives in 
Surgeon Fle, Les Blake) wa fester, Napoion har Ben 
à Fame aves in Hagar, Leo, who ran the store, no 
Tete and pends his ime been, Florida, Consion and 
Moonish Beach Jeanete, Mr. Ed Parsi, operated à 
telephone exchange in Coniston and she and ber husband 








‘Fron of trie Maur, John 8, Crd Colin Back 
‘wlio neh Neon a es Ger Rae, Re 





spend theme between Florida and Cache Bay, Aurea 
Mar a Chics Ald Supervhor and tives in Sudbury. 
Fords mated Maure ou and Iver in Coniston, 
Georg wrk in Coniston and for Abi Mil ans now 
‘our odes operator. Romeo Tes n Waraiae and 
ican clean, Hid (ts, Schuh) ves in Conan. 
Sohn tr tok up pole work and Is now morking 
recon Fas, Dr, Maurice Due css in Montel 
isan orthopedist and head of aie Hospital and 
Orthopedic Clin 

Tom passed away in 1954 and hs wife Corde in 1960, 


DUMONT Family 

Arthur Dumont was born in 1896 at St. Henri inthe 
Provines of Quebes His wife Mary Elzabsth Benard born 
in 1911, vas à native of Cochrane, Ontario, Arthur and 
Mary sere married in 1933 and came to, Connon in the 
mme of 1934 where Arthur tabs Dumont: Barber 
Shop on Edward Stes 














Lefton lacqene, Mo, Ver ora, Artur Damon 


‘There were three chien bom to the Dumont in 
‘Coniston where they were raised and educate Bernard, he 
lof he Duma chen, vent to uniter) died 
law and fas an exabished aw practice inthe City of 
Sudbury. He is married and has four hlren, June 
became Mrs Sri and raga fal of four. Her husband 
Dan isa superior at Frood Mine, and Jacquie is 
pese employed as Judy Evol’ asta inthe ing 
Office. dacqucine and Dan make thee home ia Garton 

Vems, the youngest of the Dumont chile, became à 
teacher snd is ow employed withthe Sudoury Separate 
School Board. Se marre, has on son, and makes het 
ome in Coniston 

a gret deal of hatin is 39 ear inthe barbering trade 
hee, bate was always ready wit afew good tres to 
{ell He reed in 1973 and passed avay in 1974. is wie 
‘Mary sl asides on Bancroft Deve in Coniston. 








DUNCAN, James 

James A. Duncan vas a native of Aberdeesite, 
Scotland. alor by wade, be and hs wife Mary Clarke 
spent the eal days of thee mare ie in Scotland, There 
‘tre four children born to Mary an James: amie I Sar 
ane, Etlabet and George. Twas asad day inthe fife of 
ihe Young Duncan family when Mary passed away. A few 
Yeats late, James took another Aberdeen ft, the 
Ésusher of Simon Mie, Diana. Min ors wie. Tee 
‘hldren were born ofthis mariage in Scotlands Georina, 
Pater and Robert News of 2 better life and more 
‘opportunity in Canada convinced Jamesta move his family 
‘th of Renal 

a the early 1920's James was searching fora beter 
“Mond Nickel town of Coniston where est up his own 
tor shop. At one tims, ive Duncan sone worked nth 
rok indus. James was awelderin Copper CH, George 
as a mechani, but ale seed in Toronto, Fee or Pat 
{he was Bete knowa) as algo a mechanic and worked 
"Coniston: He was married Susan Hood. Robe known 
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as Ber) worked inthe Conon warehouse and was maried 
{foal MoCarde, Ronald wat an lin the Coniston 
‘eter, ands maid to Dorothy Hugh, a Canson air 
The gis isthe Duncan femiy all marred. Sara Jane 
became Mrs. Richard Boel, evenly making ber Home 





‘Toronto. Elizabeth maried Richard Brow, while 
Georgina married Bruce MacCvndle an dr in 
Conon 





(he Duncan family, only George and Ronald at til 
around. Ronale, who’ has been à Coniston ‘Hiro 
Commissioner since 1956, now lives in Espanola, his 
daughuer Diane isn Span and hi son Ter works is 
the nickel sur and ives i Sudbury. Pat's son Pete, 


DURETTE, Sam 

‘Sam Dura was the sono ralroader, Loue, who ame 
to Coniston in he ery 1900. Louie worked forthe CPR 
fd thea the Mond Nicks! Company and INCO a rick 
foreman, 

‘Samm Was bor in 1898, and atthe age of 14 went to work 
at Copper Chitin 1913 a wate bos carnag 1 an hour 
for a 10 our day. Helter worked as a brakeman, 





a 





D 15265 ind Mary Brad, à Cha ge 
Ladi 5 i > : 
i is, aml ie tind an ed ope 
athe tpn sel en me 
canton Each mari and mow rn Sy 
Guid tan ry fem wun te ae 
orp ting tn abun ger eed so 
sat Sim OP ter of er padre ond 
Pace le ti ar 





EASTWOOD, Argyle 

“Argyle Eastwood was bor n Carlton Place he son 
Herbert and Mae Eastwood. In 198 ater his father was 
00 clementary schoo. After rating from elementary 
Schoo! he attended secondary school in North Bay. After 
this he wen to further his education in Toronto, 

‘Anne hs wife, wat bor, med and educated in 
rsulon, Onurio and f the danger of Verna and 
th home, where they false tht fou caren. Redaey 
Sandra and Thomas rede a Coniston while Carol Anne 
thes in The Pas, Manitoba 

asl, over the yeas as been quite ave in community 
at fer: Coniston spots, be bas been kvolved in ino? 
Hockey ar both an executive and à cose, le ha lo been 
{tive wi he Olershoskey in Coniston, In baseball 
Arable was a member ofthe Nickel Bet Baseball Ecce 

Sports are ot Anis only interest. He has been à 
member of the Nickel Cente fie deparitnt, the North 
(Central Regional Libary Board, tbe Credit Union Board 


‘Beck vv Lt rh Rodney, Arg, Anne, Cal Ann Fron 





and be has been aay reader at AL Saints Anglican Church 
movement in Coniston Being both leader ad member of 
the group committe 

a 1941 Anyle Eastwood and Anne Hackford were 
rari it the Char ofthe Epiphany, Sudbury, Ontario 
ty Canon Best, ater Bishop of Kootenay 
aul her aies in the church amd Arse with all his 
cvs inthe community 


EVERITT, John 

The educational facies and employment posites in 
the Coniston area brought John and his wife Florence 
revthward to Coniston ros Lake Juha the ate his, 
He retired from the CPR io 1967 and ddidd this was à 
ood pace to remain Ia rarement 

Both have dedicated sete of ative years to the work 
‘oftheir church and are energetic supporters ofthe Senior 
‘Caizes Cun Coniston Jobn gt rest enjoyment rom 
eine ha garden and house in a pctureaque condition, 





‘the arms, is marred to Marie Davis from Stinson Dar, 
works for the CPR and lives in Calendar Florence is 
aie to Ee Willan, an INCO welder: Emest mari 
to Joan Lawrence of Sudbury, sat is Credit Union work 
And is employed at INCO; Georges married 10 Jeanne 
Davies, worked fora few seas at INCO before movi 0 
Nanaimo, BC, where he ie very active im the Power 
Sauaéron, athe oe! and national level, and works athe 
lumbering indus. 

“ohn and Florence are very proud of their Steen 
andere and tree great-grandehien, 





EVERSHED, Wi 
il Ever, “Pop” a he was known to many, vas 
born in Wandewort, London, England His wie, Ale 
inne, and he mere marred in 1909. Alice vas bor in 
England 
Te fir sted in Copper CHE were ils broder 
(George and his sister both ved 











te Mond Nickel Company He di not ay to lone in. 
{Coniston and moved back to Copper Cif. His final move 
‘war in 192 when he returned 0 Coniston 0 work in the 
tal department, where he continued to work unt hs 
fetrement some 23 Yea ate. 

Tao of ther daughters, Ale and Dors, were born in 
England. George, er eldest sn, was born in Coniston 
Will, or "Teddy" ashe was eed, was bor in Copper, 
Ci Gis an Joyce wre bor a Const. The len 
‘tended the Coniston Public Schoo andthe Conination 
School 








Left teh Glad, Willa, Joyce and Ace Burbs 


BB vasa sportsman in the early days when he played 
secot for Coniston. He and Theo Fagerald managed the 
‘Conston Red So. bile ws a bal and hockey payer 
‘Although the men nthe family end up working t INCO, 
‘me tune to politics. Georg was onthe Schoo! Rose 
in'Coniton, Willa vas om the School Board in 
CCcimsfor, Wiliam Sr, sl know, wat both a Councilor 
And Mayor of Canton for quite some tine 
Federal Department of Revene, Drs was a sehoo teacher, 
{nd yes morked forthe Feral Department of Veterans 
‘ia 

‘Willa Se and his wife Alice pased avay some years 
ago along wth he oldest son, orge Wills Js nou 
réa and vin in Chemsfod, Aloe, Dors and Jose are 
Feed as well and ving in Scarborough, Ontario, Gladys 
ther in Chelmsford 

Ta, George ile, sl ves in Coniston and cries on 
1e Evershod presence inthis community 





FABRIS, Hector 

Hestor Fabris was born in Brssnvido, Hal in 1909 and 
came to Canada in 1926 where he wae rat employé by 
Ford in Windsor, In 1928 he moved Toronto and worked 
for Rayner Consrtion unl 1996 when be came £0 
{Coniston He hired ona Inco where he stapes for 13 Yer, 
From then uni hs retement he owned and operate his 
‘or a and was also the anor at Club Allegfor many 





ax born in Coniston and the fans home was orsinally 
{sore in Vitoria Min owned by Me. Presaco which ad 
teen transported do Coniston and fenovated asa home 
"her are tes cilden inthe Fabris fami Tree Sie 
D: Robinson), Eee (Ms. P. Py) and Ji (nari to 
Grace Zen. Hector attended primary sehoo! In bis 
homeoun whl nested the Coniston Separate cho) 
{did ber children, They alto attended the ‘Coniston 
Continuation Schol, Jin went to Ryerson and Tree and 
Irene à secretary ving in Vancouver, Ellen is à 
purchasing agen living in Toronto and Sm sa Foreman 
Sd iso with Balin Thunder Bay, Inc recall er 
Sout andthe wooded ils, dit roads and lack of running 
“The family Boats seven grandehlen 





FANTIN, Giuseppe 

CGrumolo a Verona, aly was the place and 189 wa the 
year when Giuseppe ioe’ Fantn was born. At 24 sears of 
{ge beard Mada Ferro who was born ia Castel Franco 
Veneto and five days ater they eft for Canada. They came 
to-Coniston and Mond hired Joe in ther new stor whore 
he stayed unl he reed with Inco in 1938 

‘Ofthe ences boo to he ir are suing: Ansa 
Ania” (rs. E. Valea), Forinda “Fore” (Mts. F 
Coon of Cesc Baker), Maia Mary" (M. E. 
Simon), Ontario ‘Butter marred to Olea Poradynes). 
Alle (Mis. W Ose), Ampli “Aa (arid to Ruby 
Din, Leodia “Lydia ir M. Wandoak) and John 
(cried 0 Maureen McGinn). 

"Te ils the arly became carer Homemakers while 
Aer Soy became bakes ina sop ha Bute” opened 
In i938 and where they worked at one tins oF another nl 
A lose in 2974. A at time Butter and Armand cire 
oho Who has à HS. degree at the Univer of New 
Brunei, had tended the America Instat of Bain. 
andthe University of Toronto, conus us cater as à High 
School teacher. 








Lao rh: Anta, Mars, Made, Alc (not of mothe) 
‘Sato, Chappe, Fre, Amel Foi Jon Joh 





“The children were educatdin the Coniston Separate an 
Continuation Schools and Our Lady of Mercy and St Paul 
the Apotle mere the amy churches. Ness 10s Joe 
and Matlda found prime conditions opon thir arrival 
fee. For awhile they also kept no co which supplied 
the family noes and those ofa Tew prefered neighbours 

‘Oldtimers affectionately recall how, during the great 
depresion two undisputed Champions, Joe Fann and 
Primo Crema would chee ter herve deal ves by 
‘dally competing fo outdo eachother wth fal tal se. 

Ty 1963 foe and Maulda celebrated thei Sh wedding 
snaversary which was tended by heir itt dre, 25 
Bande and two grea standchidren 

“oe passed away in 1968 and Matilda died i 1971 as a 
res ofan automobile accident 


FARNEL, John Andrew 

Joho A. Farc and hi wife, former Jese White, were 
both bo the small community of Es, nets 
Renfrew, Ontario, Jessie war born Go Mah 2, 1994 and 
ied December 31, 1940 athe age of 46. John was born 
September (7 1889 and ded Marc 2.1958 

He worked on a farm un be wat 21 Seay of age. His 
ust contact with the nickel industry came 913 whoa he 
tok jab withthe Mond Nickel Company at Vico 
‘Mines Two month ltr he was transferred othe ster 
in Coniston and he worked there inthe converter Didi 
Uns is retirement in 1954, 

“ob gota tt homesick around 1920, quit His jo, and 
headed Est 10 spend a couple of years working in the 
Pembroke ares, He then returned to Coniston permanent 

‘Goi, their oldest dauaher, as born in Bech, 
while the other cide, Deal, Abies Edgar ad Norwoed. 
ere born is Coniston. They sensed schoo! in Conon 
{nd the family belonged tothe Unted Chur 

(Goldie maried Ea stephens, an INCO employee who 
retired in 196, and they tei in Sudbury. They ave ne 
Son Lloyd and daughter Darlene who isa Regiered Nae 
atthe Sudbury General Hospital, mari fo David Newel 
nel now NHL Flers Tey resdein Copper Clif and 
have the dangers, Lars, Erin and Jessi 





Job ond Jes Far to ng De, Ae 
Tor and Golde 


Son Denzil, who was a power howe operator at 
Falconbridge ded in 1974, He mated a well known 
Conison gil, Gladys Stacey Gays ded in 1961. Tey had 
ne om Donald who ver io Elle Lake 

Son Ali ikea is bothers, was born Coniston, was 
an clecriclan at INCO in Copper Cif, took a hear tack 
‘at work end died 1969. He was mari to Aine Laue 
‘tho. works a Lauren Hospital in Sodbury. They 
ad her sons, Br, Rael and Dana and ne daughter 
Joyce, a Registered Nutse at Sudbury General Hosp. 
Joxce was Born in Conston and married Lo James 
Dickson, Cor dinator of Physical Bdvention for Sudbury 
and dc high schol They have wo daughters, Heater 
And Ava and one son Jetty, 

Norwood worked forthe Transportation Deparment and 
spent most of his time in Coniston, He reed irom INCO. 
Inthe spring of 1978. Norwood mat marie to Dorothy 
Marto whose fst husband was Rd fa the bussrain 
‘cident in Coniston in 1931. Dorothy ha five eileen 
Janet now Mr, Don McLet of Coniston, Pa now Mrs 
[Andy McLean of Coniston, Doreen sow Nis. Les Leclair 
9 Coniston. son Norman Nata of Coniston, another son 
David o Toronto. Norwood and Dorothy Bad to son, 
Norwood and James. Norwood Je ied a house fie it 
1987 James General Manager of Poly Rama Plastics Ld 
of Edmonton. He had worked for INCO previously, had 
his real to INCO, but decided to stayin Edmonton. He 
marre to Cindy Araye and they have one son Jamies I 

"The family real esis Tove of her family and 
cvervone's children. Tey aso real the fist home Joa 
and Jesse moved ito im Coniston which wa tl under 
fcusirvtion. The doors were ot all on and no water, 
lett oF sidewalls. They had to travel by horse and 
bus 10 to Sudbury along a road that was pothing mote 
‘than a al via Romford The Doe ere very much avaved 

Golde Stephens ie the only emsning cid of John and 
sie ale, although a enone here previous, hit 
andere and great prandctlden ar stl living a this 











FERA, Alex 

Alex era was born in 183 in Celle, Cosenza, ay 
La 904 he mamie Raph Caputo, bot athe aie 
An 1899. n 190 he came to Canada and vas re by Mond 
a Vitoria Mine ul rat o al 0 Join is ie 
nd son. In 1907 Alex was back in Canada ith his wife 
and Son Charles (mared to Ley Dubé) who became a 
oem in Bind River and has sace pated away. They 
fame to Coniston during the developing day of the new 
town and Alex et to work on the raload. In 1908 he 
torte onthe road lang fo Out Lady of Lourdes grotto 
(on Lourdes Sire in Sudbury 

ive more cidre Bese the family: Maly (rare to 
A. Asselin) worked for nso and was à car salsa, now 
faired and bang a Canton. Tonÿ (married oL- Olena) 
ier in Toronto ana is insurance an rel cate, Many 
(Mes, N. Bartoucs is «homemaker ving i Sudbury 
Stes (Me. H. Sith) isa homemaker alo and live 
London and John (married 10 T. Antonaza) who is an 
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kcucian with Inc and lives in Conison. John has been 
‘town council fr 17 Yea 

"alos rete from Inca in 1948 with more han 32 years 
‘of servi ay track tos, Alex and Rapa elated ee 
olden wolting anivenary a 1984 Upon thet asa here 
1907 they endured the same ifcat condition 
encountered by tee nigboors sch sno runing water, 
Bo ei, bo hard indoor plmbing and dit roads 
However after having taken 33 das to make the Atlante 
rotin Als vowed he would never lave bere again and 
ews rut hs word. The family real the 199 Model 
À and her po Bind River tat took ul day each 

Raphael passed sway Un 

"Thee ae 19 prandhidren and 29 great grandchildren 








6 predeceased by Alex in 


FITZGERALD, William 

‘Wiliam Fitzgerald was born in London, England. 

He came to Canada in 1890. His fe Catherine Kennedy 
was nave of Egan, Ontario, The coupe were married 
J 908, They ved in Egan for Bear prior coming 
{othe Sodbury tea where William ent to work Victor 
‘Mine. Along with many ober, Willan was wanserredto 
onion when Vitoria Mine cle down. Fora sort 
‘etod of ne te Fami vedi Sudbury while her home 
as ui in Coniston. They moved nto Conso ia 1918 
and lived on Third Avenue 

They had seven children: Theo, Jack, Ted, Paddy, Herbie, 
Honor and Winnie Four ofthe ons followed thet father's 
Footsteps and worked forthe Nike company 

‘Wl word in he meer nthe converter department 
and had the msfrtune of losing an yen the department 
Hela tented to thet abd had another unfortunate 
cident and lo a fot, He ei on à sbity pension 
in 19 

Catherine pate away in 1928. Wiliam die in 1964, 0 
tn original seven sulen, on tre ares na Jack 
tthe is now reed and ives in Sudbury. Honor ves i 
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Toronto and Winnie, Mrs. Teri, is in Sudbury. There 
area numberof gandehiléen sil ving in the area, in 
‘Coniston The’ wie Flocence tl ves here as well ee 
Son Ken 








ont ro kf 0 ih: Miho! Wal con, The, ed 
tro ie Par ny oe, kod 


FLOREANI, Atilio 

Torn in 107 Ato Florent et his hometowa of Rive 
Arno in Udine Hay, a oem yeas of age to come 
to Coniston. Here he was employed by Mond where he 
became à conterter skimmer, 

“Ola Nardza who was bora in 191 in San Daniele del 
Fr eame to Fort Ere Southern Ontario in 1934, Ten 
Seas ltr ato an Olen were marie. The Floreanis ad 








io cilren Remo Michael and lors Pauline (Mrs. P. 
Goes), who I he mother of two chléren. Aro and 
Ole rose the rade choo ation inthe reepctve 
ome tows, Remo attended Our Lads of Mery School in 
Cision, Si. Chares College and Laureaan Univers 
Remo now teaches at Se. Charles ands also Moderator of 
Le Silent Coune Dolores atened Our Lady of Mey, 
Marsmoune College andthe Universty of Waterloo and is 
Dow a teacher In Windsor, The famly churches were Out 
{ily of Mercy and ltr on St. Paul the Aponte 

Sune 20, 1952 special day inthe memory of the 
Foren Fay and in she aout ie ofthe town Ou that 
fay the stat ofthe Pilgrim Virain of Faia was car 
Inpeocesion rom Our lady of Merey Church ean outdoor 
tar erected on Caruso Steet and Astio was ane of 
four men selected for he singular honour of being ne of 
the bearers ofthe sae 

fo pated asin 1972 











FLOREANI, Silv 

Sisio Floren a youne man 22 years of ae, sl for 
in Ta. He promptly went to work for Mond Nickel as à 
matte bare, Two Jets ner Teresa Clara, who was bork 
{in 1907, LR the same town wih her paren ad came to 
ce in Sudbury, Love soon found way and iio and 
Teresa were marie in 1928. They made ther Dome in 
‘Goniton where they bul a new home in 1933, 
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“Thee children were born to them, Fabio marad Olle 
Maconto and they have tree clea. Enso and Does 
Kaino are maried wth four chien, we Lian and 
Richard Rivers mariage à besed with thee children 
Fabio is «Safety Enpneer with loo and Enso i a Sales 
Repose, Lana ira Reger Norte an homemaker 
fc were educated at Our Lady of Mery Separate 
‘Shoo andthe Conon Continuation school. Liana aso 
Add Se, Etaabeth School of Nursing and Laurentian 
Univer The family members were paraloners at Our 
Lady of Mercy Church and inter at St.Paul The Apostle 

‘Sinso was de of he founders of Chub Aller and à 
member of the fist Essaie, Fabio has aso served onthe 
Executive at Club Allo. When rlioas parades were 
‘popular in Father Branca’ days, SIM was de engineer 
nd sonatant in charg of sree dora along he route 


Reting in 1966 So pursed his hobbies of gardening an 
ay suddenly one Sunday morning in 1969, having Just 
fered hie home on his recur fom Mas er i 
the estan of the family home 


FORESTELL, Daniel 

Daniel Foreeel was born in Springbrook, Hastings 
county, Ontario, and ame 1 Coniston in 1913. Hered 
to work inthe er He was a skimmer for abou three 
Sears and transferee othe Transportation Department ss 
2 brakeman. He went vp the ladder of promotions, Et 
À conductor and later serving asa spare yard mater, an 
Scsintant yard maser and then à Jr maser. 

His wife, Lena Sout, was born ln Queensborough, 
Hasinas Couns, Ontario and maried Dania Sterling 
Ontao, in 1918 

"Tey leven children: James, Francs, Rober, Dani 
‘Michel Thomas, Ambrose, Theresa, Paik, Berard and 
Patni, 





Lans ond Den Foes 


“The Foresalls fo avery ative life inthe community 
“They found time for shureh work. Dan was involved in 
policy, and fore numberof years served onthe Separate 
‘Shoo! Board and Continuation Schoo! They were souple 
thar gave alot of temelves to Their commun abd 

Dri the Second Word War, numberof their ons 
served nthe Arme Forces, The suffered the os of three 
fof thei sons, Rober, Dane and Thomas, serving inthe 
RCAF: Amos ded atthe age of 14 

‘Mrs Forel, "Sher Crom Mother”, vas selected to 
mel the community cenotaph at a special ceremony On 
November #1953 

Samer, Francis and Bernard followed thst father's 
footsteps and worked lathe nickel lusty, James was a 
Supervisor in Coniston and Copper CUT ana remaned 2 
Engineer in Coniston and Cappe Cif and now Pas reid, 
Bernard leave with INCO, work inthe Mean 
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Department, Michaël as lf te aes and now makes hi 
home in Lethbridge, Albers. Parc ves in Tottenam, 
Ontario. Mere became M, Hewion and Iver it 
Presa, Ontario. Pails became a Sern the Catholic 
Order an at ice past away. James wat a Trustee and 
Steatary ofthe Scho! Board for many years and ha beet 
‘ery active in the Royal Canaan Leon 

Lens and Dan Forel are now tone, tty ae well 
represented and remembered inthe Coniston commit. 


FOURNIER, Elzear 

lsat, Quebec native, was born in 1864, and cae to 
‘ontario, worked diferent paces, and nal sete in 
‘marie in Sudbury in T911, was bor in Papineau, 
Qucbes, and came o Sudbury when she war ony nine 
‘month old when her father was employed withthe CPR 
onstruction reve, When she was ight yar ol he fay 
‘moved to Pembroke and lived here ul her ey teens 
‘tense eteredthe Orde of he Grey Nons ofthe Cross 
{Ota Due to poor heath she left the Order but 
continued using athe Ota Macey Homi for 
Several years. In 1910 se etme to Sudbury and mars 
‘tl her mariage to Elsa Fourie 

"They tock up residence on à farm at Romford. Ema 
sted ts midvite inthe area. Elsa farmed and alo 
‘worked atthe Mond Nickel smeker in Coniston 

“The Fourters bad one son Albert orn i 114 

In 1920 Elen suffered à io accident a the seer 
snd lot his ban. Herr from the nickel company and 
{1948 they let their Romford farm and went fo ve i 
(Capra! with Abe Leduc, Emil brother 

lear ped ay in 1957, and Emil ied in 1973 

Thais ao Alert married Hien Smith. They made hee 
home in Coniston and raised family of ten children, 
Margaret, Joan, Carolyn, Try, Harold, Clifton, Ear 
Lindsay, Sydney, and Randall 

“Albert was employed by INCO for many years at 
Const, He and hs wife are Boch now deceaed. Most of 
here are sud inthe area with the exception of Try 
ho is deceased, and Randall who makes hie home it 
Kitinat, Beh Columbia 

Margret, Clio, ard, Lindsay and Sydney make thle 
home in Conon. 





Lt ih Aba Lt, Em Foun (Lab) à El 


FRANCHETTO, Frank 

À colourful carpenter shop foreman with a een sense 
of humour i how Mende deseibed Jacomo (Prk) 
Franco on hi retirement in 1947 

oi aly in 189, he became a wagon taker by trade 
and in 1906 he arrive in Canada co werk in the font ard 
in Copper Clit He hea Jona como compa ho 
cd the powerplant at Wabageshik Falls n 1908, and 
from there he went to the Canadian Exploration Co. a 
Long Lake Gold Mine 

Ta AO Frank decided that a vacation was jn oder and 
te returoed to his homeland where he marie Vincent 





In 1913 Frank turned to Copper CH wih his wife ana 
he was employed by Anderson & Angus on constuction, 
Tevas hte that a son Lig, was bom In 1914 Prank moved 
10 Coniston and the Mon Nike Co where he Dean work 
4 a carpenter in à shop whore be hat ler destined to 
come foreman, Conditions in the new townsite were 
ital; for instance, the nearest potable water was a a. 
Wal aos: hala mie way 

ive thildren were born ere: Theresa (Mrs, Maro 
Batusuzs) who isa widow and vege in Coniston, Mary 
‘who now arated ler soles ete; Angelo, employed 
By"tnco, marie. Vila Batistzas Marna (Mie, Ban 
Toto) wh a widow and Amon, employed clerk, 
both of whom lve ia Coniston 

“Coniston Sepaste School andthe Continuation School 
vere the ets of earning forthe chien, Lg a chmial 
nner wh padatd from te Unversity of Toronto and 
fives in Peterborough All wre parishioners of Our Lady 
of Mercy and St Paul the Apoie churches 
lazer" Anglo died in 1995 


GAGNON, Harold 
Harold Gagnon was born in Chapeau, Quebec. As à 
young lad he worked on farm, ina lumber samp, and for 
2 wholesale house in North Bay ete he came 19 Coniston 
in 1923, He gota job through Larry Cusly who wat à 
Toreman ofthe ansportation departmen 
1 1929, Harold marsed Agathe Kirwan from Halo 














Lan to rahe Sy, Harold, Arme, Carl Agatha, Gerald 





They sted in Coiton andrea fami fst eden; 
Geral, Shires, Cal, Hurley, Blan and Ae. 

Tn 198, Harold decided that he would change jobs and 
try his hand at working atthe stoi Hé remind there 
for many yearn the converter department, eventually 
becoming à foreman. He retired in 982 on à Gaby 

is children were born and raised in Coniston and a 
numberof thom sil ede fn the ea. Gerald, a bachelor, 
Works inte mechanical depart a INCO. Sey où 
Nir Emes Barbe. Carl marred Coniston git, Roberta 
Parker. They all ive in Colston. Harley married Monica 
Gates and no resigesin Winipe. Blan mari Carat 
Barat nd manager of Cul Restaurants, and ow resides 
in King City. Arlene à Ms. Ken Bela, hee sand à 
ewspaperman, and they liv in Mites. 

Harold passed away in 1963 and Agathe in 1974. They 
hae left behind number of andere 


GAUTHIER, Joseph 

From the shores of the Gulf of Se. Lawrence nthe Gaspé 
ennintaa om ie al tow of Se. Face Québec 
Young Joseph Caer sith his wife Malvina Gagné and 
Eve cide, Victoria, fda, Leo, Helen and Boule. A Tuer 
nd Sail wrker Joseph wasn search of a better paying 
Job with wich ora i young fay. He herd of plan 
Under construction at Conso and headed for Ontario 
1512 he hired on wih the sonsection crews puting his 
Tember experience work preparing timber fr the ne 
"meter and tin wood inthe roumaine tik bash 
S10. cord 1 feed the open bed roast yard tha prepared 
the ove for the smeling proces. Later alr the plant was 
in operation be joined the tanspottion departnent of 
Mond Nickel and for many years was a conductor inthe 
Plant system. 

“Malvina his wife who he marie in Ste, Sarah, Quebec 
save im five more sons and dangers str they seed in 
Ty. Joseph played an aire role inthe community fais 
and fora time served as «councilor on the Neston sod 
{Garson Township cour, A number ofthe Gautier ami 
Femained inthe are while her sought cares in other 
et Victoria ani oat in Det, da aed Don 








time in Coniston, Helen went to Windsor, Erie fer a 
time working in Falconbridge took of explore other pats 
of Canada Joe Ie. spent le das In Conston, most a t 
{5a fown employee and sod Frday or awful be 
‘ended up a Copper CLIT where be sl estes after turn 
ftom the ne ren. The ins, Audrey and Ly made thet 
omen Conton. Aste marred Bata Comin and now 
‘ake br sume bone on he French River an er winters 
semer, but ll eps a watchful eye on Coniston, abd 
fer daupiter Gloria Henderson. Lacy marred Josep 
‘Tremblay, à former town employée and sil ses Old 
(Coniston, the area tat ber da st sted 








Front it 0 rh Prd, Jo 





Matin an Josip Gauthier 


GAUTHIER, Leo 

Leo, te eldest son of Joseph remained in Coniston and 
mari Albina Barbe aod raised zeale fem, many 
fof whom remained in he rea, He recalled the fis days 
wo when became to Conon, the flo 1912, were 
theschool was sal Log house somewhere around Third 
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D San ie i da ac 











‘Ave Le remember when and How be goths st jb at 
theageof 16 from Lary Care, a ranporatio foreman, 
It sums that he was a fend of Carey's soa fora umber 
tof years before tne young lad passe away, That fends 
ened Loo job with the older Carey On July 24, 1922, 





Leo se out ator the bush rom Old Coniston othe plan 
{orth mernew and after being ed desided to walk back 
by the way trough the new company pat ofthe ton 50 
® to crue god fortune. When he reacted he CP. 
Station, he was conronted by young Form Sinans who 
What exiement” 


Said, "Did you se the excrement” 
Ask Leo, The rb, be sal, 
ete up on er way to the plan wi be payed usa shor 
time tefore you came down the walk. 

MacDonald and Hasty Stevenson carying the payroll 
were stopped by two tasked men wi onde stl and 
Mee ordered to drop the money snd raise the hands which 
They did however MacDonald raed one hand ace 
‘soto am was ats earning them a warning shot 
ith Stevenson scuaming tht MacDonald only Had se 
and, What the bandit ot Know was that MacDonald 
had et one parol bag sip into the grass from under his 
‘ill arm. The story was that the bands ook Of wi, 
‘nly the slvr and che il ome 83,00 ones an Wes), 
Atle the bag with the Large bl some 30,00 ayn te 
bras undetected. 

Lao was very dete la he community having served on 
the ton coun for a numberof yeas and vasa sever 
find excrutve board member of Local 398 Nine Mil for 

‘OF Lat and Albina’ en children, Colombe Dubalne 
isin Wahnapita, Annee Rivet and Get in Saba, Vitor 
in Warnaptze, Leo Je. (Don) in Toronto, Jeannette 
Harpiak in Sasatchewan, Loue Savoie in Uah, Dianne 
Houle in West Aun, Michele Patterson in Toronto and 
Nicole Symons ai, Leo sl found time to Mant fish and 
Lane many years onthe own coutal and of ate be an + 
tive member ofthe Lions organization 

















GAUTHIER, Roch 
Roch Gauthier and is wife Elmire Carriere were both 
born in Embrun, Ontario. Alerter mariage they Hved 
An several place in Ontario and Quebe, finaly coming to 
St Charl, There were 3 len born tothe Gathers 
Two of then died at an eatly age. Those that ved were 
estoy, Lou, Fabiana, Roue Fabien, Far, Augie, 
Stan, Laura, Cecile and Laure. Eight of the eleven 
‘mentioned ed in Coniion a one time oF another 

och and his family moved to Coniston in 1924 They 
petted a as ation and confectionery store on Eat Set 
a 1940, 

Tir son Hector, who was married to Jeanne Dubame, 
Had on Fourth Avenue and worked nthe meter for many 

Louise, who was married to Arthur Lafoge, ved on 
Romford Road 

Fabien, who married Gabriele Paquet, also worked for 
{he company. and they retired to St. Chars. His son, San 
‘Gautier, was wel kaon in the eal days Canson, He 
fue Abe St Pitre, From 1933 194 San wae working 
for the Nickel Hele Coach Lines in Sudbury and drove the 
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small bus between Coniston and Sudbury for many, many 
‘ears. Within that pei, trom 1938 to 1882, San and his 
Wife Alice, sith te help of ter unee, Leonidas (oh) 
Bary, operated à gs tation and confectionery store across, 
the a rom where hi Tater used to cay on te same 
type of busines on Bast Sires a Old Coniston Stan sald 
Be share in 1972 to Osea ang Rove Ama Bert and moved 
Lo Aa an his made is home there ever sine. He snow 
ed and spends his ime between is summer hore in 
‘nla and is winter home in Fld. 

‘Laura the daughter who besarte Mes Hen Lagrandur, 
a ed in Coniston tt married St Charles lad sad 

‘Cele beste Mrs. Joe Jocando, a wel known name in 
CConiton. oe worked at INCO in the Transportation 
Depariment for many years and pasted away in 1968 at 2 
Comparatively young az. The Hosoados had ope Son Gary 
ho ow res in Toronto. Cee now makes her home 
in Sudbury 

Laure ko marie  Consion boy, Thomas Gaureau, 
whose family ved on Remforé Road fr many Yeats. They 
Passé a amily of three and now ride in SU. 

Roch Gautier did in 1547 athe age of 72 and a wife 
Etmire iin 192 atthe age of 73 Fou fire, 
Stan, Laura, Cece and Laurette ae stl vig 











GAUVREAU, Delphis 

rip Gauveea was bor on arm in he Bon are 
rear North Bay in 189. La 1917. Lucy Guertin who came 
From Chi, lo of he North Bay aes, cie hs ie 

‘fer short peri im Espanol, and serving hs coutey 
in World War} he couple seep Romford in 1924 where 
be worked fore CPR In 1926 he accepted employment 
with the Mond Nickel Company 








Debts Goren Jam» Galen Ann tn 167 Front rom 
té Me.) Labo, na Cleo. 
pacts ute eC lan ewe it À 
Lorin ak Park ie Ho Yom Bu 








Pil worked in Coniston and Copper Ci for they years 
and took an ely service pension im April 1959 

Tn 1967 the couple celebratd their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary at Club Alle. This was attended by many 
fiends and relatives from Ontario and Quebec. 





Pl and Lucy had eleven children, These were ee (Mts 
Lampnan), Tom Alba, Oscar of Sudbury, Aurore (rs 
Pele, Hector, Leo and Patrick of Conston, Anita 
(ats, Gileaut) Phere Oe: bros) and, 

"Mrs, Gave pasted away in 1972. Owear à Sur 
busnesoman and ns Gauereau Heating a Albert and 
wife start what now known asthe Gaurea Schoo 
if Perorming Ars, which has Bin Some prominence 
Sudbury and are. 


GEOFFREY, Edward 

‘Edward Geoffrey was bor Jolie, Quebec, in 1875 
ut grow up in Pembroke. He was the son of à CPR 
onstruction worker. When he was tisten be Bt à job 
\lving a dsivery wagon forte expres company with a 
ose she name of Fred, Later hebecame à at cc 
se CPR. He moved to North Bay in 1903. 

The wilds ofthe none woods cll 50 be sated 
vins dos for MeDougall Chutes, now Maison, With 

fame wold mish hough the bush to Low Bush 

River and Sausw Point on ADI Lake, wth mall and 
Supple, After a res he would stat again for stip west 
to Magan River wih mall and supplies for be engines 
in sharge of bulding the Transcontinental ribvay. He had 
Sa do an they'd make about 40 mies in wo oF 0 and 
half aye, The sh vas heavy and the tal vas usually 
“ery clean 20 he never ad any touble in bad Weatet. 2 
Kummer made his rips by canoe twas aout fe and 
was sory when the constrcson work seared completion 
hd is job peered ut In 109 beheaded for Vitoria Mine 
nd lande job as scaleman 

to 189 he maid Mary Fitzgerald in Pembroke. They 
ad four cire Gerad, who wa à general Tenia at 
‘Conlon, Hen, who was a mater mechan or Canadian 
Industrie: Limited in charge of building the Copper Chi 
fan plants Dorothy sho Was marie 10 Sid Sith of 
Coninons and Elle who. married J, Fleming’ of 
Fakonbriaee. 

var became à furnace foreman, «poston which be 
‘kunt i retrement 

‘After rarement he Gees moved to Sodbury. Edward 
din 1945. Hs vite Mary returned to Coniston to lve 
‘vith her daughter Dorathy on Bancroft Drive, where she 
maine nt her death is 1958 





GEOFFREY, Gerald Sr. 

Gal Geoffrey wa bon in Pembroke in 192.1 1909 
he mo ith iis parent to Vieloria Mie an Later to 
Coniston in 1913, 

Tn 1917 be went o work forthe Mond Nickel Company 

In 1926 he marie Frances Comerford, daughter of Tim 
Comerford, bora and raved in Visions ine: She moved 
10 Coniston in 913 where the atendd Separate Sool, 
ng om to Se Joveph's Academy in Pembroke, graduate 
Sikh bonoutin 191, On her return Lo Coniston, se Spent 
‘evel yeas wotking inthe Bank of Commerce 

Tn 1986 Gerad and France ved onthe OM Romford 
Road before movin o Concession Suet tothe house non 





Gerl Gee amd Prnces Comerford Wed, Left 1 8h; 
ÊE Gale, Ale à Don Coma pre Cameford Ae 
Comerort Gerais Geoffrey Honey Como. Pros 
Een im Coron. Mate (on Go May 


owned by Giles and Deborah LaCarte. Deborah is a 
sranddaughter. 

‘Gerald ose the ranks rom freman to general foreman 
sda as customary, ed on Fist Avene, ein thee 
or 32 years unil bis eivement ia 1961 After rerment 
{hey moved to Lone Lake and aero Sudbury. Gerald ded 
In 1966 and Francs in 1982 

(Gerald and Frances bad five siren: Geradine who 
mari John Giles and ves in Kitchener; Edward Timo 
matid to Jacqueline Pouin, ves in Sudbury, and has à 
Pénlarent Gerald Je, marie to Carmen Modes, Ives 
in Coniston, and bas two chien; and Carole, à tchool 
teacher, maried to Gary Lat, in head and ha hes 


GENTILE Family 
If one weet sel characte eat kel tae forgot. 
in the early day of Coniston the ame Albesco (Sper) 
Genie would rate atthe top ofthe it. Bor i al i 
TS he arived in Canada in 1901 at 13 yeas of age. He 
testa working ia Party Sound, wen from thereto Depot 
Harbour and then to Mond Nickel at Victoria Mine 
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La the iterveing years he was befrended by Paul 
Faro and Brano Giocondo ho ha sea seed da 
Coniston. Together they convinced Spey 19 move (0 
Coniston and in 1911 he did jut th 

“Conowta Sebastiano aived here fom Italy in 1912 and 
she and Sperry were marred. Ane, he eldest (ts. Old 
Rico), Yolanda (Ms Vie Bagao), and Virginia (Mis. Ale 
Rivard) were born to this couple before Concetta passed 
aay in 1917 

uri is time and for many years Lo come Sperry was 
the delivery agent for Ste Foam Breweries. In 119 the 
{how 7 Caruso Sr. his same yar Spor remarried 
and he and his wife Mihsina ried five more hire, 
Concetta (Mrs, Guido Gobo), Guen (married Io Fras 
Rond), Senin (Mrs Romeo Lafeambotse, Vera Mts 
Paul Mowlaivon and Lian (Mr. Mike Panama, 








Le 1927 Spery expanded into the oa and wood usines 
nis probaly safe say that the major of mals presently 
between fifty and sy sears Of age, ho em up i 
Coniston, worked for Sperry at onetime or another eet 
Gslvering coal and wood with horse dawn buries of 
Sleighs, pling wood or helping hm delver bee and ve 
fallon un cas for home Bre. 

Ta the mid ent Speey sported a cl Gray Dort 
car and bis tno Tahal hores, Harney and Doe were 
‘Sled when he nes tame at oie wa he 

Tn 1936 Guerino iberted the coal and wood business 
‘rot his Dad. 1a 1983 Alberco passed away followed by 
Melia, a woman with eat of gold, 1976 

In 1954 when ol and gas had corre te bome heating 
market Guerino gave up the sine and was employed by 
Theo ne Coniion stele and ter at Mate Brocesing 
in Copper CHIT, where he stayed unt his death in 1978, 














GERVAIS, Léon 
Léon was torn ona farm ner Warren in 1896 and stared 
working in but compe and iver drives a avery el ae 
Inthe Chapleay are. His father had boon on iver de 
for 28 years before hi 
ror to seine Coniston and working for INCO in 
1930, he spent several yeas on construction work, mostly 
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Stat ih; An & Len Second row ft i: Ho 
‘mond & al Third aw left tor sae (0 
{duane (Met Monn Mar Rose. 


in the Rouy ara. Pratclly all rhs service with INCO 
Was in he cape sho. 

T1921 be mario Ana Mat. The Marin lived many 
years on Allan Siret (Romford Road). 

Léon wae well know for profiieney ia carpet and 
donated many hous of Wark tothe Parsh of Nore Dame 
ela Meri of which he and Anna were Fall members 

‘Eon red in 1957. Summer were pent atthe Stinson 
cottage onthe Wahnaptae River whee they enjoyed fishing 

he fay consisted of sons Hector, Paul and Armand 
of Coniston, Dewees (Mrs. Ale Mora), nobel (Ms Ray 
{agurante, and Marie Rose (hts. Leo Cousneau}. Son 
aul followed in is fathers footsteps an also quite an 
able carpenters Armand presen res so his parents 
former hone on Edward Stet 











GERVAIS, Moise 
Moise Gervais was a native of Waren, Ontario. His wife 
Blanche came from Sazabee, Quel. Mose came to 
(Coston in 923 and was employed the Coniston cer 
He and Blanche were marred in Conston's Notre Dame 
dea Messi Church, and they raed à family of thre, 
Girard, Simone and Annette 








‘Blache ent Mose 


Girard followed hi father into te nike indwsry. He 
led in Aa and became very active in munkipal 
pois, serving as Rec of Aud for several yr. He did 
aurai industrial accident in 1949, Theta gts became 

‘Moise wa a crane operator in the Coniston smelter. He 
ik now reared, and De and Blanche continue to Hive in 
Connon: 


GIROLAMETTO Family 

Franceco Giolamett was born in 1862 in Ramon Di 
Lori in tly and in 913 he arrived in Coniston and went 
to work for Mond. He had four han fa lay, Evo of 
Wade, Lai! and Marino evetualy come to Canada 
“Marina who ws orm in 190) came to Canada 1922 ani 
{i who was born in 1903 came to Canad in 1926. The 
‘hirer were Born in Ramon Di Lo 

Francesco worked with Mond une returned 40 Kaly 
ln 1929 Hed thre a 1992 Lull was employed by Inco 

‘Marin, however, remained here nd worked for Mond 
In 1928 he returned to Tay and the next year he maid 
Glovanoa Borignon, born in Romano D'Ezzlin in 1910 
Far the same year Marino was back in Coniston wit Ms 

Four eilren were bor io them here. E avd to M. 
ergot) à à dentist ving in Sudbury, Hain (Mrs D. 
Belrame) 5 homemaker living in Sudbury. Marin 
(parted to S. Della Vedova) Is an stant manager of 
Ontario Hydro and tives in Dundas, Mary (Mts. M. 

A he children tend Our Lady of Mery Separate 
‘school Eli and ‘Ita alo. went to the Coniston 
Continuation School. Martin went wo Nickel Pier High 
Ado Business College. Mary atended Marymount an Eh 
Went to Sudbury High and graduated in Deatisey from tbe 
Unie of Toronto. Our Lady of Merey and St. Pal the 
[Apo were the family chances 

Francesco cadured the hardships of he cary seers here 
and Martino sie the oads Were unpaved an heres 
Vas no indoor plumbing or elas. 

Marino worked fr Inco a skimmer unt is dest in 














‘en en rat Mari, Mori Ir, Gama, ac ef 


GOBBO, Emi 
Emilio Gobbo and Carlota Marcon, his wife, were both 


born the Province of Veneto, a, Emi in 1896 ia 
Moslano and Caron in 1890, They wete marie in 1911 
and left ay in 1912 or Canada. 

"Ti fi som, Guid, was bor in 1912 ia Moglano 
Rose, Andrew and Ida were born in Copper CU. 

Ts Api 1923 the fay moved o Coniston witha cow 
‘and some furniture. Emo had begun to work Yor Mond 
Nicklas a bricklayer The family Eve tn bis howe in 
(Old Coniston which they rented from Joseph Mode In 
1925 te Gabo family moved to a company boue on Fifth 
‘Avent: Noreen was born in that owe. 






The children were asd and edad in Coniston. Guido 
joined his father working a the plant. Rose aught school 
fora numberof years, Norge became a nurse, matted and 
Tver in Liles B.C. Wile Rose vas tesching he 


rganlzed the Gi Gide. Guido marred Connie Geile 
and then, moved to Copper CHE. Andrew worked à 
plumber in the ameter He marred Helen Malzuk and 
Continues tlie in Coniston, Ida became a teacher and 
lived with Emi and Carlotta in Sudbury. Some oftheir 
memories of Fith Avenue were the col in winter and 2 
common sgh to se your breath and Trost onthe walls 
Sour bedroom, 

‘ido and Andrew were ative in spr 

Eni retired on a sab pension in 1548 and passed 
aay in 1960 Carlota and son Guido did in 1978 








GOBRO, Giuseppe 

Giuseppe Joe’ Gobo was born in 1886 in Voge, aly, 
and i 1909 be fst came to Brit and then moved to Port 
Arthur, In 91 Augusta Blue, ll born in his 
‘hometown in 1889, came do Brit. Late that same yet 
‘Augusta and Joe were marre in Port Arb wer son 
‘Art was born to them Art marid fo E. Muay) worked 
for Ineo as a mechanic and passed away in 1987" In 1916 
the family moved to Conon where Toe hited on with 
Mond. oe retied Tom Inco in 1951 a a Maintenance 
Foreman, 

Ta Coaiston there were thee dons tothe family: Nora 
(ek J. Rivington) à homemaker ving in Sydney 
Astral. Peer (marie to N. Paquet) a relire 1050 
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ie oe and August Gabba 


mechani and les in Coniston. Geno (married 10 M. 
nano) ited Maintenance Foreman and makes his 
omen Coniston da (Mrs. A Caremoa) wars as acter 
and rss in Parry Sound. Caro (married oF. Clos) was 
ard foreman forthe Town of Coniston. He pasted away 
i 1977 Rta (ir. Adal) was a bomerakes ving in 
Toronto unl he edn 1976. Alba ad Heath problems 
find died in 1984, France (marie to S, Belanger) is 
‘uperitendet of Savage Shoe and lives in Cambridge. 

Tn 1984 Augusta passé aay and i was ot unl 1981 
that foe read He marred Cane Robillard ad one so, 
Ady, wae born them. Andy (marred oH. Mein 
eis hig own trucking busines En Sudbury 

"Fhe ere were eat n Our Lady of Mercy and 
CConsion Cottuation Sehools The al Churches were 
‘Our Lady of Mercy and St.Paul the Apostle. A Gobo 
À nel remember for his sports sts and baseal 
Sellevemens wif the Conlon Buzers in baseballs 
eas. Ceo played hockey withthe Coniston Juveniles 
and Carson Seniors. Both, Pete and. Geno have been 
Solutet Bremen for some 38 years 

"oe pase away in 196 








GOREM, Theodore 
Fred, as he was commonly known, came to Canada a 
1902 After earning tof ney e turned tos native 
ourry end made rangement toting is we, Each 
Mark, and young von Michael back to Canada with hi 
He came from smal farming vile called Saran. 
La 190$ thy arived in Canad and seed in Victoria Mine 
they remain unl the raster to Const i 1913 





Wile they were in Vitoria Mine, wo dangers were 
bot tothe Gores, Anis, who marie George Wanda 
Endl resides Contos and Mary who married Dayo 
Barabast and eeshes in Southern Onto. 

red connec Lo workin the Cnion alt inthe bins 
fiom 1919 unt his remain 1988. Eheabth is wie 
aides loking after the chide, ran a boarding house for 
Since men who were working ste smelt an had no cher 
Place fo ive excep wih fiends ho happeacd 1 have a 
Pac for them i thee oases. 

‘On Ju 11,1915, Mike, thei only son, at he age of 16 
oi thy 76h Battalion and went otras to fg Me 
Lun. Unfortunatly, he vas led in ation eat ate. 
‘The lanl received te "iver Cros 

lzaeth passed aay in 1944, and Fed in 199, 





GOSSELIN, Aime 

‘Aime Gel stew upon à an in St. Care, and in 
1928 deed to move to Coniston, He went Lo wai forte 
Mon Nickel Company where he remsined With the 
‘cessor sompans, INCO, for 40 yeas 

‘Aime married St. Charis pil Laurette Lemieux, and 
thoy ted and ane à family of te, all educated in 
‘Coniston and three of them sl ving here 


Pont row fio rg Clete, Pi, Cs Lorie Bac 


Lorrain isthe wife of Hector Barbe, Cele is marred 
to Bernard Fores Both hands work nema 
‘partment at INCO. Patria mare Jum Eversheds 
‘tive of Coniston, who worked av pateworker for à 
number of years. They now live in North Bay and operate 
that on busines, Fernand, only som, sete in Teed, 
(Ohio. He married à Sudbury gi, Aline Mario, and works 
fora ralvay compan. Claudette mare Mara Trans, 
à Coniston boy and they reside i Brampton. Claude 
trons forte Board of Education and Mara for Ontario 
die. Marce'ambiton cach earring dow aol 
tines okey teum Lo ty to beat Coniston, 

"Aime rtrd in 196 and remained in Coniion. His wife 
Laurie passed stayin 1981 

‘Ame remains active and enjoys hs grandchildren, 





GOSSELIN, Elirée 

lage Goss was bors in St. Marguerite in th 
province of Quebec His wife, Oliva Kalil, nas born 
Pins Mi, Ste Rose de Lima. They sted inthe St 
(Cres Warren are inthe cart 1307 946 Elie came 
fo Coniston and was employed by the Mond Nike 
Copan. 





Left 1 rid; chilre Ly, Mara & Est Oia and Bde 





‘The Gosling ralsed a family of eight, Lyla, Maia 
Jeanne rate, Ext, Doulttse, Ra Leonard and 
‘Geopas. They were educated in Our Lacy of Mere School 
Sd were members of Our Lady of Mercy Parish 

ge worked te way up tothe poston of foreman, and 
passed aay in 1935 Hie vie Oliva dled in 1986 

“Fer of the Gosinchildren are il ving in the area 
rt sa hotel manage and Hives in Sodbury, leophas 
à Gason miner ving ih Walnapiat, abd Ras now Ms. 
Doré and ves in Connon 


GOSSELIN, Joseph 

Toseph Gosein was born in St. Germain, Quebec in 
1902 Hs wife, Ywonne St. Pierce, was born in Woonsocket, 
Rhode land, and moved to St Charles in 1915. Joseph 
And Yoonne tt in St, Cares and were marre in 192. 

Tha same ye hey moved fo Coniston where Joe 00 
up employment the Mond Nickel Company Where he 
worked un hi death in 1957 

“Their residence was on Romford Road, now known as 
Alan cect, here Ma, Gowen sl esis 

‘Mrs Gosnell ow’ the ado carry hl raking 
sete fom Care Sx snd lunry Water fom the nearby 
(rec, Ste ls remember the anual seagoing, when 
{he water was the fet high around the howe 

Soc and Yvonne were les with ight cilaren: Rem 
roland Lucile (Un. Lanicene, Gabriel (aecrased) 
(Carma (Mts Hagar, Robert, Ase (Mis. Shan) and 
‘uber, 

ss Gosselin was an active member ofthe Nowe Dame 
deta Mere Church and Dares de Ste, Ame, to whic se 
nero) devoted mach of et tine 

Remi and. Hubert ave ell known businessmen, 
sesaiing in carpe and te installation 








Huber, and Gabriel when be was ving, were very active 
in comnts spore seve. Hub san active promoter 
{ot blooper and à one of the people whe helped build 
tp the new el fr that spore 





GRANDE, Att 

Ati Grande was born the town of Caramearo in he 
province of Calabi Hay, He me 1 Canada in 908 and 
Seed in the Montreal a, In [919 he wap working te 
‘ntington Mine, and when the mine caved in he went to 
stork in Carson, In 1923 be mare Clara Cabrio vas 
‘orm in Godigo in the Province of Travis, lly: She was 
‘hen ving wa her parents in Coniston. 

“ere were two hte nthe Grande fam, Antoine 
who was bor in Coniston and Frank born in Garson, 





The family has moved to Garson in 192 but returned 
to Coniston in 1984, Aro coninod to workin the Garson 
Mine In 94 the Grande one sein moved om Conon 

Alto pased away in 1980. tn 1945, thelr daughter 
Antoine mared à Coniston boy, Albert Marin, etd 
‘eturaed to ve in Comston unt 362. 

‘Cara Grande passed avay in 1979, Her daughter 
Antoine pri reset in Sodbury and son Frank lives 
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GRAVELLE, Antoine 

Antoine Gravel and is wife Marguerite Roblrd were 
two ofthe early pioneer in hs are. 

"Temas expetenced nthe se of dynamite and came 10 
Conon from the mex where he worked on construction 
fe Crow's New Pass, Amoin à lasting experience was 
Ditto good ase wen he got the Job Basing the cuts On 
fhe CPR Toronto branch 

‘fer the away job, he went nt lumbering and was 
one of the supplies Of logs to the Laberge Lumber 

“The Graveles id nt have any children of her own 50 
they adopted à boy and à sil, Laveence and Laura 

















Lavrence, their adopted son, is well known in the 
(Coniston area He as ved in Coniston all sie, worked 
with the CPR and INCO for 38 yeas. 

Lawrence maid Aurore alor and the raved family 
of four, Hilda, Stanley bil and Murra. 

Lance has some pet hemor of Canton: 8 below 
zero, ing an open sled, the old Lg chal house with 
{coche Me Corgan, and hig in Daisy Lake with scat 
Paradis. 

Taie was involved in an aident in 1951 when a bus 
ita an. He sustained serious ues ut as recupere 
“Hess vesin the Gravel Rouse where he was fest sop 
thd ried; and à enoying hs pension, 











GRIMARD, Hormidas 

Hormidas Grimard, à native of Sudbury, and hi wife 
Action Quesnel who vas bor i Matane were mated 
in Coniston in 1996, The Grimarde raised fans of the, 
ess, Leonard and Ruta 

“The chidren attended schools in both Falconbridge and 
Coniston 

Henry and Leonard both went to work in the nickel 
industry. Rita is maria and ie now Mn, Aime Mar. She 
si res In Coniston. Henry was a safety foreman at 
INCO and non ried, He and hit wife Ethel make thei 
home ia. tou, Leonard works inthe maintenance 
‘department in Falconbridge. 

Formas wae shift foreman in Falconbridge unt his 
death in 1952 Alena sil ives in Conan. 
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HADDON, Walter 

Walter a nie years ol when he aried in Victoria 
Mine with hs mother and hisser Ese. They had come 
From Notingham, England, Short after thr teal, Mis 
Haddon died, Water and Elsie were seed by Gore 
and Nelie Brant 

Everyone moved to Consion wit the csing of Victoria 
Mine, Water also stayed wil is aunt, Mis. Spencer. It 
tin ie went to work tthe smelter. Hi sister Ele became 





Mis Bll and moved to Montes where she ved nt er 
‘eatin 1980, 
"Walter marred Nell Duncan n 1839, Nell was the widow 





of Bert Duncan, She was former à Mert and came ro 
{Canada 1929 from Glasgow, Scotland wih br married 
Str and brotberi-law Bil Mekee. The Mckees also 
sled in Coniston 

The Haddons had one dauhter who was born in Coniston 
in 1941 They named or Anne, 





Water and ell Hn 


lo ad a vey fl tine in is boybood dys, beng 

"Walter and Nell were very active n community afar. 
‘Their house and lot on Eavwara Siret was donated by 
{bie back bal rock on the wes sie bat had leave 
flomer orders that with Nels inspiration and loving cre 
‘loomed with penis and Mydrangess 

Water passed way is 1977 and Nell in 1973. Anne 
allowed ata Cresswell to take root for eure borders and 
in thi way the blooms of Walter and Nel continue 1 
‘loom and adorn Al Suits Angican Church 














HALL, Oliver 

(Okie Hall was bon in Blenheim Township in Oxford 
county in 1879. He atended Woossock Colegate snd 
‘MG University where he graduated sa mining engineer 
Aer graduation he spent some te ining camps Ia 
Werte Canada and thn one his end, Joba Robert 
on, lo a graduate of MeGil, a Victoria Mie in 1905 
ts Mines Superintendent. His ie Ann Richmond was a 
or in Blenhein Township in 1883, was educated in that 
sea, alended Teachers College in Sailor, and then 
{aught schol in several ual arts ia tord County. Olver 
find Ann mardi 1911 and made thelr home in Victor 
Mine 





Gordon te Fin of theirthre som, was hornin Vito 
Mine in 1913 shor before the family moved to Coniston 
He attended Coniston Publi and Continuation Schoo, 
Sudbury High School, Upper Canada College and the 
Unie of Toronto where he arate in medicine. He 
non lives and practises Woodstock, Ontario, 








Son im was bora n Coniston in 1916, tended Coton 
schools, went 10 Pltering College, then on to M&Cil 
Univer, gradusting as an engins. He was ke fying 
inthe RCAF 

San Jn was bora in Coniston in 190, attended schoo 
in Coniston, Copper Cit and Noranda, and went o Metal 
University where he graduated as a mining engineer. He's 
ow emloged with Noranda Mines Limited as Se. Vie 





mle ent into operation and the Canadian general of 
fee of Mond Nickel Company ma cad there Over is 
then the Chet Mining Superintendent forthe Mond Nickel, 

In 1929, when Mond and Inco merged, Oliver and is 
family were anserced to Copper Cif whee thy remained 
Unt 1931 when he resigned ie postion with Inco and was 
gaged by Novant ies He La an lusts carer with 
Novanda, starting off as Assan! Manager and ening up 
asa Director ofthe Company. He rete in A, and the 
Hal then made their home in Toronto Ove pass aay 
An 1954 and his wie Ann in 1972. 








HALVERSON, Andrew 
of Quebec 

In 1913 be marie a hometown girl, Rosle Jlicoeur. 
They had Seven chldren: Andy, Dik, George, Joe, Ea, 
Margaret and Helen, 

‘And cae to Ontario and work for the George Gordon 
Lames Company at Care ay in 1916. He then came 60 
‘work forthe Mond Nickel Company 

He started to work nthe Furnas, ut two months fate 
te was rase tothe ranporaton departeat where 
he romaines for 37 years unl hs setemeat. He was à 
‘ondstr for bout twelve Year and à ard master fr ghee 





‘Front ow ef 1 ret: eus, Andrew, Jo, Rosalie & Anew J 
A ihe: Gore Mara Hen dar Haters 


“The Halversons were very active inthe community. Andy 
served on the Comiion Town Council for some 15 years, 

"The crea were educated in Coniston, Some of them 
stl reside bere or in the surrounding ares 

"Andy Je, Dick, George and Joel ive in Coniston, ar 
{sn Toronto, Margare i now Mrs, Doherty, an Helen 
À Mrs. Donnelly of Toroate 

Gage served withthe RCAF overseas in Work War I 
and was a prisoner of war in Germany for 22 month, He 
worked for NCO both a tradesman and supervisor, He 
was a foreman inthe Coniston Plate Shop, and is now 

‘Andy Jt Oliou or “Dick” as he was called, and Joe 
st no inthe indy The boys wre very acelin sport 
Ady Jr. was a good balplaye, and Olous payed 
{goalkeeper n'a Hockey league in Europe. Olious followed 
his fathers footstep and served nine eas on the Coniston 
Town Coun 

"When te Halverson tied they went back to Wolf Lake 
and converted a summer home los permanent residence, 
‘Andy is now deceased, but Mrs. Halverson sll makes 
periodic vss to Conison 





HAYDUK, John 


John Hayduk was native ofthe village of Clopinka, 
whichis now part of the Ukraine. He maried Anna 
‘Yareachu fom a eighbourng lag called Wysa, John 


6s 








and Anna arme for few years. Two cilren were born 
tovthem, Helena and Walter, 

À farmer fem those days wat not 00 productive, 50 
he desided he would join a numberof his unten ho 
Pad if for Canada in search af employment and a bette 
Ife John came to Canada ia 1927 sed in Coniston, and 
tent fo work forthe Mond Nickel Compan, levis 
ie and chlren behind, hoping that in a Sear or 0 be 
Would hae earned enough money tobe able 0 bring them 
Tors county. However, te depression stn and John, 
Tike many others, wa ald of and search for work to no 

sil He pent some tine on his uncle's farm in Berard 
Valle and aly when things picked up again wet back 
Lo work Coniston where be was employed converter 
punches By 1935 he was abet pt fogether few dollars 
Lo sen fr his wte and chen, who amv here March 

using the net numberof ears Jobn concerned himself 
sith working tthe plant and proving a ome Tors new 
{rived family. Tha Chen were and? years ol when 
they eam to his county. They commenced the education 
Our Lady of Mey Schoo. 

Inthe middle 10's, when cutbacks were oscutng in 
‘he Coniston seit, John was apsferrdto Copper Cif 
Sha converter punchar and aly decided that be would 
Feu at ha lant insead of trans ertig back and forth 
With that came te den o move to Sudbury, hich they 
A in BB, tobe loner to bis place of employment 

"Their daughter Hosns mamie Joeph ‘Sols, an 
elotisian at the Coniston amer and has made her Rome 

ale followed his aber into the nickel industry, now 
a garage mechani leader atthe Copper CE North Mine 
{indi aso Deputy Fie Chief forthe volunteer ie brigade 
A Lively where he made his home 

John rated on à damit pension and passed away at 
tha age of 6S in 1968, Anna dled in 1972 a the age of 7 

Helena til makes br home a Coniston, and tw of he 
<daghters also lve ati owe, wl one isn Sara and 
Snother one in Copper Ci. 
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HICKEY, William 

Willis Hickey and His wife, Florence natives of North 
‘Onslow: Quebe, cue fo Coniston in 1926 from Quyen 
Quetce! Witla went to work for the Mond. Nickel 
Company. 

"Tere wer x children in the Hickey famiyt Gevae, 
James nd Ignative, who were born in Quyoa; Cement 
oteph and Betaadece born in Coniston, 

‘Wil worked inthe smelter fore mer of years, and 
later transferred to the Frood warehouse. Thc of he sons 
‘ere employed inthe nickel industry. Gera was a wee 
‘eh INCO inthe Frood complex, anata was a abortary 
asian in Copper Ci and othe and Gras are no 
éd. Jonph tea stationery department supers i 
Copper ‘Cif, Cement works for the Post Office 
Deparment in Sub and Dernadte, «Registered Nurse 
env Mis, Eaton and she resides in Sodbury. James went 
Into the peesthood and now Father James Hicks 
Present assigned to North Bay. 

The Mickeys eventually lft Coniston and moved 10 
Sudbury William passed away à number of ears 3 
Florence fst ing 90 jets old, and stays wit Ret 
daughter Bernadette 





HINDS, Erol James 






Erol James Hinds and his wife Margaret Jane came to 
‘Coniston in 1925. Dr. Hinds was a dens and an ardent, 
Sportsman. A native of Manitoulin Land, he sradoted 
Aron the Royal Collegeof Dental Surgeons at University 
Of Toro and then entered the Canadian Ary Deal 
Corps in 916. 

"Ar the end of the war, he returoed to university and 
compte hs dere. He eeeved his diploma from the 
‘Dental Coleen 1922 andor tree veus practsed In 
Toronto, then moved to Conon, establishing 2 
prac fa 192$ atthe corner of Edward and Ala Street, 
above the old Michaud Drug Store of that day 




























































is wife, Margaret Jane, vas a Restored Nurse and a 
tive ot Oshawa. The Hinds ad wo sos, Ose and Jin 
Both are graduaes of the University of Toronto and 
(Osgoode Hal Law School Jim practises ain Sodbury and 
‘ses Senior Vice-President of Nora Mines in Toronto 

Erol was ery active 1 sports and pols. He was on the 
{Coniston Hockey tea from 1925-1990, the manager of sich 
hockey stars of the day as Elle Raine, Mile Olivier 
Tommy” Simms, Gerald Georey, aldege Blake, Bl 
Jokaion, Bil Bray, Jack Cressel, and others. It Was 
Coniston’ oss and Sudbury" gain when Dr. Erol James 
Hinds decided to. move Wa prac from Canson to 
Sudbury 

‘Evo Hinds did suddenly of preumoni in December 


HLADKI, Dmytro 
‘colons ket to Winnipeg, Western Canada and fring 
fear no what Dmytro waster when be had just lett he 
farm, Coniston was the place he wanted to be, joining à 
‘numberof his countrymen who weralredy working a he 





Dmytro left a young wife and daughter at home and was 
app} to land jb in Coniston sith sendy employment 
0 nt he coud stppor hie Fami, However the depression 
Bad a role to playin bs ie and he found himself out of 
tok fora mue of ers. When digs poked up be went 
thick wockn the furnace department whee he female 

“He passed sa in Apri of 1960 without makin the ip 
bac Rome to is family 


HOLUNGA, Was 

‘Wasy!Holunes was bor in Bukowina, Romania, and 
ame Canada in 1912 He fist tempted to et work 
‘Montreal but ater few neck found tat werk was hard 
10 nd He then proceeded to Ontario whee be oid some 
Of Bs coupes In Copper Cif and bind 


Last io nes Mary, Nek, Anne Holme, Water Zoey 





In 192, he moved to Coniston and began working inthe 
mele. He spent 26 years in the meer a & punch in 
‘he converter department 

ike wife, Helen Wolohuk, came to Canada in 192 from 
village of Potocza nthe Province of Gala it Poland 
That as is now part ofthe Uline, 

She came to Canada 0 jon he ster who was then ving 
here. She met and mare Wass in 1924 and they aed 
ami of seven ere. four boys and ire is, Jo, 
Mike, Anne Ale, Sila, Nick, Mary. 

Through hard nes ona sal salary they had a large 
family to feed. Tey wased no ine la making ends mee 
They planted a garden, kept cows for mill, and igs, 

"The Holunaas participated in the ie of the Coniston 
‘Uizalnian Community and Church 

"he children attended Our Lady of Mercy Schoo, the 
boys were active inthe sports and recreations that were 
rove a that time, John played hockey forthe Coniston 
Bees Alex played baseball forthe Conon Red So, and 
Nick played hockey for the Coniston Fer, Mike and Nok 
Axe ate members ofthe Consion Carag Club 

Was and Helen aren longer wi us, but the chikren 
‘lteworker, Alexa maintenance meshanc wit INCO, and 
“Kane now iver in Sudbury and works forte Uiainian Co 
(Op. The ony one that has ft thi arene May, She operates 
er own busines in Yorkton, Saskatchewan, Sta works 
{or the local bank and Nicki journeyman eles, 
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HOOD, Thomas 
Thomas Hood, a mason by ad, came to Copper CH 
in 1909 from Stoke Newington nea London, England, He 
let he wife, Florence Dabery, sad thee sons Bl, Roi 
And Jack behind in London ule got sed. They came 
to Copper Cif! in 191, where daring the following Yeas 
Susan Re, Rote and Fed were born, When ies St ack 
in Copper Chitin the late 1990s, Tom moves his family 
to Mahstay and attempted to do some farming, but this 
ot provide sufficient income vo he went to work athe 
Costa sme: oc Mond Nickel adler he Ieteratonal 
Nike Company. He worked on the charging floor and 
‘Operated a motor, When his health started to get the bes 
‘oF hi be moved down tothe dy and was ryman for 
number of years unt be retired on à day pension 


qj 








TEEN) 


Aone tie, fou of his sons worked inthe nicl dt} 
in anse Present Bin etre and sin Brockville 
Robert ho Had work in Coniston Yard foreman for 
{number of yeas, now retired and lives Sunson ack 
{ered Irom Falsonbidge Nickel and makes his home in 
Garson. Susan, who iz Mis. Pat Duncan, formerly of 
‘Coniston, ow makes her home in Sudbury, sel as Rose 
{ovevousy Mrs Rainvile) now Ns. Wing, and Fred who 
Sao retire from INCO, Mae, the youngest of te Hood 
Family snared 1 Smmy Hi and they make Coniston 
their home. Tom's grandson, Rober, has also made 
(Coniston his home. 

"Tom passed away in 1958 and his wife Florence in 1960. 


HORRICK, Dmytro 

Dmytro was born in village called Saafets in the 
Western Ukraine, He came to Canada in 1905 and sted 
in For Willa, His wife Parka Onde was bora in 
the village of Zach inthe Westra Ukraine, She came 
to Canada with her parents snd two broches. Te 1906 
Dario and Paraska were mared in Fost Willan. Their 
fist daughter, Mary, was born in Fort Wa in 1907 

Tn 1908 Drago deed he would seek employment 
lsewhere, He moved 10 Copper CU and oblained 
Employment in the sme, Wl ving in Copper CHIT, 


there were four more lon bon, Anni, Mike, Stanley 
and ree 

Tn 920, the Fami was ving in the west end of Sudbury 
nd om ire they moves co Coniston, ere Day Went 
fo work forthe Mond Nickel Company 



















La 1 eine Stn, Mary, Ani, Pork, Mie, ly 





wo mote children were born, Caroline (known as Dol) 
and Tena, The Horrisks ere acné is the Ukaian 
Common in Coniston aad the chien attended Ukranian 
ook Two ofthe gt and the two sons po their ables: 
traning a the Publi Scot and became Tay pod tall 

ard times andthe Depression afeted Dry. Helos 
his job. so he rented is house and moved is Fal to 
Montreal where he obinined employment ate Canaan 
‘Copper Company. Thar wat sor ved because in 1933 be 
pas aay with lou, and no dovbt that came from 
Working inthe smelter and veining industry 

“Histo son and one daughter remaiedin Quebec, wile 
Parka took the Younger daughters back 10 Coniston, 
here he realned,Keping boarders o make a ing and 
se her Pal and wae a widow unl January 30, 182 
then she passed aay atthe age of 93 

(Other sven chien, May bese Mis, Jarmovish and 
later Mis, Fala adsl resides in Sobor, douse Ase 
and son Stanley who lived Ia Monel are now deceased, 
Mike resides in California, Lena who Eve in Sudbury à 
iho deceased, Dolly marod Hers Walsh and ese in 
‘Sturgeon Fall and lene married Mike Sl nds 

‘Const, 








HOULE, Joseph 

Joseph ule vas borin Pengangvishene. He came to 
‘const in 192$ from Vetta Harbour Hs wie, aura 
Larogque, as à aie of SL. Cha. She came to Coin 
{o jun sone Of her relate who were at that ime ring 
{in is town, Joseph and Laura were mated in 1927 and 
raised «family oft enr Laurent, Laut, Lionel 
‘Arthur, Raymond and André 

The cigren were eucated in the Coniston Separate 
cool system, Lauren is now radin in Toro in an 
État postion with Dickerson & Becker. Laurette bat 
tcome housewife, Lone a eet manager for Texas 














Gulf, Arhuris resturant owner, Raymond works forthe 
Regional Munlcpaity of Sudbury and Ande ean INCO 
employee. 

Joss worked for both Mond and the Intemational 
[Nickel Company. He cetved in 1968 and reaind a he 
fre un he pase away in 1976, Laura bas sealed in 
{heaton as have a numberof ber cdr, She now sides 








HRYCAY, Peter 

eter Hicay was born in a village alé Sokol in the 
astern Ukraine and came to Canada in 1942 atthe age of 
16 wth hs stepfather, Josef Chalk, Romford, Ona, 
vas thei desnation for work onthe C.PAR eta gang on 
the railway line to Lite Curent. Ic was not long before 
misfortune overtook them and Jose was acrdentaly 
‘rowed vins Young Pete to fend Tor Data car 

The mining industy ateacted young Pete and in 1916 
he hed oa with fond Nicklin Coniston were or the 
‘Beat vers be was familiar face dumping pou at he 
slag dump. 


Seated left 1 right; Peter, Doris Hrycay, Bil Pachkowst, 2, 
‘in Ran Saag Pod Pacis, Le 





In 192, a young git, Dos Boychuk, came 0 Canada 
with her widowed moe atthe age of 14 and sted in 
Ethtbert Manitobs. In 1922 Dor mother, now married 
Lo Fred Pachkowsi, moved to Coniston with ber fal 
Doris mee Peter Hrycay and they were marre in 1925. 
‘There were thee children bora to Peter and Doris: Walter 
the des passe away de 1988 but his son Danny and 
daughter Donna sil rie in Coniston; Nadia mari ta 
Sydney Kosi who work for INCO andthe havea fal 
of four; Olga marred 10 Mike Bazyikut, an INCO 
Employee. Olga i employed with Robe Brown Jewelers 
In Sudbury and stil resides in Coniston on the same Tot 
there her arandparents ance ated tive 

Peer Heyy pate nay i 196) and his wife Doi a 
196 





HUGLI, Paul 
Paul uel was bon in Golden Lake of Swiss emigrant 
Hs wie, 1a Rade, vas bon in Pembroke, Ha and Pal 
Pal was a station agent and ‘clepaphcr In 1912 when 

the new CPR sation was bulla Coniston, he was theft 

Stendantstsigned to hat station, He remained that 

postion nl his ttrement in 198 
“Two of his daughters, Orpha and Irene, were born in 

Bonfield he oe four cules, Dorothy, Alan, Grace and 

Samer; were born in Coniston, 

Paul had one ofthe base stations i he country. There 
were on tw tack built to service the Conton sme. 
An 1992 ir rack was bat The passing tack bed ty 
cars, Everyday there were two trains of oe coming from 
Lack, thre were sk regula pasenser rain, fourteen 
fight rains, and few pil aie, which pase throws 
that station. The yard be 120 ar, Pail ook este oll 
these trains on is om. In te summer months alone, 
honed of baskets of blueberries were shipped to Toran 
from the ston. 











ou ne ug th Dane Dunn sander 


The children were educated in Coniston Public and 
“Continuation Schoo 

‘Orpha married W. Tove and ves in Toronto they had 
one daughter, Jean. Her husband is now deessed. Irene 




































‘marie A. Monahan rm New Brunswick and they are now 
ving in Ota. Dorothy married Rs Duncan wo worked 
in the elececl department at INCO ust his rerement 
For the past 26 years be has bee onthe Coniston Hydro 
Commision, and hey now reside a Espanola. They have 
‘wo dale, Dans and Feel. Alan wat married to Donna 
{Giles of Sudbury and worked in the Coniston and Copper 
{Gift plate shops. He ie now decemed, They bad tro 
hléren, Gary ana Jit. Gary ve 1 Southern Ontario 
and Judith works at Laurentian University, Grace married 
HH: Rorson and resides in Garson. They ad tre chen, 
James, Linda and Laure. Her husband is now deceased 

Names, the youngest of the ami, still eis In 
‘Conston, worked in the eect deparnent of INCO, and 
À mari to Mac Hood. They have re cide, Wayne 
‘Soran and Cindy. Wayne ta schoolteacher ad WAN à 
Scout Leader 

Paul and ida Hugh have quite few descendents who stil 
te in this arcs. 


JACKSON, James 

James Jackson was born in Fort Eres 1882 He ren 
up and war ofucated there where he became à school 
teicher, For a wl he was aid wih hat profeson, 
tothe later red of Wand wanted something diferent He 
desde to come to Norther Ontario sn the ely 1900 and 
Wen eo work fr the CPR 

‘Around te Stason and Matkstay ara, he ran ito à 
one wid bythe ane of Jane Wal (maiden name was 
White) from Beachburs, Ontario, who Was visting some 
relatives James ended ip mari Jane abd started up à 
new fe, There mere thee hilfen fom her previous 
marraee, Alles, Mac and Jack, Thre were two more 
‘ditions co the family: Evelyn, born in Copper CH: and 
Norood bora in Marks 

In 1906 be desided to try is ack in the nickel indusry 
and move o Viera Mines where he obtained employment 
Unt 1913 and then transfered to the Coniston smelter 
Where he was a locomotive enpncer nthe retired. 

is fam grew up in Coniston and attended the Pubic 
and Continuation Schools. His sons went Into the nickel 
indus folowing their ether’ footsteps 





Norwood was a good layer in 1925.26. In those days 
some of hs eam ates wer Bil Bry, Mike Kerwan, Toe 
Gif, while Norwood was Mechanical Supervisor at Fro0d. 
Mae made her nome in Beachbur, while Evel ended sp 
in London. 

lived to the ripe old age of 91. Some of his grandchildren 
ane the Oxaa area Evel Erskine a ouraist, Joyce 
Works force Deputy Speaker ofthe House of Commons, 
and Jim Eserngton iin a management postion i the 





JARMOVITCH, Was)! (Bill) 

Bl Jarmovich was bor in Sarfents, Ukraine, in 1892 
and came 0 Canada in 113. For a period of Une he was 

Bil desided that amet work was ot what he wanted 
foracareer, soe took up tar Fors number of ears 
he operated barbershop and pool room, abd was the 
rout owe of one ofthe fist automobiles in Coniston, 


La 1921 Bill maried Mary Horik and there were three 
caren a tat Fami, Nek ue and Rote His son Nek 
‘ect rtrd from INCO, makes his home in Carson 
Tue Mis Nurse and Ros M. Mario Modes, and 
‘hey both reside de Sudbury 

Bil di some farming in Dill Township for «numberof 
year, done day in 1940 while walking slog the Wack 
From Dil to Coniston ip was suck bya train engine and 
wile 

Hs wife, Mary, Mis. Sam Falat makes her home in 
sect 


JAWORSKI Family 
John Saworski came to Canada inthe cary 1900's from 
a lag called Choro, Ukraine and seed in Con 
Sheree opened up a shoe repair shop and mailed tat 
usines fora number of years. John was very active 
person inthe Ubeainlan community. He was an active Lay 
Drescher ul she aen was serviced by acergymaa, He 











served on te executive board ofthe Ukranian Hall and 
Ghat commits 

Flon, Manitoba for a year and then came to Coniston in 
1928 Inthe an MPs Jobs wife came to Canada and 
they sated à new Le in Coniston, 


à 
= 
ot on rime 





Jon passed aay à feu vers ste, his wife decide to 
return tothe Urine, Mike remained in Canin took vet 
Mary Pacikowski in 1933. i 

“Te shoe repair Shop was a landmark in Coaiton on 
Edvard St South unt 960 when Mike decided 10 ave up 
the shop and go to work forthe town of Coniston 

ike and Mary have one on, Jon, who was ries and 
cheated in Coniston, works at Copper CF marie and 
ferdesin Sodbury. Now ried Mary an Mike sl ein 
Coniston, 


Mike Jono 





JEAN, Joseph 8 

Joseph Syvlo Jean was born in St Simon Rimouski, 
(aches, Hs wife Forencin Jean jus happened 0 have the 
me lat name and ame from te same town. They sme 
Lo Sodbury in 1903 and purchased a arm in the New 
Sudbury area orth of Lasalle BA) 

Sy, an experienced butcher, Bought cate by the 
cal and siaughtered and prepared the mest forse où 
that farm. 

| 











In the early days Syvio made feguent deliveries to 
‘Coniston with a tie ruck, He got to know the Conon 
people que well and, asrording to his Gnuater Lucile 
Sener father drove own the sets the people would 
‘un after him to purchase the mea 

He bl up quite a reputation forbs product and opened. 
‘nies and evenly took over he butener and rocery 
ore afer their father posed sayin 1985, George Parker 
‘those father also ra à butcher shop in Coniston atone 
time, was the popular delvery boy of the day. The Jean 
ove was falar landmark un closed i 196, 

Thu Jen children were Abe, Manche (Mrs. Chart), 
Dolores (Mr. E. Dslogs), Eugene, Albertine tire one 
Lalonde), Dollard and Lucile (Mrs. G. Tesi), Lael is 
the only one of the immediate Jean family sl ving in 
Coniston the same exdence that het parents ce 


JEFFREY, Lawrence 
Lawrence Jeffrey was a ative of Beachburg, near 
‘nti 1928 ad then died vo come ci ana work st Mara 
Mine The min closed rat year and he then got 0 1 
the Mond Nickel Company a the Coniston smelt. He 
moved tothe smelter substation in 1330 and Became an 
operator in 1933 
‘hilren, Stanley and Shirley who were raised and educated 
in Coniston, 





Chris, Ray, Sony, Shiney, Mab Laveen. Pont Ber, 


‘Staley went to work for INOO asa mechanic and hie 
aude Shire graduated rom the Ottawa Cvs Hospital 

‘Stanley married Raby Franch, native of Newfoundland, 
snd they reed in Coniston Shey mari Richard 
‘Atkiasn, thes have two dauptes, and vein arin, 
Staley raised three chien: Caray now Ms. George 
Dorion Berle married At Moore, and Cavite Is Ms 
Roper Normand 











Lawrence worked in Coniston for 38 year and retired in 
1958. He and his wife moved back to Beachbure after 
Fetrnient Lawrence pasted away in 1967 and Mabe a 
1%. 

‘Stan, tie som, a veteran of the Second World War 
pas away in 1999 and his wife Raby in 1978. Ther 
“avghtrs Carl and Ber stl side in Coniston, while the 
third daughter Cine lives in Commval 





JOHNS, Dr. W 
Dr, W-S, Johns was one ofthe most popular and well, 
eat doctors that ever served the Coston commun 
He came to Coast in 19280 replace De. Cameron ae 
stayed on 10 1943. He wat on el ay and night, No call 
frat ever et ubanswered. He delivered hundreds of 
Sauna into the word and many ome tele very exten 
‘He and Me wife Nora were an important pat of this 
‘oman Thai children, Nor, Aman Bil rep snd 
tree educated in Coniston 
Teas sad day in tls community when Dr. Johns 
decided to leave Coniston. A farewell party wae held for 
Him bythe residents at the Nike! Club wth cose 0 no 
hundred in attendance, Many tates were paid ohm that 
nie bythe Mayor and others in the commit before 
is depareue. Tae lob family seed in Port Credit Dr 
Sohne spent some time la Sik Children's Hospital in 
Toromo farine his medical experience, He Later setup 
{permanent pace in For Credit where he remained ul 
fe passed sway many sears Iter 














The family ha a summer cottage at Sturgeon Falls and 
made periode sts to Coniston from the otage. 
heir daughter” Anne mated. Jack Devs, but 
unfortunately passed aay is her pine due Lo «Serious 
lines, Nora marred Dr. Sutherind and makes her home 
in Toledo, Ono. il war inthe insurance busines end 
Sealed in Winnipeg. 
lve With her danger Nora and has ince passed a 
Dr Jobs and is family ae sil only remembered and 
Rave à spoil place in the tory of this tows 


JOHNSON, Frank 

Frank John wis a master mechanic at Vitoria Mine 
and later at Coniston when the Mond Nickel Company 
moved therein 193, Hecontiaed a work for INCO ater 
the merger of Mond and INCO #1929 

‘ra and his wife Carre raved à amy of LA chen. 
Atone tine five ofthe boys! Ete, Bil Ear, Arthur and 
Gordon worked for the Nickel Company 


Front four clo et rig Ete, Raby, Grace, Florence, 
‘and ow ft gts ie Frnt Cla, re Core Bu 
row err, Ei, Ea à Pin 





A aber ofthe Johnson children are sl vin, Grace 
in Garson, Till in Coniston, Clara and Florence in Por 
Colborne and Earl recently moved 19 Sudbury 

ll, Eat! and Gordon followed their father in the 
mechan dopartneat At the age of 15, Bil worked as 
{plumbers beiper, thea became a maiboy inthe oie, 
Alter became sh aprenie inthe machine sop and à 
‘machinist vn 1948 when he became shop foreman. He 
Rod the portion unl eretred withthe highest umber 
tt years worked of any employee at the Nickel Company. 
9 Jar ad 1 month, Eat was a machinist ile elie 
and Gordon was a locomotive iter unl Re pased av, 

ills gute a hockey player inthe cary days, wae Eat 
paved soser. Dil and iis wile Margaret are the only 
Fobnsone that tie in Comton ac presen Their coage 
eps them wel osupied inthe sume. Bl les and 
espe the youn Fellows in tne atthe Curing Rink 


JOHNSON, Perey 0. 
Percy Johnson came 10 Canada with his family on 2 
saling sip from Suey, England, about 1884, and sted 
in che Muskoka dit 
‘Alter Perey gtew up, he became a carpenter tier 
rame by wage and helped to build many bars and 
inthe early 1300 he ame to Northern Ontario and 
pronpered inthe gold apd iver rush around Gow panda 
THe later helped to build and work st à ssw 
Selinood, north of Captel From Sellwood, he moved 10 
‘Coniston around 1910 and worked ar à foreman 1 help 
build the Const smeter He ater stayed on and Worked 
the Mond Nickel Company as à aid foreman unt his 











He married Ada Willonby of Aspin, Muskoka Dis 
in 514. They ad two stiles, Coal and Lana, boon 1 
seul eas of Conon Ire recorded tha around 91 
he vas coaching the hockey inthis town, Some of the well 
known people on that team ‘were Clovis Olver, Bob 
Nulcads andthe Leclair bothers, Manuel and Peer 





Ada was a fe member ofthe Ladies" Auxillary ofthe 
Anpcan Church and Red Cros worker during Wold War 
Tin Coniston 

Perey mas ako an active politician, and served on the 
son Garon Township Counc fromm 195010 1954 and 
then onthe Coniston Towa Counc From 1934 to 1944 

The Jolson resided at 33 Second Avenue fom 191510 
1939 Pere red from INCO when they moved to 18 
Edward Avene where he spent mse of fi time in the 
arden 

ery passed avay in 190 and Ada in 1974 

Ceci followed hie father inthe cel Industry. He was 
power hou einer Heis now retired ables in Lives. 
{ras Mrs. Kes Montgomery, esis in Eabioke 


KIDD, Samuel 

Samuel Kidd was born in Ballymena, County Antrim, 
Incand in 1845, He came to Toronto in 186s. His wife 
Elvabeth vas from Elna, Ontario and they Tasted at 
leant 890 

The family consisted of Maggie, who became Mrs 
‘Wight, Jeanie, who mario Mr, Hughes, and son James 

bec while they ere stil ving in Flos andthe 
chiren were fy youre. Same esd oleae the fam 
nd move north. He came 10 Copper CHIT, worked there 
fora whe, and in 1905, cameo work forthe Mond Nike 
Company at Vitoria Mine, He worked thet unl 913 and 
Sar tramfered to Coast, 

"acti who maried Bil Wrist, Eve in Victoria Mie 
‘he ao moved Coniston. Daughter Jennie went Ine 
[nth United tte and son Janes made is omen Copper 
Cut. 

‘sine family consisted of Deroy, Doland, Kathleen, 
Lome and Bete 

‘armel ved in Coniston with his daueter Maggie and 
looked after he locomotive that wat satoned overnight at 








Lefort Laren, James, Doro & Jim Ki 


the CPR station and was used transport the mento and 
from work st the plant He pased ay in 1982 

‘Son James connu to work in Copper CLIT uni 1920 
when the plant shut down, He moved to Coniston fortwo 
Sears and later returned to Copper Chi 

Devan ated to work fo th nickel company in Cope 
cin 1935 In 1929 be was tansered te Consion and 
Semaine thre wnt 1932. When the pant was shutdown 
hereturaed to Copper Cif and retureed 0 Coniston fom 
tie to time ual he was permanently wansered ete in 
1348, Dora mated a Copper Ci gr, Veronica ONE. 
They have fam of four, Tames, Lene and atk who 
were born in Copper CA, and Susan who was born in 
‘Coniston, Doriand retired ip 1972 and sll ives on Second 
‘Avenue. le son Lore and hit daughter Susan Chartier abo 
oth ive ia Coniston 


‘Borland and Veronica are in Coniston to say 





KIDD, J. Thomas 

Thomas Kidd and his wife Anse, font Mil, came 
to Coniston in 1922, He was the Principal of the Public 
‘School until he rire ove in Sudbur in 193, They came 

‘One of tele Sons, Teddy, was Kill in World War L 
‘Tet oer children; Fath Ela, Helen, Cleve and Ji 
‘ame Coaston wih thee parents in 1922. Jim and Cleve 
si postions in the Union movement Jim became 
Presiden of Local $98 Mine Mil, and Cieve ld postions 
ii several different inion i the Toronto a. 











Helene mario Ross Cores, nephew of CV. Cotes, 
Manager of Mond. Nickel Company” Ross worked a 
{Coniston fom 192610 1929. He moved to Copper CH ater 
the mere 

Tas be was called, was avery popular principal at 
{ae Pale School, He was responsible for producing many 
fine wholes and ahi that Scho, who ltr made 
‘ames for themselves in sports and ober es, 

“Some of LT: grandehidren il esd n Copper Ct. 


KIERSTA, Mike 

Mike Kita came to Canada from a farming vise 
called Perpow inthe Western Ukraine in 1927 and stared 
Lo vor athe Conistonsmeter a 1929. In 1933, be arid 
Sula Wasyenk who mar bom in Garon and raed où à 
Farm betwen Coniston apd Garon. They had one daughter, 





Sil, who was born and edie in Coniston and mari’ 
Robert Langs, sho anatve oft own. They now ese 
In Serbe 





‘Mike wosked thirty-three years in the Coniston smelter 
tsa sine loader and ban furnace motorman. He has bea 
‘esr for sometime now and they have moved to Souther 
(Oman to be soe fo thr Saghier ana grancetren, but 
SA mana thei amp on the Wahnapitae River Nike 
as always an ardent fisherman and sll spends meat his 

"Theres hardly à wedding or anniversary that goes by in 
{Coniston at which ths couple isnot present 


KILIMNIK, Frank 

Frank Kitmnik was born in à village cale Bialyposk, 
in the Province of Gaia, Avista, and came to Canada 
in 1911, sting in Band Rive. In 913, hen he Coniston 
Sel opened up, Frank got a ob withthe Mond Nickel 
Compan and came to work te 

in wife, Mary Asker, was born in a village called 
Porc inthe Prowse Of Gals, Auta, and same 
to Canada in 1913. She maried Frankia Coniston and 
‘aed a fay of out, Joseph, Annie, Walter and Sophie, 


















































Seed pop, nme Send 1 






Frank remained with the nickel company unt bis 
retirement in 1953 spending mos of hs time working inthe 
bine and charge Moor area of the Coniston ameter. He 
ou often remind hs hiden of he hardtipe that the 
amily wen trough inthe ery day suchas etwelv our 
work day seven days a week, whe the wives were LE (0 
Took after te chien and in some instances, boarders, 
hop wood and cary’ water, tend tothe cows, pigs and 
kon tat mos fumes Lep to provide ik an food 
for thee upkeep. 

“ose and Walter fist followed thee father Sno the 
nickel istry bt ler pursued ober carers, Joe became 
2 main and sted nthe Kitchener Waterloo are. 
‘Walter went int the insurance busines and today pursues 
that career ta some extent Ana cose tobe a house 
Sophie wen into a nursing cares, and later mari and 
ow ines in Southern Ontario with er sand on à farm 
ee rand he faa 

sde hn msurance cage, Walter pursued an active 
carter inhi mia}. He served on the parish coun 
ai a meme of the Separate Schoo Board for a number 
Of years, and yas a councilor and à Mayor af Comision 
from 1953 (0 1986 Back in 949 he manage a ol am 
in Coniston, 











KIRWAN, Cornelius 

‘Cornelius Kirwan was born in Renfrew Count a 1876 
His fre ob asin lumbering camp, and he eventually 
turned to farming, For 1S yar he tod nea Vile Mare 
Que, where he wat marie in 199 to Natale Belanger 
‘Bein con the amily moved to Haeyeuy where 
‘Gon worked in am, Around LS, the family moved 
{oMaritay where the farmed and worked ia amberag 

{In 1900 Con washed by Mond Nickel nthe oneal 
a Coniston, and the al moved to Coniston 

The fay were al ace i the town, tn tet church, 
Our Lady of Mery and St. Paul's, and enjoyed the 
‘utdoos The outdoor satin rink diel eck provisos 








many hours of sting and hockey enjoyment fo al he 

Con wa an accomplished von layer and was frequently 
calle pono pl For dances He pasted hs talent on 19 
{oof his chldren, Alphonse and Cornea. 

‘When the concentrator was man in 1931, Con was 
teased o Copper Ci where he worked th talon 
parent an ltr à à conveyor operon At his time 
the Tam moved to Sabu. 

‘Con was retired in IMI and the continue to lve on 
‘esc Set unl the death of he wife Natal in 194. 
(Con moved back to Coniston and ede hare uni deal 

Gores and Nathalie had twelve cire, Thomas, 
Rachel, Margaret, Cecil, Alphonse, Cornelia, John 
‘Archie, Loretta, Yoonne, Mabel and Thomas 

"Thome was born in Vile Marie 190, marsed Jesse 
Downie of London. They had two children, Lloyd and 
Hele, Thomas worked for Ontario Hydro and was killed 
che Job in 1928 

‘Rachel was born in Vile Mare, mari Arthur Galant 
sho worked forthe CNR. They ad ope son Donald. Rachel 
Ged in 1972. 

Marga as bo in Vile Mars, arid Philip Sawyer 
who worked for the CNR, lived in Conon, then movsd 
Lo Capret. They had eleven children ~ Fes, Hubert 
Doreen, Veena, Maurice, Jose, Vela, Margaret Faye 
Par and Michael. Pip ida 1973 and Margate dd 
in 3. 

el as borin Ville Marie, married Bi Dufour and 
they had one dabhter, Shirley Cee ded in 19S) and Bil 
(id in 196. 

‘Alphonse was bor ia Halleybury, emained a bachelor, 
worked a Tomber jack ad labourer ad di in 1980 in 

“Come was bora in Haleybury in 1912, graduated frm 
Normal Schoo! in North Bay in 193, and aught one Sear 
in Northern Ontario She marie Jack Cresswell 1932 
‘they ed alter marie ves in Coniston. Thad 
‘eve children: Ronald worked for INCO, marie Viviane 
voi ad they had two children; Audrey mari Murray 
‘eno, they had sx children and ive ia Coniston Cary 
mared Shiey Young, they have four den: he works 
far INCO and thy livin Coniston; Father Dad Creswell 
À a pet in North Bay: Bran works for INCO, maid 
Sane Desai, they have for cure an vein Live 
Loren spine of school in Wario, Pe works 
for Bll Canada marre to Norm Bake and they have 
one son Tom. Coralia dled in 1977, Jak did in 1963. 

















Joba was bor in Hsileybury, maved Grace Shaw, i à 
caipenter by ade, and they have one son Terrance 

“Archie was born in Hatleybury, edveated in Coniston, 
Sudbury High School and Solar Hal, Nor Bay. He 
tended seminary in London and was ofdained pict a 
1944. Was principal at SeollaraHaly North Bay for yeas 
taht at University in Wario ands prose parish 
priest in Berm. 

Lorata was brs in Haleybury, educate in Coston and 
Sudbury. entered Sisters of St. Joseph in Peterborough in 
1985, and served fa various areas wth Sst. She is 
pren Superior at Marycrest in Peerborowsh, 

‘Yeone was bor n Mackay, marie Leonard Shean, 
they had i eldren and ae sl ving in Subuty. 

Mal was born in Coniston married Edward Clement 
and they bad eleven children. She moved 40 Tole, Oto, 
or after her mariage and sil ives tere 

“Thomas was born in Coniston, marred Audrey Nolan and 
they have chide. He worked fe INCO,tcted i 1982, 
and Ives a Lively 


KIRWAN, John 

Sohn Kirwan was bor in and his vif, Frances Ring, 
seas born in 1673 n Brodenel, Ontario. Before coming te 
‘Northern Ontario the family led in Vile Marie, Quebe, 
and in Haleyoury. 

“fol eae to Coniston in 1913 to work forthe Mond 
‘Nike! Company where be remained ntl i retrement in 
10M, There were fourteen cena he Kiowa fay 
His ont, Tom, Eddy and Mickey, worked in Coniston 
Eddy and Mickey later moved to Falconbridge and vers 





"roe ow ft igh Bly Kel, Mers Kitson. Second ro; 
(Kirwan) MeKeral Agatha (Kirwan) Gagnon, ican Kirwan, 
ra Kenan 0e BU Ke, Tom Kean, Ree ia, 





ined by brothers Jack, Conn and J.P whose all ame 
as Jsgph Paul JP Later went to work forthe Sudbury 
Sar and wa Circulation Manager. Mickey, Conn and Edd) 
made ter home in Fakonbriee. 

“Agatha, who became Mis, Hold Gagnon, Dan, 3? 
and Moly (Ms Ed MeKerral), amd Tom all ted ia 
onion, Tom was ater trasttred to Copper Ci and 








made his home tere. Jim and Jak ended up in Toronto. 
Baty became Mrs. Kely and sul in Nova Soda, Am 
seas Mr, Francis Foran and Marre became Mrs. True, 
oth of them ed ie Sudbury. Bar pursued a hockey 
Eater, was a member of the Detroit Red Wines, and 
‘ental sete in Doit 








‘John Kirwan passed away in 1989 and his wife Frances, 
in 941 Of he Yurtcnchdren, wo are lie: Con 
ho à steed from Falconbridge and sl resides in that 
Town and Margaret Truc who lve i Sudbury. Agatha 
Gagnon children, Harley, Carol and She, as wel as 
D wife lene and thee dar Sharon sll Ive in 
onion, Molly MoKerral’s two dates, Bonn and 
Margaret, ao make dcr home here, wile Ted vite 
Sean sll ves ia Sudbury and thar Soa Jin in Garson, 









KLEMP, William 

Wiliam Klemp was born in Arnpror and hs wife Freda 
rousman wat born in Pembroke, Ontario. They came 19 

"Wiliam worked for Canadian Copper Company pri 10 
hiding on wih the Mond Noel Company He was eapoyed 
‘ith Mond Nickel ara chemi 

"Te Klemps ha our shen: Wiliam Jr, who worked 
wi INCO lin Copper CLIT for many years and is now 
Feted; Helen who snow Mes. Leonard Ray and lives in 
‘Owen Sound: Marea who is Mes. RB. leveling, non 
à widow, and mates Barre her home: Jean, Mis. W-C 
Mean, residing in Lively 

Wills Klemp Sr. moved to Sudbury in 1931 with hie 
family He passed aay in 1982, and his ie rida passed 





KORNAGA, Paul 

Paul Koraga was born in 186 the farming vilage of 
Choro. then Aus, now the Uline, came 1 Canada 
{a 9h! with te intention of earning enough money to buy 
ame lad and return hone to hs wife and daughter, He 
‘Worked in Vitoria Mine and later Conon until the 
“epresion dns st which tine he bécane unemployed along 
‘wth many others. 

Paul Was an active lay preacher inthe Ukrainian 


m6 





community at Our Lady of Mercy Church during the period 
en na lymen re valable. le nvr dd cum enough 
money rem oh Uraie- As as customary in tse 
‘days te nikel company ever da reir any ofthe oder 
ten after a layoff. Paul was fored 0 ork forthe town 
wages on which i war fiat to maintain one et 





An 1934, while crossing Minto Stet in Sudbury, Paul was 
sxruk down by an atom and ile. The anes was 
anse to wie by slave rente, Some of Conson's 
‘arly ken sl remember Pal a do ir clos relatives, 
Pet an Jo Sto, Rose Banas, Natasha Sack an 
Paul Beh, 





KOSTANIUK, Myron 

Myron Kostaiuk was bor in Kudrinc inthe Western 
Ukraine a was his wife Katherine Myron came to Canada 
in 909 and sete in Winnipr and Katherine cae in 1912 
fd thy wre marred in 1913. They had four hldren, 
Mars. Kosy, Peer and Olga, 

‘Myton worked on many jobs in Canada, as labourer, 
on the CNR ralvay, tuber camps, coal mine, fireman 
And hoisting engineer. 

in 1900 the fey moved the Sudbury area din 1925, 
Myton wont to work for the Mond Nickel Company i 
CCoalston where he Family made thet howe. 


‘Std eo ip: Kathrine Mary, Mon Stasi 10 








At 1e Kostanuk children attended elementary schoo! in 
mio Mary attended Coniston Continuation Scho! and 
‘rset antnein sports. Now Mrs Kardash, Mary became 
‘hoo! racer, Journalist and school tue, hang 
fompleted 12 years ar a rate ofthe Winspes School 
our. Koay went onto the University of Manitoba and 
was à teacher, journalst and co-op manager. Peter is 3 
Ted acount. Ole, now Me. Rigby, went on 1 the 
Universi of Manitoba and worked st needle trades, and 

The ete Roca Family were ative members inthe 
Uiisnian Labowrtamer ‘Assocation They attended 
‘UrruanSchool an ook mins, drama an cing. May 
Fecal the dieu tes hat her father Bad 4 ing 4 
Oren à sion of he workers this area during his Years 
withthe nickel company” À dedicated organizer, Myron lost 
Ai job on account of his our aces. 

‘ter the os of hs Jobin Conon, th amy moved 
‘ck 10 Winnipeg, where Myron worked from 1932 a à 
amy lan supervisor and then as ful yard manager 
bf the People's Co-operative ua is retirement 105. 

Sc Pr nas à member ofthe Macken Papa 
Rain fighting the Spanish Ci War a 938 and was 
soude there while Kost) was inthe Arn and Ol Was 
Inthe Al Fore ia Worl War I 

Myron ded a 1980and Katherin in 98 Ath chien 
ain Winnipeg with the exepion of Olgt who resides 
in Toronto. 








KULIKOWSKI, Stanley 

Stanley Kulikowsk cameo Canada 1911 from tou 
cals Tymbowii in the Province of Cala the Uri, 
then under Atria ue He wed inthe Cy of Winnpe. 
His mf, Naa Sisk, was bor in Choro a be same 
part ofthe aire Sh came to Canada ia 1914 and also 
Seated in Winnipeg, Stanley and Nastia were marie in 
WWinnpe. Theis wo chen, Maryan Bil were born 





In the early 1920s they decided to move est and came 
to Conton where Stanley war employed by tbe Mond 
Nickel Company. While in Coniston, ther youngest 
Caught, Hen, was bore. 

‘Stanley remained ith the Mond Nickel Company and 
later INCO working inthe meter nthe furnace parent 

"The Kulikowsh ciden grow up and were educated in 
‘Conon: May, Who snow Mis. Brow, resides Patrol. 
Dill work the lke dust. He and bis wie and thei 
family moved Hamilton. He ow teed, Helen now 
Ms. Rand and reds in North Ba. 

Sans second wife wa Anni Yalowiha. They had wo 
chien, Torn and Jun, Tom worked forte CNR snd now 
feds la Southern Ontario, Jean married and ves où the 

‘Stanley moved to Southern Ontario afer his retirement 
and is now desea’ 








KUTASH, Stephen 

Sepen Kuta first came to Canada in 1911 sting in 
the Ottawa area, Evenly he moved to Sudbury and as 
‘mplojed with the CNR as à slgnaman 

Th 1007, he maria his wife, chers, in Sudbury. A 
seat later the moved to Coniston and took up residence. 

Sicphen transfered tothe St. Cloud Staton 

He paved an active role adh Ukranian Community in 
Conlon, which wae quite args community. He was ative 
{nthe drm goup, an for sometime aed histor 
Othe Ukrainian language to youngsters of Coniston 

‘Stephen and Micalena Kaas had one daughter, Sc 
Se was born and ut in Colston La the Pubic and 
Continuation School. 

“As al alway work, hee comes atime when one 
mu move on if not for tecnica reason, then fr 
[hancement of ones ace, New tectolony was developed 
‘which meant tat atonaticsignale wee intaled. As à 
{est Steen was transferred to Toronto along with bis 
‘eal 

‘Sela de now known as Mrs. Yorask and resides in 
Inngton, «Suburb of Toronto. 

‘Steen pased aay in 193 and his wife il elds in 
‘Torte but pedal vist thisaea where er ster and 
ome other reaver sl ve 
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Stephen Ka Stl (Kut) Vu Mal Kush 











LADURANTE, Albert 


Albert Ladurane, ave of Sudbury, came to Conon 
in 192% Hi wie, Jane Florence Harmon, born sa Nair 
Cut, came 10 Coniston with er parents ln 193. Her 
‘opened. Albert and Jane were married in 192 by Father 
“raies, and rased a family of two, Roy and Margaret 

‘Moe’ was plumber working forthe company ni is 
serment in 1964, 

The children attended the Coniston Separate School and 
{he Coniston Cantnuaton Schoo. Both the parents and 
thei cilven were members of Our Lady of Mercy Catholic 








iS 


“Their son Roy was inthe RCAF inthe Second Weald War 
from 1945 to 1847. He went to work at Inco asa ter. He 
[ow retired and lives in Noelle 

Margarets maviod, manages a chun store, and makes 
het home in St Catharines, 

“The Liduraies moved fo Stinson to their otage alter 
Aber’ reiremen in 1968. At the age of 62, Jane passed 
avan 1967. After hie wife's death Alber moved 10 
‘Gogama and passed avay in 1978 at the age of 73 

















AFONTAINE, Lionel 
Lionel Lafomaine was born in St, Cares, Ontario, as 
was his wife Jeanette Atel, In 193] the Lafontaines moved 
{o-Coniton where Lionel was employed bythe Internat 
Nickel Company inthe smelter. 


Late rh Den, Dan Anat, Lonel, Marc. Richard 
Gan Hen Rona 


‘There were seven children in the Lafontaine family. 
Marcel was born int. Charles and Dele, Caire, Richard 
Daniel, Ronald and Hennette mere ora in Coniston, The 
ren grew up here and attended Coniston Separate 
Éoot 

‘Marcel joined hi father at INCO and makes hi home 
lives in Wahnapitac, Richard works for National Grocers 
and lives in Conlsten. Dane! fs abo employed by INCO. 
Ronald now makes his home in Orta, Henri Ives a 

Jeanette Lafontaine passed away in 1986, Lionel 
continued 10 work for'INCO, fist in the converter 
parent and later on the charge fot ia the furnace 
department, He rized fn 1971 and passe aay is 1974 


LAFRANCE, Napoleon 
[Allumette Ine at Chapens, Quebec, was the biehpace 
of Napoleon Lafance in 1872, His wife, Rosa Allard wa 


Dom there ao: They both tended schoo and were married 
there 

The loging industry beckoned andthe coupe moved to 
Pembroke were Aurore (Ms, Clovis Over) Arthur Leo 
and Evelyn (rs. Wied Bra) were bore 

"In 1908 the Lafrances moved fo Vitoria Mine where 
Napoleon wea fo work forthe Mond Nickel Company and 
they remained there uni 1913 when the plant was closed 
down and the people were moved to Coniston: While in 
Victoria Mine, thee were two more cire born, Dorothy 
and Lamy, and in Coniston, Flora. now Mra, Jerry 
Mecabe), Hubert (ck) and Anta (gow Mrs. Norman 
Barazzsl) were born. Al the nie cldren stended the 






‘ona Coin, Rose & Napoleon Lefranc, Adar lard 


Aurore, the olet daughter, worked at Pl Bushee 
Shop on Second Avenue crus from the Post Office. She 
mari Alfred Prevost, and afer his death she remarried 
and became Mrs. Clove Olivier. They lived on Second 
‘Avenue ami Clovis ceuired, They ar now both deceased 
and their daughor Mae resides North Bay 

"Tuer son Arthur left fo lve in Dette and then later 
moved bark to Canada and worked for Noranda Mins, 
there he retro and his since passed vay 

For those who follow hockey story, You wil cal he 





are of Leo Laftance who played with the Sudbury Junior. 
Iter went to, rogues Falls, and then to the Montreal 
Callens in he te. Leo Joined the other Coniston 
hockey res a the time of the opening of the Coniston 
Arena. Heresies in Duluth, ad his year wll be 80 years 
a 

Evelyn and Dorothy both went a Teachers College and 
Food ha peofesion. Evelyn mared Wife (Bul Bray) 
tod ved Coniston wo Willed was taneered Lo 
‘Copper Cu. Sh presently residing Sudbury. Doro 
farted Reniso "Dado Olver, ved in Falcone, and 
they now reside in Stead 

arty Lane married Loretta Young from Garton, 
worked for INCO a an clic, reed on an eaty 
Reason, and now resides im Minnow Lake Lat Wat 
fntussaetbout hockey, and a good plier who pve 
forthe Sudbury Wolves and was onthe Memorial Cup Team 
feign 

Flora became Mrs. Jerry MeCabe and ives in Kirk 
Lake Huber (Bach) worked in Garson aa eeu fe, 
Joined the RCAF, and was kled ins plane era. Ania 
‘bits, Harazzoo), vounges ofthe Lafrance family, re 
An Contton and bas a family of four 

‘Napoleon Lalance, for many years a foreman inthe 
meter, ended his working cfeer wih INCO retin in 
1937. Napoleon was well known fori dy walks and was 
ao Bo dwn by a er whe ang one ofthese 
al one dy. He never al recovered from that accident 
And pased sayin 1985. Roalepased away in 1968 




















LALONDE, Ferdinand 

Ferdinand Lalonde was born in 189 in Rockland, 
‘Ontario. He ended up inthe St. Charles rea where ia 1913 
Le mari Mare Jenne Richer, That same Yer he ane 





few years Tater he went farming in the Hagar ara after 
Ieeving Coniston 





Front ro Lt rs Loi, Bertha & Raoul. Second rom eft 
‘ong Er, Cle, Frans, Mat me, Fmd 


By 192, he got tre of farming and came back 10 
‘Coniston a the Mond Nickel Co. here he remained for 
ver 30 years. He spent most of ns ie in the furnace 
Separtment an, rom 1929 unt his reiemen ia 198, be 
as a foreman on the charge lor 

There were 16 cidren in the family. Atte time of bis 
rarement there were sl 12 of he children ting. Six boys 
and st gris, Ulric, Armand, Maurice, foe, Raoul, end 
Louis, The gi were: Fiele, Mona, Rerande, Care 
Roanne and Bertha Five of the bon followed his footsteps 
and went to Work he nlckel industry. ire, Armand and 
‘Maurice re now aed. Raoul works a Falconbridge and 
Tous works for INCO. Joe docs maintenance work with 
the Co-Opertors Insurance Association. All the boys 
residence Sudbury are, Joe ives in Coniston andi c= 
en sports and community affairs. Fuel marie Primo 
(Cerantla and res in Sudbury, Mona ws Bret Tonia’. 
if and mov deceased. Femande married I. Tonle and 
{hey le in Coniston. Claire is Ms. Je clair and resides 
ia Sudbury, Rosanne is Mrs, Louis Cement and Les in 
Hanmer and Berta s Me. R Levesque and also les in 

Ta 147 the family moved out of Coniston and into 
Sudbury. Jeanne passed way in 1953 and Fernand in 
1959, 





LALONDE, Ovila 

(nila Lalonde was bora in Clarence Creek, Ontario, in 
1887. waste som of Pete and Aurelie Lalonde. iter 
the death of his mother, the fan of five boys moved To 
St Chats ia 1902 

“one wife Aldina vas born in St Alber Ontario 
her of Lui and Angelique Lever in 189, hr Fay 
‘moved to Se. Charles where se me Ov some esate, 

“They were mared in 1912 and shorty afterward moved 
Lo Sudbury tothe area known a “Lite Bala 1913 
{hey moved to Conlon where Ov worked forthe Mond 
[Nickel Company He wa alo the caretaker for Notre Dame 
{ea Meri Catholic Church living nthe house on church 
property. Father Coalhr vas par priest atthe time 

Tn 1919 the ail moved to Hagar ot farming, but 
returned 1 Coniston in 1922 and Ovi was rehired tthe 
"lier working there nt the eas of 1929. He wa hen 
transfered fo the newly constricted concentrator snd the 
new owners, INCO, and he remaimed there unt his 
érement in 1952, 

Ta 928 Le fay moved from Old Coniston to Romford 
on à 160 are Farm aan south ofthe rally tracks. This 
usa ring and cest farm with SOD chickens, à 
‘owe; $ hope and they produced vob cops, rai and 
"Benga large fly, there were many helping hans 
“The complete family then moved to #8 Edward Stren 
Coniston In 1933 and were tare unl Ova pase’ ay 
1986. Alaina died in 1972, 

"The fal consisted of fie boys and aie gis and they 
scattered to different cespations and way of ile 
scan, He was employed bs INCO for several seas, elt 0 
practice his trade es welder and body replran, and Was 
Employed by Empire Motors asa cost estimator and body 
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sop foreman unl hi retirement in 1978. He resides in 
Sodbury 

‘Cele the oles gi, marie L. Taser in 1935. She was 
housewife living at 90 Edward Ses, here they ested 
air husband passed away io 192, They raised fay 
fax chlren. Coal Is preselytving 1 Sudbury 

"The second cles boy "Aurel, also worked for INCO, 
Jeatng fo work forthe KVP Company in Espanta in 1988 
fr an coran In 1954, Aurele moved his Fami to 
Sue: Tens to work a entr fra pager company 
la 1958 be transferred do Missoula, Montana a 
‘iperintendect ofthe ctrl department. He's vin 
Mrs with his ile, the former Elle Walker, and hey 
ave à fal of five ddr. 

icy worked x à clerk inte JS. Jean Grocery Store, 
an for Michaud Pharma, in Corson. She maria ene 
Mate n 1340 They lve in Coniston fora short hie and 
are ns in Sudbury. They rased fay of four eilren 





Ke? : 


‘Front row eft 10 right; Flonanne, Louis, George, rene, Mosher 


‘hee, rain Teor le Sel Laos 
Lorenzo mari Florence Simon in Warren in 1942 and 
Me now Ive in. Chelmsford. They were involved in 
{his munipal fora numberof yeas. In 1967 he was 
‘candidate in he provineial leon. They raed thee 
“hlten and he ls dow reed from INCO since 1978 
to Tom Hebert They have ive children. Asa Br she worked 
for Singer Sewing Machine Company and Simpeo’s a a 
seing teacher. 

“Jeane marie Milton McLaughlin nd for many yeas 
lived in Baile where Mion was a member ofthe RCAF 
“Thay have five children and presently vein Celso 

“Gactane trained asx mue it St: Vien de Pa 
Hosp in Ottawa and worked for Doctor Por, and also 
at. Josep’ Hospital, unt her mariage to Wi 
aneur ia Coaison in 1048. Thy have sven cher, 

“Xavier completed his schooling and joined the RCAF in 
1947, serving asa Pilot Officer ul 1983, He hen worked 
for Ball Telephone. In 1986 he mardi Ehnor Pandke, 
lived in North Bay unt returning to unes to compete 
seduction, thea aught hgh school in Sault Ste. Marie 
and present} teaching and Wing in Espanola. They have 
five chieen 

Eveline riduted from Univers in Orta in 1949 and 
taht school in Sudbury, Ota and Toronto, In 1969 be 


mo 





resume to university and graduated witha BA. degree 
She now rer and residing in Sudbury 

Tren graduate at à Roger Nue [om St Joseph 
Hospital in 1953, married, as thre chides, and is 
presently Ing in Soar 

‘George marie Rejeanne Lamothe in Sudbury in 1953 
sand ved on Romford Road fr one yer. He worked for 
NCO in Conon aad at the ron Oe Pantin Copper CE 
Unt eat retirement on a diabty penson due to back 
Anis received in his ees Sears of employment at INCO 
An Canson. They have six children and present vein 

Fiorianne seed her teacher's cerifcate from the 
University of Otte i 1986 ang oo! in Ole à 
present teaching tn Sodbury ia special education. Married 
In oe to Bob Fournier, now deat, ete mother 
‘ot one child and living in Sudbury, 

Loue as graduated from University of Ouava as a 
‘Spe married Guy Naulen 1985 they ave five len and 
reside in Sudbury 


LALONDE, Xavier 

Xavier Lalonde was bor in Rockland, Onto. Hs wife 
Florentine Laroque as born im Wendover, Ontario. Boh 
families sted inthe St. Charles are. 

Xavier same to Coniston in 1923 to work fr the Mond 
Nickel Company and Florentine came 0 Conlston ia 1922 
‘Nocl, Stella, Felix, Philippe and Alfred, all bor in 
Conon 





‘ack row fr ght Land, Fa, Gas, Nol. Mar, Pipe 
‘Pron row tog Sls, Kono, Xe, lr Lalo 


‘Gracia became Mrs, Menard and was à choo! teacher, 
gt morkd for INCO, Noel was an deli the hospital, 
Sls "became Ma. Lapointe, Fex and Phibppe both 
Srorked for INCO. A ls an auditor with Revese 
Quebee 

“Xavier as since posed away and so hat Xyue and 
Phlippe Everyone with te excepoom of Alle sl ress 
in rar. 





LANDRIAULT, Philippe 

Philipe Landriaut was born in Queo, Quebec. His wife 
lain St Chars Ontario. They ew up inthe Se 
“ares are and went to school there. 

"Thy came to Conlon inthe Mond Nickel days and 
Philippe was employed wid the nickel company, He was 
‘played a à brakeman fr à number of Yar. 

“here wee seven children f he Landsat family, six 
‘of them born ia Conitton = Leo, lian, Irene, Getade 
Rhea, Php Je, Linda, the youngest was born it 
Sudbury, Te children grew up and were educated at Our 
indy of Merey School, Some of them marred and made 
fcr bomen Conston. Two the bose the are, hes! 
moved ta Toronto. Philippe Jr son sesies in Chicago 








Stead wit net Cou, en 
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Philippe passed away in 190 and is wife En 

Daughter Lilian, whois Mrs, Joe Gautier, ti ies a 
Coniston, and 0 doce Gertrude who is now Mrs. John 
CCorantla Tene, who is Mrs. Cush, made her home in 
“Como for mimber of ears and no resides in Sudbury 


LANGLOIS, Alfred 

Alfred Langlois was born in Faraham, Quebec in 1907. 
Hewat one of 17 hr, Me moved wih stay during 
‘World War to Southem Saskatchewan and then o Copper 
Ci, and to Coniston in 1909 He joined the Copper Chit 
Police Force bat worked mos in Coniston, 

Aired marre Simone Robinca in 1932 and they ted 
in Coniston He lo spent number of years working out 
‘tthe shops in the Coniston smelter where he Beare 
involved wih union active, This led him to Becoming 2 
Puces agent for Local 503, Mine Mil, and Iter tbe 
Plumbers Union. 

"he family moved to Sudbury in 198s. 

‘Alfred was permanent died an industrial ecient 
in 1967 and did in 1981 

“They ha four crea: Bob, Berard, Jack and Mar. 
ob teaches Scarborough ands mare to Stella Kerr 
fof Coniston. Bernard maris Mary Argentin of Coniston 
fd isthe manage prtaerof Thorne Riddl, Chartered 











Ale Lani. 


‘Accountants in Sudbury, Jack mared Vivian Lafrane of 
Sodbury and fsa Chico Audi with Revenbe Canada, 
They tne in Val Caron. Mark à a Core Genera 
Accountant with Revenue Canada. He mated Mary El. 
Mean and they lve fa Sudbury 


LaPRAIRIE, Medric 
Maire LaPraci was the tenth child of Louis Napoleon 
Lara and Oltine Dupuis. Med parents moved fom 
Montreal to Lafontaine, Ontario, about 1868, Med vas 
om Apr 1, 1885, and baptize Inthe Parish of Sante 
Croix, Lafontaine, Ontario, which wa only a mien of 
PPenetanguisnene, inthe er 1490's, parents and lon 
moved fo Vernet, Ontario, and sted on fre i the 
‘Township of Badgeron 
“Ava young tan, Med ft ome to work aa eater, 
nd, with ea love or horses, be ally seed ithe new 
nd upcoming mick! smelter town of Coniston With is 
‘ober Loulsin 1911, an they ran ther owe iver) stable 
Ta 1913, Made maid Orie Bouraoit of Verner. 
‘Ate he departure of hs brother Lous in 1914, Medic 
moved 0 à new locaton in town and add the coal and 








wood business. Business was prosperous or sme ar unt 
{he depression came esting Inthe closing ofthe smelter 
A great amount of cra was exended and never collected 
Ine early 1990's Med bought struck and continued 


general hain forthe town and the International Nickel 
‘Compan. 

‘Medi and Ozine raised a fai nine, ight Boys and 
‘one sit ildor I. Omer, Paul, Lucen, Leo, Gdor I, 
Soseph, Mare and Maurice. Gilder, he fs of he nine, 
sed vay in 1920. Omer followed in hi father's footsteps 
ind ook over the business, while Pat, Lucien, Clon (+ 
Sei and Joe worked in the ck! industry Léo ended op 
‘working for Ontario Hydro and seed in Sincoe, Maurice 
Ford at numero ob nthe ae, we Mare maried 
and à sin Coniston 


Paul, Lucien Joe and Matric are no longer wt us, but 
considerable umber of the new generation of LaPraes 
fave taken tel place. Med heritage of very work it 
Sill carted on For years, Omer cari on in his father's 
footsteps and of late mad on the mans to is son 
‘Richard nealing the early das, Omer remerabers is 
father having a horse called Prince whose only Job was te 
beretdy to drive Dr. Cameron on house cal Lo deliver 
abies. No daube many inti town owe their existence 10 
{he speed with which Prince and te doctor got around. It 
x ifun to Know how lone Meds’ work wil carey on 
Jn the family. The LaPraiie name wil no doubt be around 
{Coniston Tor many yeas to come. 


LAYCOCK, Vincent A. 
Vincent Laycock was a ati of Hull England. His fe, 
Maud Barker, was bora la Middlesbrough, England Their 
first son, Lawrence, was born in London, England. The 
Family came to Canada in 191, fest eine in Toronto. 
‘Vincent was a dcorator and carpenter D tae, a WHER 
he spent working fora number of years in he Toronto ae, 
His davsiter Marose and Marion were both born in 
“Toronto. Te Laycock ame to Coniston the at 1930 
Thai on Lawrence married tree Teller, à Coston g 
Marjorie mamiel Roger ‘Martin, so vel known In 
Coniston, and Marion became Mrs. Fred Vellow. 
Vincent Laycock paved sway in January of 1945. His son 
Lawrence worked im the ickel industry as a miner and 
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carpenter, and was alo an accomplished musiian and 
mener of the Musca’s Union. He was an ave member 
‘rine Coniston Cred Union, and he and his wile Tene 
belonged to St Paul the Aposte Catholic Church. Marion 
worked with the Anglican Church Women’s Group of Al 
‘Sains Anglican Chueh fa Coniston 

Maud Laycock panel away in 1979, and her yon 
Lawtence pased away in 1982 

Marjorie makes er home i Sudbury and Marin lives 


LECLAIR, Emmanuel 

Emmanuel Lecale was born in Matta, Ontario, and 
his wif, Marie Duchesnea, was from Gaspé a, Que 

"The Lectais oily seid in Victoria Mine in 19, 
and in 1913 were transferred 0 Coniston 

‘Mate and Erman had fot den, Ph and Blanche 
‘were bora in Vitoria Mine, Evene ad Pre were bor ib 
Coniston 

manne had lng cree with the nikal industry 
working at Victoria Mine fom 1911 t0 Coniston i 1980, 
the year of rarement For many ears be was faiay 
Soh behind the trot ofthe No, 29 locomosie gong fll 
‘Speed ahead fom the CPR siding o make the il up he 





‘Seated left 0 ahs Robert Lele, Shey Lala, Emmanuel 
fit ety ey rnd Ae Sng 
scl rt Bose se Ses id 









































plant with fellows lke Sam Zahorouski and George 
Eersbed shoveling inthe coal 

“Toe Leia een have remained in the are. Phi 
worked atthe ameter as a foreman, Ph son Rober = 
lin the Sudbury area whl is daughter Shirley ves in 
Simcoe Blanche mari Cal Sue, Coniston ld. Thee 
daughter, Geraldine, à Mes Rival and ives ia Cosson 
Ther 20 Sonn leon the are 

romans youngest son, Fred, worked in Coniston and 
‘Copper Ci in several department and then be became à 
‘ad emis in Copper CUI. Fred and swe Vere Hues 
ad ie chilren Bevery Brand livia Montreal, Gary 
‘ea machinist and lesa Val Therese, Judy Sptevood à 
ln Coniston, Sandra Gervais i ts Sudbury, and Dorothy 

Eveline mad Andy McLean in 192. Andy ad come 
10 Canada from Sealand fora vacation, isovered he 
very neetng aren and never went bck, He went 0 work 
Tortienickl company and was employed at diferent jobs 

vaine and Andy ras a family of ven chien: Don, 
Andy Je, Jey, Carnet, Bil, Eibel who Is now 
Grimard, and Joyce, who i now Ms. Norm Johnson 

vane and son Bil bave sine passed avay. Andy and 
à number ofthe eidren ae sl inthe are, 














LECLAIR, Eugene 
[Eugene Lecir, mative of Matawa, came 1 Vitoria 
Mines to work forthe Mond Nickel Company in March of 
1910- He marie Rosa Leblanc of Wal and they hid 
family of Get. Two of thowe children, Edward and 
‘In 1913 when the Mond Nickel Company moved 10 
Coniston, the Leclair family id thew. Ther other 
les, Albert, Florence, Lawrence, WII, ene and 
Âldese, were born in Coniston 
Roa pated away in 1925 and Eugene left withthe 
fu task of rang eight sal een 
Four of Eugene's sons followed bi into the nck! plant, 
‘Alber, Edward, Wild and Aldge. Lawrence Took ‘0 
“Eugene was a vie of the tragic bus accident in 1951 
wea the CPR tsi hi us mg im ad à namber of 





hie workmates coming off the graveyard shift at the 

Conlon ser 

(Mis Antonin ess a Copper Cif, Florence, ho 

Stati Benne Bes, ves in Sudbury, Wild now reed 

ives in Coniston, ene, who marie Has Henderson, no 

makes her Dom in Sudbury, and Alege lives in Walden 
There area number ofthe Lela descendane sl ving 


LEDUC, Maxime 

Maxine Led wis born at Veuve River near Warren in 
1662 bat was rated in Pembroke, His wile Erling 
Roblrd was a native of Sudbury born in 1888. They were 
‘ard ar, Anne's Church a Sodbury, October 7. 1907, 
nd bevan che mated Ue at Romford, the sae farm now 
‘ned by another Coniston pioneer, Nis. J. Armatone 
‘They ved onthe Romford farts nil 1920 an then ved 
{ato Coniston proper and lve on Caruso Sire 

"While ving i Coniston, Maxime worked forthe Mond 
[Nickel Company at the ster for some tine. He aso 
‘orked asa same with hie cam of ores hang all 
ind of mate One f those obs was hauling stoves to 
‘alld Our Lady of Merey Church is Coton. Tare were 
other men who had teams of horsey in howe day and 
Storked wah Maxime, These were men ike Antoine 
Gravel, Joseph Base, Eur Fournier and Moderic 
pris, Thee same men, tir teams of horses, 
helped to Bld the Garon Conion Road, 














There were fourteen children in tbe Leduc family, nine 
boys and fie gis, Three boys ded as infants. They were 
A born ether in Romford or Coniston. They were Ale 
the olde, Elza, Louise, Wile (wove nickname Was 
Feo), Abert was called Cigar, Gorge as called Garon, 
ret, Reginald Maey Jan, Yete and Aime, nicknamed 
Tin, was the youngest 

émane played an active role in the community, was a 
mie and was called at al hour of the da) an night 
Le hi deliver babies along with D. Cameron and Johns. 
She ao active im charch work and always eady1help 
fnyone, especialy he sik 

A her daughter Lore recalls, "Coniston was a very 
{good towa fo grow up in. We have very 00d memories of 
‘Suryouth, Roush newer alse ina ume of depression, 
tre were much happier people because everyone Pape one 
other. No one was greedy and shared what they Rad 
important to have good neighbours and Tends. 

‘When Mame and Emeline ered, they Bought small, 
farm thre mils from the vilage of Wahapiiae and lived 
there, Maxime passed avay ia 1964 and Erin ip 1970. 

here are stil number ofthe Leduc famly tthe area 
‘Lovet and her brother George tl side on the parent's 
farm outside of Wahnapiae 











LEMIEUX, Rene 

Rene Lemieux was born on farm sear Ouawa in 1893 
and moved with bs Fami 1 farm att. Chaves. From 
An ar age, he spent bs winters inte bush and summers 
On de farm, Hi frst semure fo other work was in 1921 
Wien he was hired on with the Mond Nickel Company, 

tis nor car why Rene moved to Coniston. Perhaps he 
no longer wanted to farm or he wanted to provide a better 
Tite for hie wife, Rose Gorse. He spent ver 35 years 
working in Coniston. 

They had two sons, raed and eeated in Coniston 
‘Aurela, the oldest was wil the RCAF during World War 
1e maris à Coniston gi, Rica Ruddy, ater the war 
fd sited in tava where he worked forthe poveramen 
‘The younger son, Armand, ue out to be an excelent 
hockey payee. He played inthe American League. Aer 
bis hotkey creer ended, he came bck to Coniston and got 
Ab atthe plat, For many seas he Worked inthe carpenter 


‘hop. He married à Coniston pif, Letsia Marcon, and 
Fase tree childen, Armand spent x great deal fis time 
Coaching youre hockey payer 


wir 





Rose pase aay in 1952. Ree continued to works the 
mel bere De pent some 22 yeas asa foreman in the 
Sintering plant unt heart conden sldelined him and he 
‘eed om db periode 1988. 

‘Rene contd olive in Coniston unl he passed avay 
in i964, Mis son Acnand and his family sl reside In 
Coniston, Aurel, who bas à tam of three boys, is now 
feted and lives ia Ota, 


LIBRALESSO Family 

[At the tender age of two yeas, Mara Caverson ft her 
‘bile of Foes Linen in aly wt her parents (Pasquale 
and Row) aad arsed in Contion is 1913. 

“Tien year later Enero Patra) Libralesso who was 
born in Morgano, aly in 190] came to Coniston where he 
Worked for Mond for one year then to Sait Ste. Marie 
Where he worked forthe Algoma Ralload, Distance was 
to obwtate for trclove and Ercstocouted Maia, maria 
Pr and rene] with be to the Sul. Aga Vas born 
Fire I 193 they came to Coniston where Ernesto vent 
to woth forgo: Here he was dubbed "Pati by his ends 
And he stayed the sme unl ls rerement 






rot ro ket 10 right Even, Dr. Back row Ie rit 
‘rms ange Sar bac. 


‘Thre more children bled tel ives; Evelyn (Ms Léo 
Coauvreau) Dorina (M. Aube Hughes) and Joseph 
{mari to Phyllis McLeod). Moser and ren receive 
that education athe Coniton Separate School and Ernesto 
had been to school in Italy: The ehiren furthered ther 
fducation atthe Conston Continuation School, Sudbury 
Business College, St Elizabeth School of Nursing, Se 
Charles College and Otiawe, Carlton and Laurentian 
Universes, Angela i a private secretary with Canadian 
External fais while Evelyn is a superior at Revenue 
‘Canada, Doreen i a Registered Nuse and Joseph (Joes) 
À manager of Smith Transport. 

‘When Maria recalled ber ldhood days se remembered 
tne dente bushland andthe smal dental area of he new 
boon town 

‘Mati essed say in 1970 followed shortly atervard by 
meso in 197 























LIMARILLI, Giovanni 
Giovanni ‘Nanni’ Linaril was born in 106 in Rice 
‘Trento, ay. At twenty-one Years of age heared ih 
Coniston in 1928, where he was employed by Inco ual his 
rerement i 1988 
In 192 he married Anta Raldisra who was born here 
in IS. Thy were blessed with one daughter, Linda (ts. 
‘Nain et 0 schol in Rice and Anita recived her 
primary school edition at Our Lady of Mercy Scho! 
Linda atended Our Lady of Mery School, Marymount 
College and Laurentian University where she graduated at 
‘eather. The family church i Sc Paul the Apostle 
‘Arita pase ayn 1979 predeceased by Nan in 1976 


MacDONELL, William A. 

il MacDonel the “Man fom Glengarry", as he 
sas called, eae from Alexa with sparen 1893 
He started aa surface labourer wih the Canadian Copper 
‘Company tthe old Copper Cif and Stabe mine hat yur 
He boased of having ony evo Years of general high school 
slucation and no technical trining whatever. Yet he tose 
fn the ranks to à responsible potion. 

He was marie i 1907 and he and his wife Mary had 
two daughters and one vn, 

elon his ight arm an acident, was appointed cime 
Resp at ice, and hel that palin Fr at eus a 1900 
he severed is’ connection withthe Canadian Copper 
Company to join the Mond Nickel organization 2 à 
Storekeeper at Victoria Mine, He was shorty promoted 10 
account, and afew yeas itr vo Canaan secretary, à 
Pontion which he filed capably unt the merger of Mond 
‘te he International Nickel Company in 1928. He was hen 
‘made Canadian busines manager forthe Mon interest. 

‘On July 24, 1922, daring period ws Canadian secretary 
Lo Mond, be was responsible for saving large par of he 
company payrll during a robber. Dr. CV. Coles, 
manager, Hary Stephenson, paymater and be were 
Walking to the éme wth 828 500 payrll when 








ambushed by tre desperados. They ook of with $3,400 
Which Stephens was crying, but il Macon dropped 
‘he bulk ofthe money in the tll grave undeested 

For yeats he had ben te ight and man of Dr. CY. 
Gores, Mond’s Canadian manage, and fer the merger 
the general manager ofthe Consion smelter for INCO. 

bl rtd in September 1936 ater 44 Jers of service, 
‘and made his home in Toronto, However, he Gil make 
Frequent ists 10 Canon to renew ot seqasntances, 








MAIZUK, Fred 

Fred Maizuk came to Canada from the Ukraine as a 
young lad and vent to workin the nickel industry. He 
maried Volt Jacolof,z native of Lithuania. The made 
thee home a Colson, and rand a fai of four re. 
Helen, Joe, John and Bil 





“The children went through the Conbton Separate School 
system. Te thee boys went nt the Mekal indus. Joe 
{hd Bl wet to work for Falconbridge Nickel Mines, and 
Jona worked for INCO. Hea marred and became Mis 
And Gobo, John worked atthe Gerson Mine and 
ped away a he age Of 24 

Fred seed in 1950 and did in 1951. Violet remained 
in Coniston for a bomber of years and then moved to 
Sudbury where she lived uni se pasted away i 1968 

“oe, now ried, ves in Sudbury, Bl makes is Rome 
n't Cloud Road outside of Wabnapitae, and Helen Ives 
in Coniston 


MALONE, Phi 

[No story about this community could be considered 
‘complete withou some mention afte old man whose 
ame nas Phil Malone, on whore tombstone appeared the 
tates [875 to 195. 

‘Pil nas of rst tack, born onthe farm at Bruden! a 
tn Oral 190$ Piet he farm ad went north 
fo the Cobalt aes. A numberof avr mies were eng 
Into production and he worked from pace to place, never 
too tone and never too Seay: 

Ta 1913 when the Mond Nickel Company started the 
smelter in Connon, Phil found his way to Coniston and 
Sule on some land between the Od Garson Road and the 
Talay damond which (gay would be on te noth sde 
‘Of Highyay 17 Here he avale abit of the and He ad 
‘horse and fora numberof years worked, when he wanted 
For at ploughing gardens and Malin Wood for some ofthe 






people in Conision. He never asked for anything from 
Ehyone, but id enough work to earn a few dors 10 
Min is Keep, From et tie, after eu his ose, 
fe dug gardens by hand 

He was a fiend ofall the youngsters in Coniston and 
many à boy and gt heading for be blueberry bls beyond 
Phils te taie woud sop by and chat and share is bread 
And butter or whatever he had on Hand 

For forty yeas he vas content by himself, He pouesed 
no Be but was à happy man. He enjoyed visting and 

king with hiv  acguaitances from the Ouava Valley 
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Even after the sulphur fase devastate the area of 
egtation, he sl ve on his ann tie shack. When 
fes and old age cverook im, he at lodged io the ON 
‘Age Home in Blind Rive fora shor period of dane ut it 
‘vay woul he ean that establishment. He turned 
to Conston and his tle shack nd remain tee ntl one 
tay bis body vas discovered bya number of chlren who 
nade a day ua to check onthe well beg heir aged 
‘end 

Pl had no immediate Fami, but here was cousin in 
Sault Ste Mate His body was laced tors at the Garton 
‘Cemetery, simple cemem marker onthe grave. And even 
‘har was lodged by some vandals and todays body les 
nn unmarked grave. Peraps seme generous individuals 
wri sce otha thi vetted. But nevertheless he Hives 
Inthe minds ofthe ads once chen, whe enjoyed his 
Kindnes The cording inthe sory of Coniston wil 
preserve his memory Tarver. 











MARCON, Emilio 

Emilio Marcon was born in San Fir in Tees, lly in 
1900. Inthe pan of 1924 he emigrated fo Coniston were 
Bed on with Mond. fa 1929 be returned to aly where 
he maried Angels Spinaisé who was born fa Casello 
Roeunsuolo in Ru. hat same Yar Elio and his bride 
Fetured 10 Coniston where Lino (maried to Elzabeth 
Fase) was born in 193 the family moved to Copper CHU 
tree Elie work for Inco ut he reted in 1965 as 
à raneman. Norman (marred to Margaret McLean} was 
or here. 

"The pres were educated inthe loc school in tly and 

era schol and i's Academy in Cian, tly. 
The cllren tended Copper CHI Public and High 
Schools. Li ta svt engncer ing in Louisiana and 
Norman is «doctor ving in Toronto. Bot ee graduates 
Of Queen's Univers 

Elio peed say ia 1982. 








MARCON Family 

Pietro ‘Pee! Marcon was bor nan For Treo, Kay 
in 899 In 1912 became to Canada snd ate a te oath 
tour of the West he came to Mond in Victor Mine ui 
he rater thelr smelter in Conon in 1913.10 1918 
fe returned eo aly and while there he married Romana 
Modo agi fon Mis hometown who was bor ia 1995, 

Ta 920 Pete was back in Coniston, was retired by Mond 
and proceeded to prepare a home for hs wife who arrived 
paren 121 

“Tere were four cidre i the family Liberal ‘Siver’ 
arr to Rita Olver who bas just retired fom Iso as 
‘Toreman and who ler fo Coniston, Livia ON. Si 
Riva) who i à homemaker and also ives bere, Lets 
(Mis À Lan Lemieux) à homemaker residing in 
Conbson, and” Albino (maried 10 Sharon Cameron) 
enleve by a tucking fim, whe also isa Coniston 
sient, The hldren reseved tbl schooling at Our Lay 
Mercy Separate School and the Coniston Continuation 











Front ro ie; Lv, Albino, Romana, Lt Buck 0 


‘School. Our Lady of Mery and SL. Paul the Apostle are 
{he ay Churees 

‘ete rete from Inco in 1983, 

‘The Marcos encountered the same conditions that other 
carly sets found; name die roads, dense Bosh, no 
running water or eles, poor tansportaen, ee 

‘Romana passed sway in 1969 and was predeceased by 
ito In 196. 


MARTIN, Louis 

Lois Marin was born in Larder Lake, Ontario. His wife 
Ford Tbeaul wa native ofS Toh, New Brunswick, 
‘The couple mee marred in Fi, Ontario, 1901 

"Pere were fourteen hire nthe Mar fama: Cia, 
Aun, David Loui, Clara, Fiorence, Leonel, Alber, Visio 
Philipe, May, Roger, Elizabeth, Bibianne and George 

"The far ied in the Fe ata Tor some time ae ater 
in Rouyn, Quete, coming to Coton in 190, The chen 
sltended the Coniston Separate School. 


Front wef ih; Car, Eat, Lots lie, ition, 
‘Soret ac ow tris ert, rence, Dai, Can 
Phage Ma, Wor ns Roper à Leo! tain 


A numberof the Marin boys worked inthe Coniston 
smeter The olde, Davi Lou, rom nes red 
inte terrible train bos accident that occurred on Febrosry 
9, 1951, David led we dap later, leaving is wie Doak) 
fa ve young ren raneing ln age fom 41013 yeas 
from the graveyard shift tthe smelter on that $0" elo 
ero morning. Many more were hospitalized for very Ione 
Palo of tie. 

"Two ter sons. Philippe and Roger, grew up 10 be 
complied mins, Bot played nthe Coniston Band 
‘der he dei of Dan Totino, Philipe onthe clarinet 
and Roger on the trumpet Roger mained in the area; he 
mari Marjorie Laycock, and worked as acarpentr with 
INCO. Hered ands now deceased Pipe et he area 
10 stein Monreal 

George wat à Resiered Norte and worked inthe 
_Estendiare Nursing Home for several years before she and 
hor husband Frank Pare recently moved to Otawa 10 Be 
loser 10 their children and prandeen. 

Most of the Martin boys Worked for INCO. Albert 
ir er. She stayed at home and elpe hee mother with 
‘he younger chile. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Marin passed away, Lous in 1953 and 








MARTINELLO, Mario 

Mario Maral et Godego alin 1923 atthe age of 
22 and made is wa to Coniston in 924 whete Mand Niel 
Compas and à Jo said him, He remained employed 
there unl rarement from INCO asa Carpenter Shop 
Foreman in 1966, 

"Rena Oliver was born in Copper Chiff in 1911 and came 
to Coniston with her parents a an infant 





In 1927, Rena and Maro were marred at our Lady of 
Mere Chseh and no children were bor 1 he; Eigen 
Marty” marie to Cora Cevai and Tune, Mis N 
Fabre, 

Mario had received his schooling in aly while Rens 
aueaded Our Lady of Mercy Sciwol. The cldre's 
duetion was atthe Coniston Separate and Continuation 


187 





‘Schools with Jane graduating as an RN rom S Michels 
Hospital in Toronto and postataduaein nursing rom the 
University" of Western Ontario. Esideo i Business 
Manager and in in North Bay. He ha always Been 
Ave in the Koiph of Columb having el office in 
Several ees Jape, a homemaker, makes her home i Sul 
‘Ste. Mare and i also a Cancer Counselor, Nursing 
Tnsirucor, a member ofthe Legon of Mary and à Pastoral 
Care Volunter 

“Mario's expertise ad leadership skills were wed inthe 
orginal consracson of te Club Aa anne bulls 
{oF St.Paul the Apostle Church. He was one of the older 
bowing and Rena and be were tid pars and winners 
‘ot numerous tarde inti rear. 

Mario passed ay in 1980 predeceased by Rena in 1979. 








McHUGH, Benjamin 

Benjamin Mel1ugh and his wife Josephine Major were 
tative of on, Que, a arming community. Benjamin 
farmed inthe summer me and worked in the bush in the 

In 1912 sey left their farm and came to Sudbury where 
Benjamin obeained wrk atthe Queens Hoel very able, 
and later a the Nickel Range Hotel. À number of Ink 
eters from the Ottawa Valley an from Quyon, Quebec 
{cro the river sted in the Sudbury are, and some of 
fhem were employed at the Mond Nike smeter in 
CGonison. Benjtnin's ‘cousin, ‘Larry ‘Curly, was à 
transportation yardmaster atthe smelter, and ened 
Benjamin o some to work forthe Mond Nike Company 
ini 

He fst ent to work inthe test plant uncer Ken Clarke 
but when the metae i 1929 of Mond Nickel and INCO 
took place that plant was moved 10 Copper CHE and 
Benjanin ent 40 wotk in the ameter ove is 

For the fist ten years the McHughs stayed in Coniston, 
{hey rented vag accommodations in een laces nthe 
tow. Finally in 1931 they were able vo obi à company 
house at 88 Fourth Avene where they remained until 
Benjamin's retirement 

‘The MeHughs had two children, Edvard and Elizabeth, 
They ae up and were educated in Conston. Edward 
foligwed bis aber ito the smelter. He red où in 1934, 
‘worked onthe chasing Noor, and remind there un 1988 
‘then he took a transfer tothe Copper CH concentrator. 

Josephine McHugh passed away in 1982 and Benjamin 
reed 1948. After ring, Benjamin moved to Sudbury 
Sd iter ended up in Feb He passed aya the a 
orn. 

‘Their daughter Elizabeth left Coniston, moved 10 
Toronto, became Mis. Gaynor, and sow fesides in 

Edvard stayed inthe area. He marred Erma Schirat 
from Sauk St: Marie, They raised a family of two, a boy 
and a gid, Joseph who resides in Sudbury, and Mabel 





MeLEAN, Andrew 


Stated frie: And Sr Evie, Ere Grima, Any $ 





McKERRAL, Edward 

[Edward A. McKerral, son of Jon and Catherine, was 
born in Glengarry County, Onto, in 1894. He moved to 
Markaay before the carn he century where hestended 
‘wth is father a he railway Interlocking Tower in Coniston 
nd on his father's fam in Mathtay where they raised 
Sheep. In 1911 Edward was hired by the Mond Nickel 
Company 10 work wi the engets on the layout ofthe 
asthe best planned town inthe north n 1913 when the plant 
teetn production be became a sea loomotieengitoe, 
He continued co stay and later operate cet and diesel 





In 1914, Edward married Mary Kirwan, dauahter 
pioneers Jon and Frances who came o Coniston in 1910 
From Vile-Mare, Quebec, and Halleÿbury, Ontario. They 
were marie by Father P. Rouse in Our Lady of Mesey 














raed family of two ons and daughters ll atended 
‘Gp Lady of Mercy Church and School aad the Coniston 
(Coinnation Sal, Egward was member ofthe Knights 
SF Columbus and Mary was a founding member of the 
Kai of Combs Women's Leap, These, busted 
and had and Evrard was Kowa for his Paul gardens 
‘en wen enviconmenal conditions deteriorted. He also 
‘Sent mary hous aking, repairing and paying hs beloved 
‘ine troushout hs eng ie 

‘Mary ded uly 9, 194, before her sons returned om 
toe war Edvard eed fa 1989 end continoed 1 be the 
centre of hs lamiy, Carme! Bailey fo Garson, Monica 
{Guiteaton, Franet Morrison and Dan of Sudbury. and 
Baan Ansove and Magar Barnes of Coniston, Deedee 
Vie of Dorcheter, Ontario, and Alex of Rene, 
Ona. 

Edvard died January 28, 1975, atthe age of 81 yar. 
He a eves 29 grandchildren and 2 rea grandchild. 


McLAUGHLIN, Bill 

Ill MeL auhln was farming ad Born in Ress Township 
reat Renfew, Ontario. Atte age of 16, he goths st 
{bb ins hating ml He then moved On 19 work in the 
Kimber caps ove Chao fr fou eas before coming 
10 Canton i 1926. 

marie Gertrude Kenyon in 1923 in Ouawa. They 
ad family of tre children, Beryl, Bil and George. All 
er born and raised in Coniston 

a marie Alvin Palmer and now raides in Sudbury. 
Bill now ves in Alberta. George has seed inthe US. 

Bly. worked in he furnace deparament for many yeas 
be lter became feeder boss on the charpe foot and 
‘ently last furnace and converter foreman. 

He wa erative nthe commun, serving oa the Town 
Council being involved isthe Canadian Legions Minor 
Hocie Leage, and being à Fire Cet for a numberof 

ii a be sald without any doubt that Bl was one ofthe 
et ke and admire persons nthe Coniston ster. At 
the end of fs lst sft worked in 1964, efor he let the 
Of to go home, Bl vas extended wishes by everyone 
The ore snd up roms the ce to te change house 
dll along the way shook han and wished um are 
nd long eus ofreuement 

"hl hs sjoyed lengthy retirement, Gertrude passed 
avy in 1976, Dil now 83, rod in Sudbury 








MeMENAMIN, James 

Tames MeMenanin was born in Ireland in 175. At he 
age of ES he came to Canada. He spent some tie i the 
Moral and Kingston aes. In 1911 he ended up la St 

Teme Armelle Lefebvre there, whom he marred. Her 
father was the fr amer t sete inte St. Chae are, 
They were orignal from Emr, Quebec 

They ad one dager, Rose, 1 SL Chats, and then 
James went to Vicora Mine in search of employment. He 
moved Yo Coniston io 1913 Four other children were Bars 
em, Patrik, Anna, Job and Agnes 





For a short period of time they moved to Hagar where 
their youngest, Margaret, was bora. However, no Years 
ue they ered to Conon and Jes cote to Wark 
there‘ his rerement in 1944 

He worked in the converter department asa skimmer 
However, intbelatter eas, he heath was ot as good 
it should be, he worked i the dr 

‘he ehiren were conte in Coniston. Rose never 
mardi and has sine pased away. Patrick worked for 
many years atthe plat In Coniston, and Re too is now 
deceased. Ani and Age both eft Coniston and maried 
fro broties, Primo aod Ricard Ma, They rade in 
{Copper Cl John spent some ime working it the kel 
Indu, bt if the compan and worked a truck diver 
{or many years. He sll resides In Conon. Margaret 
(Gtagpe) maried Carmen Bay, rase à family of four 
ren Lynn married to Gerald Clever, Sharon married 
{oil Zaboroush, Marin maria to Che Naden a 
Barbara marie Lo Oxy Deschamps 

‘Armeline passed away im 1964 and James in 1961 
‘Margaret sng Joh now live lathe ld amily home at 44 
Concssion St. Coniston, 








MeMULLEN, John 

John McMullen was born on a farm in Westmeath 
(Omar, in Renew County in 1879 and seemed lcd 1 
Farmer hfe unt he came to vist ie ster, Mr, 
‘Anderson and Mis. Neon at Vira Mine. He ent buck 
Home 9 the farm but the spe of te new nortan had 
Anti him, À few mont ter he returned to Viera 
Mine. 








John sated to work for the Mond Nickel Company at 
vicor Mine on May 8, 1906, One of his it Jobs was 
using ag prs. He remained there uni 1913 and then 
long with seryone vas transfered tothe new seer in 

hn married Margaret Fare! rom Beschburg, Ontario 
Tey had one son, Moris, born to them ia Coniston 

John had an itresting career withthe kel company. 
From slag pt pusher, he se to tea general foreman, 
potion Re eld until is reiemens 


is el 





The MeMullns Brad on Third Avenue, When Jobn 
became a geneal foreman, he moved his fai 10 a 
‘company howe, a was the usual procedure, on Fst, 
‘Avenue. However, once retired be could tot lve ln à 
Company house 0 they had Lo find anther place wo lve, 
sad for «whl hey resided in Sudbury 

Event they ended up moving to Pembroke, and it 
was reported by a numberof poole who had ist the 
Melon that they reeeted the move from Comision 
Pause all thr frends were sil ving there. 


MELNYK, Nick 

Nick Me wat born in the Ukraine and came 40 
‘Canada i 1910. Hi ft detnation wae Toromo where 
he worked forthe CPR. 

le moved west and fora wile sete in Fort Wiliam 
wee be worked in the grain elevators 

Tn 1902 while in Fort Wills heme and mari’ Mary 
rook, à widow Worosehu). Mary had tre children 
by er previous mariage: Seve, Sophie and Peter. 

in 1027, Nick was in search of more permanent 
employment and headed es. He topped in Coniston and 
ota job with the Mond Nickel Company 

tn Coniscon, two children were born: Olga who ie now 
Mis: Miche! Danyluk aad cede in Minnow Late and 
‘Ant, who was Ms Ray Wagoner and set Ia Coneaut 
‘Oi and as since passed away. 

Nick worked in he Labour gan in the smeter and ster 
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more othe furace, ist a a helper and then a app, 
{Toston he hd for fee Jeans. La ater Years he found 
he werk too tenuous so he moved tothe charging foo 
lin for ax years wart motorman, He reed in 1954 

The Mes were ative members of St Michael's 
Uraiian Catholle Church and the commun. 

Nick pase sway in 1961 and Mary in 1968 

Sophie ves inthe home tat her parents lived in Steve 
resides in Windsor and Peter Wellin 


MELNYK, Sebastian 

Sebastian Menyk came to Canada from te Ukraine it 
1927 joining a numberof his countrymen in Corson whee 
te went to workin te Coniston ser. He worked nthe 
Face depariment fora number of Seats as à furnace 

Sebastian was a widower with one son named Joba. In 
2929 young lady by te name of Annie Yewehyn cae 0 
Canada and Coniston where her brother Peter was 
moved: She mari Sebastian Menyk in 1980 an they 





had two cidre, Bll and Mary 

Sehasan pasted away in 162. Son John sed in 
Soathem Ontario. Mary iz mari and now resides 
‘tava Bil followed hi ater nto the nike dry and 
Semploved with the Inrnational Nick) Company. BA and 
‘mother Anais now resides in Ouawa with her daughter 








MICK, Ford 
Ford Mick wat native of Micksburg, Ontario. H 
to Victoria Mine ss oun iad and went to work forthe 
Mond Nickel Company. In 1913 he came co Coniston and 
‘then the war broke out in 1914 he lef ojo the acy. 
He recuoad after the war and wert back 10 wok To be 
skal company. His wife Nelon Savicor vas a matie of 
“rio lcs. The couple married in 1920 in Sudbury sod 
nen mace ther home in Coniston. 

here were seve chikren inthe Mick fray. Kenneth 
was te oldest and then came Earl, Sanford, Arnold, 
Deas Hats and Helen. They grew up in Coniston, 
Contnaation Shoo 

Ford progresed a a smeter worker from puncher to 
simmer, hen foreman an ae to general foreman He 
eed i 1982 
à car aident fo 1937. Ford pasted away in 1957 

Al of the boys at one time worked forthe nickel 
company. Keane eft the ares and took à ob with the 
Troato Trani Commission. He sil ives Toronto and 
‘som setied. Ear, now doseated, worked Tor the nike 
mp here and wa ner transfered vo Tompson where 
fe became a foreman, Sanford left the area, sted in 
Kapuskasing. worked in the paper mils there, andi ao 
desesed. Aiold left the nickel industy, sow à soc 
Worker ad make is home im Sodbury. Dei eft the 
Industry, became a fireman, and alo deceased, Hazes 
row lives in Vancouver an ia seafare, Helen mari 
and resides in Deep River 

















MISLINSKI Family 

Karol Misaki eft his native ville of Choroskow in 
Poland in 1912 and seed inthe ety of Winnipeg. That 
Same year a young lady bythe name of Albina Balszorsht 
left her vilage of Howylow to Poland and alo settled in 
Winnipeg. Karol and Albina came from neighboring 
lage, they met in Winnipeg and were marié the sear 
Stee For ight years the couple made thee Rome in 
‘Winnipes, two oftheir chldreay Joseph and Stella, were 
or ther, and in 1921 they die 0 move to Coniston 
Where Karol eat work Tor the Mond Nickel Compan 

Ta Conlon the family was increased by four adn 
children, Eke, Jeanie, Sylvia and Helen. All he cilcen 
tended Our Lady of Metey School and some went on to 
Coniston Continuation ‘School. The Midas were 
parshlones of Our Lady of Merey Care 

Kato Spent ove 20 ears working forthe ike company 





8 an or loader. He was taken seriou il in 1942 and 
‘used avay. Inaddon to moin athe Coton seer 
Re an his wife Abin ed tet ad at operating 210 
Store for about a year in those ery ive 


= ans 








In 1927 Karol became a proud owner of an Essex 
automobile, which was something of ur in thor day 

‘Within two years, in 1929, Karol sold the egies and 
parshaed à newer and more elaborte mode 

‘Albina, in adda to ase and sing for he Fami, 
‘cane awl sought afer cook fr x ad banquet 
[recognition of her series fed within the church 
soup, Albin mas presented with at of sterling ler at 
ware” She romaine in Coniston enjoying er ends ad 
‘len unl she pased eway in 1962 

The majorky af the Misinsk chien still make their 
home in Coniston, Joseph, who retired rom INCO a a 
‘machinist was very ative inthe communiy. He wes one 
{tthe orignal member ofthe Conon Bang, was the 
Secretar) Treanurer ofthat organization, an accomplished 
‘compet layer, and served time on the Conston Town 
‘Council, He sella bachelor and lives in Conon 

‘Stella: married Steve Woronchak who wat als from 
{Coniston They made thei home in Windsor. Seve fe now 
fell and they spend ther summers in Windsor and winters 
in Fria, 

El now Mis. Ji Logan ve ia Coniston on Wim 
Sect, and works as a bookhseper and fim a sationary 
engineer wlth INCO. 

Heanie became Mis. Galdino Modesto, makes her home 
on Balsam Stet, and wth Galino à etrement hee 0 
Indication thar they intend fo leave Coniston 

‘Sylvia marred Mike Sarcovc of South Poreuine, They 
made their home in tat town. He now eed sd he) 
Shared ther time between Northen Ontario and Flori, 

“len, the youngest ofthe Mk fami. marre 
to Walter Soroko and Walters works fr INCO in the 
Carpenter shop ia Copper Cif and they make their home 





MODESTO, Angelo 
or in 197 in Rive D'Arcano i aly Angelo Modesto 
ould not know then that some seas ater be mould be 
Faseumenal in enhancing the soa life of he Kalin 
He Tis ame Canada in 1917 to work forthe Mond 














Nickel Company. 1923 was hi big year. He quit Mond, 
feted to Ka, marié Giovanna Eda Falck, (om 
In Magnan in Riviera, Waly and returned wither to 
he stayed mil his retirement from Inco in 1986 

Four ciren were born othe Medion Melia who ded 
in infancy, Gaine (married te Jenny Minsk}, Mary 
(tis. Joe Vaillancourt) and Carmen (Ms. Gerald 
Gent). Coniston Separate and Continuation Schools 
re the sets of leaning forthe chen athe Fami 
‘hurches Were Out Lady of Mercy and Tater St.Paul te 
‘Apostle. Mary and Carmen became professional 
ihomentakers wile Galdino went work for Ino in 1962 
Maintenance Planer in Copper Ci He was als the Credit 
Union Cred Comite chmiman for seas and Separate 
‘School Board trustee for seven yar. 

aa recalls the Rar ines in those early years with none 
ofthe amen of fe, and remembers when ey fist 

Despite the hardships Eda would join Angelo in sone ax 
e elped make fe bearable by playing hs ascordian ell 
the morang's sal hours at house Pre whl everyone 
“ane and sng a le the wine a olor tthe ovis 
‘Thee wero radios or phonograi and during ova 
hot summers of the depression years uninlted hoses 
‘ean that fares had Yo wai il almost midnight before 
the houses were cool enough 10 sleepin. Consequent 
near every night ofthe week the whe community Would 
her in font of someone's hows siting onboard wal, 
nd join in song, Ter beau song, some sad, some 
Joyous, filed the nig ar in a Bexveny chor, and the 
therapy was complete No pls or drugs were needed to 
rare thee frustrations: they dial with Song. October 
flngsonge, after the Rosty was sald, became aa for 
las time to sample the new wines for clay, colour, 
rich in te joys of im, 

“Te lian community mourned Angel's pasingin 1948 
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MODESTO, Giuseppe 

An 1900 the U.S.A. was the first stop for 26 year od 
Giuseppe (lo) Modesto who aie from Rive D' Aran 
inlay bn 904 he ame to southern Ontario, and ery in 
1906 he returned home to marty Fela Galasso who called 
Rodan, aly her hometown, whete sh was bor ia 1885, 
st Vito Mine In 1910 Fe and ther damier Pit 
Es P. Pesan) left aly and came to join Joe Taree 
Yeats later Coniston and Mol new amer was he place 
qo be ao the family of four, led withthe new anal 
Sans (Mrs. Andy Eimat) sell here where oe was 
femployed ni he ried rom Inco in 1939 a8 à scam 
Tocomotve engines, 












‘Sema, Back ron Basta, Emo, Santina Modo 


In Coniston the new ation othe family were: Bass 
(quarried te Feu raves), Emo (married to Joan Bow), 
Ermino (maria to Evelyn Ema), Spema (rs. Lic 
Tolan), Nelo (arid to Rita Conlon, Maro (arsed 
to Rove Jamo, and Wale am to Bety Miko, 

“The children tended either one ofall of Coniston 
separate, Continuation, and Sudbury High Schools, and 

Pia moved to suthem Ontario and became a homemaker 
while Santa tended urine school Montreal, became 
à mure and later moved to New York. Ballo moved fo 
‘Montel and became a supers with Canada Copper 
core atirerent in 1979 while Emo became plumber 
‘ithe Sudbury contactor. Erminio who was employed by 
Inco as a machinist for 13 years moved to Brooklyn, New 
‘York where he rue i 1980 (om his jo Wit the N.Y 
ity Housing Author. Sema moved the USA. 1986 
fo become à homemaker and seamstress. Nelo iho had 
‘worked for Inco during ba siden years prague at à 
Mealupical Eglner fom Queen's University in 988, He 
ose st ino uni 1956 and then wen to Rio Algor in 
Tit Lake Tn 1971 he took on the postion of Mil 
‘Superintendent in Mosh, USA. wih the Same compan 
Manoir working for Ing since 152 painter and Walter 
tho had moved tothe US. in 1946 aendod Brook 
(College and presently a technolo with 1B.M i the 

In 1995 Felicia passed away and Joe joined ber in 1989 
Santa died in 1977 followed by Pla two yeas later and 
by Ero one Year afer that 





MOROZ, Alex 

Alex Moroz was born in che Farming vile of 
roms Asta atthe me, no the Ukraine, He came 
Canada 195 joni hs bother Onofry, Uncle Mike 
dote Tom Bay, ho were then working for 
the ond Nish! Company in Const. Ale went 1 MO. 
forthe nickel company ut vas a of for coupe of yeas 
‘au of ai tatu, However, he got back to work 9 

a 1919, Alex married Nelle Noga, who was born inthe 

sage Voren i the srt of Zach ie AUS, RON 











Two of their children, Sophie and Mike were ban in 
onto. Athough Aly now badasteny ob à furnace 
Tapper hc never fox he love ofthe land, Tey saved thie 
‘money and eventually invested in a farm Uo the Waterford 
ten in 191, Fora number of years Alex had two homes, 
onston aad Waterford, bat nthe cary 1930 Alex left 
Le cha pant and remained on the farm, where thle 
Snyshter Mary was born 

The Moro à returned to Coniston frequent to vst with 
ther elatves” At 90 he sl remise abou his days in 
Coniston. Net passed away in 1962 and Alex ia 1981 





MOROZ, John 

John More was born in 1904 in he farming community 
of Choroskom inthe Ukene. He came to Canada in 1928, 
nd was brought Lo Coniston by his uncles tat he could 
Find employment ia the nickel plan and asst in supporting 
hit mother who vas ER bend inthe old county John 
pression, and spent some time on bis uncle's farm in 
Waterford He retraed o Coniston o resume employment 
when the smelter went into fll poduccon again. During 
‘the ery 1940, John seed seriou accident when be 
‘broke Both of hi lex and crushed his chest and hospitalized 
hm fora soupl of sears, When he rcuperated sufisentiy 











to be able to return to some type of work, he was given a 
Job in the change house as à dry man whee he remained 
forthe raider of his working years ith the company 

“ch maris Mary Streak, à native of Montreal 5 
1955; and they made ther home in Coniston on Walter 
Siret Just when they Were etalshed in thelr new home 
Mary passed away in 1961 John remained a widower and 
in 164 he se forester, who was now alone Lng in 
‘Gdansk, Poland, ta come to Canada and share his home 
‘ith hin, wher hey bot ved in Coniston surrounded by 
‘Thumberof thei relies athe Sudbury aren. Aer Pe 
Vist eo hit home silage inthe Useane in 197, John 
‘ed aay in 178, May, who had made several ips back 
{Poland to vst some of the finds she had made While 
Ting in Gdansk, passed may 1 1979. 





MOYER, Osear 

‘Oscar Moyer was a native of Pay Sound and came to 
tig area the carly 1980's, le wife was Florence Eons, 
and they had seven children: Berard, Lorna, Vincent 
Lourdes, Loreen, Theresa and Raymond, 














(ar spent 35 seu working for INCO as a law 
esfosement officer At te tine of his rerement he was 
Slat Sergzant at ie Coniston locaton, oki ater both 
the town pois and thore athe plant. 

Tar ren wee raised and edad in Coniston. His 
wife Florence pused aay at an erly age a 193. Oscar 
then married Margaret Johnson (Wiliams) à Widow Wo 
had low er husband and was Ling in Conson. 

The Moyers were ative members of St. Andrew's United 
omar 

" Oscar's seven children, two are sill knowe 10 be 
around Theres, who marred Mike Grebinsi, resides in 
Rhone, and Lorna became Ma. Edgar Goulet ana ives 

Over rotted in 196$ and passed away i 1970 


MUIRHEAD, Bob 
ob Muirhead was born near Glasgow in 1892 in 
Scotland, He cae to te Sudbury are wih i amy 0 
94 Tis father worked athe Blezard Mine fo tine and 
then contracted to roast all the ore for Mond Nickel at 








Le rah Bil Jobson, Rady and Bob Maren, 


Bob acended school a Vets Mine, and a the age of 
16 he went 0 work in he powerhouse. Ta 1921, trig of 
‘hit work, he ft the ire to operate bis ow garage a 
Wingham, Ontario. Here Bob met is wife, Margaret 
Bunston, and they married i 1916, Margaret passed a3 
in 19% 

They ad our children: Rey who marre Wilbur Rome 
and lve in Sudbury, Ruth (Ms, Davis) who Ives [a 
Misisongn Jean wh Ms Roar and ves Brant 
{nf on on George who ved in Coniston, was maid 1 
‘Vera Parker, and was ile n 4 bunting acide in 1938. 

ob once worked wih is brother Seoty Muirhead inthe 
‘Muirhead Stationery business, but he prefered his chosen 
Ted of "wats and vlad wen to work forthe cal 
<spartent, He returned to Cosson in 1923 Just pio Lo 
the Mond Nickel INCO merge Bob was a Mine athlete 
Played both hockey and bal for Coniston. 

in 1983 Bob was cemarried to Raby Jobson. Bob and 
Ruby had one son, als, who now resides in Lely. 

Heb became the che ct at the plat, # postion 
he eld al is retirement 1957. 


NAHORNICK, William 

Bill Nahorsick same 19 Canada from he village of 
Snityn inthe Ukraine in 1923, Hs destination war Fort 
Will. He spent a earn tha ety and in 1924 came 10 
Coniston to work Tor the Mond Nickel Company 
Magda ‘Carney came to Canada from the silage of 
Chika, Line in 928 oon hero ters who were 
hen ivingin Conan. fll and Magdalena marie 25d 
for ee net fourteen jets ested in Conon. 

Thy layed an ative role inthe comunity, particularly 
in he Ukranian cra roi ar on he ae 






























































Pil worked forthe nickel company, and operated motor 
con the charg for, He got te urge tory something Beer 
than smeting and he snd his wife decided To move to 
Toros in 1943, Thy remained in Toronto unl 1972 and 
then they moved to St. Catharines, 

“Throughout the ets they mained à very lose contac 
with Coniston, visting he ends and elas. il psd 
{ivay in 1976 nnd Magda sill ves i Sc. Cathars. 
‘She ists er ster Sophie Wroblewski to Hague 


NESBITT, Arthur J 

Arthur Nesbit was born in Carson Place in 185. His 
if, Lilly Fane, whom be matied I 1909 was bon in 
Teschburg, Ontario, in 192. 

“The Neste fared at Westmeath prive to going to 
visoria Mine in 191) with tei info daughter Veda. 
“Marion; ter second cil, was born at Victoria Mie. 

In 1913 the family moved 0 Sodbury, and in 1915 they 
cae to Coniston where Arthur worked asa Skimmer atthe 
Éenison sel. 

Four more ken were or to he Nets ia Coton, 
‘car, Dorothy, Rath and Glenn Clean died at the at of 
two. The ciliren were eduated in Coniston, and Vad, 
Dorothy and Roth ao attended Sudbury Business College, 

The Nesbit family war ative fn he Anghean Church and 
community fas, Vida mamie Ken MacRae abd ved 
Sn Sur un he death in 1970 Marion marred Wired 
Patterson who worked for INCO in Conston i tbe plate 
‘hop andar his reürement moved to Bracebridge, Car, 
Who stated to work for INCO in Conson, maried 
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Marte! Learned of Frood. He served on the MeKinn 
“Tovaship Counel fr several years both council and 
rene. He meted to Thompson, Manitoba, where he had 
tberesponsty of helping ost up the local government 
A of Mystery Lake and the tovaste of Thompson, 
‘When the town became incovprate he became is Ft 
Naver 

He tas the disinéion of faving à public schoo! ia 
Sudbury named alter him and the arena in Thompson is 
Caled the Car A. Nesbitt Arena Upon rting he moved 
to Carman, Manitoba 

Dorothy maria ill Walker, à Coniston lad, and is 
preventy residing on the Kine, Siar 

Ruth mari Donald Keir and st ives onthe Coniston 
Garon Road in Garson 

‘hur ped sw) in 190 and Lily, ls wif, in 1986. 





THE NORQUAYS 

Jack and Jim Norquay arrived in Coniston in 1912 and 
went into parteshipIna general store witha eave, Bas 
Mean 

They purchssed the land, buldings, and busines rom 
Mr, Darach who moved £0 Copper Clif Lo establish 2 
basins with Mr: Rass. The Constom sins cupid 
the property at the corer of Edvard Ave. and Causa St 

Mean left the business the following Year, and i 
‘The two partners were joined by a younger brother, Bil, 





The Nery ami ft ih on, ck Mage McDougal 
(nee Norguay Tom and Ba. 


a coupe of years liter. The brothers carried onthe bane 
Unt twas sido Me, Art Wins n 946, The balling 
and busine changed ownership again in 1971 and finaly 
bined down in June, 1976 

Jack waste oldest of the brothers, born in 1875 in Por 
DDofer, Ontario, and raised near Mantowaning on a arm 
industry as a lumberjack before coming 19 Coniston 10 20 
{nto busines, In 1908 he mari a Coniston gl Marjorie 
Steward and they ited at LE Romford Road in a howe 
now ovned by M, Dumont and kaown as 4136 Bancroft 
Brive, Hak eed om he busines 194 due 0 ess 
‘death in 1967. His widow Marjorie remained in Sudbury, 
She ied in early 198, 

Their som, Tom was born in 1939. He was educated in 
‘married a Sudbury nurse, Moira McCracken in 1953, He 
employed a a mining engineer with INCO in Sudbury, 
tough they spent a umber of years in Manitoba They 
fave Sauter Sela living in Sudbury, anda son, Dv, 











im Norauay was born in Port Dover, Ontario in 178 
He wan educated in Manitoaning and Owen Sound and 
\rked à a lumberjack and cr before coming to Coniston 
An SEA wih brother Tack, La 1917 be mari « musi 
teacher, Miss Mabel Pleves, rom Markdale. They bi 
home i 68 Edvard Ave. which sn owned by Me Paul 
Daniels, Jim rested from the business det il Bel 
in 1344 ag in Coniston unc his eat in 1954 His widow 
‘moved 19 Sudbury and died in 1986 in and Mabel had 
three children; James, Label and Baar. 

James was born in 1919 and was educated in Coniston 
and Toronta He became a Unite Church Miniter serving 
for many yeas in Alberta and later ia Toronto. He married 
{Toronto gi, Margaret Dillon n 1949 and they had tee 
ire, Sarah, Naor and Rober. James ded 1960 and 
Fi Tami sl resides in Toronto 





Isabel was born in 1921 and received her eduction in 
CConion and Toronto Se Beane à Medial Doctor and 
practised her profession unt she marred Charles Yours 
[1948 Chane was a Metallurgical Engineer, employed by 
INCO ni his eiement in 1978 and ow cs in Walden, 
The Youngs have sx culdren; Adrian Vance in Espanol 
‘aro in Australia, Alex and Philp in Sudbury, Frank 
in London and Elenor in Waterloo 








Ewa was born in 125 and wae educated in Coniston, 
sn serve inthe Royal Canadian Navy daring World War 
I, He worked for INCO in the Maintenance Department 
He marred Georgng Jean In 1956 and they bad five 
‘hdr: Diane, Mark an Susanne of Sebi, James and 
{Cathy of Edmonton, Edward died in 179 see of an 
area accident and his widow sul sides in Sudbury 

‘The youngest rote inthe busines, Bil, was boc 
1338 la Manitowaning, Onur, He recived his education 
in Manitomaning and Owen Sound, before joining his 
brothers inthe Coniston business in 101, He never marced 
and maintained ysdence a he Club in Coniston until 
the busiest war finaly sold in 1946. He reed to 
“Manitowaning where he lived with another brother, Tom, 
ttl he death ia 1986 






























O'BRIEN, Dennis 


Dennis O'Brien was borin Lymdoch, Ontario. Hi wife 
Hannah Bur came fom Brunel, Garo. She a he 
ange of Peter Ber, one ote ery eters Conon 
ho came bere in the cal} 1300 fo far, 

Peer encouraged his chien to sre inti rea and 
gt how i opi and sons cae abot feng 

During he time that the ralrond was being constructed 
inthis commu, which that ine had 0 ue, Denis 
and Hannah setup a general tre, abd busines boomed 
commode the ray cen 

Being an unorganized community without name, there 
‘was no way of geting any mal othe people, and oe had 
10 20 al he way to Sudbury to reste uy 

‘Dennis ok t upon himself approach the government 
{or mal serves and was infor ha the community hed 
to have a name before services could be sonde, The 
Search forename commenced and à alvay construction 
Superintendent sussesed "Coniston bared on à noel fe 
as reading about the Coniston Lake Distt in Northern 
Englund. Prey called it Coniston because i resembled 
England's Conon Lak rea The name wae aceped ad 
a communi was bor, and it could be said tat Dennis 
‘O'Brien was the Father of this commun. 

Denis was na a responsible athe name ofthe town 
but aio wae the frst Postmaster 

“The O'Brens had eee who were born and raised 
in Conon: Anse, Ines, Marge, Nora tad May 

‘Tey operated general toe and pou offic in the Od 
Coniston cation unt the Mond Nickel Company put up 
new home aod post office on Second Avene. Te 
Prop where the new pos aie was built was mena 
‘Owned by the Burs andthe O'Brien. The buldng ws 
Somplted around 1912 and he O'Brien moved the post 
Site that location, I as remain Inthe ar ever 

The O'Brien girls went to the Coniston Separate and 
{Continuation Schools and some went onto St Josh 
“Clg in Novi Bay 

"Thee were two tha became monographies, and tre that 

















‘Anne is sow Mrs. Tom Hoare, and her ster Margate 
urnes in Coniston. Tom manage the Post Office. Tact 
marie TJ. Commons and lve in Caprot 

‘Mary and Norma are now deat, 

Dennis O'Brien not nly provid this town with ts name 
but took an setive part tn the polial fe He vas à 
Separate Schoo! Trste a far hack a 1918, Fora aumber 
fof years he seed onthe Nesin-Garson Tovaship Cul 

ean be sid thatthe O'Brien name has earned lac 
in this town and wil long be senenbered 





OLIVIER, D'Arcy 

D’Atcy Olivier was horn in Ota in 170, When he vas 
five years old, ht matter pased sway and he and his 
rte and io sisters were placed in an orphanage, where 
he remained forthe next seven pars, When be nay Old 
Enough, he went to work forthe CPR between SOU ad 
Bicol 

Tn 188 he was ie Sturgeon Falls attending school. When 
he finshed he wet Lo mort for Michaud À Gauthier a à 
Stove leh. À year liter e headed for Chapleau a search 
fof work He then moved to Wabaapite and worked ss 
{imber eller He eld on to that job for seven Sears A 
el be helped to eu the fay store in Walaa for 

He married Luey Demore and they bad sven children: 
viole wo operated the Olivier Genta Store in Coniston, 
tive (Ms. Annu Claude who settled in Dero Albert 
who worked Coniston, organized the Conon Cire 











‘Band, and was the band ender for cel years; Walter who 
puted away at an early ae. Alber, Claude, Olve and 
Volt are now deceased, Fed went Lo work for INCO I 
the ab and is now relied and Ives in Sudbury. Laure 
Imari Mr. Durs, ter of «Sodbury sons fit, 
tnd resides in Ottawa, 

"Tn 1900 they move Yo Victoria Mine and ran general 
stove there 1913 his father Edad and brother EN Rad 
but = general store in Conison and D'Arc) moved to 
Coniston fo Jia operate the wore 

Dre ist wife had passed away and in 1914 be 
maris Emma Bedard 

His second family wer 








ane children: Cele (Mn. 





Mao) ein Timmins; Le ves in Coton and worked 
BINGO ae a mechanic and for many seas, va he 
Coniston Fe Chief; Adolphe ves in Hamilton, Emma i 
Mn, alge and lives in Sodbury Gora is Mrs. Joe 
Desai ad rss in Coniston; Therese Mrs Sener 
tes in Sodbury; Prosper ives in Wahnapita; Josette 
LM. Gaudet dresden rouen Falls: Ante is 
Kennedy and ves in Lively 

init D'Arey became the Municipal Clerk and 
‘rete? Tor the Toni of Nulon and Garson, Which 
Het Coniston. Im 1934 when Coniston. became 
Insoported aa four, he Became the Clerk: Treasurer for 
{Be Town of Coniston snd remained ints pos ut 1945. 
He was also on the Separate School Board 

Dare remain te Clerk Teaser unl he ered, and 
Works for te Town of eke! Cente 

Arey pase away in 1957 at che age of 86 and his wife 
Eu ded ia 196 


OLIVIER, El 
Coniston, having its frst son arrive to sete in 1911 
mond Over ha ved in Vice Mine an worked a 
a mire. When be heard that a ler aso be bull 
fda genta tre is other son DVAry had stayed on 
in Victoria Mines t tend the store thers, but in 1913 his 
family aso came to Coniston, and the E& D, Olver 
General Store came lo being. It Was operated by the 
Via ul as closed in the cal 1980 

EL worked forthe Mond Nickel Company and later 
NCO ret fo 1940. In 1892 he had mareed Aurore 
‘one time lived and operated store. in. Hornepayac; 
tance, aio dead, worked at Falconbridge; Clovis as 
marre fo Aurore Laffance and worked in Constn, aso 
Aeceased Adolphe marted Jeanne Sorenson, vas oo he 
INCO police force for 34 year, and sil esses in Conon 
Renaldo (Dado) worked in Falsonrige, à 

















The ner Boys Pom eo rg Wid, Cale, M 4 
hiner Pe to By, cio Cs Ape 





"The Over it: front Me. & Mrs, Eli Olver, Back ef 1 righ 


Dorothy Lafrance and tives in Skend Wild marred + 
able Leblanc of Blin Rive, spent 40 years working for 
INCO, tod sil lives in Coniston, Caml maris 10 
Francs Dai rom Party Sound, has worked the plant 
for many years an lives La Coon: Eugene, who marred 
Alea NicKerel, served nthe Second World War, was shot 
nd a half. Upon his return he owned and operated the 
‘Olivier Eso Service Station which was «landmark st the 
‘omer of Second Avenue and Consesion Ste. Eugene 
ir decease 

‘Thee were also five gs: rene, Nelle, Lena Alma and 
Event, Irene is Mes, Turner and resides in Utah, Lena 
‘atid Ted Copp and ives in Calgary, Alma became Mr 
Soe Boulay and lives in Mooschent, Chicago. Eupene 
mari Don MacNeil and resides in Nova Sola. Nee 

There area numberof Eis and Aurore’ grandchildren 
inthis common Al he Ole played an important oe 
in the life of ths tow, 








OLIVER, Giovanni 
born in 887, and tw ar Iter Maria Bon was bor hee 
te, They were marie in 1907 snd came to Coniston in 

‘Giovanni was contraction rclayer an he former rec 
tory at Our Lady of Mercy Church was one of his projets 
and probably Consors fst brick balding. For a while 
"he Overs ran a small stor in what was ten OU Coniston, 

“There were six children born to Maria and Giovann 
Gino, the ist bora, dit of peuonla at 1 yeas of age 
Rena (Ms. Mario Marine) was a homemaker vin in 
(Coniston, and she passed aay in 1979, Elia Mrs, Primo 
Venturi) Wasa homemaker and also assed er husband 
‘operating thee proce) sven Coniston whee y Use 
She died in 1974 Leo (mare to Lilian Stacey) was à 
‘mechan wih Inc nd erties in 980. Tio atid 
{6 Lena Crema) was a skimmer weit Inco in Copper Cif 
andere in 1974 Bie (mar to Yolanda Fatt) 
‘vas acarpete wth Inco and be relied in 190. The hee 
{on ive in Coniston. 











“Te chien were educatodin Our Lady of Mercy Shoo, 
and Out Lady of Mer and later on St Pal he Apo 
were the family cure 
‘it roe, tery cold winters, ft of bush no runing 
water ect, of indoor plumbing arectd the Ors 
"Phere are greeny 11 grandchildren and 30 grat 
ssandebidren inthe Ober fay 





OLIVER, Luigi Fernando 

Lo se wa call, ame to Canada from Vol, 
Province of Treo, Haye I the sar 1908. 

le worked Jacks, Victoria Mines, yg Ile, Brit 
copper CH and Coninion, where he fall settled unt 
Ne reroment, He got ted of packing and moving from 
fe working plac to athe and in 1920 decid oso back 
{0 lay, where he marred Carlota Madina. He remain 
in al for some thee years during whieh tine eof his 
dduhters, Rena an La, wore bon. 

In 1923 he set out spain for Canada, ang in New 
York. For some unknown reason, he wat efsed a ant 
‘sito Canada and wae placed on El and tobe depored 
ac to lly In desperation Lovi wired Joe Boudreau ia 
‘Coniston, who had far bere, asking him for assiance 
‘wth the cuthors, Boudreau was aucun conan 
the authors tat he required some fart help and they 
‘lowed Lou to return to Coniston, This experience Wat 
Enoush for Loui who vowed not to recat aly and face 
‘hat Kind of situation again. 






Aron i: Ar, Ra, Go Baron 


In 1927, Lau wa abl to sve up enough money to sed 
for his wie and two daughters. Te children real a tle 
that thelr mother had old them about her aval ere. It 
Seems that when Carlota left sunay lily, volts were in 
‘oom, but when she arrived in Coniston and got off te 
{ean wth no overshoes on, se was confronted with huge 
snow banks, She could nt ele the county she was 
‘She slowly got usd to the Canadian climate and the 
{Canadian way of living, Adana ehldren were bora 0 
the Olivers Arthur, Rita and Gino. 

‘Arthur a recently reed INCO supervisor and resides 
in Copper Clit, Rita is now Mrs. Marcon, Ida is Me 
Beliera and Gino, better known ae Penner, il resides 
in Coniston, 





ONUSKI, Dmytro 

Dntro Onis came 19 Canada fom a small faring 
silage called Saraents in the Ua da D sete of 
à bete fe. He landed a job st Vitoria Mines, ater 
‘Gansering to Coniston in (913 where he worked for the 
Mond Nickel Company and later INCO For many Yeats 
‘he was skimmer i the converter depacmien 

181917, Dir mare à young lady from the City of 
“Toronto ty the name of Vaslena Huan 

There wee five shen bor to them: Wiliam, Mary 
Helen, Ease and Mors. They al atended the Coniston 
Separate School and Inter à boatdig setool in Kingston. 

‘Wallan, te eldest, afer graduating vom colle, 
returned to work at the Copper Cli stele. Mary got 
mari and let te disc 





‘When war broke out both Wiliam and Morris joined 
the Royal Canadian Ait Force. Willa Joined in Sanoary 
100 and went oversea a Leading Averaftsman inthe 
No. 110 Fighter Squadron, Being araous ogo at he a, 
este to thea rein England, He was posed back 
fo Canada for telning and eventually became à Plot 
‘Stier: Moris, as inthe RCAP, was reported mini 
after an explosion of «suply ship onthe wes coast, and 
inter decane dead 

“Dares in poor health, pasted avay a the age of 60. 
is te, Mex Bab, sal lives in Coniston, 





PACHKOWSKI, Fred 

Fed Pachkowski was one ofthe early seers who came 
to Canada peor to the Fret World War and sted in the 
Dauphin, Manitoba are. Helter went fo arm round 
Ethelbert 

"There mere ive children inthe fay when Fed's wie 
ied in 192. À Year later Fred matted a widow, Francis 
Pakalut, who tad one child of her own, They emaned i 
Manitoba unt 1924 when Fed deeded to sc employment 
bith the Mond Nickel Company ia Coaiton. He worked 
Inthe meer inthe furnace department for many ears 

The Pachkowskis mere active members of the alias 
commaniy in Conison, very much involved wit the 
Prowit organization andthe Ukrainian church, 








Teirilren were rien Connon, a amber of them 
marred and stayed nthe aoa, wl oters seed in other 
pars ofthe province 

Dora Feds pau, mari Peter Hysay. They 
ad à family in Corson, aon Walter and daughters 
Nadia and Olgn. Dora, Peer ad the son Wale are no 
‘evened Dale Nadia, Ola, andthe grandchildren sit 
Ine in Coniston 





Daughter Tins married Alex Davi, cased a ami in 
‘Coniston, and now makes her home in Sodbury” Lena 
treme hrs. Mike Tuba. Her husband worked for te 
ctl company from 1926 unt 1989 when they desided 0 
Levée area and sein Toronto, They had the hire, 
Eva, Waller and Phi Mary became rs Mike Jawors 
‘Anne arid an INCO worker, Joe Seek They red 
two cide in Coniston, Joana and Bobby oe continued 
to work forthe nickel company en 1942 and the) then 
mot to Southern Ontario and sett in Toro where 
they stlesde. The youngest ofthe PachKowsh fay wes 
Th He moved o Waland where he worked for Alls Set, 
fot mari and raed [amily of hb own He lays had 
root for Coniston and never pase up an oo 
ko eme back home to vis 

red Pachkowsk passe away in 1964 nt his wife Francs 
in 1970. Daughter Dora has since also passed away aswell 
A her son Bill who dad in 1980, 
‘Mary Iawori and her hassan Mike are Coniston 





PACHOTA Family 

“Joseph Pachota, his wife El and young dahter Joann 
ane Coniston ver 40 ear ago Thy lef the wide open 
Spaces anda wheat farsa: Young. Sastatchewan, ose 
{Pheer Ife in Eastern Canada. They desided to sop in 
‘Coniston where Els brother il Harapiak, waving and 
‘plojed atthe INCO operations. Joe was encouraged to 
“Car ang Nick Wolonate, both of whom were working 
fat the smote athe ine Joe obtained ab ate Coniston 
Stelter and forthe nest 30 yeas wosked between Coniston 
nd Copper Cif. 

There was an addition tothe Pachoa fel in Coniston 
wien Raymond Joseph was born. The two chlren srw 
lupin this town and artended the shoots here Joan then 
‘graduated from the Marymount Nursag School, is no 








a 


Mes, Noë Price and resides in Ottawa. Raymond Josep 
{adusted from Cambrian College ia" Business abd 
Slarkting and ie now employed by the CNR ia Sarnia. 

Both 4e aad Ella were active members ofthe Coniston 
community Els worked a INC during the war years oe 
took an atv olen is union both as an organizer and 
{Seward an the job. 

Vos pased vay In 198, and El is il a resident of 
Conan 


PAQUETTE, Xavier 

Xaviee Paquette vas a native of St. Agathe, Quebec. Hs 
it Laura Patenaude was born Embran, Ontario. They 
arme at Castleman, Ontario, Xavier worked onthe farm 
inthe summer sme tod id bath work inte wine 

‘They Had four chilren, Mari, Trene, Gabriele and 

Tn DiS after he harvest was in, Xavlr decided vo come 
to Coniston where he heard tha! the Mond Nickel Company 
as operating smoker and work was avaible He hed 
‘Onin Coniston ara teackman,A year later he rouge his 
Site and eldren to Coniston, 





ir an Laur Paquet 








The siden ere ra and educated in Coston in the 
Separate School Sytem, The family were al members of 
(Our Lady of Merey Catholie Chore, 

Tera Pagvete assed a in 1935 

‘The cldren havea arid. The gis ft Conson but 
remained inthe ditt. Mare now Mn. Jones and ves 
Gabriel lives in Sodbury and she is Mn. Gautier 
‘George, the youngest of he fami, remained in Coniston 
Sd om bis terne nickel dustry. He worked 
in the ameter and later inthe carpenter shop, 

Xavier began hs ares at trachinan and ater, when 
‘ne sintering pat wen into operation, he worked in he 
Simering plat and remained there un Bis verement in 
1946. He pased avaÿ in 1984 

Son George snow eed an sll makes a home ia 











PATTERSON, Wilfred 

Wilfred Parson was born in 1900 in Bracebride, 
(Ontario. At the age of 20, he went west to. work 1 
Saskatchewan. Three years ter on his way back home he 
‘oppo Coniston wher he hired on with he Mond Nik 
Company at's bollemaker. He remained a Coniston 
‘working forthe nickel company nul he was rized in 195. 

Ta 1085 be mari Marion Nesbit, Coniston gi They 
raised «family of two dauatters Glen who fe ow Mi 
Steve Molnar of Hamiton, and Barbara who fe Mis. Al 
anse of Miton, Onto. 


Yas Nesta th whe. Marion (Nesbit) Patron, Wet 


Wired serve fr nine on vers on the Coniston Public 
School Board mn the amily was very active nthe Anca 
Cure 

Upon rerement they moved to. Bracebridge where 
Wied died in 1972. 

Marion caren resides in Hamiton, 


PARADIS, Octave 

COrcave Paradis and hs wife Eugenie Couillard came to 
the Sudbury istic and ete in Sudbury in the yar 1904 
from a pac caled Rivière au Renard, of "Fox iver” in 
English, in Quebec 
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section foreman and in 1909 wae moved to Romford with 
Is family of four Oscar, Angeline, Deria abd Adolphe 
Edouard, Ovid, James and Thomas were bor ater they 
‘ame to Coniston 

special baseball teams, Both junior and senior. Osa, 
‘Adopt, Edouard, Jim and Tom bad otal service of 203 
Sears working for INCO in ferent capacities. Oscar will 
remember a a warehouse spersisor atthe Coniston 
mehr, Adophe à welder lesder inthe Frood Open Pi 
Edouard a ar repairman, Jin aa tatinaryengoce 
And Ton inthe mainenance department 


Eve Parad bothers nd wives, Lf 1 et: Or, Ados 





Police have also been an interes inthe Paradis fay 
(car and Tom oth parispated in Federal and Provincal 
pols. Tom spent a great del of me in union ati, 
Fist asa steward sada member of Local $98 Mine Mil 
nd Inter a à all tepesetativeof that same union. He 
‘ko served onthe Coulton Town Couna for 1 eur. 

"Tere are sl five of he orginal Fam resign the 
immediate ares: Dorin, Adoipbe and James iden 
Sudbury, Edouard in Cache Bay, and Tor sl Hoes 





PARKER, Frank 

Frank Prker waste son ofa machinery salem, born 
a Guelph, Ontario, on May 12, 1887 He quit shoo! atthe 
Ses of LS and went fo work in a machine sop, When he 
Wes 20 ears old he wat experienced enough 1 and jab 
tb the Dominion Bridae Company im Montreal wbere 
many youne machinists had the education broadened 
Before moving onto more specalled work 

From tee he wet tothe Ingersoll-Rand Company in 
Sherbrooke, Quebec, another wellknown traning ground 

His abit on the ob was not Hi only ini. He was aso 
‘sharp baseball player. In 1914, he an his brother Alex 
ame Conton to work athe machine shop and aloo 
put new feta the Mond Nickel Baseball Tea It was" 











Long ui he batt was joined by Frank'and Bert Fyn 
Copper Cif: What would ave bee routine bal gares 
‘tse vend up ina x clas etactons bythe arguments 
Uf thee two dard players, Prank waste spokesman for 
Conseon and Bere for Copper CAT, and Lao Durocher 
Souls tat take em essons from them. Then ue Loe 
Roches would sep ana ye "Stupor ou you bok 
fi" and hat would be the end of cunt the next play came 

Frank eventually boar Conan master mechanic and 
remained in that poston sn his retemen a 19 

Tot ony was ira sportsman, but aoa great supporter 
of te Coniston Band, After hi rarement, he remain in 
Coniscon ad lived a the Club, He then moved to Guelph 

ved therewith is ise. He pase away an Ape 19, 
Oat 











PARKER, Percy 

‘Both Kathrin and Percy Parker came from the Maskoka 
axés, Katherine fom far at Fairy Lake neat Hone, 
tad tombe mil. 

Married in 1308, they arrive in Sudbury shory after 
wich Perey opens a General Store the Johmaon Block 
Sn Durham Stet. The fall resided on Pine Suet ear 
he present ARP Stove AMter two separate sat the tore 
turing te net fw year the Pare decide hat Coniston 
looked more prosperous and decided to move herein 1922 

"With them the brought thes daughters and three sos 
George, Lonsdale and Douglas, Roberta, Vera and Grace. 

"They purchased propery on what as then Known as 
Third Bien, beng the Third Sueet sor ofthe tacky 
presently calcd Thomas Str and bul «bulding dat 
Served a ir home and a butcher shop that supped the 

owing own with mes, The business did well and, wih 
fev ears, they were se to bud larger family home 
text door 1 the butcher shop. 

“The children were srowing and a the sons got older 
they real à reat bap to Me. Parker i the shop. athe 














meantime he ha also become a Heath Inspector in te 
“ln 193$ dhe fay suffered a tragic Los when Roberta 
‘the youngest, and Doug who was sl at home when be 
Enlisted Inthe Navy othe Second World War 





‘Lorain, Robern, Done, Vow. OO 





Member ofthe Angian fith they were ative members 
of ther church, and Mr, Parker remained in fai good 
Heath an is death in September 1983 atthe age of 7. 

Katherine Paster onu ove with be daughter Vera 
fn Apri 236 atthe Bee of 7. 

She wae survived by five of her chien, to of whom 
hae sive ded, Vrain Jansary 1977 and Gorge Aug 
1980, and by 26 grandchildren, many of whom sil ive in 
Coniston to this da. 

Nec to say. many great grandchildren are aso in 
(Coniston and as eng a Coniston in enstence à ace of 
Pere and Katherine wil be her. 

apply the Far ome i sli he fai after so 
many years and rem owned bya grandson, Let Lisk 








PELLETIER, Harry 
Harry and Mary Peller operated a butcher shop and 
"The Pelletier: were very ative fn the ommunty, They 
ere staunch Presbyterians. In 1907 Harty Pelle was the 
‘over forthe bullding of à cure in tha comity. His 
fe ary was a Muirhed, aster of Bob Muirhead, ell 


am 








In 1913 when the Mond Nickel Company closed its 
opeationn Victoria Me the Pliers moved to Coniston 
shi eaublshed à bushes shop on Second Avenue 

They continued ter asocation withthe hare, and is 
olf they wee. istomestal do having hat church 
man and moved to Const. It was located on Fist, 

Mary Pelle was quite an entertainer. She was known 
tobe gvea man eendsion of Drummond's poems we 
In rence in Coniston 

“There weve four cidren inthe Paie family, Virgin 
‘cag, Roy and Donal 

Inthe cart 1980's the Plltiers sold their butcher shop 
and took over the operation of the Bell Telephone 
‘ars They evetual ff Coniston and moved to Toronto. 

ary and Mary have ine pasted away. Some of thet 
lle are il Know tobe around. Roy. who was inthe 
‘Nan during World War I, eventual std in Southern 
Ouais and was Kile n'a plane accident. Craig now 
rakes is home in Flori, and Vigna was ast now 1 
Being ia Montreal, Donald's whereabouts are unknown 





PELLIS, Ernesto 

Ernesto Pls was bor in San Danielle i the Province 
of Vine in tly He maris Angle Mcalut fom te 
Same town and in 1911 came fo Canada, 

He wes employed athe Sudbury Brewery fora few yeas 
and saved enough money ge large house. He then set 
for hs wife Angeline. The fst thing that cononted his 
ou wife vas howe fal of boarders which she had 10 
look after for sera vars. 

“Two of their children, Nella and Amy, were Bon in 
sudbury 





In 1916 Ernesto decided that sere was no money 0 be 
made working forthe brewery so he moved fo Coniston and 
ent co work for the Mond Nickel Company 

“There ver fen cidten bon to th Pell Several of 
‘em passed away a an aly age 

“Ther ome was on Dubro Ses, now known a Edward 
surest South, and then called Polack Town, 





Bose working at tent! plant, Ene and Angeline 
ied the ca perl a Seal tore and tes Se 
oa nee or vary don. 

he uly stayed in Coniston anil the depression inthe 
‘ny 30" and then Ernesto decide 10 go tack to work 
forthe Sodbury Brewery an he amy moved to Sudbury 
For many years th fam operated PERS Confectionery 
Stove où Repem Sirs. 

Eesto passed awn in 1962 at the age of 72, and 
Alien 1978 athe age of 91. Ther are sil four Pals 
Sen living Amy who ow Me. ae Snir ves in 
Sudbury. Ince who became Mis. Frank Diskson, Else 
marrisl Chick Cosco and Yeonne became Mis. Joe 
Haris Amy, ner and Else vein Sudbury, and Yvonne 
pending tte heat wo years ia Indonesia with her 
husband 

“Amy and Inez have some fond memories of thecal 


PETRYNA, Peter 
Peter Petia sone ofthe ery pioneers who came 10 
‘Cana in 910 from she farming village of Saatens 12 
fie Western Ukraine, His destination was Veta Mines 
fd the Mond Nike! Company unt 1913 when he as 
Frame to work in Coniston 
Pat maria Nelie Woloshuk in 1912 She wa naive 
of the vilage of Potochesa in the Ukraine. 
‘elie and Pet rtd fal of ve chien, They ao 
provided room an board for à number of single men 
‘ate vas à hard worker bu a it ofa prankster onthe 
Java fll of fi ana kes by a He spent nay eas 
Working inthe furnace department nthe later Yeas 
ithe ay ml. Here in 1988, 














Ales, Mary and Anne sete in Toronto, May arid 
stan Kolchak trom Caron. Anne mad E. Sean 
Tena became Mrs, Steve Tarn of Sudbury. Bill worked 
Tor INCO as an eisctican Branched out om his own and 
isthe owner of Petry Elec After Tim in Conon 
For aot of ise, BU ow ives in Sudbury. Alec, Ante 

Ten and is cldren at the descendants ving in his 








PIGOTT, Henry 

Henry Pot was brn in 188 in Faro Harbour inthe 
cx Vay. nthe ent 1900 Henry cae Router 
Ontario an web to work forthe Mood Nickel Company 
sts poner lant at Wabapetk wish rar Nar Cone, 
it ata the ocaton that he met and mare na Mansy 
‘io was torn 187 tn Saul Se, Mat 

121914 when the Conon plan wa nfl operation 
ears ved to Coniston to Won nthe power howe 
are o ha operation unt rarement 

The Pgo ad two Sons Sack bon in 1916 and Bll in 


“a 





“Te Pant were very active the community. Henry wat 
an outdoorsman and loved to hunt and fish, The two boys 
Were educated in te Coniston publ shoal system. Jack 
Went on fo university and after dingue career in 
nement st Queen's be came fo work for INCO Bil 
‘working as a machinist, Jack and Bill both saw service in 
{he Second Work! War, Jock joined the Canadian Army 
from Queens Univers and became a Captain in the Rosa 
Canadian Engineers, He served in England, France and 
‘Germany Bil seed ithe Royal Canadian Navy ae 3 Petty 
Officer 

[Ate the war Sack returned to INCO whet he served in 
several pass in the mining division and in the end 
game the Vise Preside of the Ontario Division for 
INCO. In hs Later years be vent to diet the company 
operations in Austen 

Jack an his wie Irene ad a family of two boys, Bl 
and Brent Jack now reed and rides in Bari, but is 
à frequent visor to this eee. 

Bl marred Elie Crandall fom Erindale, who was à 
schoolteacher here ia Conan. They ad a fay OF 0 
‘is Ji and Jane 

In 1969 Bl ansteed to Garson and eventually the 
fantly moved there: He now retired and lives in Garson, 

Henry took an er rtrement ca of fat reasons 
and and ns wife Ina sted n Meaford, Ontario. Henry 
Ded away in February of 196 and Ina in March of that 


PILON, Isidore 

Isidore Plon was born on the Sth of May, 182, at 
rene Crest, Ontario Hi fe, Mary Emebe Lever, at 
bots is 1888 ai Embrun, Ontario, 

Construction ofthe CPR in 188 opened up Noxthern 
‘star and nay courageous fami, linge ions 

In 1904 Isidore and Emi were married and settled on 
a farm St. Charles, They were a young coupe known Tor 
thet pity and jovi 

“Tei sed, ide 3, was Bom in 1905 Sudbury 
where later On fout more of ther cidrea, Else, Bertha, 
Romeo and Leonard, were born 

Lie got job it the Mond Nickel Company in 1913 
and they lived in “Old Coniston”. He remainad with the 
riche company unl hisvetiremeat i 1947 








‘Pon Stor rete fare dra nu og Gel 





The Pilon had seven more children born in Canson. 
‘These were Lions, Donat, Ale, rene, Mare Ane, Lan. 
and Hen, who, when he war born in 1923, weighed only 
fre pound 

Isidore and Ema reali their dream when they built 
‘modest home of ther own on Romford Ron asin 
this house that Marie Ange, who i 1987 became 2 nun In 
the consreation of the "Ses of Charity” in Orta wis 
born. Ara ater date € more spacious home was but on 
the south se of the Romford tracks 

La 1826 Donat ded af pneumonia atten years of age. 
‘The following Year Lusien was killed in cat accident 

In 1954 a ofthe family and friends gathered about heir 
parents to lea her th Wedding Anniversty st he 
{ha Alpi: Tae was flowed en yea later by a Dumond 
Sable at sbich time Isidore was 83 and Emaie was 80 

‘One year ate, Isidore pated away, and Emel ded in 
10 

Elise (rs Leen), dore Jr, and ent stil reside in 








He maid a Coniston gi, Anne Kimirik, who i now 
dead 

le spent mos of years a tapper in te las furnaces 
sad reed i 1967. Ava widower be continues to Ive i 





PODOLSKI, Pete 

Born in the farming community of Chocosthiv in the 
Uta in 196, Pee came to Canad, sig in Coniston 
in 1926. He worked for both Mond and INGO unt the 
{depression and ike many thes, wa ad of and did not 
‘stun fo work athe sneer wt he economy stared 0 
pk an. 

Teds working nthe furace department, Pate decided 
(operated pool room. During the erly 1940 e was à 
popular meting pce for the volunteer orzaniers of th 
Mine Mall Union 

Pe retted i 1959, mated a widow, Josephine Kul 
from Wipes and they made tee hote at is sui 
age at Sinson ust 1968. They then moved to St 
{Charnes but were frequent vistors 10 Conso over the 
Seats, Josephine pased way in 1975 and Pete i 1982 











POIRIER, Ernest 
‘USA in 1897 and was raised by an uncle in Gaspé, Quebec, 
‘ving os both is parents a an ay age 

He came to Conti vis Ottawa and worked for a 
number of lumber companies Northern Ontario when he 

He worked in Coniston in 1914 when the new ameler 
state but left in 1917 to join the army 

He came back to Coniston in 1921 and started to work 
{nthe Sin plant with the exeplon ofa year wha he 
‘Worked in Copper Cli in 982. He worked i Coton anti 
Poirier worked for Mr. C.V. Corless who atthe ime was 
‘Manager of the Mond Nickel operations and whose 
Fesdencefsnow known asthe Coniton Commu Cee 





‘ack row to at: Clad, Ter, Annee, Ee, Lan. 
Fron roto rg Wiliam and La Poise 





The family comte of two sons, Willam and Leo, 
(William died in 197), and hee daughters, Teresa Ms. 
W. Dennison), Anette (Mis. F. Cass), Both Living Is 
Sudbury, and Claudia who veides a La Bouche in 
Conan. 

“Alter 38 year of sence, Erne took an cal sevice 
pension and perchated a smal home on Willa tres, He 
ved hore for some 1 years ntl he paseo away in 1974 
fg hi wife in 199, 

Ernest vas an ardent hunter and fshersnan and had a 
reputation in family cles for a stores 

Leo and Claudia il sie in Conston. 


POSTRYLONY, Nykola 

[Nyko Poston ws born in 194 inthe farming vilage 
of Chores, Province af Gala, ip what wat then 
‘Rusia He grew up, went to school, and served in the 
‘Rostra army during World War L After the war he was 















































rari and farmed und 1927, He and his wife had eva 
Sons when Nykeladeclded to Join some of his countrymen 
in Canada who were working in Coniston He eft ha wife 
‘now Poland, with the usual ood intention of earning some 
money and reuring to his homeland. 

He obtained a Job wth the nickel company and worked 
fora fen yeas unt the depression. Fora number of years 
Spent the neve fon sears ving with fends in Southern 
aro, nally rare to Consion in 1972. He never did 
FA intention of ening os any and homeland 
Yearin Choroskiv and hs two sons and grandee are 
Salling inthe Ukraine. 


PRENOL, Antonio 
Antonio Preno came to Canada fom Volpago, al, in 
Isl. He started to work forthe Mond Nickel Company 
ia 10. 
1n 193, be mari Era Olver from the same home 


Antonio worked as à mechanic in the Coniston steer 
vot is eirement In 1958 


JARS 





Revo, For, Mara, Antonio, Emma & Le Pent 
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They sated four chien: Mari, now Mrs. Allied 
estou ves in Coniston: Lyin is Ms MeCuie and ret 
fn Sout St. Mare: Reno isan asountant morkng for 
Falconbridge Lid. and versa Sodbury, Flora mari 
(George Paquette and also ves in Coniston. 

‘Antonio and Emma were members ofthe Clb Aller 


PREMOCK, Wasnt 
Ses mr 5 

a Casion, Wan met Ma Ray wo bad 
non The rst teins hoe owt 
fw Ti Waa Se 





‘The depression andthe ucetinyof work at the mete 
prompt Wasy to rer ote ol 0 he and several tes 
purcsed arms a the Waterford area and let Coniston 
931. Reaves visting Waterford found several ofthis 
town's ploneers such a Alex Moron, Nick Chary, and the 

“The Premocks were fequent tor to Corson, snd 
their daughter Hien was married to Mike Sonor, 2 

ray pated sway in 1978 atthe age of 89, Maria now 
has her rte Sophie also 4 widow, ving with her i 
Waterton 





PREVOST, Joseph Camille 

Joseph, Camille Prevost was born in St. Pere de 
‘Wake, Qua. Hi wife, Jeanne Mars, vas à mate 
of Bourget, Ontario. 

(Camile spent some time inthe lumber camps around 
Benny. He then deviled to lw enforcement work and 
‘moved othe Sudbury arc in 197. He wat onthe Police 
Force in Sodbury, Garson and Coniston. He came to 
Coniston at Chef In he cary 1930's and, after the 
Incorporation ofthe tows, when the poise work wat 
ontrected through Copper CIE he became à Sergeant in 
‘at daparement where he remained unl is Sudden death 

“The Prevous raised and ducted five children in 
Contin, They aed he Note ame dels Me! Sparte 
School, Some wen to Sudbury High School, thers went 
on to Sacro Hear College, and Raymond, the elds 
tended St Peers Seminary and was ordized à pis 
le resides in Sudbury and Is assigned to the Laurentian 
Hospital Jacqueline also lesa Sudbury. Anica works for 
the Red Crost and now ree in Saskatoon. Donal à 
Supervisor in the INCO. Transportation Depariment in 
{Cooper Clit, ut Hives in Coniston. Bernard, the Youngest 
Sones in Et Lake. 

Ta the cars days, in addin to bing Chief of Poi, 
ami was aso Chet ofthe Coniston Fre Brigade. The 
Prevous were active members of Our Lady of Mery 
Chace. 

Mrs. Prevost passed avay in 1967. Her son Donald and 
his Fami now provide the Prevom prseace in Coniston 

















PRICE Family 

Verde Price was born in Asbestos, Quebec in 1911 and 
bie wife Margaret was born in rocaille 1913 Coniston 
tear looking for hockey Pers so Verdll moved here 
August 136, He played and coached the tam and when 
rood Tigers had woa the League sharoponship, they had 
{ovsrengthen up Lo go in the Allan Cup pitydown and 
Verde joined them. They went onto win he Allan Cup 

‘Verde! was working inthe INCO plate shop for John 
stacey Sr In September 1937 he pot company house où 


Four Aveo, she moved his wife and sw children, Noe! 
and Cain, up foun Broskle” After that esl plays 
Fake for the Copper Chi Rede, Conrecos and Sudbury 
Mines. The Coniston Ath Asovation andthe Corson 


Lepon worked topetber to run the Kid hockey teams. He 
Worked mith Bil MeLauehi o organize the eave ere 
lite hockey wa played onan open air in, Many times 
the youngsters would have to shovel ff thei Before they 

in Dect S40, fn Price was born, Margaret laughs 
now about bow suena fo fear 10 van coal and wood 
foakstove and heater in the hove” Many dinners were 
Buse before se leroed howto do it, Cannon Simpson! 
ho was the Anglican Minster hee at te ine 100 het 
Tothe Women’s Auilary to meet sont women, She recalls 
the many happy years she had morkng eh al f them 
There wat Mn Shrove, Mes. Perey Johnston, Mrs. lark 
Mrs. Evert, Alle Easton, Mn, Claude Decks, May 
resell and Sts. Bey Stace. The wamen Would have 
‘trkey and ham supper ce sear to rase money for 
the shure Te nat not umunl to cea big pot of potatoes 
tnd enrotson the ove and 135 pound tke nthe oxen 
the day ofthe supper. They made gulls and bedspreads to 
raie during the year and Margaret seo served and id 
Kiting fr the Red Crom. When the Sudbury Memorial 
Hopital was tobe bulk she was pat of à uni formed in 
Coniston 9 rake money forthe Pune fund ad raised 
enough to ave a fout Pod semi-private oom named afer 
the Coniston ua 





Te Scouts were formed ete under Mr. Jack Rogerson 
andthe Cubs Jin Mate, Arai Eastood and Verde 
Price Inthe Anglican Cure fre was à bouove for 
‘esting, oct Sunday moins Aber Shreve, Nol and 
(Calvin Price would hae to go there to start the fie cals 
‘rough to war the church for Sunday School and Shure 
Servges, Mere of them were Scouts and would get 
{badge for dine this, Noe Prise was madethe fist Que 
‘Scout in Coniston, 

“The thre Price boys all went o Publi and High School 
in Coniston, They took part in all kinds of sports, ut ed 
hockey the Bes. They al played Region Hockey in Conso. 


a 








‘Noe played unie Hockey in Falconbridge and wa picked 


tap bythe Maple Leas of Toronto. At een, he went 2 
St Mike's and played for them un he was 2, and ten 
ent to Winnipey. He played many places after tat and 
otto be known as “Suitcase Price." Ta Spring under 
Edie Shree wat te best defenseman in he sg for 
thre years In 1967 Montreal Canadien lcd up and 
they won the Stanly Cup thr year Cain played all his 
hockey in the dtc. John went to St. Mary's sod 
Goderich, Red Deer, Alberta, and Knoxville, Tenvese. 
Tn 980 the pdt ml was opead ia Coniston and Verdi 
wat made shift msitenance foreman then. smelt 
Imaimenance foreman in 193, Verde! ered as Arca Co 
trnatoe for Maintenance in 1972, when he Coniston Plant 
Joann live in Oran seth their two siliren, Joe! and 
Craie; Calvin and hx wife Deana lve in Coniston with 
ter tvo children, Tim and Kara; and Toba and his wife 
{Gul ve in Os, Albena, with ther ee children, Nos 
Tan and Jamie. The tee boys al stl play hockey ad 
all forthe Old Timers, 
Thee Favourite spot for the minters i Hawa, 








PUGLIESE Family 

‘Stanley (Stan) Pugs was bon in Clara, Calabi, 
Lab and came to Canada in the early 190". He worked 
ine Varie of obs, nthe bush camps, forthe CPR, and 
At Vitoria Mine la 914 he was operating a store in 
Espanola in 198 he had moved to Garson and started à 
"ore i that town. He moved to Const in 1921 again 
Caruso Stree 

‘Giovanna (Jenny) Jocando came to Canada trom 
‘calanzara, Calabre io Lady with er mothe, and led 


"Front ow ef org Jp Jon, Jie Joon) Pas 
‘eine on Ba oi at Say Pe, rons 
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in Coniston. Stanley an Jenny were marred in Canson 
in 1922. There were ive che inthe Page fay. The 
“The chien are up in Coniston and attended Coniston 
Separate School. The aly were members of Our Lady 
ot Mercy Church 
‘Stanley operated the sor i Coniston until 196. 
‘Tom bostme a musician. He now operates music store 
in Sudbury and makes his howe theres Mildred i 
bookkeeper and makes her home in Sur, Mareverte 
works for Ontario Housing and reser in: North a. 
Vincent operated radio, TV and applance busines i 
Coniston fora number of years. He now works in he 
‘pplance division at Sears and makes his home a Sudbury 
Sean works for Ontario Hydro and resides in North Ba. 
Stanley passed aay in 1978 His wife Jenny stil reves 
in Coniston, 





QUESNEL, Wilfrid 

wit Sry cen ea rare Con 

spats ad's ini fur Sens Loe 

choi gerne He abe eB 
‘Siac bo ie ain dion 

aya NS fae a tune Remand 








RAINVILLE, Elie 

Eli Rainville was boca in Pont Gatineau, Quebec Hs 
ie Malin vas native of Chelmsford. Ele was employed 
‘ith Mond Nickel Company at Vista Mine and cs 0 
{Coniston in 1913 withthe rest ofthe population when tbe 

"There were seven chidren inthe Raine fay. The 
oldest was Be Tran heaters mere John, Paul, Volt 
Aus, Vrais and Romeo. 

“The Rate men had prospecting in thei blood. Ee 
Se pospeced from ume fo time a à sdelie and 0 dd 
font Eh and Paul Sons August and Pau ie the ftber 
ko work in the nickel nar. 

“The Rave boys were good athletes. Elle was a vey 
good hockey player and is play across and baseball 
lathe early days 

Ebe Sr. worked in the furnace deparment of the Conon 
sels, He was charge floor foreman uni his ruiremen 
Both Ele and Maina have since pase awa. 

Two of thereon sil are othe aes, August and Ee, 





} 


RANNELLI, Frank 
Frank Ranneli came to Canad via U.S. and worked for 
the aloud inthe eat 1500s 
‘rank marie Kathrine Naievle and they had nine 
cole. Thre of them ded at an ear age fram pba. 
Frank came to Coniston in 1911 ar & CNR scion 
foreman inthe eut side of Conon and ved in he section 
His wife pasted away snd Frank was let ih ve 
chen, Joe, May, Raymond, Guerino and Lily 
os Raymond were inthe Fst Worle War and ten 
ty work forthe raroad, Joe was with the CNR and 
Raymond withthe CPR. 











May marie a sation hand in Coniston, Joe Calodino 
‘the fay was Tony’ who lives in Coniston and operates 
Tony's Tax, Louis, Mary and Arie, who smashed To 
Plate iso vein Coniston. Marart resides in On 
Rose Calendino marred a former Coniston boy, Red 
Lepage, who served on the Coniston Town Couns They 
tow vein Sudbury. Joe and May Calendino pased aa, 
She in 1942 and hein 196 

rank Ranneli remain 1916to Jeanie Burge, and 
‘ey hn a family of four biden, woof ther, Jus end 
‘Berta, sl ing. Bertha became Mis, Paul Bizet, Tull 
‘mare J. Birmingham andthe lve in Sudbury 
‘when Re left the section house fe bal home on Alan 
Sect where he romaine unl he passed vay i 1947 at 
the age of 8S 

Lily the youngest of Frank fast family, remained in 
Coniston and married Arr Gen who served he 
rh Navy and came to Coniston in 1927 to Work for 
‘Mond Nickel and ply soccer, and for many years was 8 
tive, Los, Ros, Kenneth, Hate and Sylvia. Las 
Sool teacher singin Toronto and is marred fo Murray 
MacDonald. Roy ie a superar at INCO and liver In 
Sudbury, and Ken, Herbert and Sylvie (aow Mes. Lionel 
Marin) reside in Coniston 

Arthur pase vay i 1967 and Lily now vein North 
Bay 








RAPSKI, Frank 

Frank Rapski lft the small farming community of 
‘Choro inthe Province of Galea which was then part 
othe Auseo Hungarian Empire and afer Work War Twas 
Poland and ater World War became part ofthe ane. 
Ta make a new ie, he came to Canada in 1913 landing à 
Jobin Vicor Mine elt his wife Caroline Nemzak and 
Srethorn dater Ame hind inthe cowry. Moving 
to Coniston from Vitoria Mine in 1913, he was able 1 
purchase very stables from the constuction rev that had 
[een working on the ameker site He converted one part of 
these quarters to ling accommodations and the oer (0 
bose eam of horses that Rad aquired and was 10 un 
for man sere, providing the mick needed transportation 
for goods an services in that new town Tit wasn aon 
to working a 12 hour seat he plat 


Shorty after, eset fr his wife, dauahtr and sister to 
Join hm in Coniston, The sory goes tha the fe, dager 
And ier Katherine and in Montreal and were o have 
toarded a Wain for Canson, Caroline and baby Annie 
ved, but the sister as to bus) making ees at some 
young lads and mised the train, This wat the Loic of 
Eonversstion inthe Raps howschold fora long ime £0 








Seated let 0 right Frank nd Coolie, Standing eft right 
aim opie, mon Spe Rapa 





puting n'a garden and a corel and shes for chickens, 
Sucks pies, a cours of cows ands ram of hoses In the 
louse there was room no aly for additions tothe family 
{hat soon came along, bu aso pace Tora numberof single 

‘The family grew from one, Annie (Daypuk), o fou with 
{he addition of John, Joseph and Sophie who passe away 
athe age of 18 

Frank contind to workin Coniston atl reiement. 
Joan an Joe followed the father into the nickel industry, 
‘Alter World War Joe sought new fornesin tbe Windsor 
‘ret and, ofthe oreina family he eth onl one let. 

There area nuber of rand and great grandehden til 
around In Coniston, Peter Daypuk, and Caroline Herman 
nd be children are sll represeting the Rapsk lan, 
Caroline stl ivesin the home of he erandtather, although 
Teas been changed many tines ote the Years, 
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RAPSKY, Michael 

Michael Raps came to Canadain 1912 froma farming 
silage called Corot nee province of Gala in ha 
tear thon Ausra. He jiged his brother Frank at Victor 
Min, and lace came fo Consion when the Mond Nike 
Company moved is sneer 

Nike ought à Lt from the Dubreui a the frend of 
Wilf Src and bulla place in which olive Saving his 
money be proceeded to bing his clen to Canada, sons 
Karol and Paul, and daughters Mara and Sophie 

‘Maria marie Was Premock, aed Tout cidre in 
Coniston, and in 1991 moved to Waterford bere she sll 
rende, Sophie became Ms. Sam enc, seed in 
‘Timmins, and now makes roue in Waterford Son Paul 
lef the aren inthe depression, sil near his sister in 
‘Waterford, and now decraed. Kal, the ote son 
maine inthis ares, mari a Cowon i, Anne Baby 
od they made tir home in Sudbury. He abo deceased 
But his wife and childrens ve 1 the area 

"The esopomiccondions ofthe 193s fete Miche 





Rapaky future. Out of à job, he decided to return 0 
Poland and aim to wether the ston tthe land o his 
bith He ever di get the chance to eure. He posed avay 
in 197 leaving descendants in Canada 





Leo rh Soph, Michal, Mare Repay 


REVAIS, Joseph 
Joe Revs was bor i St. Esprit, Quebec in 1892. His 
parents moved tothe S- Carles area where Joe ge op 
Tis wife alc Branconninr, vas born in Province, Rhode 
Island and ber parent alo sted the 4. Chaves area 
Nov and Alice mee marin 1904, Joe cameto Const 
in 1923 and ot à job with the Mond Nickel Company. He 
pen the nev 2 years working inthe Conston ser and 
‘Senay became a converter simmer, a postion he held 
nti etree Because of à heat aiment in 1981 
"They bad five childrens Della who became Ms. Vince 
Mu redes in Hanmer Jeannine married Joe Cesneck 
nd they ved in Virgilatown unl her husband ture 
and they have now moved back Lo Coniston: Grace who 
marié Fern Lsblane, both wel known in. Coniston: 
Florence ho marred Phi Stark now ves ia Winnipeg the 








only son, Ronald maried Evelyn Gour, a Coniston native, 
id they reside in Coniston, He fa Toad supeimendet 
In'he Teanspocation Deparment forthe Mapa oF 
Sudbury 





Alc pass away in 1988, and Joe died four yeas ate. 
canine, Grace and Ronald have mainttned the Reta 


RIVAIS, Frank Joseph 

Frank Josh Ria was bor in Jolie, Queen 193 
and moved wt his farly to SL. Chair. His wife Louisa 
Dupuis was mative of St. Charles They raed à fay 
‘ofa of them own in St- Chars and four in Conon, 

“Th moved to Comston fn 1926and Frank vent 0 work 
ate Coniston sinter were he aan forthe ext 30 
Yeats working the sinring plant uti his erent on 
2 Saab pension in 196. 

Before coming to Coniston, Frank vas à cheese make 
in Se Charles, 

Tier ellen were educated in Coniston with th 
exception of Sta who died at a Young age in 1924 

rank was quite a catertainr, He was à well owe 
‘idler inthe sea and be sto made wooden puppets and 
fntersied many audiences, 

‘Daughter Aline à marre and Ives in Copper CU 
‘Maurice ves in Sault Ste. Mari, Leonard, Ah and 
‘Gat, whos now Ms, Stanley Sith al ive in Coniston, 

rate passe away in 1988, and Louisa now red ai 
Pioneer Manor 






RIVARD, Alex 

Alex Rivard arrive in Coniston wit his patents in 191$ 
axe tender ago ame Jar, coming from Sudbury where 
fe wae born 

ATS year fa, in 1929, Alex was employed by Mond 
ane Suter where he became s General Foreman ia nes 
fhe and remained in tha capacity until is eirement In 

i 939 he marred a Coniston gi named Viriia Gentle 
and they had wo boys Riba Davi. Alexa Virginia 
tad ‘ended the Coniston Separate and Continuation 
ho they were growing up. Their two cher Were 
‘Sueted in he Coniston Separate Schoo, S. Charles 
Cages Waterloo. Laurentan and Wiired Lauer 
Unive and were parthioners of Our Lady of Mercy 
‘Church, os were ter pres, Richard mad to Liana 
Floteati ad they have tee cures 

Davids maried to Nadia Viseain and they have one 
child: Richard Area Manaper of Community Soil Work 
wh the Ministry of Community à Social Services in 
Sudbury while David Je Execute Director of Fami 
Serves for the Sault Se, Marie diet 

fle remember the dense bush that surrounded the new 
romand real te many vastus types of adie hat were 
present then. Social He consted mainly of family 
Eheim since tere were not ven rads tben. Many 
frople owned horses and be hat fond memories of the 
Conuton Liver Sable owned by Mederic Lapraie and of 
the fst Model T car owned by Stanley Page. Vuglia 
call the fist Gray Dor ea owned by er Father Aero 
‘Genie and is bee dives wth bose drawn Duis wd 
Sleigh, 











RIVARD Family 

Hormidas (Harry) Rivard was one of Conston's more 
colourful ns. Head the courage of his comictiont and 
Sra sain fo ee you know where he ood, Bora 182 
Jn Chrono, Quebe, he Became à brand axe rps 
In the Ottawa Valley lube camps by te ag of 17 year 
Tog houses were te order of the day and the reparation 
(of the squared logs witha broad ane was his ore 

101900 he ove othe Booming amber nds a Blind 
ier, When camp broke up ihe pin, a lady card reader 
prise that on his way back home, he would mee the 
Romane woul later mary” As fate would Havel, he met 
Marguerite Doble (orm 888) in St. Chares during à 
Sopove to vst eave, flim ove and rome to matey 
ier in 1902, Rose marred to Pil Aube), Agnes (mari 
to Adrien Gaudet and Alfred (married to Stella Kirwan) 
the ist ofthe Rivard shilen sere born in SL. Chats 
By (908 Harry was working st building homes in the 
Sudbary are at well working atthe Sllood mie shat 
{Laura was born in 191) and Ale (marie to Virgiva 
Get) was born In Sudbury ia 1914 

Tn 194$ Hazy moved to Coniston where he was employed 
by Mond and then Ino as 8 carpenter where he worked 
builing and maintaining the company homes aswell as 
eng a carpenter atthe smelter. In those days the good 
thingie sere bard come and aay hardships wee 
dire. 











rot Fd Ro, res Rom me, Ma 
For ier Vrs (Gee Rivard. Bc ior Alex 
‘Bloke Rivard) Brkt 





Hay and Marguerite were blessed ith dese additional 
hide. Helen nari to Ales Hill, Aurela (arid 0 
WW. Fry), Blanche (navied to Win: Burke, Sylvester 
Uarred'o ine Marcon), and Leone (marred co Tom 
Taser, The chile tended the Coniston Separate Schon 
and were parishioners of Our Lady of Merey Church 

any worked for Mond and inc unt his retiement in 
1947. Daring the year from I902 and on, Marguerite Was 
the loving bomenaker 

In 1954 Marguerite and Helen passed away, a id Harry 
in 198. Lara passed ay in 1968 fllowed by Aled in 
1978. Alex and Se both worked for Ino and are now 
Feed and making we ofthe erpetry Keoviedae past 
a fom the father to provide them with à hobby 


ROBERTSON, John F. 

‘Joa Robertson and his wife Ethel were porn fo Prince 
‘Edward Island, be i INGO and she So 182, They were 
mari in Toronto on New Year's Eve, 1916 

oi arated font Mil University a 1909. He spent 
3 years nthe Britsh Columbia mining county before 
oming to Vetris Mine in 1908, Eel was» sen Newt 
York City before moving north 

Ton was the eter uperitcadet fr the Mond Nickel 
‘Company ia Vitoria Mine an in 913 moved to Coniston. 
Aire merger, ohn was made he Cie Metallurg for 
the company and was transfered to Copper Giffin 1931 
He continued to work there unl 1946, reaching his 

“The Robersns had thre shire: Job, Peter and Ete 
"hey were raised and educated in Coniston and Vent en te 

"After his retirement Job F Seior moved to Toronto 
el died in 1968 an Jon in 198. 

“Their daughter Ethel married E Richards and moved to 
Fort Frances wbete they ned for many yeas. They had 
thee daughters Etbel moved 10 Winnipeg in 146. 








Peer went to work forthe Craig Bit Company unt he 
joined the RCAF and thea went witt U.N A. 951 he 
Joined the Massey Ferguson Company. He reed in 1970 
find moved to hs farm in Erin where be tll Ives. 

“ohn Js worked for INCO from 1933 fora number of 
years In 1986 he moved Yo Faleonbridge Nickel where he 
maine unt bis retiement in 1976. He had four 
‘ushers, John’s wife pated away recents, and he lives 
Sr dager Judy in Sudbury” He i emjoving is 
remet and has fond memeries of Conan 











ROBILLARD, Sam 

‘Sam Robillard and Male Dubrei set in he Coniston 
ace in 186. Sam orginally came from Rigaud, Quebec, 
Sind Marie fom Mount St. Patrick, Ontario 

Thi children were born inthis ate: Mine, William, 
“Maggie and Armlinen Sodbury Louse, Fann and Jane 

“The ralond orginally brought Sam to this area. He 
worked on the CPR Toronto branch line. Helter ted 
{o farming, Their farm war located where InterCity 
“Transport lead at the preset ue. Arist hl are 
‘ciehbrs were Jack Hil, Garson Rod, and four les to 
the west tere was the Levee farm 

he family reals mewing bear and wolves on their way 
to the small og cabin which howsed a school in Cniston, 
for walking fo church in Wabnapitee orto Jack Hal's place 
fo play à trendy game of card. Lie was rough snd 

All he cilren married and most of them remained in 
ans area, Minne (Mar) marie Joe Boudeau, à rallvay 
man and day farmer, Willam went out grospectng, 
ages marie Antoine Gravel farmer nd lumberma, 
Amelie married Max Ledue, à Fame, Louise became 
‘Mis: Disk Lame, Fannie marie Ale Teller, and Jane 
mari Joe Mere 





The descendants of thls family tll sie in Coniston 





ROGERSON, Jack 


Jack Rogerson was born in Birkenhead, England 


sraduated tom the Schol of Phare in Liverpool, then 
Spent several years in nia wth aparmaceilcompny 
Incanada be worked riety wih Deloro Smelting and 

‘Company before joing International Nickel in 


Refine 
es. 

He wat marred to Mary Smith who died in 194. They 
ad a son Jack and a daughter Jan 









In 191, Jack Sr. married Geta Seboede, a widow 
wit thes cidre, one of whom, Han, resided with them 
Tether London ome after Jack's rlrement from the 
NCO laboratory sn Coniston in 1962 after lon career, 
here 

Tack was a member ofthe Coniston Public Scho! Board 
for 30 ea à leade n Boy Scout work, anda dede 
hobbyist, and. a real student. of entomology and 
Bhotography. He bad avery fine collection of teal 
erties, every speinen caught and catalogued by 
mir. 














ROUSSELLE, Charles 

Charles Rouse was bon in 1888 in the Gaspé Bay 
Peninsula inthe proie of Quebe. He came to Ontario 
fo the Wanapiae ares in 1912 and drove logs on the 
Wahtapiac ater system, He then went to work for the 
CPR: Nine year ater he wen to work or the Mond Nek 











Company a arckman. He held his poston un il heal 
forced to cere on à hab pension 158, 

‘Gales mt and mamisd Malvina Nisha. They raed 
a family of € children, Pete, Leo, Armand, Jean-Paul and 
Roland who all worked for INCO and are now rete 
Sette who mari Vie Carer; Germaine mare o Jack 
‘Garey who worked In the taneportaton department in 
{Contin ‘and Copper CHI and served on the Coniston 
Toun Counc + both now deseassd Jacqueline wed 10 
Roland Lecours who was à Garson miner. Leo wan the 
polie inthe amy. He served onthe Coniston Town 
oanct for a numberof Sears 

‘Chale and Melina are now deceased, but thei ene 
Lam mith the exception of Germain ar sl ving i 


RUDDY, William (Bill) 





conne tet sb tate He arora 
Round ate nhl eta eon Yay 
Dante in Perks and 
Es Ton a Ones 
tae 
"an Cater were mari 192 and vo pen 
in Sam Sottile’s pool room. Bill continued his career until 
Beh oe Senora Seam 
Mots Stuy Yr umber eu 
‘esc NO ten at ray 
‘Si fs Coguon ioe mac and ey 
{Son He pene ey Dt heey woe te 
Ghee. She cane Can an 
seu Tony apo cet ne Say 
Fone an ray cafe a Cn 


‘Both Catherine and Bl have pasod hay, Catherine in 
2962 and tn 1977. Some of her grandchildren are sa) 
Sn Conston as well as sons Roy, Greg, and Jack's wife 
Ein, 





SABOURIN, Albert 

‘Albert Sabourin was born in Potsdam, New York, USA, 
in 896 His pacts moved to Embru, Ontario inte eat 
1900. 

Hi ile, Lede Barbe, vas bon in Warren, Abert and 
Lede wete married In St. Chae in 1918. 

“Aber followed a friar ob esl of farm, bush mine 
and farm spain. He go job so 1922 a Const with the 
Mond Nike! Company. For many seats he was an 
lin in tat plant and fines forthe Lown of 





{Coniston He'rted on service pension in 1958 





The Sabourns had two children, Helene and Laurier. 
‘They were red and cat in Coniston 

aere vas a schoolteacher for many pars and sill 
ones in that profession but i à specalzed ld of 
Teaching dea and hard of hearing children. 

Lauer graduated aan accountant, ut instead went into 
tis owa busines, running ah market 

Helene was sein othe Crea Palsy Parent Coun 
in Sudbury and snow onthe caca of the Canadlan 
Hearing Soy 

‘Abert was a member of the Coston Sehoo! Board fr 
25 years, many of tiem acing athe Chairman. 

‘Alb pasa say i 980 and be wife andere il 
lve in Sudbury 





SANTI, Corrado 

Corrado Santi was born in 190 in Castel Di Gode 
in Trevis, lay. In 1922 he same to Coniston and wat 
‘employed by Mond where he worked! unt 1929 when he 











returned totaly to stay, In 1954 he marre Anna Maria 
Mori, «hometown gir. There were fe cire born 
to them and the third bor, Et, vas the only one 49 
‘migrate To Canada. he came to Coniston in 1989 and 
mari Danilo Parisoto who had come to Coniston it 
1984. They have to sons Mail Morr and Ronaldo 
Roni 

Carta died in tat in 1970. 

Before coming fo Canada Ele worked ina silk factory 
in Finland for seven years and then ina cotton factory in 
Swiaeland for evo Sears. 


SANTI, Gino 
Gino Sani was born in Castelo Di Godego i syn 1903 
brother Guido who had arrived some years before, Mond 
‘ployed him in thei ce, 
Th 193, twenty-two yea ld Asunt Ciel emigrated to 
Copper CH and Inco where’ Gino worked. until his 
reirement in 1955, 





“Tee cen: Ede who isa merchant in Copper Ci, 
(loca who is teacher and Wilam who ows and operas 
À Gino passed away in 1957 and Assnca sil fies in tir 
ome on Cra Stet. 





Assit, By and Gino Sant 


SANTI, Guido 
‘Mond Nickel Company, later INGO. He was employed as 
His wife Evra came from the same town, Castello di 
(Godego, Trevis, aly, In 192. 
The Santis bad five children, Jean, Dino, Deanna, 
Jean is Mrs. Parsotto, a housewife and sales clerk, Dino 
{sa material co-ordinator st INC, Deanna mari to 
(Gavin Price and works a algal ecran, Ewing i à 





maintenance mechani at INCO, and Bruna marie Richy 
Cverson, à Coniston boy, and. they sou reside in 
Burlington. Edwino marred into the Bloemmen fami 
‘Guid pasted away some time ag, Era res in 
Consone at do her tree chien, Edo, Deson and 








SEELEY, George 

CGeoree, wit his wife and family, came to Coniston in 
1911 À carpenter by rage, he hei ould the ser 
and a numberof homes in Coniston. He wa a native 
Arnproe where he mariedPhilipean Gate and they had 
‘hee cilren, Mary, Charles and Patrick 

T1912 is wile pase away and twas ia Walford where 
hema and married Anes Shar, sting wih er and four 
ren in Coniston Joseph bene the new aon the 

1916, a youne man from Marks by the name of 
Allan Mekerral came to work forthe CNR a the diamond 
inold Coniston. Allan replace his ater who had operated 








wat 


Sending lft right; Agnes (Sharp) Seley, Vs, Vir, 
Pat Sek lamp Sade Mary Lena Soke, Cure See 





the diamond sites fr some ime as at long before 
thi young farm la courted George's danger May, and 
in 1920 took her for his ede 

or sumer of year 10 come, the name of Allan 
Mekeral was wellknown in Conon. Mary and Allan 
fased seven children, Alma, Aileen, George, Patch, 
Robert, Katherine and Mary 

Als continued to work tthe diamond ut automaion 
cook oven 1984 and thea went do work for INCO atthe 
{Coniston amer, He served on the Neon and Garson 
‘Counc in 193, and when Coniton sas Incorporated as 
‘Separate municipality in 1934 he was one of the Test 
Councils tobe elected, He remained on that Couns ust 
fe pasted aay i 196. 

‘Rnumberof the MeKeral offing sed in tbe parts 
of Canada. However, Alsen Olivier and Katherine Boyd 

‘id remained in tis town thereby ensuing at 

thor il ba Seley Mer pronos here for mt Yes 














SERETIUK, Joe 





SHALATYNSKI, Woitko 

Woltk Stalatynki was boa inthe village of Woatnct 
inthe aie, He amet Canada 1910 Vitra Mie 
Ending up in Coniston i 1913 

in 1920 he marred Katherine Citks who Had come 40 
‘Canada as youngster from the Ukraine and at he time 
fof tele mariage was ving in Creighton Mine 

The Sala bad thee chen bo in Coniston, 
Aa, Mike and Helen. At à very Young age the chien 
toe ther mother Katherine passed away in 193 

"Weitko spent many years inte orace department, oth 
ln he charge loo bins and running a wll motor 








Pa ier 





the furnaces, He retired after lon sevice withthe company 
An 1988 enjoyed avery lengthy retirement, and pase ana 

The ves children maid. Amie came Mrs. Ryan and 
seed n Vrgiiatown Helens Ms taro, now ving 
in Sodbury and Mike, who maris Ema Chez makes 
hs home in Conon 


SHELEGEY, John 

John Sbelegey was bom in 1900 in the village of 
Kobslowoloky in Western Ukraine. He et in 1926 for 
Canada, arte in Coniston, and found employment with 
{he Mond Nickel Company. Most of John's ears th the 
‘oman were spent working as a aleman an eleven ears 
Sra caneman unt ha veitement In 1968 

John was married the ain to Mary Mleckota in 
1908, Fis ie an their son Water came to Canad i 1959 


Back row; Wake & Anne. Fron John & Mary Shey. 
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ut before Word War I. À danger Annie, now Mrs, Te 
Poly, ws born in Connon ad she and Per hsband stil 
Tee, Wale and his family slo reside in Coniston and 
they are all acive members of St Michael’ Uxrainan 
(Chore, John Seley vas a church camo fr many years. 
‘ale om stat wih {NCO and Annie isa rss ase 

Soha assed avay in 1970 an he wie Mary pase away 
in 978 


SHREEVE, John 

John Shreve was born ia London, England, and was 
rase an cducted in Derby, England. allowing bis 
ares to he farmer Saran Winnfred Darby hey came 
Lo Canaan 1920 They sete fit in Water and ea 
te Coniston in 1925. 

Te Shrectes were paishoners of All Saints Anglican 
CChureb and John vas caraaker of the Pubbe and 
Contsuation Schoo 

“Tere were ive children nthe Shreve family raised and 
educated in Conston, Wines, now Mrs. Jasper Boyd 
Es in Angs, Ontario Free sa forester in Espanol, 
Alice Anne ia teacher now Mes. Paul Boal, Dock) 
fay ea nurse, now Mrs. Code of Toronto, and Alberts 
à techer in Thornbury. 

ohm Sieve wae iced and at 71 years of age was 
moral injured yeling when struck by ear eavelling cast 
Fo Conan on Highway 17 in 193. Sarah Winnfed ped 

hn vaya veteran ofthe Fig World War, serving with 
tad Puss in France 

















SIMMS, Frank 
Frank Simms came from a small farming community 
called Lil Mathoush sn the Province of Quebe. He came 
fo Omari ta look for work and met ir wife, Sarah Flo, 
in Nine ing inthe North Bay area where he did some 
Farming, Tey tari and state ralse à femly. Two 
br thar six gldeen, Robert and Rhea, were Born in 
Nip Vilage before rank died to sock his fortune 
THe het of a place called Vitoria Mines and st out 10 
get ob. Ari onthe scene, be boastful ld the hiring 
‘fem tha he could do any job. When asked it he could 
requirements of à sgh pate, he tid he could pant 
‘ut whe questioned farther sdenied had ever painted 
signi hs life. The super araved at he conclusion 
iat sip piling wasn place for young Frank Simms and 
“ered en ato tne backsmich sho to bea per fing 
‘cold forge and swinging a sledgehammer, Sometime att 
ficient occurred ha aired Franks fate ith Mond 
Nickel Company. Le seems that the company got into 
‘ict mith an employee inthe warehouse end found 
eme badly i need of a replacement. The superior 
‘Soul ind ao one ee, so he offered the jb 1 Frank who 
ad told hin he could do ansthing, This started young 
Sinai on anew carer wich eventual ledhim to becoming 
the Purchasing Agent forthe Mond Nickel Company 

































Frank and Sarah’ family are ip Victoria Mines, wit 
new additions to the fami. Floyd, Marbaret, Tom and 
Garnet In 191, when Conison besa te head ote for 
‘Mond Nickel the Simm family moved Lo Coniston 

‘Sarah and Frank played an active role in he Angican 
‘Chute and Frank served both onthe Library Board and 
the Board of True of te Pabbe School 

‘after the Mond Nickel and INCO merge in 1923, the 
head office was moved to Copper CHF Frank remained in 
(Coniston inthe warehouse unl his retiement 


Some of the young Simms canbe remembered for thei 
involvement inthe comment, sports In parc, Tom 
tras en ace in both bal pd Rockey, and Marga n 
Red Crow work. Tem eeu wens to work inthe Copper 
CH else! department ad tock him a hs be 
papas Colston school eacer, Muriel Carsales. To, 
1 Copper Cit schol board rte for many a year, hs 
Sul oo lst is love for Canton, On many accasons Wen 
the Connon Bal Team were vistors agaist the Copper 
Gt squad, one could sce Tommy Simms risking hi fe 
fy chi for Coniston, 





SLIMKOWICH, John 

Joh Simkowih and his wife WaslenaBerezowsk were 
born nthe farming comunity of Sarafents inthe Ds 
Dt Hlrodenka athe Ukraine, Making a vin oa the fae 
in those day vas not easy 0 John decided to egal 10 
‘Canada in 101, He et his te and young som Nick behind, 





and came 49 Copper Cif where he obtained employment 
‘Mth he Canadien Copper Company. By 914 be wa able 
Lo save enough money tse for wife and on, ad hey 
Ari in Canada shortly before World War T brake out 

‘About the same tie, a new smelter in Coniston had 
opened up and John desded to join a number af his 
{Company atthe Conon smelter 

a Coniston, four additional Siren were bors tothe 
momie, son John, and dauebere Mary, Helen ani 
Lena. The cilren went to school in Conon and the 
Family mere active i the Ukrainian community. The al 
para inte coral and rca aces of tat 











Jon's carer at the nickel company was in the furnace 
<spartment: Fora number of sears he was à tapper on one 
‘tthe blast furnaces inthe seer. Tee vas à cera 
mount of uncertainty in the Jobin the Coniston sneer. 
The merge of Mond Nickel and INCO wat faking pace, 
dnd à nomber of the men of ebaic origin were beng 
Haras on ee ob, During hat ame period new smelter 
in Falsoobridge was opening up and John, slong with à 
number of oilers of is countrymen, vas persuaded 10 
Sth lginee and eet Canton and went to work or 
Falconbridge Nickel Mins. a Falconbridge one additions 
{hid was Bor othe Simkonich fala daupiter Do 
The aly then made ter home n Falconbridge but Kee 
close ti and Assocation with tel Sends in Conon. 
‘Son Nick pased aay at an ea ape The chdren grew 
pang marred an the major ofthe moved avay om 
the are Son doh fe now rete and makes i home In 
Toronto. Mary who became Mn. Keon now dese 
but ein Hamon. Helen nou Mrs. Combate snd 
make her home in Toronto. Dolly Mes. Hooter and nes 
In Hamon. Lena ie Mr. Alva White and resides in 
Toh Slikowich passed away in 1943 and his wie 
Wasfiens in 196. Their children, althoosh away rom 
Coniston, sll have fond memories of the town and 
ont numberof their frends ving here 











SLYWCHUK, Mike 

Mike Sacha was bora nthe Ukraine. He marred hie 
wife May in 1910, and n 1913 wished he fond farewell 
NY fist went to Cobalt and worked in the mines there, 
He next wert to Montreal where he worked ae a rack 
withthe CPR. Tn 1992 he sent for Mary and seed in 
Montreal. The cldes, Annie and Peter were born in 
Montreal 








11925 Mike desde to seek employment euewhere He 
ad about the Mond Nick Company hiring, ad decided 
to move to Coniston where he rematned withthe nickel 
Samar inl his trent Me bull a house on Eas Suet 
there his youngest daurter Lena was bors 

Mike and Mary celebrated. their Gib, Wedding 
ane in 1970, Mike passed aay in 1974 and Mary 

‘Ther son Peter marie Hilda Duhaime and thee 
daughter" Annet Ma, Jack Alison and Both ve in 
Conson. Lena marred Gerald Davie and resides onthe 
‘Wet Arm of Lake Nip. 


SMITH, sid 

Si Sith was born in 1897 in Renfrew. In 1914 he came 
to Wana toa lumber camp whete hi father was foreman 
tnd went fo work ping timber for the constuction it 
Toronto harbour 











A year at gt ob withthe Mond Nickel Company 
in Canson on te yard ang. He then lft Comision end 
et to Garon to work th tne ofie- À year later be 
Wes transferred back fo Coniston inthe same postion, 
‘Otte work da appeal to him so'be gut and went (0 
Stork at Murray Mines However, in 1921 e reamed (0 
Coniston foreman there un his rdrement 

Ta 917 be mari Dorothy GeotTey and they had seven 
children: Helen, Alma, George, Dortby, Harold, Stanley 
Gnd Bei. The children were ased and educated in 

ken married Albert Fourie, hey tved here al thei 
lve and ate now both dense The three Dos, Harold, 
Sani and Georg all work for INO. Harold and Stanley 
Sill eden Coniston, and Georgein Sudbury, Alma ives 
iin Garson and Beryl who is now Mrs. Hutchinson, es 
in Caley 

Si ad a length carer ia the nickel plan and was rire 
swith 3 gears fee. He pont ver 2 yeas as a foreman 
‘on the charge Moor atthe Coniston sm. 

‘Sid was ative in commun alas, and was an active 
member of the Coniston Lis Cli. 

‘Dorey pase away a 196) and Sd in 1972. The wo 
sony Mara and Stoney, malnai te Sith presence in 
Coniston 





SOBIN, Nick 

‘Nick Sobin came to Coniston fom St, Louis in 1928 and 
stated to work inthe tranportation department at the 
ion plant He ae moved ino the sme and worked 
Aa converer puncher for 16 years finally progressing to 
à skimmer Job 








Nick mated Lens Todosichuk who had come 10 
{Const from Western Canada wi her parents in 192$. 
The Soba aed fay of vo, so Pau anda daughter 
Vital. Te shlren attended the Conison publie shoo), 
ew up tard and sell i Southern Ontario 

ick raed in 1960 afer 29 yeas with the nickel 
company. The Sobins continued to make Coniston their 
Some for many years alter retirement Both Tena and Nik 
de now dead. 


SOLISKL, Frank 

rank Sisk and his wife Katherine were Born what 
as knowns Auta Hungarian Eire Later Deas 
Poland and now à the Ukraine. 

rank cae to Canad inthe ery 1900 and went 10 
work forthe CPR, When he earaed enough mone, best 
Tochis wife and you danger Ange, who came to Canada 
nia, 

He became a seston foreman withthe CPR and in his 
tater yeas na stationed inthe Wahnapitae Stinson area 
“The amy vedi a CPR seston house in Wah uni 
[924 That eat Frank left the CPR and came to work for 
the Mond Nickel Company in Coniston where he stared 
tt working on te ache and later as sag pot dump. 

"The Sols had fou chide, Anne, Mae. Soe and Bl 
‘Anne maried Nick Tachuk, à barber and pool room 
Gpereor in Coniston, They had one daughter, Mary 
(atch now living in Windsor. Anne passed sayin 
1928 

"The other daughier, Mary, was active withthe youn 
Ukrainian cultural group sn Coniston, She marted Lorne 
Legs, a hockey a ball layer, who worked for INCO st 
{Cotston fora while and then went with Ontario Hydro in 
the Mattewa aca Hee now rte and they re in North 
Bay 

Ve, ter eldest son, served oversea in the Second World 
War and then went to work at Burvash Prison Farm as à 
Conosional Ofer, He maried Hilda Tajeunsse of 
Romford, Joe now reed and vie inthe French River 
Area, and ie daughter lives in Conisto. 

‘liam (ly, well know ia Comson, was very active 
in sports and was a good bosbal peer. He seed in 
(ria and went ont coach young Baseball players. He 
paned away se yeas a, 


SOLSKI, John 

John was bor ina farming community called Chorosiv 
in the Province of Gali, whi a ha ime was under 
‘Austrian gle, He came to Canada i 1907 and for wile 
ied Winnipeg. Members of his family erred 10 
(Canad and bat located a Ontario working the 
town of Veta Mine 






Joseph, Panes, Jo, Mary, Sly So 








He marced Katie Woiehyka in Transcona, Manitoba, 
in 191% and shortly after that joined his brother and his 
Uncle in Coniston and commenced working forthe Mond 
Nickel Company. He ft Mond Nickel and Coston in 116 
fd returned 10 Manitoba where he remained unt 123, 
‘Then he once apn returned to Coniston with is wife and 
{wo daughters, and emaind ia Coniston forthe test os 
(hye 

Kate and Jha had tre aditionlcidren born o them 
in Coniston, Josep Mary and. Stanley. Moine 
‘verook John in 1534 when is wife Kate paseo away, 
Ieaving him to look ater à Young family 

Sohn continsed to work for the nickel company io 
Coniston fr some 29 year, most of which was penta he 
ins and smcter 

ia ile pret, Jha suse four len: Frances who 
later married Walter Klima, the Major of Coniston for 
2 umber of years Joe and Stanley who (OO up the 
arpenter rade, and Mary, who was à cas, mated 
to Edward Lapor of Newhaven, Connect, and seed 

John pase away in 1983, his dauphter France and son 
Joes reside in Sudbury, and Mary inthe USA. Stanley 
as ith the Royal Canadian Air Fore or we stationed 
Inv Germany whore he marries. He then came back to 
‘Canada and worked in the Kitchener area for à number of 
‘eas ater returning to Germany and vettine there. Me 
asd away two years ago. His wife Anna sl estes in 
cran 








SOLSKI, Joseph 
La 191 inthe smal town of Chorotkiv in the Province 
of Gali, then under Austin rule, à young Bd of 16, 
Sep ol, was ang goodbyes to his mother Tah 
find sere on hit departure for Canada to Joi Re older 
brother John and incl Joseph Bobowsi, iho had et 
for Canad several yar sr. His items weet come 
fo Cana spend fw years car enough monet ast 
‘he Fami, and then come home and opera the ay 


Fron fi ight Sanda Sl) Spat, esi, Ji, rw 
SL tty (Soy shatoon, Yvan Shen) Cun. Ba 
‘eet ht ew: Nek PS, ow or 





farm, Lite dd he dream tat he would never return this 
homeland again, 

“Tose joint bis brother Joh and unle Joe a Vitoria 
Mine and ma ale 1 obtain employment there where he 
Continued to work uni 1913 hen he, along with many 
‘there, was transferred to Coniston, The usta place of 
‘esdence forsale people were tbe homes of thi eas 
Sd aoquaintanceswhone wives kepe boarding houses. For 
Stine Joseph eo tom and board atthe home of Pte and 
Nelie Petra Later is brother Joa mari and bul a 
home, so Joseph stayed with Bi. 

Te 94 a Young gi by the nae of Anna Bal came to 
‘Coniston wih her moter from he od county to jun het 
father who at that te was working forthe Mond Nike 
Company and Bad a house next door to the Peur 
residence where youn Joseph was ving. Thee Years er 
‘Anaa Bay ecu Joe Slss bride 

“ov bout is brother Jos ome and he and Anna 
sorted mari le on tha ova. As was estomay nose 
days, nt ony did his young bride commence housework 
for rel, bu lone came several countrymen who Ged 
‘sth them boarder n ado, iva customary to ne 
large epee arden, cow, sie chickens and cole 
oF pels. 

Joseph and Anna ad six cire, Mike, Mary, Jessie, 
‘un, Nick an Peter The siren grew up in Coniston, 
sltended the Coniston Separate and Continuation Schools 

Life in general nthe Sos family wa ilar fo that of 
many other Eastern Europeass, wih ealy deus, 
Blueberry picking was a holiday recs forthe chien as 
‘ell as aed income forthe parents. 

“ouch coatnucd o werk he Coniston ser through 
the Mond Nike years and later with th International 
‘Nickel Company, For à numberof years he was a tappet 
fon the Blas furnaces. Poor health ended Joseph's career 
ide mel company and he retired on à disability 

Te 1948 Anna's mothe, who was now a widow residing 
in Sudbury, wanted he oly daughter to move othe cy 
and takeover the family home there ln 1088 Josep and 
‘Anna anal ter cen except Mie, moved to Sudbury 
{nd he took over the family home in Coniston 

‘Ana SOMA! pase vay in 197 and Joseph in 1968, 

Alle Sols chen sl sien te area, ve ofthe 
tv Sry Mary, aw Mis. Skakoon, has ami 
free. Brno work fo the International Nike Company 
nd ae to children Jeu and Peter sl ve i he arly 
home. Nik it marist and bat family of to cules 
He recently tered as a supers from INCO's iron ore 
Plant, Mike, former union fader, Mayor of Coniston and 
fhe Town of Nickel Ceuze and Vie Chairman of the 
Regional Mencpality of Sudbury, ves nthe emily Rome 
in Conon, 





SOROKA, John 

Job Soroka was bore farming community in Poland 
and eame 19 Canada in 1913. He worked forthe CPR as 
‘scion band at White River. After encountering he col 
Sin of 75 degree Blow nero, he wished he had never 
AS ae and After afew ears of raroading, belt 
‘White River for Bieler, Manitoba 


































tn 1918 be married Annie Pasichayk, Two eur te in 
1920 hecame Lo Conon and Job gt jb mith the Mon 
[Nickel Co. He was employed forthe net hit gears unl 
Is rarement in 1980, with Mond Nickel and INCO. 

He had two sons: Staley and Walter. Stanley vas 
emploed wih the Sudbury Hydro and has recently sted 
step, 

“Doha and Anne were active members of che Polish 
community and Our Lady of Mere Church, Tob also 
Served an à Trustee on the Coniston School Board 

Their children and prandehldren s ve inthe area. 
Stanley les in Sudbury and Walter lives in Coniston 


SOROKA, Michael 
Michael Soroka was born in 1902 in che vilage of 
CChoroahi inthe Ukesine. He emigrated to Canada in 
1928 
He started to work forthe Mond Nickel Company and 
later continued with INCO ut 1945, 





La 1930 Mike journeyed to Ethelbert, Manitoba where he 
spared Pauline Paschyk, Two daughters, Ame and 
‘Helen, were bor to then la Coniston, and Were raed and 
cated here 

20 





Anne mari John Swintsk and they now ive in 
Sudbury The have ason and = daughter and Soupe of 
randchliren, 

Helen married Harold Rhude ad ves in Falconbridge 
They ave two sons. 

‘Mike worked in the fernace department and ended up as 
a furnace tapper. He passe avay in 1945, and Pauline 
Continued folive in Coniston and rate he wo daughter. 








Pauline remarried in 1946 0 John Chunk, a native of 
Abeta. He cme to Coniston in 94 and worked for INCO 
ntl his retrement. They hed two daughers, Patricia and 
Pauline. Pala maid Ray Paro and ves in Hanmer, 
and Pauline marred Rudy Tenbergen and also Wve 8 


SOULE, William 

Wiliam Soule and his wife Jesse came 19 Coniston in 
1922. He worked as Elec Sopernenden with the Mon 
Nickel Company. He remained in Coton unt the meraet 
fof Mond and INCO and was then transfered the Copper 
Gt pane whee he remain nt his rarement. 


Wiliam ond Jee Soule 


is wife Jesse passed away i the late 1960's and he à 
“They had one son, Coli, who wa ile in Germany in 
the later part of World War IL 


SOTTILE, Salvatore 

Salvatore ‘Sam’ Sot was bor in Csrcole, al, and 
fiat came to Canada in 1912. He arte in Sudbury and 
‘worked for the road in Caprel spent several Yeas ot 
{net inthe Mond smelter ere, worked a western haves 
ad ran movie house in Bracebridge efor seing up his 
bila busines ia Coniston in 1920. I the late tenis 
usines war sack and he lt run ilar alla Bind 
River fora couple of years, 





Resa, Ph Frank Sorte. Back row Wo ras Josephine 





In 1922 be returned to al and yar lair he marred 
Rosa Belin ag om his howteown. Tha same yar 
Sam returned to Conon wich hs bride and be resumed 
portier al wit be ied on wits acon 1, 
re he stayed uni is rtrement in 196) &locomosive 
Then They are proud of ther sx daehters and three 
fons who were all born In Conon. dose (Mie D 
child ia musi teacher and ives ia Toronto. Mary 
(ire: Win, Roe) iss homemaker engin Lily. Eleanor 
(bs. Greg Beaton) fan Eaton Clerk and makes her 
home in Coniston. Carmel (Mrs. I. MacDonald) an 
tlementary schoo teacher and cle ri Columbia Ber 
home. Pil (nave to Rove Ou) President of ken 
Soie Insurance Brokers Ine- and lives in Niagara Falls 
‘Anta (Mis À, Boreste) a homemaker vin Caprel 
Frank (maid to R. Comtols) isa Mechanical Instructor 
st Toco and ves in Garson. Tonÿ (navi to Peay Wet) 
a sleaman ving in Sudbury and Connie à bo esp 
‘spit ving at hore 

‘Se Paul the Aponte the family church 

The children attended Our Lady of Mercy and Coniston 
Continuation Schools, Cambrian and St. Michael's Colles, 
‘North Bay Normal School, Sudbury High and the Royal 
Conservatory of Musi 

Sum vividly recalled the dense bushland and tack 
of rods; running water and sees, Tete were fe ats 
nd the horse and bagey was the mode of transportation. 

‘Sam passed away January 23, 1983. Rosa lives in the 
Lamy home, in Coniston, 

"Thee are presently 17 grandchildren and sx great 
srandodren inthe Fami 





SPENCER, Alfred 

Fred was born on Calumet Island, Quebec, in 1898, He 
was educated and grew up there and atthe age of 19 he 
Join the Armed Fores and fugit in Word War I before 
end hs family moved to Verner. In 1920 Fred moved 
to Sudbury and went io work for Delongchamp Carag, 
fnd Inter was a nema forthe Sodbury Hyde. 





tote. Sema lf 10 rene Aldere, Rooms, Roly, Raber 





He ma and marved Marie-Anne Grimard who was bora 
in Contton but raised in Sudbury In 1922 they moved to 
CConiton and Fred went to work forthe Mond Nickel 
Company and the sosceor company INCO, where he 
fematued for 1 yeas nl hs etrement athe ae of 68 

Marie-Anne and Fred reed twee children: Eveline, 
Aïe. Wilbert, Roland, Adrienne, Liosl, Leonard, 
Jeannete, Ronald, Robert, André and Roger. They were 
dues in Coniston. The boys flowed ther father’s 
Footsteps and worked for INCO. (These were Alege, 
Wilbert Roland, Lion), Leonard apd Rober). Adrienne 
beceme’a pharmacist and iver in Winuipes, Roland i à 
fiver man, and Andre a traveler, Eveline and Jeannette 
fre both mari 

“The malo of the Spence family reside in Coniston and 
coches the surrounding communis. 

"Tc olde boys real theater working oly thre days 
esky traveling backend forth to Copper CLIT inte dead 
‘finer in extreme cold weather, and bebe picking 
{supplement the family acome oF fishing inthe Coniston 
Crk 
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SPENCER, James Herbert 
James Spencer and Annie Flint were maid ia 1897 in 
England 
“mes came to Canada in 1910 to look fora jb and find 
or burda hose for Fam, He reveled over in cattle 


boat and ended up in Veta Mine. Anne arsed in 191 
ar ce Eat, Mabel and Berard who were born 
in Notagham, England 

James nas wood timer by trade but thre wae not 
much el for fin carpet, se took 2 jb atte seer 
{a Victoria Mine, and in 1913 moved to Coniston. 

‘James Was a good churchman and played tub inthe 
Salvation Ary Band. He tune his interes in bad sie 
and he Salvation Ary. 


Am en a Spec Sir amd Bernard Spencer 


Annie mure le ik, delivered babes and was an all 
around valable person 

Beth and Mabs dt er ages. Berard an is cousin 
Walter Haddon were active Boy Scouts and hockey payes 

‘Bernard atid Sigrid Brain, He became a policeman 
sand they std in Gaon, Irene, the youngest child of 
James and Annie was born in Coton dnd ated in bet 
motes god works, She sno Mn. McCusi of Sudbury. 

The Spencer were very active and involved in thei of 
All Sins Anglican Church 


SQUIRES, William Stas 

Wiliam Squires was orn in Baie Au Vert in 
‘Newfoundland. In those days, before Confederation, à 
‘Soung lad Wim works the boats between Newfoundland 
nd Canada and ial came to Norther Ontario and dt 
ome prospecting and morking inthe umber camps 

in D, beret he ane Brown fom Clear Lake. They 
wee married in Mine. Te aed a amily of 12 dre, 

Ta 915, Willam and Ethel and heft born son, Ces, 
came 19 lve ia Coniston. Willa wen 19 work forthe 
Mond Nickel Company 
‘outdoors, A sood setrian, he worked in he trial 
parement atte smelter 

“The resto their shlen were born in Coniston, 

Maria, now Mr. Sealy, ves a Coniston, Dorothy e 
Mex. Alin Alexandr and they are farmers in Webbwood, 
Enos worked forthe Ontario Hydro, is now retired, and 












































lives in Coniston. Ina became Mrs. il Jordan, vein Pine 
Fall Manitoba, and ienow decsce, Mildred i Mrs tle 
Monigomery and ives in Onaping Falls, Delia is Mrs 
Lionel Bake and lives in Lively Loyd worked at INCO for 
à time, later had his own busines, and. now reads i 
‘imum, Bah a Regtered Name mace Ea Tell 
tn eetrical supervisor Rein in Coniston. Gail marie 
Don Johnson and lives in Georgstown, Ontario. Col 
‘mari Blanche Leta and they are both now dese, 

‘Willa was ooking forward a reement and she ese 
years, Unfomnatelon he eve of is Fete, May 1980, 
Fevulferd stroke and passed away, Ethel erred of 
many ven foking afer her fam). She pased away fe 
ie 

“Thee are many descendants tl this ae. 








STACEY, John 

John Stacey was born and grew up in Templecombe, 
‘utnmerset He mari Eleieth Dyke fom Suite, 

“oh cameo Canada in 1906 fit stopping at Bruce 
Mines and then ving to Vietora Mine, His wife aad 
author Abe, then eas old, cae to Canada i 1807 

“atin wae machin at Vitoria Mine and worked there 
anti 913 and then transfer fo Coniston when the ne 
Seley weat into operation 














LA 1h Gat, Ll, Ae, ck, lait à John Ses 


‘Tie son Joh, beter known a Jack, was born in 
cris Mine ln 1913, Gladys was born, and Lilian i 

Ton and Bibeth were acte members of AI Sins 
agin Church in Coniston 

“fn pase may in 1937 and Elizabeth in 19S), Thee 
daughier Ale was an orgit for 13 years thee church 
She marred Bill Eastin, a CNR ralvay man. Bil worked 
In Coniston and Copper CHAR. They seed im Copper CHE 
hey Had vo davies, She now Ms. Pees and 
Vivianne, Mrs. Amel in Copper Cf 

Jack Ket busy paying hockey and basball. He marred 
tty Riley. They had two chen, Job who lives 1 
oon and Ane who teaches a Garson Falconbdae 
Tigh School. Ange mari Jim Haan, high school 
each. They reside Constoa and hav a ami of fur. 
‘Spelt len the organist at All Sint Anghcan Church. 

“Gays vasa fin oftal player and à member of the 
‘sudbury Canoe Cb tat wor the championship i 1934 
‘She marged Donal Farcl of Coniston. They ted i 
Falconbridge. They bad two children, Anne of Pembroke 
and Donald of Falconbridae. 

lan marred Leo Ofer à Coniston lad and sey reside 
ia Coniston, Tey had two children, Brana Sudbury. and 
‘Sharon in Toronto, Lilian iano an age member the 
Church 


STALKER, Alex 

The Salers came to Coniston from Lachine, Quebec ia 
te early 1920. Alex was a plateworker by wade and 
Noel inthe Coniston plasstop 

"Te Stalkers had to cidre, Alex J. and Gordon, who 
ev up i Coniston and atended school here. Alex Jr 
nel the Royal Canadian Air Force daring the Second 
‘World War and was Hd in ection. 





“he Stalker family semaine in Coniston uni 1950 when 
‘Ales seed from INCO They then moved to London, 
Ontario, lived there for number of Year, and ae both 
now decared Tir Son Gordon sll resides in Londen, 





STEELE, John 

John a Side went west on a barvest trainin 193 from 
‘Gaspé Bay, Quebes, and on Mi turn ep at all stopped 
‘tt in Coniston and got à job with the Mond Nickel 
Company 

‘Bay 1924, the following year, he went Montreal to 
inary Tita Bei, Aer they were married he ook his ide 
to's home in Chaleur Quel. Se remained there unt 
$y while be went backowosk ia Coniston and 1 prepare 
à place fr his wie 

Fra worked in Coniston né uly 1933. The daughters 
‘wer bom othe Stel Elizabeth, Page and Vila Eta 
Sa expecting thi fourth ei when tragedy struck. Tra 
‘ame seriously and pated sway. Ten da ater, son 
wa born, ra John 

‘fer Jo pated away, Fa was given a job diving he 
men to work from Coniston to Copper CH, She worked 
odd jobe to maintain an income. When ber daughter 
Ezaeth was older se became 2 cok for the summer at 
akeland Lodge on the Wakaplae and the French River 
{Lodge Eta, besides cooking, wen! into nursing cares. 

Tit rase the four ciren by herself ta tine When 
tere were man hard 


L 


Elzaeth is marie and now es in Richmond, Quebec 
Peggy mari an Even Oa, Viola ve a Soabury 
ad ra John lives in Levack. 

uring the war, Etta was able to obtain fll time 
employment at the Coniston Smeher. She mec and Was 
outed bya bachelor, Lee Creswell. In 1950, Lele, 
“Sam ae he was called decided be had ad enough of he 
bachelors ie and mared Ba 

They had one on, James, who & now marie and ives 
in Rede, Albers, apd hat provided Ela and Leste with 
free grandchlaren, Connie, Jamie and Randy 

"They devote much me All Sains Anglian Church 
in Coniston and tend os szabl garden and or beds 


STEPHENSON, Harry 
Harry Stephenson, son ofa farmer, was bor in 1889 a 
Cathcart, «small faring village near Brantford 
‘After fining high shoo in Brantford, he worked for 
à coupe of yeas ina paper mil at Niagara Falls, N.Y 
He then ace busines college in Woodstock. 
He fist came to work for the Mond Nickel Company in 
the crowning department in 1912 His fist ob was at 
mm 











Garon Mine. A few months later, he was moved 10 
(Canton Two years ler he became the paymaser 

He was marred i 920 to Elisabeth Martha Walsh who 
hat come wither family to. Copper Ci 

The Stephensons bad sx chldren: Charlie was a 
carpenter, Pete an ga, John à oh choo teacher, 
Sn a thee are ried; Mary à à ause, Harry Jr a 
acts st Frood and Chaine (pou Ms. Combe) works 
[ta bank in Sudbury. John and Mary ve La Thunder Ra. 

‘As pmvmaste, Harry had some harrowing experience. 
{ACL o'clock on the morning of July 24 1922, in the 
Company of De. CV. Cores, Manager of Mond Nickel, 
Gnd W.A. MacDoncl, Office Monger, Harry was walking 
‘dg the pth ain rom the town ote scr, hous 
the bush was paydey and theo had picked up the plan 
payroll of $2830), As they approached a elump of wilows 
ith Harry tthe lead, three masked men stepped out 
Folding revolvers and commanded Harry L hand over the 
Frome) esurendred he parc containing sive and all 
Tankots, ily MacDonel took advantage ofthis diversion 
to os is parcel of taney into the dich. The bands let 
fia bull fang a wld shot and covering thei escape by 
{vetoing more punfie. They tok 53,40 wih chem. The 
‘lk ofthe cash which was being carried by the men was 
faved Harrys peat encounter with guns took place when 
Fea tang the payroll to Levack Several years ate, He 
tno as fortunate hs te, ending up wha wound in 
the nn 

Harty was transfered tothe rel tte deparement at 
‘Copper Clif ber errs unl 1938 when he was once 
aga moved to the payants department. is knowledge 
{id Tamar with te employes beefed him, and them, 
{peat dea! le was often allo an "uso ambassador 
of good wil 

He rare after 42 years of service in 1984, His wife 
Evabeth passed avay in 1962 and bein 1964, Four of the 
‘Stephenson ae sill nthe area 














‘STEVENSON, Fred 

Fed Stevenson was born in Fredericton, NB. in 187. 
He came to Omaio and Victoria Mine, landing jab wth 
the Mond Nas Company in 1900 dating the ptiod at 
the meler vas being buat, According tet INCO Triangle 
11936, Fred was with the mechanical department unl te 
che went into operation and thes he went to werk under 
ob Richardson 

"A Joung fellow needed a strong back and plenty of pep 
in hove days he wou a). He worked 7 days a Ne, 12 
hours ty for 16e an Rout, ad on changes of shill he 
Wen LRO 2¢ hour and sometimes 8 hous without à 

Fre and hs wife Julia wer arid in Beachbare in 1908 
seth amy conc of to dupes Vars ad 





Pred nd Ji Sern 


Fred vas an ardent hunter and fiherman and à great story 
el We maybe oc geod astor teller at home, fr 
be got caught stretching à eer hunting story by his wie, 
thle 

Hs continuous sevice withthe nickel company dated 
tack 10 1909 and continued unt hs rarement in 198), 
Bests holding the positon of sate foreman, Fed seed 
fn the Coniston Town Covoel from 1988 0 1941 

‘red and Jui have since past avay. Their daugter 
vel Ines in Toronto, nd Bera in California 


STEWART, John Wesley 

“ohn Wesley Stewart vas bora a Bancroft, Ontario, in 
172 He was the ony hil of Scots immigrant. John 
‘wos a COR employee and worked in various cntes of 
Nonhera Ontario. 

Titan Soit Conroy was born ia Webbood, Ontario 
in i877, and race her education thee. 

Jar nd Lan were married in Webbood in 1897 and 
sived there and in Echo Bay, Ontario, before coming tive 
na CPR house at Romford around 1908 John et the CPR 
Jin hired on wit the Mood Nickel Company at the 
‘Const uc, He worked inthe Yard ang ntl de 
eisai They lived fn à house atthe camer of Second 
‘Avenue and Poplar Stet Lilian moved to Sudbury at 
‘erusbund's death, then to New Toronto where she ied 




























































in 1969. She and Joka had nine children al of whom ved 

ath Stewart vas bora at Webbwood in 1698. She vas 
ducs in Exo Bay and Sault Se. Marie: She worked for 
Mon Nickel or four years before taking nurse traine 
In Toromio She worked as a rer nurse at Toronto 
{General Hospital fr many years, and emaned unmarried. 
She now retired and living in New Horizons senior 
‘Shien’ complex in Toroata, 

‘Cale Stewart was born i 1900 at Exho Bay and was 
‘iveatd in Coniston. He worked for Inco fora short ime 
Nien Fal then went with Ontario Hydro at Niagara 
Fale He maria Matin Baxter of Chippewa in 1926, Tey 
bd wo dapters, Matgace and Ruth, Calvi wife 
Marion ded fn 1977 and Calvin istered and Ling in 
Nasa Fal 


Bab, Ore & ler Stevo 


Marjorie Stewart was bor in 1902 in Echo Bay. She was 
ciated. in Coniton and worked as à pbotograpiic 
Aaant until her mariage i 1928 co Ton Norauay of 
‘Coniston ohn ded in 196% and Marjo edn 1982 They 
ad one on Tom, and vo grandchildren, Shea and Dai. 

Robert Stewart was orn at Echo Bay in 1904, He was 
educated in Coniston, and worked ae an clin for 
INGO st Narn Falls foray years. He maria Ina Laakso 
of Beaver Laken 1935 They ad oe daughter, Cal who 
aid fim Nojouen of Nain, Carl and Ji have 2 son 
{Gury and a daughter Saran, Robert Stewart ded in 1063 
Sod hs wife Ina in 1976 

"Ae Swat was boa a 1906 at Garden River, Ontario. 
she was educated in Coniston and Toronto and wae ‘well 
now nthe Sudbury and Coton ares a à lo teacher 
She marie Abe Star of Toronto in 198, Sd he ved 
in Toronto fora sumber of years where Abe was employed 
by Anaconda Brass. Abe died 1979 and Ale feted in 
Mssauga. They ad no children, 

‘Anne Stewart wat born at Romford in 1909, She was 
cated in Coniston and took nursing in Toronto. 
‘She mai Kenneth Armatrong of Massey in 1940. The 
‘Armstrons ved for many vers in Pot Arthu, the for 
Short te in Marathon, They are now ried and living 
in Pore Hope, Ontario. They have to shlren, Pal à 
‘urologist ia Kingston, and Jocayn, a wavel consultant 
ia Napanee. 

Wilma Stewart was born in 1912in Colston and scsived 








her education ther. She worked in childcare in Sudbury 
ares and in Toronto dot mary, and es in eliement 
aC Kitchener, Ontario, 

Eimer Seware wat bor at Coniston in 1944, He received 
his educanon in Coniston and worked for INCO unt 1941 
He served oversaw he RCAF. He marred Ruby Klein, 
2 Coniston feacher in 1997, and after the war, they lived 
in Suatford where Elmer worked forthe CNR. They had 
Thre tildes, ety, John and Nan. Elmer died in 197, 
and hie widow hve in Statfrd 

‘Oui Stewart vas bora at Coniston in 1916 and was 
dca in Coniston, He was employed by Cochrane 
Dunlop in Sudbury snd Copper Cit fora numberof years, 
{hen operated his own general sore in Webbwood, Ossie 
marie Buddy Goudy ar Copper CHI in 143. They had 
{vee sos, Donal, David and Brace, Donald emploved 
{ss town planner a Victor, B.C, David Werks as areal 
‘Sra sero in Tocont, an Brace a Soll werker in 
‘New Zealand. Oui ded in 1965 and Bis widow Its i 
Fonds 








STOROZUK, John 

Jo Soromuk left a small farming village called 
Corot nthe Vraie In 1908, He same to Canada 
And sete inthe west ear of a bee ie 

“ole mused Annie Bou from Cb Plas, Maitoba 
“Tey sponta numberof ears in Reina, Sasatcevan, where 
that Ht two daughters, dese and Mille, were boa, 

in 1919 the family decided to move east and came to 
‘Coniston where John ot à job wich the Mond Nike 
‘Company, THe remained in Coniston and worked at the 
Senter for many eats uni rarement 


ohm Sioraci faly, seated 1 10 at Ie Sherr 
‘poi ton Sore, a lw ee. 
‘neh Lion, Stoning left to right; Jean, il, Stl, Mike 





Six addin children were born tothe Storonuk: Mary, 
Nike, Stel, Bl, Jean and Heanor. Te ctldren eid 
thelr duo in Conston ad he fay were al embers 
tt St Mines Ukrainian Church. 

(cae mar Dayo Stenkarl, Mile bécane Mis. Dan 
‘aby, Sas Mrs Hary Sa, Bi marie Nelle Bosh, 
Fleanor mared Claude Paradis, and they all Uve in 














Sudbury. Mary marred Alex Zaavich and sted in Port 
Colborne. Mike marred Helen Premock whose fai 

fie John's retirement they sted in Sudbury where the 
majority of thee cdr were reine, Both Jobn and 
‘Annie asso sway in 1963, but hee esl sizable 
‘Storock fly presence inthe area including Coniston. 


STOROZUK, Philip 

Philip Storozuk was born in Chart in the Ukraine 
and cameo Canada inte carly 190030 selfs Wester 
res Tom and Frans bor in Winnge, Toh, Anne 
Doris, Sophie and Bill bor in Coniston 

Philip worked for he Mond Nika Company and INCO, 
most of the tne onthe charge Noor and 1 the bis 
{Conion: Sen witha serous less, Philp pated aay 


Es 





in Coniston for quite some tine, She was maried to James 
Todosachak who worked as carpenter inthe Coniston 
shop. They moved to Kitchener and now retired, Annie 
Bons tnd Sophie marie aod remained in te Sodbury 
‘src: Doris marie Hill Coteio who was Chairman of 
the Comite of Adjustment ora numberof years. Bil, 
{he Youngest son, remained in Coniston and ised wil his 
‘othe. Both Bil and Ws mother have now pased aay 





SUSLA, Bill 

Bill wat born in 199 in Choostiv, Ukraine, He was 
risa end went fo schoo! inthe Ukraine 

“afer World War when immigraion opened Canada, 
Bil came to this country and stl in Conston i 1922 
He started to work forthe Mond Nickel Company, Natale 
Soon 1 be his ie, eae to Coniston in 192 fom sal 
‘neighbouring vile called Postolvka, Ukraine 

Billand Natale wee meds Coton i 1995 and had 
two cilren, Anne and Waly Bl coanued working in 
‘Coniston uni 1982 and then became hotel owner in 
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A few eus ate they moved on to Niagara Fal, Ontario, 
Bil sted from business a 1962 due tol bel and 
piss avay in 1963. Natale resides in Toronto, lone 4 
Fer dnvehter, Anne, who eased Bil Yawiak 

‘Wally tives in Stoney Creek and is employed by Steko 


TABINSKI, Mike 


‘Coniston 1926 ad war emplved a the ten 1829 he mar 
Se ama Paci thd i Conon ih ara 
‘bg thn mca oye tthe se 


TAILLEFER, Treffle 

Trefle Tale vas born in Wendover, Ontario, near 
Contawa ona farm in 1896 le moved to Cache Bay ere 
Pre up and led he family run a ire. He went ino 
the army in T917 and hen he rome fer the wat 1 








Tree and Yvonne Tale 


Cache Bay he marred Yvonne Desbiens, Yvonne was a 
fave of Bale St Paul, Gaspé, Quebec 

Tics oil came to Coniston run butcher shop 
for John Dane. À couple of yeas withthe Depresion 
ite pek, the job ode Tree ound ise ar pressed 
‘nt he was le 10 get a 3b the amer starting the 
age floor where he remained for many Years. 

The Tallefers had six eileen: Jean, Vette, Lucile, 
Edmond, Job: Paul abd Jacguaine. Jean was maid 0 
Alfred Lae, Yvette 10 Oscar Gauvreau, Lucile Mi, 
Les Chayka, and Jacqueline became Mrs. Valet. 

Tic and Yvonne have sine passed avay. Their oldest 
son, Edniond, marred Dohery Belmore, à native of 
‘Garson, and Lucile Les Chayk’s wie keep the Tater 


TANCREDI Family 

[ACS Jers of age, Tino Tapered, who was born in 
1191 in Oder tly, found himself in Vitoria Min, where 
‘he wa employed by Mond. Aboot ayer later youne 13 
Sear old mir named Madeline Gino, whos hometown, 
as bent in France, ao anived in Viton Mine 











Left ih: Mare Olver, Madeline Tener, Tian nc 


aid nV Me, dau 

he am moved oConsion nal 194 after shor 
stayin Copper Cll and Tuten was employed ta the 
‘esha dpa a Mond wae be aye Ul Hs 

[Edith was educated in the Coniston Separate and 
Continuation chook an he Sodbury Base Colege 
from wich se paused a stenographer POLE 
Se nov makes fer home i Hanon 

ne fal us ere Our Lady of Mercy and ater 

Mines one ofthe most catalan the 
tun commu Se give’ satay of Re ie, 
‘peng Sunes ours atte spa and 1 homes 
and friend. ‘ 

"Tian herve was Sidebar automo, He wat 
Of several ea of rts on the mud ued road 

“Tan pases say in 19M and wan peices by 
ale i 36 


er Edith was born to 








TELFER, Alexander Jefferson 
in ‘67m. His sretvarandparents were" United Empire 
Loyalists who came ve rom te USA during he American 
Revolution and sted near Toronto in York Township 
Whee many of thir descendants ll reside today. A small 
‘nim to fame a restiontp to Lieutenant James Scord, 
husband ofthe Laura Secord ofthe 112 War, being a reat 
aunt of Alexander 

Alexander's vite, Catherine (Fay) Robillard, was bo 
parent, Cathecine' parents came fom Rigaud, Quebec, 
lind foloved the alway ast war being bly sid nthe 
‘Stdbury ate, and then moved to Romfoed 

“Alex came orth fom Toronto to do some prospecting. 
However, not being toa succesful in prospecting ventures, 
Be dd work forthe Mond Nt Company and tet 
INCO, and remained there uni his retirement i 1983 















Ale and Fanny, a she was called, layed violin ad piano 
atthe weekend dates at Hermans touring hou on Cedar 
Street in Coniston during the years 1915-1916 

‘Alex pased nea in 1959 and Fanny in 1967, They ha 
‘wo cle, lene an Bl who sires nth are, Lene 
vas marie to the late Lary Laycock, Mind à 800 

Bly or Wiiam, had quite a career with the Township 
of Necon-Garson Inthe early days. He held the postions 
of ClrkeTearurer, Assessor and Tax Collector 

Sie 196, he has owned hi ow business on Bancroft 
Dive doing mechanical mork, In is spare time be an 
‘civ member of the Lions Club wile lene sole 
‘ith the Catholic Women's League 


‘THE TESSIER BROTHERS 
Coniston smelrs The fs to arrive was Medete Who 
Seri to work forthe Mond Nickel Company in 1933. His 
Fam reals ta souvenir of hs ood fortune in ging 
job be saved the rst pay cheque sub he ected. Med 
{Carocqe, im 1929. His first job withthe company was 
‘working inthe roue yard which was located back of the 
Stole, close othe Wahzapie River. He mained on that 
jb throu the whole period al the oust yard as in 
operation and, when i finaly closed down, ke was 
tfensfeted tothe snr co the charge lor. Mederic and 
Mare Ange rad à famly of five In Coniston: Armand, 
Rachel, Moris, Medere Jr, and Jos Mare. The chiles 
Femained n the area for some time but have ance med 
{other area in the conor. Meders Iris close by and 
red in Carson, John Mar took over the family home 
in Coniston and sl owas the home, but he inl makes 
his home in Toronto. Mederic spent 43 years working Tor 
{he nickel company. ie pasted sna in 1980 atthe ge of 
4s, Mate Ange now makes ber Rome in Garson with 
Made de 


From ef rig: Maui and Mode, Back ro ef 1 gt 
Armand, Rachel Mari ange, Moder Tes 
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Seated eft torah Gamat, Dei, Lal, Andre, Sanding it 





rian was the next brother Lo are in Coniston afew 
month fer Mesere le was sey married and rented 
{tle honse nex to Xavier Pago, the house which i 
now owned by Gaston Charon. There were four children 
nth fam one boy and thes gil, Rheal, Geman, 
Forma years bt was ae amer ote machine hop 
find worked in the mechanical depariment ul is 
Feturement He passed aay ln 1967 atthe age of 70, His 
wifes also nov decetsed, and al ir ete cede in 








The third brother Ladger (tee known as Tom) case 
Lo work forthe company inthe 190". He arid. 
Coniion gr, Cecile Lalonde, the daughter of Ovll 
Lalonde. He spent many sears wosking inthe mate room 
loading cars unt hema rame to Copper Cis 15 
[Ludger but his vn home atthe north end of ward 
Sue. Thee daughter Janet, who is ow Mis. Roland 
Foret, now occupe the amy home. Lodger passed avay 
fn i974 and Cele now makes her home In Sudbury 

The fourth ofthe Tener brothers, Germ, fst came 
0 Coniston in 1925, He ed this oer ain’ ae 
nd attended the new built school under the rics 
Youre Gout. He passed his high school trance 
‘raminatons and tended Sacred Heart College whee he 
rune with à BA degree 1934- He thea went où 10 











teach schoo in St Charles for about a eu at à ar Of 
‘phy dollar à mont. He came vo work at the Coniston 
meter For what though would be the sus vacation 
fhe vacation Tasted for 38 yeas with INCO, fist as à 
‘ponte’ helper aad then asa welder, and for 28 sears 
A à fir aid stlendanc Germain mari a Coniston ai, 
Puce Jean, They rated à femly of (ve ~ Ande, 
Jacgusne, Paulette, Susan and Dense. Alla fami iv 
inthe mmedint aes, Andresan engines wilh NCO, S40 
Of their duper reside in Coniston, Paste mars 1 
Raymond Blake and Susan married to Gilles Reausbeck 
Germain eed from INCO in 1974. He enjoys teaching 
‘woodwork once ma wie and works ina le shop ia the 
sement of his home which was but in 1924 by ns wife's 
father, Ssvio. Jean. He and his wife Lucile have no 
Sntetions of leaving Coniston, 





TODOSICHUK, Peter 
Peter Todosichsk and his wife Irene Klucha were two 
ofthe early pioneers who came to Canada on the promise 
that they would be given some land io make à ne ie for 
“They came from smal farming community inthe 
zane called Howrytneh 

Peter and Irene eve Canada with thle two cide, 
Alec and Kos, in Mareh 1900, and took up homestead 
‘Solon 2, ‘Township 26, Range 0, in place called 
Halls, Saskatchewan 

Naturally Peter, being à carpenter, bu a home and a 
ar to howe themaves and their vestock. 

Tots, Petr traded the farm wa Ja Shywchuk 
for another section, where Le once gain bull à house, à 
sanary and à shop. 

Betwesn 1900 am 196, they had moved four times to 
four fee sitions of land and bt homes on them. 

ive more children were born in Saskatchewan: John, 
Lens, James, Nik and Nee. In 1916 they moved 10 
Léomars Manitoba, Peer once again went hough he same 
routine of building new residence ie Leonard and later a 

Three ore children were born: Mary, Rose and Dor 

An 193 they ted of western faring and were convinced 
that they should go 10 Ontario nthe Waterford are 0 de 


ene, Sophie Pete, Ale, rene, Kot, Jobe, baby Net, ame 





some farming. After two years in Waterford, where thir 
Soung son George was Dom, they Were encouraged By à 
[eihouring farmer, Alex Moror, to move to Conon 
‘thee the sons would have a trouble obtaining work ana 
‘aking à good ving. Alex Movor orginally came to 
Canada ‘and seed in Con where be obtained 
employment tthe Coniston ele. He Lier aso bought 
Sim at Wetcord and commoted back an fort Tn 1925 
Peter headed for Conlston, bought a small house at te 
ième end of Willan Sueet and before 160 lon 
Sonsracted à new, larger home 

"He and several of hit ons obtsned work with he Mond 
Nickel Company. He retuned to carpentry whieh he 
‘enjoed and so id some of his sons. 

‘Several member of his amily staed inthe Conon area 
wil thar ke Ale, went to work forthe CNR. Kost, 
became a plceman in Edmonton, Alberta, Joke headed 
forthe USA and seed thee, and James, Nick, Nlie, 
‘Mary, Rose, Dora and George spent ost oftheir younset 
{aye in Coniston. Lena marred Nick Soin Wo worked 
‘tthe meter The raised family and stayed in Conston 
Ne Nick tered. lames ended up in the Coniston 
Carpenter shop while Nck worked at the sete. Nee 
‘marie à Leveckiinr by the name of Walter Sols and 
etd in that commit. Mary beam Mrs. Bil Dane 
nd they made Coniston their home for man) Yeas. Dora 
became Mis. Burdesuk and ele in Sudbury asd young 
(George eventually. Ros, afer many ears i Conon, werk 
Shek ont weat where she al Unes now 

‘esies being aood carpenters, a nuiber of them were 
ao musically nine 

"Tames mario Frances Storozuk of Coniston, who lived 
con the sume sect a te Todowichks. James nd Franses 
and some of heir children played as band at many parts, 
nd commu to do so for years when they moved to 
Kichene. 

There are sil a number of Todosichuk descendants in 

Pers grandit, Al Soli, made à name for himself in 
‘ne Sodbury are eee vas a iy of Sudbury Alderman, 
later City Treasures, and à now Chief Administrative 
(fier for the Cty of Beamon, 








TONIOLO Family 

For Wiliam and the CPR were the fit stops for 
Valeting Tonio when be anodin Canada a 190 rom 
ori, Treviso ia aly, where he was orn in 1888 1910 
be was in Coniston ready to help Mond with their new 
Sister. In 1920 Amcia Csrantola came to Coniston and 
before long the two were wed in Our Lady of Metey Church, 

“There were two slden bor Lo them; Ontario ‘Bret 
{marie Yo Mona Lalonde), and arta ‘Yayo (arid to 
Femande Lalonde). The} went Lo school in Coniston, 
fending Our Lady of Morey Separate and Coniston 
‘Continuation Schools and are parislonas of Our Lady of 
Mercy and St Poul the Apostle Churches, 

Bret has owned and operated his own Busnes, Coniston 
Radio Shop, for many year, and Haro went 19 work for 
Inco in 14 and eed asa General Foreman in 19. Both 
toys have a family of Tour cidre each Beet as served 











as President ofboth ie Lion's Cid and Cab Alege. The 
later for several eu 

Many can rca when Valentino would show up for work 
inthe morn to early to punch fn 0 he would proceed 
to hs place of work, get an Pour or so end and ten 
Fr 0 he lock lity to avai the 7.00 a whistle 0 
fe could punch. He rte In 1949, Amelia was an aid 
user} poker and more than one youngster earbd from 
her knowhow 

‘Amoi passed vay in 1985 and was joined by Valentino 


TOTINO Family 

1k de difficult to speak of Coniston’ history without 
rain to Note Dame De La Mere Church, te church 
Uf St Paul te Apo, ce Coniston Band and Club Alege 
{Tete development À party influenced by the act that 
Francesco Tone, born a Tacs, al, i 1878, decided 
fo come ta Consion many Years ltr. 

Francesco married 19 yer old EasmanuelaCalbraro in 
tis hometown in 192, The Fami» ist new aval was 
{Giovanna followed by Vito (marred to Marie Swan) and 
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Dane ‘Dan (matted to Marina Francheto) tn the fl 
Of 1922 Frank came 10 Canada via the USA and mage 
Consion his new home and Mond hs place of work 

In 1924 Emmanuel and her wo boas came To join 
francesco at thei ome on what i now Carag Stee. A 
‘om Frank atid to len Swan) eas the next addition 

Grant, Vito and Dan ssived thee primary scooting 
in Incurso. Frank's eduction ated wit the Coniston 
Separate and Continuation Schoo trough tthe Univesity 
of Toronto. The Family churches were Our Lady of Mercy 
and Inter Si. Pal the Apostle. 

‘Giovanna married and moved tothe USA unt er 
tushand's death when she returned totaly. Vio started ou 
a à misilan and arranged musi for some of Toronto's 
Fine orchestras before dealing to further M studies amd 
home anAtcitectural Draftsman, He crea 
Signed and tui mumeout rte im the iy of Sobre 
tela two Coniston churches, Note Dame dea Mera 
fd St.Paul the Apostle, He also designed and supervised 
the construction and renovations of Club Ag. Dan, of 
eve, comrbuted greatly to. Coniston’ cultural 
evelopeat a a muta and by training "0 many our 
‘usiane in his capacty as bandmaser of the Coniston 
Hand in excs of forty years He was aso the founder and 
fit President of Cub Allegri, Thos achievement ar dealt 
‘ith in grester detain other portions ofthis book. From 
1949 on he also worked at Ino's warehouse in Coniston. 
Frank hasbeen & profesional engineer for over 35 Jars 
in Ontario, Alberta and British Combi. He was sant 
‘Gig Eee in Sudbury 1948-50 and NKim Township 
Engineer 195053, and ie presently President-elect ofthe 
Rotary Club in downtown Famontn. 

The hing tha moe impressed the Tinos with heir new 
home was the fact that thre were pent of shes Wilk 
dico ow bu blushes and steam ith Gear. cl 

“Emmanuel died in 1951 predeceased by Francesco in 
1940. Vito pass away in 1982 followed by Dan in 1976, 
They fe thee mah 














TREPANIER, Adrien 
‘Adie repair us bin ayes, Quebec. A a young 
tad he went to work in nearby Catsapscl in 1927 when 
the Matapedia River went on à spring rampage overowed 
Shan and submerpd the xml where he was Working 
‘Samp and dngustod, he packed hit bags and headed To ih 
Ts ight vas haled at Blind River where be was ied 
to belp Bud the 150 miles of Toad from Thesalon 10 
{Chapeau By the fall of the sme Sear he was headed home 
Lo ie on he iver but got no farther han Conston whee 
be wes hired by Mond Nickel Company Lo work in te 
‘When production was cutback in 1932 be retuned to 
Seybes, but la 1933 mas ack inthe Sudbury area a à 
Parker for lca jobber, I 1336 he landed a ob with 
NCO in the bla furnace dpariment at Conon 
“Adrien macied gi from his Hometown in 1984, Her 
same nas Rove Arma Gagne, They raed à fall of 0, 








Marcel who ve in southern Ontario, and Yvone who i 
in Newfoundland 

In 1986 Adrien decided to leave he Das furnace and 
became a slagdumpman where be Temi unt Ls 
‘etrement in 1968, 

“Adrien and Ross have done aot of traveling, but til 


VELLOW, Fred 

Fred Vel was bon in Maniwaki, Quebe. He came 
jo Coniston from Noranda, Quebe, and maried Marion 
Éayeock They ad two cide, Vincent and Bean 

The boy pre up and mere educated a Conon. Vincent 
is now a mini an Brana motor winder lila. 
Vincent makes his home i Sudbury and Brian resides in 
Coniston 


Fred and Marion are active members of All Saints 
Anglican Chute Fred was miner with INCO ahd has no 
feted: He enoyine his laure ie and does he 06408 
PSE mime ol 








VENTURI, Giows 
Giovani Venus came from Pisco, al, and Ms wife 
‘Maria Paolnll, wat tora in he fon of Boosh als 
Ta 903 lensing Mara and is young oa, Pri i aly, 
‘Giovani came to Canada to make a sake And eur 0 his 
omsand, which he did in 1913 

À year ltr, in 1914, bck hone he was drafted nto the 

“Two more chen were born tothe Venus, son Brno 
and a danger Bianca. 

‘Govan survived the ar, however, misfortune struck the 
‘vet fa. Maria wae struck down bythe lu lag 
and passed aay shortly afer the war. It as not ea) © 
rae three youn cen by him 

Tn 1980 he decide that the wast provide a btter ie 
for is children be would have to retura to Canada and sek 
permanent employment, ving the che wich flaves 
Fab, and later big them do his county 





For a time he works for others but ater ent out on 
hs own and stared grocery and geal store in Coniston, 
Fix cidre come of ape and he brought them over one a 
mie, ist Psa in 1995, then Banca in 1932 nd Broo 
in 935. 

Primo an Bruno followed hel father in the utes and 
sovery sore business, Bianca mariod Anglo DeStefano 
‘thoi ia the rire store unes ad reais in Sudbury 
Primo mated a Coniston gir Emi Olver, and Bruno 

ead Angeline Brno ls ative of Coston 
“oran sind his youngest on Bruno have See passed 
vay Primo and à number of the grendchilren are sll 
in'Conlston and the Sudbury Die 











VIAL, George 

George Via was bor in Belgium and came 10 Canada 
with parents nth any 190s, They set on farm 
In the Dorval area inthe Province of Quebec. 

George worked in several areas, including the United 
site Te came to Coniston ia 192 and war employed by 
the Mond Nickel Compan 

“George mail à Coniston gir, Mary Boudreau, that 
same year. They ha five children, Evene, Marguerite 


a 











(George, Albert and Teresa. The children were educated in 
{he Coniston Separate School andthe fey were members 
of Notre Dame de lt Mer Church 

Being 2 carpenter by trade, George parued that 
‘occupation withthe Mond Nickel and INCO, He was a 
Yeteran of the Second Worl! War, He red from INCO 
Jn 1967 in poor healt and passed away in 1969, 

Four ofthe five chien Al red inthe area. Bele, 
Geore, and Theres, now Mis. Alber live is Coniston 
Marguerite ein Minnow Lake and Alber makes is home 

Their mother, Mary Vi, aio sil resides ia Coniston 





VISENTIN, Giovanni 

Giovanni Batista Visentin and Rena Simeon! were both 
‘borin Carell Di Godegoin Trev, tals ein 189 and 
fhe in 1900. In 1919 they were wed and i 1920 came to 
‘Coniston from tal, together. 

‘Govanal was employe by Mond end remained wit Inco 
unt hs remet à and in 196, with amos 39 

“Two children bleed the Visntin Family. Len (Mes. Me 
Corendortf)& homemaker living in Coniton and Reno 
{ati to Jean Storovuk) who tered from Inco à 


Leno and Resa wer educated in Our Lady of Mere and 
Cconston Continuation schools, Thy ae al parent 
AS. Paul the Apostle Church 
Recently Rena Vinetn was honoured at à banquet for 
ef many yeas of service a à cook at Clu Alles 
There active grandchildren nthe Fay an hes great 





VISENTIN, Leone 

Born in Castelo Di Godego in Kaly in 1898, Leone 
Vic came to Canada and Mond Nike a Coniston in 
Todo and worked inthe ster unt hr retirement 1963, 
asa dryman. 


m 








In 1948 he returned to aly to mary Esa Cecchini 
from bis ok hometown They made tee home in Coton 
whee Nadia Was Bon, Neda (Mis. David Rivard) a sal 
Worker living a Sault Se. Mane wi David and thei ewo 
chien 

‘Nadia attended St, Pal’ Schoo, Marsmount College 
sand Laurentian University, St. Pas Church isthe fy 

Leone pase aay 197 


WALKER, Andrew 
After Annie and Andrew weee maid in Glass, 
setland in Apr 1908, they came directly to Sudbury. 
“Arachis by rade, Andrew worked at several locations 
in the Sudbury area suchas Copper Cif, Murray Mine 
Garton Seliyood. and. Washington before coming te 
{Const in 192, He even took paren shor prospecing 
fep tothe Shining re area in 1910 
aie in Conon 


this death in 1967 at he age of 86. Mrs. Walker died 
An 1976 jut month shot of er 9 birthday 

They celebrated their 5th wedding aniversary in 1956. 

Andrew maatlned aif long interest n polls and as 
cone othe few Conservatives in Coniston Was lays ready 
{came tothe defence ofthat par 

‘Nis Wolke gave uastasingly of er time and talents to 
‘su Andrew's Ued Church whee she held various offices 
for several eur, Se ato worked for the Coniston Red 
{Cross and served on the welcoming home come or he 
Coniston Vterane of World War 1 

Tn adlton, here wee times when she served as à mid 
wife 

‘Oth chidren, Helen sides in London, Ontario Mary 
n Stayner, Ontario, Bl in Sudbury, abd Chale, owner 
fof Walker Vent Ait is sll in Coan, 





WANDZIAK, Dmytro (Dan) 

Dan Wandziak, the younger ofthe Wandeik brother, 
was born the village of habia, then under Roumamian 
‘ue, now prt of the Ukraine Me ee 10 Conon in 1929 
{on hls broche George who was ving there at ha tne 

‘bun was employed bythe Mond Nickel Company but tas 
ss short ved, The depression se in and Dan was soon 
‘ur of à jb. Hie then spent sme time i Kirkland Lake 
‘these anther brother red and in 1934 a ied bythe 
ik company in Coniston, For years he worked inthe 
converter parent a a punch and later became à 
maine operator in th interne plant where he remained 
Unt his retirement ia 1972 

À bachelor lis ie, Dan retuned tothe Ukeaine for 
avis in 1970, Hels conten ith rete ie in Coniston 





/ANDZIAK, George 
‘George came to Canad in 1913 from a village called 
‘abi, whch row pat of the Urkaie, but ding the 
pen after te Fine World War was under Roumria 

He it landed ab tn Selvood, bur when he Coston 
aie tated up he moved o Coniston an go job wh 
ihe Mond Nickel Company, where e remained ut 926 

Cat vas à ver pop young tcl Bg th 
Ee een on occasions tranoortng many à Soung lady 
ia esr. Hi serie a Des anand chauffeur for many 
Weddings va ova damand. On he gcc dng 
Sound in that car was Annie Gore, who was Tale #2 
Becomes wie 

‘Gores and Rose wore marie in 1924 and had two 
children, Michael and Mary. Mike marie Lydia Pantin, 
À Coniston et and now resides in Sudbury. Mary mari 
Bi Agde another Conitonian, and now reise 
Fon 

“George decide in he cay yar tht there were oer 
says of making in for awe snd Ns young family 
than working in the eme. He bad done wall at 
Sauf 0 he coined to do hype of work snd 
inter added tock, branching ut into thecal and wood 


business. His busines card on until the more modern 
eos of heating came imo Geng such as oll and 
let, and event George reed 





The Wandrak’s have enjoyed their ears in Coston and 
at their summer cottage on the Wahnapiae River. George 
hae since passed aay and Ale looks forward fom ime 
Lo me vit rom her son Mike a er daughter Mary 
nd the grandehen. 


WARWICK, William 

‘Wiliam Warwick was bors in Northampton, England, 
and came to Canada in I910 and wat emplosed as à 
bookecpe inthe bush operations athe Teagan Disc 
The folowing yer be moved to Copper CAF and puned 
employment ith the CPR. Ib 1912, he joined the Nickel 

is wife, Edith MacGregor, born ia Smith's Falls, 
us a Regiered Narse snd worked the Copper Cit 
Hospital. They were maried in 1919 














Lu he cay 192s Wiliam came to work forthe Mond 
‘Nickel Company in Coniston For over 25 sear Bll worked 
{nthe ime office for both Mond Nicks and INCO a an 

‘Willits ad a area intrest in the St. John's Ambulance 
Fit Aid clases He trained and instructed teams ia 
Preparation and won à numberof team honours and was 
Thetupesintendnt of he Se Joba's Ambiance Bega for 

‘Wiliam and Edith had no children of thir own. The 
rie, Jean Pek, Edis sister's daughter, came ive wih 
them a the age of one and a half years They ried and 
‘cated Jean in Coniston, 

T1945, Bl ook serio il and pased anay to years 
late. After his death, ath moved to Sudbury where she 
‘sided fora number f years. Her nee, Jean mare Ear 
Swom and she and he fly sll vein Conson. 





WASYLENKI, Stefan 

Coniston’ oldest resident, Stefan Wasylenk, was born 
inthe own of Chorosthiv in he Ukraine 1882 and ded 
in Coniston in 1960 atthe age of 108 

He came to Canada a the 28 1 6121913 afer spending 
faim a poody pad fatal reaainer ona nobleman's 
Tauming esate ins mtv and, He joined his on Stove 
sho had come to Canada in 1908, worked forthe Mond 
Nickel Company in Garson, later moving tothe Coniston 
mel and spending à total of thirteen years with that 






— 





His son Water joined in in Canada and Coniston in 
1926 

The Sudbury Slar cari sores about him and tis 
act when he was 103,104, and 106 yeas old At 103, 
ies waled char and was phoograped pling wd, 
He lived in a small house à en dots sna fom hs Son, 
Independent and managing wit very itl ep ntl e was 
10s. People certainly donot scem to come tat stone these 
dan 








WASYLENKI, Stephen 

‘Stephen Wasyenk came to Canada fom farming tou 
in the Ukraine called Choro in is ay ewan pat of 
the Auto Hungarian Empire and became par of Poland 
Alter World War [After World War I became part of 
{he Laine On Steen’ rival in Canada in 908 he fit 
Sele inthe Espanol area ad ltt desided os hand 
St mining, He started to work for the Mond. Nickel 
“Company in Garson in 1912. In 1913 he married Josephine 
Kathe, a recent aval froma neighbour lage led 
Yableunv in his native land. They raed several eile, 

‘Ding the later par of World War Ihe ted his ack 
in Toledo, Ohio, but soon returned to Canada, ths ine 
leasing ste farm in Dil Township just sot ofthe 
{Coniston smelter In 1922 he went back to mining bt ls 
bought a arm and seed on te Garon Cons Roa, 
shout vo les north of Conia, and conne arming 
‘acl 193 hs ination to working in the mine. The 
He then took up residence Inthe tum proper and ended 
Is working days asthe Town Foreman 

‘Some of the Wasylenk family sll eside inthe ara 
Annie Yewshom sl nen Coniston, ai Kies loved 
ier uot ber hutbandsetremenr vin they alowed tee 
daughter, Sol Langlois, to Toronto. Mike followed his 
Father nt the mine in Garson. Mary and Elen sete it 
fouthern Ontario, Volt snow decened, while Nick sil 
‘works he Copper Cr plat and has moved in and out 








WASYLENKI, Theodore (Fred) 

Fred Wasyenk was ancber erly Coniston pioneer who 
moved to Conston from Victoria Mine in 1911 He came 
10 Canada in 906 wih Toronto a sft desta ro 
‘arming vilage called Chorostiv which sow part of the 
Usain. Hi wife Julia Dana cae rom  neBhoure 
‘ils called Postales in 87 Tet fist stop norte 
‘Ontario was Espanola, where thir som John was born 
However the deste tobe among more of tht country 
and steady employment ook tem fo Victoria Mine where 
they remained unl the move to Comston i 111, By tit 


% 
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Sao 1 seis Ann an Dr, John 


Send ft 10 re 


In Coniston, Fred continued to work in the amer for 
while wile ui tended he children and some boarders 
à was eusomary at the time in order 10 provide 
accommodation for single countymen Who wake he 
Plane 

The family grew o four children with Wiliam and Anne 
ing bara in Coniston 

Fred had othe lan besides working in he ser ad 
soon apened up grocery store with seme dr goods onthe 
Sse, This busines remained in the fay for quite few 
Yeats with the cdr taking over at 1e years went bs 

Fred was a hurch cantor ands ay preacher when there 
was no lereyman presen. He helped fo Pul Uses 
Hall nd church chape on Dubreal Sueet. His son La 
Nick Wolobatk, Mary's husband, chauffeured à priest 
From Sudbury every Suna for services in Coniston. 1926 
Fra served as a Separate School Truss 

“oh as educate and became a doctor, practising in 
‘sds and Inter moving 0 Toronta wher be sl esis. 
“Mary Woloatuk, who helped run te busines, now no 
Im Toronto. Willan (Bl) remains in the Sodbury are, 
Sending some me the nickel industry, and later tok 
{her the Tay store with hie wife Ann Saige. Ane the 
Youngest member of the aml, who attended Coniston 
Continvaon School and later St Jouph's Coleg in North 
Bay, married 8. Starck and is now living in Hamiton 

“This family lefts mark io the Conon Ukraulan 














WASYLENKI, Walter 

‘Walter Wasyei was born ina farming village called 
(Chose the Ukraine. He came to Canada i 1926 10 
Join in father Stephen ands bother Stove 

He remembers geting of the un tte CPR sation 
and ‘walking ro à bush al un he acd ie far 
fod a what snow Edvard Steet and was deste fit 
Sele Frets home, 

‘Water gots J wih the Mood Nike Company and 
real tating work for 39 an hour, Shou aay Seve 





La 10 net RD, Mars, Osa, Am, Wake, 
igen Stony Wane 





days a wesk He worked himself up oa furnace taper and 
later a feeder boss He retained withthe company tat is 
"etrement in 1967 afer 40 gear of service. 

in 1926, Walter mari Anni Blac, à Coniston git 
whose parents had also emigrated fram the Ukraine, 

"Tey hd ve cre, Mortis, Raymond, Eugene, Onin 
and Stanly, all born and raised in Coniston. Morris and 
Engen pradusted from the Universi of Toros, Morris 
Is à general surgeon and now resides in Cleveland and 
Eugene à surgeon and vera New Mesio, Raymond 
ent to Laurentian University and à «principal in the 
Sodbury soo! system. Stanly works forthe government 
ina ci sevice capacity. Orya à à teacher and Is now 
teaching in Milan. 

Sine ber rarement, Waller and Annie have pent some 
time a warmer cima. They olen vis hr chien and 
have ever once thought of leaving Coniston 





WELHAN Family 

“Theodore and Tania Welhan were born inthe farming 
village of isco in the Ukraine before the torn of the 
“try. They ere up together and were acid in seo 
Ranger Soph was borat them athe ai. Making 
‘ving farming in thse days was no cas tsk so Theodore 
decide thar he would seek ew opportunites by some 9 
Canada. He et his wife and auger at home with the 
{etetion of having the follow him fairy soon ative 
{Conon in 1913 and started do work forthe Mond Nika 
Company. The First Wosd War shattered Theodore dream 
‘of having be wife and daughter join hin Canaa soon 
5 he wished. twat nom 1921 that they were Hal 
able 10 leave war cor Europe and aie in Coast. 

"The Welhan family increased in Coniston withthe birth 
ot son Dan 








Tania and Theodore were a hard working coupe. They 
smaltaine large garden, kept a.com, chickens and dhs, 
A was customary in thore dap, to provide the ces, 
Of le, They led quit fe and mere ative members of 
{he Uirainan Catholic Chute. In the can days the 
Utrainan and Polish dent of Coniston kept eter one 
ro cows to provide their fees wih le I asl 
"stomary as these people din ce homeland, to have 
Sn ln person lok ater t number of cows by driving 











{her to and from graine and at he oust fe tou, 
‘When be was no Tonger able 10 work at the sete 
‘Teodor rok on thi job Tor ht neighbours, sometimes 
[ooking after from 2010 40 coms 

“Tht en were cducated in Coniston, Dan went 10 
work for INCO In the machine shop, served his 
Sppreethip and graduated a machin, Heater left 
INCO, sel is Witnipes, and worked a machinist for 
fone of the railway companies. He then moved Back 0 
‘Ontario and is employed Imperial Où in Sani. 

"Theodore and Tania passed away many years af. Their 


WELOSKI, Orest 







(rest as bors June 2, 1890, in Srafentl, Uaine and 
emigrated Canada 1914, eat Gt employed with 
Mond Nickel Company fa Coniston 

He marist Jartinatichowsh in 1923 Coniston, a ir 
from Hs home village who had come to Canada in 1920, 

‘Ores seed as an INCO pensioner a June, 1944, afer 
orne for yeas al the Conso amer Boch Wok 
Are now desea, Ores in 1968, and Justina is 1973 

They were active members of S. Michal Ukranian 
(church in Coniston unl Ores rirement in 1955, when 
‘hey moved to Sudbury. 


‘The Welosis ad two sons, Wiliam, born in 1925 who 
served inthe Canadian Army withthe Queen's Own Rifles 
in 82. He was a prisoner of war in Germany Jo one and 
à hall years and recaved the Military Cros 

‘Walia was employed by INCO in Port Colborne uni 
his death a 1952, he survived By his wife Nee and 
daughter Violet 

The other son, John was ora in Coniston i 1928 and 
marie Lian Boye in 1981 He has three chile, He 
[employed inthe Proce Technology Department lth 
INCO at Copper Chin action John auld talent 
for musi and has for man year povided entertainment 
for weddings and pases. 





WERSTIUK, John 

John Went vas born nthe vil of Zaki the 
‘sete Ukraine. He came to Canad 1908 an ved in 
‘farming communty in Saskatchewan, He spent s number 
‘of years at various jobs end on farms. He vero moved 
10 the est and as emploged somewhere in the Armpiot 

1m 1922 became to Coniston and went to work forthe 
‘Mond Nickel Company, He worked a a malins operator. 
‘the ein plan re be remained ual remet 
came to Canada in 1928 1 join ber sister, Mrs. Klinik 
(aie Werstuks have one daughter, Mary. She was aed 
snd educated da Coniston, atended Separate and 
Concuation Schools, and then Teachers College at 
Taurean University 








They ate ative members inthe Ukrainian community 

Mary command a caching care, and met and oared 
Verner Cloutier who was in the RCAF. Verner wat 
stone Germany fora numberof years. Shorty before 
{hey wereto return co Canad, Verne vas Keds plane 
‘ash, Mary came bck to Coniston to lve wid er mother 
Sd wth hr two sos. Seb pre teaching at Pal’ 
‘School in Coniston 

Sohn as since pasted away, Sophie, her dau, and 
vo grandsons stl side in Coniston, 


WILLIAMS, Oliver 

(Ole Wilits and his wie Margate Johnson were born 
in Waringion, Lancashire, England. Thy cameo Canada 
in 1913 tothe Otawa area withthe your dupe Hs. 
‘hue ving in Otawa a son was boen 1 the Wiliams and 
he was named Jack 

The Willams moved from Ou to Collingwood and 
ten to Marisa. While in Collngrood, another son, 
Harry, was born, snd is Marky hee Yung Sn, Ene, 

‘Over red his hand at farming a Marksay but finally 
«deed owe employment with the Mond Nickel Company 


and, in 192, he moved is family to Coniston and went 
{fo work atthe Conon smeter a plate worker 

Before too many Yeas, the depression st In and the 
Willams, ke many oer flies nthe ton, wee nds 
{bof cach 0 ast the fami, Margaret kept hens sn 
fold spe to er neghbours wile Olver went ov cating 
‘Wood and also made mocasns. 

Th ehilenenjoed the Coniston schoo! facts and 
alla mal to cool twice a day, coming ham fr lunch 
proce an abundance of veetale fre sist nthe 
keep oftheir Fami. Inthe summer time everyone went 
‘ato pick blueberries which mee pen onthe nearby 
Fill "Boudrea’s dary, ashore distance away, proved 














Sten Sn nasi. Std to Hg Eri, Ha ack 


daly ik supple to he Wilms and many other familles 
long the Romford Road. 

Alan Chueh if went où arty nly fer Olver wert 
Pack to work and seth the advent of more we of the 
lutomobile, he Bought anew ca whic in those days Was 
Something special. Having acquired the car was matter af 
‘egret (othe Family as Olver was ile Ip serious car 


accident in 193. Te family cated on and remained in 
Jack, Harry and Eric worked atthe amer, Harr gut 
renal and went to work forthe CL Nobel, and 
as sice retired Jack moved fo Kenora, worked ta the 
ape mils and no also ele, Jak served inthe RCAF 
uns the Second World War ida now makes ber home 
Si Nort Bay wie Ei sn in wie reside im Coniston. Ere 

‘Margaret Willams pased ayn December of 198 





WOLOCHATIUK, Nick 
[Nick Wolchatiak was a native of Ethelbert Manitoba. In 

29 ted of working onthe fam be heeded est anding 
rmarried a Coniston native Mary Wasylen and they eased 
à Tamiy of three boys, Morris, Wally and Nick in our 
community, Nick besiies woking nthe convertor depart 
ont assisted his wife Mary ander ater Fred operate 
the Waren Store: In them fords te Wolocatul’s 
they were constant vies to Coniston over the Years. Nick 
asad way in 196 and was brought back to Testi the 
Fam loc Sudbury. Mar sl red in Toronto as dors 
her son Wally, while Nick Jr In Willamstowa and 
Mortis ve in California 











WOROBEC, Joseph 

Joseph Worobec was born in the Ukraine. Hs wie 
Sophia Mulak, whom he mars in 1927, was alo rom 
the Ukraine, 

“oe let his wife nd son Tony and came to Canada to 
seck a better if. He acted in Coniston started fo work 
forthe Mend Nickel Company, and sent or hs wife and 
fon, Another son, John, wat born in Coniston, 

“oe worked on the fornaces atthe plant inter was 
promoted to feeer best, and reed in 1968 

"Tony worked in the mechanical department at INCO's 
Copper Cif plant. John went fo Univer and sed in 
Bulagoa 















sh end Sophia More. 


Joseph, Sophia and ther son Tony have passe away 
Joh ands family are the only survivors, Ming in 
Burlington, 

"All the Worobecs were active members ofS. Michaels 
Uizanian Chore in Coniston. 





WRIGHT Family 

Wiliam and Maggie Wright came to Coniston from 
victoria Mine. Willam war à foreman in the sme 
Maggie was the daughter of Samuel Kidd who aso was 
Viola Mie, They came to Coniston in 1913, and Willan 
seas one of the tree smelter foremen that me from 
Victoria Mine to operate the smelter in Coniston, 

"The Writs ha five shldcen, tre Boye and two ie 
Raymond, Wilber, Ewart, Jean and Dors Raymond serve 
an apprenticeship inthe Coniton machine sop and et 
‘worked in North Bay. Wilber vas a skimmer. Ewart vas 
an etician in Conon, transferred to Copper CUI, and 
nent to work in the Transportation Deparment 3s à 
fave the same surname They etd in Copper CH. Dons 
became Ms, Hawking an she too made ber home in Copper 
Gr 

‘Wiliam Wrieht passed aay in 1922 a a comparatively 
young man. His wife Magis ment tiv wih her daughter, 
End sh pased away in 190 ln Copper Cli. 

‘Of the ive Wright children, only Ewart tl ving and 
hes now retired and reser in Sudbury 








WROBLEWSKI, Wincenty 

‘Wincenty Wroblewski came 19 Canada in 1926 from a 
small farming community ales Parsi 1 Poland Which 
Show par of the Ukraine. 

He fat ated ia Winnipeg, later moving toa farm in 
Saskatchewan where he spent Yar and a half. He cold 
Seno fre for single young lad a the at so he died 
Lo head east and landed in Coniion, Me gota ob withthe 
‘Mond Nickel Company 

‘On Apri 10,1928, à young Lady by the name of Sophia 
‘Ceamey anes in Halifax from a village called Chlopivka 
An Poland She boarded the tran fr Const to Join her 


sir, Pata, ad brothers Dye Mary, ho 
‘een in O18 Conon 

Ta thon us, son ar Yong lady arrive town, 
ane nas Sought after by a mba of bachelors whe were 
Pr Wincenty Wroblewski caught Sophie's eye. Sbceen days 
after he nde Canada, Sophie ea marie 
‘Winey Noone bed ning mas 





“They had three chilien: Jennie, Mile and Vicor. The 
children were educated in Coniston at the Separate and 
Continuation Schools, Sudbury Business College, and 
Sudbury Teenie! Shook 

“enn now Mr. Hasak and ives in Toronto where she 
worked as 3 CNR tcleraph operate. Mile Mrs. Labs, 
ad forte Income Tax Department, and now resides 
In Windor. Her fusband is a plc costae forthe Cy 
ff Windsor. Victor works for the Deparient of 
‘Transportation and Communications and ese Sudbury 

"Wincent had a length career wih the rckel company 
64 punches and simu inthe converter depariment He 
Tete in 196 and has since past ana Sop stl ives 
in Coniston on William Sizes and hab no intention of 
moving sway. Her children vit her frequen 





YAKIWCHUK, Mike 

Mike and Aanie (Topolinsk) came to Canada from 
Sarafenti Ukraine and ist seta in Pdmonton. Mike 
pent bis fit spring and user Morin on the fas for 
00 a day. Ten in the winter he worked ate col mines 
for 2.0 a day 

"rhe following spring Mike started working in th creosote 
lant bu the ne de in Canada wasnt ea and Rees 
Food on tne able mata consant rugs So when Mike's 
‘brother John ofeed to pay the fare Copper CUI, ke 
‘waxed no ue in moving. They came to Copper CAT in 
ab, 928 but could find no Toda, so hey moved 12 
‘Conon which became their permanent home Mike stared 
at In shortly afterwards wth the yard gone 
in 192 during the depression, Mike sl managed 0 work 
{he odd day or two a week, loading matt in barrels, Then 
Jn 1933 when production was resumed atthe Coniston 











smelter, Mike started 0 work on the furnace, and that is 
re iis eas wth ing were pent asa furnace appr 
During the Second World War, even Annie spent a coupe 
fof peas working with the mechanieil deparument in 
Gonston and Copper Chit 

I 1959 Mike a Anne moved 10 Sudbury where they 
sul ree, Mike retired in 1969 and has kepe busy wih is 
arden and pat ane Jobs, They havetwocilren who have 
Both worked for Inca, Olga aes Reptered Nurse, and 
Mori ava hosman. Both are maried wth two chien 
teh 


YEWCHYN, Peter 

Pete Yewelya came to Canada rom a farming village 
called Ko in the Ulraine 1927. He fst seed 
i Fore Wilh ands sear ater ee to Conon and went 
{worl fore Moad Nickel Compan). He only worked 
fort or pred of tne beans the depression began and 
Por was ad off and cia’ get recalled to work uni 1933, 
Tr 1933 Peter marred Annie Waslekl who was born in 
‘Garson and asa ona farm between Consion and Gaon. 








“They had tue chen: Jorepine, Annie and Walter. 
‘hey wet born vd and educated in Coniston. Josephine 
Blais san X Ray Tecnica, marie and on ride 
Fn'Kchener, Annie graduated as à muse and ves in 
Onavae Walier graduated from Lavera and is Director 
fr Planing and Developmen in the Toronto Puc Library 
System 

Pett spent many yes inthe furnace department a5 à 
furnace per and sed in 1968, He and hs wife Ane 
ide fn Coniston. 





YOZKOWSKI, Walter 


Walter Yorkowski was born in Nowosilka, Poland, in 
1934: Te came to Canada as a Young lad in 191d, He served 
In the Fit Great War with the 2340 Batiaion In the 
{Canaan Army and in World War I he enlisted So the 
Steal Corps 





His wife, Jowphine Benard, was born in 190 the iy 
of Krakoy, Poland Sh came to Cann wih et Parents 
nd seein Port Corne. 

in 12S Waker and Josephine were marred and came 
north > Coniston where he wen 10 werk Tor the Mond 
Nickel Company. Te next twenty years Were spent working 
In'Coniton on the tacks withthe exceplon of the 
Interruption in his service in 1940 when he joined he 
{Canaan Armed Frees and spent the ext four years. He 
mad to Coniston and hs job at INCO. i heh brought 

"Walter and Iosepine had tre len, Violet, Bernice 
and Stay The children are now marid, dhe pls ive 
fhe Sudbury aes, and Stanley fn Nort Bay 

“ovepine passed avayin 1981 and Walle in 1961, but 
they have left a mumber of randshléen residing la this 


ZAHOROUSKI, Samuel 

Sam Zahorouski and hi fe Justina Zhappe bath came 
to Canada from the vilage of Saraens in the Ua. 
‘Thy came fo Canada in 1509 0 Vicia Mine where they 








ere mari hat same yea. hel stay in Vicoca Mine 
As shot before going ono Espanol, Salt Ste Marie an 
im, where they made heir home brie for sting 
in Conso, 

Sam and dusting had a family of thine children, four 
of whom did at an eary ag. Ju, the eles, mari 
Wiliam Wowehuk, and Annie’ became Mis. Waller 
Soransi, They both sald in Windsor. Andrew i also à 
rendent of Windsor. Mary became Mrs, Jack Lata, Ske 
Stanly, Bland John remained in Conon fr some me, 
ile Nick ives in Welt, 

Same cacer in the nickel industry was that of à 
locomotive fleman for many years unl he wes pensoned 
off in 199 can of il health His sons Bl, Staley and 
Sohn also ad long record of Service with the nikal 

“uli, wo was bor in Victoria Min, real, My Faber 
worked very hard and so did my mother. She eck care of 
Ie tary and slo had roomers to aks cae of 10 wash 
an eo for hem I vetember Wea usd 1 goo schoo 
inthe winter moin, my meter would have bang at 
À fll ne of clothes = men's underwear, fog Seves and 
fong es, ce ined at ght. [twas ea cold and fous 
ft snow. The snow would be 30 high that on schoo ds 


= 
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when you go to school dere would be ony handful of 
fhilren who were able to get thee. Lunch pals were 
Shortening lard pals, Today children have mich more, 
and wan more, My mother woud getup the mot 
fd the water would be frozen on the stove She woul have 
Lo Lg the stove - no wate, no gas ike today. Now you 
put On the coffeemaker the Louer and ic and warm 

‘the hove. Yet they complain Ties were rel hard 
when we were growing up = no ike today" 

In adaton to the five Zahorouks shen silting, 
tere area numberof grandchildren. Their son B's two 
Sous, Willa Je and Ronald sl live In Coniston, 

ina pated sayin 1944 and Sam de 19S. Their 
chien Joh, Annie Mike nd Bl haves passed av 





ZANATTA, Eugenio 

"Eugenio Fingers" Zanatta was borin Povegano in aly 
in 198 and in 191 be wasn rt working on ie cal docks 
‘there stayed fortwo summers efoe coming Coniston 
{nd Mond in 1922. He worked at various jobs in the 
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mechanical department until is rtement from Inco is 
1963 as para 

in 192$ Romarred AmabeParonin Bit Amabile war 
bo in Volpago, lal) in 1903 

“They made tel home in Coniston sod six children were 
Born fo them. Albino fmaried to E. Clara) à à Chil 
Eine living in Fort Ere. Dia (Mrs. He Chomysbyn) 
[sa cout stenographer Iving in Sudbury, Severo (married 
10 Lulsa Pagan) fa programmer in Inc's Machine Shop 
nd ives in Sudbury Frank marie to L. Motes) à 
Supervisor at Inco living in Copper Clift. Eugene. Jr. 
(eased to M. Johnson ls salesman living in We 
and' Allan (matted to G. McAlin) À a High School 


The children all attended Our Lady of Mercy and 
‘Coniston Contiasaton School Albino and Aa bo 
Sttended Sodbury High and Albino is a graduate of the 
Univers of Toronto. Allan furthered his edaton a St 
‘Chases College, McMaster Univeraty and Lauren 

‘Amable x à parishioner at St.Paul he Apostle 
Eugenio aseed away in 1982 


ZANATTA, Pietro 

‘A confimed bachelor, Plewo (Pete) Zant arrived in 
‘canada 1909 at 21 years f age He was bor i Calo 
Jn ly and he made Chapleau his fs tp. 








tn 193 he decided that the nickel dus was fr hi 
and he eame to Coniston to work forthe Mend Nickel 
{Company and he syed wih him andl reteset 

In 1980 hs sister Caron joined him and aye wih him 
unt hb death in 1967 when she returned to aly 

"Thy atended the Cathole Churches ia Coniston. 

Puce nasanardet Toronto Maple Lea an The ature 
ot his work avafubriating engineer at taco eared hm the 
Ending nickname of “OM can Pec 

Ha nephews Gino and Masio Porto are bos Inco 
employer. Another nephew Angelo Borsato works for th 
EN 





ZANICHELLI, Giovanni 

Giovanni Zanichel was already 43 years of age whea he 
arr in Canada in 192. After ashore stayin Copper CIT 
He came to Coniston in the sme year and was ined here 
by his wie Pina (Qforoo) in 1925. ooh had been bor, 
Suede arsed in San Dance In Lay 

They wee parsons of Our Lady of Merey Church 

Gianni was employed by Inco inthe carpenter sop 
unt etvement Giovanni and Pina resided a Conson 
Unt he passe sayin 1982 and she in 196 








ZANUTTO, Antonio 

Antonio “Tony! Zamtto was bor in Mota Di Livenza 
in aly in 1905 in 19 he rt are Fort Wiliam 
there be wa farmer, sterodre and construction worker 
Tn 1930 be became a ook sealer with the CPR where he 
came a foreman, He then tansfered to the Sudbury 
Parry Sound subaliion unc 1933 

1n 1982 bemared a Conon gi Fiorina Cavern, born 
in DIS and wo eus ae he wax emplosed by Ino where 
ie ret as plumber in 196, Ip 1938 Tony and Fovina 
Pete fist house in he Duel subdivision, ere ere 
Wee roads of water or leo thee 

Trina aad Ton had tre chien: Ronald (arid 10 
‘cote Jen in Mean and is ise Supervisor 
for Dominion sores meat operation for the Ontario 





Division, Noman marred Dorothy So sa salesman 
fd broker snd lives a Sudbury. Foster (arid to Karen 
Monis) ves in. St. Catharines anda. Duceior of 
Information Seve at Niagara College. Fosna attended 
‘Our Lady of Mercy School st id the boys. They also 
‘Stended Coniston Contimation School, Foster furthered 
Tis education a St. Charles Colege and the University of 
Windsor. 

‘St Paul he Apostle isthe family church 

Tony as aval on town coun President of Club 
Allg and as Coach forthe Conision Red Sox 

“Phere aze phe ana geandchire, 





ZAROSKI, Andrew 

“Andrew Zaroki was bor is asmalvillag inthe Laine 
called Sirafntl He came o Canada in 1911 1 join his 
‘ker rater Sain at Vitoria Mine. He worked there for 
‘couple of years and then move o Coniston withthe rest 
tthe comm 








Sead; And and Martha, tang righ; Cara, War 
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La 1921 Andrew mail Marta Zahvich, «Copper CE 
sr amd they made ther home in Coniston. Ter four 
‘laren, Annie, Tuli, Walter and Clara, nee bon and 
raed here. 

‘Andrew worked withthe Mond Nickel Company until 
Falkonbedge Nickel Mines sated up Ie set. He then 
transferred to Falconbridge Lo work for tem inthe uraace 
partment. He remained ‘ith that company ntl his 
à Coniston boy, Ferm Mat ard they reside the Toronto 
fen, Julie berame Mrs, Malcolm Linkater and alo ves 
Inthe Toroazo area, Walter worked for INCO for atime, 
then vent ite à sales Job, has sae taken up teaching a5 
‘carer tn snow a high choo tacar-Clara became Ms 
‘Newaoy: She and Waller reid in Sudbury. 

Coniston and keeps in lve touch ith ee fami 








ZULIANI Family 

Constantino ‘Gus Zlian came 1 Canada from Treppo 
‘Grande in Udine, aly i 196 at seventeen Sears of age, 
busines ae a etrage mechani, later combining this 9th 
(Setgnet) Zan who was a widow an was born in 1984 
‘The following year his brother Maggioring "Major, who 
‘was born in 1911, cameo Coniston from Italy and joined 
(Gus and Nowe. 

Ta 1943 Gus arted Simone Laframbose and one 08, 
“Toronto where four more children were bora to them. They 
sow vein Brampton and ve our random 






















‘Front et 10 ht Gordon, Shey & Brent. Back rm: Lynn 


irl, were med, They ve four chien. yan (rs. 
Ro sa teach ving fn ot Sprites, Arkansas Cordon 
{marie 19 5. Wainman) i rire desler ving in 
Coniston, Shee (Mrs. R. Roch) & à ai sys ing i 
Elo ake, ent a studen ving at home. 

Major worked for ino until 166 when he quit and 
became a el, The cilren ll atended St Pan? 
Ssboo Lamm and Seley went om o Marymount with Lona 
going on Yo Teacher's College. Gordon atended Nike 
District, Garon-Falsonbrlge and Cambrian Cols. 
Brent's dation has taken Him St. Charles Cole a 
the Unvestis of London and Windsor. 

‘Major passed avay in 1978 and was predeceased by his 
smother in 1971, In the Zulia fame there are 9 
anderen and 7 reat-grandsildren 
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Emi nd Mary Bray (Se sr on Pa 124 











Early Weddings in Coniston 





Good Old Fashioned Fun 










ent inthe sod od days 


‘De Charles Van Dyke Corless Canadian ead of 
the Mond Nickel Company and his Fais lett 


the merge of Inco & Mond and 





Separate School Teachers — 1913-1982 























Adam, Besnard 197026 Cyr, Lavra 1982 Joicoeur, Jacqueline. 191.55 
‘ld, Sela 195740 Crestakow., Fred 1977-79 Tones, Doreen. 196 
Arcand, Alma. 198961 Daou, Therese 195861 Kalen, Michael 1904 
‘Armstrong, Anthony..." 1997-78 Deseon, Isbell 193839 Kehoe, Loretta, was 
‘Ammstrong, ‘Mayme... 1912-13 Deschamps, Laurent 195682 Kellys” Mary. re 
Asselin, These 193940 Deschamps, Rite 1968.82 Kennedy, Geraiine ina 
Baldsera Eleanor 190.64 Descente Cécile. 1913 Keer, Chares, 1968 
Ball. Gude 1990.21 Desjardins, Bernard 1977-79 Kane, Vincent 1978 
anders, Susi 1975 Dione, anne 19504 Kindrachuk, Paca" 107878 
Heronett, Carol 19% Dionne, Louie 1966.72 Koh, “Evelyn, ree 
arazmo, Linda ‘61-82 Dalton, Joseph Kates, Aloe 1 
Base, shirley 1959 Donegan, Monica 193763 Lagroie, Ame 1986 
Beauchamp, Susan 1995 Doyle, Hdène 192627 Lalonde Allee 14 
Beaudoin, Dolores. 198 Doyle, Katie 1975 Lamothe, Elle rl 
Beaudoin, Rejeanne HAL Drotan. Veronis. 92248 Tamome) Nicole sd 
Beaudry,” Verena 196874 Duhine, Lea 93034-1945 Lamoureux, Dail 1968-75 
Bebe, Paul 1957 Duhaime, Surane 974 Landau Cocke re 
Berthe, Pal 156468 Dumontele, Chaude..." 196132 Langlois, Sulla ard 
Berend, Blanche 1519-21 Dupuis, Rachel 192 Langan, Mary 1958 
Benrand, Lacie 1977-81 Due, Rene 95960 Lapaime, Mile. 1966 

Clémence 196081 Espasa” Rap 1972 Lapensee, Emma 

Nene 193357 Ethier, Marie 05863 Lapense, Oriende 19302 

Racha 196062 Hanasan, 1973 Lara, Sandra Ton 
Bhai, Diana 168 Foy, Sydney 1925 Laroque, Lise 197276 
Bisonete, Marie 117-18 Fortier, Gi 13033 Laentord, Marion 
Biss, Gadtane att Foucault, Mañe Then. Tosi Lauri Loraine 166i 
Blais, Geraldine RTS Fours, Germaine. WI Lavicciee, Nicole image 
Blas, Loree To) Fragomen, Antonia 1968.71 Leblane, este 1986 
Bake, Claire 195456 Fra, Barbar 199073 Leblans, Grace. ‘wae 
Boivin, Cenrs 1013 atin, Jean 197582 Leblans, Jeannette 196.91 
Bouchard, Candeite.…… 196474 Gagnon, Dolores 191617 Leblane, Lorraine re 
Bondy, Paday 197273 Gauthier, Cx 1925 Leblanc, Maree 9665 
Bayer, Kia, T9424) Gauthier, Mari 183742 Lerau, Oriende 1982 
Boyut, Sandra 196031 Gade, “Geraldine 197879 Leroux, Gabriele as 
Boyuk, Zorina 199677 Gelinas, Carmen 1960.62 Levae, Jocelyn 1 
Brady, Teresa 1930.36 Geotles, Care 956 Les, SA 191 
Brosseau, John Guy 1993. Geral,” Donald... 198465197482 Lye, Guiana TS 
Brune, Cal. 194082 Gervais, ner 1927 MacDonald, Eugene!!! 197478 
Burasios, Hermie 1938-89 Giannot, Lucia 1981. MacDonald, Maureen... 197178 
Buttazon, John 198082 Giroux, Cése 102561 Mackay, Cecio Wize 
Calderone,Conane 1924 Guus, ean 99.66 Mares, ‘Cara 191617 
Carrie, Romuald 1935 Giroux, Ysonne 1920-20 ‘Maree, Doria BEI 
Cao, Monique 1968-72 Gobbo, Isabel 16701978 Mainly, Liberata 10 
CCrscalen, Mure. 192634 Godbo, Valerie. 196070 Martin, 3 1931 
Genter, Vea 193483 Gobbo, Rose 1038-46 Marinas, Germaine. 199031 
Caen. Solmee 1970 Goer," Doro. 1925.38 McAuley,” Mons 1929-41 
‘Gharbomeay, Hen 1941 Grenache, W 902 MeCormik, Tile 19591 
(Chenard Syvie IGN Gui, Carole 192 MeDousall Lilian 176 
Chez, Linda 197782 Guimond, Cara. i92630 McEwen, Margaret 104835 
Cholet, ena, ,i94641-1987-62 Guindon, Germain 1864 MoGrath, Mary 198315 
Gholete, Yvete 1942-46 Hallock, Blanche 1963 McHugh James 1969 
‘Gouin, Mary 196882 Hammond, R 97378 Melanie Pauline in 
‘Comeau, Rachel 1682 Hanley, Margie. 1949.50 McKenna, Monta an 
Conlon, Noreen 1979 Harrison, Mary. 192021 MeLsan, ‘Catherine i972 
Courchene, Ra. 6246 Hausenbias, Norma 1914 MeNair’ Jenn isso 
Cruel, Corel 1472 Healy, Haro [982 Meacini, Petri, nn 
(Cispo, Frank 1994-76 Horvath, Marcha 1972 Me, Anne 1972 
Cromuel, Joanne 1979.80 Howard, Marge 1962 Malle, Suzanne ism. 
Gay, Diane 965 Huculak, Davi ‘er? Melady,” Thomas ister 
Gondari Corinne 1974 Huet, Eugene MAT More, Madeline or 
Cunningham, Hida 12631 alien, Carole 1968.82 Morin, Diane 1980 
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Morin, Muri 1968 
Moulnson, Rosana 1982 
Mouton, Doreen is 
Murdock S ica 
Nolan Hara ee 
Orie, Richard. 14 
Den, Margaret. ‘i619 
Olver, Sharon 1976 
ONE, Catherine De) 
Grande, Mere" 1087 196168 
OShaugesy, Ange. IMEST 
Palmer, Rose it 
Paoli, Louise re 
Paquet, Pau 194837.1963.73, 
Paquet, Vale 1968 
Pare, Stace Frs] 
Pate, Henry wet 
Pare, Sandra 197180 
Paie Solange 1968 
Paul, Helen ir 
Payet, BR 192$ 
Peur, Sas tre 
Paton, Real 1959-59 
Pia, Jacqueline 19263 
Par, Gisele 1969 
Pine, Ronald inom 
Pid, Dane LR 





Separate School Teachers (Cont.) 


Pilon, JoAnne 
Pilon, ete 
Pen Yvonne. 
Pl, Roger 
Plesu, Loca. 
Poirier, Juli. 
Posie, Annie 
Poulin, Gui 
Racine, Église 
Rod Pail 
Remeikis Bonnie 
Richer, JoAnne 
Rivard, Thomas 
oberg, Solange 
Robichaed, Margit 
Rochon, Cécile 
Rochon, Claude 
Rochon, Henedine 
Rodslgue Jeanne 
Rodrigues, John 
Rogers. Marlene 
Sabourin, Helene 
Samat, Don 
Sauvé, Lian 
Schauenberg, ite 
Sénecal, Leone. 
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Shelegey, Ol. 
Son, Loue 
Siren, Mary 

Simonet, Domenic. 
Sotolosi, Ruth 

Souci, Beauce 

SC Germain, Ange Annes 
Sas, Anne Mare 
Sruarols, Linda 
Sac Tullo 

Stuer, Barbara. 

Sulvan, Eka 

Tanguay Mai. 

Tari Caro 

Ten, Jocyin, 
‘Thibeudeas, Lilie 
‘Touche, “Soclyne 
Vallancoun,Staron 
Van Horn, Janice 
Valle, © 

Vrebouth, Michal. 
Wainman, Claude 
Walker, Sharon 
at, Gerr. 

Whe, Eten 

‘Wishtnan,Blzabeth 

Zamisks, Eo. 
Zancheta, Bet 








Public School Staff — 1912-1979 


Armstrong, Mayie 


Haste, Withelmina 


Anderson, Roger Hayden, Norman W. 
Bean, Katyn Heppner, Janice 
Boland, Grant Hamas, Mateo 
Bure, Margaret fanvon, Floyd H 
(Crandell, Else ean, Jeanette 
‘Cresswell, Doreen Kat Jeanewe 
Deschones, Celia Keli, Dada 

Dickey, Anabel id Joh T 
Edwards, Cora L King: Margusite 
Evenbed, Dons les, Roby 
Farmioe, Linda Lapire, Linda 
Fraser, Lester I Teppanen, Margaret 
Fret, label J ens, Susanne 
Furey, Pale Like, Meron 
Gilbert, Winifred A isk, Marjone 
Gils, Brian Loucks, Jean 
Gordon, Bob kan, Bi 
Gordon, Parca akan, Wands 
Graham, Norma Mackay, Cecilia 


‘Mackinnon, Doreen Ross, Ruth 


Mark, ay M 


Mebeit, Marit 
McClean, Conse 


Swi, Harold 


1 
oe 
‘ans 
16 
Bus 
1978-93 
1969.93 
re 
1972.33 
1973 
1968 
wos 
wists 
pen 
ert 
158$ 
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156546 


Senesi Latine 


Shoup, Jno M. 


Mecormihs Jeanete Sisons, Bob 
Mecrnde, Norma eso Ny 
‘MeMarin Mase Smythe, Vera 
MeNaughion, Lola Sokolonk, Rath 





Metal, George. 


Morris, Sea 


Norman, De J. 


Nashols Vers 
Ou labels 





Palin, Linda 


Perey, Pansy 
Pit, lie 
Phitp, Grace 


Robinson, Lisa 


Stake, Major 


Stain, Mase 


Tompkins, Pie! M 
Vorwerk, Cart 


Watker, Dorothy 


Walker, Norma 


Woodard, Mel 
Zadow, Wynona M. 


‘ine, a. 


Ross, Maigret E. 























Coniston Continuation 
School Teachers 
1925-1962 


Maurice Beavchemia 1988-57 incl. Fred Harvie 192848 Helen McHenry 1943-46 

0. Bale 192830 [Andre Pre Hurubise 1968-62 Harold Noron 1960-6 ina 
Mi Coons 1945 Florence Joy 198345 Edward J, Orendor? 1903-62 
me Calerone 1925-2 nel in Duncan Pers 198043 inc 









Roland A. Demers 1930 
‘Auguntin Duval 198s 
Margaret Ferguson 1947-8 inc, ie Malin 1939-4 nc, 
Mr Fier 1983 Mary Satta 1987 





Public School Trustees 
1913-1968 incl. 





Ene Bray Rober Hood Frank Simms 
Aubrey Be Chiswel Pasl Hoh Harry Sinclar 
Ken Carte L Laughland Willan. Soule 
David Creswell Bob Muirhead John Stacey J 
ese Creil Wille Paterson Job Stacey Se 
Chaude Deeks Ele Pact Einar Strom 

Bil Easton Joh L. Rogerson Carte Walker 


Argyle Eastwood LRO Wiliam J: Warwick 


Doctors & Dentists 
1913 - 1983 


Dr. Wall, Cameron Dr. Steve Kosar 
De El James Hinds Dents) De Ka 

Dr. William Spence Johns Dr. Eugene Kosar 

Dr. $. Bennet Dr. Harold Sender 

Dr. Char P. Jessop Dr. HS, Judge Dent) 
Dr. William EL.B. Preston Dr Bernard Roo! Fe Fly 
Dr. Wks Kober 








Mayors 
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Municipal Government 


CONISTON was part ofthe Township of Neclo which 
bad ipl existence and corporate status (om and afer 
the 18h day of March 1908. 

“The Town of Colston Was incorporated under the provi 
sions of the Municipal Act by Ontario Municipal Board 


(Order A4741efectve January 1 1934, and remained such 
‘ns the ewabishment of Regloaal Coverament and the 
factment of Bill 1, The Regional Munispaly of 
Sudbury Ac fete January 1, 1973 


Town Councils 





COUNCILLORS, 
P. Johmon, A. MeKersal,F. Stevenson, 
À. Halverson, H. Benoit A. Desautels 

Jobs, A. MeKetral,W. MeLaughlin 
Waverton H. Benoit, A. Desaues 
Mekeral, A, Halverson, À. Desautels 
Carey, W. Coppo, M. Sok 
Mekerral A, Desautels, H, Benoit 
Coppo, M. Sol, H. Prirson 
Benoit, A. Halverson, A. Mekerral, 
Dessutely J. Angove, L Gautier 
Benoit, À. MeKerral, J. Angove, 
Desaute A: Halveron,L- Gautier 
Benoit, A. MeKeral, A. Halverson. 
Desautely,J- Angove, I. Gauthier 
Mekerral A. Desutls, J. Angove, 
Gautier, W. Everhed, . Paradis 
Mekera, A. Desautels, W. Coppo, 
Evenbed, W. Klmalk, L. Rovsalle 
Dent, T, Paradis, W, Evershe, 
Rousle, D. Lepage A. MeKeral 
Mokena, D. Lepage, W. Evershed, 
Parad, L. Rouse, G. Sartor 
Mekeral, G. Sartor, D. Lepsse, 
Eves, T. Paradis, L. Rousse 
Mekeral. G. Sartor, L, Gautier, 
Ever, T. Paras L. Rowelle 
G. Bloemmen, G. Sartor, W. Evene 
L Gauthier, L Roue, T. Paradis 


greys 





> apapr> sere men 


198 . loemmen, G. Sartor, L, Roule 
W. Eversiod Le Ganther,F. Leblne, I. era 

1959 G. Bloemmen, F. Leblane, J. Fea, 

WW. Bvershed 0: Halverson. Mina, M. Bescon 
1960 4 Misti, 0. Halverson, G. Bloemmen, 
M. Beauchemin I Fera, K. Conlon, F- Leblanc 

1961 1. Miah, G. Bloommen, L. Cem, 
M. Beauchemin F. Lebans, J- Rady, G-Saroe 

1e O. Havers, R. MaNel, 1. Fer, 

M. Beauchemin G, Sartor, Fteblan, A. Zanuto 
1963 R MacNeil, F. Leblane, J. Buchowsi, 
M. Soki  P Gniardoui, O. Haleron,J- Cook 
1964 R. MacNel, J. Cook, 5, Bushowsi 

Me Souki 3. era, O. Haberon, P. Gniardski 
1965 1: Cook, R. MaeNel, 0, Halverson. 

M: Solki  P. Gnlatdoss, J. Fea, U. Comscchio 
1966-1967 G, Sartor, O. Halverson, J. Ft, 

M. Soi P. Glande, T, Paradis, 3. Barbe 
19-190 T. Paradis, G Sartor, N. Zanuto, 

M SUP Ghlazdosk, J Fea, 3. Barbe 

1970 , Gnisdouki, Dr. E, Kosar, I. Barbe 
MiSoxi Parade, N:Zanuto, J. Fer 

real P. Gniadosk, J. Barbe, J. Fer, 

M. Souki Gi. Sartor, N.Zanutto, 1. Paradis 

1m T. Paras, J. Rodriguez, JM. Bal 
M.Solski P. Gandhi, D Barbe, N’ Zanuto 
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Sans doute, plusieurs événements sont perdus à jamais. 
Par exemple, nous n'avons pu recueillir aucun détail de 
plusieurs premiers résidents de Coniston. Cependant, nous 
avons fait notre possible pour inclure le plus de détails 
historiques possibles. Pour les erreurs, les omissions, nous 
vous demandons indulgence. 

Nous laissons un historique de Coniston bien incomplet 
et nous souhaitons de tout notre coeur que les générations 
futures sauront reconnaître l'importance de notre histoire. 








Le groupe Historique de Coniston 


0, sbetohe 


M. Solski, président 











‘The authors of this book are members of the Coniston 
Historical Group, and other interested people in the c 
munity, who wished to preserve the memories of Coniston 
and pass them on to future generations. 

‘The committee was formed, and the project launched, at 
the suggestion of Mike Solski at a meeting held May 22, 
1980, at the Coniston Public Library. Some sixteen persons 
attended that first meeting. A board of directors was elected, 
project assignments distributed and an application was made 
for a New Horizons grant 

Mike Solski was elected chairman and project co- 
ordinator. James Forestell was named secretary, William 
Walker treasurer. The directors elected were Argyle 








Authors 


Eastwood, Dave Cresswell, William Coppo, A.N, Millie” 
Olivier, Cecile Albert, Marie Coppo, Jean Marie Bidal, 
Francis Forestell, Reg MacNeil and Audrey Veno. 


Other members of the committee are Rev. Angelo Caruso, 
Rev. Denis Savignac, Rev. Robert Lumley, Rev. Martin 
Balagus, William Johnson, Jack Stacey, Paul Behun, 
Francoise Comacchio, Fda Brignolio, Joe Mislinski, Leslie 
Cresswell and Etta Cresswell. 


Others, too numerous to mention, have joined the group 
since its formation and have contributed important historical 
material. The assistance received from Tom Paradis, Ugo 
Comacchio and Leo Poirier is also gratefully acknowledged, 





Les Auteurs 


Les auteurs de ce livre ont été les membres du Groupe 
Historique de Coniston et aussi plusieurs autres citoyens de 
la communauté qui désiraient préserver l'histoire de 
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nous les remercions très sincèrement. La contribution de Ugo 
Comacchio, Tom Paradis et Léo Poirier est fortement 
appréciée. 








CONTENTS 


In the Beginning. ce. 
Coniston After Mond Nickel................ 
Our CurGheS................. 


Our Schools. ........ssesssssssessssesenseorense 


Our Organisations & Clubs........ 
Ethnic Community..................... 


Sports & Recreation.......... 





Early Residents.......... 




















: 13 
+2 


43 


. 65 


82 


. 89 


105 





Stores of 1913, on the left F. Smiley Store, upstairs hall used as a school. To the righ 
General Store. 





Looking east on Cedar Street 





First Avenue 





In The Beginning 


Coniston has a unique history. Like other towns in the 
north, mining and lumbering played a crucial part in its 
development. However, the area of Coniston had its earliest 
recorded history rooted in agriculture. Early records of the 
1910 Council indicate that the five-man council was com- 
posed of Reeve W.J. Quesnel, a farmer; Councillors T 
Rochon, Emerier Gauthier and Joseph LaForest are also 
listed as farmers. The remaining council seat was occupied 
by an Ed Armstrong, a miner, 

Tt can also be said that the community of Coniston 
developed as a result of a transplant. In 1913, the Mond 
Nickel Company closed its smelter operations at Victoria 
Mine, west of what is now the City of Sudbury, moving its 
operations 10 the present area known as Coniston. 

‘Approximately seven miles east of the City of Sudbury, 
Coniston is located in Neelon Township. The area is typical 
of the Cambrian Shield, with extrusions of the Laurentian 
Chain bordering the valley-flat-like area of the town to the 
north. A crescent-shaped ridge of a similar geological struc- 
ture lies to the south. The hilled rock formations slope to 
the flats, roughly bisecting the town in its eastern-central 
area. This natural division explains much of the social and 
economic development of the townsite 

The Coniston area saw its first flurry of activity in the 
early 1880's, when the Township of Neelon was surveyed. 
in 1883. It was named after Sylvester Neelon, M.P.P. for 
Lincoln. In 1905, all survey work was completed and the 
township incorporated, 

Actual settlement barely predated 1900. The first family 
to establish residency in Coniston was in 1902. John and 








Peter Butler, with their parents, cleared the forests and 
developed a farm of approximately 18 acres on either side 
of the creek, which presently cuts across what is now 
Highway 17. 

Although recorded history does not support this claim, 
itis highly probable that the Butlers located in the valley 
area because of the large stands of native Colorado Pine, 
Carolina Poplar and Hemlock, indigenous to the area. 

By 1904, five other family farms were established in the 
area, primarily growing the so-called ‘‘cold crops” of hay, 
rye and oats, which are easiest to produce in our north. 

In 1905, further development thrusts triggered local 
growth. The Canadian Northern Railway (now the CNR) 
started to construct its line through East Coniston, not far 





IO x. 
Left 10 right; Alfie Prevost, ?, Dennis O'Brien, Hanna (Butler) 
(O'Brien, John Butler, Eddy Prevost. (Prevost boys were Butler 
grandsons). 








Pressing Hay on Max Ledue's farm 4006 Bancroft Drive. Ermeline Leduc driving the horses while Sam Robillard, Fanny Telfer and 
others look on. 
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First Post Office, left to right; Eddy Prevost, Hanna and Dennis OBrien Edgar Austin and partner on the job surveying. 


‘CONISTON VILLAGE, 1913. General view of the 
village as laid out by Edgar Austin. 





Firs Bilingual Public Schoo! constructed in 1905 
under the direction of Father Lebel, a Jesuit Missionary, 

of this area. The school can be seen infront of the i 
newls constructed Company homes in 1912. 


from the CPR main line which was pushed through the area 
in 1883. Three years later, in 1908, the CPR constructed the 
Toronto-Romford line, which ran through Coniston 

Industrial business started to grow rapidly. As well, the 
founding families had increased to 20 in number by 1905. 
The number of single men in construction, railway and 
lumbering grew so rapidly that no acceptable count is 
available 

‘There was a consuming need for wood in railway con- 
struction. As well, tremendous amounts of timber were re 
quired for the open-bed roasters for the smelting of ore in 
the region. The St. Clair Construction Company settled in 
Coniston at this time and built the Coniston Woodworks 
Lumber Mill, to help meet the district demand for forest 
products. 

Many who had worked on the CNR line through to 
Capreol decided to settle in the Coniston area. Settlement 
pressures demanded a sense of community and identity. One 
of the “rootless” aspeass was that local residents had 10 
travel to Sudbury to receive and send their mail. The first 
petition in the area was conducted, requesting federal 
authorities to establish a local post office. 

Ottawa agreed to the request, but indicated the area would 
require a name, Dennis O'Brien, one of the early settlers, 











agreed to undertake the search for a name. After receiving, 
several suggestions, he agreed to the name of Coniston. He 
even agreed 10 abandon his own preference, which was to, 
call the community the Town of Neelon. 

Curiously, the new name was suggested to O"Brien by the 
superintendent of a railway construction company, T.R. 
Johnson. At the time, Johnson had been reading an English 
novel, which had its story setting in the so-called Coniston 
Lake district of northwestern England. Ottawa accepted the 
name referred to them by Mr. O'Brien and established the 
first Coniston post office. O'Brien was named postmaster. 

‘The Village of Coniston experienced a big surge in growth 
when the huge Mond Nickel Company decided to move its 
Victoria Mines smelter operation to Coniston, Mond Nickel 
had operated a mine and smelter complex west of Sudbury 
in the years between 1900 and 1913 

Unable to expand its Victoria Mines site, the company 
looked seriously to relocating its smelter elsewhere 
Coniston was chosen, not only because of the favourable 
terrain, but mainly because three separate rail lines had their 
junction at Coniston. The ore from all the existing Mond 
Nickel mines in the Sudbury Basin could be carried by rail 
to a smelter in Coniston. 





Polock Town - far end of Edward Street in the Michael and Morris Street area 


Early days of Lalian town, 








Old Coniston - French Town, 1913. 


Also, the company could easily send its processed matte, 
via CPR, to Montreal, and from there by ship to its refinery 
in Clydach, Wales. The Mond Nickel Company smelter at 
Coniston provided facilities to smelt all its ores, present and 
future. The company's purchase of the Garson Mine, and 
part of the Frood Mine, could now be secured as workable 
operations. 

In 1911, Sir Alfred Mond negotiated for purchase of the 
land in the Coniston area. It is recorded that the five 
family farms were sold to the Mond Nickel Company for 
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approximately $6,000. These land acquisitions totalled some 
3,700 acres, thus ending the agricultural orientation of the 
community 

‘A Mr, Edgar T. Austin was appointed by the company 
to survey the town and plant sites. He blueprinted a 
“model” community, with all modern conveniences pro- 
vided for a grid-system layout of the streets, The townsite 
consisted of some 3,700 acres, running north of the CPR 
line and roughly à mile distant from the smelter site to the 
south, Many of the first company houses in Coniston were 


“ S MMe res 
"Edward Siret downtown Coniston Michauds drugstore with Delongchamp Bus wating for passengers, Norquay’s gen 
Sam Sotles Pool Room are the next two buildings 





English or Company Town - Second Avenue, 1913 


actually trans-shipped by rail from the old Victoria mine 
townsite. The construction of the new Coniston townsite 
began with the installation of services, such as streets, 
drainage, sidewalks, a guaranteed water supply and fire 
protection. 

{AS early as 1906, the Wahnapitae Power Company had 
built a power generating plant on the Wahnapitae River, 
some two miles distant from Coniston. With the advent of 
the new townsite in Coniston, the Mond Nickel Company 
negotiated a long-term purchase agreement for electrical 
power from that source. 





TT nad 


hop on 2nd Ave., 1914. 








Mond Nickel obtained its water from the Wahnapitae 
River. This was pumped to a 100,000 gallon tank at the 
smelter, through 6,000 feet of 10-inch steel pipe. The Village 
of Coniston was supplied by a 6-inch branch from the main 
line, Water pressure was constant and assured in case of a 
fire. 

The company completed the water supply installations by 
1913. As well, two three-room schools were built, as was 
a fire hall, a combined municipal building and jail, as well 
as a customs office. Prior to 1913, the only school in the 
area was a one-room log building at the south end of what 
is now Fourth Avenue 


Chmara’s Store, 1920's 








Police Station, 1925. 
‘Constable H. Morel and Chief Jack Toohey. 





‘ight withthe vacant lots where the Library and Credit Union are 





Company built and operated boarding house for single men in 1913. The F. Pay Boarding House in what was Called Old Coniston 
Later used asa community hall, school, Municipal Office and now in 1911 
the Colonial Hotel. 


Left 10 right; Pearl 
Herman at the stove, Dick White, Art Woodrift, Olivina Murray, 
Ta Nault 


Club House 1913, Corner of Cedar and First Avenue burnt down 
wy December 14, 198. 











W.H, Dethloff, Chief Engineer's house, Coniston Village 


Mr. and Mrs. Cliff O'Brien in front of their house on Third 
Avenue. 


Coniston Village, Accountant's House. J.A. Ross 

‘The new Coniston smelter officially began operating on 
May 13, 1913, a month ahead of schedule. It has been 
estimated the cost of erecting the new smelter and devel 
‘oping the new townsite was $260,000, almost all of which 
‘came from the coffers of the Mond Nickel Company. 

‘The new smelter was unique for its time. It was the first 
smelter in Canada to install all basic converters, instead of 
the traditional acid converters. These were coupled with a 
new sintering process, 

‘When the operation started, the Coniston smelter pro- 
duced a Bessemer matte of about 41% nickel, 41% copper, 
17% sulphur and less than 1% iron. After being poured 
into moulds and solidified, it was crushed, barrelled and 
shipped to the United Kingdom 

‘The company operated its own ore cars, flat cars, slag 
cars and locomotives, as well as two switching engines. The 
company owned about ten miles of railway track. 

A Roast Yard was located about one mile from the Con- 
iston smelter. Coarse ore was piled on about two feet of 
cordwood, in large roast heaps. This in turn was covered 
with a layer of fine ore, The cordwood was lighted, which 
ignited the sulphur in the ore. The heaps would burn for 
‘wo or three months, oxidizing about one-quarter of the 
sulphur and iron content, Each heap contained about 2,500 
tons of ore. 

By 1913, the Mond Nickel Company Limited had con- 
structed some 11 executive homes, 46 cottage-houses, and 

Club House which could provide for 40 to 50 men. The 
Club House was destroyed by fire in 1943. À similar 
building, the Nickel Club, was builtin 1913. It was destroyed. 
by fire in 1923, and later rebuilt 














‘Smelter site cleared September 1911 


the 1920's before there was à plant road. 


Industrial growth in the Sudbury Basin from 1905 to 1925 
can largely be attributed to Mond Nickel. By the time the 
Coniston smelter was built, most of the Mond ore was 
coming from its Garson mine 

From 1909 the Mond interests were supervised by a Mr, 
C.V. Corless. Formerly a lecturer at McGill University, he 
Was an astute manager. Corless was largely responsible for 
the Mond expansion program and for the acquisition of the 
Frood Mine Extension in 1911, and the Levack property in 
1913. He saw to it that Coniston, as a company town, was 
also a successful venture, in its own right 

‘The company invited and welcomed the necessary retail 
‘merchants to the community during this period. Among the 
cearliest were the Oliviers who came from Victoria Mine 
D'Arcy Olivier later became clerk of the Townships of 
Neslon-Garson and the first clerk of the Town of Coniston. 
Other merchants in Coniston included the Norquay 
Brothers, Dan Chmara and a Mr. T. Pelletier (grocery 
store). In 1921, Antoine Michaud set up the first pharmacy. 

In the planned area of the town, the lands assigned for 
churches and commercial establishments were leased from 
the company for 99 years. The first church had been built 
in Victoria Mines in 1911. It was moved to Coniston in 1914, 
becoming St, Andrew's United Church. All Saints Anglican 
Church was brought from Victoria Mines, with its first 
service in Coniston on June 13, 1914, 
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‘Mond Nickel Transportation Department Old Timers. Left 0 righ 
Larry Curly, Yard Master, Louis Durette, Track Foreman, Dan 
Chishoim Sempler. 


Smelter workers, Tom Comerford Shift 1916. Left Lo right; Nick 
‘Chiara, Fred Chuey, Pasqualle Caverson, ?, Dan Forestell, John 
Dale, ?, John Farnel, 2 





Plate Shop Crew in 1928. Left to right; Frank Stacey, Wilfred 
Patterson, Jack Cresswell, Louis Durette, Giovanni Bagsio, Ed 
die Gaudette, Ira Land, Olivier Williams, Joe Bloemmen Sr. 

Wilfred Claridge, Jack Stacey Sr., Harry Bassett, Bert Bridgeman. 





Coniston Old Timers working in the Ore Bins. Front siting: John 
Srorozuk, Nick Yroha, Standing, Charlie Mislinski, 2, Elie Rain. 
ville, John Sols, Philip Storozuk, Frank Kilimnik. 


The first Catholic Church was established by hard- 
working Father Guillaume Lebel, S.J., who was in charge 
of all Catholic missions east and west of Sudbury. Prior to 
May 1913, all of Coniston's Roman Catholics had to walk 
to Wahnapitae, a distance of four miles, in order to celebrate 
mass in a church building 

In September 1913, Bishop D.J. Scollard named the 
Parish of Coniston “Our Lady of Mercy.” Land was 
donated to the church by Mr. W. Aubry, and building com 
menced. By the spring of 1914 a rectory and church were 
completed 

Father Lebel was also responsible for the first school to 
be built in Coniston, in 1906. It was destroyed by fire in 
1913, The Mond Nickel Company then built two three-room 
schools, one public and one separate, at a cost of about 
$14,000. 

‘The Separate School enrollment in the new school was 
107 students. It continued to increase over the next several 
years. Four small additions, or cottages, were annexed to 
the school over a four-year period. In 1922 and 1924, two 
other classrooms were added. By 1925, the Separate School 
Board decided to erect a new school 

Nine acres of land were acquired by the Board at the 
northern end of Edward Street. With back-to back grants 
from the Ministry of Education and the Mond Nickel Com- 
pany, a ten-room school was built at a cost of $12,000. A. 
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‘Dumping a charge of green ore into the last furnace on the charge 
‘Floor. Left to right: Frank Pilkington, John Bilows. 


further addition was made in 1938, The old school was sold 
for $7,000 to the Continuation School Board to be used as 
a high school for Coniston students. It served this pur- 
pose right through to the end of the Second World War 
vars. 

‘The nickel boom in the 1920's brought more workers to 
the Coniston smelter, Pressures developed for more building 
lots in the town. Some original farm land on the periphery 
Of the town was sold for this purpose. It was generally agreed 
fumigations from the huge roasting heaps (40 piles, 32 ft 
x 120 ft.) and the short smelter stack (173 ft.) had made the 
land useless for agriculture. Thus, the Boudreau farm in the 
west-central area of Coniston (now the Caruso-Allan Street 
area) was subdivided. Newly-immigrated Italians made their 
homes there. 

‘A second area of new subdivision activity centred 
around Edward and William Streets. Its character was largely 
determined by families of Polish and Ukrainian origin. 

By 1933, 343 men worked at the Coniston smelter, but 
only 116 company houses existed. The new housing of im: 
migrant communities was, of course, smaller and of less 
substantial quality than that of company supervision homes. 
Nevertheless, reasonable private housing was still being built 
at a time when the average labourer’s wages were only 45 
cents per hour. 

Boarding houses were a typical way of housing single men 
who worked in the smelter. During the boom period only 
three or four of these were available, so the famous system 
of “hot bedding” was used. Men slept in shifts at their 
respective boarding houses. Their beds were never cold 

The Mond Nickel Company redoubled its capitalization 
in 1914. In part, this was done to achieve expansion needed 
for the First World War. It was also to underwrite new mine 
purchases, 

In 1928, Coniston reached a period of stable maturity, 
but this was soon . A merger with International 
Nickel was in the offing, 
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Blast Furnace. 








A view of a smelter convertor and matt moulds. 


The Mond Nickel Company Limited 





Dr. Ludwig Mond F.R:S., Founder ofthe Mond Nickel Company. 


Authorized Capital 
Issured Capital 
Debenture Stock 


£ 2,400,000 





DIRECTORS 
Rt. Hon, Sir Alfred Mond, Bart., M.P. (Chairman). 
Sir Andrew Noble, Bart, K.C.B. 

Sir Edmund Walker, C.V.O., L-L.D. 

Dr. Carl Langer, 

Mr, Robert Mathais. 

Dr. Bernhard Mobr, 

Mr. Emile S. Mond. 

Mr. Robert L. Mond, J.P., F.R.S.E 

Mr. Saxton W.A. Noble. 


SECRETARY 
Mr. Hugh Hughes 


REGISTERED OFFICES 
39 Victoria Street, London, S.W. 


REFINING WORKS 
Clydach, South Wales. 

Managing Director Dr. Carl Langer 

Works Manager Mr. F.J. Bloomer. 


MINES AND SMELTING WORKS 
IN SUDBURY DISTRICT OF ONTARIO, CANADA 
Canadian Office and Smelters Coniston, Ontario 
Manager Mr. CV. Corless. 
Chief Mining Superintendent Mr. Oliver Hall 


June, 1914. 








Dr. C.¥. Corless Manager of Mond Nickel Company in Canada, 





CHIEF OFFICERS OF THE COMPANY IN CANADA 
Manager CV. Corless 





Mines Superintendent O. Hall 
Local Mine Superintendents 
Levack Mine PJ. Eager 
Garson Mine LR. Thoenen 
Worthington Mine RN. Palmer 


Victoria Mine 
Bruce Mine 


W.J. Mumford 
A.D. Carmichael 


Exploration Engineer V.P. Row 
‘Superintendent of Reduction Works J.F. Robertson 
Smelter Superintendent ET, Austin 
Mill and Sintering Plant Superintendent _K.S. Clarke 
Chief Chemist TM. Paris 


Chief Engineer W.L. Dethloff 


Mechanical Superintendent F.G. Herman 
Electrical Superintendent WH. Soule 
Power Plant Superintendent George Hillyard 
Chief Draughtsman R.J. McKay 
Cashier and Chief of Office Staff W.A. McDonell. 
Chief Accountant LA, Ross 
Purchasing Agent F. Simms 


Agricultural Expert J. Laughland 


Mond Nickel General Office, 1913. 





























CORPORATION TOWN OF CONISTON 
MEMBERS OF COUNCIL SINCE INCORPORATION 
1984 TO 1956 





is row left to right: Kneeling, Tom Hoare, Gene Gobbo, Wesley Best, Aime Blake, Art Gobbo. 2nd row left 
right: Albert Sabourin, Hector Gervais, Lionel Pilon, Nick Todd, Joe Laprai feLaughiin (chief), Ralph Taylor, Pasquale Chezz 
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Coniston After Mond Nickel 


After a great deal of discussion in 1928, neither Mond 
nor International Nickel could agree 10 develop, separ- 
ately, the rich Frood ore-body, which they discovered lay 
across both their properties. To prevent costly duplication, 
it was decided the two companies would merge. The Mond 
Nickel Company and International Nickel Company became 
one, under the banner of Inco. (International Nickel itself, 
was the outcome of a merger between the Canadian 
Copper Company and the Orford Copper Company in 
1902). 

From the point of view of the two companies, the merger 
was an excellent business transaction. Between them, they 
had controlled the world’s nickel market for over 25 years, 
as friendly rivals. The new company was in complete charge. 

In 1902, International Nickel was producing some 10.7 
million pounds of nickel. After their merger, the company, 
Inco, was producing ten times that amount, when world con: 
sumption of nickel in 1929 was only 120 million pounds. 

When he put his pen to the merger document, Lord 
Melchett (Sir Ludwig Mond’s eldest son, Alfred), many 
thought he signed away the future of Coniston, By 1930, 
many became extremely pessimistic. In hindsight, it may be 
fair to attribute this sense of unease to the merger, but 
another factor was changes being made in the smelter itself. 
‘These were geared to an integrated Inco operation. 

Improvements were made in the refinery at Clydach, 
Wales. These allowed for the substitution of Mond’s 
Bessemer matte from Coniston, with Inco’s material from 
Port Colborne, which contained higher nickel and less 
‘copper. 

Mond had planned to use Coniston as its Canadian head- 
‘quarters, with a paternalistic attitude toward the town itself. 
Under the aegis of Inco, that attitude changed. Copper Cliff 
was to become the Canadian headquarters for the Inco 
‘operations. Coniston then began to be treated, not so much 
as a subsidiary which could make money (the old Mond ap- 
proach), but as a company town whose growth must be 
restricted. Only management and maintenance costs w 
to be absorbed by the company 

Despite the fears and unease, the Coniston smelter con- 
tinued to operate under Inco in much the same way as it 
had under Mond. The copper-nickel matte was transported 
by rail to Copper Cliff, instead of Wales. 

In 1929, the original sinter plant was replaced by a new 
one. Sinter machines were increased in number from four 
to six. The amount of fine ore handled was increased and 
the quality of the sinter for the blast furnaces improved. 














‘Sergeant John Angove Sergeant Camille Prevost 





‘The following year the impact of the “Great Depression”” 
reached the Coniston smelter. The first move was to reduce 
production with a big layoff. The next year, the smelter was 
closed down. A portion of the work force was offered two 
and three days a week of work at the Copper Cliff smelter, 
which was operating on a reduced basis. 

In 1930, another shock hit the people of Coniston. The 
Wahnapitae Power Company was sold to the Ontario 
Hydro. This included the Stinson and MeVittie generating 
stations built in 1906, 1912 and 1925. The sale deepened the 
suspicions felt by the town folk about their future. 

To most, it was clear that the benevolent, but growth- 
oriented Mond Nickel era was over. A new era of paternal 
neglect appeared to have set in. However, while suspicions 
about Coniston’s future lingered, other positive events were 
shaping up. By 1933, nickel production surpassed the 1929, 
figures by 25 million pounds. Coniston smelter employment 
began to increase. While many smelter workers were still 
on relief, things were looking up. A new optimism was 
developing. 





‘Something had to be done to consolidate Coniston as a 
community. A petition was circulated, calling for its incor- 
poration as a town, This resulted in a resolution being for- 
warded to the Ontario Municipal Board from the Corpora 
tion of Neclon and Garson requesting incorporation of 
Coniston, Accordingly, the Town of Coniston was incor- 
porated under the Municipal Act by OMB Order A4741, 
effective January 1, 1934, 





The nomination meeting for a mayor and council was held 
on January 1, 1934. All those nominated were elected by 
acclamation. The first mayor was Edgar Taylor Austin, 
superintendent of the smelter and the original surveyor of 
the Coniston townsite. The six councillors were Harvey 
Benoit, Antoine Desautels, Andrew Halverson, Percy 
Johnson, Allan MeKerral, and Fred Stevenson. 


Iris interesting to note that five members ofthe first town. 
council were salaried supervisors for Inco, excepting for 
Antoine Desautels. He was the town’s druggist and Allan 
MeKerral a smelter worker. 


At the first regular meeting of the Council on January 
5, 1934, the new town fathers set about their work in an 
organized fashion, taking into account the needs and 
resources of the community. Their first action was to ap- 
point D'Arcy Olivier as clerk and treasurer at a salary of 
$75 a month. 





By successive resolutions committees were established, 
which addressed the particular concerns of Coniston’s tax- 
payers at the time. These committees were Finances; Fire, 
Water and Light; Street, Bridges and Public Property; 
Charity and Relief; Police and Public Safety. Other town 
employees were retained as required by the necessary 
‘municipal legislation of the day. 

‘The first policy question was that of police service. It was 
‘moved by Fred Stevenson and seconded by Andrew Halver- 
son that “... we accept the offer of the International Nickel 
Company (0 arrange for police protection of the Corpora- 
tion of the Town of Coniston.” 
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Inco had agreed to pay 75 per cent of the salaries of the 
Police Force, Members of the force would be Officers of 
the Copper Cliff Police Force. A constable, on foot patrol 
in town, could call on one of the officers stationed at the 
smelter gate for assistance in the event of trouble. This ar 
rangement ensured company and town property would be 
protected at a minimum cost. 

In 1934, the total assessment for Coniston was $844,125 
A budget of $35,000 was set forthe year. The sum of $12,550 
was for general affairs of the town, $8,800 for the Public 
‘Schools, and $13,650 for the Separate Schools. Though not 
legally taxable, Inco was the only major assessable pro- 
perty owner. À way was devised to apportion its tax revenue 
to the Public and Separate Schools. 

Asa result, the property taxes paid by home and business 
‘owners in Coniston were minimal. As the town budget in 
‘creased in the years that followed, the assessment of the 
smelter continued to increase, with the consent of the com 
pany. This maintained a low tax rate for Coniston citizens. 
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John Angove was appointed as the first Fire Chief at the 
council meeting of April 3, 1934. On June 4th it was 
moved by Desautels and seconded by Benoit, “that the Fire, 
Water and Light Committee establish a volunteer Fire 
Brigade of 12 men, the said members 10 

tending each fire call $1.50 or as may be 
an accident insurance policy be procured for said members.” 
The motion was carried, 









During the final meeting of 1934, on December 14th, it 
was established that the mayor would be paid $100 and the 
councillors $75 each, per year, “for meeting attendance." 
A total of 13 meetings had been held in that first year. 











During the Depression years the town provided employ 
ment to some men by having them clean and deepen the 
ditches beside the streets. As a result, most of the ditches 
became so deep they presented a hazard to motorists, It was 
ot until the 1950's that this hazard disappeared, when the 
town began a program of road paving. 











‘Community Club Party for the Colquhoun's September 26, 1955. Seated Left to right: Lena Forsetel, ?, Florence 
Colquhoun, Ada Johnsion, Edith Warwick, Mrs. Wigley, Mary Rogerson, Jean Strom. Standing left to right: Guy 
‘Scott, Wilfred Patterson, Nell Haddon, Marion Patterson, Katherine Ruddy, Stella Rivard, Sandy Buller, Aurore 
Olivier, Eve Bloemmen, ?, Ina Pigott, Lilly Nesbit, Evelyn Allard, Evelyn Bray, Jean Wright, Mrs. Mulligan, 


Margaret Leonard, Anges Colquhoun, Mr. Wigley, 


Coniston YMCA Committee, 1961. Left to right: Mrs. C. 
Goedhard, Wilson, Don Simmons, Roy Snitch chairman, Jack 
Stacey, Elsie Pigott, Nell Haddon. 
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Coniston Fund Raising unit of Memorial Hospital at the 
Community Club. Left to right: Fred Murphy, Ruby Muirhead, 
‘Marg Johnson, Nell Haddon, Margaret Price, ?. 








Before the outbreak of the Second World War in 1939, 
the International Nickel Company opened one of the former 
“executive homes” at 44 First Avenue, as a community hall 
‘The company paid the salary of the caretaker and main 
tained the building, 


Many of the social functions of the town were held in the 
community hall. Meetings of church groups, Boy Scouts, 
Girl Guides, Cubs, Brownies, Y.M.C.A., C.G.LT. were 
organized there 

‘The community hall also became the polling station for 
municipal, provincial and federal elections, Medical clini, 
when required, were held in the same building. A small gym: 
nasium was constructed at the back, providing for bad- 
minton, basketball and volleyball 

Another former executive home at 45 First Avenue was 
enlarged in order to be used as a clinic and doctor’s 
residence, The addition consisted of a waiting room and ex- 
amination rooms for patients. The resident doctor was a 
member of the Inco medical centre staff. This arrangement 
continued until the late 1960's, when the Inco medical system 
was phased out. 

Jntil about 1942, access to the Coniston smelter was by 
il or footpath. At the time of the original construction, 
no thought had been given to a plant road. Supplies were 
brought in on the company's railway system. Employees 
either walked to work over a number of paths, or rode on 
à company-owned rail car from the CPR station. The sta- 
tion was located just east of the intersection of Government 
Road and Edward Avenue. 

At lunch-time, members of the staff who preferred to go 
home for their noon meals would board the railcar in front 
of the warehouse. They would then be transported to a spot 
next to the CPR station. At one o'clock they would gather 
for the return trip. 

By today's standards, it was an unusual and convenient 
arrangement for employees to be transported to and from 
work - and home for lunch - by a special company rail car. 














However, after the smelter road was completed, bus service 
replaced the rail car. The bus service was provided by a 
Sudbury firm, 


Edgar Austin (lef) retires as Mayor and Smelter Superintendent. 
Fred Murphy (right) takes over the management of the plant. 





‘The morning bus would convey men going on shift to the 
smelter parking lot. It would then pick up the men coming 
Off shift, Shortly after 8:15 a.m., it made its way down 
Edward Avenue (then known as Dubreuil Street) to pick up 
more passengers who were going Lo other places of employ 
ment, or to schools, 


On the morning of February 9, 1951, a tragic accident 
‘occurred, involving one of these buses and a CPR train. On 
this particular morning the temperature had dipped to 48 
degrees below zero Fahrenheït. The outside air was hazy; 
visibility was poor. 





Because of the extreme cold, more passengers than usual 
were crowded into the bus. Its windows were frosted; ex- 
ternal sounds were muffled by the din of conversation within 
the bus. Nobody heard, saw or suspected the west-bound 
CPR train, which was running late. The train arrived at the 
crossing just as the bus was straddling the tracks. The ter 
rible crash resulted in nine deaths and many injuries to 
others. The men who were killed were all from the same shift 
in the smelter. 


All those who died were citizens of Coniston. The whole 
town was in a state of shock, but the response to the 
grieving families was prompt and generous. 


From 1934 to 1944, the make-up of the town council 
varied litte. The same council was again acclaimed in 1938 
and 1942, Basically, the same committees were re-appointed 
each year. Council meetings were only called “at the pleasure 
of the mayor.” The meeting schedule was erratic. 








Between 1942 and 1944 changes in human relations within 
the smelter were taking place. The smelter labour force 
‘became unionized, Local $98, Mine-Mill, was certified by 
the Ontario government on February 4, 1944. A collective 
agreement was soon negotiated. 


One indirect result of the union presence was that hourly- 
rated workers in the Coniston smelter felt sufficiently secure 
to run for municipal office. In 1944, nine candidates sought 
six seats on the Coniston council. The town experienced its 
first real election for public office. Three new councillors 
wereelected: John Carey, William Coppo and Mike Solski. 


‘An interesting resolution appears in the minutes of the 
council meeting of December 13, 1944. All enlisted men’s 
families living in the municipality were exempted from 
paying for sanitary and electric light services. This action 
was t0 continue a policy that had been established three years 
earlier, 


In 1946, Edgar Austin retired as superintendent of the 
Coniston smelter. He also retired as mayor of the town. On 
November 22, smelter assistant superintendent, Roy L. 
Snitch was nominated for mayor. He was unopposed. 


Coniston purchased a fire truck for its volunteer fire 
brigade in 1947. Extensive alternations were carried out on 
it in the Coniston Smelter shops, at the company’s expense. 
The relationship between Inco and Coniston’ fire depart 
ment was co-operative and congenial. The company not only 
repaired and maintained the fie fighting equipment, but also 
built a fire hall. The town supplied and paid the volunteer 
firemen, as well as being responsible for the appointment 
of the fire chief. Inco's fire marshal assisted in the training 
of the volunteer brigade. 
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ET. Austin 
1934-1946 


R. Snitch 
1947-1952 


W. Kilimnik 
1953-1957 





Early in 1947, the Coniston council decided to schedule 
regular monthly meetings. The regular meetings were to be 
held on the second Monday of each month. This ended the 
custom of “Council will be summoned at the mayor's 
pleasure.” 

In August 1949, the day was changed to the second 
Tuesday of each month, and later to the second and fourth 
Tuesday. 

In the 1952 elections, Walter Kilimnik, an insurance agent, 
ran for the position of mayor. He opposed and defeated the 
incumbent, RL. Snitch. From then, until Coniston became 
part of the Town of Nickel Centre, the mayor of Coniston 
Continued to be ither a non-company, or non-salaried com 
pany employee. Kilimnik was succeeded successively by W 
Evershed, M. Beauchemin and M. Solski. Since most of 
Coniston’s male inhabitants were employed by Inco, usually 
at the Coniston smelter, the majority of councillors were 
Inco employees. But it was no longer a “company town.” 
Its working population had come of age. 








1957 Council Seated left to right; William Evershed, Tom Paradis, 
Walter Kilimnik (Mayor) Leo Rowsselle. Standing left 0 right; Gino 
Sartor, Gig Bloemmen, Leo Gauthier. 


1961 Council, Seated left 10 right: Fern Leblanc, Jack Ruddy, 
‘Maurice Beauchemin (Mayor), Gino Sartor. Standing left to right: 
Joe Mislinski, Gig Bloemmen, Leno Crema, 
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M. Beauchemin 
1960-1962 


M. Solski 
1963-1973 


W. Evershed 
1958-1959 


The early 1950's in the town of Coniston were marked 
by the ascendancy of a self-administered community. The 
municipal outlook was directed, primarily, to the welfare 
of the town and its people. During the late ‘30's and the 
war years, Coniston had suffered from a lack of a sewerage 
system and treatment plant. Poor roads and flood control 
jous problems, especially around the creek area. 
the Second World War urban sprawl was in evidence. 
The need to plan neighbourhoods was evident. Municipal 
planning was started in the Sudbury area with the forma- 
tion of the McKim, Neelon and Garson planning board in 
1947. Coniston was never really part of that planning board, 
but it set the tone for municipal planning in the Sudbury 
Basin 

Between 1946 and June 1959, only 13 of 86 Coniston lots 
submitted were approved by the Department of Municipal 
Affairs. Between then and March of 1966, 281 lots were sub- 
mitted to the Community Development Branch. Of these, 
239 were approved. 
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1958 Council. Seated left to right: Gino Sartor, Fern Leblanc 
William Evershed (Mayor), John Fera. Standing left to right: Gig 
Bloemmen, Leo Gauthier, Leo Rousslle 


Seated left to right: Phil Gniazdoski, Mike 
Solski (Mayor), Olious Halverson, John Cook. Standing left 0 
right: Reg MacNeil, Fern Leblanc, John Buchowski. 


1963 Town Coun 


In 1946, Inco decided to use as a pilot plant, the old acid 
plant situated north of the Coniston smelter. The purpose 
was to experiment with the processing of nickel ores from 
New Caledonia and Venezuela, Towards the end of its first 
run, a switch was made to experiment with pyrthotite con: 
taining a low amount of nickel. The feed was obtained from 
the Copper Cliff concentrator by selective flotation. 

Results were promising. After a shutdown of the plant 
for renovations, it was reopened in 1947, with a longer run 
planned. Results were again encouraging. The pilot plant 
continued in operation for about six years. The end result 
of all the experimental work was the construction of the Iron 
(Ore Recovery Plant at Copper Cliff. This houses the new 
‘metallurgical process developed in Coniston. 

‘A new smelter stack was constructed in 1954, It was 400 
feet in height, and replaced two smaller stacks. The result 
was improved draft for the smelter exhaust gases. These were 
better contained and more widely dispersed resulting in 
cleaner air for Coniston and improved working conditions. 
In 1959, a new 375-foot concrete stack was completed for 
the Sintering Plant. This replaced a smaller, less efficient 
one made of brick. 

Tn 1956, Coniston established its own Hydro-Electric 
Commission, as part of the Ontario Hydro family, which 
continues to this day 

In 1960, the City of Sudbury sought to annex the Town 
of Coniston in its amalgamation bid, It failed. This is of 
interest because Coniston had effectively annexed part of 
the Township of Neelon under OMB Order M7275, which 
came into effect November 1, 1959. 


















Fire Brigade, 1972. Left to right: Jean Marie 
Bidal, Phil Gniazdoski, Mike Solski, Leo 
Olivier, Ken Glibbery, Hector Gervais, Jack 
Dempsey, Bruce Eyre, Argyle Eastwood. 


Work on the Coniston sanitary sewers and pumping sta- 
tion, in conjunction with the sludge treatment plant, was 
completed in 1958. 


‘The Town of Coniston had come a long way by 1965. It 
had a population that year of 2,608, which was fairly cons 
tant since incorporation. Yet assessment had increased from 
$603,750 to over $1,510,000. The working population in the 
smelter was some 350 employees, down from its high-point 
of over 800. Yet the town never really enjoyed any overflow 
from Sudbury when one considers that 105,000 people were 
living in the Basin area within a 25-mile radius of that city. 


Coniston’s water system intake capacity increased to 
2,100,000 gallons per day in 1965, which was a long way 
from that of 1913, when it commenced operation. Town 
taxes were fairly low and the debenture debt of $76.32 per 
capita was the second lowest of all the towns in the Sud- 
bury Basin. 





Canada's Centennial Year in 1967 was a year of intense 
activity across Canada, Coniston’s commemorative project 
consisted of a public park, at the juncture of Government 
Road and Second Avenue. The park contained trees, shrubs, 
flower beds, a newly designed cenotaph, fountain and a 
plaque in honour of Canada’s 100th Birthday. Inco was of 
‘reat asistance. Besides supplying labour, equipment and 
expertise, the company further assisted the Centennial pro- 
ject by donating land to the town, fabricating the fountain 
and giving a new site for the tennis courts, which had to 
be relocated to make way for the new park 


Town Fire Brigade, 1949. Bottom left 10 
right: Mayor Roy Snitch, Fire Chief Bill 
‘MeLaughlin, Albert Sabourin, Nick Todd, 
Wesley Best, Pasquole Chezzi, Leo Olivier, 
Wilfred Leduc, Benny Taylor. Top left 0 
right: Lionel Pilon, Aime Blake, Art Gobbo. 
Hecior Gervais, Gino Gobbo, Felix 
Belanger. 









1967 Dedicating Centennial Park 


Rex LRA. Sutherland dates Coen Par une 2 1987. Front row 

left to right: Rev. Ovila Campeau, Irene Solski, Mayor Mike Tr i 

Wired Spooner, Res. Frank Borsa, Lesion President Albert Gallant Dedication of Centennial Party 1967. Left to right: Mayor 
Harold Prescott, Mayor Grace Hartman, Hon. Edgar 
Benson, Mayor Mike Solski, Mrs. Benson. 





1967 Dedicating Centenial Park. Left ro right: Councillors Joe Barbe, Gino Sartor, Olious Halverson, John Fera, Tom Paradis, 
Phil Gniazdoski, Mayor Mike Solski 





Pau fe 
Queen and Princesse had a special place during park dedication Arthur Wilkinson and 1967 Centennial Queen co 
Ceremony. Left to right: Suzy Legris, Brenda Rivals, Diane Kirk, 
Maureen Smith, Trudy Fantin, Janice Quesnel. 
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Community Centre Official Opening, 


February 8, 1971 


‘At ribbon cutting ceremony with J. Barbe, G. Blake, À. Lemieux, R. Snitch, 


M. Solski, S. Hayduk, A. Barbe, Toe Blake. 





$. Hayduk, M. Solski, Toe Blake, P. Zvonkovich, E. Sopha, Joe Fabbro at 


the opening ceremonies. 


‘The Coniston Town Council meeting of July 26, 1966 
passed the following motion: “We extend to the Agricultural 
Department of Inco our appreciation for the beautiful 
centennial flower bed and their assistance with our park and 
joint seeding program. 

‘The next major highlight occurred in 1970. Council ap- 
proved construction of a community centre, debenturing 
$280,000 for that purpose. The arena was opened on 
February 8, 1971 











G. Barbe, A. Barbe, C. Marcon, A. Lemieux, K. 
Giibbery, G. Blake 


1971 was a big year for Coniston. In addition to the com- 
munity centre, a new public library was built that year 

For many Coniston citizens a feeling of unease developed. 
in 1969. J.A. Kennedy, Chairman of the Ontario Municipal 
Board, had been appointed as a one-man commission 10 
study ‘the future structure and organization of all 
‘municipalities in the Sudbury district. It was a portent of 
‘things to come. 
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Coniston Smelter Men and Women 1946 


The occasion for these posed picture is the receiving of safety 
‘awards for a 100,000 safe-shift in the Coniston Plant from July 
36, 1945 to June 1, 1946, That occasion Is superseded by the re. 
‘cording int histor the names and faces of the men and women 
in the main, who either of themselves or through ther ancestors 
bul this community 

Mick Shift 

Front row left 10 right: Mike Stywchuk, Tony Zanutto, Vincenty 
Wroblewski, Waller Wasylenki, Peter Ungurian, Eddy Albert, 
Philp. Storozuk, John ‘Soroka, Martin Girolamerto, Alex 
Bewuparlant, Water Schupachynski, Nick Todd, Bill Zahorousi 
Sam Dureite, Fordy Mick, Moristo Batistuce. Second row left 
ta right: Nick Sobin, Zerri Benedit, Alex Rivard, Dave Martin, 
Julio Baggio, Andy MacLean, Steve Yreha, Trefle Tallefer, 
Lawrence Lajeunesse, Edgar Dore, Philip Collin, Exyst Gosselin, 
Bill Baby, David Cresswell. Third row left 10 rat: Nick Chey, 
Primo Cerantolo, Bil Bachorski, Sebastian Melynk, Peter Hiycas, 
Bill Dril, Fel: Belanger, Bll Curlook, Lione Visentin, Hector 
Fabris, Gomare Bloemmen, Alex Davie, Hector Gerais, Geno 
Baldisera 

Blake Shift 

Front row left to right: Dan Wandsiak, Fred Spencer, Bernard 
‘Akey, Prank Pilkington, Peter Baron, Mike Kiersia, Nick Cobra, 
Galdino Modesto, Joe Mislinski, John Boni, Nick Pastrylony, 
Ernesto Libralesso, Lionel Plon, John Kochman, Arthur Nesbit, 
Uirich Lalonde, Pot Duncan, Ar! Gauthier. Second row left 1 right 
Bul Coppo, Wesley Bes, Dmytro Onuski, John Sol, Harr 
Comerford, Mike Yakiwchuk, Karl Dudur, Carlo Chez, Harold 
Gagnon, John Bronicheski, Pete Gobbo, John Chywk, Leo King, 
2. Third row lef to right Pasquali Chez, John Cobra, Cyprian 
Larocque, Armando Brignolio, Herb Conlon, John Bilowus, John 
Shetges, John Storouk, tito Floren, Aldee Bake, Joe Worobee, 
Wilfred Gour, Sid Smith, Medrie Tessier, Bi Holunge 
Hector Levesque, Jean Gagne, Xavier Lalonde, Freeman Agats, 
George Barbe 

Geottrey Shite 

Front row left to right: Nanny Limareli, Florian Tesir, Germain 
Tessier, Fernand Gosselin, Joe Comacchio, Sam Chyz, Bill 
Kullkowski, George Baby, Emile Barbe, Cyril Portier, Moise 
Gervais, im Forestell, Bob Prieur, Aime Blake, Paul Broschek, 
Pete Davis, Fred Cresswell, Cell Corrigan. Second row lf 10 right 
Dingo Coppo, Gerald Geoffrey, George Paquette, ?, Basil 
Henderson, Fran Kilmnik, Wo. Evershed, Leo Olivier Jo Sot, 
‘Joe Bloemman, Bob Muirhead, Hector Levesque, George Bilows 
Eugene Valiquète, Bil Kowa, Erie Willams, John Weloskt, Tony 
Podhaini, Pete Podolski, Fred Matzuk. Third row lef to right 
Wiliam kutride, Vie Baggio,?, Fiori Caverson,?, Leo Gauthier, 
Adrien Treponiet, Fred Rivard, Bill Deneka, ert Benedett, Tom 
Paradis, Leo Oliver, Cypriene Larocque, Dick Morehead, Clovis 




















Olivier, George Barbe, Leno Piatto, Joe 
Dimatteo, Nick Yreha, Ernest Poirier, John Werstik 

Day Shift 

Front rov left to right: F. Franchesto, H. Rivard, G. DiMareh 





Eile Over, Reno Vsentin, George Halverson, Angelo Franchetto, 
Bill Squires, Ralph Taylor, Pete Peiryna, Manuel Leclar, Joe 
DeLuca, Fred Discher, John Rigsler, Mario Martinelo, Giovani 
Zanichel, Alex Stalker, Joseph Chabor. Second row left right 
Paul Laprari, Giovanni Visentin, Joe Serotuk, Robert Hood, 
Bill Pigot, Tony Prenol, George Duhaime, Herbert Glibber, 
Dan Forestl, Valentino Toniolo, Wilfred Over, Andy Halverson, 
Wired Bray, Frank Parker, Harry Basse, Harry Pigtt, Georse 
Chishotm, T. Tencred, Giuseppi Gobbo. Third row left to right 
Gino Sartor, ©. Santi, Art Gobbo, Gordon Johnson, Nick Melnyk. 
Lovsi Carscalien, Bruno Comacchio, Albert Chiswel, Allen Hugh, 
À: MeKerral, Walter Yozkowski, Bil Burns, Louis Oliver, Dan 
Wethan, Andrew Gobbo, George Barbe, Ab. Ladurante, Peer 
Marcon, Emilio Gobbo, Pat McMenamin, Philip Colin, Wilfred 
Patterson. 
Coniston Smelter Office Staff 

tto right: Oscar Paris, Claude Deeks, Norman Neeshaw, John 
Rogerson. Agnes Colguhoun, Roy Snitch, Marjorie Dubers, ill 
Warwick, Annie Melnyk, Bill Evershed, Edward Austin, Fred 
Leclair. 














Coniston Smelter Girs 1944, First row left to right: Julia Kiersta, 
Shirley Ethier, Ida Oliver, Mary Gobbo, Anita LaFrance, Rose 
Rainville, Vera Muirhead. Second row left to right: Lucy Rivard, 
Marie Basso, Maria Prenol, Sophie Chaykowski, Aurore Olivier, Rose 
Kirwan, Emily Armstrong, Annie Yakinchuk, Betty Martin. Third 
row ef 10 right: Mary Franchetto, Blanche Coppo, Fidele Ceraniola, 
Jean Chuey, Ann Meinsk, Delina Squires, Faye Parker, Evelyn Viau, 
‘Ann Daypuk, Helen Petryna, 


First Aid Team. First row left to right: Alec Beaupariant, Albert 
Dubers, Dr. W-S, Johns, Gerald Geoffrey. Second row left to right: 
Dick Morehead, Bil Warwick, Jack Willams. Third row Eddie Alber, 
Leo Oliver. 





: [a 

Bill Jonnson’s Mechanical Crew 1950. Fist row left 10 right: H. 
Capistrend, J, Mislinski, L. Marcon, B. Barkley, H. Bray, H. 
Brencounier, J. Stacey, P. Marcon, E. Bray. Second row left 10 right: 
Bill Johnson, D. Parker, E. MeKerral, T. Zanatta, R. Renaud, F. 
‘Rivard, P. Laprairie, A. Landurante, J. Paradis, T. Worobec, A 
Gobbo. Third row left to right: T. Fitzgerald, A. Ethier, 8. Alberton, 
A. Ethier, Sr. W, Deneka, W. Spencer, S. Jeffrey, W. Shelesey 
B. Pigott, E, Johnson. 
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Boys at the Smelter. Front row left to right: Fred Discher, ?, Pete Davis, John Shelesey, George Bilows, John Cobra, Florian Bertrand, 
John Weloski, Lino Piotto, Wilfred Paterson, Sam Durette, Dan Totino, Verdell Price, Aldege Blake, Dovid Martin. Second row left 
to right: Andy McLean, Walter Wasplenki, Medric Tessier, Alex Rivard, Bob Keffer, John Malysh, Eddy Albert, Superintendent Fred 
Murphy, Ass to the Superintendent of Smelters Jack Lilley, John Rogerson, Leno Crema, Bill Johnson, Mario Martinello, Einar Strom, 
‘Oscar Paradis, Wiliam Coppo, Gordon Adams, Loyst Carscallen, Emesto Libralesso, John Mohan. 


CONISTON SEL 


WE HAVE 
WORKED 





Pigott a Coniston native who became the Ontario head of Inco comes to his home town plant 10 congratulate supervision and workers 
‘on their safety record. Left side group from left to right: Jack Pigott, ROY Snitch superintendent. Middle left right: Mel You; Don « 
Slimmons, Gordon Adams, Leslie Cresswell. Back left 1 right: Ray Bouchard, Herb Goodspeed, Robert Hood, Ronald Duncan, Mike 
Yakiwchuk. Right side group front left to right: Lino Piotto, Julio Bago, Jack Stacey, John Shelegey, Nanni Limareli, Reg MacNeil 
Middle left to right; Wilfred Patterson, Silvio Floreani, Attilio Floreani. Back left to right: Aldege Blake, Loyst Carscallen, Laurence 
Lajeunesse, Fiore Benedeti, Joe Bloemmen. 


Plant Fire Crew on oi fire practice. Left to right: Edward Alber, 
Exyst Gosselin, Fordy Mick, Edward McHugh, Aime Gosselin, 
{ra Dale, Gomare Bloemmen, Roy Snitch. 


‘Smelier Plant leaders. Clockwise from left: Joe DeLuca, Albert 
Dubrey, Henry Bassett, Hector Levesque, Dan Forestell, Rene 
Lemieux, Albert Ladurante, Bll McLaughlin, Aldege Blake, Sid 
Smith, Bruno Comacchio, Silvio Floreani, Jack Lilley 
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Last shift April 16, 1972. Front to back. Gerry Turcotte, Leonard 
Lamothe, ?, Bill Coppo, Leo King, Mort Berry, Emile Hacke, Dave 
Long, Ray Bonhower, Don Beaulieu, Ernie Event, Ed Frappier, 


Adelbert Hache. 


View of converter ast. 


During the years of 1968 and 1969, electrostatic 
precipitators, with the necessary allied equipment, were in 
stalled at the smelter. This was a big step in reducing at- 
mospheric pollution in the town and district. This was a 
reassuring sign. 

However, on January 28, 1972 a black cloud descended 
on the Town of Coniston, Inco announced the phasing out 
of the Coniston smelter operation. It was completely shut 
down three months later, on April 16. 

Reasons given for the closing were the provincial govern 
ments environmental restrictions, coupled with the low ton 
nage/labour ratio of the outdated smelter. The smelter at 
Copper Cliff, with its reverberatory furnaces and better 
material-handling systems, could operate far more effic- 
iently. With the smelter shut-down Coniston lost its largest 
source of tax assessment. Inco had been paying about 85 
cents of each tax dollar in the town, 











When the smelter was shut down, only a small number 
of employees were laid off. Many accepted early retirement. 
The remainder were transferred to the various plants at Cop. 
per Cliff 

‘Asa result of the regional government study and delibera- 
tions, the Town of Coniston found itself as part of the new 
‘Town of Nickel Centre, in the late fall of 1972, Its life-giving 
smelter had been closed only a few months before. It was 
à double blow. 

With the smelter unheated and unused, it deteriorated 
rapidly. It had been kept on a 'stand-by”* basis, but in 1976 
‘a decision was made to demolish it. The only buildings left 
standing were the changehouse (with the offices), power 
house, two stacks, warehouse, shops and thaw-shed. 

À resolution of the Coniston council in December 1972 
reads: “We the Municipal Corporation of the Town of Con- 
{ston are pleased to accept the generous offer from Inter 
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national Nickel Co. of Canada Lid. of the Coniston Com- 
munity Hall, being Lot #25, Plan No. M-678, on behalf of 
this Municipality and the ratepayers for the betterment and 
‘enjoyment of the citizens. That we express to the company 
our heartfelt thanks and appreciation of this community 

spirited gift. Further that the employees maintaining these 
premises be retained as per the International Nickel Com- 
pany’s wishes.” 

At about the time of the gifts in 1972, Inco decided to sell 
all of the company-owned Coniston houses to its employees 
The only exception was the one occupied by former smelter 
superintendent, Roy L. Snitch, at 47 First Avenue. 

‘The houses and lots were appraised by three assessors. 
The lowest figures were accepted, further reduced, and the 
property offered at that price 10 the employee who was 
tenant in each of the company houses. Ifthe tenant decided 
not to buy it, the property was then offered to other 
employees. If there were no employee buyers, than it was 
offered to non-employees. Vacant lots were sold in the same 
way 

In many cases, the new owners sold their property to 
others, non-Coniston residents. The “family”? atmosphere 
of the community began to wane, It did not disappear 
because there are enough long-term citizens remaining in 
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1970-71 Couneil. Left to right: Phil Gniazdoski, Mike 
Solski, Mayor, Dr. Eugene Kosar, Joseph Barbe, Tom 
Paradis, Norm Zanutto, John Fera 


Last Council Meeting, December 28, 1972. Seated left 0 
right: Joseph Barbe, Mike Solski, John Rodriguez 
‘Standing lef to right: Phi Gniazdoski, Jean-Marie Bidal, 
Tom Paradis, Robert Henderson, Prosper Olivier 





town to preserve the warmth and friendliness that has been 
so noticeably a characteristic of Coniston. 

Following the demolition of the smelter in 1976, Inco 
established the site as an industrial park. The company has 
tried to induce new industries or plants to locate there, Some 
small groups did decide to avail themselves of the excellent 
site facilities. 

Legerlite Insulation moved into the former changehouse. 
Drummond-McCall took over the shops. Another group 
moved into the old warehouse, using it as a depot for doors, 
window, etc. In 1981, the St. Lawrence Cement Company 
constructed a small plant north of the old smelter site 

Inco is still trying to attract other companies to its in- 
dustrial park in Coniston. It is an excellent site, with water, 
power and easy access to two railroads and a highway. It 
would appear to be only a matter of time until Coniston 
sees a new plant rise on the ashes of the old smelter that 
performed 50 capably for the Mond Nickel Company and 
the International Nickel Company of Canada Limited 

While the legal entity has departed, the people and their 
communal history remain, Visually, ethnically, aesthet- 
ically - or just in the minds of people - there is a Coniston 
today. The decisions of history continue to affect, and will 
always alter the future years, once the forces of the future 
have been set in motion. 








The Story of The Canadian National Railway 


The Canadian National Railway was built through 
Coniston in 1907. I isthe branch line running from Capreol 
to Toronto. When this railway was laid out it crossed the 
Canadian Pacific Railway lines at the south east end of 
Coniston. Because of this an interlocking switching system 
was installed and manned 24 hours a day, 

Mr. Aubrey Chiswell was the frst station agent to come 
to Coniston. He lived in a boxcar which was also the first 
station in 1912. Two years later a new building was put up 
0 provide station facilities and living quarters for the station 
agent and his family. Aubrey Chiswell remained at this post 
in Coniston for some 28 years until be died suddenly in 1940. 
He was succeeded for a short period by Mr. Williams, and 
later by David Keir. 

Between 1941, when David Keir took over, and 1953 there 
were three changes made of station agents. Benny Long 
succeeded David Keir and Fred Louis succeeded Benny 
Long. Louis died while on duty in 1953 and he was succeeded 
by Phil Gniazdoski for a short period of time, followed by 
George Waldbrook who remained in Coniston until 1967 
when the station was closed, 

The interlocking switching system at the diamond 
remained in operation until an electricall installed system 
was put into place in 1934. 





September 1967 was the end of an era as far as the CNR 
operation in Coniston was concerned. The building was 
closed and later rented for a number of Years to the Chevron 
Company. 

In 1977 this well known landmark was closed 
permanently, and in the early part of 1978 the building was 
demolished. With it went many memories 





The Story of The Canadian Pacific Railway 


In Coniston there were two Canadian Pacific Railway 
stations. The one at Romford was built in the year 1905 
while the other station in the town proper was builtin 1912, 

In the early days, Romford station had one agent and two 
‘operators. There were three tracks passing this station, one 
branching off at the Toronto Division, One track held forty 
cars, the other one held twenty, and the Toronto track with 
the main line held thirty cars. 


Canadian Pacifie Station. 


The station which was located in the town of Coniston 
had only one agent, Mr. Paul Hugli. There were only two 
tracks for the International Nickel Company, but in 1932 
another one was built. The passing track held fifty cars. 
Every day there were two ore trains coming from Levack, 
six regular passenger trains, fourteen freight trains and a 
few special trains which passed through Coniston on the 
CPR. The yard held one hundred and twenty cars. The agent 











of this station, Mr. Hugl, held this position from December 
1912 until his retirement in 1950. 

In addition to all his other regular duties, Mr. Hugli had 
the busiest express business in Canada for a one-man 
operation during the summer months when hundreds of 
baskets of blueberries where shipped from this station to 
Toronto by CP Express 

Mr. Hugli was succeeded by Mr. Gauvin, and then Fred 
Baron, Jim Styles and John Keba were the agents. In 1970 
this station was closed and sometime later the building was 
demolished. With that another landmark disappeared. 

John Keba, the last CP Agent in Coniston, left town and 
later worked at Romford. In August of 1979 the station at 
‘Romford also closed. This completed the elimination of all 
stations in a town that had been a beehive of railway activity. 


The Diamond - was 
manned 24 hours a day à 
manual switching system 
controlling the passage 
of both CPR and CNR 

trains through Coniston, in 

‘operation from 1907 to 1934. 








Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 


The Canadian Bank of Commerce was the first financial 
institution to establish in Coniston and provide service to 
this community. It first opened as a sub-agency of the 
Sudbury Branch and its status has changed often through 
the years. 

Records indicate that the bank was first located on the 
corner of Government Road and Edward Street, March 20, 
1919. It was moved to its present location at 46 Second 
Avenue in 1925, after obtaining a lot from the Mond Nickel 
‘Company and putting up a building 

It is interesting to note that the banking service was first 
provided Monday, Thursday and Saturday. Throughout the 
Years it has been open on a combination of different days, 
before going to a five-day week, Monday to Friday 

The following is a list of people who managed the 
Coniston Branch with the asterisk (*) indicating the person 
working out of the Elgin-Elm Branch in Sudbur 
1919 H. Duncan* 1940 J. Graham (Officer in Charge) 
1924 J.P. Taillon* 1941 C.H. Watt 
1925 JW. Chittick 1943 J-P. Taillon* 

1927 HLL. Blackwell 1945. ALL. O'Brien* 
1932 J.P. Taillon* 1957 C.R. Corson* 








Caisse Populaire Roussel 


Une coopérative d'épargne et de crédit, fondée par les 
francophones du village avec le père Ovila Campeau, le 30 
mai, 1961, Son nom vient du premier curé de la paroisse 
Notre Dame de la Merci, le père Roussel, 

‘Son première bureau fut dans l'ancien presbytère, suivi 
par un bureau dans le magasin à Jean, pour finalement 
déménage dans sa propre édifice au mois d'octobre, 1973. 
Les sociétaires sont fiers de recevoir les services financiers 
Les plus complet dans le village et explique peut-être pourquoi 
la caisse subit des augmentations de 20 à 25% par année. 
Son actif, au 31 août, 1982 se chiffre à $3,200,000. 

Un des plus grand accomplissements dans la municipalité 
fut la construction de la maison pour personnes agées “La 
Ruche de Coniston”, par la caisse populaire. 

La caisse populaire a été fondée pour servir ses sociétaires. 
Vous pouvez en devenir sociétaire aujourd'hui. 

The caisse populaire, a savings and loan co-op, was 
founded on May 30, 1961, with the help of Father Campeau 











Caisse Populoire 
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The Canadian Bank of Commerce 


1964. M.S. Macklem? 
1969 V.E. Grenke (Officer in Charge) 

1972 D.A.L. Cardinal 

1974 HLA. Minifie 1980 V.E. Grenke 
1978 L.D. Gatehouse 1982 ELA. Barker 





and a dedicated group of citizens. Its name “Roussel” was 
chosen in memory of the first parish priest of Our Lady of 
Mercy Church, Father Roussel 

Is first office was located in the old church rectory, 
followed by an office in Jean's store and finally moved 10 
its own building on Edward Street in October, 1973. 

lis members are quite proud of receiving the most 
complete financial services in town, which might explain its 
continued success with annual increases of 20 10 25% per 
year, Its assets, on August 31, 1982, were approximately 
$3,200,000. 

One of the most outstanding accomplishments in the 
municipality was the construction of the senior citizens’ 
home “La Ruche de Coniston” which belongs to the caiss 
populaire. 

The caisse populaire was founded to serve its members. 
You could be part of the success by becoming a member 
today. 








La Ruche, 












Coniston Credit Union 


The Coniston Community Credit Union Limited was 
originally formed by a group of community minded citizens 
and under the guidance of Reverend R.F. Venti, pastor of St. 
Paul’s Church. The original charter was granted on June 
22, 1960. The following, coming from all walks of life, are 
the original charter members: 








Jos. Petryna — truck driver 
Mario Borsato — plate worker 
Burton Boyd — electrician 
Gino Gobbo — mechanic 
John Comacchio — butcher 
Paul MacDonald — mill operator 
Kenneth Conlon electrician 


— mechanical fitter 
— mechanical fitter 
— plateworker helper 
— brakeman 

— carpenter's helper 


Thomas Taylor 
Gerald Geottrs 
John Cook 

Hector Leblanc 
George Everitt 





Dario Chezzi — mechanical fitter 
Galdino Modesto — machinist 
Gino Sartor — bricklayer 
M. Battistuzzi — locomotive engineer 
Lawrence Laycock — plate worker 


— mechanical helper 
— carpenter helper 

— service station owner 
— miner 


Gary Cresswell 
Bernard Forestell 
Eugene Olivier 
Kevin Keenan 
‘Thomas Hoare — postmaster 
Jos. Barnes — warehouse clerk 

The present Board of Directors is comprised of our own 
community residents. They are: 


Leslie Lisk — President 


Nickel Centre Credit Union 


(Formerly The Coniston Community Credit Union Limited) 








Guido Chezzi — Vice President 
Bruce Eyre Secretary 
Kenneth Conlon Marcel Bigras 

Robert Conlon  Eveline Gauvreau 


Gerald Geoffrey Helen Barbe 
Many of these have served in different capacities on the 
Board and Credit Committee for periods ranging from 3 
to 22 years, 
Credit Committee members are: 





Ernest Everitt Chairman 
Jos. Vaillancourt Wayne Butler 
Denis Morin Argyle Eastwood Russ MeIntyre 
Leo Gauvreau Pauline Rilley Dean Telfer 


The original location was in the Community Hall on First 
Avenue (1960-1962), then to 2 Caruso Street (1962-1963) and 
at 2 Edward Street from 1963 to 1972. In 1972, the Credit 
Union members became the owners of their own building 
at 32 Second Avenue, its present location. To encompass 
a larger membership and take in a Garson branch, the name 
was changed to Nickel Centre Credit Union Limited in 1974. 

‘The Credit Union operated with part-time treasurer- 
managers until 1972. Some of these were Tom Hoare, 
George Everitt, Guido Chezzi and Gerald Geoffrey. The first 
full ime manager was Bill Rossetto (1972-1974), then Alan 
Lanctot (1974-1975). Mrs. Ethel Grimard became manager 
in 1975 and remains in that position today. 

‘Those charter members and all those others who gave so 
freely of their time and effort can be proud of their Credit 
Union which has grown each year and whose assets are now 
in excess of $8 million. The ever increasing membership of 
just under 5,000 continues to share in the rewards of being 
a member owner. 








2 








Coniston Hydro Electric System 
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‘Ronald Duncan Coniston Hydro Commissioner 1986 to 1983. Seated Ronald Duncan as secretary of District #9. O.M.E.A. in 1968 with 





Electricity arrived in the Coniston area circa 1911-1912 
supplied to the Mond Nickel Company by the old McVittie 
Chain on the Wahnapitae River, which was later absorbed 
by the Ontario Hydro system. The town, which was at this 
time mainly a company town, was undet construction and 
lighting was provided only to Supervision and certain public 
buildings. Other homes did not get their lighting until the 
late twenties and a Committee of Council of the old Neelon 
& Garson United Townships formed what was called the 
Coniston Electric Light System. When the Town of Coniston 
was incorporated in 1934, this system continued under the 
aegis of the International Nickel Company until 195$, when 
he Council at that time, under Mayor W. Kilimnik, decided 
to form a hydro commission dealing directly with Ontario 
Hydro. 

‘Accordingly, an election was held and in 1956 a three- 
man Commission consisting of W. Muraska, R. Duncan and 
ex-officio member W. Kilimnik took office. The new 
Commission was faced with an obsolete system, a new 
substation, and a debt of some $65,000. The debt was 
amortized over a 20-year period, during which a stable and 
cheaper rate system was introduced and the system 
refurbished and increased till it became necessary to'replace 
the three overloaded transformers (1500 KW/23,000 V 
capacity) with three new 3000 KW/23/44 KV capacity trans 
formers. During this time and indeed at the present time, 
this small utility has remained completely viable with a rate 
structure as low as, if not lower than, the majority of utilities 
in Ontario. 

Although the hydro utility was run by the Commission, 
its headquarters and office services were leased from the 
municipality. From 1956 to the end of 1972, those services 
were administered from a location in Coniston. On January 
28 





‘the executive left to right ¥. Chapman (North Bay), R. McKay (Thessalon), Ed Denomme (Kapuskasing), Re 
‘Russ Eadie (Sault Ste. Marie), Bert Kyder (Cochrane), Bruce MePhail (Capreol), Ted Dash (Sudbury), 


‘Marleau (Sturgeon Falls), 





1, 1973, when Regional Government was implemented, 
Coniston became part of the Town of Nickel Centre, and 
hhydro's administrative service was provided out of the 
‘municipal offices in Garson, 

On July 1, 1982, those services were officially moved back 
to Coniston, and with this ended the purchase of service 
from the municipality. A hydro office now exists in Coniston 
serviced by a full-time employee. 

The following Coniston Hydro Commission members are 
acknowledged for their service since 1956: 


Ronald Duncan. 1956-82 incl 
William Muraska ....1956 Maurice Beauchemin 
Allan Hugli 1957 1960-62 inc. 
Walter Kilimnik. , 1956-57 Michael Solski. 1963-82 incl. 
Robert Murihead .... 1958 Garrett Lacey. .1979-82 incl 
Joseph Bloemmen 1959-80 Edward Trail 1982 
William Evershed Prosper Olivier, Secretary 
1958-59 incl, Treasurer. .. 1956-82 incl. 


Joseph Bloemmen Hydro Commissioner 1959 0 1980. Leftto right: 
Eva, Nora, Patricia, Joseph Bloemmen, 
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Eglise Notre Dame de la Merci 


Our Churches 


Mrs. Tana When, Mrs 
nis Curlook, Sonia Bows, 


k, Mr. Megda Nahornick, Mrs. Mary Cobra, Mr. 
n els, Mrs, Sophie Wersiuk Dan Welhon, Mr 
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St. Michaël Ukrainian Church — 1938. 





Our Lady of Mercy Church 


“Father Guillaume Lebel 
‘Jesuit Missionary 


Father Guillaume Lebel, S.J., who had charge of the mis- 
sions east and west of Sudbury was the first and only mis 
sionary in Coniston. In those early days, the Catholics of 
the new settlement were obliged to walk four miles through 
the bush to Wahnapitae, where every Sunday Father Lebel 
celebrated Mass in a small chapel. This continued until May 
1913, when the Mond Nickel Company, having completed 
construction, was moving its employees from Victoria Mines 
to Coniston. From that date until July 1914, Mass was said 
in the old Separate School 


In September 1913, His Excellency Bishop D.J. Scollard 
made Coniston a parish and named it Our Lady of Mercy 

Father P.M. Roussel was appointed as the first pastor. The 
church site was selected by both pastor and parishioners on 
the east boundary of Mr. Joseph Boudreau’ farm. The sec- 
tion of the farm had been purchased by Mr. Wilfred Aubry 
of North Bay. When the Mond Nickel Company decided 
to move to Coniston, Mr. Aubry donated the church site. 


During the winter of 1913-14, the stone required to build 
the basement for the proposed church was brought from 
Old Coniston. The contract to haul this stone was given to 
Mr. Mederic Laprairie. In the spring of 1914, the construc 
tion of the basement was given by contract to Mr. J 

Lapensee of Verner. In July, the new place of warship was 
‘opened to the congregation. Mass has been said here ever 











Rev. P.M. Roussel Rev AT. MeMillan 
1913-1916 1918 


It was a very modest church. The walls were covered with 
building paper and chairs were used for pews. This crypt 
was officially opened and blessed by His Excellency D. 

Scollard, on his first pastoral visit to Coniston, on August 
2, 1914, On the occasion of the blessing of the church, forty. 

five children received confirmation. On the afternoon of the 
same day the new Garson Church, named St. John the 
Evangelist, was officially opened and blessed. On that day 
nineteen children received confirmation. 

In April 1916, Father O. Dufresne replaced Father Roussel 
as pastor. From April 1918 to November 1918, Father A.J. 
McMillan served Coniston, 

In November 1918, Father J.H. Coallier was named 
pastor and stayed here for twelve years, Under his leader- 
ship the first rectory was built. In 1926, an addition to the 
church basement was built. 

In July 1930, Father JH. Bruneau was named pastor and 
stayed in Coniston until his death, December 24, 1957. In 
1954, Bishop R.H. Dignan established an English Parish 
under the name of St. Paul the Apostle, and named Father 
RLF. Venti as the first pastor. In 1957, Father O. Campeau 
came to Coniston as pastor of Our Lady of Mercy. Under 
his leadership, the new church was built in 1960. In July 
1968, he was replaced by Father A. Dagenais. In August 
1970, Father J.G, Savignac came to Coniston as pastor. In 
June 1976, Father D. Savignac was named pastor. In 1980, 
à new rectory was built 





First Communion at Our Lady of 
Mercy Church 1914, Among the few 
‘hat are recognized are: Front row left 
to right: adore Pilon. Second row 
Standing left to right: Myrtle 
Comerford is eleventh and Louis 
Durette fftenth. Third row left to 
right: Harley Comerford fourth and 
‘Adolphe (Mille) Oliver eighth. Back 
‘row left 10 righ: Father P.M. Roussel, 
next is Cecile (MeKay) Corrigan and 
‘Leontine Seneca. 





Eglise Notre Dame de la Merci 


Rev. O. Dufresne 
1916-1918 


Le Révérend Guillaume Lebel, S.J. qui était le respon- 
sable des missions des régions est et ouest de Sudbury, fut 
le premier et le dernier missionnaire de Coniston. Durant 
les premières années, les catholiques devaient braver quatre 
milles de forêt afin d'assister à la célébration eucharistique 
du Père Lebel dans une petite chapelle. Ceci jusqu'en mi 
1913, lorsque la Mond Nickel Company ayant terminé sa 
construction, decida d'établir ses employés provenant de 
Victoria Mines à Coniston, De 1913 jusqu'en juillet 1914, 
on dit la messe à la vieille école séparée. 

En septembre 1913, son excellence l’évêque D.J. Scollard 
donna le statut de paroisse à cette jeune congrégation et elle 
prit Ie nom de Notre Dame de la Merci. Le, Réverend P.M. 
Roussel fut nommé le premier curé. L'emplacement fut 
choisi par le curé ainsi que les paroissiens à la limite est de 
Ia ferme de M. Joseph Boudreau. Ce terrain avait été acheté 
par un M. Wilfred Aubrey de North Bay. Lorsque la Mond 
Nickel Company s'établit à Coniston, ila offert gracieuse- 
ment ce terrain pour qu'on puise construire la nouvelle 
église. 

Les pierres pour le soubassement de l'église proposée ont 
te transportées du Old Coniston. Ce contrat fut donné 
durant l'hiver de 1913-14 à un M. Médérique Laprairie. Au 
printemps de 1914, la construction du soubassement débuta 
avec l'acceptation d'un contract de la part d’un M.J. 
Lapensée de Verner. En juillet, la congrégation put jouir 
d'un nouveau lieu de célébration eucharistique. Cette 
célébration se fait encore de nos jours dans ce même local. 

L'église était sans prétentions. Les murs étaient de papier 
de construction et aulieu de bancs, on avait des chaises 
régulières. Cette crypte recevait la bénédication d'ouverture 








Rev, J.G. Savignac 


Our Lady of Mercy Church 
and residence in the 1920s. 


Mgr. J.H. Coallier 
1918-1930 





Rev, LH. Bruneau 
1930-1957 


de son excellence D.J. Scollard lors de sa première visite 
pastorale à Coniston le 2 aout 1914. A l'occasion de la 
bénédiction officielle de l'église, quarante cing enfants 
regurent le sacrement de Confirmation. Durant l'après - midi 
de ce mémorable jour la nouvelle église de Garson, St. John 
the Evangelist, reçut la bénédiction d'ouverture. A cette oc- 
casion dix-neuf enfants reçurent le sacrement de 
Confirmation. 

En avril 1916, Révérend O. Dufresne venait remplacer le 
Père Roussel comme curé paroissial, Le Père A.J. McMillan 
vint désservir la région de Coniston d'avril 1918 à novem- 
bre 1918. 

En novembre 1918, le Révérend J-H. Coallier fut nommé 
curé et y oeuvra pendant douze années. Sous sa direction 
le premiere presbytiére fut construit. En 1926, un rajout au 
soubassement de l’église fut entrepris. 

En juillet 1930, Révérend J.H. Bruneau fut nommé curé, 
et demeura à Coniston jusqu'à sa mort le 24 décembre 1957. 

En 1954, l'évêque R.H. Dignan fonda une paroisse 
anglophone sous le nom de St. Paul the Apostle et le 
Révérend R.F. Venti en fut le premiere cure. 

En 1957, Révérend ©. Compeau venait prendre la tutelle 
de la paroisse Notre Dame de la Merci. Sous sa direction 
Ja nouvelle église fut construite en 1960. En juillet 1968, il 
fut remplacé par le Révérend A. Dagenais qui passa sa tutelle 
en aoët 1970 au Révérend J.G. Savignac. Depuis juin 1976 
nous jouissons de la présence de notre curé le Révérend D. 
Savignac. C'est en 1980 qu'un nouveau presbytère fut con- 
struit grâce aux paroissiens et de leur carnaval renommé de 
Chimo. 











Eglise Notre Dame de la Merci 


Notre Dame de la Merci, Comite des 
Hotesses, 1958. Assist degauche à droit. 
Mme Lèo Gauthier, Mme Herbert Labelle, 
Mme Ferdinand Lalonde, Mme George 
Barbe, M. l'abbé Ovila Campeau, Mme 
‘Albert Sabourin, Mme Emile Barbe. Debout. 
de gauche - a droit. Mme Jean-Marie Bidal, 
Mme Nelson Cholut, Mme Aime Gosselin, 
Mme Armand Jean, Mme Albert Legault, 
Mme Medéric Tessier, Mme Alexandre 
Bujold, Mme Aldége Blake, Mme Dephis 
Gauvreau, Mme Irenée Bidal, Mme Gabriel 
Leblanc 



















Altar boys at Our Lady of Mercy, 1952. 
Front row left to right: Ronald Chabot, 
Girard Bedard, Paul Larocque, Aurele 
Lemieux, Bret Toniolo, George Blake, Bill 
Poirier. ‘Behind Ronald Chabot: Homer 
Bedard. Second row left to right: Nello 
Modesto, Geno Gobbo, Norman Barazzuol, 
Bob Foresel,?, Felix Benoit, Third left 10 
right: Stan Soroko, Adjutor Belanger (with 
candie), Andrew Gobbo (with candle). Rear 
Left to right: Francis Forestell, Earl 
Halverson, Jim Toohey, Jim Forestll (with 
cross), Leo Oliver, Graham Chabot, Matte 
Radey, Dan McKerrol, Alex MeKerral 


St. Paul The Apostle Catholic Church 





For many years, the Catholics of Coniston had their 
spiritual needs met by the parish church, “Our Lady of 
Mercy”. Then in January of 1954, Most Reverend R-H. 
Dignan, Bishop of the Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie, estab- 
lished another Catholic parish under the patronage of St 
Paul the Apostle, whose feast follows on January 25th. 

Reverend R.F. Venti, who had been assisting Father 
Bruneau in Our Lady of Mercy Parish, was appointed pastor 
of the new parish. St. Paul the Apostle Parish was estab- 
lished by Bishop Dignan to serve the needs of the English 
‘and Italian speaking people of Coniston, Wahnapitae to the 
East, and the Levesque subdivision to the West of Coniston, 
‘At the time of founding, the new parish encompassed 165 
families soon to grow to more than 300. 

In his letter establishing the new parish, Bishop Dignan 
stressed the importance of proceeding immediately with the 
‘onstruction of the church and that the necessary money 
would be available from the Diocese in the form of a loan. 

Father Venti and the parishioners met in the Club Alleg 
Agreement was reached as to the type of building that would 
serve the needs of the parish, It was further agreed that in 
‘order to reduce the amount of money to be borrowed, and 
10 unite the parish in a common effort, the men of the parish 
would volunteer services during the construction period. 

Drawings for the proposed building were completed by 
Vito Totino. These provided for a building that would seat 
350 in the nave, a choir gallery above the main vestibule; 
sanctuary area; parish office, and living quarters for the 
parish priest. In the basement, provisions for a parish hall 
complete with stage area, kitchen, washrooms and furnace 
room were made. 

Construction materials for the new building would be 
poured reinforced concrete foundations, exterior brick, and 
interior walls of cinder block. Support of the structure would 
be laminated wood beams and the interior ceiling finished 
in fir decking, 











Rosario Francisco Venti whose famous words were 
“"Usciamo! Lets go!” 





The drawings were accepted by the parish building com- 
mittee and the contract awarded to Cecchetto and Sons of 
Sudbury. This firm was to supply one foreman and four 
carpenters with the parish providing all necessary labour 
during the off-shift hours, evenings and week-ends. 

The church was to be located on land leased from the 
International Nickel Company at an annual cost of one 
dollar, This land was situated on the south side of Cedar 
Street at Edward Avenue. 

‘Sod was broken in May, 1954. It was reported that the 
shovel which was used to break the sod was no sooner set 
aside than Father Venti donned overalls, pushed his 
wheelbarrow onto the site and shouted: “Usciamo! Let’s 
æol” With this ery the site became a hive of activity. 

‘The parishioners gladly volunteered as much time as, 
possible. Tradesmen in masonry, plumbing, electrical and 
painting were all from the parish. Names such as Tony 
Zanutto, Willard Conlon, Sylvio Floreani, Joseph Battistuzzi 
and John Soroko are well remembered. 

The wood laminated beams, once in place, required 
special attention in their staining from a high scaffolding. 
To solve the problem, Art Gobbo, Vic Baldisera and Ugo 
Comacchio were called in to do the job. 

In the month of December in the year 1954, construction 
of St. Paul the Apostle Church was completed. With 
furnishings, the total cost of the building was $93,000. Over 
the next six years, this debt would be wiped out entirely 
through the efforts of the ladies of the parish. They spon- 
sored raffles, suppers, teas, and socials, and each event 
helped reduce the debt, but more than that helped to bring 
the budding parish together. 

Bishop Dignan dedicated the church on December 22, 
1954, The ceremonies of dedication were enhanced by both 
an adult and a children’s choir. The adult choir was formed 
and directed by Dan Totino, with Eleanor Baldisera at 
the organ; and the children’s choir was formed and directed 





St. Paul The Apostle. 











y Miss Veronica Drohan, English vice-principal of Our 
Lady of Mercy School, 

‘The daughter of Keith and Katherine Boyd (nce Me- 
Kerral), Sandra, was the first child to be baptized in the 
parish 

A council of the Catholic Women’s League was in 
istence at “Our Lady of Mercy Church”. Once St. Paul’s 
was opened, the charter was transferred to this parish, with 
Mrs. À. McKerral as president. 

Under the leadership of Maurice Beauchemin, the men 
Of the parish formed the Holy Name Society. 

In 1958, Bishop Alexander Carter set the wheels: in 
motion for a Diocesan Combined Funds Campaign to be 
known as the “Wells Campaign.” Even though at the time 
the parish of St. Paul’s was still in debt because of the con- 
struction, they pledged $130,000 to the campaign. Under 
the direction of people like Gerald Geoffrey, Willard Con- 
ton, Tom Hoare, Giovanni Visentin, John Soroko, Dan. L. 
Forestell, Walter Kilimnik, the parishioners met their com 
mitment of $93,000, but, by August of 1960, there re- 
‘mained $30,000 on the “Wells Campaign.”” 

All this activity indicated growth within the parish com- 
‘munity. The amount one is willing to expend is always in 
direct proportion to his faith, hope, love and expectations 
of a parish church. When a priest comes into a parish as 
‘pastor, these elements are present. He and his people draw, 
develop, and make them grow. Father Venti did this for the 
parishioners of St. Paul's in Coniston, 

His leadership in Coniston came to an end in September 
of 1960 when he was appointed pastor of St. Anthony's 
Church in Sudbury. Reverend Frank Borsa, pastor of St. 
Anthony's, was appointed the parish priest of St. Pauls, 

During Father Borsa’s ministry, the growth of the parish 
continued both spiritually and in numbers. 

On June 2, 1962, the son of Edward and Cecile Orendorff, 
Donaid, was ordained to the priesthood by Bishop Carter. 
Father Don returned to his home parish on Sunday, June 
3, to celebrate Mass. Following this celebration, the C.W.L. 
hosted a reception in the parish hall 

The high school youth of the parish, formed in September 
of 1962, their own youth organization called the Catholic 
Youth Organization under the presidency of Larry Fera and 
adult supervisor Reg MacNeil. Reg stayed with the C.Y.O. 
until June of 1979. 








1962-1963 Executive Catholic Women’s League. Seated left to right 

Theresa Battstuzzi, Rev. Frank Borsa, Margaret Foresell. 
‘Standing left to right: Stella Rivard, Jean Visentin, Ida Brignolio, 
Aileen Olivier, Emelia Venturi, Rena Martinelo. 
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June 21, 1952, Statue of the Pilgrim Virgin of Fatima carried by 
left to right: Nanni Limarell, Martin Girolametto, Atlio Floreani. 








‘A year later, June 1, 1963, the parish was honoured once 
again through the ordination to the priesthood of another 
son, David Cresswell, son of John and Cornelia. He likewise 
returned to his home parish to celebrate Mass for his famil 
and parishioners. Following this Mass, there was 
tion in the parish hall hosted again by the C.W.L 

During 1963, Father Borsa began to build a new rectory. 
This was to provide not only living quarters for the pastor 
but also parish offices, meeting rooms and enlarged sacristy 
and meeting area. The addition of the rectory meant that 
the santuary area in the church could be renovated and 
brought into line with the initial recommendations of the 
Second Vatican Council 

‘The son of Sutherland and Helen Macdonald, Sutherland, 
was ordained to the priesthood for the service of the Con” 
gresation of Resurrection, a teaching community of priests, 
‘Once again the parish shared in the joy and happiness of 
one of its children, 

After fourteen years of ministry at St. Paul's, Father 
Borsa retired from active parish ministry due to ill health 
He was succeeded by Father Angelo Caruso on January 15, 
1974. 

At a farewell banquet held in the Club Allegri, the 
parishioners said ‘thank you” to this fine priest. Many bou- 
quets were offered as well as gifts... all tokens of apprecia- 
tion for his dedication and service to the parishioners of St. 
Paul’s and the community of Coniston. 

During the first months of his ministry, Father Caruso 
fulfilled many of the plans of Fathers Borsa and Venti. In 
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September 1974, he called the parish together in general ses- 
sions intending to make some renovations which the 
parishioners knew were necessary. 

An architect, Klaus Duda, was hired to draw preliminary 
plans to make the parish hail into a “people's place”, and 
new entrances into the church proper and into the hall. The 
renovations were to include not only repainting the church, 
but also carpeting the nave and sanctuary 

‘The predominant feature of the sanctuary was 10 be a 
lifesized wood carving in three dimensional relief of the 
Resurection. This would hang on the rear wall of the sanc 
tuary behind the main altar 

In the parish hall, the floor was to be rectiled with games 
inlaid, the ceilings replaced with proper lighting, the walls 
decorated in Old English Tudor design, the stage area 
removed and turned in to a multi-purpose room, and the 
Kitchen renovated and re-stocked, 

‘The parishioners agreed to these renovations and were to 
see them completed in March of 1975 

In 1979, a new church organ was purchased in memory 
of the deceased members of the parish. It was played for 
the first time at Christmas Midnight Mass of that year, and 
has been enhancing the Liturgy ever since. 

Father Caruso brought 10 St. Paul’s a different dimen- 
sion of service: he created a sense of belonging in the 
parishioners, not only to the parish but also to the com- 














Rev. Angelo Caruso, 
Salvatore and 
Rosa Sotile 





Father J Kapten, fp 
St Pauls Church. EE 


Coniston native celebrates his frst mass 
in his home town after ordination, June 
2 1963. Left 10 right: Rev. Rosario 
Francisco Venti, Rev. Frank Borsa, Re. 
David Cresswell celebrant. 


munity of Coniston. He instilled time and time again that 
“we are our brother’s keeper.”” 

‘The youth of the parish had a special tie to Father Caruso. 
He took pride in the young men who served Mass. He 
demanded reverence and a sense of the holy of himself in 
the Liturgy, and expected others to manifest the same 
attitude, 

The C.W.L. developed a deeper sense of purpose in the 
parish, and the community at large, under the spiritual 
direction of Father Caruso. They provided much social 
welfare assistance 10 people in Coniston, were support- 
tive of families in moments of bereavement, and participated 
with the ladies of other churches in many community related 
activities. 

Then in August 1981, Father Caruso announced he was 
being transferred from St. Paul's in Coniston to St 
Alexander's in Azilda. 

‘On August 26, at the 11 o'clock Mass, the parishioners 
gathered around the altar with their pastor, Father Caruso. 
‘They thanked God and him for his priestly care and love 
for them. 

Father John Kaptein replaced Father Caruso as parish 
priest on September 1, 1981. He too brings to the parish 
his personality, as did his predecessors. Each leaves his mark 
on the community, as they are marked by the community, 
Coniston, and St, Paul the Apostle Church. 














All Saints Anglican Church 


a ee eee 
Elizabeth and Myrile Colquhoun in front of All Saints Church 
circa 1915. 


Ail Saints Anglican Church began in Victoria Mine, in 
1900 A.D. The services were conducted, at first, by Lay 
Readers, men of the congregation, notably Mr. Fred 
Colloton. The services were held in the schoolhouse at both 
the mine and the smelter. The Church was built and 
dedicated by Bishop George Thomeloe on December 6, 
1908, 

Up to this time, the parish was under the pastoral care 
of the Reverend Edward Lawlor, who was stationed at 
Warren. It came under the supervision of the Reverend J.N. 
Mumford, who was the Rector of Copper Cliff, in 1908. 
I was served by young men preparing for the ministry and 
who were called catechists. The following served between 
1908 and 1913, Mr. N. Bruce, Mr. S, Yeomans, Mr, H.G. 
Watts, and Mr. J. Elliott Graham, The Vestry Board of 1908 
lists the names of Fred Colloton, Wilfrid J. Bates, William 
Brentnall, E.H. Bates, J. Stacey, G. Courtney, Samuel Kidd, 
Henry K. Law. Other families soon to arrive were those of 
James Cresswell, J.H. Spencer, Frank Simms. 

Many men came to Victoria Mine from England, or other 
parts of Canada and, when they got settled in a job and a 
house, they sent for their fiancees or wives and families. 

Most of the people had moved to Coniston by 1913. 
Coniston was already in operation by then, and church 
services were being held by Mr. J. Vokey, a catechist, in 
Mr. Pelletier’s Hall. The services soon moved to the Public 
School. Then in March 1915, a Committee consisting of the 
Reverend Fred Colloton, Messrs. J. Stacey, J. Scott, F. 
Toynes, P. Johnston, J.H. Spencer, J. McMullen, S. Kidd, 
J. Waas, Mesdames F. Simms,’ Griggs, Spencer and 
Johnston decided to bring down the church building from 
Victoria Mine to Coniston. The work was done by G.T. 
Moore of North Bay and was erected and ready for use on 
First Avenue by mid-June 1915 

‘The first services were held by Reverend Fred Colloton, 
who had recently been ordained priest by Archbishop 
‘Thorneloe, the Bishop of Algoma. He was the same Fred 
Colloton who was Secretary to the Mine Manager at Victoria 
Mine, and who had since studied for the priesthood. 

The following clergy served between 1915 and 1922: 
Fathers Montizambert, Algernon Cooper, who became the 
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Reverend F. W. Colloton, 1918. 








Rector of Copper Cliff, W.H. Trickett, a chess expert who 
went north to the Arctic, G.L. Kimber, founder of the Boy 
Scouts in Coniston, and Catechists J.B. Caulfield and F. 
Jewel, who got the house built for a “Church Cottage" but 
became the Rectory. In 1923, Canon and Mrs. Simpson 
began a long ministry in Coniston and left a very deep mark 
on the church and people. They lived in the new rectory and 
this made Coniston the base for a wider mission. The Canon 
served points on the C.P.R. as far as Biscotasing, as well 
as centres from Garson to Monetville. 

“The big event in the 1920's was the Annual Church Picnic, 
‘The parishioners went by train from Coniston to Mr. 
Levesque’s farm on Lake Ramsey, not far from where 
‘Moonlight Beach is now. Races, games, treats and general 
picnicking were the great attractions. The Committee in 
charge of the transportation and program in 1930 were 
Messrs. A. Nesbitt, C. Leonard, W. Patterson, J. Stacey 
Sr., J. Stacey Jr., Joe Bloemmen Sr., J. Bloemmen Jr. A 
Rutherford, W. Evershed, T. Simms, B. Spencer, W. Kent, 
A. Duberry, P. Johnston, Mesdames Stacey, Bray, Cresswell 
and Spencer 

The Depression exacted a severe toll on All Saints, but 
thanks to the Women’s Auxiliary it kept going. The W.A. 
began in 1919, the first President being Mrs. Sarah Simms 
The ladies worked for the various Diocesan projects, and 








Anglican women, front row lef to righ; Florence Everitt, Margaret 
‘Moyer. Second row; Annie Spencer, Elizabeth Stacey, Annie Laurie 
Deeks. Third row; Alice Bloemmen, Sarah Shreeve, Margaret 
(Clarke, Ada Johnson. Fourth row; Mille Crawford, Janet Angove. 


Reverend and Mrs. Kimber (1920). Reverend À 
they also encouraged young people's activities such as 
dancing and the Girls’ Auxiliary. At one time there were 
thirty-five girls in the G.A. In addition to their regular 
‘meetings, they put on plays and had candy sales. The 
Depression did not prevent them from making, and 
donating, clothes and gifts for the Shingwauk School at 
Sault Ste. Marie. Among the members were the Decks girls, 
Eileen, Margaret and Doris, Kay Carriere, Margaret 
Armstrong and May Cresswell 

The W.A. was served well by their first executive of Sarah 
‘Simms and Elizabeth Stacey, with Mrs. Spencer and Mrs. 
Kent as Treasurer and Secretary respectively. The minutes 
of a meeting in 1922 also ist the following as being present: 
Mesdames Deeks, Cresswell, Nesbitt, Bloemmen, Chiswell, 
Johnston, Haggis, J. Claridge Sr, J. Clatidge Jr. 


Armstrong, McMullen, Jackson, E. Harman, F. Harman, 
Kimber, Bray, Sand. 

Many other ladies gave distinguished service to the church 
through the W.A. Some of those who came later, and still 
serve the W.A., are Elsie Pigott, Margaret Clarke, Florence 


Everitt, Marion Vellow, Hazel Ferguson, Kay Julian. We 
could fill the page with names, but others are listed in the 
All Saints History 

World War II saw many of the young men join up. All 
Saints was represented in all of the services. Twenty names 
‘appear on All Saints Honour Roll. Unfortunately, Charles 
Clarke of the R.C.A.F., a bomber pilot, was killed in action 
January 1945. Two returned with war brides. David 
‘Cresswell and Grace Watts of London were married, also 
Maurice Cataford and Joyce Wright of Chem. Fred Hood 
returned to London to marry Eva Clarke. 

‘The Reverend Leslie Howell served in the chaplainey 
service, and his place in Coniston was taken by the Reverend 
A.J. Bull 

‘The post-war years saw first the Reverend Carding and 
then the Reverend A.L. Chabot. One Sunday morning while 
preaching about the house built on a rock, he read that the 
“wind blew and the house shook” and All Saints did exactly 
that, for a storm was in progress. This settled what many 


Rt. Rev. Frank Nock, Bishop of Algoma and Reverend Robert 
Lumiey. 


Carding (1923) Reverend À. Chabot (1948) 
were already talking about, namely the building of a new 
church, for the old one from Victoria Mine was just about 
beat. 

‘A meeting in 1951 passed the motion of Jack Stacey and 
George Evershed to build a new church and everyone at the 
meeting backed their vote with a $100 donation. 

Jack Stacey and Leslie Cresswell became the regular pay 
day visitors for the next four years to collect enough money 
10 begin the building. The Reverend Leslie Peterson came 
in 1954, and he joined the men of the parish in building and 
finishing the new All Saints. Except for foreman carpenter 
Mr. Korpi, all the rest of the work was done by men of the 
parish. Amongst those seen at the site were Jack Stacey, 
Leslie Cresswell, Jim Metcalf, Argyll Eastwood, Bill Easton, 
Rob Hood, George Evershed, John Everitt, Ernie Everitt, 
Donald Windorf, George Schmidt, as listed in All Saints 
History. Fred Cresswell and Jack Angove did the electrical 
work. A professionally directed financial campaign helped 
to pay the balance and reoriented people to a system of 
ongoing giving. 

‘All Saints has been fortunate in their officers. Among the 
Treasurers was Aubrey Chiswell when the parish began. 
Oliver Williams saw the church through hard times in the 
Depression, and he was followed by Charles Clarke and 
Walter Haddon and lately Grace Cresswell and Watson 
Thompson have handled the accounts with confidence. The 
present organist is Ann Hann who took over from Queenie 
Hood and May Cresswell. The first organist was Mabel 
Spencer, who died while still a teenager. Then Ralph 
Chiswel played, followed by Canon’s Curates, Alice Stacey 
Easton and Mary Bloemmen. 

‘The parish continued in a varied program and life when 
the Reverend C.J. Passey came in 1959. He was a distin- 
guished Greek scholar. The Reverend Lorne Sutherland 
followed in 1965 making a contribution to the music scene 
in Sudbury. The Reverend Leslie Lett came from the West 
Indies in 1971 and combined his studies at Laurentian 
University with his work in Coniston. 

In 1973, Archbishop Wright combined Coniston with 
Minnow Lake and Lockerby. This placed a greater challenge 
on the lay people of Coniston. The Reverend Robert 
Lumley and his wife Margaret, who was from the Lye family 
‘of Garson, came in 1973, and are still here in 1982 but, more 
importantly, so is All Saints with an encouraging number 
of young people coming along. 

In this year of the Coniston History 1982, the Church 
Wardens are Mr. Jack Stacey, Mr. Ted Nicholson, Secretary 
Helen Thompson, Treasurer Watson Thompson. Envelopes 
— Leslie Cresswell, Glebe Warden — Etta Cresswell. W.A. 
President Diana Leclair from Coniston, and Margaret 
Carson from Wahnapitae. Youth — Gertie Riles. Organist 
— Ann Hann, TV. — Desi Julian, Jean Steves, Marion 
Yellow. 
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St. Andrew’s United Church 


The history of St. Andrew's Church has a particularly 
“Old Testament” flavour. The children of Israel were able 
to pick up their homes and move to a new situation, taking 
the temple of Jehovah with them. So, also, the Victoria Mine 
people left their old habitation and, taking their hous 
moved to Coniston. They also took with them the temple 
of the Lord. 

The history of the church in Coniston then, quite rightly, 
goes back to the old days in Victoria Mine. The church had 
followed the beginnings of industry in Victoria Mine. The 
Mond Nickel Company had begun activites in that place, 
and from about 1900, Presbyterian services had been held 
in whatever places were available — the boarding house, 
home or store. 











St. Andrew's United Church 


‘On May 1, 1907, there was a congregational meeting at 
Victoria Mine to consider the advisability of building a 
church. It was “moved by H. Pelletier, seconded by O. Hall, 
that a Presbyterian church be built at a cost of about $1,200, 
if ways and means can be provided." Apparently no further 
attention was paid to the proviso at the end of that motion, 
for those pioneers proceeded to find ways and means, and 
the church was completed by the fall. Mr. McRae was the 
chairman of the building committee and Messrs. H. 
Pelletier, Henry Nagel and C. Agnew served with him. The 
‘congregation furnished the building materials and Mr. Lang 
secured the tender for building the church for 5400. 

From the time of the building of the church there was a 
steady progress. Trustees and managers were appointed; a 
‘church roll was constituted and the Presbyterian Church was 
well on the way. A motion of the board of managers at the 
end of 1907, expressing thanks to the Ladies’ Aid for their 
help with the building project, suggests that the ladies were 
as active in church work then as they are now. 

‘The achievements of the Victoria Mine congregation can 
scarcely be over-estimated. From May 1, 1907, when the 
church was planned, to January 9, 1911, a matter of about 
three and a half years, a church was Built, electric lights 
installed, and a manse constructed. At the end of the period, 
the mortgages were burned. Truly, many a large and wealthy 
congregation might envy such a record. 
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In 1914, the church was moved to Coniston, where it now 
stands on First Avenue. Except for the addition of a conerete 
‘basement and a few minor improvements, such as new 
lighting and a new roof, itis the same church the Victoria 
Mine people knew and loved in the old days. 

In 1925 in Canada, the Congregational, Methodist and 
Presbyterian (not all of them) churches got together and 
formed the United Church of Canada. Thus the Presbyterian 
Church in Coniston, through choice, became the St 
Andrew's United Church 

From the time it was located in Coniston, the church has 
ministered to a wide area, joining with Garson and 
Falconbridge in the late twenties, to form a pastoral charge. 
In the intervening years it has allied itself at different times 
with the United Churches in the Minnow Lake and New 
Sudbury areas. Presently, it is part of a charge formed by 
Minnow Lake, Garson, Falconbridge and Coniston. It has 
also looked after the spiritual interests of adherents in the 
Wahnapitae-Markstay areas, 

‘Those who started the Church in Victoria Mine remained 
loyal to it in Coniston and, in turn, their places were taken 
by a new generation. 

It would be nice 10 name then, but undoubtedly some 
would be left out due to a lapse of memory. Suffice it to 
say that those who served did so without thought of reward 
or remembrance. 








Norquay, Mrs. Mabel Jeffrey, Mrs. Bart Gordon, Florence Stoker, 
Jennie Chisholm. 


‘The Church had the usual activites such as The Ladies’ 
‘Aid and Women's Missionary Society (now the United 
Church Women), Young People’s Society, Canadian Girls 
in Training and Tunis groups. Every year there was a church 
picnic at Ramsey Lake going through the old Levesque farm 
on Bancroft Drive, where there is now a subdivision, With 
so many people owning their own cottages, and the great 
improvement in transportation, the picnics lost their appeal 

One who came from a pioneer family in Coniston, and 
who grew up in the Church, James Norquay, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. James Norquay, became a United Church 
‘Minister. He died suddenly in 1980 after serving as a minister 
for several years in Toronto. 






St. Andre's United Church Womens Auxliry 1960. Left to right: Dorothy Walker, Gertrude McLaughlin, Gertrude Adams (Secretary), 
‘Annie Walker (Treasurer), Jennie Chisholm, Margaret Johnson, Betty Charlesly, Evelyn Gordon, Nell Haddon, Hazel Dow, Pauline 


Goodspeed, Florence Stoker, Ruby Muirhead (President 


Two young men of the Church who had joined the Armed 
Forces in World War II were killed in action with the RCAF. 
They were Alex Stalker and Charlie Weatherby 

‘The Church has had its times of financial distress, 
depending upon the economy, but has always weathered the 
storm. 

“The ministers who served the congregation (some for short 
periods only) are as follows. 


Rev. J.A. Felstead Rev. Wm. Kitto 
Rev. White Rev. R Craig 

Rev. J. New Rev. J. Young 

Rev. Adsette Rev. J. Lake 

Rev. Edwards Rev. R. Chapple 

Rev. D. Munro Mr. J. Cargo (Layman) 
Rev. ALY. Bertram Rev. W.R. Fritz 

Rev. Kaine Mr. L. Secpaul (Layman) 
Rev. McLeod. Rev. J. Perry 

Rev. A.P. Addison Rev. O. Patterson 

Rev. G.O. Cox Rev. Dr. J.A. Filshie 





(Chaplain in World War II) Rev. N.C. Middaugh 


Rev. John D, New, United Church, 1922. 








Mab ATS Ai 
Bill Johnson, Mrs. Carrie Johnson and Reverend G.0. Cox 
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Reverand J. Alexander Fishie, and Wiliam Walker. 
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St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church 





St, Michaels Ukrainian Catholic Church. 


‘The Ukrainian community in Coniston dates back to the 
early 1900's. No permanent place of worship was estab- 
lished until 1928. The spiritual needs of the early pioneers 
were met by visiting clergymen and laymen who conducted 
services at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 

One of the first Ukrainian clergymen to come to Coniston 
was Reverend Wasyl Gegeyczuk, When a priest was 
unavailable, laymen such as Fred Wasylenki, Paul Kornaga 
and John Jaworski led the congregation in hymns and 
prayers at Our Lady of Mercy Church. Eastern Europeans 
from the Provinces of Galicia and Bucovina were in abun- 
dance in Coniston. The first group came before World War 
1, when the smelter was moved from Victoria Mines. The 
second group came in the early ’20"s and included a number 
of single women, who were immediately courted by the many 
eligible bachelors. The Roman Catholic Church was the 
scene of many marriages from this group. 

Although the Roman Catholic Parish provided a tem 
porary place for worship, cultural and social activities were 
non-existent. 

In the fall of 1925 a group of Ukrainians obtained a town 
permit to build the Prosvit Hall on Edward Street South, 
Included in that group were a number of families who con- 
sidered themselves Polish even though both groups came 
from the same towns and villages of Eastern Europe, and 
by the end of 1926 a hall was constructed. By 1928, the group 
had added a Ukrainian Chapel to the hall. Now the Ukrai 
nian members had a place of worship of their own and they 
called it St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

‘The arrangements for the use of the hall by the Polish 
group did not last long and they subsequently moved to the 
Roman Catholic Parish for their place of worship. 

‘The St. Michael’s group carried on for six years. Church 
affairs were directed by an executive and the Sudbury Ukrai- 
nian Parish provided a clergyman once a month to conduct. 
services. À number of male parishioners acted as cantors; 
one in particular was Fred Wasylenki, a local merchant. His 
son-in-law, Nick Wolohatuk, used to drive the priest from 
Sudbury to Coniston for services, for many years. 
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Presently, Paul Bchun, an accomplished vocalist, is the 
cantor at St. Michael's Church, 

During the Depression many parishioners lost their jobs, 
and support for the church suffered. In 1934, both the hall 
and chapel went up in flames. Differences between the op- 
posing factions of the hall administration were blamed. 
Rumours had it that it was done by an arsonist, but there 
was no proof. 

Even this tragedy did not stop the parishioners. For the 
next two years, two devoted people, Justine and John 
Bilowus, came to the rescue by turning their living room into 
a place of worship. 

A short time later, the Ukrainian Labour-Farmer 
Temple Hall on William Street was for sale and it was pur. 
chased by the church group for $750. A chapel was added 
to the building and it was used until 1951, when a new church 
was buil. 

After World War II, many more Ukrainians came to 
Canada. A good number settled in Coniston, thus in 
creasing St. Michael's congregation by 100%, and there was 
a demand for weekly services. In 1949, His Excellenc) 
Bishop I. Borecky concluded it was time for St. Michael's 
to embark on the building of a combined church and rec- 
tory, and to support a full time clergyman, 

Father Roman Bialecky was assigned this organizational 
task. Two families provided him with sleeping quarters and 
office space. During the next two years he raised funds and 
created an enthusiastic climate to launch his building pro- 
‘gram. Rooms at the homes of Mrs. Albina Mislinski and 
Mrs. Mary Kilimnik served as his rectory. With an army of 
volunteers under the direction of Joe Solski, a full-time 
‘carpenter and supervisor, the building forged ahead. In 1952 
the first mass was said with Biship Borecky blessing the new 
church. 








Dedication of St. Michaels Church 1952, Left to right: Rev. Roman 
Bialecky; His Excellency Isodore Borecky, Sonia Bilowus, Mis. 
sionary Sisters of Charity, Johnny Worobec, Johnny Geryk, Nick 
Geryk, Mrs. Justine Bilowus, John Bilowus Jr. 
















The church executive, with Joe Worobec as Chairman, 
undertook the frst stage of repaying the debt. Having built 
the church, Rev. Bialecky was transferred, in 1954, to another 
parish. He was replaced by Rev. J. Elayiw. With a new priest 
came a new committee of fund raisers, and the parish 
turned to the youth to take on this role. A young couple, 
‘Angela and Paul Behun, headed the group. The usual bingo, 
‘bazaars and popular Sunday picnics in the Behun back yard 
Kept the funds rolling in until the debt was paid. The garage 
id home of two young bachelors of that day, Steve and 
John Buchowski, served as a popular fund-raising spot for 
many years. Bill Petryna provided free electrical installa 
tion services during the construction stage. 

No sooner was the parish free of debt when Rev 
‘Theodore Pryjma was assigned to Coniston, Before long, 
a new building program was underway. The hall that 
housed the Chapel was sold to the Canadian Legion. The 
recently built church was raised to put in a basement hall 
and kitchen to serve the parish, Father Pryjma had many 
talents and skills, such as carpentry and painting. A new 
altar was designed and built by him. The church ceiling and 
walls were artistically painted. Much of his energy went in 
to organizing schools for the young and programs for the 
youth. 

‘As always, the builders leave and the fund raisers take 
over. In this case, Father Pryjma was promoted to the Sud 
bury Parish in 1965 and later became a Monseignor. For 
the next few years, Father Karpinsky looked after the 
spiritual needs, with Phil Gniazdoski heading the Pari 
Council, In 1970, Father Martin Balagus came to St 
Michael's and is still here as of this date. 

During the last twelve years, the church debt has been 
liquidated, and much face-lifting was done to the church 
and hall, Through the years many parishioners gave of their 
€ and money to make this small church community func- 
tion. A large role was played by the ladies of the parish, 
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and they continue to be the backbone of the group to this 
day 

‘St. Michael's Ukrainian Catholic Church continues to 
uphold the old traditions and cultures adding colour and 
preserving the heritage of this ethnic community. 





Si. Michaels Church Choir, 1932. Front left to right: Magda 
Nahornik, Annie Geryk, Annie Kilimnik, John Ben, Nellie 
Todosichuk, Sophie Werstuk, Lena Pachkowski. Second row left 
toright: Annie Pachkowski, Mary Petryne, Mary Todosichuk, 2, 
Jessie Storozuk, Rosie Todasichuk, Annie Petryna, Mary 
Pachkowski. Third row left to righ: John Shelegey, ?, Joe Sereuik, 
2,2, Peter Malchyk. Fourth row, Woityk Deneka, 
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Coniston Members Who Joined The Holy Order 


Rev, David Cresswell. 






Rev. Jim Hickey: 
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Father Archie D. Kirwan CR. Sister Patricia Forestell 


Rev. Donald Orendorff Sister Loretta Kirwan, 















Avec la construction du Canadien National en 1905, 
plusieurs familles vinrent s'établir au Vieux Coniston. Pour 
répondre au besoin d'une école pour les enfants de ces 
familles, le Père Lebel, missionnaire de la région, fonda une 
première école bilingue publique. Une école en bois rond 
d’une classe fut construite sur la partie sud de la quatrième 
Avenue. Les premiers professeurs furent surtout des 
‘canadiens-frangais: Mlle Lucie Gariépy de Montebello, 
Québec, Mlle Yvonne Fortier de Montréal, Mlle Anna 
Honan d'Ottawa, Mlle O'Driscoll de Renfrew, Mme Peter 
Butler (née Mary O'Neil) et Mile Cecilia McKay de Fort 
Coulonge. Mlle McKay était la grand-mère de M.J. Cor 
rigan qui vit présentement sur la quatrième Avenue. Les en- 
fants de nos famille pionnières sont les suivants: les Duret- 
tes, les Boudreaus, les Paradis et les Secleys. L'école de bois- 
rond a servi aux enfants jusqu'en 1913 

En 1913, avec la construction d'une nouvelle fonderie, 
‘une nouvelle ville se batit à Coniston. Le Mond Nickel, ayant 
fermé ses usines à Victoria Mines, construisit une nouvelle 
usine à Coniston. Deux écoles, une publique et l’autre séparée 
furent construites; au coin de la rue Balsam et de la Seconde 
Avenue. Ces deux écoles se ressemblaient avec leurs trois 
classes respectives évaluées à $1,400.00 chacune. L'école 
séparée ouvrit ses portes le 9 octobre 1913, avec cent sept 
étudiants sous la direction de M. Thomas Milady. Les com- 
missaires de cette nouvelle école furent: L.J. Curley, L 
Miron, D. O’Brien, F. Robichaud, T. Comerford et W.A. 
McDonnell comme secrétaire. 

En 1916, le nombre d'élèves augmenta à deux cent quinze 
élèves. I fallait construire. L'école publique loua une classe 
à l'école séparée jusqu'en 1921. Durant l'été de 1921, on 
construisit une classe supplémentaire sur la Seconde Avenue. 
Le nombre d'élèves augmenta encore et une seconde classe 
fut construite l'année suivante. En 1923 et 1924, une 
troisième et quatrième classe furent construites et on avait 
maintenant une école de sept classes 

En 1925, la commission scolaire fit face à une situation 
précaire. Avec l'arrivée de nouvelles familles à Coniston, 
il fallut penser à une nouvelle école car tout l'espace dispon- 
ible était rempli à capacité, La Mond Nickel promit sa 
coopération, Neuf acres de terrain, sur la rue Edward Nord, 
furent donnés. Sur cette propriété, on construisit une école 
à deux étages, en brique, de dix classes, et placée sous le 
vocable de Notre Dame de la Merci. Une partie du sous-sol 
servit comme auditorium avec un théâtre équipé. Pendant 
plusieurs années, cet auditorium servit aux besoins de la 
communauté comme les concerts d'école, les bazars 
paroissiaux, les danses publiques et autres performances 
théâtrales. 

La nouvelle école fut ouverte en 1925 avec huit classes 
et trois cent vingt-cing élèves. L'année suivante, les deux 
classes vacantes furent ouvertes. L'édifice sur la rue Balsam 
devint le Coniston Continuation School. Les quatre classes 
portatives furent rénovées pour les résidences des employés 
de la Compagnie, 

À ce moment-là, Mile Yvonne Giroux était principale de 
l'école qui était divisée également entre français et anglais. 
Le président de la commission scolaire était le Père Coallier 
auquel succéda le Père Bruneau. Plusieurs autres person- 
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Historique de l’école séparée de Coniston 


nes donnèrent leur temps comme commissaire d'école: Dan 
Forestell, A-B. Sabourin, Albert Gentile et d’Arcy Olivier 
comme secrétaire. A ce moment, grâce à eux, nous eines, 
les meilleurs professeurs. 

Durant la dépression, la population étudiante demeura 
la même. En 1938, la population augmenta au point que de 
nouvelles classes étaient demandées. Une requête à l'Inco 
pour la construction d'une école fut rejetée mais l'espace 
dans le Nickel Club fut offert. Deux classes et une salle de 
jeux furent érigées à cet endroit 

Pendant plusieurs années, la population de Coniston 
augmenta lentement mais en’ 1955, on songea à aggrandir 
l'école. Quatre classes furent ajoutées à la partie sud de 
école ec les trois classes du Nickel Club furent fermées. En 
1959, il fallut agerandir l'école à nouveau. Quatre classes 
furent ajoutées à la partie nord de l’école. En 1962, la Con- 
tinuation School ferma ses portes et les élèves continuèrent 
leur éducation aux différentes écoles secondaires de Sud- 
bury. L'école fut achetée par la commission scolaire séparée 
et en 1963 des classes furent ouvertes pour les jardins 
d'enfants. 

À la fin des années *60, la commission scolaire des écoles 
séparées décida de donner aux enfants les mêmes moyens 
Educationnels qu'avaient, à ce moment, les enfants des 
autres centres ontariens. lis décidèrent qu'en plus des cours 
académiques, que les arts industriel, l'économie domesti- 
que et la musique soient à l'horaire. Un architecte fut em- 
‘bauché et des plans furent dressés. Les dix classes de l'école 
originale Notre Dame de la Merci furent démolies et 
remplacées par des bureaux, un auditorium et des classes. 
En face, une école identique et complètement nouvelle fut 
construite. On lui donna le nom de St-Paul Apôtre. Les 
élèves de langue anglaise occupèrent cette nouvelle école. 
M. John Rodriguez, le futur membre du parlement, fut 
nommé principal. Toutes ces constructions furent com- 
plétées en 1969. 

La commission scolaire avait, à ce moment la, M.J.M 
Bidal comme président et R. Bouchard comme secrétaire. 
Les commissaires étaient les suivants: M. Gaudette, T 
Caverson, G. Modesto et J. Forestell. Après ces construc- 
tions, le gouvernement ontarien réorganisa le département 
de l'éducation. Les petites commissions scolaires disparurent 
pour faire place à de grandes commissions scolaires. 

Les élèves, sous la direction scolaire de Coniston reçurent 
une éducation très élevée grace à plusieurs professeurs 
qualifiés et dévoués. Plusieurs d'entre eux firent leur car 
rière d'enseignement à Coniston. Dans la section française, 
mentionnons Cécile et Yvonne Giroux, Irénée Bidal et Ré 
jeanne Beaudoin. Dans a section anglaise, trois professeurs 
Hilda Cunningham, Teresa Brady et Monica Donegan 
‘enseignérent un total de trente-neuf années. Toute la car- 
rière de Mlle Veronica Drohan c'est-à-dire de 1922-1968 fut 
passée à enseigner à Coniston. Elle enseigna jusqu'à trois 
générations de la même famille. Ily a des centaines et des 
centaines de personnes qui, à travers tout le Canada, se 
rapellent de leurs dévoués professeurs qui ont su leur don. 
ner les valeurs morales et intellectuelles et je sus assuré qu'ils 
‘en sont tous reconnaissants! 











History of the Coniston 


With the construction of the Canadian National Railway 
in 1905, a number of families settled in a community now 
known as Old Coniston. To provide for the education of 
the children of these families, a bilingual Public School was 
organized by Father Lebel, a Jesuit missionary, of this area. 
À one-room log school house was constructed at the south 
end of the present Fourth Avenue. The teachers were chiefly 
French-Canadian; Miss Lucie Gariepy of Montebello, 
Quebec, Miss Yvonne Fortier of Montreal, Miss Hanna 
Honan from Ottawa, Miss O'Driscoll of Renfrew, Mrs. 
Peter Butler (nee Mary O'Neil) and Miss Cecilia McKay of 
Fort Coulange, Quebec. Miss McKay was the grandmother 
‘of Mr, J. Corrigan who lives on Fourth Avenue today. The 
children of such pioneer families of the area as the Durettes, 
Boudreaus, Paradis’s and Sceleys were among the first to 
attend this school, The log building was used until 1913, 
when the population of the town was greatly increased. 

In that year, 1913, the construction of the new smelter 
and the development of a new townsite was completed. The 
Mond Nickel Company closed its facilities in Victoria Mine 
and began operations in Coniston. A Separate and a Public 
School were built on the corner of Balsam and Second 
Avenues. These were almost identical, three-room frame 
buildings erected at an estimated cost of $1,400 each. The 
Separate School was first occupied on October 9, 1913, with 
an enrollment of one hundred and seven pupils, in two 
classrooms, with Mr. Thomas Milady as principal. The 
following year, the third classroom was used. 

School trustees who administered this new school were 
L. J. Curley, L. Miron, D. O'Brien, F. Robichaud, T. 
Comerford, with W.A. MacDonnell acting as secretary. 

By 1916, there were two hundred and fifteen pupils enrol- 
Led, and more space was needed. In that year, the Public 
School Board rented one room to the Separate School 
Board, and this room was occupied until 1921. During the 
summer of that year a cottage was built on Second Avenue 
as a fourth classroom. The enrollment kept increasing and 
a second cottage was built the following year. In 1923 and 
1924, it was necessary to erect a third and fourth cottage 
making a total of seven classrooms. 

By 1925, the trustees were faced with a very acute situa- 
tion. The gradual expansion of the village resulted in a 
steadily increasing school attendance. There was no more 
room on the property to build another cottage and the 
playground capacity was taxed to the limit. On appeal 10 








Separate School 


the Mond Nickel Company, the company promised its Full 
co-operation. À nine-acre site was made available at the 
north end of Edward Street. On this property a two-storey 
brick structure, with ten classrooms and full basement, was 
erected and placed under the patronage of Our Lady of 
Mercy. Part of the basement was used as an auditorium with 
a stage equipped with footlights. For many years this 
auditorium served the needs of the community for school 
concerts, church bazaars, public dances and theatrical 
performances, 

The new school opened in 1925 with eight classrooms and 
an enrollment of three hundred and twenty-five. The fol. 
lowing year the two vacant rooms were occupied. The old 
building on Balsam Street became Coniston Continuation 
School. The four cottages, two of which were moved to 
Balsam Street, opposite the Public School, were renovated 
into residences for company employees. 

At this time, Miss Yvonne Giroux was principal of the 
school which was divided equally into French and English- 
speaking classrooms. The Chairman of the Board during 
this period was Father Coallier, followed later by Father 
Bruneau. Many trustees such as Dan Forestell, A.B. 
Sabourin, Albert Gentile, with D’Arcy Olivier as secretary, 
gave many years of faithful service in administering the 
affairs of the school. Credit must be given to them for 
securing the best teachers available. 

During the depression years the enrollment stayed almost 
static. But by 1938, the number of pupils increased to such 
an extent that more classroom space was required. À request 
by the Board to INCO for an addition to the school was 
turned down but, instead, space in the company's Nickel 
Club was made available. Two classrooms and a playroom 
were opened in this building. 

For many years, the town experienced slow growth, but 
bby 1955 it was again necessary Lo expand the school facilities. 
Four classrooms were added to the south end of the ten 
room building on Edward Street, and the three rooms in 
the Nickel Club were closed. By 1959, it was again necessary 
to expand, and four classrooms were built on the north end 
of the school. In 1962 the Coniston Continuation Schoo! 
was closed and the pupils transferred to schools operated 
by the Sudbury Secondary School Board. The building was 
purchased for the Separate School Board, and kindergarten 
classes were begun in 1963. 
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Separate School, 1913. 


By the late 1960's the Separate School Board decided that 
the pupils under their jurisdiction deserved the same cduca- 
tional privileges available in other parts of the Province. 
They decided that in addition to the academic courses that 
had been taught, home economics, industrial arts and music 
should be provided, along with full gymnasium facilities. 
Anarchitect was hired to draw plans for a new educational 
complex. The original ten classrooms in Our Lady of 
Mercy School were demolished and replaced with a new 
auditorium, offices and classrooms, retaining the additions 
fon the south and north ends. Across the road, an entirely 
new but almost identical building to be known as St. Paul 
the Apostle School was to be constructed. This new building 
was to be occupied by the English speaking pupils with Mr. 
John Rodriguez, the future M.P. for Nickel Belt, as prin- 
cipal. These new educational facilities were completed and 
ready for occupancy in 1969. 

‘The school board at this time had Mr. J.M. Bidal as chair. 
man and R. Bouchard as secretary. Trustees were M. 
Gaudette, T. Caverson, G. Modesto and J. Forestell. Plans 
for the new school were completed. Construction started 
when the Department of Education reorganized the school 
board in the area. All the schools in the area came under 
the supervision of one board, and the smaller boards were 
phased out 

Pupils who attended the Coniston Separate School were 
most fortunate to have been taught by many highly qualified 
and dedicated teachers, a great number of whom spent a 
great part of their teaching careers in Coniston. In the 
French section, teachers who had long service in our school 
were Cecile and Yvonne Giroux, Irénée Bidal and Rejeanne 
Beaudoin, In the English section, three Grade One teachers, 
Hilda Cunningham, Teresa Brady and Monica Donegan, 
taught for a total of thirty-nine years. Miss Veronica 
Drohan’s total teaching career, 1922-1968, was spent in our 
school. She taught as many as three generations in the same 
family. There must be hundreds of men and women scat 
tered across this land who fondly recall her inspired and 
dedicated teaching and are thankful for the moral values 
she instilled in them. 
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Public School 


In 1913, the Mond Nickel Company built a three-room 
school on land bounded by Second and Third Avenues, and 
‘on the North by Balsam Street, There was a partial base- 
ment to accommodate the coal furnace. The other facilities 
‘were outside at the back of the school. Only two rooms were 
‘occupied by the Public School, the third one being used by 
the Separate School, 

‘The first Principal of the School was Mr. George Metcalfe 
who, when World War I broke out, left to join the Army. 
His place was taken by a Mr. Jno M. Shoup who also left, 
before too long, to join the Army. Other early teachers at 
the school about this time were Suzanne Lewis, Ethel 
‘Tompkins, Margaret Ross and Mr. Floyd lanson. The 
School board members were Mr. J. Ross, Mr. F. Sims and 
Secretary-Treasurer Mr. H. Sinclair. 

On February 26, 1918, the school was totally destroyed 
by fite. This happened while classes were being conducted; 
fortunately al the pupils were evacuated safely. While a new 
school was being built by the Mond Nickel Company, classes 
were held in the Anglican and Presbyterian Churches. At 
completion of the new school (also a three classroom 
building, but which included a full basement, plus indoor 
facilities), the Separate School Board still rented the third 
classroom. 

This changed in 1921 when, due to a larger enrollment, 
all rooms were needed by Public School students. It also 
required another teacher in the person of Miss Ethel 
‘Tompkins. The Principal at the time was Mr. T. Kidd, who 
was known to all by his initials - “J.T.” The third teacher 
was Miss Lidkea. The Schoo! Board was composed of H.C 
Sinclair, K. Clarke. and J. Stacey Sr. The janitor was Sam 
Kidd (no relation to J.T.) 

‘There was no secret ballot election for School Board, but 
the members were chosen at an annual meeting of School 
supporters, who would nominate and second various can- 
didates. À vote (by a show of hands) was then held to decide 
the winners 





Log school at southend of Fourth Ave., Coniston in 1908. Front 
row seated left (0 right; Manda Gauthier, Laura Grave, Jane 
Robillard, Victoria Boudreau, Mary Boudreau. Second row; Ed. 
die Livingstone (with Dog), Jerry Fleming, Eddie Prevost, Alfie 
Prevost, Gilbert Gauthier. Third row; Michael Fleming, Alphonse 
Gauthier, Nellie Fleming; H.P. Prevost, Miss Hannah Honan 
teacher (in the door) from Quyon, Quebec. 
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Prior to teaching in the Public School, Mr. Kidd had been 
a High School teacher. Until the Coniston Continuation 
School (C.C.S.) came into being, he taught Form One 
(Grade Nine) subjects on Saturday mornings to those who 


had graduated from Public 
schooling. 

Mr. Kidd engaged in another acitivity which was quite 
popular with the older boys. During the winter, the base- 
ment was used, usually Saturday afternoon, as à shooting 
range. Competitions were held to determine the best 
marksman. The boys could qualify for gold, silver or bronze 
medals by attaining the necessary accuracy to win one of, 
the awards. The standards were set by the Dominion Rifle 
Association and .22 calibre rifles were used and strict 
safety regulations enforced, 

During the early twenties, Fall Fairs were held annually 
at the School. In the spring, seeds were supplied by the 
Ontario Department of Agriculture to those pupils who 
wished to compete in the judging of vegetables or flowers 
grown by them during the year. Other schools in the area 
were also invited to compete on the same basis, 

For pupils who lived on farms in the area, there were com 
petitions for best livestock, calves and hogs. The students 
‘could also receive eggs to be hatched, and the hens and 
roosters judged for the best specimens. These would be 
placed in pens in the school yard while the flowers, 
Vegetables, etc., would be displayed in the school basement 
for judging. 

Another part of the Fall Fair was the athletie competi- 
tions. Every school district had their best track and field 
athletes present. There was great rivalry among the various 
schools, as well as keen individual competition. Allin all, 
it was a day to remember. 

Baseball was always “J.1.’s” game. He had the boys playing 
ball every lunch-time and recess, weather permitting. He 
put together a team to play against other local Public 
Schools. À favourite competitor was Creighton Mine PS, 
which had a team coached by its Principal, Miss Ursula 
Black, who was also a keen baseball fan, Another keen rival 
was the school in Burwash. This was special because the 
team had to travel there and back by train as there were no 
roads to Burwash at the time, 





‘hool, and who wanted further 





‘The Christmas concerts were always @ popular activity at 
the school. Each classroom would have its own little play, 
or skits to contribute, along with individual songs, readings, 
or musical numbers. Of course, Santa Claus would appear 
to distribute gifts to all the children. These had been 
previously chosen from Eaton's catalogue, courtesy of the 
School Board. The school basement would be crowded with 
parents and friends who had come to see their favourite 
performers. 

‘The school basement became a centre for other uses as 
a meeting place for various organizations, such as Boy 
Scouts, Girl Guides, Cub Scouts and Brownies. Another 
popular use was for local dances. They were generally spon- 
sored by groups to raise money, or just to have a good social 
evening. They were always well attended. The walls would 
ring to the yells and squeals of the square-dancers and the 
voice of the caller. 








Public School, 1913. 


In 1928, with enrollment still growing, a fourth teacher 
‘was hired to teach in an annex, which was built adjacent 
to the main school. It was heated by a woodstove until a 
pipe-line was run from the main school to carry heat (hot 
water) from the furnace. The annex was built and equip- 
ped by the Mond Nickel Company, and was in use for the 
next five years. After being closed for five years it was again 
put into use in 1938. 

During the Depression years, activities at the school were 
somewhat curtailed due to a general lack of funds and the 
fact that so many people were out of work. In the late 
thirties things began to pick up again. 

In 1939, Home Economics and Manual Training were in- 
troduced {o the school curriculum, under the supervision 
of Miss Elizabeth Cowan and Mr. James Lester Fraser, who 
had succeeded Mr. J.T. Kidd as principal of the school. Miss 
Cowan used a room at the south side of the school for her 
sewing, knitting and cooking classes. It had been pre- 
viously used as a teacher's room, but with the addition of 
kitchen equipment became even more convenient 10 the 
staff. The boys’ woodworking classes were held in a sec- 
tion of the basement. Work produced was shown on parent. 
teacher nights 

As the war years dragged on, things seemed to settle into 
a quiet period at the school. However, there was a change 
in principals as Mr. J.L. Fraser left and Mr. Ray Mark 
replaced him. One thing the pupils of the day remember is 
being allowed to leave the classrooms, along with their 


teachers, to line the highway and cheer the convoys of 
‘troops, heading east and probably on their way overseas. 

At the conclusion of the war, Mr. Ray Mark left and Mr. 
Norman Hayden, who had recently been discharged from 
the armed Forces, became the principal. He was to remain 
as such for many years. During his stay, some of the teachers 
were Misses Elsie Crandell, Doreen MacKinnon, Marjorie 
Lisk, Muriel Woodard, Patricia Gordon, McColeman, 
Norma Graham, Marjorie Steinke and Mr. David Newman. 
‘A number of these were married here and remain in the area 
to the present time. 

The school was enlarged with the addition of a fourth 
classroom, a larger Home Economics room and a principal's, 
office on one floor. There was also room for an assembly 
area, complete with small removable stage for school plays, 
etc. as well as a Nurses's room where a visiting R.N. would 
periodically check the pupils, and who, along with the local 
Doctor, would provide the necessary immunization and in 
‘ovulation program. 

‘Under Mr. Hayden, there was a revival of the sports pro- 
gram. The main competition at this time were the ball teams 
from Wahnapitae. There were both girls’ and boys’ teams, 
and sometimes a mixture of both. Mr. Hayden also intro 
duced field trips for the older pupils, who enjoyed the 
‘outings and, no doubt, learned a great deal from them. He 
also brought into being an annual fall corn roast, which was 
usually held during the evening at the Hydro dam at Stin- 
son, where a sing-song was held around the camp fire as 
the corn was cooking. 

This was the period of the first strike at INCO (1958). 
Many families were hard-pressed. To ensure that the school 
children didn’t suffer from lack of nourishment, the School 
Board provided a daily quota of milk for all students 
during the duration of the strike. At Christmas, the distribu- 
tion of presents from the Board was a very welcome event, 

The School Board, over the years, saw a number of new 
faces, but for a long time was composed of W. Patterson, 
W. Haddon, R. Hood, J. Stacey and Secretary-Treasurer 
ILL. Rogerson. In 1962, the Board decided to do away with the 
sandy conditions of the school yard. The area was paved. 
with the exception of a small area near the main entrance 
where a lawn was laid and flower-garden planted. This 
became a responsibility of the pupils to maintain. 


Public Schoo children les of 1917 Principal Floyd Janson, teacher, Suzanne Lewis. Children not identified but listed as follows: Class V: Maude Bray, 


Grave Chapman, Bese Colquohoun, Vitor Nether), Catherine Pars, All Stacy, Elie Walsh. Senior IV: Ace Creswell, Clarence Fier, Albert Harmon, 
(Margaret Simms. Junior IV; Calvi Stewart, Marjorie Stewart, Veiva Stevenson. Senior II; Alice Crampton, Evelyn Grigg, Florence Tohnson, Berice 
‘Neko, Edith Sot, Lisear Scot, Wilber! Wright. Junior I, Olive Bromley, Florence Harmon, Ruby Johnson, Barton Nether, Robert Siena, Charlie 
Wass. Lower Grade; Mars Bcerimen, Wile Bray, Arlene Brown, Kelsey Chapman, Frank Hoga, Orpha Hug, Campbell Sinclar, Tom Simms, Dasey 
Turner, Ewart Wright, Lena Ret, Maia Reid, Robert Reid Dorothy Gray, Dons Flags, Tom Hal, Arthur Jonson, Reginald Knight, Vina Peller, 
Ee Ripley, Amie Stewart, Jean Wish, Will Cardge, lack Cresowl, Pat Mulgan, Alice Stewart, Joe loonmen, Hugh Cameron, Florence Cores 
Doris Dees, Catherine Deeks, Ear! Johnson, Gwery Rannell, Sobel Sinclar, Elsie Wilowghby, Nelle Dale, Bertha Knight, John Robertson, Berard 
Spencer, Jack Stacey 
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Public School Teachers, 1953. Sarah Morris, Doreen Cresswell, Norm Hayden, Vera Smythe. 


In 1963, Mr. John L. Rogerson left Coniston, and D. 
Cresswell became Secretary-Treasurer of the Board. About 
the same time, some new names were added to the Board; 
C. Walker, E. Strom and the first lady member, Mrs. Elsie 
Pigott. At one time she had been a teacher in the school. 

The old coal furnace had seen better days so the Board 
decided to have a new gas fired unit installed. Other things 
needed updating, including new entry doors and new stair 
ways to coincide with fire protection regulations. 

‘A number of years later, the Board was notified by the 
Department of Education that it would have to maintain 
an enrollment of at least one hundred pupils. If not, it would 
have to become a part of a larger Board made up of two 
schools in Garson, one in Falconbridge and one in Skead 
There was much opposition to this, as there were ninety-six 
pupils registered at the time and a probability of going over 
one hundred, as required, in the following year. 

‘A delegation of Board members and members of the 
Town Council went to Queen’s Park and met with the 
Minister of Education to plead their case. It was to no avail 
and the following September the school became part of the 
larger Board. This meant the Administration moved (0 of- 
fices in Garson, as it had a larger number of pupils and three 
schools. The Coniston School sill had representation on the 
Board, but with much less authority 





Public School Grade 7 and 8, 1961-1962. 
Front row, left 10 right; Helen Packer, 
Sandra Eastwood, Nancy Rafuse, Suzanne 
Bell, Elizabeth Kerr, Beryl Jeffrey, Marilyn 
‘Armstrong, Wendy Snitch, Iona Strom. 
Middle row left to right; Norm Hayden, 


Rodney Cleaver, Roy Byers, Elaine 
Cataford, Darlene Grimard, Valerie 
Cresswel, Ellen MacKinnon, Mary Hagen, 


‘Margaret Bryce, Barbara Lisk, Marlene 
Stinson, Bobby Quesnel, Leslie Cresswell 
Back row left 0 right; Everitt Quinlan, Joey 
Pollock, Dale Goodspeed, Jimmy Douce, 
Danny Hayden, Charlie Laforge, Robert 
Hedely, Clark Quinlan. 
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The schools in Garson were bigger and better equipped 
to handle certain educational programs so it was inevitable, 
and only fair, that some students from Coniston would be 
sent there to take advantage of these programs. 

Mr. Hayden had left by this time due to poor health and 
was followed by a number of new principals; Mrs. 
Sokoloski, Mr. Lukan and Roger Anderson. Eventually 
there was only a half-time principal due to a steady decline 
in enrollment, 

When Regional Government came into being, the Neelon- 
Garson School Board was swallowed up by the Sudbury 
Board of Education. Now there was only one representative 
to cover the area from Skead to the French River. This board 
decided in the fall of 1978 that the school would be closed 
as of June, 1979. Pupils would be taken by bus to schools 
in Garson or Wahnapitae. The parents of the students ob 
jected to this strongly and very well attended meetings were 
held with members of the Sudbury Board of Education to 
see if some other solution was possible. As none was 
reached, and the decision had obviously been made, the 
school was closed and boarded up. 

Even though the building stands empty, it will always be 
a place of happy memories for those pupils who attended 
the Coniston Public School 











Coniston Public School, 1940-41. First row 
left to right; Gordon Chisholm, Denzial 
Mick, Ray Wasylenki, John Buchowski, 
George MeLaughlin, Johnny Davie, Martin 
Boles, Buddy Presley. Second row: Anna 
Calendino, Jenny Drill, Dorothy Shreeve, 
Joan Presley, Olga Drill, Viola. Steele, 
Dorothy Bassett, Adeline Chuey, Janet 
Rogerson, Ron Squires. Third row; June 
Bassett, Nora Johns, Jane MacDonald, 
Florence O'Handley, Patricia Murphy, 
Eleanor Chuey, Joan Burd, Audrey 
Chisuel, Katherine Harvie. Fourth row; Val 
Young, ‘Steve Buchowski, Fred Aggiss, 
Robert Cresswel, Jack Davie, Roy Giibbery, 
Wilfred Armstrong, Norm Johnson. 


Public School 1947-48. Front row left 10 
right; Marjorie Henderson, Beverly Craig, 
Bob Pilkington, Gail Squires, Eugene 
Wasylenki, Shirley Pilkington, Billy 
Zahorouski, Joan Mick. Middle row; Mrs. 
Vera Smythe Teacher, Bob Hood, Alvin 
Chiswell, Shirley Jeffrey, Donald Cresswell, 
Dale Muirhead, Anne Yewchyn, Bob 
‘Muirhead, Jack Rogerson. Back row; Ron 
Young, Glen Patterson, Calvin Price, 
Herbert Glibbery, Terry Doskoch, Michael 
Bracken, Patsy Gordon, Billy Long, Janet 
‘Martin. 


Public School Class 1947-48. Front row left 
to right; Violet Pilkington, Albert Shreeves, 
Helen Mick, Stan Yorkows, Peter Duncan, 
Gail MeDonald, Noe! Price, Josephine 
Yewchyn, Middle row; Norm Hayden Prin 
cipal, Lloyd Squires, Diane Chiswell, 
Lawrence Deneka, Janet Rogerson, Alice 
Pilkington, Ted Craig, Norma Patterson, 
John Leonard. Back row: Joan Bloemman, 
Ken Glibbery, Betty: Cresswell, Graham 
Johnson, Theresa Doskoch, Stan Young, 
Barbara Pascoe, Ira Steel. 


Public School, 1952. First row left to right; 
front to back; Ronnie Bellefille, Irma Cyr, 
Jimmy Kidd; Second row; George Evershed, 
Jennie Kulikowski, Diane Cresswell, Monica 
Cleaver. Third row; Steve Wesilchuk, Bob 
Henderson, Anne Haddon, George 
Muirhead. Fourth row: Orysia Wasplenki, 
Robert Muirhead, Lorraine Chiswel. Diane 
Duncan. Fifth row: Marjorie Henderson, 
Gail Balantyne, Richard Martin, Teacher 
Mr. Norm Hayden. 


Public School, 1952, Front row left to right: 

Victoria Sobin, Susan Cataford, Linda Keir, 
Brian Vellow, Keith Moyer, Rod Eastwood, 
‘Bob Hayden, Vince Vellow. Second row; 
Susan Best, Linda Horton, Dewey Keir, 
Dana Snitch, Wayne Cargo, Hans Rogerson. 
Third row; Christine Slimmons, Carol Jef. 
rev, Wayne Parker, Ken Cresswell, Gordon 
Cleaver, Leslie Deacon, Kevin Grimard, 
Norman Cyr, Victor Henderson, Tom 
Hood. 
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Coniston Public School, 1923. Front left to 
right: Colin Soule, Gordon Johnson, Craig 
Pelletier, Gordon Hall. Middle row Marian 
Clark, Marian Nesbit, Alice Hageis, Doris 
Evershed, Ronald Duncan, Garnet Simms, 
Jim Bail, Cecil Squires, Wilma Stewart, 
Doris Wright. Back row: Jim Kidd, Albert 
Chiswell, Helen Walker, John New, Marg 
Deeks, Maude Kent, Verlie Dale, Elizabeth 
Clarke, Alice Evershed, Vada Nesbit. 
Coniston Public School, 1924. First row 
front to back (closest to blackboard), Goldie 
Farnel, Albert Hopkins, Eleanor Clark, Ken 
Gustin, Jim Hall, David Cresswell, Bill 
MeKay, Teacher grace Philip. Second row: 
Ethel Robertson, Billy Kent, Denzil Farnel, 
Jack Pigott, Lois Fraser, Bill Klemp, Harry 
Cresswell. Third rove; Harold Sinclar, Joyce 
Hopkins, Cecil Squires, Dorothy Hugli, 
Elmer Stewart, Gomare Bloemmem, Doris 
Wright. Fourth row; Bil Bell, Irene Spencer, 
Alon Hugli, Elisabeth Clarke, John 
Cameron, Marion Nesbitt. Fifth row; Doris 
Evershed, Alice Evershed, Gladis Stacey, Jim 
Kidd, van Fraser, Gordon Johnson, Jim 
Bell 

Coniston Public School, 1924 Grade 2. First 
row front to back (closest 10 blackboard), 
Wilfred Bassett, Olaf Insolsfrud, Ira Dale, 
George Evershed, Pauline Simpson. Second 
row; Helen Klemp, Bil Evershed, Ina Bryce, 
Dorothy Sinclair, Norwood Farnel, Julia 
Rannell, Jack Wiliams, Third row: Morris 
MeMullen, Laura Johnson, Margaret In 
‘golsfrud, Ruby Claridge, Bill Walker, 
Dorothy Squires, Alf Sullivan. Fourth row; 
Charlie Bryce, Emma Armstrong, Edna 
Bassett, Elsie Claridge, Grace Johnson, 
Daryl Haggiss. Fifth row: Marina Squires, 
Caire Hopkins, Oscar Stewart, Carl Nesbit, 
Alvie Farnel, Edgar Farnel. Teacher, 
“Annabel Dickey 

Publie School, 1933. Front row left to right; 
Hazel Quirt, Edith Chiswell, Betty Riley, 
Helen Buchowski, Jean Muirhead, Jean 
Peck, Julie Zaroski, Mary Buchowski, Laura 
‘Johnson, Bernice Basset. Second row; Ina 
‘Squires, Bertha Rannell, Mary Ungarian, 
Roy Pelletier, Bill Soliski, Third row; J.T. 
Kidd, Jim Hugli, Eric Wiliams, Tony 
Calendino, Bill Buchowski, Alex Stalker, 
Norwood Farnel, Peter Woronchak, Jack 
Coulson, Bill Pigott, Doris Todosichuk, 
Dorothy Nesbitt, Fourth row; Charlie 
Walker, Jack Angove. 


Coniston Public Schoo! Ball Team at Bur- 
wash, 1926. Front to left to right; Garnet 
Simms, Elmer Stewart, Harold Sinclair, 
Harry Cresswell, Ron Duncan, Back left 10 
righ Jim Kidd, Pete Johnson, Colin Soule, 
IT. Kidd. 





Continuation School 


Due to the increase in enrollment at the Separate School 
during the early 1920's, it was decided to build a new school 
at the north end of Edward Street. 

By common consent of the Public and Separate School 
Boards it was decided to establish a secondary school in the 
building previously occupied by the Separate School 
children, It was to be known as the Coniston Continuation 
School (C.C.S.), with accommodation for pupils in a four- 
year High School program. 

It consisted of Forms One to four (later known as Grades 
Nine to Twelve). The curriculum was the same as that taught 
in all High Schools in Ontario, with final exams being set 
by the Ontario Department of Education and known as 
Departmental Exams. Upon successful completion of the 
four year course, the students were eligible to continue into 
Grade Thirteen and into a University progr 

In September 1925, the doors opened and two teachers 
were hired, Mr. Frank Purdy and Miss C. Calderone. A. 
caretaker, John Shreve, was also hired to look after the 
coal-fired furnace. 

‘The initial School Board was made up of two members 
appointed from the Public School Board, and two from the 
Separate School Board. An agreement was drawn to split 
expenses 50-50 between the two Boards. The original Board 
was composed of Mr. A.R. Chiswell and Mr. Sinclair from 
the Public School, and Father Coallier and Mr. L.J. Curley 
from the Separate School. In 1927, the Board members were 
Claude Deeks, W.H. Soule, Dan Forestell and Rev. F. 
Coallier. Mr. A.R. Chiswell returned in 1928 and became 
Secretary-Treasurer until 1940. 

During the term of Mr. Purdy, an outdoor rink was made 
in the school yard for the use of the students, mainly the 
boys" hockey teams. The boys were allowed to bring their 
skates and hockey sticks 10 school and to make the most 
of their hockey time alloted for recess and the lunch hour 
some wore their skates all day, including during classes. 
Needless to say it was a good thing the school was equip- 
ped with good old pine flooring! 

Mr. Purdy had the honour of being in charge when the 
first explosion occurred in the school. It was while he was 








Continuation School Softball Team, 1926, First row lef 10 right; 
Jack Stacey, Ivan Fraser, Master Purdy (mascot), Herb Fraser, 
Garnet Simms, Hector Toe Blake. Second row; Colin Soule, Leslie 
Duberty, John Robertson, Frank Purdy, Bill Baby, Peter 
Robertson. 





at work on an experiment at the Science table when the 
mishap took place. When the smoke cleared, the object 
which attracted the greatest attention was Mr. Purdy craw- 
Jing out from under the table, luckily none the worse for 

In the spring of 1928, Mr. Purdy and Miss Calderone left 
and were replaced in the fall by Mr. Fred Harvie and Mr. 
.J. Brule. They were both not only great teachers, but 
musicians as well. This was evident at the School Christmas 
party in 1929 with Mr. Brule playing the violin, Mr. Fred 
Harvie the saxaphone, and student Albert Chiswell the 
piano. The pupils got into the act, removing all the seats 
from one classroom and putting forth their best dancing ef- 
forts. Unfortunately, it was Mr. Brule”s farewell perfor- 
mance, as he left the school at this time and was replaced 
by Mr. Demers, who finished out the year. 

In September of 1930, Mr. Duncan Pierce joined the staff 
and, except for one year’s absence (1937-1938) to study at 
Queen’s University, remained at the school for many years. 

‘About this time (1931), it was decided to make the third 
classroom, which had been vacant, into a gymnasium. 
Equipment was purchased and set in place. Gym classes 
came into being. Mr. Harvie was the instructor and soon 
showed ability on the horizontal bars, the parallel bars and 
the rings. Boxing gloves had also been purchased and some 
of the older boys found that Mr. Harvie was also pretty good 
in this department. The boys learned from him and some 
good bouts were arranged among themselves. The girl also 
‘enjoyed their gym sessions, and put together a really com 
petent volleyball team. Other athletic activities consisted of 
house league hockey, baseball, softball and track 

‘As soon as school opened in September, the students 
would start training for the annual track and field meet. The 
‘opponents were the pupils of Capreol High School. As both 
schools were similar in size and enrollment, it made good 
competition. The meet was held in Coniston one year and 
in Capreol the next. C.C.S. always gave a good account of 
itself in the many events, with the girls in particular often 
being the deciding factor as to which school would win the 
overall points trophy. 


Lune 


ae 


‘Duncan J. Pierce, Miss Victoria Malkin 
Assistant 


Fred W. Harve, 
Principal 
















Conon ir Cats a 1944 at Camp Borden Fat om fo night Jack Ruy, 
Femond Gone Brace MeCrnde Mie Busch, Reymond Pret. Second 
‘ow nie Alfred Ra, Bob Crea. Roland Gal. Pa Colon Bob 
‘onion Romeo Lors, Gordon Chm, Leonad Spence, Grow McLaugh 
Third row, Food agai, Ron Squires Franc Cobb, Ker Conlon. Marcel 
Tejon, Harold Biv, Roland Laporte, Mike Dat, Donald Pres Pot 
Forel Fourth row tare Lape, Mure Laine, Norm Jobson, Mure 
Gant, Maure Alert, Sion Sth, Sk Crane Proper Ofer, Wired 


‘Commencements were held annually. Graduating classes 
were honoured and individual prizes awarded to students 
who had obtained the highest marks in various subjects. 
There were also some musical numbers on the program, as 
well as a two or three-act play performed by the students 
of the school, These were held in the Separate School 
auditorium. 

‘School colours were chosen after much discussion; they 
were to be maroon and silver. À school motto was decided 
upon - Lucem Petimus (we seek the light). An emblem was 
designed, showing a book and a scroll with the motto in- 
cluded, al in the school colours. Later school pins, rings 
and sweaters became available, and were worn with much 
pride. 

During the time Mr. Fred Harvie was the Science teacher, 
we are reminded of other incidents regarding the old lab. 
To perform certain experiments, a gasoline blow torch was 
used. Before the torch was lit, Mr. Harvie would ask one 
Of the students to open the nearest window. Invariably when 
the torch was lit it would burst into flame. With the flames 
rising about four feet, Mr. Harvie would proceed from the 
Science table, backward to the open window, toss the torch 
out into the school yard where it would be left to burn out, 
much to everyone’s amusement. 
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1945 Farm Service Force. The smiles were not always there when 
they recalled ther life as a "Vineland Farmerettes”. There were 
snores, groans and moans, calloused hands, mist exes and a prayer 
for a torrential rain. Left to right; Molly Yeo, Aline Buck, Mary 
Wandziak, Stella Kutash, Lorinda Caverson, Evangeline 
Orendorff. Agnes Buckacheski, Helen Mislinski, Marie Copps, 
Florence Event, Joyce Evershed, Doris Cresswell. 
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CCS. 18 Sutra, Summer Camp at Camp Barn, Aue 1964 Lancaster Four 
Aisir Pane ockriundy rot rw, fia Dan! Chabot. Grail Garon, 
‘Reymond on tr acachs, ile Ri Ret Gas, Lopa Quo, 
‘George MeLuphin Ray iby ae Person! naine i ght form). Sond 
owt bast Posoel tacle tr lah form, BU gg, Ted Copp, EX 
‘Seed bn Pre Ki Lam ue Clr rat rnd. hi 
‘Guin, Son Snih Wied Colin, Em Breit, Xavier Laon 











In 1941, because of a need for more space, the gymnasium 
sports equipment was removed, and the room taken over 
for a Science lab, with all the necessary equipment to allow 
pupils to perform experiments for their chemistry and 
Physics classes. It also became a classroom for Grades 
Eleven and Twelve. At that time, the other rooms were made 
larger by the elimination of the boys’ and girls’ cloakrooms 
and decreasing the size of the teachers’ room-office. A. 
teachers’ room and other facilities were installed in the 
basement 

In 1943, Mr. Fred Harvie and Mr. Duncan Pierce left to 
take promotions to High Schools in Southern Ontario, Mr. 
Harvie to Welland-Thorold area and Mr. Pierce to Port Col- 
borne. Their places at Coniston were taken by Mr. Edward 
Orendorff and Misses F. Joy and J. MacKenzie. 

‘The war years became a very active time for the pupils 
of C.CS. Many groups and committees were formed to help 
the war effort. The knitting club provided many articles of 
clothing to the local Red Cross. There were also sales, put 
on by the pupils at the old Nickel Club, of candy, hot 
dogs, popcorn, etc., to aid the Red Cross. 

A group of students known as Farmerettes volunteered 
to go to Southern Ontario to help in farm work during the 






CCS. School Choir, 1948, Fist row, left 10 right; Carmella 
Sonile, Shirley Gagnon, Vera Gentle, Edith Squires, Mary 
Werstuk, Geraldine Squires, Claire Rives, Viola Stele. Second 
row: Olea Dril, Aline Martin, Nora Faeioni, Margaret Ladurante, 
Miss M.d. Ferguson, Jane Macdonald, Evelyn Lalonde, Joyce 
‘MeLean, Florence Rivais. Third row; Dorothy Shreeve, Laurette 
MayHew, Mary Geoffery, Patricia Murphy, Janet Rogerson, Olga 
Hrycay, Betty Gibbons, Therese Poirier. 











“Mrs. O'Leary's Cow", Continuation School, 1944 commence 
‘ment. Standing left to right; George Clarke, Stella Kutash, Agnes 
Bukacheski, Miss LK. MacKenzie, Marie Copps, Bill Aggis, 
Seated left to right; Evangeline Orendor{f, Helen Mislinki 





summer months. It was an opportunity for Jocal students 
Lo meet others from various schools across the province who 
were helping out in the same way. 

Sports played a great part in school life during the war 
years. Baseball, softball, broomball, volleyball and hockey 
teams actively participated under the guidance of teachers, 
Mr. Orendorff, Miss Joy and Miss MacKenzie, 

An Air Cadet Squadron.was formed which was designated 
#358. Considering the size of the school, it was a great 
achievement to have forty-plus members in the group. There 
were trips for the squadron to some of the military camps 
and airfields during the summer months which brought the 
boys a little closer to the war scene and gave them the op- 
portunity to see first-hand the aircraft being used. 

‘The greatest contribution to the war effort by the school 
was, of course, the number of former pupils who joined the 
Armed forces and served in all the branches of the Army, 
Navy and Air Force. There were over fifty men and women 
on the Honour Roll, which was compiled and engraved on 
an aircraft propeller, and displayed in the school. When the 
school closed it was presented to the local Canadian Legion 
Branch, #427 








L 4 


Fred Santala presents a bouquet to Miss Margaret 
Ferguson director of the operetta, who also played 
the musical score, At the right is Edward J. 
Orendorff, principal 





Dr. Waller Curlook, Sr. Vice President of Inco Lid. former 
Coniston Continuation Schoo! graduate came to speak and 
‘autographed programs for some pretty members of the 
Continuation School Graduation in 1956. Left to right; Beverley 
Leclair, Velma Argentin, Diana Santi, Dr. Walter Curlook, Elaine 
Coppo, Carol Geoffrey, Corinne James. 


In the late 40’s and 50’s, the school became a focal point 
for teen age activity in the town, Unfortunately later in the 
50 the enrollment started to drop. The larger High Schools 
were offering more options for the pupils and a much wider 
range of activities outside of school hours. With the swing 
to more travel by bus, it was also possible, economically, 
for students to take advantage of the changing times. 








‘There was a change in staff about this time. Misses Joy 
and MacKenzie left, and Miss Ferguson and Mr. Maher 
replaced them. When Mr. Maher left to teach in Copper 
Cliff he was replaced by Mr. Fisher for one year. Further 
changes in the teaching staff were made towards the end of 
the 1950's when Mr. Llewelyn and Mr. Hurtubise came to 
the school 


It became quite obvious that the school’s days were 
numbered. At the end of June, 1962, the doors were closed 
and C.C.S. was no more. It was a sad day for the many 
pupils who had attended the school over the years. 
Looking back, it provided many happy memories to all. The 
final blow came when on May 21, 1977, the school burned 
and what was left of it was torn down, 


The five merry maidens in the operata “Green Cheese" Continuation School play, 
April 1954. Left to right; leene Fabris, Rene Tremblay, Estelle Durete, Irene Fabris, 
Linda Argentin, 
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Continuation Sehoo! Class of 1926 
Front row left to right: The Purdy children 
Seated left 10 right; Rita Benoit, Alice 
Evershed, Bertha Stevenson, Jean Wright, 
Thelma Gustin, Edith Tancredi, Elizabeth 
Leduc. Standing left to right; Jack Stacey, 
Albert Chiswell, Herbert Fraser, Frank 
Purdy, Miss Corinne Calderone, Les 
Dubers, John Robertson, Bill Baby 





Coniston Continuation School, 1927. First 
row left 10 right; Amy Pelt, Elizabeth 
Clark, Mary Soliski, Garnet Simms, 
Roberia Parker, Marion Clark, Margaret 
Deeks, Master Purdy. Second row: Pete 
Roberision, Craig Pelletier, Frank Purdy 
(Principal, Colin Soule, Miss Calderone, 
Ian Fraser, Herb Crampton, Hector “Toe 
Blake, John Holl, Ronald Duncan. Middle 
Standing: Alice Evershed. 














Standing left to 3. Fist row left to 

‘ight; Grace Hugh, Form I; Bill MacDonell, Form Ill; Jack Lown, right: Alan Hugli, Andrew Gobbo, Bobbie Foresell, Graham 

Form I Seated left 10 right; Verna Allard, secretary; Julia Ran Chabot, Chuck Bryce, James Norquay, Erminio Modesto. Second 

reli, president; Francis Foresell, vice president, row; Carmel Comerford, Julia Rannell, Verna Allard, Mary 
Buchowski, Mary O’Brien. Third row: Frances Forestell, Bill 
MacDonel. 





Continuation School 1934-35, Form Il. Lef 10 right: Fred Leclair, 
Enas Squires, Eugenie Olivier, Adeline Brignolio, Winnie Shreeve, Our School hockey players, Left to right; Dvitlio Caverson, John 
Eileen Deeks, Isabel Norquay, Merena Squires, Grace Hush, Lilian Welosk, Ernie Everts, Walter Curlook, Ferdinand Gosselin, Teddy 
Stacey, Winnie Fitzgerald, Bill Evershed, Cecil Johnson Orendorff, seated Severo Zanatta 
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Grade X, Coniston Continuation Schoo!, 
194041. Lefi to right; Back row. Nick 
Solski, Cecil Chabot, Delina Squires, 

à Crema, Dorothy 
Michael Forest 
‘Second row; Ruth Muirhead, Lorna Moyer, 
Helen Morehead, Olga Minsk, Lorraine 
Steele, Annie Waslchuk, Mary Chaykowski, 
Lena Petryna, Anne Wasylenki, Tommy 
Walker. Third row: Helen Chabot, Albina 
Carl, Dora Storozuk, Lydia Fantin, Gladys 
Evershed, Mary Bukacheski, Marguerite 
Pugliese, Maye Racicot. Front row; Albino 
Zanatta, Mike Wandziak, John Edward 
Norquay, Armand Lemieux 





















Coniston Continuation School Grades 11 
and 12, 1940-1941. Front lft to right; Lucy 
‘Checzi, Sophie Kitimmik, Julie Zaroski, Ida 
Gobbo. Back row, left to right: Charlie 
Clark, Thomas Forestel, Frank Totino, 
Tom Pugliese, Dan Welhan, Stanley Sols. 
Fred Shreeve, Albert Blasucci 





Coniston Continuation Schoo! Grade 10, 
1945, Front left to right: Margaret Collin, 
“Angeline Libralesso, Eugenia Curlook, Miss 
Joan McKenzie, Lois Glibbery, Bernice 
Youkowski, Rita Oliver. Second row, left 10 
Severo Zanatta, Lucio Deluca, Vaino 

sik, Mike 














Coniston Continuation Schoo! Grade 9, 
1945, Front raw, left 10 right; Jean Publiese 
‘Stella Bachorski, Jennifer Wrobleski, Jean 
Sant, Delia Caverson, Dora Caverson, Miss 
Florence Joy, Evelyn Copps, Eileen Pascoe, 
‘Margaret MeKerrl, Bety Gibbons, Cornelia 
Soule. Second row, left 10 right; Ai 
Searela, Mike Buchacheski, Gerald Gagnon, 
Daniel Chabot, John Comacehio, Fabio 
Floreani, Fred Chaykowski, Ernest Everitt, 
Fernand Gosselin, Gerald Poisson, Ted 
Orendorff 











Coniston Continuation Schoal, 1947. First 
raw, left 10 right: Joyce Patterson, Florence 
Everitt, Joyce Evershed, Evangeline 
Orendorff, Helen Mislinski, Ed Orendorff 
Lorinda Caverson, ‘Stella’ Kutash, Mary 
Wandziok, Helen Danituk, Alice Shreeve. 
Second row; John Fantin, Walter Curlook, 
‘Esideo Martinalo, Morris Vakiwchuk, Marie 
Copps, George Clarke, Jean Chisholm, Bl 
Belowus, Agnes Bukacheski, Bill Ageis, 
Teddy Conlon, Duilio Caverson, Morris 
Was 
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Grade 9, 1949. First row: Mary Clarke, 
Laura Campbell, Milie Wroblewski, Eveline 
Libralesso, Margaret Fournier. Miss 
Margaret Ferguson, Jean  Baldisera, 
Jacqueline Dumont. lala Girolamette, 
‘Stella Kiersta, Mary Holunge, Second row; 
Araldo De Ciccio, Judy Comacchio, Lorna 
Peer, Katherine MeKerral, Gwen Gordon, 
Audrey Cresswell, Annie Sortie, De 
‘Marcotte, Mary Gersk, Morris Curlook, 
‘Ronald Cresswell. Third row; Eddy Deneka. 
Ronald Zanuito, Bernard Langlois, Carl 
Wendarf, Raymond Moyer, Stirling 
Johnson, Harold Olivier, Don Taylor, Henri 
Oulette, John Jaworski, Bernard Forestel, 
Bernard Dumont. 








Continuation School, 1949. Seated left 10 
right; Olga Bilowus, Mary Werstiuk, Joyce 
MeLean, Patricia Murphy, Mary Geoffrey, 
Edith Squires. Standing left to right; Stan 
Young, Bob Conlon, Norm Johnson, Olga 
Woronchak, Mr. Mayer Teacher, Joe 
Albert, George Everitt, Albert View 





CCS. Coniston, 1949. Front row left to 
right; Olga Drill, Carmel Sottile, Dorothy 
Shreeve, Janet Rogerson, Mary Curlook, 
Vera Gentile, Ann Cobra, Middle row; Ray 
Charron, Steve Cobra, Pat Forestel, Olga 
Hirycay, Ron Squires, Elle Girolamett, 
Gino Oliver. Back row; Fred Aggiss, Dino 
Santi, Gordon Chisholm, Robert Langlois, 
Don Chabot, Reno Prenol, Ray Wasslenki, 
George MeLaughlin. 


Graduates 











Public Library 


Etie Cripps, First Librarian 1913. 


The structure of what was to be later called the Coniston 
Library came from Victoria Mines. Set up under the 
Department of Education legislation in 1902, the first board 
of management was composed of; Mr. W.A. MacDonell, 
Chairman, Mr. Ross, Librarian, Mr. Hughes, Secretary: 
‘Treasurer, Mr. Paris, Mr. Colloton, Mr. Forsyth and Mr. 
Richard, The name of the library was Vietoria Mines Public 
Library. 

It should be noted that the first government grant received 
was for $59.65 to purchase books. During the next six years, 
the number of books grew as a result of private money gifts 
and government grants. By December 31, 1909, the total 
number of books was 1038. 

‘With the closing of Victoria Mines, the library was moved 
10 Coniston and located on Second Avenue, with Mrs. E. 
Cripps becoming the librarian in 1912, a position she held 
for 23 years 

In 1930, the library joined the Canadian Library 
Association. The use of the library was active enough to 
request Inco for a donation, Requiring more shelving space, 
the windows were frosted over and shelving installed in front 
of the windows. This measure was to serve for many years. 

Board members in 1934 were Mr. P. Hugli, Chairman, 
W.J. Warwick, Seerctary-Treasurer, Mrs. E. Cripps, 
Librarian, Miss Ann Stacey, Miss Agnes Colquhoun, Mr 
LT. Kidd, Mr. F.W. Harvie and Mr. F. Simms, On October 
21, 1934, there was a motion to change the name of the 
library from Vietoria Mines Public Library to the Coniston 
Library. It was at this time that the town was incorporated, 
with Mr. Austin as mayor. 





Through the years, many names of teachers appeared as 
Board members, such as Mr. J.T. Kidd, Mr. F.W. Harvie, 
Mr. Mark, Miss Stella Allard and Miss Velma Carter. 

With the retirement of Mrs. Cripps in September 1935, 
Miss Ann Stacey was appointed Librarian. Book budget was 
$75.00 and, as in the past, approximately one-third was to 
bbe spent on current issues, a few dollars on magazines and 
the balance on reprints. À far ery from today's needs. 

During the 1940's, Mrs. Albert Dubery served as the 
Librarian until her death in 1953. Her husband took over 
the duties until 1957, when his daughter Margery became 
the Librarian, 

In 1960, the library agreed to join the district library 
North Central Regional Library Co-Operative, thus being, 
allowed to borrow units (70) of books at $25.00 per unit 
Books were exchanged several times a year, thus offering 
patrons a wider selection. 

In 1965, after 23 years of pleading, the Library Board was 
granted the use of a large room in the old Nickel Club. The 
Associated Library ceased operations and the assets were 
turned over to the new Library Board. 

‘On December 21, 1965, third and final reading of a by 
law was adopted unanimously changing the library from an 
Associate Library to a Public Library. Town Council 
authorized the formation of a Public Library Board. The 
board was composed of a mayor, by virtue of his office, 
three council appointees, three appointees from the Public 
‘School Board and two from the Separate School. 

‘The first chairman was Mr. Reg MacNeil; Mr. Argyle 
Eastwood, Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. Don Keir, Walter 
Haddon, Leslie (Sam) Cresswell, Roland Bidal, Angelo 
Franchetto, Ron Duncan and Tom Paradis. 

Applications for the position of Librarian were called for, 
and on June 13, 1966, Mrs. Mary Santi was hired as 
Librarian beginning her duties August 15, 1966. Mrs. Santi 
was responsible for setting up the operation of the library 











‘The Public Library in the early days. Left to right: Andrew Walker 
the reader and Albert Dubery librarian 
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Public Library. 


in its new, larger quarters, with the official opening 
November 2, 1966. Students were hired to assist the 
Librarian. Elaine Comacchio and Jane Franchetto were the 
first of many to follow in the next years, 

In 1969, the Library Board was reduced to conform to 
the Public Library Act, Board members were Reg MacNeil, 
Chairman; Argyle Eastwood, Angelo Franchetto and Paul 
Halushenski. These men all served until the introduction of 
Regional Government in 1972. From 1967, Mr. Tom 
Crowley served as Secretary-Treasurer. 

Due to business commitments, Mrs. Santi resigned May 
1, 1970 and was replaced by Mrs. Audrey Veno. 

In November 1972, the property at 30 Second Avenue was 
purchased from Nickel Basin Properties and in the spring 
of 1973 the present library building was erected with the 
‘official opening in spring 1974, Hours were expanded to 28 
per week and Mrs, Joan Everitt was hired as an assistant. 
Other staff members presently are Mrs. Olga Shelegey and 
Mrs. Gail Fila, 

Grade 12 students from Marymount College and St 
Charles College are accepted at the library to help fulfil their 
voluntary hours in community service. The library staff have 
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Presentation of books fo the Coniston Library by the nd Coniston 
Guide Group November 1979, Left to righi: Anne Halushenski 
Debbie Clouter, Denise Gour, Johanna Donnelly, Audrey Veno 
(Librarian). 
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Linda Chezzi of Notre Dame de la Merci Si 
kindergarten class visting library during Library week. 





always been pleased with the talents demonstrated by the 
students whether typing, decorating, conducting a story 
hour, or carrying out regular library duties, 

From September 1978 to May 1979, while many Inco men 
were on strike, the library became a familiar and popular 
drop-in spot. Many men became library members for the 
first time and were pleased with the variery of books offered. 
The men did home repairs, worked on hobbies and argued 
hockey. Some of the “discussions” got pretty lively, and 
today the library continues to flourish and is used extensively 
by the community, We are also proud of the great number 
members from Wahnapitae, Markstay, Hagar and even 
Sudbury. 














Library holdings now total over 18,000 volumes, with 
books available in English, French, Italian and Finnish. 
Popular magazines are received on a regular basis, 

‘The Coniston Library also enjoys borrowing privileges 
from all over Canada, through the Inter-Library Loan 
Department, soit is possible to borrow practically any book, 

The future looks bright for the Library with such 
enthusiastic patronage. 











Junior YMCA Donation to Coniston Library 1967. Left 
Reg MacNeil, Library Committee Chairman, Jean Strom 
Chairperson af Junior YMCA, Mayor Mike Solski Chairman 
Coniston Centennial Commisiee and YMCA members. 
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Labour Organization 


Mine Mill Hall Sod Turning, August 1955, Building and Plant 
Committee and Officers of Mine Mill Local 398 at Sod turning 
ceremonies: Left to right: Edward Jones, Rizzaio Benedetti, Alan 
Hugli and daughter Judy. President of Local $98 Mike Solski, 
Executive Member Leo Gauthier, Geno Sartor, Joe Pachota and 
‘Joey, Mayor Walter Kilimnik, Plant Chairman Tom Paradis. 


Labour organization in Coniston had early beginnings 
A Local 116 of the International Union of Mine Mill and 
Smelter Workers was in existence in 1919, lasting for a 
period of one year, 

In the mid and late "20's, there was a further union 
organization, but this time exclusively in the ethnic 
community. Again, between 1936 and 1938, a young Scot, 
George Anderson, headed up an organization of smeltermen 
in this town. 

The groups were small and secretive, in fear of 
discrimination and reprisals from the company. Again, the 
dominant group of members were of Slavic extraction, 

Tt was not until the early 1940's that steps were taken to 
organize the Coniston smelter workers, this time into Local 
598 of the Sudbury Mine Mill and Smelter Workers Union 
‘There were rough beginnings, and secret meetings, until the 
unions came out in the open. Local 598 obtained its charter 
on April 30, 1942. 

‘A number of Coniston residents were active organizers 
in those early days, such as Mike Solski, Gino Sartor, 





August 1956. Local 598 President Mike Soli, lifetime resident 
‘of Coniston, chairs the proceedings, as the new Coniston Mine 
Mill Hal is dedicated. Left ro right: Rhea! Belisle MPP, National 
Mine Mill President Nels Thibault, Mayor Walter Kilmnik, Rev 
LE, Peterson, Mike Solski, Rudy Pella contractor, Rev. R.F. 
Venti, Arthur Townend, Millie McQuaid Local 117 Auxiliary 
Secretary, Dona Hugli Coniston Ladies Auxiliary President, Lilly 
Johnson Local 117 Sudbury Auxiliary President. 
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Ricardo Comin, Nick Chuey, Tony Fera and many others. 

No suitable meeting facilities were available to this group. 
‘The meetings were held either in houses, or open air meetings 
at the rock-cut, at the entrance to the town, where they were 
always threatened by the goons. Fellows like Joe Caverson 
and Mike Doskoch acted as bodyguards for the organizers 
who came in to speak and recruit new members. 

After the certification of the union, and the signing of 
the first agreement, conditions improved for the men at the 
smelter and in the community 

For many years Coniston had been divided on a racial 
basis with Italians, Slavs, French and English living in 
separate areas of the town. The union was responsible for 
breaking down these barriers 














Mine Mitt Hal. 


A number of Coniston boys served in different positions 
with the union. James Kidd was President of Local 598 for 
a short period; Mike Solski served as President and in many 
other executive capacities over the years. Gino Sartor, Leo 
Gauthier, and Tom Paradis also served on the executive of 
the union, and many others were stewards and union 
activists. 

The union was not only interested in providing security, 
better wages and conditions on the jab for its members, but 
also cared for their individual welfare in the community 
With that in mind, the union built a hall in Coniston. It not 
only provided a meeting place for its members, but a facility 
for social and recreational functions for the entire 
community. These services were provided not only For the 
workers, but also for the women and children of the town. 

It can be said that the union did play a tremendous role 
in Coniston in those early days, and no doubt still plays a 
role today. 








Mine Mill Hall opening, 





Coniston Branch of the Red Cross 


Almost immediately after the outbreak of the Second 
World War on September 10, 1939, the ladies of Coniston 
met to form the Coniston Unit of the Red Cross. The Unit 
was organized on September 26, 1939, with Mrs, Mabel 
Norquay in the chair. Mrs. Rose Kirwan was the first 
president with Mrs. N. Johns taking over in September 1941, 
followed by Mrs. L. Nesbitt in September 1944, 

‘Other members of the executive over the years were Mrs. 
Alice Easton, the first secretary-treasurer, Mrs. Elizabeth 
McKee who took over from her in 1940, Mrs. A. Walker, 
Mrs. L. Forestell, Mrs. F. Geoffrey, Mrs. N. Belanger and 
Mrs. F. Stoker. 

‘The Unit, around 30 strong, met in the Community Club 
every Tuesday and Thursday from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
and those who were either working or had young children 
met in the evening. 

‘The premises and sewing machines were donated by Inco. 

In addition to working at their meeting’, material was 
taken to several homes in town for the ladies to work with. 
At one time, approximately one hundred and thirty ladies 
were involved in the work — a real community effort 

‘Over 9,000 articles were made and forwarded to the 
Sudbury Branch. These included socks, mitts, caps, scarves, 
sweaters, hospital gowns, pyjamas, bandages, quilts, etc 

In addition, a First Aid class was organized in 1939 with 
Mrs. E. Cooper in charge. 

The Unit raised money for cigarettes for Coniston boys 
overseas, British War Victims Fund, Toronto Star Cigarette 
Fund, Russian Relief and Canadian Red Cross Drive. 

Salvage of scrap was carried on during the war years and 
was a source of income. 

(Quilts were made and raffled off to raise money 

An offshoot of the Unit was the Coniston Continuation 
School Knitting Club that made afghans, scarves, sweaters, 




















socks, and raised money through the sale of hot dogs. The 
executive was comprised of Noreen Gobbo, President; 
Marguerite Pugliese, Vice-President; Delphine Curlook, 
Secretary-Treasurer; Evening Convener, Mrs. Reg. Gustin; 
School Convener, Miss V. Malkin. Committee members 
were Olga Melnyk, Ruth Muirhead, Lydia Fantin 

The ladies of Coniston can be very proud of their 
tremendous achievement during the war years. 

‘While the unit disbanded shortly after the end of the war 
in 1945, several ladies continued to make articles for the Red 
Cross upon request. 

Some of those who worked either at the Club and/or at 
home were, in addition to those mentioned: Mrs. J. Lilley, 
Mrs. G. Wandziak, Mrs. S. Kutash, Mrs. W. Deneka, Mrs. 
J. Packota, Mrs. M. Yakichuk, Mrs. Maroski, Mrs. 
Wroblewski, Mrs. Bronicheski, Mrs. F. Aggis, Mrs. R 
Morehead, Mrs. Wm. Johnson, Mrs. G. Chisholm, Mrs. 
J. Angove (Sr.), Mrs. F. Murphy, Miss F. Colquhoun, Mrs. 
Y. Pugliese, Mrs. D. Keir, Mrs. R. Mark, Mrs. D. Slimmon, 
Miss B. Austin, Mrs. J. Stacey, Mrs. F. Cresswell, Mrs. W. 
McLaughlin, Mrs. L. Jeffrey, Mrs. W. Haddon, Mrs. 5 
Duncan, Mrs. R. Muirhead,” Mrs. K. MacRae, Mrs. 5 
Forestell, Mrs. C. Deeks, Mrs. H. Bassett, Mrs. P. Johnson, 
Mrs. J. Armstrong, Mrs. Hall, Mrs. C. Clarke, Mrs. J 
Everitt, Mrs. M. Olivier, Miss V. Olivier, Mrs. Litharili, 
Mrs. N, Lafrance, Mrs. L. Oliver, Mrs. Martinello, Mrs. 
Caverson, Mrs. Comacchio, Mrs. À. Ladurante, Mrs. A. 
Trepanier, Mrs. F. Harvie, Mrs. T. Bryce, Mrs. J 
Bloemmen, Mrs. J. Houle, Mrs. W. Patterson, Mrs. W 
Squires, Mrs. Conlon, Mrs. O. Moyer, Mrs. Riley, Mrs. 
Deschene, Mrs. T. Tancredi, Mrs. W. Walker 

Much of the above material was taken from CCS HI- 
1945, written by the now Mrs. J. Barnes, plus that 
by Mrs. George Chisholm 















Coniston St. John's Ambulance Women’s Home Nursing, 1942. Front left to right: Beryl MeLiaughlin 
Doris Evershed, Lena Forestell, Dr. W.S. Johns, Margaret Morehead, Nora Johns, Dorothy Chabot. 
‘Second row: Jean Strom, Aurora Olivier, Spema Modesto, Mary McKerral, Ceclle Albert, Ethel Squire, 
Charlotte Chiswel, Mildred Squires, Rose Kirwan. Third row: Georgia Lilly, Coral Edwards, Ella 





Packota, Shirley Ethier, Sue Duncan, Ruth Aggiss, Velma Carter, Marjorie Chiswell 
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Henry Leblane, Sid Smith, Gerald Davis, 


Charter were 
Gino Caverson Robert Langlois 
Joseph Comin Fernand Leblan 
John Cook Prosper Olivier 
Gerald Davis John Ruddy 
Armand Fantin Jean C. Sebourin 
Albert Fournier Roger Sarazin 
Phil Gniazdoski Sidney Smith 
Dorland Kidd Mike Solski 
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Coniston Lions Club 














The Coniston Lions Club, sponsored by the New Sudbury 
Lions Club, was chartered on March 17, 1964, with a total 
‘membership of 24 members. Members at the time of the 


Edmund Taillefer 
William Telfer 
Ontario Toniolo 
Noel Price 

Art Wilkinson 
Primo Venturi 
man Zanutto 
Major Zuliani 





and Robert Langlois was the first President. 


«à 


Lion Meeting left to right: Armand Fantin, Bob Bas, Prosper Oliver, Primo Venturi, Art Wilkinson, 
Stevenson, Phil Gniazdoski, Gino Caverson, Gildo Basso, Mrs. Marion Ross, Francis Ross, Jack Ruddy, Donald Chabot, Mike Solski 





Ontario Toniolo, Harold 


The following members have served as Club Presidents: 


Year 
1964 

1964-65 
1965-66 
1966-67 
1967-68 
1968.69 
1969.70 
1970-71 
1971-72 
1972-73 











District Governor's Visitation 1965. Left to right: Counsellor Bill Sleaver, District 
Governor Mark Cornish, President Mike Solski, Vice President Jack Ruddy 
Treasurer Art Wilkinson. 





Name 
Robert Langlois 1973-74 
Mike Solski 1974-75 
Mike Solski 1975-76 
John Ruddy 1976-77 





‘Arthur Wilkinson 1977- 
Peter Van Der Henne 1978-79 


Phil Gniazdoski 1979-80 
Thomas Paradis 1980-81 
Ontario Toniolo 1981-82 
Roger Sarazin 1982-83 


Leonard Collin 
John Ruddy 
James Wilgosh 
Kenneth Glibbery 
Paul MacDonald 
Thomas Crowley 
Guido Chezzi 
Raymond Bidal 
Joseph Barbe 
Richard Legault 


Donation to Arena Building Fund. Left to right 
Lion Ontario (Bret) Toniolo and Tom Hoare 
Canvasser. 











Lion Members, left right: Jack Ruddy, Peter Van Der Henne, 
Armand Fantin, Bill Sleaver, Phil Gniazdoski, Gino (Tepper) 
Caverson 





The Club presently has a total of 24 membets and is very 
active in community activities. 

Since formation, this International organization whose 
motto is “We Serve", has assisted in many worthwhile 
community activites and fund-raising events, and stresses 
that any funds which are raised are to be used to benefit 
the citizens of Coniston. 

This Club has donated $40,000 to the Coniston Arena for 
the purchase of such equipment as a scoreboard, Zamboni 
‘machine and plexiglass, $6,000 to furnish the common room 


Lions Donation o the Arena. Left to right: Phil Gniazdoski, Geno 
(Tepper) Caverson, Tom Paradis, Ed Bolan, Earl Box (District 
Governor) 









at the Senior Citizens’ Home “La Ruche de Coniston’’, 
funds to support local sports activities for both children and 
adults, and assisted many charitable organizations and 
‘community clubs. 

In addition, it has helped many disabled or needy people 
through the* purchase of such items as wheelchairs, 
eyeglasses, hearing aids, and food baskets, or through 
financial assistance, and each year assists in the canvass for 
the C.N.L.B, fund raising. 


‘the District À-S Convention. Front row left o right: Richard Roy, 3 Bus Drivers. Second row left 
to right Richard Legault, Pat Gauvreau, John Comeau, Third row left to right: Phil Gniazdosks, Joe Barbe, 








Ken (Ski) Glibbery, Tom Crowley 


Ray Bidal, Roger Sarazin 


o 





Coniston Citizens’ Band 


One of the organizations of which the Town of Coniston 
is justly proud, is the Coniston Citizens’ Band. 
Organized in 1931 by Albert Olivier, who recruited 
members, helped to buy instruments, and arranged practice. 
With the co-operation of Inco and Plant Manager, W.A. 
MacDonell, an unused customs building was given to the 
Band to be used as a Band Hall. Albert devoted many hours 


assisting individual members to learn music and develop a 
love for one’s instrument. The implementation of 
proficiency awards for his students brought about faster 
development of the band so that within a very short period. 
of time it was able to perform at public functions. Many 
owe a lot to Albert's dedication, 

In the early days of the band, over half of the young 









Coniston Band 1936. Front row left 1o right: lario Toniolo, Harold Smith, John Cerantola. Second row left to right: Aurele Lemieux. 
Erminio Modesto, Sam Sottile, Moresto Battstuzzi, Dan Totino, Joseph Mislinski, Fiori Benedetti, Mike Solski, Ugo Comacchio. Third 
row left 0 right: Guerino Gentile, Angelo Francheto, Philip Marin, Lawrence H. Hunt, T. Abbott, J. Hunt, Tiiano Oliver, Fourth 
row left right: Andrew Gobbo, Roger Martin, Tony Fera, Gino Sartor, Julio Baggio; Hector Charette 


Coniston Band 1970. Front left to right: Nicole Labelle, Eddie Bon, Brent Zuliani, Gerard Caverson, Cathy Bagelo, Franca Squu 
Brenda Modesto, David Soroko, Mark Bon, Kevin Keenan, Dennis Gervais, Richard Gervais, Second {et to right: Collen Barnes, Karen 
Conlon, Joan Duncan, Mary Cook, Barbara Armstrong, Francine Core, Ivy McNamara, Frank Wiliams. Third left to right: Laura 
Veno, Lilian Bezzubyk, Susan Modesto, Karen Muraska, Pauline Comacchio, Christopher Barnes, Wayne Cook, Richard Paluch, Enio 
Pidutt, Zyemond Paluch, Walter Soroko. Back left right: Franco Brunatto, Randy Lalonde, Bernard Oliver, Ann Marie Alberton, 
Gino Sartor, Redenie Buifon, Dan Totino Bandmaster, David Venturi, John Pidutt, Jim Benedetti, Harold Smith 
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Coniston Band 1942. Front left to right: Geno Sartor, Bruno Solski, Nick Solski, Harold Smith, lario Toniolo, Frank Totino, Gino 
‘Baldsera, Tiziano Olver, Erminio Modesto, Graham Chabot, Julio Bageio. Back let to right: Mike Solski, Guerino Gentle, John Cerantol, 
Ralph Chiswell, Nido Battistuzei, Roger Martin, Phil Martin, Hector Charette, Dan Totino Bandmaster, Lawrence Hunt, Joe Mislinski, 





Moresto Batistuzzi, Aurele Lemieux, Ugo Comacchio, Fiori Benedetti, Angelo Franchett 


people of the town were band members at one time or 
another. 

In 1935, Dan Totino, “a musician from Toronto” came 
to Coniston to visit his parents and decided to stay and 
conduct the band, which he did for forty years. To have 
continued even for a lesser period of time required an 
enormous amount of dedication and self-sacrifice. Dan 
qualified on both counts. Many of those who went through 
the Coniston Band system and became accomplished 
musicians owe it to Dan’s efforts. 

The band was never a large one, thirty-four members 
being its greatest enrolment. It played concerts in all towns 
around Sudbury, from North Bay to Sault Ste. Marie. One 
Of its highlights was playing for the King and Queen when 
they visited Sudbury in 1939 on their Trans-Canada Tour, 
‘The band played at holiday and military parades, meetings, 
picnics, concerts and radio broadcasts. 


‘The band always took first prize in band competitions and 
two former members are playing and teaching in a military 
band in the armed forces. 

À committee of INCO executives and town bi 
looked after the financial affairs of the band. 

The first president was W.A. MacDonel followed by 
ELT. Austin, Fred Murphy and Roy Snitch. Other very active 
members were A. Desautel, Paul Hugli and Frank Parker 








INCO was the major sponsor maintaining the building, 
paying for uniforms and giving employment to most of the 
members. 

Radio, TV and automobiles all contributed to a decline 
in enrolment and attendance, and the band finally had to 
fold 

‘The band hall is still there, but only the memories remain. 
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Boy Scouts 


Boy Scouts, 921, First row ef 10 right; ? Halverson, Albert Deeks. 
Second row lef to right; Ted Fitzgerald, ?, ?, Campbel Sinclair, 
Rev. G.L Kimber, Jack Fitzgerald, Jack Cresswell, Leslie Cresswell. 
Third row left to right; Wille Hall, Tom Simms, Artie Johnson, 
Wilf Bray, John Halverson, Mili Olivier, Edward Wright, Harley 
Comerford 

Barly records indicate that the Scout movement 
‘commenced in 1920 in Coniston, under the leadership of 
Reverend G.I. Kimber, Anglican Church Minister 

Names such as Willie Hall, Tom Simms, Arte Johnson, 
Willie Bray, John Halverson, Millie Olivier, Harley 
Comerford, Red Wright, Ted and Jack Fitzgerald, Jack and 
Leslie Cresswell, and Albert Deeks, appear as Scouts of the 
day. 

In 1927, Bruce MeCrindie is recorded as Scoutmaster 
heading up a Scout Hockey Team, with fellows like Jack 
Stacey, Eli Rainville, Dado Olivier, Toe Blake, Leslie 
Cresswell and Larry Lafranc 

‘There is no record of the Scout movement in Coniston 
for the next twenty years. First records that are available 
show activities in 1950. A Boy Scout camp site was 
established on Windy Lake. The District Cubmaster was 
Merwin Joy. Cubmaster of the Second Coniston Troop was 
‘Art Gobbo. Randy Peterson, Nelson Chalut, Mansel Chezzi 
and Frank Sottile were part of the movement. 

In 1951, the District Scoutmaster was P.L. Peterson of 
Coniston. R.V. Keffer was Scoutmaster of the Ist Coniston 
Troop. W.E. Poirier was in charge of the 2nd Coniston 
Troop and T-E. Geoffrey was Assistant Scoutmaster of the 
2nd Coniston Troop. 

In 1952, Ed Orendorff was President of the local Scout 
organization. Cubmaster was Art Gobo and Scoutmaster 
was Bill Poirier. Going into 1953, J.C. Rogerson was 
Chairman of the District Association with George Maher 
and George Schmidt in charge of the packs, and Oscar 
Paradis, Chairman of the Coniston Committee. 

‘The Ist Coniston Scout Group was reorganized in the mid 
1950's by a group of interested citizens under the leadership 
of Roy Snitch, Jack Rogerson, Einar Strom, Bill Pigott 
Reverend Addison and Reverend Chabot. With renewed 
enthusiasm, the new Group Committee began recruiting 
leaders for the Cub and Scout Sections. Among these new 
leaders were Argyle Eastwood, Jim Metcalfe, Art Gobbo 
and Helen Hayden. As time went by, these leaders were 
replaced by Mr. and Mrs. Paradis, Ken Hagen, Ron Squires 
and Leo Quesnel, 
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‘Throughout those years, the group was a very active one, 
taking part in not only their regular meeting activities, bu 
also enjoying an extensive outdoors program and 
community service activities, Members of the Scout troop 
in the early 1960's have many fond memories of the summer 
camping trips to Lake Agnew under the leadership of Ron 
‘Squires and Leo Quesnel. Many close friendships developed 
during those summer nights “under canvas”, and a lot of 
valuable outdoor skills were learned, 

In 1965, James Hugli was asked to approach the Coniston 
Legion Branch 427 about the possibility of the Legion taking 
over sponsorship of the group. The Legion accepted the 
invitation and appointed Mr. Hugli as their representative 
‘on the Group Committee, Argyle Eastwood served as Seeretary- 
‘Treasurer during this period. The group was going strong by 
this time and numbers in the Cub Pack were reaching close 
to 50, so the Group Committee decided that it would be 
necessary to start a second pack. Gertrude Duncan served 
as Cubmaster for A-Pack, while Veeda Armstrong and 
Wayne Hugli served as Cubmasters for B-Pack. 

Wilfred Armstrong and Richard Kay took over the 
positions of Scoutmasters for the troop. At this time, the 
‘committee also saw a need for a Rover Crew, to meet the 
needs of the many boys who were becoming 100 old for the 
troop but wished to continue with their membership in the 
movement. Leo Quesnel was approached to fill the role of 
Rover Leader, a position which he filled, admirably, for a 
number of years. 

The Ist Coniston Rover Crew chose the name “Leckin 
Latipac” as its crew name (nickel capital spelled backwards). 
I was a very active group that became involved with many 
events in the District. One very memorable experience was 
the important role that the crew played in the Ontario 
Provincial Rover Meet held in Dowling. The Coniston group 
was very heavily involved in the planning and running of 














this large gathering of Rover Scouts from all over the 
Province. 





Snitch, Gerald Venturi, Gary Carscallen, Brian Cunningham, Dan 
Totino, Wayne Husll, Ronald Squires, Donald Keir, Keith Moyer, 
Hans Rogerson, Rodney Cleaver, Paul Snitch, 
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Front row left to right; Bobby Cleaver, Lorne Kidd, Wayne Henderson, Donald Metcalfe, Larry Henderson, Jimmie Kidd, Jackie Pilkington, 
‘Back row: Johnnie Price, George Muirhead, P. Quesnel, Jackie Rogerson, Donny Cresswell, Grant Wilson, David Martin Jerry Cleaver, 


‘lag John Stacey. 


With the advent of the new Scout program in 1968, many 
changes took place in the organization of the Scout Troop, 
and two new leaders, Lindsay Fourniet and Norman 
Quesnel, joined the group. The new Venturer program for 
boys age 14 to 17 came into existence at that time. Richard 
Kay and Wayne Hugli took their wood-badge training in 
Venturer so that a group could be formed locally. The Ist 
Coniston Venturer Company was formed shortly afterward, 
and operated for many years in the community. In later 
years, Lindsay Fournier, Gerald Venturi, Vivian Chambers 
and Gary Witherell served as Venturer Advisors. Meetings 
were held in the old “Rover Den”, a small one-room garage 
outside the INCO Community Centre that had been donated 
by INCO a few years earlier. 

In 1969, Wayne Hugli assumed the position of Group 
Committee Chairman, Ernest Barbe served as Secretary and 
Argyle Eastwood continued in the role of Treasurer. Diane 
Kay, Pauline Spencer, Wayne Hugli, Sandra Boyd and 
Debbie Barbe worked with the Cub Pack while Richard Kay, 
Leslie Cresswell, Fred Desloges and Roger Spencer served 
‘as Scout Leaders 

In 1971, John Allison took over the position of Group 
‘Committee Chairman and continued to serve inthis capacity 
until the group folded in 1973. 

During these last few years of operation, the group 
invested in a piece of property on the Wahnapitae River 
which was leased from the Ministry of Lands and Forests 
for a nominal fee of $25 per year. Much clearing and 
brushing was done on the property. À dock, dining shelter 
and toilet facilities were erected. Ail of the work was done 
by the boys and their leaders. Materials and supplies were 
provided through generous donations from the Coniston 
Legion, and through money raising efforts of the Group. 
The property was very extensively used by the Cubs, Scouts 
and Venturers. When the Group folded, the lease was 
allowed to lapse and the property reverted to the Ministry 

‘Things were quiet on the Scouting scene for the next seven 
years in Coniston. Many of the people who had been actively 
involved had moved away and there seemed to be no one 
to take their places. 

Early in 1980, Sudbury District Council was asked to 
explore the possibility of reviving the group for a third time, 
‘A meeting was held at St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Church, 
with parents of Cub and Scout age boys, to determine 
‘whether there was sufficient interest to get the group started 
again. District Commissioner Wayne Hugli and District 


















David Tayior, George Evershed, Dale Muirhead, Verdell Price, Alvin Chiswel, Bob Muirhead. Cub Master, Argyle Eastwood, Cub holding 


Council President Jock Thom were able to recruit enough 
people to form a new Group Committee and get the group 
off the ground. 

Leo Quesnel agreed to act as the new Group Committee 
Chairman, Nancy Bertrand became the new Secretary and 
Janis Kesek became the Treasurer. Other committee 
members included Gertie Riles, Marsha Paulin and Tullio 
‘Squarzolo. The committee was able to recruit leaders to run 
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts by the end of the year. Sandra 
Boyd, Donna Wylie and Flo McIntyre worked with the 
Beavers, Brian Olivier, Richard Paulin and James Angove 
‘worked with the Cubs, and Victor Henderson, Fred Desloges 
and Richard Mongeon worked with the Scouts. 

The Legion was again approached to act as the Group's 
sponsor and agreed to serve in that role until 1982. In 1982, 
a group of interested parents assumed sponsorship of the 
group. 

The 1st Coniston Scout Group today is as strong and 
‘active as it ever was. Many of the boys and young men who 
passed through the group have gone on to continue working 
in Scouting at the local level as well as the district evel. This 
speaks well for the quality of the program that has been 
provided through the years by the many adult volunteers 
who have served with the group. 





Wolf Cubs, 1954. Front row left to right; Tommy Hood, John 
Stacey, Lloyd Beil, Bob Hayden, Gordon Cleaver, Raymond 7. 
Second row: Vincent Vellow, Raymond Cameron, Victor 
Henderson, Wayne Henderson, Kenny Cresswell, Rod Eastwood, 
Norman Eyre. Third row; Jimmy Evershed, Jimmy Rorson, Bobby 
Ballantyne, Steve Horton, Patty Kidd, Jimmy Hart. Fourth row; 
Cub Master, Helen Hayden, Janet Rogerson 
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The historical researchers of the Guiding movement in 
Coniston regret the lack of statistics. Much of the material 
relevant to Guide and Brownie activity has apparently been 
lost or misplaced over the years. That which is accessible 
pertains to the Local Association which met on a yearly 
basis, 

This regrettable lack of information must surely point up 
the necessity of keeping accurate, dated records by anyone 
in office in order that a factual and interesting history might 
be available 10 posterity 

À letter from former Division Commissioner, Helen 
Hayden, mentions that the Guiding movement in Coniston 
began in the early 1940 with the formation of a Local 
Association, 
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Girl Guides 1945. First row left to right; Evelyn Copps, Juletta 
“Deedee” MeKeral, Shirley Gagnon, Lucille Gosselin, Lorraine 
Gosselin, Joyce McLean, Marguerite Barbe, Margaret Ladurante, 
‘Second row; Betty Brown, Jeanine Quesnel, Ethel McLean, Martha 
Barbe, Mary Curlook, Anita Prevost. Third row: Libra Alberton, 
Margaret MeKerral, Jacqueline Renaud, Mrs. Jim Forestell 
(Lieutenant), Jean Pugliese, Mae Olivier, Irene Lalonde, Mary 
Geoffrey, Rose Gobbo (Captain), Pearl Chicquen. 


Records reveal that Rose Beland (nee Gobbo) started the 
First Coniston Guide Company at this time, assisted by Mrs. 
Margaret Forestell, who continued as Guide Leader after 
Mrs, Beland left in 1945. Meetings were held in the basement 
of Notre Dame de Merci Roman Catholic Church, and 
‘continued for some years in the Community Hall The Local 
Association of the Guides and Brownies was formed in 1944 
and met on a yearly basis. 

In 1950, there were 25 Guides in the First Company and 
the Commissioner was Rose Ann Poirier. District 
‘Commissioner for Sudbury was Mrs. D.H. Forster. Records 
show that in September 1950 there were 26 Guides enrolled 
in Coniston First Company, five of these working on first 
class status and six on Tenderfoot (Brownies). At this time, 
Ruth E. Maher was Brown Owl. Summer camping activities 
included a marshmallow roast, biking and nature rambles. 
Five girls attended Brownie camp and eleven attended Girl 
Guide camp. 

On October 16, 1950, a meeting of the Local Association 
was held at the home of the president, Mrs. Mary McKerral, 
with eight members present. Aileen Olivier represented the 
Local Association at Sault Ste. Marie that year. 

In 1952 some interesting facts were recorded about a camp 
meeting for Sudbury and district held at the Red Cross 
rooms in Sudbury. The camp committe in office at this time 
consisted of Mrs. Ashcroft, commandant; Mrs. Irvin, 
secretary; Mrs. Forster, ‘assistant treasurer; Mrs. 
‘McCandless, transportation; and Mrs. Garrow, staff. 
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The Guiding Movement In Coniston 





Attendance at Guide camp in 1952 was 268 and in 1953, 270. 
‘The major problem facing the district conference concerned 
the financing of the camp and it was thought that by raising 
the registration fees, this problem might be alleviated 

In 1953, Mrs. LI. Simcox chaired the Fourth Area 
Conference held February 26 in Espanola, Sixty-five people 
answered roll call, 39 of these being from the Sudbury 
Division. The treasurer's report showed a balance of 
5126.39. During this meeting it was moved by Mrs. Leeman, 
and seconded by Mrs. Lemke “that at dinner all people in 
uniform remove hats" 

As well, it was noted that membership in the Guide 
movement in the area had increased to over 600! There were 
19 Brownies registered in the First Brownie Pack, Coniston, 
Brown Owl was Mrs. Patricia Hansen, and Tawny Owl, 
Mrs. Audrey Veno. Local Association President was Mrs 
Eugene Olivier 

Guides in the First Company numbered 24 in 1954. Mrs, 
Helen Hayden was appointed Captain and her lieutenants 
were Mrs. Annette Poitier and Mrs. Marilyn Kirwan. Brown 
(Owl was Mrs, Margaret Forestell and Tawny Owl, Audrey 
Veno. 

‘The 1955 statistics for the Local Association revealed that 
there were 10 members with Mrs. Eugene Olivier acting as 
chairman. À report on the year’s activities noted that the 
L.A. had provided one used uniform for an under-privileged 
Brownie; the purchase of Guide supplies for the First 
Coniston Company; the sponsorship of a Communion 
breakfast for Guides and Brownies and donations to Camp 
Hazelmere. Three members from Coniston attended an area 
conference in North Bay this year 

Brownie enrollment in 1955 was up to 39, with six 
members receiving Gold Bar status. Mrs. Helen Hayden was 
Captain of the First Brownie Pack and Merle Orendorff was 
Tawny Owl. 











Brownies 1945, First row lft to right; Linda Argentin, M. Blake, 
‘Connie Bailey, Nora Bloemmen, Matilda Demarchi, Shirley Leclair, 
Stella Rapsky, Shiela Conlon, Patricia Forestell. Second row: 
“Aury Cresswell, Mary Argentin, Jean Balser, Ida Deluca, Janet 
Martineilo, Mary MeGrath (leader), Mary Venturi, Virginia 
“Arezza, Lydia Prenol, Barbara Brown, Mary MeKerral. Third row: 
Stella Kiersta, Judy Comacchio, Katherine MeKerral, Annie Sot, 
Eveline Libralesso, Caroline Daypuk, Mary Holunga, Mary 
Werstiuk, Mary Geryk 











Girl Guides 1948-49; Front row ef to right; Merle Orendorff, Rose 
Poirier (leader), Jeanette Chalu, Lorraine Chiswell. Back row; 
‘Audrey Cresswell, Katherine MeKerral, Shiela Conlon, Patricia 
Foresiell, Juletia MeKerral, Claudette Carriere, Barbara Pascoe 


Under the chairmanship of Mrs. Eugene Olivier in 1958, 
the year’s activities included a pie festival, teas, cleaning of 
‘huts and opening up of the camp at Hazelmere and purchase 
of mattresses for same. 

In 1961, Diane Leclair (nee Cresswell) became Brownie 
Leader of the First Company Pack and is active in this role 
to this day. Each year Diane plans some new venture for 
the Brownies, taking them to various places of interest, 
education and amusement throughout Ontario. 

On March 3 and 4 of 1961, an Algonquin Area Annual 
Conference was held in the Oak Room of the Windsor Hote! 
in Sault Ste. Marie 

Area Commissioner, Mrs. Cameron, submitted a short 
address to the assembly and Division Commissioner, Mrs 
Helen Hayden, gave an area report, commenting on the 
ratifying growth throughout the years of Guiding in the 
Algonquin area. She noted that “our” Guide family had 
grown to a total of 4,640! An increasing number of Guides 
were attending summer camp and these camps were well- 
run and wel-staffed. 

Head table guests at a 1963 banquet in Coniston included 
‘Area Commissioner Mrs. Cameron; Division Commissioner 
Mrs, Hayden; Deputy Division Commissioner Mrs. Taylor; 
A. Rivard, R. Squires, C. Duncan, and Bob Cresswell, 
Scouters; Brownie Leaders Diane Cresswell, Jean Modesto, 
Lynn Bray and Mrs. Gagnon; Guide Leaders Gail Cresswell, 
Lesley Slimmon and Karen Sartor; Ranger Leader Mes. Marian 
Quesnel. 

The 1967 Algonquin annual meeting saw Falconbridge 
Community Hall as its site. Items on sale at this meeting 
were: Supplement for the Guides Handbook at 25¢; History 
of Girl Guides in Ontario and a new Brownie Record selling 
for $1.25 plus tax! Mrs. Isaac gave a brief outline of the 
highlights of Centennial year in the Algonquin area. Mr 
J. Thom, Deputy Commissioner of Boy Scouts for Canada, 
and Mr. Holmes, Superintendent of Falconbridge Nickel 
Mines, extended greetings. The Algonquin area financial 
statement saw a balance as of January 1, 1968 of $3,180.09. 

Queen Elizabeth School in Sault Ste. Marie hosted the 
1968 Local Association meeting attended by 201 
representatives. Mrs. H.F. Crosby, Ontario Provincial 
‘Commissioner, greeted the assembly, and Mrs. L. Quesnel 
from the Sudbury division submitted a division report. Guest 

















Clockwise ler to right; Linda Keir, (erouched), Barbara Quinlan, 
?. Margaret Bryce, Marion Quesnel, Elaine Cataford, Sandra 
Bryce, Mary Hagen 





speaker was Mrs. W.M. Bissell, Council Consultant for the 
National Staff for Girl Scouts of America. Mrs. J. Isaac, 
Ontario Deputy Provincial Commander, was among the 
honoured guests, At this gathering an emphasis was placed 
on the conservation of nature by all members of the Guiding 
movement. Three seedlings of the White Pine of Ontario 
were presented to each honoured guest to take back and 
plant on their respective camp sites. “We, as leaders, must 
nurture the growth of the young.” Mrs. Bissell pointed out 
the similarities of Canadian Guides and American Girl 
Scouts and with this international exchange “we develop 
friendship and understanding. "" 

The site for the 1969 annual area conference was the 
Copper Cliff Secondary School. The guest speaker was Mrs, 
R. Ungar. Division reports from Sudbury were given by Mrs. 
L- Quesnel and Mrs. A. Farquharson, 

Financial statements revealed that at the end of the fiscal 
year 1970, the bank balance of the First Coniston Guiding 
Company was $183.72 as compared with $259,68 in 1969. 

At present, in 1982, there are 30 Guides, 33 Brownies and 
12 Rangers in Coniston, 
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Parker, Danna Hs, 





75 









Armistice Day 1918 on First Ave, 


By early 1946, most veterans had received their discharges 
from the armed forces and returned to their home towns, 
and once more settled into the routine of civilian life. But 
most of them missed that esprit de corps and comradeship 
they had experienced while aboard ship, as a soldier in a 
regiment, or an airman in a squadron, 

To retain this spirit, the veterans living in Coniston began 
meeting on a regular basis, and decided to apply for a charter 
to become a branch of the Royal Canadian Legion. They 
were greatly assisted by two members of the Copper Cliff 
Legion, Mr. Dune Finlayson and Mr. J.R. Simcox, who 
were also Inco officials. These two World War I veterans 
were instrumental in persuading Inco to remodel the upper 
floor of the Coniston Community Hall to be used rent free 
as Legion Club rooms. These premises were occupied by the 
branch for about fifteen years. 

In October of 1946, the branch received its charter with 
the following listed as charter members: Jack Angove, Ernie 
Bray, Roy Bray, Charlie Bryce, Janet Bryce, Bob Carriere, 








Legion Branch 427 Charter Presentation 1947. Left to right; Dr. 

FALE, Starr, (Zone Commander), D. Finlayson, (President of 
Copper Cliff Legion), President William Easton, and Secretary 

James Forestll 
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Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 427 








Bill Easton, Jim Forestell, Jim Hugli, Joe Laprairie, Al 
Leblanc, Lyle Montgomery, Dick Morehead, P.J. McKerral, 
Bill McLaughlin, Geno Olivier and Bill Pigott. The first 
president was Bill Easton, with Jim Forestel as secretary- 
treasurer. First World Wat veterans such as Albert Dubery, 
Dick Morehead, Bill McLaughlin, Ernie Bray and Vis Olivier 
were a source of leadership and strength to the young 
veterans, 

‘The branch held regular meetings monthly, had many 
enjoyable get-togethers and worked hard together in fund 
raising affairs, Many veterans remember the good times 
enjoyed on the second floor of the Community Hall, 
especially on New Year's Eve and St, Patrick's Day. But 
November 11, Remembrance Day, is especially dear to 
veterans. Each year a parade was organized with a band 
Teading the way and with participating groups from the town 
such as Guides, Brownies, Scouts, Cubs, Firemen, and other 
service clubs. Wreaths were laid and a religious service 
conducted by the town’s clergymen. After the parade, all 
who had taken part were welcomed to an open house in the 
club rooms, In conjunction with November 11, a Poppy Day 
was organized to raise funds to assist needy veterans and 
their families. 

In 1953, the members of the branch constructed a concrete 
cenotaph on the lawn of the Community Hall. On it were 
placed plaques, listing the veterans from Coniston who had 
‘made the supreme sacrifice in the two world wars. In 1967, 
the site of the cenotaph was moved to the new park, 
dedicated during Canada’s Centennial Year. The first 
cenotaph was designed by Vito Totino and the second by 
Leo Poitier. 




















Initiation of Members and Installation of Officers, Coniston Legion 
Branch 4427, Feb, 13, 1947. President Bill Allen of the Sudbury 
Branch reading the pledge to the new members while his namesake 
Bill Allen of Falconbridge, serves as serseant-at-arms. Faces that 
can be recognized leftto right; James Forestel, Bill Caba, George 
Viau, Bill Easton, Albert Dubery, Nick Zahorouski, Felix Benol, 
Emie Bray, J.P. Kirwan, Mrs. Charles Brsce. 








Arranging welcoming ceremonies for servicemen and women. 
Expressing pride in the military achievements of their sons and 
‘daughters and gratitude for their loyal service to their country on 
behalf of the citizens of Coniston the committee presented scrolls 
and gifts 10 all the veterans. Coniston Committee July 1946. 

‘Seated left to right; Joe Bloemman, Ed. Orendorff, Sid Smith, 
Mrs. Annie Walker, ILC. Rogerson, Dan Totino. Standing left 10 
right; Andy Halverson, Fred Cresswell, Wiliam McLaughlin, Jean 
Marie Bidal, John Bliowus, Dan Foresell, Francis Forestel, 





About 1960, interest by the members began to lapse 
Tribute must be paid to the late Jim Packer, a long-time 
president of the branch. This dedicated veteran worked very 
hard to keep the organization together. One of the reasons 
for the lack of interest was the branch could not obtain a 
Liquor License, since it did not own the club rooms. About 
this time, the branch purchased the vacant church owned 
by St. Michael’s Ukrainian parish on William Street. The 
members rallied together, remodelled the building, installed 
new furnishings and obtained a club license from the 
L.C.B.O. 

Since the branch was formed, it has been very involved 
in community affairs. Bill McLaughlin donated a trophy in 
the Legion's name 10 be given on an annual basis 10 the 
midget hockey champions in Coniston’s Minor Hockey 
League. The Legion has financially supported minor 








Legion Ausilary, May 1949. Left to righ Mrs. George Halverson, 
Mrs, Bill McLaughlin, Mrs. Gene Olivier, Mrs. Stan Jeffrey, Ms 
Jack Angove, Mrs. Jim Forestell, Mrs. Joe Lapraire. 





Some of the Veterans Honoured. Front seated eftto right; S. Burd, 
G.A. Leblane, Bill Pigott, Jean Conton, Bill Easton, Bill McKee 
Second row left to right: R.J. Carriere, J.P. MoKerral, H. 
Davidson, John Leonard, Jack Angove, LJ. Laundriaul, A. 
Johnson, V-J. Conlon, Bil Poirier, Ermo Modesto, Don Keir, Stan 
Jeffrey, Rev. G.0. Cox. 









baseball and track and field. The adults have not, been 
forgotten; dart and bowling leagues have been organized. 
The branch sponsors a public-speaking contest among the 
students of the town. This isa great opportunity for young. 
people to gain training and self-confidence. ‘The branch 
‘winners then go to compete in zone, district and provincial 
finals. The Legion also sponsors the Coniston Boy Scout 
Troop. 

‘An award is given annually 10 the best junior music 
student at the Garson-Falconbridge High School 


Mrs. Annie Walker presenting scroll to Private Joe Gauthier. 
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In any organization, the president is the key to whether 
it is a success for failure. Branch 427 has been fortunate in 
having many dedicated men heading its affairs. The 





following are the past presidents. 
1946-48 


Bill Easton 
Jack Angove 





Clovis Olivier 
1953 Stan Jeffrey 
1954 Tom Hoare 
1985 Ted Morrison 
1956-57 Bill Walker 
1958-65 Jim Packer 
1966 Bill Walker 
1967 ‘Albert Gallant 
1968 Jack Allison 


PNR 2 
Dedication of cenotaph 1953 with Silver Cross mothers Mrs. Helen Chabot, Mrs. Rosalie La France and Mrs. Lena Forestell and others 
in attendance. 
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Taking the salute on November 11, 196. 
Left to right: Silver Cross Mother 
Forestell, Reviewing Officer, Silver Crass 
Mother Helen Chabot, Rev. Father Theodore 
Pryima, Mike Solski, Mayor. 








Harold Collier 
Lyl Wolfender 
Jack Allison 
Harry Barton 
Francis Ross 
Sandy Oost 
Francis Ross 
For over 30 years, James Forstell devoted his time and effort 
as Treasurer of this branch, 

Now that the sons and daughters of veterans can be 
enrolled as members, the future of the Legion seems assured 
Over the years, the branch had an average enrollment of 
100 members, so this can be sustained with these new and 
younger people, for the average age of the veteran is over 
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World War 1 
BAKER, Massey + FREELS, J MeMILLAN, Malcolm J. RANELLI, Jor 
BELL, Matthew GEOFFREY, Vincent E.  MeMULLEN, Harry RANELLI, Raymond 
BERRIGAN, LE * GOREM, M MeNAMARA, Elmer * RIGBY, H. 
BRENNAN, LE. GRIGG, Harold * METCALFE, GE. * ROBERTSON, JA 
CHAPMAN, Harley M. HARMÈR, Robert T.  MOREHEAD, R. ROBINSON, Robert 
CHERRY, B. HARMON, Edmund * MUIRHEAD, $. SHOUP, John M 
CLARK, F.W * HARMON, Roy MULLIGAN, Pat SIMMS, Robert B. (M.M.) 
CLEMENTS, Edward HOUGH, Wilfrid J OLIVIER, Léctance SWITZER, Wilfrid M 
CRAMPTON, Ernest. KIRWAN, Tom OLIVIER, C. + TUDDENHAM, Wes 
RIPPS, Ernest A LECLAIR, Pete PAQUETTE, Edmund WALSH, Roderick D. 
DAY, E.G. LIZOTTE, Albert PARKER, Alex WASS, Wm. 
DRYBROUGH, John * LONG, À PILCHER, E.J. WHITE, Richard 
FLEMING, James MeCALLISTER, Gordon PREVOST, Alfred WILSON, Earl J. 
FLEMING, Michael E.  MeLEOD, Donald L * PREVOST, LE. WULFF, 1. 
ITALIAN RESERVISTS 
World War L 
ANGELO, Simoni BATEL, Antonio COMACHIO, Martino MASER, Marco 
ATELIO, Marion BERGAMIN, Angelo DOLFATI, Antonio MASER, Natale 
BALDESERA, Atelio  CALAVARA, Stephano ENGINA, Fero MASSAROTTO, A. 
BALDESERA, Ladovich CARON, Federico FASOM, Ricardi PARISOTTO, Lucian 
BALDUR, Maximilian CARON, Giovani LUCOTTE, Giovani SIMONETTO, Giovani 
BASO, Valentino COLLETTI, Domenico MASSE, Marin STEPHAN, Guisseppi 
CONISTON VETERANS VATORIO: Stats 
ck World War II 
CONLON, V. HOOD, F MAIZUK, Wm. POIRIER, Wm. 
BAGGIO, J. COPPO, Blanche HUGLI, J MALETTE, A. RANELLI, Bertha 
* BALLANTINO, D. COPPS, Ted HILL, À MARLIN, J. RIVARD, 8. 
BARRAZZUOL, N. COUSINEAU, D. ISMAY, J. MARTIN, A. ST. PIERRE, Rev. O. 
BARNOSKI, J COX, Rev. G JEFFREY, S. MARTIN, F. (Chaplain) 
BELANGER, À (Chaplain) JOHNSON, A MELNYK, GI. SHALATYNSKI, M. 
BELOWOS, W._ *’* CRAMPTON, H.* JONASSON, D.H. MICK, E.C. SHREEVE, F. 
BENOIT, F CREMA, A. KEIR, D.D. MICK, KE SMITH, H. 
BIDAL, P. CRESSWELL, D. KILIMNIK, W MODESTO, E * SOULE, C. 
BLACK, Wm DALE, KILBRIDE, A. MONTGOMERY, L. SOLISKI, J 
BLAKE, LA. DAVIDSON, H.  KIRWAN, D. MOYER, B. SOLSKI, J 
BRAY, H DESAUTELS, J.L. KIRWAN,MS.  MOYER, V SPENCER, W. 
DESFORGES, Jos. KUBY, M McKEE, Wa. * STALKER, A. 
EASTON, WH. KUBY, S. MekERRAL, A. STALKER, 6. 
EVERITT, J LABELLE, A. McKERRAL, D. STEWART, E. 
BUCKACHESKI, F. EVERSHED, W.R. LADURANTE, R.  MeKERRAL: G.  SWEANEY, G. 
BURD, S FANTIN, A. LAFORGE, N McKERRAL, P. THIBAULT, A. 


CABA, Wim, 
CABA, WI. 
CARRIERE, R 
CATAFORD, M. 
CHABOT, C. 
CHABOT, E, 

* CHABOT, 1.1.6. 
*** CHABOT, R 


CHARLEBOIS, A. 
CHARRON, LiL 
CHARRON, S.D. 
CHISWELL, R 

* CLARKE, C.J 
COMIN, B. 
COMIN, J 
CONLON, Jean. M 


FORESTELL, J.  LALONDE, M OLIVER, T. WALKER, T. 
* FORESTELL, R. LAPRAIRIE, LR. + OLIVIER, E.  WALKER, W.B. 
* FORESTELL, T. LAPRAIRIE, LR. * ONUSKI, M. WASILCHUCK, A. 
FRANCHETTO, A. LAPRAIRIE, 0. ONUSKI, W.B. * WEATHERBY, C. 
FRANCEY, H. LANDRIAULT, L.J. ORENDORFF, O. WILLIAMS, J. 
FRASER, L. LANDRIAULT, L.G. ORENDORFF, M. WELOSKI, Win. 

CHARLEBOIS, FrancGAUVREAU, O.  LAYCOCK, V.A. PAKALUCK, YALAWIRA, S. 
GAUTHIER, A.  LEBLANC, Geo. PARADIS, J. YOZKOWSKI, W 
GAUTHIER, J. LECLAIR, W. PARKER, D. ZAHOROUSKI, N 
GIROUX, R LEMIEUX, À PATTERSON, H.C. Korean War 
GODIN, R. LEONARD, C. PETTIGREW, H.M. CHAYKA, L 
GOSSELIN, L LEONARD, J.N. PELLETIER, R.  MeLAUGHLIN, W. 
GRIMARD, N.  * LOWN, J. PETRYNA, A. * Killed In Action 
* HALL, LP. LOWN, Vicki PIGOTT, JA. ** Prisoner of War 





CONISTON VETERANS 


HONOUR ROLL 

















* FORESTELL, D. + LAFRANCE, H 
FORESTELL, F.  LALONDE, A. 





** HALVERSON, G. LEPAGE, A.D. 














































McMENAMIN, I. VIAU, Geo, 
NORQUAY, LE, WALKER, C.H. 




















PIGOTT, Wm. s** Wounded 
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Jean-Louis 
Desautels 


John Lown 


Danny Forestell 


oof 






John E. Norquay 
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Some 
Who 
Served 











Angelo Franchetto 





Vincent J. Conlon 





James Huglt 





Eugene Olivier 


Norman Barazzuol 





Graham Chabot 


John Everitt, 


Hubert LaFrance 


Sieve Pakaluck 


Herbert R. 
‘Crampton 





Fred Hood 
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Robert Foresell 
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Patrick MeKerral 





Roy Pelletier 
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George Halverson ‘Stanley Jeffrey \ 
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Thomas Forestel 
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James Forestell 


Vincent Moyer 





William Pigott Bertha Rannell 


Fred Shreeve 





Jack À. Pigott 
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Charles Walker 








Jack Wolf 











Wiliam Colin Jac 
Soule 


Harold Bray 


‘ack Bryce ‘Alec Sialker 








Jack Wiliams 


Walter Kilimnik 
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William T. Bill Black Mike Shalatynski William Poirier Ralph Chiswell 
Evershed 
+ | 2 | 
Bernard Moyer Fred Buchacheski Arthur Thibault 


Tom Kirwin Wiliam Onuski Bill Ruddy 











Ethn 





ic Community 


Gathering at the ULFTA Hall, 1927. 


Left 10 right, back row: Bill Susla, Pete Uzenki, Panko Woronchak, Bill Buchowski, Nick 


‘Atamaniik, Pete Petryna, Fourth row: Nick Chuey, Bill Wowchuk, John Guran, ?, Alec Oshepko, Pete Duds. Third row; Bill Yarmavich, 


Zaharko Sesco, Nick Slimkowich, 2, Mike Pelehaty, Andrew Zaharoski. Second row; Alec Mo 
2, 2.7, 2, Tomko Chitka, First row (ladies); Olsa Atamaniuk, Katerina Verete, Annie Sesco, Fatima Procckiev, Mary Eu 


Lazarévic. 


‘The ethnic community in Coniston dates back to the 
industrial development of the town, commencing around 
1911 and growing in size with the transfer of the work force 
from Victoria Mine and the starting up of the smelter. 
Ukrainians, Poles and Italians were well represented, and 
records indicate that around 1925 there were approximately 
450 men, women and children of Ukrainian and Polish 
extraction living in Coniston. The Italian community was 
just as large, The town was settled largely in linguistic sectors 
‘and for many years carried the names. The south side of 
the CPR track was mainly inhabited by Ukrainians and 
Poles and was known as Polack Town. The Italians lived 
north of the tracks, west of Edward Avenue, and this sec- 
tion was called Italian Town. The French Canadians were 
in the main in the East Street area and this was known as 
Old Coniston or French Town. The company house area 
was called English Town, 

The majority of Ukrainian and Polish early residents 
coming to Coniston prior to World War I came from two 
areas known as Galicia and Bucovina, then under Austrian 
rule. After the war these areas became Poland with the 
exception of one small part of Bucovina, which was under 
Roumanian rule and after World War II became part of the 
Ukraine. 

Most of these settlers in the early days were farmers with 
limited education, knew hardship and deprivation in their 
homeland, and suffered discrimination in the new land 
However, they all had one thing in common, the 
82 


John Buchowski, Nick Yahodo, 
lak, Nelle 





appreciation of culture and music. They also had the need 
to master not only their own language, but also that of their 
new land, and above all to organize in the defence of their 
rights. It is therefore not surprising that in 1924 the 
Ukrainian Labour Farmer organization for men was formed 
and a year later a Benevolent Association was added and 
the women were organized. In 1926 a youth group was also 
in place. By 1925 a Labour Temple was built, and concerts, 
plays and bazaars were in full swing. Teachers were hired 
to conduet Ukrainian language classes for the youth, and 
music lessons for the string orchestra which was formed 
Not to be forgotten are the popular summer picnics that were 
held. At one time eighty percent of the Ukrainian inhabitants 
participated in these activities. 





In 1926 another group of Ukrainians, along with some 
who considered themselves Poles, decided to form another 
organization known as “Prosvit” and built a hall of their 
‘own at the corner of Edward Street South and Michael 
Street. This was done and cultural groups were formed 
Music classes, and Ukrainian and Polish language classes 
were started, as well as the presentation of plays and 
‘concerts. Most of these activities continued in the Prosvit 
Hall until 1934 when the hall burned down, except for Polish 
classes which were abandoned after a year when friction 
began between the two groups. The result was that the 
Ukrainians added a chapel to the hall for a place of worship 
while the Polish group went back to Our lady of Mercy 
Church. (Continued on Page 86) 








1926 - Some in attendance were: Wasyl Uren, Wassl Sawchuk, John Elenuik, John Parastuik, Mike Pelechaty, Steve Kulash, 

Bill Curlook, Theodore Yahod, Myron Kostaniuk, Stephanie Curlook, Katherine Vereta, Polucka Chitka, Natalka Susa, Nellie Lazarovich, 
Annie Radomski and son Bil, Joe Misiinski, Mike Horrik, Peter Yeenki, Panko Woronchak, Nick Slemkowich, Mary Jarmovitch, 
‘Bernice Buchowski, Woirko Shalatynsk e, Hrshorko Mike Siasko, Bill Hanornick, Prokop Holyk, Wasyl 
larmovich and son Nick, Yanko Slimkowich and daug 0 Seseo, annie Sesco, Wasylena Slimkowick, Sophie 
Rapsky, Fatima Procekiev, Mrs. Rose Uhren and son Bl, Mrs, Annie Melnyk and son Jack, Julia Zahorouski, Julia Baby, Justina Weloski 
Annie Kilmnik, Olea Atamanuik and Elizabeth, Annie Ogurion ard son Bil, Annie Rapsky, Katherine Shatatynski, 

Emilia Baronoski and son Joe, Josephine Melnyk, Mars Petryna, Mary Prymak and son Dan, Nick Chuey, Nick Tkachuk, Pete Marko, 
Pete Bereza Buchowski and son Steve, Mary Buchowski, Bill Onuski, Alex Petryna, Joe Kilimnik, George Wandiak, Dmytro 

bodian, Join Buzdagan 





Ukrainian Language Class of 1927, ULFTA Hall. Front left to right: John Slimkowich, Nellie Danluk, Annie Krezenowski, Mary Kostantuk, 
Mary Sallski, Josephine Melnyk, Nellie Persma, John Chmare, Mary Buchowski. Second row let to right: Andrew Zahorouski, Jean Dudyk 
Anne Zaroski, Alex Petryna, Helen Slimkowich, Stantey Horrick, Mary Peiryna, Mary Buchowski, Annie Petryna, Dolly Horrick, John 
‘Atamanite, Julia Zaroski, Steve Kutash teacher. Third row left to right: Olga Dudyk, Bill Buchowski, Mary Slimkowich, Helen Buchowsk 
Pearl Zulinski, Peter Kostaniuk, Koste Kostaniuk, Julia Buchowski, Elizabeth Atamaniuk, Peter Kowal, Irene Horrick, Olga Kostaniuk 


3 








nike Seve Sar See Bo: 
Novak, Mary Solis, 


‘uchowsk, Mary Onuski, Mary Shimkoich, 
Mary Surchuk, Helen Slimkowich, 2. 
‘Hucuak. Second row: Peter Black, John 
Simon ile Hl, ese Son, 


Stanley Hock oh on, Mie ‘ork, 
Mer Nelle Banu, 4 


Walter 





Ukrainian Drama ULFTA Group. The play “Battalion of 
Buchowshi, Bill Lazarovich, Bill Kryzanosi, 2, Sam Faat Second left to righ Yanko i 

Nellie Lazarovich, Bill Wowchuk, Julia Zaharouski, ? Pyremybida, ?, Paul Pelehu Sioviche Third If to right; 2, Walter 
Shupachoncti, George Bits, ?. Pere Unguran, À, Wincenty Wroblewski, ?, Alex Mojsut Wasp Prymack 
















Ukrainian Prosvta Executive: Front row left to right: Jacob 
‘Smolski, George Baby, Fred Behun, John Bronicheski. Second 
row leftto right: Bill Nahornik, John Jaworski, ? Pascharski, 
Karl Woronski. 








Ukrainian Prosvita Drama Group 1930. First 

i 10 right; Bill Baby, 2. Second row 
left 10 right; Joseph Yorovaski, Annie Baby 
Bill Nahornik, Julia Kulyk, Bill Belowus, 
‘Julia Baby, ?, Annie Kilimni, John Boyuk 
Third row left 10 right; Fred Behun, Lena 
Pachkowski, Nelle Todosichuk, Bill Panos, 
Julie Jason, Steve Woronchuk, Sophie 
Woronchuk, Peter Behun, ? Pasheharski. 
Fourth row left to right 2, John Bronichesi, 
Bill Smoiski, Steve Woronchuk, Jacob 
Smolski, Karl Woronski,?, George Baby, ? 











1e class 1328, at Prosvta Hal. First 
row; Annie Shalatsnski, John Baby, John Storozuk. Second row. 
Bill Black, Mary Onuski, Jessie SO, Tom Storozuk, Mike Sol: 
Bill Bilowus (teacher), Fred Belowos, Walter Belowos, Dan Jason 
Bill Onuski. Third row; Sophie Kilimnik, Mary Jason, Annie 
Storozuk, Walter Klimnik, George Baby, Mary Belowos, Mary 
Bah, Mary Solski, Annie Pachkowski, Dora Todosichuk. Fourth 
row; Sophie Black, Francis Storozuk, Mary Packkowski, Rose 
Todosichuk, Dan Baby, Mary Todosichuk, Bill Wasylenki, Jessie 
Storozuk, Millie Storozuk, Bill Pachkowski, Lena Baby, Mary 
Storozuk 


‘The Ukrainian Labour Temple operated until the early 
thirties when harassment and the fact that their leaders were 
involved in underground union activity in the area resulted, 
in its demise 

In 1936, the St. Michael's Church group, through an 
intermediary, bought the Labour Farmer Hall, added a 
chapel, and continued the cultural activity until a new church 
was built and opened in 1952, and the old building was sold 
to the Canadian Legion in 1960. Today, the Ukrainian 
community still continues in some of its early traditions, but 
these are centred only around the church. 

The Italian community in Coniston has been a fairly large 
‘one right from the early days. Some of them first came with 
the railroad, but the vast majority came with the beginning 
of the smelter. Like the Ukrainians and the Poles, they stuck 
together and settled mainly in one area of the town. In the 
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Ukrainian Ladies pose at a party. Front left o right; Julia Kiersta, Mary Deneka, Stephanie Curlook, Pauline Chywk, Mary Mel 
Jean Chuey, Justine Bilowus, Ann Storozuk, Ella Packota, Sophie Werstiuk, Mary Cobra, Pearl Chyz. Back row left to right; Mary 
Shelegey, Justine Weloski, Mary Doskoch, Annie Behun, Mary Krystia, Annie Danituk, Sophie Worobec, Nel Petryna, Albina Mislinski, 
Pearl Horrick 
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Ukrainian Dancers 1936 St. Michaels Church Hall. Front row left 
to right; Julie Yurchuk, Annie Susl, ?, Stella Kutash, Jennie 
Wroblewski, Sophie Daniluk, Helen Buchowski. Second row left 
12 right; Morris Wasylenki, Tony Worobec, John Weloski, Dance 
teacher Steve Yerichuk, John Buchowski, Walter Curlook, Bill 
Bilows, Walter Susla. Third row left to right; Helene Hajduk, 
Barbara Zyma, Olga Pasichnyck, Ann Pasichnyck, Helen 
Pasichnyck, Alexandra Yurchuk. 





early days the majority of them came from the Province of 
Treviso in Italy. They built no halls but the men in parituclar 
enjoyed the game of bocce in the summer, involving large 
gatherings, They were known for their large weddings and 
christenings. During the winters, card games and house 
gatherings were very popular. It was not until 1945 that the 
Italian community embarked on a hall building program, 
and Club Allegri came into being. It has since that da 
provided space for social activity, not only for 1 
inhabitants of Italian descent, but also for the entire 

Today, although the ethnie composition of the town is 
still noticeable, itis not as distinct as it was over fifty years 
ago. Inter-marriage and the acceptance of the Canadian way 
of life have prevailed. Nevertheless these groups helped 10 
enrich the way of life in this town. 
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Chub Allegri, 1970. 





Club Allegri’s humble beginnings were with a choir 
organized by Dan Totino to sing at an Italian Mission 
preached by Reverend Father Vallorosi at Our Lady of Mercy 
Church on March 15, 1944 

The same choir sang at the wedding of Andrew Gobbo 
and Helen Maizuk and, searching for an identity, they 
decided that since it was a Gobbo wedding they may as well 
call themselves the El Gob Club. On June 11 of that year, 
the El Gob Club held their first picnic. Such a fun time was 
had by all that the decision was made to officially name the 
group “Club Allegri” or, roughly translated, “The Happy 
Club”. Dan Totino became the founding President, Marina 
Franchetto the Secretary, and Elsa Caverson the Treasurer. 
On September 22 and November 24, Club Allegri sponsored 
their first dances at the Nickel Club. On September 12 of 
the following year, 1945, Club Allegri served its first meal 
at a spaghetti supper (what else) at the Community House. 
‘The kitchen heavies at that time were Ida Brignolio, 
Guglielmo De Marchi and Annina Boni. That same year the 
‘constitution was drawn up. 

In 1947 Dan's band commitments made it necessary 


him to relinquish the presidency and Gino Sartor was elected. 





























Giovanna Comacchio, Forina Zanutto, Ida 
Evershed. 


Leftorisht Ugo Comacehio, Gino Sartor, Pete Zanaïa, da Ever 
shed, Antonia Baldisera, Victor Alberton. 





to replace him. Before long there was talk of erecting a Club 
House. 

‘A benefactor, Alberico ‘Sperry’ Gentile was the propellant 
in the drive by donating lots 119, 120 and 121 at 47 Caruso 
‘Street to the members provided they erected a building on 
the site. A Ladies’ Auxiliary was formed, with Elda 
Brignolio elected President. A tradition associated with fine 
catering began, one which gained the ladies an enviable 
reputation and which has been growing ever since. 

‘in 1950, activities increased and the members began 
raising funds with suppers, picnics and social evenings. In 
February 1951, the first fifty dollars was advanced towards 
a building loan, Shortly afterwards, the loan was well 
subscribed. By September, construction was underway and 
a massive voluntary effort by the Italian community saw 
the hall completed sufficiently to hold a New Year's Eve 
Dance on December 31, 1951, with the Vic Brunatto wedding 
being the first function on the previous night. The Club 
Room was opened and the ladies were in the catering 
business. 

In June of 1952, the Club Room became licensed and, 
in July 1952, a charter was granted by the Provincial 
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‘Lejtto right; Olga Floreani Rose Caverson, Teresina Foreani, Teresina Slvesta 
Genoeffa Rossini, Anita Limarel 
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Dual Christening in 1915 of Florina Caverson and Ricardo Comin 






Secretary's Office, incorporating Club Allegri. The first 
directors of the Corporation were Gino Sartor, Silvio 
Floreani and Ugo Comacchio, with 153 registered members, 
thirty of whom were associate members. 

In September 1957, a permit was granted to build a second 
storey, a mezzanine floor, a bowling alley and bar facilities, 
‘a furnace room and a walk-in refrigerator addition, and six 
new washroom facilities. Again a loan was issued, and soon 
over-subscribed. During the construction, the Club Room 
remained open under the most difficult conditions and 
catering was suspended. Again, much voluntary help was 
contributed during consiruction by all members. The grand 
opening of the facility was on December 5, 1959. 

By late 1969 Club Allegri had become solvent and a 
mortgage burning banquet culminated the occasion. 

In 1970, additional renovations were made by extending 
the main hall over the furnace room to accommodate 270 
people. An addition was made to the north-east corner, 
enlarging the kitchen. Air conditioning was installed, the 
kitchen was modernized and new bar facilities were provided 
in the main hall, The success of Club Allegri in the past 30 
‘odd years is directly proportionate to the unselfish efforts 
of many of its members, and their progenitors, who gave 
countless hours of either voluntary, or token pay labour to 
ensure that their commitments were consummated. Thi 
dedication was complete and they did nothing in a 
perfunctory manner. The edifice stands as a witness to their 
benevolence, something for posterity to enjoy, provided they 
too are willing to exert a similar effort. Absit invidia. 











Giovanni Baggio 


The music makers Angelo Modesto 
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Left to right seated; Henrietta Gagnon, Lucille Gagnon, Yolanda 
Baidisera, Fiorina Zanutto, Mafaldo Sartor. Back row Tiziano 
Caverson, Tibby Caverson, Peter Gagnon, Ray Gagnon, Victor 
Baldisera, Inez Caverson, Gino Sartor & Tony Zanuto. 


‘Club honours Rena Visentin for her long and devoted service to the 
‘lub, She was the first volunteer cook and had the longest service 
as one, Rena and Giovanni 





Sports & Recreation Then and 











‘Spectator and participant sports have played a big role 
in the life of Coniston people, and the town has fad its share 
of top performers in just about every summer and winter 
pastime. Unfortunately not all the competitions and those 
‘who took part in them are well documented. Tn this effort 
Lo put together a family history and highlights of Coniston’s 
development, there was not the research time nor facilities 
to thoroughly delve into. all facets of the community's 
involvetnent in recreational and sporting activities 

In the following pages somie higblights from 70 years of 
hockey, baseball, soccer and softball are touched on. They 


are put together from a few records, scrapbooks and 
people’s memories. 

Within, the first year of Coniston’s existence its 
sportsminded citizens had organized teamis to play in what 
‘were then (and largely remain that way today) (he three 
main spectator sports — hockey, baseball and soccer. Team 
pichires have been preserved of the 1914 clubs in all three 
games. 

Softball, curling, badminton, tennis and other eames all 
developed in various degrees in the ensuing years, but their 
stories will have to be fully told at some future time, 





Baseball 





1914 Ball team. Left 10 right; Ray Hammond, ? Drake, Earl 
Remark, Earl Rice, Andy Long, Duff Wright, Alex Parker, 
Gordon MeAllister, Frank Parker, ? Jacobs, 


‘The history of baseball in Coniston goes right back to the 
beginning. In 1913, the year the smelter opened, there were 
three teams in the Nickel Belt League, Copper Cliff, 
Sudbury and Creighton. Coniston entered the following year 
but litte is known of this team except that a picture of the 
1914 club shows a line-up of Ray Hammond, Frank Parker, 
Earl Remark, Earl Rice, Andy Long, Duff Wright, Alex 
Parker, Gordon McAllister, Jocobs and Drake the captain 
first names not given). 





By the next year the Coniston team had dropped out and 
returned in 1918, a pattern that continued up to the 1940s 
— in the league for a few years, out for a few. It was not 
until 1941 that the Coniston Buzzers (later to become the 
Red Sox) won the Monell Cup for the first time. That was 
the trophy put up by Inco for the playoff championship of 
the Nickel Belt senior league. 


‘Three more Monel Cups followed before the great old 
senior ball league folded after the 1959 season. Coniston 
topped the league standings in 1946 and 1952 and went on 






Simms. Second row left to right; Ray Hammond, Gordon 
‘MeAllister, Andy Long, Frank Parker, Ray Lewis, Bruder, Bob 
‘Murihead, Bob Duff, Gordon MeKay. Back row; William Mac. 
Donell, T-M. Pari, George Cochrane, Harry Stephenson, Frank 
‘Simms, Dr. W.H. Cameron. 





‘both times to win two playoff series and the cup. In 1951 
they topped the league but lost in the play off semi-finals, 
while in 1955 the Red Sox finished fourth, but rose to the 
‘occasion at the end of the season and won the trophy again. 

‘There have been a lot of great players in Coniston 
uniforms down through the years — pitchers like Einar 
‘Strom, Bill Soliski, Lou Moulaison and Ray (Mummy) 
Muise; batters like Joe Lora, Bert Plouffe, Andy Barbe, and 
of more recent vintage, Mike Fox of the baseball league that 
was revived in 1976. 

‘He didn’t doit all in one year, but Andy Barbe is the only 
player in Nickel Belt senior league history to have led the 
Teague in batting average, runs, hits, runs batted in, home 
runs, stolen bases and walks. 

Barbe's .470 average in the 30-game 1948 season was a 
league record. He was named the league’s most valuable 
player that year ... and with good reason. In addition to 
‘winning the batting title, he hit the most home runs, scored 
the most runs, batted in the most and stole the most bases. 

‘Two years later the Red Sox missed the playoffs, but Lou 
‘Moulaison, newly arrived from the Maritimes, won the MVP. 











1926 Junior Championions, Back lft to right 
Ken Wright, Aine Wall, Guy Caberlin, Larry 
Curley, Dr. Erol Hinds, Norwood Jackson, 
Jack Cresswell, Wilfed (Bill) Bray. Seated left 
to right; Leslie Cresswell, Eli Rainville, Johnny 
Hart, Tommy Simms, Pat Mulligan, Mickey 
Kirwan, Jack Fitzeraid. Front left to right; 
‘Hector (Toe) Blake, Jackie Pender. 





Coniston Baseball Team, 1941. Front row left 10 right; Albin 
Zanatta, Ev. Staples, George Blake, Rolly MeClenehan, Charlie 
Weatherby, Andy (Tubby) Halverson. Bat boy Donald Blake. Back 
row left 10 right; Snell Blake, Don Slimnon, Andy Gobbo, Bert 
Young, Ira Gardner, Einar Strom, Lefty Price. 


award, plus the Frood Hotel Trophy awarded 10 the pitcher 
with the best strikeout and walk record. The Sox only won 
12 games, but Moulaison won 10 of them while losing five 
In 116 innings spread over 17 games, he fanned 120 batters 
while walking only 23. 

Among other notable diamond feats were those of catcher 
Steve MacLellan, the only player to hit two home runs with 
the bases full in the same season; and Don Slimmon, who 
hit safely in 16 consecutive games to share the league record 
with Copper Cliff's Gerry Wallace until it was later broken, 
by Don Price of Sudbury Shamrocks. Keith Boyd was the 
Teague’s top pitcher and home run champion in different 

‘Coniston’ best season in the old senior league was 1952, 







Coniston Junior Ball Team, 1947. First row; A. Halverson, R. 
Visentin, Tom Paradis (coach), Tony Zanutto (Manager), À. 
Oliver, L. Crema, P. Chezzi, Second row: L, Spencer, C. Caver. 
son, J. Fantin, F. Floreani, G. Gervais, H. Barbe, Two mascots 
in the front row left 10 right; Normie and Ronnie Zamutto 





‘Coniston Ball Team, 1944, Front row left right; Mario Modesto, 
Ari Gobbo, George Blake, Custer Barazzuol, Lionel (Snell) Blake, 
Wiliam Evershed (Pop), (trainer. Hector Barbe (mascot). Second 
row left 10 right; Rolly Spencer, Norwood Farnel, Einar Strom, 
Rolly Bussiere, Andy Barbe, Don Slimmon 


when the Sox won 22 and lost 8 during the regular season, 
then went on to 3-2 and 4-1 game margins in the playoffs. 

The revived team in the Nickel Region League proved that 
Coniston still had plenty of talent despite inter-community 
baseball having been in limbo for some 15 years. It won 21 
and lost only two in taking the championship for the third 
straight year in 1978. 

Coniston has had some good ball teams in the younger 
age categories, notably the 1926 junior team which won the 
northern ttle by defeating Copper Cliff and North Bay. The 
team had a .310 batting average for the season. Tommy 
Simms was batting champion and chosen most valuable 
player 


Coniston Ball Team 1948. Front left 10 right; Bernard Forestll, 
Joe Barbe. (bat boy). Second row; Aurele Blake, Charlie Hews, 
Joe Rutski, Lionel (Snell) Blake, Pete Primo, Bill Core, Art 
Gono, Andy Barbe, Leno Crema. Third row; Joe Mazuik, Andy 
Halverson, Armand Lemiuex, Liberali Marcon, Hector Barbe, Joe 
Luptak, Bill Soliski 
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‘The Buzzers of 1939 lost out in the senior league playoffs, 
but moved on to the intermediate playdowns and won the 
Northern Ontario championship by defeating North Bay 
Historical data in the lower ranks of kids’ baseball are 
skimpy, but we're pretty sure Coniston players picked up 
their share of laurels. 

Let's hark back briefly to a time when motor cars were 
a rarity and a lot fewer people had phones. The date is June 
19, 1918. Copper Cliff was to play at Coniston, but a steady 
rain made it look as if the game would be postponed. But 
nobody could get through on the phone so the Cliff crew 
arrived and the teams played five innings. The visiting team 
came to Coniston on train No. 20 and returned home on 
‘what was known in railway parlance as the North Bay local | 
Coniston had no mask or protector for Umpire Moffett, 

































‘ on SON a 
Coniston Red Sox Ball Team, 1951. First row left to right; Theo 
Fixgerald, Gino Brignolio, Donald Blake, Maurice Laprairie. 
‘Second row: Vie Boyd, Murray Veno, Mort Berry, Paul Moulaison, 






‘Clarence Fox, Aurele Blake. Third row; Bill “Pop” Evershed, Bili 59 he worked from behind the pitcher. 

‘Morrison, Andrew “Tubby” Halverson, Bill Core, Snell Blake, ‘There's many a tale that could be told of batting and 
Art Gobbo, Ray “Mummy” Muse, Bill Petra, Bert Sands, Andy pitching feats, 0 say nothing of the boo-boos and brouhahas 
Barbe. that have been witnessed on the several diamonds that have 


served as home field for Coniston’s baseball teams since that 
final year before the First World War. A short resume such 
as this cannot do justice to the deeds of those whose names 
have filled the box scores through the years. Perhaps the 
highlights mentioned will stir a few memories. 


Nickel Belt Senior Baseball, 1952. Front seated; Butts Blake, 
Peanuts Gosselin. First row left to right; Oscar Paradis, Paul 
‘Moulaison, Burton Boyd, Jim Mine, Clarence Fox, Theo Fizerald 
Second row left to right; Bill Core, Mort Berry, Lou Moulaison, 
Snell Blake, Keith Boyd, Maurice Lapraiie. Third row left 10 
right; Neil’ Asselin, Vic Boyd, Ray Muise, Andy Halverson, 
Murray Veno, Russ Doucette. 


9 © |: a BREARS 
Coniston Junior Red Sox, 1953. Fist row left io right: Bob 
Diatoisio, Gino Caverson, Foster Zanutto, George Paradis, Ron 
Zanutto, John Flinn. Second row kf 10 right; Lame Chew, Richie 
Caverson, Norm Zanuto, Harold Olver, John Luptak. Third row 
Left righ; Frank Zanat, Bil Morrison (assistant coach), Tony 
Zanuito manager) Guy Caberlin (coach), Joe Barbe. 





Keith Boyd, Mummy Muise. 





Coniston Tigers Fast Ball Champions, 1939-40, Extreme front; Edgidio Martinello. First 
row left 10 right; Barney Caverson, (manager), Albino Zanaita, Leno Crema, Gaidino 
Modesto, Duilio Caverson, Gino Baldisera (coach). Second row left 10 right; Rudolph 
Petryna, Mario Modesio, Reno Visentin, Liberale Marcon, Frank Totino. 








Soccer 


Coniston 1914 Soccer Team. The only persons identified are: Front row seated left to right. Sth person is 
Sid Dike. Middle row seated left 10 right: 3rd person Joe Bloemmen. Back row standing let (o:right: 3rd 
‘person John Stacey and son Jack, 4th Jimmie Rayner, &th George Cochrane, 9th Jim Wass. 





Soccer Players, 1928. Front left 10 right: George Dawson, Joe 
Bloemmen, T. Boyle. Back left to right: Denny Farmer, Bernard 
Spencer, Harold Butcher, George Murray, Jim Farmer, Joe Ismay, 
Davie Morgan. 


Coniston Soccer Football Team, 1927, First row left to right: Joe 
2,2, Davie Morgan, Bernard Spencer, Dan Jodouin, Jerry Henson, 
Jimmy Boyle, Cec Johnson, mascot. Second row left t0 right: 
George Murray, 2, ?, Percy Johnson, (manager), Charlie Taylor 
(coach), Jimmy Farmer, Earl Johnson, Slim Glibbery 








Evershed, Dave Wright. Second row left to right: ?, Ed Johnson. 
Third row left to right: Ed. Armstrong, George Coyle, Bob 
Armstrong, 2, Tom Bryce, Fred Discher, George Murray 


It’s been a good many years since a soccer game above 
the teenage level of play has been seen at Coniston, but in 
the town’s early days it paired with baseball as the principal 
spectator sport. Unfortunately litle is available in the way 
of written material about the game and its place in 
Coniston’s history. 

It was not long after the townsite was established that the 
soccer players organized, and Coniston was represented 
almost continuously in Nickel District play from then until 
1929. One of the oldest sports photographs that came to light 
in the preparation of this book is of 17 men and a small 
boy posed in front of a set of goal posts. Printed beneath 
them are the words “Coniston FC 1914” (FC standing for 
football club). The men - 10 of them - are in football jerseys 
- are unidentified but it has been ascertained that among 
them are Sid Dike, Joe Bloemmen, John Stacey and son 
Jack, Jimmie Rayner, George Cochrane and Jim Wass 

Ten years later, in 1924, the team had four Armstrongs 
in its lineup — Alfred, Bob, Ed and Fred. Others on that 
team were George Murray, Gordon Bell, Jerry Hewson, 
Jimmy Farmer, Fred Discher and Spence (first name 
unknown). Those names add up to 10, leaving the 11th 
player unknown. 

What is probably an interesting history of soccer's ups 
and downs in Coniston remains to be told. 
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Margaret (Deeks) 
Leonard 
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‘Canoe Club 1934, left 10 right; Helen 


Women’s Softball 


Gladys (Stacey) 
Parnell 


i 7 =, 
‘Dinning, George Beauchesne Mar. Ina Bryce, Dolly Shovele, Bernice Hickey, Hilde Runto, Margaret 
Stevenson, Violet Belanger, Thelma Barlow, Lizzie Lennie, Thelma (Joe) Walmesley, Ann Parchewski, Gladys Stace, Jerry Fitzgerald, 


Sally and Moe Rutenberg 





mes (Bryce) Kemp 


ag 


Coniston Team, 1936, Left to right; ?, Albert Decks, Willam Evershed, Patrick Fulzgerald, Mary Buchowshi, Helen 
Fitzgerald, Julia Buchowski, Mory Wychara, Irene Horrick, Li 







ie Lennie, Simone Depatie, Dolly Shoveller, Lou St. Marseile, ?. 





Softball was in its heyday, not only in the Sudbury district 
but across Ontario and Canada, during the depression years 
of the 1930s, Coniston fielded several good women’s teams 
in the leagues that operated in and around Sudbury, the 
lineups supplemented by players from other parts of the 
district, just as some Coniston girls starred for teams that 
represented other clubs or communities. 

‘Among the top names from those “golden days” of the 
softball diamond were such Coniston players as Ina Bryce, 
Gladys Stacey, Margaret Decks, Helen and Julia Buchowski 
and Dolly and Irene Horrick. Their names appeared in the 
lineups of such teams as Sudbury Canoe Club, Dorsetts, 
‘Combines and Mine-Mill, as well as the Coniston town 
teams, 

Coniston never won a provincial championship, but it 
came close in 1936, defeating teams from North Bay and 
Kirkland Lake to take the Northern Ontario crown, then 



















beating Ottawa in the provincial semi-finals, before losing 
out to Windsor in the 10th inning in the third game of a 
best-in-three championship series. 

The Coniston-Windsor series was one of the great battles 
ever for a Nickel District sports team. Windsor won the first 
game, 10-4, at Coniston, but the locals tied the series at 
Windsor with an 8-5 victory in a 1S-inning spine-tingler. The 
teams came right back for the deciding game after a short 
rest, but it did not start until $:30 p.m. (this was in early 
October) and with Coniston ahead 4-3 the game was called 
after six innings. That meant a replay on a neutral diamond 
in Toronto, the game won by Windsor in one extra inning 
of play. 

‘The Coniston batting order in the windup of that sizzling 
championship series was Helen Buchowski, 3B; Lou St 
Marseille, C; Jerry Fitzgerald, P; Lizzie Lennie, rf; Gladys 
Stacey, 2B; Dolly Shoveller, CF; Irene Horrick, shortstop; 
Mary Wychara, 2B; Simone Depatie, 1B. 

In the first half of the "30°s, the Sudbury Canoe Club team 
dominated women’s softball in the Sudbury district and 








Helen Buchowski 





Irene (Horrick) Solsk 


The 1937 Softball eam. Back row, George Beauchesne (manager), Simone Depatie, Mary Wychara, Irene Horrick, “Toots” Carmichael 
(assistant coach), Elizabeth Lennie, Mae Clarke, Bea Hickey. Front row; Ange Dion, Lou Si, Marseile, Dolly Horrck, Iris Doherty, Geraldine 
Fitzerald, Helen Buchowski, Marion Deavy, Moe Rutenberg (coach). 


Northern Ontario. It won the district title four straight 
seasons, 1931-34, plus the northern crown the last three of 
those years, and the Ontario championship in the final year. 
In the canoe club lineup were Coniston stars Ina Bryce, 
Gladys Stacey and Marg Deeks. 


Pitchers dominated softball games more than they did 
baseball games, and the pre-eminent figure on those teams 
and others in later years — was Ina Bryce, who pitched 
most of the games over those four championship years, 
including every inning of 10 playoff games as the canoe girls 
beat five teams successively to take the provincial tite. Jerry 
Fitzgerald (now Jerry Pappin), Coniston’s pitcher in 1936, 
dominated the scene for years after those of Ina Bryce. 





Women’s softball was revived off and on into the 1940s 
and 'S0s and some of the Coniston natives stayed with the 
game. Irene Horrick (later and still Mrs. Mike Solski), who 
starred with the title team of 1936, did not cal it quits until 
1954 for what is probably the Nickel Belt longevity record 
with the diamond game. 








eal 
Dolly (Horrick) Walsh 
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Coniston Hockey Team, 1914. Front ef to right: Dan MeLaughiin, 
Manuel Leclair. Second row: Perey Johnson, Gordon MacAlister, 
Peter Leclair, Happy MacMillan, Third row; Joe Giroux, Clovis 
Olivier, Bob Muirhead, 





In one respect, at least, Coniston in its 70 years of 
existence has been much the same as any other Canadian 
‘community, large or small. It has been populated by hockey 
fans and hockey players and has had teams representing it 
at almost al levels of the game, with many players moving 
on to make their names in professional ranks. 

From the frigid days of the outdoor hockey cushions to 
the more comfortable playing (and watching) conditions of 
the Coniston Community Centre, hockey has been at the 
heart of the town's winter recreational interests 

The oldest hockey team picture to come to hand for this 
publication shows seven serious-looking young men (hockey 
was played seven a side in those days) and two officials of 
the town team of the 1914-15 season. The players were Joe 
Giroux, Clovis Olivier, Bob Muirhead, Gordon MacAlister, 





Hector Toe Blake Andy Barbe 
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Noel Price 








Coniston Hockey Team, 1921-22. Left ta right; Richie Acton, Fred 
Discher, Fred Cresswell, Bill Johnson, Burt Hagaiss, Abbie 
Harmon, Wilbert Wright, ? Sanderson, Gerold Geoffrey 


Peter Leclair, Manuel Leclair and Dan McLaughlin. The 
‘two men not dressed and ready to hit the ice were Percy 
Johnson and Happy MacMillan. 

The average midget or peewee player trying to master the 
fundamentals of the game at the Community Centre wears 
more equipment and represents a considerably bigger 
financial investment than did those older players of that 
bygone team. 

The Community Centre, now in its 13th season of 
operation, was undoubtedly the biggest boon to the game 
in Coniston’s 70 years, just as Stanley Stadium had been 
to Copper Cliff when it opened 35 years earlier. When the 
Coniston rink was opened on February 8, 1971, with Mayor 
Mike Solski cutting the ribbon, many of the town’s native 
sons who had gone on to greater fame were on hand. It was 
à great occasion for hockey that day 

Heading the list of Coniston “‘greats” back for the big 
day was Hector (Toe) Blake, a household name to anyone, 
anywhere, with a passable knowledge of hockey. Toe was 
a goalie for the town's Boy Scout team of 1927, but came 
ut of the nets as he grew older and ultimately went on 10 
fame as a forward with the Sudbury Cub Wolves who won, 





Armand Lemieux 





Coniston Hockey Team, 1923-24. Left to right; Elie Rainville, Tom 
‘Simms, Lorne Cunningham, Norwood Jackson, Aldege Blake, Vic. 
‘or Neiterly, Wilfred (Bill Bray, Bill Johnson. 


the Memorial Cup in 1932 and then left wing (with Rocket 
Richard and Elmer Lach) on Montreal Canadiens’ famous 
“Punch Line” of the 1940's. After his playing days, Blake 
coached Canadiens to nine NHL championships and eight 
Stanley Cups, including a record five in a row, 1956-60. He 
is in the Hockey Hall of Fame. 

Other pro players invited to attend the arena’s opening 
12 years ago were Andy Barbe, Armand Lemieux, Leo 
Lafrance and George Blake. Another, Noel Price, was tied 
up playing for the Los Angeles Kings of the NHL, but 
phoned Mayor Solski during the opening ceremonies, and 
their conversation was amplified to the crowd 

Price’s father, Verdell, had been prominent on the 
Coniston hockey scene before him. He was on the town's 
shift league team, as well as others in the "30 and "40s, 
including the Allan Cup champion Frood Tigers of 1938. 
In addition, others ike Olious Halverson, Maurice Laforge, 
Mike Bukacheski and John Price, just to mention a few, 
were active in the hockey wars in Coniston, and went beyond 
the town league 10 make a name for themselves. 

Quite a few NHL stars of the past are remembered in 
Coniston for having played on town teams during brief 
working stints in the district, some of them at the smelter, 
such as Murph Chamberlain, Bill Durnan and George Gee. 








= 


Leo Lafrance 








Coniston Hockey Team, 1925. Aldege Blake, Elie Rainville, Gerald 
Geoffrey, Tom Simms, Wilfred (Bill) Bray, Bill Johnson, Mile 
Olivier, Fred Cresswell, Jack Cresswell. 





Boy Scout Hockey Team, 1927. Leftto righ; Jack Stacey, Eli Rain 
ville, Dennis Blake, Dado Olivier, Paddy Fitzgerald, Brace MeCrin- 
dle, (Scout Master), Toe Blake, Joe Bloemmen, Leslie Cresswell, 
Romeo Giroux, Larry Lafrance. 


Verdell Price 
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Coniston Hockey Team, 1936. Bottom row left to right: MeCraken, 
Gordon Lowry, Johnny Conick, Sam Phillips, Lorne Lesris. Top 
row, Verdell Price, Dan Stack, Bill Sherry, Buzz Portland, Sam 
Fasanio, Pete Morgan. 





Coniston Hockey Players 1936-37. Front left to right: George 
Blake, Gino Baldisera, Maurice Lalonde, Charlie Bryce, Alex 
Stalker. Standing let to right; Lester Fraser, Wilfred Leclair, Nor- 
man Baraczuol, Aurelle Lemieux, Erie Williams, Geno Gobbo, 
Teddy Evershed. 


Inter-Plant Hockey Champs, 1947. Firs row, left to right; Oscar 
‘Jones, Geno Gobbo, Lionel Spencer, Norman Barrazuol, Art 
Gobbo. Second row: Leo Olivier, Hector Barbe, G. Gervais, F 
Floreani, Andy Halverson, À. Barbe. 













Vie Baidisera, Graham Chabot, Carmen Bray, Argyle Eastwood, 
Second row: Dave Cresswell, Art Gobbo, Oswald Benolt, Bill 
Johnson, Mike Wojciechowski, Jack Stacey 


Coniston Flyers, 195. Fist row left to right; Leo Olivier, Maurice 
Lafarge, Gino Gobbo, Art Gobbo, Armand Lemieux, Norwood 
Farnel, Gino Baldisera, Andy Halverson. Second row; Hector 
Barbe, Bernard Akey, trainer; Rolly Spencer, Olious Halverson, 
Verde Price, Stan Soroka, Andy Barbe, Gildor Lapraire, manager, 
Tom Paradis coach. 


Midget Hockey. First row lef to right: Leo Laforge, Siro Comin, 
‘Armand Rouselle, Andy Halverson, Fernand Gosselin. Second 
‘rom: Walter Soroko, Romeo Duhaime, A. Rhéal Tessier, Rolly 
Spencer, Armand Lemieux, Norman Laforge, Eddy Tailiefer, 
‘Joseph Davis. 












m the Kids” leagues to the NHL shows no 
sign of slackening; has even picked up in the past few years, 
including such players as Jim Fox and Randy Boyd and 
‘others not too far behind them on the road to stardom. 
In the 1930s a town league provided local action for a few 
years, It was made up of three shift teams from the smelter 
(Stevensons, Blakes and Geoffrys) and one from the shops 
‘The best players from all four teams proceeded into the, 
NOHA intermediate playdowns at the end of the season. 
Coniston had a team in the Nickel Belt senior “A” league 
during the first season of play in Copper Cliff's Stanley 
Stadium, 1936-37, in the midst of the “golden years” of 
senior hockey. À sample lineup from a November game of 





Armand Lemieux Pittsburgh Hornets and 
Zelio Toppaczini meet young Legion League 
‘Stars in 1949. Left Calvin Price captain of 
the Maple Leaf team with the McLaughlin 
trophy; next is Joe Barbe showing Armand 
Lemieux the goalie outfit he won as the 
league's best net-minder; next is Zelio Top- 
pazzini, admiring the classy skates Gino 
“Tepper” Caverson received asthe league's 
“cleanest” player and highest scorer. 





Legion Hockey 1949. Firs rovs, left t right 
{The Maple Leaf Team), G. Caverson, N. 
Gaudet, J. Fitzgerald, C. Paradis, G. 
Cresswell Stan Jeffrey, C. Price, B. Spencer, 
J. Robideaus, N. Price,J. Barbe. Second 
row: x. Leclair, Y. Trepanier, J. Langlois, 
H. Gagnon, E. Floreani, G. Ruddy, C. 
DeMarchi, Y. Gosselin, E. Deneka, R. 
Spencer, B. Blake, G. Halverson. Third row; 
J. Laprairie, D. Martin, R. Parker, 1. 
Durette, M. Trepanier, A. Zanette, D. 
Chabot, J. Brignolio, D. Blake, R. Rivas, 
M. Curlook 











Favourite Son is Honoured in 1989. Nothing 
short of a diamond ring could express Con- 
iston’s regard for its “Toe” Blake and his 
achievements as a great hockey player, and 
So it was à diamond ring they gave him. 
Mayor ET. Austin of Coniston is seen 
‘presenting the sparkler to “Toe”, and Mrs. 
Blake is there to0 withthe lovely bouquet of 
roses she received from young Morris Dubé, 
“Toe's" nephew. The presentation was in 
‘the nature ofa welcome-home to the peer of 
the National Hockey League left wingers, 
who won the Hart trophy for the most 
valuable player in the NHL. that winter 











that season consisted of Healy, Price, Stiérry, Lowery, 
Stack, Morgan, Phillips, Cresswell, McCracken, Legris, 
Conick and Coulson. 

‘As with other sports, the town had hockey teams in 
various Sudbury district leagues on an “on-and-off” basis 
through the years. 

Coniston Aces. won the NOHA intermediate “BY 
championship in the 1953-54 season. 

There is no sign of interest in hockey slackening, and with 
the Community Centre as the centre of the action it looks 
as if Coniston teams and Coniston players will be heard from 
for many years to come. 














Forestell, Frederic Belanger. 





Boys Hockey Team, 1938. Left to right; Albino Zanatta, Peter 
Siywehuk, Armand Lemieux, Jack Bryce, Gerald Davis, Leo 
Poirier, Donald Blake “Mascot”. 


Midget Hockey, 1939. Front row left to right; Romeo Boulay, 
Caro Gobbo, Liberale Marcon, Peter Slywehuck, Leonard 
Gosselin, Leo Poirier, Gordon Stalker, Maurice Laforge. Back row; 
Harold Bray, Walter Zaroski, Thomas Forestel, lario Tonoli, 
L. Fraser, coach; William Poirier, Donald Kirwan, Roser 
Desautels, William Either, Andy Barbe. 
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Boys Hockey Team, 1937. Left to right; Armand Lemieux, Leo 
Poirier, Andy Barbe, Robert Forestell, George Duhaime, Thomas 





Boys Hockey Team, 1938. Front left to right; Albino Zanatta, Jack 
Bryce, Gerald Davis, Armand Lemieux. Back row; Donald Biake, 
“Mascot”, Norman Laforge, William Ethier, Liberale Marcon, 
Peter Slywehuck, Leo Poirier, Maurice Laforge 











Juvenile Hockey, 1939. Front left to right, George Duhaime, 
George Blake, Andy Barbe, Eddy Oliver, Joe Barnoski, Dan 
Forestll. Back row left to right; Ontario Toniolo, Stanley Jeffrey, 
William Poirier, Gino Bagsio, Aurele Lemieux, Lorne Legris, 
Coach Felix Benoit, Erie Willams, Cecil Chabot, Aldege Spencer. 


Hockey Team, 1957. Fist row, left. right; Terry Hill, Ray Dubé, 


Danny Paré, André Houle, Randy Barazzuol. Second row; Peter 
Gentile, Oscar Paradis, Gerry Lacarte, Roland Blake, Geroge 
Small, Richard Legault, Steve Davis, Charlie Taylor, Dado Olivier. 

Third row; Frank Paré, Art Gobbo. 1 


Bowling 


Bowling has become a popular sport 
since facilities became available first at 
Mine Mill in 1956 and then in 1959 at 
Club Allegri, Prior to that a trip to the 
city to the Inco Employee Club or some 
public alley was the only alternative. The 
Italian community enjoyed a form of 
lawn bowling from the early days of the 
town. Photographs record some of the 
participants in bowling in the early days. 








Bowling Champions. Seared left to right: Jean Paul Tailleer, Ron Levert, 

Bruno Venturi. Second row left to right: Violet James, Aline Paradis, Claire Smith, Irene 
Solski, Marie Chezzi, Marion Quesnel, Simone Alberton, Fay Wasylenki, Mary Deneka, 
Therese Jones, Kathryn Boyd. Third row left to right: Russ Doucette, Walter Caba, Tom 
Paradis, Paul Bekun, Dario Chezzi, Nick Wasylenki 


#0 
Everybody's happy in this group in 
front, Mrs, Leonard Belanger, Gaby Gosselin, Ann 
O'Shaughnessy, Annette Poirier, Mrs. Benny Taylor; back Len 
Spencer, Keith Boyd, Mrs. A. Rivais, Jack Allison, Dario Chezz 


Poa hptonahs Sac Plone mil À 


Seated left to right: Marie Desloges, Agnes Gaudette, Estelle 
Bray, Gert Gaudette. Standing left 10 right: Francis Kilimnik, Irene 
Solski, Carmen Gauthier, Marceline Coppo. 


page 4 
‘Seated left right: Joyce Powell, Shirley Ethier, Isabelle Johnson. Seated left to right: Maria Chezzi, Aurélia Duhaime, Margaret 


Standing left to right: Theresa Viau, Therese Batistuezi, Villa Barnes. Standing; Vera Leclair, Sylvia Chezzi, Margaret Johnson, 
Franchetto, Vera Lis. Dorothy Duncan, Amy Best. 
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Curling Club 


Civie spirit and co-operation built the Coniston Curling 
Club. The task of organizing the club began in the spring 
of 1956. The interest in building a curling rink was first 
stirred by a committee of Tom Hoare, Edward J. Orendorff, 
Prosper Olivier and John Buchowski. À decision to canvass 
for 100 members issuing $100 certificates to raise funds was 
initiated. Several properties were examined and, in the end, 
Inco made the Concession Street and Fourth Avenue 
property available. Plans were drawn up for a rink 182 feet 
by 60 feet with four sheets of ice, and construction with 
volunteers commenced in May of 1957. At times as many 
as forty volunteers showed up for work, among them skilled 
‘carpenters, masons and electricians, 50 very litle work had 
to be let out on contract 

The official opening took place on February 1, 1958, on 































natural ice, Since that date, lady curlers have made à x re 
considerable contribution 10 the operation of the club = 

through hard work and fund raising. Many changes have BSE = ; 
occurred since that February date, including several This roofing crew mas typical of the squads of volunteers who 
additions to the structure, artificial ice and club room worked hard to bud the Coniston Curing Rink in just over six 
faces. The ‘Coniston ‘Curling Club is à popular ‘months. Left to eh John Buchowsk, Ray Parker, Bernard 


recreational centre in this small community. Forestell, Harold Olivier, Andy Mclean. 


‘Prepares 0 throw the frst stone January 8, 1958 to test the newly made ice. Front row left to right: Tom Hoare with stone, Andy McLean, 
George Halverson, John Buchowski, Jack Angove, Jim Fitzgerald. Back row left to right: Alex Rivard, Tom Taylor, Gino Oliver, Gino 
Gobbo, Billy McLean, Art Oliver,-Rudolf Petryna, Lefty Cleaver, Geno Olivier. 
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Weightlifting 


Coniston Weightlifting Club 1977. Front left 10 right: Ned 
Greenspan, Alex Fera. Back row left to right: Bob Leclair (coach), 
Kevin Roy, Rolly Chretien, Norm Benedetti, Ralph Roy (coach). 





This is a relatively new sport added to a list where 
Coniston athletes have participated and excelled. The 
Coniston Weightlifting Club came into being as a result of 
the moving of facilities from Minnow Lake to Coniston 
Ralph Roy and Robert Leclair were the founders of the club 
and Murray Veno was Coniston's first participant. In 
October, 1966, Mr. Roy Snitch, Superintendent of the 
Coniston Smelter and Custodian of the Community Centre, 
generously provided the club basement and the Coniston 
Weightlifting Club came into being. 

Murray Veno won the Canadian Lifting Championship 
in the 181 Ib, class in 1963, 1964 and 1965. 

In 1967 the brother duo of Ralph and Aldo Roy made 
the Pan-American team to go to Winnipeg. Ralph placed 
eighth in this competition and Aldo placed fifth in the 
middleweight division: 

‘Then in 1968 the Coniston weightlifters travelied to the 
Canadian Championships. Aldo Roy was picked to represent 
Canada at the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City, Mexico. Ralph 
Roy had much trouble at these Canadian Championships 
in which he placed second due to being the heavier man. 
In weightlifting, when two competitors are tied, the man 
with the lighter body weight wins. He had a second chance 
at making the Olympic team at a contest held at the 
Canadian National Exhibition. Unfortunately, he didn’t 
make the Olympic standards despite placing first, 

As the young men who began the club got older they sul 
won many competitions and travelled to many cities. Ralph 
Roy was the recipient of the Jim Lilly Memorial Award in 
the memory of a Hamilton lifter who was killed in 1966, 

‘The Coniston weightlifters were also honoured by the City 
of Sudbury and the Kinsmen Club. In 1965, Murray Veno 
was nominated for Sportsman of the Year and in 1966, 
Ralph Roy was also nominated for the same award 
Although they didn’t win, being placed in the company Of 
‘other well-known Sudbury athletes was a good indication 
‘of the respect shown for the Coniston Weightlifting Club, 
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In 1978 Kevin Roy represented Ontario at the Canada 
Winter Games in Brandon, Manitoba where he placed first 
He also became the first Canadian to lift three hundred 
pounds or more in the clean and jerk at fifteen years of age. 
Since then he has travelled to Debrecen, Hungary in 1979 
for the Junior World Competition. He placed fifteenth 
against the world’s best competitors. He has competed in 
the America’s Cup in Washington, D.C., the 1980 Junior 
World's in Montreal and the 1981 Junior World's in 
Lignano-Sabbiadoro, Haly. 

‘The present members of the Coniston Weightlifting Club 
have travelled and won many titles. Young men like Rolly 
Chretien have represented Canada at the Junior World’s in 
Greece. Norm Benedetti, Alex Fera, Ned Greenspan, Bob, 
Tim and Terry Spilchen, Steve Diotte have al been members 
of Coniston’s younger team at one time. They have 
represented Coniston at Canadian Championships, Ontario 
Championships and at international competitions. They 
have contributed to putting Coniston on the map as a place 
that builds great athletes. 

The newer members coming up will also soon represent 
the Coniston Weightlifting Club at competitions and 
exhibitions around Northern Ontario and Canada. 

In the past years, Murray Veno, Bob Leclair and Ralph 





Roy have contributed their knowledge and experience of the 
sport to the up and coming young lifters. Ralph has coached 
teams that have travelled to Manitoba, Hungary and Cuba 
Aldo, who now resides in Ottawa where he teaches high 
school, trains and coaches a weightlifting club. He has 
travelled as a team coach to Russia, New Zealand, Greece, 
Finland and many other places 






Norm Benedetti 


Murray Veno 


Early Residents 


It can be said that the first residents of Coniston were 
farmers in about 1902. These were followed by railway 
construction men and lumbermen in 1905. Next came the 
‘onstruction personnel that built the Mond Nickel smelter 
in 1911, and the smelter workers from Victoria Mine in 1913, 


The middle 1920's saw new immigrants from Eastern 
Europe and Italy adding to the population, an immigration 
that had been interrupted by the First World War. Then 1933 
was the next period that saw an influx of new faces. This 
continued into the war years and the middle 1940's 


The year 1950 saw the implementation of the 44-hour 
‘week at the smelter. With that followed more people setting 


in Coniston. A number of them came from the East Coast 
In 1951, there was a further decrease in the hours of work 
in the plant to 40 hours a week, and with that more new 
faces. 

It can be said that history once again repeated itself, and 
a new group of immigrants came to Coniston after the 
Second World War. The names mentioned in these pages 
are based on information that the committee was able 10 
‘obtain from the residents who co-operated in supplying 
material, We tried to include as many residents as possible 
through text and photographs obtained from whomever 
would supply them. Unfortunately there was a time limit 
and we had (0 go to press with whatever we had on hand. 


KE 


ACTON, John 

John Acton and his wife Elizabeth were one of the early 
residents who settled in Coniston during the construction 
days of the Mond Nickel smelter 

Their family consisted of two sons Dick and Tom. 

‘The story of the past as told by son Tom now nearing 
85 and residing in St, Thomas is that the Acton family came 
north to the Sudbury area in 1907 moved back east for a 
short time, then to Sturgeon Falls and then landing at 
Romford in 1910. John went 10 work for Plaunt a contrac- 
tor who was building the Test Plant for Mond Nickel. When 
the smelter opened in 1913 he got a job as an operator under 
superintendent Shultz in the Test Plant a job he held until 
the plant was closed after the merger of Mond and Inco. 
He then went 10 work at the pump house with fellows like 
Paul Hickey and remained there until retirement in 1936, 

Tom Acton worked at the plant as a Warehouse Clerk, 
Time Keeper and Yardman for Larry Curly in transporta 
tion and then left for greener fields. Dick Acton only worked 
at the plant for a short time when he and fellows like Floyd 
Simms, Leslie Walsh, Rod Walsh, Claude Olivier, Art Bray, 
Art Lafrance and Emile Lizotte immigrated to Detroit. 

Tom recalls a number of family names not mentioned by 
others who resided in this town, such as Johnny Grigg, 
Master Mechanic, Harry Sinclair, Paymaster, Tom 
Merrifield, Assayer, Bert Haggis, Carpenter foreman and 
many others. 

To conclude his recollection of Coniston Tom recalls some 
of the lighter things that occurred in town during the early 
days, such as: 

Johnny Rainville, making alittle brew on Dubreuils farm 
across the CPR tracks while the family was away and he 
was the caretaker, saw the law coming and dumped all the 
brew into the pig trough and got the pigs in the pen all drunk. 

‘Ace Brown; night soil man, but instead of night it was 
near noon this time. He got stuck on Second Ave. with his 
load. Ace swearing, chewing tobacco and beating the old 
horse, was causing quite a foray just as officials and girls 
were coming off the coach from the plant at noon for lunch, 
The results - the first efforts made to develop sewage 
disposal, 








Jack Murphy; an imported locomotive expert borrowed 
from the Montreal Locomotive Works to tear down old 102 
locomotive which he did and laid out on the Machine Shop 
floor and then went on a binge for three weeks at a boot- 
Teggers and there stayed old 102 as no one around knew how 
to put it back together until another man came from 
Montreal, found Jack Murphy and brought him back to 
work. 

‘A Polite Thief; The time Thompsons store on Second 
Ave. was broken into. The thief used old Mr. A.P. Thomp- 
Sons sleigh and horse 10 draw the merchandise away (a good 
sleigh load) and then put the horse back into the barn and 
left the sleigh where he got it. 

The Mysterous Barrel; À barrel of whiskey was shipped 
to an unknown person in Coniston, No one claimed it for 
three weeks. The barrel was moved from the front of the 
freight shed 10 the back, where it was high off the floor, 
Someone drilled through the shed floor and through the 
barrel and away went the whiskey 

Tom had many more such stories to relate which no doubt 
‘would find their way into the second volume, He continues 
to maintain contact with friends in this community. 








AGGISS, Freeman M. 

Freeman Aggiss was born in Hadleigh, Suffolk, England. 
He came to Canada in 1920 and settled in Campbeliford, 
Ontario. His wife Ruth Lochead was born in Calabogie, 
Lanark County, Ontario. Ruth and Freeman were married 
in Sudbury in 1926 and lived in Larchwood until 1927 when 
they came to Coniston. Freeman was employed by the nickel 
company as a scale clerk and he remained with the com- 
pany until his retirement in 1960 with 33 years of service. 

‘Ruth Lochead was a school teacher and she taught public 
school in Wahnapitae. 

There were two children in the Ageiss family, William 
born in Sudbury and Frederick born in Coniston. They were 
educated in Coniston Public and Continuation Schools, 
Sudbury High School and Queens University. William 
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graduated as a mechanical engineer and Frederick as a 
chemical engineer. 


Left 10 right; Freeman, Frederick, Wiliam and Ruth Aggiss 





Ruth and Freeman were very active in the Coniston 
community in the United Church and other organizations, 
Freeman was a trustee in both the Coniston Public and 
Continuation Schools, was Secretary of the Coniston 
Library, and was also a member and did work with the St 
John’s Ambulance Brigade and the Canadian Legion. Ruth 
did much work with the Red Cross and the church. Their 
children were both in the Air Cadets and Fred in the 
Coniston Band. 

‘The Aggiss’s continued to live in Coniston after Freeman's 
retirement. Freeman passed away in September of 1962 and 
Ruth in November of that same year. 

Their son William married a Coniston girl, Mary 
Wandziak, and is now Superintendent of Maintenance and 
Engineering Process Research with INCO in Port Colborne, 
and Frederick is Assistant Manager of the Provincial Paper 
Company at Georgetown, Ontario. 


ALBERT, Edward 

Edward Albert was a native of Grande Anse, New 
Brunswick, and came to Sudbury in 1923. He married Cecile 
Boudreau, a daughter of a Romford Junction dairy farmer 
in 1927. 

He started to work for Mond Nickel in 1927 and 
continued to work for the nickel company until his 
retirement 42 years later in 1970. Most of Edward’s working 


Eddie and Cecile Albert 
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days were spent in the sintering plant and in the latter years 
he was a shift foreman, 

Edward and Cecile had three children: daughter Jane 
married a Garson lad, Bill Kyryluk; their sons Cyril and 
Maurice followed their father’s footsteps and went to work 
for the nickel company. 

Edward and his son Maurice have recently passed away. 
Cecile now resides in Sudbury as does her son Cyril, and 
Jane lives in Garson. 

There are a number of grandchildren also residing in the 





ALBERTON Family 

Vittorio ‘Vic’ Alberton was born in Valla Riese in Italy 
in 1895 and in 1914 he came to Coniston from Italy, with 
his dad, to work in the roastyard for Mond. In 1920 Vie 
quit Mond and went to work underground at Timmins for 
three years before returning to Mond. In 1929 he quit again 
to try his luck elsewhere. One year later he was back with 
Mond, this time in the smelter, where he stayed until his 
retirement as a puncher in 1960. 

Early in 1914 Angeline Chezzi came to Coniston from 
Huntsville with her parents at five years of age. In 1926 
Angeline and Vic exchanged marriage vows and a year later 
they had purchased what was to become their permanent 
home on Second Street. 

There were four children born to the couple; Siro (married 
to Simone Beauparlant); Orilio (married to Simone Simon); 
Libera (Mrs. Léo Laframboise) and August (married 10 
Paulette Vincent). The three boys are employed with Inco 
and Sero has just retired as a foreman. Libera works as a 
cashier. 

‘Angeline and her children al attended Our Lady of Mercy 
Separate School and were parishioners at our Lady of Merey 
Church. 

There were none of the amenities of life when Angeline 
and Vic first arrived in Coniston and heavy bush sur- 
rounded their home. 

‘Angeline passed away in 1968 followed by Vic in 1972, 





a er 
The Alberton Family seated left 10 right; Angeline, Vittorio, Libera, 
Standing left t0 right; Siro, Orillo and August 


ALLARD, Victor 

Victor Allard was born on a farm on Ile des Allumettes, 
Quebec in September, 1883, In his early twenties, he de- 
cided to travel in Ontario and finally settled in a litle place 
called Victoria Mines where he worked as a barber. 
Emma (better known as Mamie) Barbeau was born in 
February, 1891 on a farm in Azilda. During her late teens, 
her family moved to Victoria Mines to open up a rooming 
and boarding house. Mamie helped at home and also worked 
in MeDougall’s General Store. 

In the course of time, Victor and Mamie met and a 
friendship grew. Victor, dreaming and deciding he would 
have need of more money to support a wife and family, was 
hired on at Mond Nickel Mines, He continued to do 
barbering in his free time. 

In May 1913, Victor and Mamie were married in St. 
‘Anne’s Church, Sudbury. The following year they moved 
to Coniston where Victor began work as a craneman at the 
Mond Nickel Smelter. That year, too, a son was born to 
them, but to their great sorrow, he lived but a few days 

‘The Allards had four other children, all daughters; Stella, 
Verna, Helen and Viola. 

Mamie and Victor were a very happy couple who enjoyed 
their family and a very active church and community life. 
They were members of the Notre Dame de la Merci parish. 
Mamie was always involved in church suppers and bazaars. 
Her home baked bread, delicious pastries and preserves were 
known to many Conistonians. She was a member of the 
Catholic Women’s League and of the Ladies of St. Anne's, 
When the war broke out in 1939, her energy knew no bounds 
as she participated in Red Cross work. She was never 100 
busy to give a helping hand to friends and neighbours. She 
also acted as a mid-wife for Dr. Johns until daughter Verna 
became a registered nurse and stepped into her shoes. 

Victor, too, was always busy. During the summer months, 
he worked diligently in his huge garden to cultivate a variety 
of vegetables for the family’s winter supply. He kept a flock 
of some thirty chickens and even supplied some of the 
neighbours with fresh brown eggs. 

During the depression years, Victor managed to keep his 
family clothed and well fed, He supplemented his earnings 
by picking blueberries and shipping them to Toronto for 
better money. Every female member of the family had to 
contribute her fair share. Victor also obtained a shoe last 
and repaired the family shoes (not too fancy a handiwork, 
but certainly lengthened their use). 














Hunting and fishing were Victor's favourite sports. He 
seldom came back empty-handed from such trips. 
Sometimes, his knapsack bulged with partridges or a couple 
‘of rabbits or some barbottes. Another time, he and his 
hunting companions would bring home a deer. The family 
never lacked a meat supply. 





Mamie and Victor enjoyed entertaining relatives and 
friends at old fashioned family gatherings. After a huge and 
bountiful dinner, someone usually coaxed Victor into doing 
a step dance or playing jigs on his old violin while a niece 
‘accompanied him on the piano. A singsong would follow 
with much laughter and merriment. 


(Other favourite pastimes were family picnics and playing 
500 and bridge. 


Mamie and Victor never had the opportunity to get much 
schooling. Therefore, they were determined that their 
children would get the best education within their means, 
All four girls did their utmost to comply with their wishes. 
The final outcome was one registered nurse and three 
elementary school teachers. 


Both Mamie and Victor were very fond of children, 
Unfortunately, they were never to have the pleasure of seeing, 
their daughters marry or to know and spoil their 
grandchildren or their great-grandchildren. 


‘At the age of 48 on April 7, 1940, Mamie died suddenly 
at home. It was a great shock and loss to her family and 
friends. Victor was lost and very lonesome without his 
partner. He joined her on July 4, 1942 at the age of 59 after 
à short illness. 


‘Three of the Allard girls never strayed too far away from 
the family home. Stella retired from the teaching profession 
in June, 1974 and is living in Sudbury. 


Verna nursed in Coniston, at St. Joseph's Hospital and 
at the Sudbury General Hospital. She retired in September 
1973. She lives in Sudbury and is married to David C. 
Bamber who worked his INCO years at Copper Cliff. They 
raised three daughters and a son. There are four 
grandchildren, 


Viola, the youngest daughter, is presently teaching in 
George Vanier Public School, Lively. She is married to Earl 
W. Simpson, a member of the maintenance group with 
INCO at Creighton Mines. They had one son. 


Helen, after working in the Sudbury area for some three 
years, left to fill a teaching vacancy in Nobel. While working 
there she met and married Jim H. Baxter, an R.C.M.P. 
officer. She had to give up teaching when they moved to 
Alberta where her husband was sent to work in various 
postings. They finally settled permanently in Calgary and 
Helen went back to teaching until her retirement in 1975. 
The Baxters raised two sons and they have three 
‘grandchildren. 


If Mamie and Victor were able to return for a visit, they 
would be pleased to learn that there has been no break in 
family traditions. As a final note, possibly their only regret 
would be that their first born did not live to carry on the 
Allard name. 
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ANDREOLA, Ernesto 

Emnesto Andreola was born in Loria, Italy and in January, 
1926 he came to Coniston and hired on with Mond to 
work in the quarry. In 1934 he married Clara Comin who 
was born in Coniston in 1914. They had two children while 
in Coniston, Norma and Bruna who are both homemakers. 
In the early forties they moved to Niagara Falls where two 
more daughters Joanne and Pauline were born to them. 

Clara attended Our Lady of Mercy Separate School and 
Our Lady of Mercy was the family church. 





Clara, Ernest and daughters Norma 
and Bruna Andreol. 


Clara recalls the hardships of her childhood days as 

related in the article on her mother and dad. She has fond 

memories of the friendship in Coniston in those days. 
‘They presently live in California, 


ANGOVE, John 

John Angove came to Canada in 1912 when he was 19 
years old from Camborne, Cornwall, England, and worked 
around the Crean Hill area. His wife, Janet Easton, 
emigrated to Canada in 1910 from Darby, Kent, England. 
They were married in Sudbury and had two sons, Keith and 
Jack. 

In addition to spending some time in the Sudbury area, 
John spent a short period of time in Pennsylvania. He 
returned to Canada to work as a police officer. He was Chief 
of Police and later Sergeant on the Police Force in Coniston. 
Besides his police duties, he also assumed the position of 
Chief of the Coniston Fire Brigade. 





John Angove 
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The Angoves were members of All Saints Anglican 
‘Church. Janet was a leading figure in the Women’s Auxiliary 
and John was Treasurer of the church from 1937 until 1941 

‘They lost their son Keith in 1930. The other son, Jack, 
served with the Royal Canadian Air Force in World War 
IL. He married a Coniston girl, Bonnie McKerral. 

In the mid-1940's, John Sr. decided he would like a change 
in police work and took on a position with the Chapleau 
Police Force. He remained in this job until he retired. Jack 
Jr. has made his home in Coniston, works for INCO as an 
‘electrician. He and his wife are active in the community. 
Jack served on the town council, He now spends his leisure 
time curling and golfing, 


ARGENTIN, Frank 

Born in Castelfranco, Italy, in 1897 an adventurous 17 
year old Franco ‘Frank’ Argentin arrived in Canada and 
landed a job with the CPR on the north shore of Lake 
Superior. He then made Fort William his next stop 
where he worked as a stevedore. From here he tried his hand 
at mining in Sioux Lookout for 18 months, had a short go 
at a starch factory and spent two years at a Toronto 
brickyard before coming to Coniston and Mond as a 
‘mechanic in 1924. In 1926 the urge to wander took him to 
Timmins, Soo, Windsor and Parry Sound, but Coniston was 
already in his blood and before the year was out he had 
returned to Mond and the mechanical department from 
‘where he retired from Inco in 1962. 





Frank Argentin 


In 1932 Frank returned to Italy and a year later he married 
Elizabeth ‘Roma’ Beltrame who was born in Trevill in 190. 
In 1934 Frank was back in Coniston with his wife and three 
girls were born to them here; Mary (Mrs. Bernie Langlois); 
Linda (Mrs. ‘Tepper’ Caverson) and Valma (Mrs. Francis 
Wright). Six grandchildren round out the family 

The children attended the Coniston Separate and 
Continuation Schools and Linda graduated as an RN from 
the Marymount School of Nursing. Mary and Valma live 
in Sudbury and are career homemakers. Linda lives in 
Coniston and is a nurse at the Sudbury General Hospital. 

St. Paul the Apostle is the family church, 

Frank passed away in 1973. 





ARMSTRONG, John 

John Armstrong came to Canada from the Glasgow area 
in Scotland by working on a boat for passage to this country 
in 1904. He settled and got a job as a farmhand in the 
Ottawa Valley. He saved his money in hopes of returning 
to Scotland. The lonesome life on a farm away from his kin 
made John develop a love of music and a desire to play a 
violin. He bought his first violin in Ottawa while working 
on the farm. However, the farmer would not let him keep 
the violin in the house so he kept it in the bam and on 
Sunday afternoons when the boys from the neighbouring 
farms would gather they would all take turns in trying to 
master fiddling. John became a very good violin player and 
all without the help of reading music. 

John did return to Scotland but did not stay there very 
long. He returned to Canada with his sister Jean who became 
Mrs. MeLuchie and presently resides in Toronto. John 
decided to try his luck at farming in Western Canada; 
however, this did not last too long. He returned to 
‘Chesterfield where he had been corresponding with a young 
lady by the name of Leonora Claridge. John and Leonora 
were married on December 29, 1915, and before 100 long 
the Armstrongs made the move to Coniston with Leonora’s 
parents, the Claridges. They bought property on Concession 
Street and built their homes there. 

John Armstrong went to work for the Mond Nickel 
Company, saved his money and bought a farm at Romford 
around 1922. He moved his family there and remained on 
the farm until 1965 when he passed away. 

In addition to farming and working for the nickel 
company, and enjoying his violin, John was an ardent 
photographer and developed his own photographs. 

In the early 1930's the Armstrongs went in for raising pigs 
until 1952 when the children started to leave home and it 
was too much for John and his wife to carry on on their 












Left to right Emma, Wilfred, John Jr, Essie, John Sr. Armstrong 
behind the log barn on the Romford farm. 


‘There were originally chirteen children in the Armstrong 
family, with eight living for some time. Emma (Mrs. Bert 
Taylor) is now deceased; they had a family of two. Margaret 
(Mrs. Garnet Tracey) lives in Islington and they have four 
children, Emily (Mrs. Ray Millar) is now deceased; there 





were five children in that family. John Jr. married Mary 
McNab and they still live on the family farm; they had a 
family of five and Leonora, John’s mother, stil ives with 
them. Essie became Mrs. Lawson McCutcheon, and makes 
her home in Brantford; they have one child. Wilfred mar- 
ried Veeda Vellow. They have a family of seven and live in 
Coniston, Leona (Mrs. Ken Cain) also lives in Coniston and 
they have a family of six. Lola is married to Walter Murphy, 
lives in Hanmer and they have a family of four. There are 
thirty-six grandchildren, twenty-one great-grandchildren and 
one great-great-grandchild in the Armstrong family. 

John Armstrong Sr. has since passed away. Leonora, now 
93, lives with her son John and has fond memories of this 
area. She recalls the big touring car that was called 
“Whippet’* owned by them, the picnics, and horse and 
buggy rides. Most of all she is sorry that her first home, 
the log cabin on Concession Street, has been torn down, 





AUSTIN, Edgar Taylor 

Ed Austin laid out a plant and a town and returned later 
torun both. As a young surveyor, Ed plotted a location for 
the foundation of the Coniston Smelter and laid out the 
village streets before there were any buildings of any kind, 

Little did he know that he was destined to be a Plant 
Superintendent and Mayor of the town. 

Ed was born in Whitby in 1888 and was the son of à 
farmer. As a boy he attended a country school and did his 
share of the chores around the farm, He went to Whitby 
Collegiate Institute and in 1909 he graduated from the 
School of Practical Science at the University of Toronto. 


Father and daughter on that special day. Betty (Austin) Davey and 
Edgar Austin 





His first contact with the nickel industry was in 1909 when 
he spent the summer at Garson Mine as a mucker, a drillers 
helper and a powder monkey. He spent a year working in 
the engineering office of the Gulf Refining Company in 
Beaumont, Texas. He then returned to University to get his 
Bachelor of Science Degree. 

Ed enjoyed his first taste of life in the north and, after 
graduating, he headed straight back, locating first in Copper 
Cliff and then in 1911 in Coniston. 

‘When the new plant started up in 1913 after everyone had 
moved down from Victoria Mines, he was made Assistant 
Smelter Superintendent. When Superintendent JF 
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Robertson became Works Manager around 1919, Ed was 
promoted to Smelter Superintendent and, in 1937, when 
W.A. McDonnell retired, he was placed in charge of the 
whole plant. He held this position until his retirement on 
October 31, 1946, 

He served as Reeve of Neelon-Garson Township for two 
years and Mayor of Coniston at the time of incorporation 
in 1934 until 1946. 

After his retirement, Ed remained in the Sudbury area 
enjoying his camp at Windy Lake and doing some travelling, 
and from time to time visited Coniston to see some of his 
old friends like Tony Desautels and James Norquay. 

Edward Austin and his wife Alice had one daughter Betty 
who became Mrs. Jim Davey and made her home in 
Sudbury. They are all now deceased, except for three 
grandsons, Bruce, Edgar and Austin 


BABIJ, Michael 

Michael Babij came to Canada in 1911 from the Ukraine 
He first settled in Copper Cliff and later moved to Espanola, 
In 1923 he came to Coniston and was employed with the 
Mond Nickel Company. 

His wife, Paraska Onuski, came to Canada from the 
Ukraine in 1924 and settled in Coniston. Her brother 
Dinytio also resided in Coniston at that time. 

Michael and Paraska were married in Coniston and raised 
2 family of two boys, William and John. Both were educated 
in Coniston. 

After a time Michael left INCO and went to work for 
Falconbridge Nickel Mines, and remained there until his 
retirement. He has since passed away. 

William is an insurance representative, is now married, 
and lives in Sudbury. John is an electrician for Falconbridge 
Nickel Mines Ltd., is married, and lives in Onaping. 

Paraska is a member of St. Michael's Ukrainian Church 
She looks forward to visits from her sons and grandchildren. 














Michael, Paraska Bab and their wo sons, William and John. 
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BABY, George 

George Baby was born in 1881 in the village of Sarafentsi 
in the Province of Galicia, Austria, now part of the Ukraine. 
In 1905 he came to the U.S.A. where he spent two years, 
earned a bit of money and learned some English, and then 
returned home to marry his childhood sweetheart, Christina 
Mularchuk. They then came to Canada. 

While on board a steamship on his way across the sea, 
he acted as an interpreter for fellow passengers and was 
‘offered a job on Atlantic crossings to assist those emigrants 
who spoke little or no English. He declined the offer and 
instead went to Victoria Mines. They settled there and he 
worked in the nickel industry for nearly five years. They next 
moved to Espanola where he started a general store, bake 
shop and pool room. In 1913 he moved his business to 
Coniston but was burnt out, so he returned to work for the 
Mond Nickel Company where he remained until his 
retirement in 1946, 

‘The Babys had ten children: Annia, Julia and Bill born 
in Victoria Mine; Dan in Espanola; George, John, Lena, 
Mary, Helen and Elizabeth in Coniston, 


Front row left to right; Mary, George S., John (chil, Helen, 
Christina, Lena. Back row left right: George, Julia, Bill, Dan, 
Annie Baby. 





George was very active in the Ukrainian community in 
Coniston. He was one of several people who were 
responsible for the building of a hall and church in that 
community. 

His oldest son, Bill, joined him in working in the Coniston 
smelter, 

‘The Babys eventually moved from Coniston into Sudbury 
and founded Baby's Garage on Frood Road in 1936 
George, Dan and John were involved in the business and 
John still, today, continues to operate a garage. 

George Jr. passed away in 1963 and Elizabeth in 1982. 
‘The rest of the family, except Helen, sill reside in Sudbury 

Bill was an alderman for the City of Sudbury for many 
years. Annie is Mrs. Rapski, Julia became Mrs. Roscoe, 
Lena married Wally MacIntosh, Mary is Mrs. Maud, Helen 
became Mrs. Smith, and Elizabeth was Mrs. Banigan. 

George Sr. passed away in 1964 and his wife Christina 
in 1958. 


BACHORSKI, Bill 

Bill Bachorski married Anastasia Zwyer in 1922 and 
decided to come to Canada and make a better life. 

‘They left for Canada in 1926 and, acting on a friend’s 
suggestion, came to Coniston. Bill got a job on the charge 
floor with the Mond Nickel Company and they spent all their 
time in Coniston. During Bill latter years, he was relieving 
foreman on the charge floor. 

They had two daughters, Sophie and Stella, who were 
born, raised and educated in Coniston. The daughters have 
married and settled in the Toronto area. 

Bill retired in 1957 and he and his wife eventually moved 
Lo Toronto to be close to their daughters. 

Anastasia has since passed away. Bill isin his 90's and 
is still going strong, 





BAGGIO, Giovanni 

Giovanni Baggio and Fortunata Simeoni were both born 
in Castello Di Godego, Italy in 1876 and 1884 respectively. 
‘They were married in 1903 and three children were born to 
them there. Mario, the eldest, became a farmer and never 
came to Canada. He died in 1982. The other two children 
came to Canada. Romilda (Mrs. P. Crema) who came here 
in 1920, still lives in Coniston. Victor ‘Vic’ (married to Y. 
Gentile) passed away in 1970. 

In 1909 Giovanni came to Canada with his uncle, who 
was on his second trip here, and they came to Victoria Mine. 
In 1911 Fortunata and Victor joined Giovanni there and one 
year later they came to Coniston. Giovanni hired on with 
‘Mond where he stayed to retire from Inco as a plateworker 
in 1941. Five more children were born to the Baggios in 
Coniston, Marcellina (Mrs. L. Piotto) a homemaker, lives 
in Coniston, Julio (married to A. Comacchio) a maintenance 
Foreman with Inco, resides in Sudbury and retired in 1977. 


Seated left to right; Emilia and Mary. Standing left right; Gino 
and Julio 








“Julio, Fortunata & Giovanni Baggio. 


Mary (Mrs. R. Domenic), a housewife lives in Hamilton. 
Geno (married to R. Vecchies), a foreman with Inco, makes 
his home in Sudbury and retired in 1982. Emilia (Mrs. R 
Pella), a homemaker, also lives in Sudbury 
"The family church was Our Lady of Mercy and later on 
‘St. Paul the Apostle. The five children born in Coniston 
were educated in the Coniston Separate School. 
Giovanni and Fortunata encountered the same difficult 
conditions that others who arrived at that time faced. 
‘Giovanni passed away in 1965 and was predeceased by 
Fortunata in 1956. 
They are survived by 20 grandchildren, 34 great- 
grandchildren, and four great-great-grandchildren, 








BALDISERA, Valentino 

Valentino Baldisera was born in Castello Di Godego in 
‘Treviso Italy in 1884 and came to Victoria Mine in 1910. 
That same year his father-in-law I. Simeoni came 10 
Victoria Mine to work; however, he passed away a short 
time after. Three years later Valentino moved to the new 
smelter in Coniston. In 1913 Valentino's wife, Antonia 
(Simeoni) came to Coniston from Italy with their daughter 
Rosina (Mrs. Fiore Caverson) and they lived with neighbours 
until their home was built. 

Here, four more children were born to them, namely: 
Vittorio “Vie? (married to Yolanda Caverson); Anita (Mrs. 
G. Limareli); Esperanza (Mrs. Santo Favrin) and Gino 
(married to Ida Oliver). 

In 1924 Valentino's mother Giuditta (Zanchetta) Baldisera 
came to live with the family in Coniston. In 1932, during 
the depression, Giuditta, Antonia, Esperanza and Gino went 
to Italy. Three years later Antonia and Gino were back in 
Coniston, Esperanza married in Italy where she and Santo 
operated a grocery and butcher shop for 23 years before 
returning to Coniston. 

‘The children were educated at Our Lady of Mercy School. 
‘The family church was Our Lady of Mercy and now St. Paul 
the Apostle, 
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Front left to right; grandchildren Lino Caverson & Lorenda 
Caverson. 

Second row left to right; Fiore Caverson, Antonia (Simeoni) 
Baldisera, Valentino Baldsera, Judita Baldisera, Gino Baldisera 
‘Back row ef to right; Rosa (Baldisera) Caverson, Vitor Balser, 
‘Anita (Baldisera) Limarelli, Giovanni Limarell, Speranza 
Baldisera 





Valentino worked as a blacksmith; his son Vittorio 
followed in his footsteps. Gino and Vie both retired from 
Inco, Gino as a bricklayer and Vie as a blacksmith and 
‘carpenter. Rosina ‘Rosie’ operated the Nickel Club for many 
years and Anita was a homemaker. 

There were none of the amenities of life when the 
Baldiseras arrived. Giuditta passed away in 1951 at 93 years 
‘of age and Antonia died in 1969, predeceased by Valentino 
in 1941. Anita died in 1979 followed by Gino in 1981. 

There are presently 15 grandchildren and 30 great 
grandchildren. 


BARAN, Peter 

Peter Baran came to Canada in 1928 from the Ukraine 
and settled in Coniston. He went to work for Mond Nickel 
‘Company at the Coniston smelter. He was laid off in 1930 
but returned in 1933 and was a skimmer for some twenty 
years until his retirement. 

He was married in 1936 at Fort William to Olga 
Duchnicki and they had one daughter. 

Peter's hobby has been gardening, and from the early days 





Peter and Olga Baran 


2 





he has won prizes in the annual INCO competition when 
the company participated in such ventures. 

The Barans are members of St. Michael's Ukrainian 
Catholic Church and make their home on Walter Street 





BARAZZUOL, Giuseppe 

Giuseppe (Joe) Barazzuol who was born in 1878 and 
Filomena Marcon, who was three years younger, exchanged 
marriage vows in Treviso, Italy in 1907. Joe had already 
been in Toronto, Canada for two years when he returned 
home, married Filomena and then returned with her to settle 
in Vietoria Mine. All this in the same year. They don’t make 
them like that anymore. Here the family increased by three 
with the birth of; Vito, Ida (Mrs. A. Bettol) and Mary (Mrs, 
À. Castellan) 

In 1919 the family moved to Coniston where Joe was 
employed by Mond as a mason, a job he held until his 
retirement in 1945. During the first few years in Coniston 
the Barazzuols ran a small grocery store on what is now 
Caruso Street. They were blessed with five more children; 
Rizzieri, Jean (Mrs. G. Orasi), ‘Custer’, Amy (Mrs. F. 
Pagnutti) and Norman. 

Our Lady of Mercy was the family church and the children 
were educated in the Coniston Separate and Continuation 
Schools. The children grew up, and after a stay at Inco, Vito 
set up his own ceramic business in Detroit. Ida, Jean and 
‘Amy lent their expertise to homemaking and Jean involved 
herself in hotel management. Rizzieri started out at Inco 
but later moved to Timmins, ‘Custer’ and Norman are both 
retired Inco employees. Custer retired as a machine shop 
foreman, 


Seated left to right; Filomena and Guiseppi Barazzuol. Standing 
left to right; Custer, Aime, Jean, Norman, Mary, Ida, Vito. 





In the early days living conditions were difficult for this 
couple and their neighbours as there was no running ws 
electricity or indoor plumbing. Nevertheless the family 
survived the hardships and in 1957 everyone joined to 
celebrate Joe and Filomena’s S0th wedding anniversary. At 
a Barazzuol family reunion in 1981 there were 95 relatives 
present from as far away as the west coast. 

Rizzieri passed away in 1935 and in 1959 Joe and 
Filomena left this life together, as they had been those many 
years. They died one day apart 





Barbe, Emile 

Emile Barbe, a third generation Canadian, was born in 
Embrun, Québec in 1897. His grandfather was born in 
Papineauville in 1835, From Embrun the family moved to 
Warren and in 1905 they settled in St. Charles. 

Florence St. Georges was born in Penetanguishene 
Ontario in 1897 and moved to St. Charles the following year. 
In 1916 Emile went to work for Inco in Crean Hill until 1921 
when he returned to the St. Charles homestead to work on 
the family farm. That same year he and Florence were 
‘married in St. Charles and in 1923 they moved to Coniston 
and Emile was employed by Inco where he worked until his 
retirement in 1958 as a craneman. 





Seated left to right; Martha, Frances, Florence, Emil, Margaret. 
Standing left to right; Aimé, Leo, Hector, Joe and Andy Barbe. 





‘There were ten children born to Florence and Emile: 
Annette who died in infancy; André "Andy" (married to 
Frances Swearingen); Françoise ‘Frenchie? (Mrs. U. 
Comacchio); Hector (married to Lorraine Gosselin) and his 
in Ernest who died in infancy; Aimé (harried to Vivian 
Gaudette); Léo ‘Lefty’ (married to Helen Norris); Martha 
(Mrs. Wm. Morrison) and her twin Margaret (Mrs. Wm. 
Core) and Joseph ‘Joe’ (married to Noreen Benedetti). 


Emile and Florence went to a country school in St. Charles 
while the children were educated in the Coniston Separate 
and Continuation Schools. Joe also attended St. Charles 
College and Francoise went to Sudbury High and graduated 
sa teacher from Ottawa Teacher's College. Martha, now 
residing in Chatham, is an R.N. graduating from St 
Joseph’s Hospital in Sudbury and Margaret is an R.N.A. 
Formerly with the Sudbury Public Health Unit. Joe has 
served on town council and Hector has been a volunteer 
fireman for more than 25 years. Joe, Hector and Léo are 
employed by Inco, the latter as a foreman and Aimé works 
‘at Falconbridge. Andy, of baseball and hockey fame, lives 
in Pittsburgh and is owner of a Coke bottling plant. 





Florence who now resides at La Ruche recalls the dirt 
roads, lack of electricity, outdoor privies and open ditches 
etc. of the early days. 

In 1971 Florence and Emile celebrated their fiftietn 
‘wedding anniversary and amongst the many offsprings were 
28 grandchildren, There are presently 13 Canadian 6th 
generation great-grandchildren. Emile passed away in 1971 


BARBE, George 

George Barbe was born in Estalfield, Quebec, and his 
wife Juliette in Montpellier, Quebec. They were married in 
St. Charles in 1919 and settled in the St. Charles area. The 
dren in the Barbe family are Germain, Georgette, Rene, 
Aline, Alice, Ernest, Jean-Louis and Claire 

‘The family came (0 Coniston in 1938. George hired on 
with the International Nickel Company and was a blastman 
for a number of years until his health failed. He spent the 
remainder of his working years in the changehouse as a dry 

‘Their daughter Germaine married a Coniston native, 
George Halverson, who worked in the Coniston plateshop, 
later became a foreman, They are now retired and live in 
St. Charles. Georgette makes her home in Sudbury. Rene 
works at the Copper Cliff carpenter shop, for a number of 
years lived in Sudbury, and now makes his home in Alban. 





Juliette and George Barbe. 





Aline and Alice both became nurses. Aline lives in Sudbury 
and Alice in North Bay. Jean-Louis is a metallurgical 
engineer and now makes his home in Iron Mountain, 
Michigan, U.S.A. Ernest is an INCO worker. He and his 
wife reside in Coniston, Claire, who is now Mrs. Ken 
Conlon, also lives in Coniston. 

‘George passed away in 1966 and his wife, Juliette, still 
makes her home in Coniston. 


BARNOSKI, Ignace 

Ignace Barnoski was born in 1890 and came to Canada 
prior to the First World War from the Province of Galicia, 
then under Austrian rule, He settled in Saskatchewan and 
‘married Emilia Kozak. 


Emilia and Ignace children Joe and Nellie 











They had two children, Joe and Nellie. Joe was born in 
Watrous, Saskatchewan and Nellie in Coniston. 

‘The Barnoskis came to Coniston in 1924. Ignace went to 
work for the Mond Nickel Company. He worked in the 
furnace department on the charge floor as motorman and 
in the bins. Ignace retired in 1965 and passed away in 1979. 
Emilia died in 1977. 

Their daughter Nellie, who is now Mrs. Bill Black, makes 
her home in Burlington. Joe, who followed his father into 
the nickel industry, just recently retired. He and his wife 
Rose make their home in Coniston. 





BASSETT, Henry 

Henry Bassett and his wife Mary Uttley were natives of 
Port Hope, Ontario. They were married in 1911 in the city 
‘of Toronto, and a couple of years later found themselves 
heading into northern Ontario and taking up residence in 
Copper Cliff where Henry was employed by the Nickel 
Company. While in Copper Cliff, the family lived on 
Church Street, Their stay in Copper Cliff did not last too 
long. Henry decided to go to work for Mond Nickel in 
Coniston. He was employed in the Coniston plate shop as 
a boilermaker, and many a day he spent crawling in and 
out of the hot fire boxes repairing tubes on the steam 
locomotives. 

The Bassetts raised and educated seven children in 
Coniston. They were Wilfred, Edna, Bernice, Marion, 
Norman, June and Dorothy. Norman passed away at a fairly 
young age, Wilfred followed his father into the nickel plant 
in Coniston, worked in the plate shop and later went on the 
security force. The girls, Bernice and Marion, also worked 
for the nickel company in the plant during the Second World 
War. Edna was a dietician, became Mrs. Albert Hill and 
settled in Guelph, Bernice married Clifford Tschirhart and 
lived in Kitchener. Marion became Mrs. Gerald Cyr, made 
her home in Copper Cliff. Dorothy was Mrs. Joseph 
Bronicheski and also resided in Copper Cliff. June became 
Mrs. Oliver Koebel and lives in Kitchener. After the war, 
Wilfred settled in Milton, Ontario. 
































Henry and Mary Basset. 
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Henry Bassett continued to work in the Coniston plate 
shop and eventually became the plate shop foreman. He 
retired in 1958 with 43 years service. Mary passed away in 
1959 and Henry in 1973 

Of the seven Bassett children, only June is still ving and 
is still in Kitchener. Edna’s daughter Norma resides in 
Sudbury and so do several of Dorothy's children live in the 
area. The Bassetts had 30 grandchildren. 


BATTISTUZZI Brothers 

Gino Battistuzzi was born in Pianzano, Treviso, Italy in 
1898 and was the first of three brothers to come to Canada. 
He arrived here in 1914 and was hired by Mond where he 
stayed until he quit Inco as a skimmer in 1953. He returned 
to Italy that year and married a hometown girl Ida Zanetti 
and they had one child named Rita. A heavily wooded 
‘country, no hydro, no plumbing and generally poor living 
conditions greeted Gino on his arrival. He died in 1977. 


Vito Battistuzzi was born in 1899 in the same town and 
he arrived in Canada in 1926 and came to Coniston where 
he was hired by Mond. In 1934 he returned to Italy to marry 
Maria Marchesin a local girl who was born in 1910. Upon 
their return to Coniston Vito found that his job had been 
terminated and it was not until 1936 that he was rehired 
When he retired in 1964 he had 28 years of credited service. 
‘Their daughter Beatrice resides in Toronto and is a Manager 
with Bell with more than 20 years service. 





Vito Battstuzzi 


“The parents were educated in Pianzano’s local schools and 
Beatrice attended Coniston Separate and Continuation 
Schools and Sudbury High. St. Paul the Apostle is the family 
church. Vito passed away in 1978 

‘Giuseppe ‘Joe’ Battistuzzi was born in 1904 in the same 
town and also came to Coniston in 1926 and started with 
Mond, In 1945 Joe quit Inco to take up the barbering trade 
in Sudbury. In 1946 he returned to Italy where he married 
Giovanna Fedat in 1947. In 1949 they returned to Coniston 
‘and he resumed his barbering in Sudbury. In 1953 the couple 
returned (0 Italy 





BATTISTUZZI, Giuseppe 

Born in Pianzano, Italy in 1880, Giuseppe (Joe) 
Battistuzzi decided Canada was the place to be and in 1909 
he showed up in Victoria Mine looking for a job. In 1911 
his 28 year old wife Angelina (née Di Nadia) and their young 
son Maristo joined Joe there. In 1913 when Mond's new 
smelter was taking shape the family moved to Coniston 
where Joe became a machinist, a job he held until his 
retirement in 1945 

Tn 1915 a log building which had been a store in Victoria 
Mine was moved to Coniston in its entirety and was located 
where it still stands, after renovations as the family home. 
‘The new arrivals found a few crude homes built in heavily 
forested surroundings. For many years Joe maintained a well 
‘roomed bocce playground where he enjoyed many a happy 
Sunday with his frends, with proceedings closely monitored 
by the family dog ‘Watch’. Joe was an affable fellow, 
respected for his ability and liked by his fellow workers. He 
volunteered many hours as caretaker and general supervisor 
during the construction of the initial Club Allegri building 
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Angelina and Giuseppe Battstezz. 


Four more children were born to Joe and Angelina after 
their arrival in Coniston. Inez who is married to Hector 
Fabris, Nildo who lives at home, Vila is a widow and was 
married to Angelo Franchetto, and Emma who also lives 
at home. 

Maristo was a mechanic at Inco until shortly before he 
passed away in 1967. Nildo, retired in 1978 was a craneman 
at Inco and Emma also worked at Inco during the war years. 

The children were educated in the Coniston Separate and 
Continuation Schools with Our Lady of Mercy and St. Paul 
The Apostle being the family churches. 

Joe died in 1964 and Angelina joined him in 1966. 





BEAUPARLANT, Alex 

Alex Beauparlant was a native of St. Gabriel de Brandon, 
Quebec. At an early age he moved with his family to the 
St. Charles farming area where he grew up and eventually 
‘came to Coniston in 1923 in search of work with the Mond 
Nickel Company. 

‘A year after he went to work in Coniston, Alex married 
Maria Lemieux of St. Charles. They had a family of three; 
‘Simone who became Mrs. Siro Alberton, May who married 














Alex and Maria Beauparlant 


Alex Arseneau, Yvon who was a dispatcher with the CPR 
and is married to Liane Lorenzetti. Simone and May still 
live in Coniston. 

‘Alex was a jovial type of fellow and liked a good argument 
whether it was about politics or sports. He was a great 
defender of the Montreal Canadiens. 

He spent most of his working days in the sintering plant, 
eventually becoming a foreman. 

He played an active role in the St. John’s Ambulance 
Corps, acting as an instructor to the men on the job. 

Alex was a victim of a tragic accident which occurred on 
the morning of February 9, 1951 when a bus load of working 
men on their way from work were struck by a CPR train. 
Alex and a number of his co-workers were instantly killed. 
It was a sad day in Coniston. 

Maria carried on raising the children and continuing to 
live in Coniston. Lately, she turned her home over to 
daughter May and herself resides in Pioneer Manor in 
Sudbury, 


BEHUN, John 

John Behun was born in a farming town called Chorostkiv 
in the Ukraine in 1887. Like many of his countrymen, John 
wanted to make a better life for himself, so he decided to 
come to Canada in 1911. The C.P.R. transported many 
immigrants to the prairies to work the land. He found that 
there was no money in farming and lots of hard work. He 
heard of Coniston and the Mond Nickel Company where 
a lot of his friends and relatives had settled and were 
‘working. He headed east in 1915 and got himself a job and 
continued to work until 1932. 

In 1925 John married Anna Chorney, who had come to 
Canada in 1924. Anna was also born in Chorostkiv, and 
was one of the three children their father brought to 
Canada in those early days. 

‘Anna and John Behun had two boys, William, who is 
employed by C.N.R. in a supervisory capacity in Toronto, 
and Paul who lives in Coniston and is employed by INCO 
as a Mechanical Instructor. 
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John and Anna Behun and sons Bill and Paul 


Paul, besides his mechanical skills, throughout the years 
Had developed into an accomplished singer. He has been 
heard not only as a lead singer in several church choirs, but 
is also a soloist in the well known Dnipro Choir. 

John Behun passed away in 1932 and Anna is now residing 
in Sudbury enjoying a healthy life 





BELANGER, Felix 

Felix Belanger was born in 1891 on a farm near 
Chelmsford. His parents operated the hotel in that town and 
his father also ran the livery stable and acted as Justice of 
the Peace. 

‘At the age of 18 in 1909, Felix decided to venture out on 
his own and moved into Sudbury and did odd jobs. In 1914, 
he was hired on at the Mond Nickel Co. in Coniston. 

Felix met Nellie Modeste who was born in Warren and 
had gone to live with her family in Crean Hill, The couple 
were married in 1915 in St. Anne's Church in Sudbury. 





Felix and Nellie Belanger. 


Felix spent the next 40 years working for the Nickel 
‘Company and was a crane operator in the converter building 
in the smelter. He retired in 1956. 

‘They were active in the community and members of Our 
Lady of Mercy Church. 
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They had a family of four; Adjutor who became a 
‘carpenter and worked in both Coniston and Copper Cliff 
and has since retired. Felicia, Mrs. VanDett now resides in 
Ottawa, Frederick is in the Federal Civil Service, and Joseph 
is @ medical technician living in California. 

Both Felix and Nellie are now deceased. He died in 1960 
and she in 1971. Their son Adjutor who is now retired still 
has close contact with Coniston since he lives on the 
Kingsway, and he and his wife belong to Our Lady of Mercy 
Church. 





BELOWOS, Steve 

Steve Belowos was born in the village of Chorostikiv in 
the Ukraine. In 1910 he came to Canada in search of a job 
and a better life. His first stop was Montreal and then he 
‘went on west, only to return a short while later. 

‘Annie Bialy came to Canada in 1911 from a neighbouring 
village called Chlopiwka and settled in Montreal with her 
sister Nelle 

‘Steve and Annie were married in Montreal and then 
moved to Victoria Mine, Crean Hill area, where Annie's 
uncles were employed. 

In 1913 Steve came to work in Coniston for the Mond 
Nickel Company, and worked there until 1929. They lived 
at the far end of Edward Street and Steve and Annie also 
operated a dry goods store. 

‘They had six children, Fred, Walter, Mary, Bill, Mike and 
Sophie, all born in Coniston 

After Steve quit the smelter in 1929, they moved to St 
Anne’s in Southern Ontario for a short period of time, where 
they bought a fruit farm. Life down south was not fo their 
liking so they returned to the Sudbury area. Before too long 
they were back in Coniston and purchased a home from Dan 
Chmara. The home and property which is at the far end of 
William Street is still in the family. Their son Bill now lives 
there. 

Steve passed away in 1958 and Annie in 1975. 

Mary, Walter and Sophie live in Hamilton. Fred and 
Mike, the perennial bachelors, and brother Bill still live in 
Coniston, 








Seated left to right Steve, Walter, Fred. Standing left and right 
Mary & Annie Belowos 


BENEDETTI, Nicholas 

1899, before the turn of the century was when Nicholas 
(Di Benedetto) Benedetti first came to Canada at 25 years 
of age from Giavons, Italy. He was employed by the CPR 
for a short while and then by the Canadian Copper Co. in 
Copper Cliff. He was also one of the first men working at 
Crean Hill and then he went to Creighton Mine. 

In 1908 he returned home, married 22 year old Albina 
Toppazzini and after Rizzieri (Zerie) was born he returned 
to Copper Cliff in 1912. The next year his wife and son 
joined him and here a second son Fiori (Maxie) was born. 
‘One year later the family moved to Garson where he and 
en Scagnetti became partners in a grocery business, Here 
‘Umberto ‘Bert’, Yollanda, Jimmy and Aurore were born, 

In 1919 the family moved to Coniston where Nicholas 
opened his own grocery store. Two more sons Nicholas 
“Bibi”, and Galdino were born here. In 1926 the entire family 
moved to Italy and left their store in Ben Scagnetti's care. 
Three years later Nicholas and his sons Zerie and Maxie 
returned to their store on Allan Street where Nicholas left 
his two sons in charge in 1931 and returned home to Italy. 





left fo right; Aurore, Yolanda, Umberto, (Bert), Flori (Maxie), 
Benedetti, Joe DeLuca, Riszieri(Zere), Jimmy, Nicholas Junior 
Benedetti. 





In 1934 Maxie went to work for Inco and retired as a 
painter in 1972. The following year Zerie started for Inco 
and he retired in 1973 as a craneman. In 1934 Bert returned 
from Italy and the next year he went to work for Inco. In 
1951 Nicholas and his sister Aurore, who had married Julio 
Di Benedetto, both came back to Coniston and both men 
were employed at Inco, 

The following year Galdino came back to Coniston, and 
‘worked for the town until 1958 when he also went to Inco, 
when Yollanda had just arrived. She stayed for 20 years and 
then returned to Italy. 

Zerie was a steward for the Mine Mill Union for many 
years and played soccer for several local teams in his youth 
while Maxie became one of the original Coniston Band 
members and also served as treasurer for Club Allegri for 

The family members recall the dirt roads, open ditches, 
lack of running water and no electricity, etc. for the early 
years, They remember in 1922 when there were two gasoline 
Pumps in town, one at Norquay Bros. General Store and 
one at their store. 

Nicholas passed away in 1948, predeceased by Albina in 
1947. Bert and Galdino died in 1974 and 1980 respectively. 
Aurore passed away in 1978. 


BENOIT, Harvey L. 

Harvey Benoit was born in Chippawa Falls, Wisconsin, 
U.S.A., in 1885. His parents, Emery Benoit and Felicité 
Legault, were repatriated to Canada, having left the country 
from the Beauharnois area in the province of Quebec. The 
family farmed in Dunnet Township area around St. Charles, 
Ontario. 

This region was founded mostly by repatriated French 
Canadians whose families had left Canada to work in the 
textile industries of that country and had returned to their 
beloved Canada to make a living. 

In 1911, Harvey met Anna Bertrand, a newly arrived 
school teacher from La Passe, Ontario. They were married 
in Warren that same year. Harvey and his new bride took 
to farming, but shortly after decided to seek employment 
elsewhere. 

In 1912, Harvey set out for Espanola, Ontario, but for 
some unknown reason got off the train'at Romford, and 
walked back to the Coniston construction site where 
foundations were being laid for the smelter that was to be 
moved from Victoria Mines. 

He had no problem getting a job, and with the help of 
a good samaritan, Mr. Dinnie O'Brien, found a small house 
in Old Coniston where he and his wife settled down. After 
the construction was completed, Harvey went to work for 
the Mond Nickel Company and in due time, when the 
‘company houses were built, he and Anna were moved over 
to a new house on Third Avenue. 

It could be said that Anna had quite a career in teaching. 
She graduated from Teachers College in Montreal and 
taught school at Fort Coulonge, Quebec, Fall River, Mass., 
Elk Lake, Chelmsford, St. Charles and Warren, Ontario. 

Harvey was an independent sort of fellow and believed 
in owning his own home. He gave up his company house 
and built a house on Concession Street. He raised five 
children: Rita, a graduate nurse who now resides in Sudbury; 
Bertrand, who is retired from INCO now living in Levack; 
Hector an iron worker, and Oswald who worked for INCO, 
both now deceased; Felix who has recently retired from 
INCO and still lives in Coniston in the home that his father 
built. 














Harvey had an interesting career in Coniston, and ended 
up as a foreman in the plant. He was very active in federal 
and provincial politics and was a councillor for the town 
of Coniston for 11 years. 

Harvey passed away in 1963, and his wife Anna is 
considered the oldest citizen of Coniston today and is now 
residing at the Extendicare Nursing Home in Sudbury, since 
February 1982, and still considers Coniston her home. 








BIALY Family 

The Bialy brothers, Thomas and Michael, came to Canada 
in 1910 from the farming village of Chlopiwka in the 
Province of Galicia, then under Austrian rule. Tom went 
to work in the smelter at Victoria Mines and Mike went into 
‘mining. Mike was single and Tom was married. Tom's wife, 
Anastasia Moroz, and daughter Annie remained in the old 
country for four years after her husband came to Canada. 

Mike remained single and worked in a number of mines 
in Ontario, while Tom transferred from Victoria Mine to 
Coniston, built a small home, and sent for his wife and 
daughter in 1914. They arrived in Canada shortly before 
World War I broke out. Tom had been living the life of a 
bachelor in his house with a number of other single 
countrymen who were working at the Coniston smelter. 
‘Anastasia not only became a homemaker for her husband, 
but also immediately had to look after a number of 
boarders. Coming from a farming village, a vegetable garden 
‘was a must, as well as a cow, chickens and a couple of pigs. 
In addition to being a farmer in his homeland, Tom also 
worked as a teamster for the local distillery, was a lover of 
horses, so for a while in Coniston he kept a horse to work 
for himself and his neighbours and do the necessities of that 
day before the automobile took over. 














Anastasia and Tom Bialy, 


Two years after Tom's wife and daughter came to 
Canada, their only daughter Annie married Joe Solski and 
settled on a property across the lane from her parents. Tom 
continued to work for the Mond Nickel Company until ill 
health convinced him to quit in 1929. He moved to Montreal 
fora couple of months and then returned to the area, setting 
in Sudbury on Montague Street where he lived until he 
passed away in 1934. Anastasia remained in Sudbury, 
making periodic visits to see her daughter and grandchildren 
in Coniston, until her daughter and family moved next door 
to her in 1948, Anastasia passed away in 1955. 
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BIASUCCI Mario 
Mario Biasucci came to Coniston in 1926 from Volpago 

in Treviso, Italy and in 1927 he was joined by Palmira 

Cattelan a’ girl from his hometown who he married. 


‘There were four children born to them, Teresa who is a 
homemaker, Joseph who isin the restaurant business, John 
who is retired and Rita who is a homemaker. 


The children were educated in Our Lady of Mercy 
Separate School. Mario was employed as a hoist operator 
with Inco until the family moved to Niagara Falls in the 
forties. Palmira still ives there. Mario has since passed away. 


La famille BIDAL 

Les familles Bidal de Coniston sont de descendance 
française, L'ancêtre paternel est venu au Canada en 1894, 
11 s'établit premièrement à Montréal ct déménagea ensuite 
sur une ferme à Sturgeon Falls en 1914. 

Trénge fut le premier à s'établir à Coniston en 1933 
Lorsqu'il fut embauché par le conseil scolaire. Il est décédé 
en 1958 à lage de 53 ans après y avoir oeuvré pendant 25 
ans dont 10 comme directeur. 


‘Son épouse, Marie Anna Charette de Corbeil, et son fils 
Roland, qui est maintenant directeur d'école à Val Caron, 
demeurent encore & Coniston, 

En 1935, Jean-Marie et Paul sont venus rejoindre leur 
frère, Paul a travaillé pendant 39 ans à l'INCO. Il est 
maintenant retiré et demeure à Sudbury. 


Jean-Marie épousa Elvina Desforges de St. Charles. Il fut 
membre de Ia commission scolaire pendant 25 ans et du 
conseil de ville pendant 2 ans. Il est maintenant ala retraite 
après avoir travaillé à l'INCO pendant 34 ans. 

Cinq de ses six enfants demeurent encore Coniston. 
Raymond travaille à l'INCO; Rachel (Comeau) enscigne à 
Coniston; Yvette travaille à l'hôpital Laurentien; Fernand 
est gérant de la Caisse Populaire; et Marie-Claire (Gagné) 
est directrice à l'école St-Paul de Walden. André, qui 
demeure à Sudbury, travaille pour Falconbridge. 





Elvina et Jean-Marie Bidal. 


Marie Anna et Irénée Bidal, 








BILOWS, George 

George Bilows was born in Chorostkiv in the Ukraine. 
He came to Canada at the age of 22 to live with his uncle 
in Winnipeg. During the summers he worked for the CNR 
as a track layer and in the Jumber camps during the winters. 

In 1927 he came to Coniston to work for the Mond Nickel 
Company. During the depression he was laid off, so he went 
to work for Fraser Brace Company. In 1933 he came back 
to work for INCO in the furnace department where he 
remained until his retirement in 1965. 





While in Coniston in 1929, he met and married Annie 
Lazarowich, who came from Sarafentsi in the Ukraine. They 
have one son, Bill, who also worked for INCO in the 
Sudbury area and has since transferred to Thompson, 
Manitoba, where he is in charge of the warehouse. 

George and Annie moved to Winnipeg, Manitoba, after 
retirement, to be closer to their son and his children 
However, they visit Coniston frequently. 





BILOWUS, John 


Front row left to right; Angela, Olga, John Sr. John Jr., Sonia. 
Back row left 10 right; Anne, Justine Bilowus. 





John Bilowus was born in Kosiw, Ukraine in 1901 and 
came to Canada with his parents and settled in Ethelbert, 
Manitoba, where he was raised and attended school. AS 
years went by, he felt that farming wasn't meant for him. 
With his brother-in-law, John Storozuk (already living in 
Coniston) he came to Coniston and went to work for Mond. 
Nickel, in 1924. In 1925, John returned home to Ethelbert, 
and two years later married Justine Syrnyk. 

A year later John decided to return to Coniston and work 
again for Mond Nickel. While in Coniston (1928-1954) they 
raised five children: Anne Dolchewski, Powell River, B.C., 
‘Angela Behun, Coniston, Ont., Olga Krawec, Toronto, 
Ont. Sonia Hucal, Sudbury, Ont., John Bilowus Jr. 
Hamilton, Ont. 

John and Justine resided in Sudbury from 1954-1972. 

The last ten years they have been residing in St. 
Catharines, enjoying good health and every winter they 
spend in Florida, 








BLAKE, Aime 

Aime Blake was born in Perkins Mill, Quebec. He came 
to Coniston in 1920. One of his first jobs was working for" 
the Norquay Brothers. In 1934 he went to work for INCO 
and started as a puncher. When the first pilot plant went 
into operation, he became a rotary kiln operator. 

In 1937, he married Lea Duhaime in Coniston who was 
a school teacher from 1927 to 1960, She came from St 
Charles with her parents in 1913. 

They have five children, Robert, Gerald, Normand, 
Roland and Jean Marc. Ail were born and educated in 
Coniston. 








Front row left to righ Aimé, Léa, Jean Marc. Back row left 10 
right; Gerald, Robert, Normand & Roland Blake. 


Robert operates a garage in Coniston. Gerald works for 
the Ministry of Education in North Bay. Normand works 
for Herbrand Tools and lives in London, Ontario, Roland 
is a teacher with the Sudbury Board of Education, and Jean 
Marc is a Personnel Manager for Northern Tele- 
communications in Saskatoon 

From 1960 to 1978, Lea was Supervisor of Special 
Education in Sudbury. Since her retirement from that 
position for the past four years, she has been a Psychometrist 
for the Ministry of Education for the Sudbury Region. 

‘Aime retired from INCO in 1969, but helped out in the 
garage business. He has since passed away. Lea, although 
retired, still finds many activities in the education field t0 
‘occupy her time. 
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BLAKE, Wilmer 

‘Wilmer Blake was born in the State of Massachusetts and 
came to Canada prior to the 1900's. 

In 1898, Wilmer married Arzilie Filio in Angers, Quebec. 
‘Two of their children, Tom and Leonard, were born in 
Angers. 

In 1900 the Blake family moved to the Nickel Belt, first 
setting in Copper Cliff and then at Creighton, where Mr. 
Blake was employed as a shaft-sinker. In April of 1901, they 
moved to Victoria Mine and 12 years later transferred with 
the rest of the community to Coniston. 

‘They had fifteen children, eleven of them still living when 
they celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary in 1948, 
Rose, Denis, Aldege and Hector were born in Victoria Mine. 
Irene was born in Chelmsford, and Margaret, Stella, George 
and Lionel were born in Coniston, 

Wilmer was a crane operator at the smelter. He was 
seriously bumt in an accident while at this job. This disabled 
him and he had 10 move to another department, the charge 
floor, where he was a motorman. He retired on a service 
pension in 1942. 








Front row left to right; Stell, Margaret, Wilmer, Arzilie, Rose, 
Tene. Back row left to right; Aldege, Denis, Lionel, Tom, George, 
Hector (Toe) & Leonard Blake. 


A number of his sons went to work at the smelter. Tom 
and Denis were at Falconbridge and Aldege at Coniston. 
Leonard and Lionel also worked for Inco. 

All of the boys were involved in sports and Hector (Toe) 
Blake was the most celebrated athlete of them all. He played 
for several teams in the National League and coached the 
Montreal Canadiens. Lionel was a good ball player, Denis 
played lacrosse, and George played hockey for the American 
League. 

‘A number of the Blake children are still around. Tom is 
in Falconbridge, Leonard is deceased, Irene and Rose are 
in Sudbury, Denis is in Falconbridge, Aldege is deceased, 
‘Toe is in Montreal, Margaret in Toronto, Stella in Garson, 
George in Kitchener and Lionel in Lively. 


BLAKELEY, Mathew 

Mathew Blakeley and his wife Sara came to Coniston 
from the Sellwood area in 1924. Mathew had been mining 
in that area. When the mine closed down he went into the 
forest industry for a few years and eventually came to 
Coniston to work for the Mond Nickel Compan 

‘The Blakeleys had five children, Verna, Alice, Mary Ann, 
Sue and Tommy. 
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Mathew was a hard worker and that work had an ill effect 
on his health because he passed away at the age of 58 in 
1942, never reaching retirement. His wife Sara died in 1958. 

‘Alice married Jack Pearson who worked at INCO and 
lives in Sudbury. Mary Ann married Bert Conley who was 
2 policeman at INCO, and she now resides in Cartier, Sue 
married Doug Shields who owned his own service station. 
She is now deceased. Tommy who worked for INCO for 
‘a while now makes his home in Toronto. Verna, the oldest 
daughter, worked at the Engineers Club in Copper Cliff, 
That's where she met Frank Pilkington, married him in 
1934, and moved to Coniston, Frank went to work for 
INCO. Although small in stature, Frank pulled his weight 
as far as work was concerned and he didn’t hesitate to fight 
for his rights and those of others on the job. In 1944 when 
the union was certified, Frank took on the job as one of 
the plant stewards. He was very active in that position, His 
was a familiar face in the sintering plant, the worst working 
spot in the Coniston Plant. 

Frank and Verna had six children; Alice, Violet, Bobby, 
Shirley, Jack and Katherine. 

Frank died suddenly in 1960. Of his children, Alice still 
resides in Coniston, Violet in Elliot Lake, Bobby and Shirley 
live in Coniston, Jack is in Garson and Katherine lives in 
Sudbury. 

‘Verna still resides in the home that Frank built years ago. 


BLOEMMEN, Joseph 

Joseph Bloemmen was born and grew up in Antwerp, 
Belgium. He ran away to sea at the age of 13 and settled 
where his ship was based at Tyneside in the North of 
England, 

‘There he met and married Alice Wallwork of Hamersterly 
County, Durham. Their children, Hilda, Joseph and Mary, 
were born in England. They came to Canada in 1911. This 
was not a new journey for Joseph for he had worked the 
cattle boats from England io Canada. 

The Bloemmens took up land at Byng Inlet to farm and 
raise cattle, Farming life did not suit Alice and she did not 
take kindly to.the bush, mosquitos and the cold. Their house 
was not of the best build as the boards ran vertically and 
it looked like a barn. Clara and Gomere were born there; 
in fact Gomere would say later that he was born in a barn. 





Joseph and Alice Bloemmen. 





Joseph was also a rigger and came to Coniston in 1912 
to build the smelter. Then his company sent him to Parry 
Sound for a year to build the bridge at Parry Sound. He 
then moved back to Coniston in 1914 with the family, glad 
to leave Byng Inlet and the trials and tribulations of cattle 
ranching in the bush. 

Mary recalls that if you spilled water on the kitchen floor 
in the wintertime it froze, even with the stove going full bast, 
and you always heated up a flatiron to bring to bed at night. 

Coniston conditions were not much better. The school was 
always cold as the stove or its grating was in the hall with 
no heat getting into any of the three classrooms. The 
students wore their toques, mitts and coats during class. 

Joseph was Rector’s Warden in the Anglican Church in 
Coniston. He loved the games of soccer and hockey. Alice 
was a member of the Women's Auxiliary, now known as 
the Anglican Church Women, 

The Bloommens lived on dth Avenue in Coniston and were 
one of the families to stay longest in the same house, this 
being over 50 years. 

Hilda, the oldest daughter, married Charlie Léonard and 
came 10 live in Coniston in 1929. Joseph Jr. married Eva 
Cataford, and they had two children, Nora and Patricia 
Joe worked for the company as an electrician and was a 
‘member of the Coniston Hydro Commission for a number 
of years. Mary became Mrs. Arthur Wilcox and had three 
children, Arthur, George and Catherine. Gomere married 
Yvonne Paquette and they had two daughters, Joan and 
Ruth, both of whom still live in Coniston. 

Gomere grew up to be a fine swimmer, attempted to swim 
Lake Wahnapitae, and got across twelve miles before a quick 
storm forced him out of the water, Clara passed away at 
the age of 23. Joe and Gomere did not have any sons to 
carry on the name, so one of Ruth's children was given 
Bloemmen as a second Christian name. 

‘The family presence is being maintained by the daughters, 
of Joe and Gomere and their children, 





BON, Nino 

Massimiliano (Nino) Bon was born in Volpago, Italy in 
1903 and he came 10 Canada at 22 years of age. 

He came to Coniston where he was employed by Inco as 
a carpenter, a job he worked at until his retirement in 1957. 

In 1948, Adelia Mion, a hometown girl, arrived in 
Coniston and she and ‘Nino’ were married and made their 
home here. 

In 1958 “Nino” and Adelia returned to Italy where ‘Nino’ 
passed away in 1969. 





ol 
Left to right; Emilia, Nino and Adelia Bon. 





BONI, Family 

Modesto ‘Marco’ Boni was born in 1900 in Pacentro, 
Aquila, Italy. In 1919 he married Annina Silvestri, a 
hometown girl, and by the spring of 1922 he had journeyed 
to,Coniston where he was employed by Mond and where 
he stayed until he retired from Inco as a skimmer in 1957, 

‘Annina arrived in Coniston in 1925 with her son John 
(married to Dodi Rosenberg). In the ensuing years, four 
daughters were born; Helen (Mrs. A. Ciccone), Josie (Mrs. 





E, Antonioni), Elsie (Mrs. V. Antonioni) and Mary (Mrs, 
Q. Silvestri). 

The children received their schooling at Our Lady of 
Mercy Separate School, Coniston Continuation School and 
Sudbury Business College. The family churches were Our 
Lady of Mercy and St. Paul The Apostle. 





Front row left to right; Josie & Helen. Back row left 10 right: 
‘Annina, baby Elsie, Modesto & John Boni. 





John went to work for Inco and retired in Copper Cliff 
as a mason foreman in 1978. The girls chose to become 
homemakers. In addition Helen is a part time beautician 
and Josie has successfully published a book called ‘Creative 
Italian Cooking’ which enjoys country wide distribution. 

Conditions were still difficult when the Bonis arrived, with 
community water spout at M. Laprairie’s garage and no 
sidewalks. Electricity arrived on the street the same time 
Annina did. 

Marco died in 1965 and Annina passed away in 1981. 


BOUDREAU, Joseph 

Joseph Boudreau and Mary (Minnie) Robillard, his wife, 
were early pioneers in this area. Joe came from Petit Rocher 
in New Brunswick and his wife from Mount St. Patrick, 

Joe came here with the railroad and was a section foreman 
at Romford for the CPR for many years. An accident on 
the job resulted in Joe having to leave his work with the 
CPR and turn his hand to dairy farming. He owned and 
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operated the Boudreau Dairy Farm which was located on 
what we called the Romford Road and what is now known 
as Allan Street. For many years the Boudreaus supplied milk 
to the Coniston residents until the pasteurization of milk 
came into force and the cost was too great for Joe to 
undertake. He therefore gave up dairy farming. 

Mary and Joe had a family of five girls. Their ages now 
range from 77 to 85 years old, and they are all still living 
Victoria married a CNR ticket agent and was a postmistress 
at Brent, Ontario. Mary married George Viau and is still 
a resident of Coniston. Margaret was a bookkeeper for 
Ricard Hardware and married Alex MacDonnel who was 
a CPR employee. Rose, Mrs. Tidwell, was a teacher, and 
Cecile married Eddie Albert and lived in Coniston until 
recently 


Front row left to right; Cecile, Mary, (Minnie), Joseph. Back left 
to right; Rose, Margaret, Mary, Victoria Boudreau 





Joe had a varied career as a section foreman with the 
railroad, a farmer, a trapper for lynx and silver fox and, 
for a number of years, was a councillor for the Neelon- 
Garson Township. 

‘The Boudreau daughters recall in the early part of their 
days having to walk to school through the bush, the little 
log school house somewhere around Third Avenue, walking 
to church in Wahnapitae before a church was established 
in Coniston, and life on a farm in the old pioneering days. 

No doubi the Boudreau grandchildren will be able to 
relate the stories of the past. 


BOULAY, Joseph 

Joseph Boulay was a native of Donat, Quebec. His wife 
Anna Courtemanche was born in Buckingham. Joseph was 
a railroader all his life and worked for the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. As such he resided in a number of locations in 
Ontario. In 1934 he was transferred to the Romford Station 
area as the CPR track foreman, 

The Boulays had a family of six, Joseph, Maurice, 
Eugene, Romeo, Aurore, and Annie. Three of the younger 
‘boys were educated in Coniston. Joseph followed his father’s 
footsteps and went to work for the CPR. He ended up as 
a conductor and matried a Coniston girl, Elma Olivier. They 
moved 10 live in Toronto and Joseph is now deceased 
‘Aurore became Mrs. George Parker and made her home in 
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Joseph Boule 


Coniston. George also came to Coniston in the early days 
with his parents. He has since passed away and Aurore and 
some of her children still live in Coniston, Annie became 
Mrs. Chiquen and makes her home in Sudbury. Eugene was 
an insurance inspector for Canadian Pacific Railways, 
Maurice worked for the International Nickel Company, has 
recently retired and makes his home in Coniston. Romeo 
worked for INCO for a number of years, was a member 
of the Coniston Fire Brigade, is now deceased, but his wife 
still makes her home in Coniston. 

Joseph Boulay passed away at a fairly young age in 1937 
and his wife, Anna, in 1967. 





BRAY, William John Henry 

William John Henry and Emma Bray arrived in Canada 
from England in 1909 with four of ther six children; Ernie, 
‘Arthur, Maude and Wilfred. The two older sons, William 
and Albert, were already in Canada working for the 
Canadian Copper Company in Copper Cliff. The family 
lived on Oliver Street in Copper Clif until 1925 

Their son William was then working for the Mond Nickel 
Company in Coniston and Albert had gone to O'Donnell 
with Ernie 

In 1925 the Bray family moved to Coniston and lived on 
Fifth Avenue. William John Henry worked as a railroader 
in England and the sons followed in His footsteps. However, 
when he came to Coniston, he worked at the pumphouse 
on the Wahnapitae River, where Coniston got its water 
Supply. He walked to and from work on the CNR tracks 
always accompanied by his faithful dog, Joe 

‘William John Henry was 70 years old when he retired 

William, the oldest son, married Hilda Wilson and lived 
in Coniston on Fifth Avenue next to his parents’ home and 
had one son, Wilson. William took an early retirement 
pension and moved to Oakville. 

‘The next son, Albert, and his wife Lottie MacDonald lft 
Coniston to live in Copper Chiff on Balsam Street. Their 
family consisted of five children: Alvin, Don, Tan, Joyce 
and Noreen, Most of Albert's children and grandchildren 
still reside in the area. Noreen married a Coniston lad, Stan 
Soroko, and lives in Sudbury 




















Ernie Bray married Mary Menard and lived on Fourth 
‘Avenue. They had three sons, Carmen, Harold and Roy 
Ernie worked for both Mond and INCO and operated the 
Brown hoist. His three sons also worked for INCO at one 
time, They are all now deceased. Carmen was married to 
Margaret McMenamin and they had a family of four; 
Margaret and the children still live in Coniston, married and 
raising families of their own, Harold and his wife had no 
children. They are now both deceased. Roy was married to 
Norma Larrett and they had one daughter. Roy was killed 
in an accident in Garson. The fourth son, Arthur, worked 
in Coniston until 1921 and then left to seek his fortune in 
the United States, and is now deceased. His son Eugene and 
his family live in Canton, Ohio, and Arthur Jr. lives in 
Alamosa, Colorado. 


‘The only girl in the original Bray family was Maude Ethel 
who worked in the general office for the nickel company 
from 1918 to 1929. She married Ben Vincent Geoffrey, a 
Coniston boy who worked for the C.I.L. in Copper Cliff 
and later transferred to Hamilton. They had one son who 
still resides in Hamilton. Maude passed away in 1966. 











‘The youngest of the Bray family was Wilfred John, (Bill) 
as he was nicknamed, who attended Coniston Public Schoo! 
when Mr. Kidd was still principal. Wilfred worked as an 
apprentice in the machine shop in Coniston and later became 
a foreman in that same shop. Wilfred married a Coniston 
girl, Evelyn Lafrance, and there were six children born to 
them in Coniston. 





William John Henry and Emma Bray. 


In his younger days, Wilfred was very active in sports and 
played both hockey and baseball for the Coniston teams. 
Wilfred and his young family were obliged to leave Coniston, 
and settle in Copper Cliff where he was transferred as a 
mechanical foreman in the concentrator. He continued his 
interest in sports, particularly curling, and was president of 
the Rod & Gun Club. He had spent 43 years with the 
company when he died in 1965. His wife Evelyn stil lives 
in the district, as do five of their children. 


‘One of the better known children of that family is Hubert, 
a prominent lawyer in the city of Sudbury. 








BRIGNOLIO, Demetrio — A living legend 

Demetrio Brignolio who was born in Cerrina in 1884 and 
came to New York in 1913. In 1916 he was in Coniston 
working for Mond Nickel Company where a matte spill in 
1917 burned him and rendered him permanently partially 
disabled. An official letter dated November 21, 1918 granted 
through claim #53529, an award of $60.00 for permanent 
partial disability, payable at once, and $8.50 a month for 
life. 





Left o right Karen Sartor, Demerrio and Lady. 


This payment was continuous at $8.50 per month until 
approximately five years ago when it was increased due 10 
recent regulations. This is also a testimony to the Brignolio’s 
Italian tradition of taking care of one’s family. To this day 
Barba as we all refer to him is still in the care of Ida and 
Romilda. 

Barba was seen for many years shovelling snow, making 
his garden and caring for Baron, an Irish Setter. 

Even though “Barba” is now 98 years of age and doesn’t 
go out often, he still receives Holy Communion most 
Sundays. 





BRIGNOLIO, Felice 

Felice Brignolio was born in Cerrina, in the Province of 
‘Alessandria, Italy in 1881. In the spring of 1907 he arrived 
in New York as a ‘‘contadino", a labourer but jobs were 
scarce. On his way 10 Canada, land of opportunity, he 
stopped and purchased some real estate in Welland before 
coming to Victoria Mines to settle down in 1909. He was 
employed as a carpenter. In 1910 twenty-two year old 
Ernesta Pigino left Italy to marry Felice in St. Paul’s Church 
in Victoria Mines. Here a daughter Ida and a son Armando 
(married Elda Duhaime) were born to the couple. 

In 1919 the family moved to Coniston where Felice had 
purchased a lot. He was an employee of the Sudbury 
Brewery until his death in 1931. Felice was an avid bocce 
player and every Sunday a card game was an Italian 
tradition. In Coniston the new additions to the family were: 
Mafalda (Mrs. Gino Sartor), Delina (Mrs. Bruno Venturi), 
Margherita and Romilda. 

The children attended Our Lady of Mercy School with 
the exception of the two eldest, the rest also attended 
Coniston Continuation School. 

The family churches were Our Lady of Mercy and later 
on St, Paul the Apostle. Ernesta passed away in 1933 and 
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Left to right: Felice, Ida, Armando and Emesta Brignolio 


Ida assumed the responsibilities of head of the household. 
‘The Brignolio’s were one of two agents in Coniston for the 
Sudbury Brewery and for many years the girls were familiar 
figures in discharging their daily deliveries. Armand worked 
for Inco until his death in 1965. Malfalda and Delina became 
loving homemakers and Ida and Romilda devoted 
themselves to caring for Margherita, a victim of multiple 
sclerosis for 25 years, until her death in 1978. 


BRONICHESKI, John 

John Bronicheski was born on a farm in Poland in a small 
village called Biakystok and came to Canada in 1913. 

He worked for a number of years in the lumber camps 
around Blind River where he made $12.00 a month and 
worked from daylight until dark, but got plenty of food. 

In 1924, while still single he gave up the lumber jobs, came 
to Coniston and settled and worked for the Mond Nickel 
Company. 

In 1928 he married Jeannie Szec who also emigrated from 
Poland from a town called Chorostkiw. 

John and Jeannie settled in Coniston and had four 
children: Stanley, Joseph, Louis and Walter. They were 
raised and went to school here. With the exception of 
Stanley, the other sons followed their father’s footsteps and 
went to work in the nickel industry 

‘John was a familiar face on the blast furnaces in Coniston 


for many years, working as a tapper. Louis and Walter 
5 7 


Left 10 right; Stanley, John, Louis, Walter, Jennie, Joseph 
Bronicheski 
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ended up in the electrical department at Falconbridge and 
are still employed there. Joseph is a supervisor working out 
of the Copper Cliff Mill. Stanley has been a representative 
for Labatt’s Brewing Company and now lives in Sault Ste, 
Marie. 

John always loved the land, and has one of the best 
gardens in Coniston. Since his retirement he has spent a lot 
of time gardening or visiting his son's camp on the French 
River. 

Jeannie passed away this year and John has decided to 
move in with his son Walter on Concession Street where 
there is a new plot of land and a garden to cultivate, and 
he moved his old garage with him to provide a hobby to 
occupy his time. 


BROSCHAK, Paul 

Paul Broschak was born in Chorostkiv a farming 
community in the Province of Galicia in what was then 
‘Austria, He married Sophie Soroka from the same village 
and they had two sons. Farm life after the war in what then 
became Poland was difficult. He decided to emigrate to 
Canada in search of a better life. Leaving his wife and 
children he set sail for the new land and the town of 
Coniston where he obtained employment with the Mond 
Nickel Company 


Paul Broschak 


He worked with the nickel company until the depression 
years when he became unemployed. He moved to Ethelbert, 
Manitoba, where he worked on a farm until the depression 
ended and he was able to return to Coniston and resume 
employment with INCO. For years Paul worked in the matte 
room, and later became a feeder boss on the charge floor. 

Paul was a very wel liked man, big in stature and always 
good natured, very popular with his fellow workers. 

He suffered a stroke in 1955 and was forced to retire on 
a disability pension, He was never able to return to his 
homeland and passed away in 1958. 





BRYCE, Thomas 

Thomas Bryce and Agnes Bryce were well known around 
Old Coniston. 

Thomas was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, while Agnes was 
born in Stirlingshire, Scotland. Thomas came to Canada in 
1911 and settled in Winnipeg, Manitoba. His wife, Agnes 
Henderson, arrived in Canada in 1913 and also settled in 
Winnipeg. 

Eventually they came east and settled in Copper Cliff 
where two of their children were born; Ina and Chuck. 

In 1921 they moved to Coniston. One of the first jobs 
that Thomas had was working at Smiley's Grocery Store 
‘on Second Avenue. In 1923 he went to work for the Mond, 
Nickel Company. 

‘They had three more children; Jack, Tom and Margaret 

Thomas was a popular guy in the smelter and he worked 
at picking up samples from department to department. He 
continued with INCO until his ret 
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Seated left to right; Jack, Margaret and Janet Bryce, Dave Kemp 
Jr, Sandra and Heather Bryce, Ina (Bryce) Kemp, Margaret (Bryce) 
Pasco, Carolsn Kemp, Standing left to right; Dave Kemp, Annie, 
Tommy, Charlie, Agnes and Tom Bryce. 


Thomas and Agnes were active in the community, 
especially the United Church. Agnes also served as a mid 
wife. 

‘The children were educated in Coniston. Ina was a terrific 
softball player and was a member of the Sudbury Canoe 
Club. Chuck was in the RCAF and his wife Jackie was in 
the army 

Tom passed away in 1953 and Agnes in 1981. Ina and 
‘Tom have since passed away also. 

Chuck pursued a sales career, while Jack worked for 
INCO ending up as a foreman, He is now retired. Margaret 
married Mr. Pasco and now resides in Niagara Falls, New 
York. Chuck and Jack reside in Sudbury, while Kyle, 
Chuck's son, lives in the old family homestead in Coniston. 


BUCHOWSKI, John 

John emigrated from his home town of Sarafentsi, 
‘Ukraine, in 1908 at the age of 21 and settled in Copper Cliff 
with his uncle’s family who operated a dry goods store and 
à farm in the Long Lake area. 

Justyna emigrated from the same town in 1910 at the age 





of 18, arriving in Patterson, New Jersey, USA, along with 
Mrs. Julie Rawliuk, nee Topolinski, mother of Anne Stesco, 
nee Kreznoski, Both young ladies worked and lived in the 
USA until 1913. About this time, many of the eligible young 
men from their home town of Sarafentsi were settling and 
working in Copper Cliff, and proposals of marriage via 
letters, offering a new life, became very tempting and the 
‘young ladies arrived in Copper Cliff. 

John and Justyna were married in 1913, residing in 
Copper Cliff, where, as was the custom, their home became 
the “room and board home away from home” for many 
of the young men who came over from the “old country”. 

By the year 1920, John and Justyna moved to Coniston 
where the Mond Nickel Company was the main source of 
employment. 





(2 ba 


John and Justyna Buchowsk 





Because of the language difficulty, and cultural difference, 
the Ukrainian community was thriving and growing together 
in Coniston, giving folks a real sense of belonging. 

There are four surviving children, Mary, the oldest, and 
her husband Michael Shamley, retired and residing in 
Sudbury. Helen, married to Robert Howard, resides in 
Hamilton. Steve, the perennial bachelor, resides in Coniston, 
John and his wife Mary live in Sudbury. 

‘Steve and John firmly believed and had faith in the future 
of the Coniston community. Consequently in 1957, along 
with other interested people, the Coniston Curling Club was 
founded and constructed with volunteer labour. 

In the early 1950's, Steve and John, along with many 
volunteers, helped with the construction of St. Michael's 
Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

Both Steve and John served terms on the Town Council, 
John in 1963 and Steve in 1964. Presently, Steve is on the 
Arena Committee. 

The parents have passed on, mother Justyna in 1940 at 
the age of 48, and John Sr. in 1957 at the age of 70. 





BUCHOWSKI, Theodor 

Theodor, or Fred as he was called, was one of the early 
pioneers who came to Coniston around 1919 to seek 
employment in the smelter. Fred originally came from 
eastern Europe, from a farming village called Sarafentsi and 
settled in 1910 in what was then known as the town of Fort 
William, 

Theodor spent nine years working in that area, first as 
a bachelor and then in 1915 a young lady by the name of 
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Julia Krezonski, from the same village in the Ukraine who 
had emigrated to the USA, came to visit a relative in Fort 
William, and an acquaintance was made with young Fred 
which ended up in matrimony. 

‘Two of their children, Mary and Bill, were born in the 
Lakehead before they decided to move and setle in Coniston 
where Fred got a job at the Mond Nickel Company and for 
the next twenty odd years worked as a smelterman, 

Two more children were born in Coniston, Julia and 
Helen. In Coniston they resided on William Street where 
their children grew up and Fred worked in the smelter. Julia 
not only looked after her children, but also had single men 
as boarders, 

Julia and Fred were both active in the Ukrainian 
‘community and participated in the cultural activites of that 
day. 








Front row William, Mary, Julia & Helen. Back row left to right; 
Theodor and Julia Buchowski 


Fred was a good musician who played several different 
instruments and along with several members of the family 
played at many a festive occasion. His son Bill followed his 
father’s footsteps and was a good musician as well. 

‘The Coniston Public School where Bill and his sisters 
attended provided a recreation program where a number of 
young people turned out to be very good sportsmen. Bill 
‘was a good ball-player, and in 1934-35 was one of the best 
pitchers in the league. Bill and a friend of his, Bill 
Kulikowski, were both good pitchers in Coniston. At one 
time they were approached by a scout from one of the major 
leagues with the option of trying out as professional ball 
players. Both boys were prepared to go, but the parents 
refused to sign the contract. They wanted the boys to start 
working at the smelter instead of fooling around playing 
ball 

The girls, Julie and Helen, were both very athletic, and 
both played a good game of softball on several teams in and 
out of Coniston. 

Fred decided that he had had enough of smelter work in 
the 1940's and decided to ‘pack it in” and move to Simcoe 
in Southern Ontario. 

Fred and Julia have passed away. The children, Bill, Julie 
and Helen, live in southern Ontario. Bill, who works for 
Brinks, makes frequent trips to visit and renew old 
acquaintances. 





126 


BUKACHESKI, Dmytro 

Dmytro Bukacheski, like many other eastern European 
descendants, came to Canada in search of a better life, 
leaving his wife and children in Poland until he was able 
10 earn sufficient funds to send for them. 

He arrived in Sudbury in 1923 and was able to secure 
employment with the mining company, and he worked in 
Frood Mine from 1923 10 1935. 

He eventually sent for his wife Ludvika and his children 

Mining was a tough occupation with its dangers and 
‘uncertainties, so in 1935 Dmytro decided he had had enough 
of mining and went into the shoe repairing trade. He set 
up a shop where he made his living until the late 1960's. 

His children were raised and educated in Coniston, and 
there were five of them, Julie, Fred, Mary, Michael and 
Ann. 

Fred was well known and active around town. Mary was 
the town nurse for a few years working in our doctor's 
office. Mike distinguished himself in a hockey career, 
playing with the Sudbury Wolves, the North Bay Trappers 
and the Kingston Frontenacs. 

‘Michael resides in Kingston and is an X-Ray Technician. 
Fred ended up as a C.N.R. conductor in Montreal and he 
spent four years in the Armed Forces during the last war. 
Julie married a Dr. Karam, now resides in Cochrane, and 
has become an active politician serving on the municipal 
council of that town. Mary now is Mrs. Reed and resides 
in Toronto, Ann, who became Mrs. Williams, passed away 
Last year, and Fred retired from the C.N.R. and is now living 
in Lindsay 

They were all present on October 4, 1982 for the sad 
occasion of their mother’s funeral. Fred remarked on that 
occasion that Coniston will always be their home and he 
intends to come back here periodically to visit his friends. 





BURNS, William A. 

Bill Burns was born in Chapeau, Quebec, in 1896, son 
of a hotel owner Tom Burns and Fanny Grey. He had three 
sisters and two brothers. In 1905 the family moved to 
Pembroke where his father ran a hotel and Bill remained 
there until he was old enough to look for work. In his early 
years 1916-1921 he worked for the Poupore Lumber 
‘Company in Northern Ontario, In April 1921, Bill married 
Hazel Gagnon, one of a family of eight children of David 
Gagnon and Ann Montgomery of Chapeau, Quebec. With 
the added responsibility of married life, Bill decided to seek 
a more permanent type of occupation, and in 1923 he and 
Hazel moved to Coniston, where Bill started to work for 
the Mond Nickel Company 

For many years he was a familiar face around the 
Coniston plant and in particular in the shops where he rose 
to be a car repairman, a position he continued to hold until 
1961 when he retired from INCO Limited, the successor 
company of the Mond Nickel Co. 

Throughout the years, Bill and Hazel have played an 
active role in this community. From 1935 to 1938 Bill served 
on the Separate School Board in Coniston. An active 
sportsman, he was president of the Athletic Association 
from 1938 to 1941. Usually, when one retires, there is a 











tendency to take it easy, but not in Bil’s case. In 1961 after 
retiring, he decided to build a new home on 4th Avenue right 
‘across from the curling rink. He had easy access (0 those 
facilities in the years to come. 






Hazel and William Burns: 


In 1963, he was seen organizing an Old Timers Curling 
Club, a group of INCO pensioners with plenty of time on 
their hands, like himself. Two years ago, Bill and Hazel 
decided it was time to give up a home of their own, and have 
moved -into the new senior citizens home, recently 
constructed on Balsam Street. 

In April of 1981, Bill and Hazel celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary. As of this day they are still going 
strong. 


BUTLER, Peter 

Peter Butler and his wife Mary Anne came to Coniston 
from a town called Brudenell in Ontario in the early 1900's. 
They established permanent residence here around 1902. 
‘They developed a farm approximately 18 acres on either side 
of the Coniston Creek which presently cuts across what is 
now known as Highway 17. 


Front row left to right; Henry Peter Prevost, Grandpa Peter Butler 
Therese (Butler) Curley, Grandma Marie Ann Butler, Eddy 
Prevost, Back left ro right: John Butler, Dennis O'Brien, and Matt 
Curley 








‘There were ten children in the Butler family, eight girls 
and two boys: Theresa, Hannah, Mary, Kate, Bridget, Janie, 
Maggie, John and Peter, and Nellie who died at an early 
age. Theresa married Matt Curley and remained around 
Coniston for a while and eventually moved to southern 
Ontario to the city in Windsor. Hannah married Dennis 
O'Brien and stayed in Coniston. Mary became Mrs. 
‘McEwan and settled in Detroit, Kate married a chap by the 
mame of Prevost and settled in Sturgeon Falls. Bridget 
became Mrs. Mulenney and lives in Toronto. Janie married 
Dennis O'Brien's brother Jim, and they settled and farmed 

Dill, Maggie became Mrs. Prevost and remained in 
Coniston but passed away at an carly age leaving two young 
sons. They were later raised by the grandparents and her 
sister Hannah. John was the single chap who remained in 
Coniston and assisted his father. Peter eventually moved to 
Capreol and became a railroader. 

Much of the land that was owned by the Butlers was 
subdivided for housing and industrial development in this 
town, 








CABA, Antony 

‘Antony and Katrina came to Canada from a farming 
village called Hovyliv in the Ukraine in the early 1900's and 
settled in Port Arthur. 

Walter, the frst of their three children, was born in Port 
Arthur, 

In 1921 they moved to Coniston where Antony obtained 
a job with the Mond Nickel Company and was employed 
with them for a number of years until poor health resulted 
in his leaving the plant. He later spent some time working 
for the town of Coniston. 

‘Two more children, William and Ann were born. Ann 
passed away at a very young age. Katrina also passed away 
‘while her sons were still very young. 

Walter and William served in the Canadian Armed Forces 
in World War II and they both went to work for INCO. 
William has since passed away, and Walter, an ardent 
fisherman and hunter, has since retired from INCO. He and 
his wife Betty continue to make their home in Coniston, 





Antony Caba. 








CABERLIN, Frank 
Frank and Katherine Caberlin were born in the town of 
Godigo in the province of Traviso, Italy. The family first 
settled in Brazil where their son Guido was born. They came 
to Canada in 1907, to Copper Cliff. They then moved to 
‘Worthington where they operated a bake shop. 

‘The family consisted of three children, Guido, Clara and 
Mary. They moved to Coniston in 1922 and opened up a 
bake shop on what is now Caruso Street. 

The children married and settled in this area. Guido 
married Myrtle Comerford, a Coniston girl. Clara married 
‘Attilio Grande. Mary became Mrs. Tiziano (Barney) 
Caverson. Guido (Guy) operated and managed the bake 
shop. He passed away suddenly in 1934 after which the 
family sold the business. Katherine Caberlin had passed 
away in 1931 and Frank in 1946. 

‘Two of the Caberlin children are now deceased, Guido 
and Clara. Mary Caverson resides in Sudbury. A number 
of the Caberlin grandchildren are still around the area, 
Guido's daughter Katherine lives in Dartmouth, Nova 
Scotia, son Guy in Timmins and son Joe in Toronto. Clara’s 
daughter Antoinette lives in Sudbury and son Frank in 
Garson. Mary’s son Ray lives in Lively, Richie in Burlington 
and Guy in Sudbury, daughter Dora in North Bay and 
Catherine in Sudbury, 


CAMERON, Dr. W.H. 

Dr. Cameron was a medical officer in charge of medical 
services in Vietoria Mine. He succeeded Dr. Dafoe. 

He and his wife Jean Kilgour came to Coniston in 1913 
when the Coniston smelter went into operation. 

Besides being a doctor, Dr. Cameron played an active role 
in other facets of the community. He was active in sports 
and assisted in the training of the Coniston Soccer Team 
in 1914, 

He remained in Coniston until 1928 but decided to move 
to Toronto and set up a practice there. 

The Camerons had three sons. Hugh, born in 1910, setled 
in southern Ontario and in 1966 moved to Florida and lived 
there until he passed away in 1981, John, born in Coniston, 
in 1916, became a doctor. He passed away in 1970. John 
had a family of five children and one of his sons is a doctor 
also. Walter, born in 1919, lives in Toronto and has a family 
of three children. 





‘Mrs. Jean Cameron 
Ds 


Left 10 right John and Hugh Cameron 





CANIL, Luigi 

Born in Loria, Italy, Luigi Canil married Emma, a 
hometown girl and in 1923 he left Italy and came to Copper 
Cliff. In 192$ his wife and daughter Silla joined him there. 
Here another daughter Albina was born to them, 

In 1928 they moved to Coniston where Luigi was 
employed by Mond. When the Prete subdivision opened up 
the Canils made their home there. The annual spring floods 
Were so severe that Silla recalls touching the water above 
floor level while lying in bed. 

Silla married Arsenio Girolametto and they had one son 
while they were in Coniston. In the mid forties the entire 
family moved to Niagara Falls, Emma and Silla still reside 
there, Luigi and Albina have since passed away 

Silla and Albina were educated in Our Lady of Mercy and 
Coniston Continuation Schools. 


CARSCALLEN Family 

Loyst Carscallen was born in Apple Hill, Ontario on 
November 2, 1904 to Stanley Carscallen and Catherine 
MacDonald. Loyst’s sister Muriel was born on July 16th, 
1906, 

Muriel Carscallen first came to Coniston in September, 
1926 after graduating from Ottawa Normal School. She 
taught Grade 2 at Our Lady of Merey School for ten years, 

She married a young man from a well-known Coniston 
family and became Mrs. Thomas Simms on June 25th, 1935, 
The couple then moved to Copper Cliff where Tom was an 
clectrician for Inco. They still reside there today. They have 
two children, Janis (Mrs. Ken Valin) and Robert, plus four 
‘grandchildren. 





Carscallens Loyst & Ann, 





Loyst Carscallen came to Coniston in May, 1934. He first 
worked at the Coniston Plant as a painter and then as a 
carpenter until his retirement in 1969. He married Ann 
McPhee, daughter of Malcom McPhee and Katherine 
MeDonald of Markstay on September 2, 1947. 

The Carscallens had one son, Garry, who works at Inco 
as a maintenance mechanic and stationary engineer. Garry 
married Janet Loosemore of Killarney in July, 1973. Garry 
and his family still reside in Coniston. He has two children, 
Ellen and John. 

Loyst passed away on March 31, 1975 and Ann on 
February 14th, 1979, 





CAVERSON, Pasquale 

Fossalonga in Treviso, Italy was the birthplace of 
Pasquale Caverson and Rosa Franchescata. He was born 
in 1877 and she was three years younger, They married in 
1897 and five children were born to them there. 

In 1906 Pasquale came to Canada and hired on with 
Mond at Victoria Mine. In 1910 he left for Italy and a year 
later he was in Coniston with his wife Rosa and their five 
children: Giuseppe ‘Joe’ (married to M. Della Vicenza) who 
worked here in the smelter as a tapper for 25 years before 
moving to Niagara Falls in 1945. He died there in 1976. Fiore 
(martied to R. Baldisera) made his home in Coniston and 
retired as a skimmer from Inco in 1960. He passed away 
in 1975. Elena (Mrs. V. Parisotto) a homemaker, lived in 
‘Azilda and died in 1975. Tiziano ‘Barney’ (married to M 
Caberlin) retired from Inco as a blacksmith in 1968 and Lives 
in Sudbury. Marie (Mrs. E. Libralesso) a homemaker, made 
her home in Coniston and died in 1970. 

‘Pasquale proceeded to build a home for his family when 
they arrived in 1911 and the house still stands on what is 
now Caruso Street, 


Front left to right; Guerino, Tiberio, Fausto. Second lft to righ; 
Mirea (Joe's wife with baby Elsa) Yolanda, Pasquale, Rosa, 
Fiorina & Marie, Third row left 10 right Giuseppe (Joe), Flore & 
Tiziano Caverson. 


In Coniston four more children were born to the couple. 
Fiorina (Mrs. A Zanutto)is a homemaker living in a 
Yolanda (Mis. V. Baldisera) a homemaker resided in 
Coniston until her death in 1977. Fausto (married to E. 
Studer) a CNR brakeman who lived in Capreol, died in an 
accident in 1942. Tiberio (married to J. Gagnon) was a 
Maintenance Foreman with Inco until his retirement in 1977 
and lives in Coniston. Guerino ‘Chippy’ was a plateworker 
with Inco and died in an automobile accident in 1957. 
Tiberio served as a school trustee from 1963 to 1977. 
Guerino was a president of Club Allegri 
‘The children born in Canada were educated at Our Lady 
of Mercy Separate School and the family churches were Our 
Lady of Mercy and later on St. Paul the Apostle. 
Pasquale and Rosa encountered difficult conditions upon. 
their arrival, with no roads, sidewalks, electricity, running 
water or indoor plumbing. Forest was cleared to build a 
house and water had to be drawn from a creek. 
Pasquale passed away in 1931 followed by Rosa in 1957. 
‘The Caverson Clan now boasts 37 grandchildren, 79 great- 
grandchildren and 16 great-great-grandchildren. 











CERANTOLA, Emilio 

Emilio and Ernesta (Baricello) Cerantola were born, 
raised and married (in 1906) in Castello di Godego in Italy. 
‘Their first child Primo was born in 1907. The family then 
moved to Switzerland where Theresa was born. Emilio 
‘worked across the border in Germany at the time. In 1911, 
at thiety years of age Emilio and Ernesta who was three years 
younger, arrived in Canada, They came to Victoria Mine 
with their family where Emilio worked until moving 10 
Coniston in 1913 to work in Mond’s new smelter. Of course 
there were none of the amenities of life. The work was hard 
and it was bitterly cold. Wilderness surrounded them and 
they moved into what was to become the permanent family 
home on what is today 22 Caruso Street. At the time there 
were only four other houses on the dirt road plus Norquay 
Bros. General Store which was in the same neighbourhood. 
‘Adeline, Agnes, Alice and John were born there. 


The children attended Separate School and Continuation 
‘School in Coniston and the family churches were Our Lady 
of Merey and St. Paul the Apostle. 

Emilio worked in the matte room in the smelter until his 
death in 1937. Ernesta passed away in 1958, Theresa was 
deceased in 1978 and Agnes in 1979. 

‘Adeline is married and lives in Copper Cliff. Primo is 
‘married and lives in Sudbury. John and his wife live at the 
same address on Caruso Street while Alice lives in St 
Catharines, 

Primo and John both worked for Inco and are now 
retired 


CERANTOLA, Nick 

Nicodemo ‘Nick’ Cerantola was born in Castello Di 
Godego in Italy in 1885, In 1919 he arrived in Coniston from 
Depew, N.Y., U.S.A. and was hired by Mond. In 1921 
‘Amabile Beltrame, a girl from his hometown, born in 1890, 
‘came to Coniston where they were married 

Five children completed the family; Patricia (Mrs. P. 
Visentin); Mary (Mrs. G. Visentin); Peter; Rita (Mrs. F. 
Bertolozzi); Evo, and Patricia. Mary and Peter now live in 
Niagara Falls while Rita and Evo reside in California. 

‘The gris became homemakers, Peter isa fitter-welder and 
Evo is a specialty baker, 

‘The children attended Our Lady of Mercy and Coniston 
Continuation Schools. Our Lady of Mercy Church was the 
family church. 

‘Amabile recalls that there were very few houses on Second 
‘Street when they arrived and that the land was covered by 
forest. 

In 1948 the Cerantolas left Coniston to live in Niagara 
Falls and Nick died there in 1949. 
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CHABOT, Joseph 

Joseph Chabot was born in Arnprior in 1883. His wife, 
Helen Graham Evans, was born in Glasgow, Scotland, and 
they were married in Haïleybury, Ontario, in 1916. 


There were 11 children in the Chabot family, four of them 
born in Coniston, 

Joseph was a locomotive fitter and came to Coniston in 
1927. He worked for the Mond Nickel Company until 1949. 

His son Graham, born in 1918, was killed in active service 
with the RCAF on November 30, 1942. 

Vera, the oldest daughter, married James Uren and lived 
in Brantford. They had a family of four children. Vera 
passed away in 1966 and James in 1964. 

Ronald worked briefly for INCO and joined the Armed 
Forces in 1939 with the Sault Ste, Marie Sudbury Regiment. 
He then transferred to the Grey & Simcoe Foresters, later 10 
the Fort Gary Horse and went overseas in 1943. He was 
wounded in France in 1944, He married Vera Edith Francis 
in 1945 and was employed by Veterans Rehabilitation in 
Sudbury and Toronto. He is now retired and living in Toronto. 
‘They had five daughters and one son. 


(Cecil joined the RCAF and went overseas. He married Alice 
Gunia in Regina and they have a family of six. He is presently 
working for Security in the R.C.M.P. Barracks in Regina. 

Helen May married William Barkley and is presently residing 
in Mississauga. They have nine children 

Dorothy is a Registered Nurse and married to George 
Nowlan who is retired from INCO. They live in Lively and 
have five daughters and two sons. 

Daniel married Claire Laframboise from Warren. They have 
three daughters and one son and live in Sudbury. Daniel has 
been employed with INCO for 33 years. 

Richard married Irene Callowbil and they live in Hamilton, 
‘They have four children 

‘Donald has a family of six and is presently a shift foreman 
at the Iron Ore Recovery Plant at INCO. 

Desmond married Mary McDonald, they have eight children, 
and now make their home in Erieau, Ontario. 

Joseph passed away in 1961. Mrs. Chabot, a “Silver Cross 
Mother” still resides in the area. 


CHAYKOSKI, Paul 

Paul Chaykoski was born in the Ukraine in 1899 and came 
to Canada in 1913. He settled in the city of Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. Most of his early years were spent there, and in 1923 
he married Sophie Wojciechowski. In 1933 Paul's parents were 
returning to the old country so he and his wife decided that 
they would go with them. After a period of a few months, they 
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Paul and Sophie Chaykoski 


found that this was not the place for them. They returned to 
Canada and stopped in Coniston where à number of their 
relatives were located. 

Paul got a job with the International Nickel Company in 
the Coniston smelter in 1935. He was transferred to the iron 
‘ore plant in Copper Cliff in 1955. 

‘Their two children, Mary and Fred, were raised and educated 
in Coniston. Their daughter became a Registered Nurse and 
for some time worked in Dr. Jessop's office at the Coniston 
Medical Centre. Fred followed his father into the nickel 
industry, served an apprenticeship in the machine shop, and 
worked as a machinist. He is presently a general foreman in 
the nickel refinery at Copper Cliff and he and his family reside 
in Sudbury. 

The Chaykoski's were active in the Coniston Ukrainian 
community, and Paul also served asa trustee on the Coniston 
Separate School Board. 

‘Paul’ health started to fail in the late 1950, and in 1959 
the took an carly retirement pension. After his retirement, Paul 
‘and Sophie decided to move back to Winnipeg to be near their 
‘daughter Mary who had married Leo Offrowich and resides 
there. Paul is now deceased and Sophie still lives close to her 
daughter, 


CHEZZI, Guido 

Switzerland, France, Boston, U.S.A. for six months in 1904, 
and then north to Huntsville in 1905, via Montreal, was the 
route Guido Chezzi chose to come to Canada in his quest for 
work, having left Mezanso Di Colorno in Parma, Italy where 
he was born in 1883. In Huntsville he was employed by the 
Anglo Canadian Leather Co. In 1909 he returned home and 
‘married Angela Monica who was born in Galese in 1890. That 
same year they returned to Huntsville and Carlo (married to 
Sylvia Antilla) was born to the couple there. 

In 1914 Mond Nickel beckoned and the family moved to 
Coniston where Guido was employed and where he remained 
‘until his retirement in 1948 as a mechanic with Inco. Lorenz 
‘Scotty’ (married to Cecile Giroux) was born after their arrival 
and Guido built the first house on the street at what is now 
24 Caruso Street. For a few months in 1916, when employment 
‘was slack, the family moved to Copper Cliff where Ida (Mrs. 
Luigi Ornella) was born. They returned to Coniston where 
Anita (Mrs. Luigi Geramia), Louisa (Mrs. Pat Di Maria), 



























Front row left to right; Ida, Anita & Emma. Back row left to right 
Carlo, Angela, Guido, Lorenzo & Louisa Guido, 


Joseph who died in infancy, and Emma (Mrs. Mike 
Shalatynski) were born. 

‘Coniston Separate and Continuation Schools were where the 
children were educated and Our Lady of Mercy Church, and 
later St. Paul the Apostle were the family churches. 

Carlo and Scotty were employed at Inco from where Scotty 
retired in 1974, The girls all chose homemaking careers. 
Lorenzo and Emma reside in Coniston in contiguous homes, 
Emma being in the original homestead. Ida makes Britt her 
home while Anita and Louisa make Vancouver and California, 
their respective homes. 

Guido was the proud owner of an Overland car in the early 
1920 when cars were few and far between. When Guido and 
‘Angela arrived, roads resembled bush trails, transportation was 
by horse and buggy and water was carried from community 
pipe stands, 

Carlo passed away in 1952 followed by Guido in 1959, 
predeceased by Angela in 1946. 





CHI 





1, Guiglielmo (William) 


Guigielmo Chezzi or William as he was called, and his wife 
Albina Zannini came from Parma, Italy, to Canada in 1907 
and settled in Huntsville, Ontario. They spent some time in 
the Cobalt area and came to Coniston in 1914. William worked 
for the Mond Nickel Company for a number of years, and 
then was employed by the Town of Coniston. 





Front row left to right; Pasquale, Virginia, Guglielmo, Josephine 
& Dario. Back row left 10 right: Marie, Angeline, Albina, Jean, 
Lucy and Julia Chezz. 





‘The Cheazi's raisod nine children in Coniston. They attended 
‘Our Lady of Mercy Separate School, and a number of them 
married and settled in the area. Angeline, the oldest, married 
Vie Alberton and made their home in Coniston. Vie worked 
inthe Coniston smelter in the converter department for many 
years until his retirement. Both he and Angeline have now 
passed away. Marie married Louis Basso, also made her home 
in Coniston where Louis was employed by INCO, and in the 
latter years he worked in the Coniston sintering plant until his 
retirement, He has since passed away and Marie now makes 
‘her home in Garson. Jean became Mrs. Srachechini and is now 
‘deceased. Pasquali spent many years working at the Coniston 
smelter, fist in the operational department, then in mechanical, 
and later transferred to Copper Cliff and made his home in 
Sudbury. Pasquali has since passed away. Julia is now Mrs. 
Serafino. She resides in Sudbury. Lucy became Mrs. Dolan 
and lives in St. Catharines, Virginia, Mrs. Tagliabracci, lives 
in Sudbury. Josephine became Mrs. Hillock and makes her 
home in St. Charles, Dario was employed with INCO in the 
mechanical department both in Coniston and Copper Cliff, 
always made his home in Coniston, and is now deceased. 
‘Guiglielmo passed away in 1951 and his wife Albina in 1971 
A number of their grandchildren are still in the area. In 
Coniston, Marie Basso’s son Guildo makes his home, and 50 
does Dario's son Garry, and Angeline Alberton’s son Siro, 


CHISHOLM, George 

George Chisholm was born in Culloden, Scotland. As a 
young lad he decided in 1921 to come to Canada in search 
of a better life. His first stop was the big city of Toronto 
and before long he found his way to Coniston, where he 
{got a job with the CPR at the diamond, a job which he held 
until 1934 when they went to automatic switching. He then 
went to work for Inco where he remained until his retirement 
in 1959. 

George, like many other single men, lived in the company 
boarding house in Coniston. The story goes that some time 
in the summer of 1924 a young lady by the name of Jennie 
Bethune was visiting her brother in Markstay, who was a 
CPR employee. It so happened that the CPR employees were 
throwing a picnic at Ramsey Lake in Sudbury. The Bethunes 
were on their way to this pienic and with them they took 
their sister Jennie. Along the way they stopped in Coniston 
at the Club House to pick up a Scottish chap by the name 
of George Chisholm to take to the picnic. This is how Jennie 
and George met for the first time, and a courtship 
commenced. 

For the next two years George journeyed to Braeside, 
Ontario, near Ottawa, to court Jennie and eventually in 
December, 1926, they were married 

Jennie and George lived an active life in their community 
both in the church and other organizations. They raised two 
children, Jean and Gordon. The children attended Coniston 
Public and Continuation Schools, with Jean going on 10 
university. 

For some time, George was # member of the Public School 
Board and the Continuation School and, indeed, served as 
chairman on a number of occasions. 

‘Both were active in St. Andrew’s Church. Jennie has been 
a member of the United Women’s Group since 1927, and 
both she and George were elders of the church. In addition 
to the church work, Jennie found time to belong to the Red 
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Cross and to do a considerable amount of work in that 
organization. 

Their son, Gordon, still resides in Coniston and has been 
a real activist as far as sports are concerned. Over the years 
he has been coach of the Sudbury track and field teams, 
coached Coniston Minor Hockey and has been involved in 
the Air Cadets and active in the Curling Club, and with 
baseball 

George passed away in 1976, and Jennie still resides on 
the same street next to her son Gordon, 








Left to right; Jennie, Gordon, George & Jean Chisholm, 





Recalling the past, Jennie says the conditions were very 
primitive in town compared with today’s standards. First 
Avenue was the only street that had electric lights. She 
remembers Toe Blake being her delivery boy from the town 
bakery, and there was a dairy farm just across Highway 17 
a short distance from where she lives today. 

Jennie still continues to spend her time doing church work 
and enjoys her grandchildren here in Coniston. She also 
finds time for visits with her daughter Jean and her 
grandchildren in Scarborough, Ontario. 


CHISWELL, Aubrey 

Aubrey Chiswell came from Paris, Ontario, but moved 
to Batavia, New York, as an infant 

His wife Charlotte was born in Louisiana. 

Aubrey came back to Canada in 1907 and Charlotte in 
1904. He first came to McKerrow and worked at the CPR 
station. He moved to Coniston in 1912 and became a station 








Charlotte and Aubrey Chiswell 
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agent and a telegrapher for the CNR. He was the first station 
agent to be established in Coniston after the railway went 
through in 1907. 

Aubrey, Charlotte and their young son Albert lived in a 
boarding car on the siding while the station was being built. 

The Chiswells had four children: Albert, Ralph, Edith and 
Aubrey who were born in Coniston. They were all educated 
in the Coniston Public and Continuation Schools. Albert 
was musically inclined and a member of the Coniston Band, 
Aubrey passed away still a young man in 1940. 

His two sons, Albert and Ralph worked in the nickel 
industry in Coniston. Albert worked in the warehouse and 
Ralph ended up a stationary engineer. Edith married Cecil 
Johnson, a Coniston lad, and they are living now in Lively. 
‘Audrey married Jack Trotter and lives in St. Catharines 

Albert and Ralph are now both deceased. Edith is the only 
one left in the immediate area 
‘The family were members of the United Church. 





CHITKA Family 

‘The Chitka brothers, Mike and Tom, came to Canada 
prior to World War I from the village of Chorostkiw in the 
Province of Galicia, Ukraine, then under Austrian rule. 
Mike, the older of the two brothers, left his wife Katherine 
Susla at home while he came to Canada in search of a job 
and a home for them. Both he and his brother Tom went 
to work for the Mond Nickel Company. However, before 
Mike had an opportunity to make enough money to bring 
Katherine to Canada war had broken out and all 
immigration had ceased, It was not until 1921 that Katherine 
joined Mike in Coniston. They built a home and raised one 
‘child, a daughter Jessie. 

In the early days the only means of transportation between 
Coniston and Sudbury was a local train. It was on one of 
these trips that Tom Chitka, returning from Sudbury, was 
boarding the train, slipped and lost his arm underneath the 
train wheel. Despite this handicap, he was still able 10 
maintain a job in the Coniston smelter for a number of 
years. 





Mike and Tom Chitka 


Katherine, Polucha and Jessie Chitka 





In 1925, Katherine's sister Poliukha came to Canada and 
became Tom's bride. 

The couples lived in Coniston for a number of years and 
then both brothers ended up bachelors. After the depression, 
the company did not rehire Tom because of his handicap. 
The two brothers continued to live in town. Tom looked 
after the house while Mike worked in the smelter as a tapper 
and occupied his leisure time raising pigeons. He retired 
from INCO in the "50's and passed away in 1959, Then Tom 
‘went to live with Mike’s daughter Jessie in Sault Ste. Marie. 
He passed away a few years later. 


CHMARA, Dmytro 

‘The Chmaras came from a village called Horopkiw in the 
District of Sokal in the province of Galicia, Austria, which 
is now part of the Ukraine, 

Dan Chmara, who was later to become the head of the 
family of Chmaras in Coniston, was born November 26, 
1891. He attended a village school from 1897 to 1904, 

In 1907 he came to Canada. He arrived in Sudbury on 
June 18, 1907, and proceeded to Victoria Mines to join his 
father and brother Harry, who were working there. His 
father had been in Canada since 1905 and his brother since 
1906. 

He got a job as a waterboy at Victoria Mine and this job 
lasted for three months. After that he worked on the cable 
line carrying nickel rock ore from the mine to the smelter. 

His father went back to the old country in 1908. 

Dan got a job in the machine shop. He had business on 
his mind so, after receiving permission from the Victoria 
Mine management, he opened up a store. Harry then became 
head of the household and together they pooled their 
resources and went into business. À short time later word 
came out that the Mond Nickel Company would be moving 
the smelter to Coniston. Dan came to Coniston in 1911 and 
bought two lots and a small building which was used by the 









young John. 
construction crews and which was located on the southern 
end of William Street. Dan devoted his time to repairing 
the building and in 1912 he moved in all his stock. 

He was all set to open business in Coniston. His father, 
who came back to Canada, and his brother Harry left 
Victoria Mine 10 join him along with another brother, Fred. 
‘The oldest brother, Joseph, also came from the old country. 
In 1913 Tom, another brother, arrived. All the other 
brothers, except Joseph, were bachelors. 

Harry sent for a young bride-to-be from the old country 
She also brought with her bis brother Nick and five other 
‘young men from the same village, They immediately got jobs 





at the Coniston smelter. These young men filled up the newly 
constructed boarding house. 

In 1920, Joseph returned to his homeland to join his wife 
and child with some intention of returning to Canada. 
Unfortunately, he passed away some five years later. 

‘Two of his children eventually made Canada their home. 

In 1923 the last of the Chmara brothers, John, arrived 
in Canada to join the group. In 1924, Dan, who was the 
‘business head of the group, decided to seek a bride and he 
married Sophie Catcher of Fort William. They had six 
children: Olga, Ann, Theodore, Walter, Danny and Elsie. 

The Chmara brothers had several stores in Coniston and 
continued doing business in this community for many years. 


Harry and his wife were the only ones to leave Coniston 
and settled in Oshawa. Their son, Dr. John Chmara still 
resides there. Nick, Fred and John never married. They 
stayed in Coniston and eventually moved to Sudbury and 
‘operated the family holdings or retired. 

Of Dan's family, Theodore lives in Windsor and works 
for Windsor Hydro, Walter isa lawyer in Sudbury, Dan Jr. 
is the City of Sudbury Treasurer, Elsie is married to Nick 
Harasymko and took over what was known as Nick's 
‘Confectionery in Coniston from her uncle and operated that 
business for a number of years. 

The Chmara brothers are gone now, but they will be 
remembered as good businessmen, 


CHORNEY, Alex 

Alex Chorney came to Canada from Chorostkiv, Ukraine 
in 1911, Because Chorney, translated to English means 
“black”, he and later members of the family adopted the 
English version. 


In 1913 Alex sent for his wife Justyna and daughter Annie 
who were still in the Ukraine. 


‘They settled in Fort William and later moved to Nairn. 
In 1916 they settled in Coniston. Alex went to work for the 
Mond Nickel Co. and for a number of years worked in the 
Coniston smelter. 


‘They had 8 children born: Annie, the oldest daughter 
married Walter Wasylenki in 1928 and they still live in 
Coniston. Peter moved to London and worked for the 
C.N.R. and now has retired. Mike settled in Toronto and 
worked for the Lever Brothers. John also worked for the 
Lever Brothers, but now they are both retired. Sophie 
married and settled on a farm near Waterford. Bill served 
in the Canadian Army in World War Il and married Nellie 
Barnoski from Coniston and settled in Burlington working 
for Stelco. Mary was married to Mike Najokos of Sudbury 
and they lived here for a number of years. After Mike's 
death, Mary moved to Kitchener to live with her daughter 
Anita and to be close to her son Arthur, a Chartered 
‘Accountant living in Toronto. Steve remained in the 
Sudbury area. He worked in the transportation department 
in Coniston and later transferred to Copper Cliff where he 
is still employed. 
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CHORNEY, Steve 

Steve Chorney was born in 1898 in a farming community 
in the Ukraine. He came to Canada in 1914 just before 
World War I. He first settled in Manitoba and farmed for 
about ten years 

In 1923 he married Mary Pakaluk. In 1924 they moved 
to Coniston and Steve got a job with the Mond Nickel 
Company. He worked in the ore bins, several years in the 
smelter, and five years as a slag pot dumper. He retired in 
1959, 








Steve and Mary Chorney. 


They had one daughter, Olga, raised and educated in 
Coniston. She married Julian Kulson and resides in the 
Valley 

The Chorneys were active members of St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Church. 

Steve and Mary have since passed away. 


CHUEY, Nick 


Nick Chuey, born 1905, a native of Garland, Manitoba 
came to Coniston at a young age to work for the Mond 
Nickel Company. In 1925 he decided he would go to the 
United States to seek a better future. He met a young lady 
by the name of Jean Merko, a native of Venlow, Manitoba, 
while in Detroit, and took her for his wife. Their daughter, 





Left to right; Res. N. Palich, John Bilowus, Nick and Jean Chue} 
‘Joe Pachota & George Baby. 
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Eleanor, was born in Detroit. Hard times were setting in 
and jobs were scarce, so Nick and Jean therefore decided 
to come back to Canada in 1930. This time they settled in 
Ethelbert, Manitoba, where the family increased by three 
additional children, Adeline, Annie and Bill. 

By 1935 Nick had enough of farming and decided that 
he would return to Coniston and seek employment here 
where a number of his friends resided. For the next twelve 
years he spent in Coniston he worked in the smelter 

The family was active in the community and Nick was 
cone of the volunteer organizers that helped to build the union 
here. 

The children grew up and were educated in this town, 
However, the job of blastman in the smelter was getting the 
best of Nick, and he decided that he would once again return 
to Detroit. The family left in 1947, Jean and Nick and the 
family returned to Coniston time and time again. 

Nick passed away two years ago, and so did his daughter 
Eleanor. Jean and the other children still reside in the 
U.S.A., and always have fond memories of Coniston, 
having made many friends here. Jean was back to visit in 
Coniston as late as last year. 








CLARIDGE, John James 

John James Claridge and his wife Emma Caroline Styler 
‘emigrated from England in 1887. They settled in Chesterville 
Ontario in the Ottawa Valley. There were four children in 
the Claridge family: Leonara who became Mrs. John 
Armstrong has been a resident of this town for many years 
and at 93 still resides here; Wilfred the oldest son who 
married Blanche Green and raised a family of six. He worked 
for the Mond Nickel Company in the plate shop and they 
Iived on Caruso Street. Wilfred passed away in 1928. Emily, 
a daughter, was married to Ira Land from Buffalo, New 
York. Ira worked for the Mond Nickel Company in the plate 
shop. They had one child and lived on Third Avenue in 
Coniston, Ira died in 1931, and Emily married Joseph 
Deschamp and moved to Toronto. They are now both 





Left to right; Emma Claridge, Leonora (Claridge) Armstrong, John 
Claridge. 


deceased. William, the youngest of the Claridge family, went 
on to marry his brother's widow Blanche and they moved 
to North Bay where he worked for the Ontario Northland 
Railway. They had five children by their marriage and raised 
the six children from Blanche and Wilfred’s marriage. 
Blanche is now deceased and William still lives in North Bay. 


James Claridge was a town foreman for the old Neelon- 
Garson Township, and later the Town of Coniston. He 
passed away in 1940, and Emma Caroline passed away in 
1949. 


CLARKE, Charles Haywood 

Charles Clarke was born in Ravenstorp, north of 
Hampton, England, in 1897. In 1912, he and his father 
emigrated to Canada locating in Ara, Ontario. 

‘When World War I broke out, Charles joined the infantry 
‘and served overseas until he was Wounded at Ypres, France. 
‘On his return to Canada he joined the CPR as a telegrapher. 

Margaret Louise Wilburn was born in 1899 in Sheffield, 
Yorkshire, England and emigrated to Bluevale, Ontario, in 
1911 with her parents. She worked as a stenographer in 
Toronto until her marriage in 1923 to Charles Haywood 
Clarke. 

The young couple first lived at Abikow, à remote CPR 
station 60 miles north of Chapleau. During this time their 
first child, Charles John, was born in 1924. 

They moved to Coniston in 1928 and there a second son, 
George Henry, was born. During the depression they lived 
successively in Raglan and Ayr, but soon returned to 
‘Coniston where Charles became a station agent at Romford, 
In 1935, Mary Margaret was born. 

“The Clarkes were active members of the Anglican Church, 
‘Their children were raised and educated in Coniston. 

Charles John joined the RCAF in 1941 and became a 
flying officer, piloting bombers, and was killed in action 
over Hamburg in January, 1944. 

George Henry worked for the Canadian Imperial Bank 
‘of Commerce in Coniston and in Sudbury for two years after 
leaving school. He attended university and graduated in 
Commerce and Finance, and became a Chartered 
Accountant. He is presently Treasurer of the City of 
Toronto and is married to the former Jane Fowler. They 
have four daughters, Karen (Mrs. Alex Diall), Pamela, 
Margaret and Patricia, all at home. 

Mary Margaret graduated as a Registered Nurse and 
worked at the Memorial Hospital in Sudbury as the 
Associate Director of Nursing. She married a Sudbury 
lawyer, E.J. Conroy, and they have three children, Sarah 
Jean, Ernest James and Charles Clarke. Mary served as an 
alderman for the city of Sudbury for a time. 

Charles and Louise retired to Barrie in 1963 and both 
passed away in 1965. 

Throughout their 37 years in Coniston, Charles was a 
warden and treasurer of the Anglican Church. Louise held 
offices in the women’s associations of the church. 





CLARKE, Ken 
Ken Clarke, a native of Woodstock, Ontario, born in 
1885, son of a college teacher, worked his way through 
university and graduated from Queen's University as a 
Chemical Engineer in 1910. 
He worked during the summers at Nipissing Mine in 


Florence and Ken Clarke. 





Cobalt, From 1910 until 1914 he worked for Algoma Steel 
at the Helen and Magpie Mines. He worked on the frst tests 
of roasting iron ore and then built the commercial plant. 
When the mine closed down at the beginning of the First 
World War, he and his wife and twin daughters came to 
Coniston. He landed a job as a sampler at the Mond Nickel 
Company. 

In 1915 he was superintendent of the sintering plant and 
helped develop it from its early experimental basis to a 1,000 
ton plant which replaced the old open heat roasting as a 
‘means of smelter control. He also worked with the test mill 
on which Mond was carrying out experiments with selective 
flotation of copper and nickel and acquired a broad 
knowledge of this new process which was installed in the 
big new mill built by INCO at Copper Cliff. 

Ken was married in 1912 at Fulton, New York, to Florence 
Marion Schenck. They had four children; Elizabeth (Mrs 
Harold Wright of Chatham who did four years post 
graduate work with the Connell Foundation on cancer 
research; Marion who was an assistant professor of 
‘mathematics at Nebraska University; Eleanor who became 
Mrs. Alden Hay of Madison, New Jersey, received her M.A. 
from Queen's and her Ph.D and did outstanding research 
on the adrenal glands under the famous Dr. Selye in 
Montreal; a son, Donald, who graduated in chemical 
engineering and took post graduate work at Carnegie Tech 
in Pitsburgh — all had brilliant scholastic careers. 

When Mond merged with INCO in 1929, Ken moved to 
the Copper Cliff mill as general foreman and became 
assistant superintendent in 1937, and was placed in charge 
of the development and operation of tailings disposal. 

Ken retired in 1950 and the Clarkes went on to make their 
home in Kingston. 








COLQUHOUN, Alex 
Alex Colquhoun came to work for the Mond Nickel 
Company in 1910. He came to Coniston as a blacksmith 
foreman after the Victoria Mine Smelter closed down. He 
held that position until his retirement in 1930 after 30 years 
Of service with the company. 
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Left 0 right: Violet Olivier, Agnes Colquhoun, Mayor Edgar 
‘Austin, Florence Colguhour and ua Cresswell, 


Alex was a widower and his family consisted of five 
daughters; Margaret, who became a nurse and lived in 
‘Toronto, Agnes and Florence, twins, lived in Coniston. 
Mary and Bessie moved to the United States. Florence and 
Agnes continued to live in Coniston even after their father 
passed away in 1935. Florence looked after the house while 
‘Agnes worked, fist for the Mond Nickel Company and later 
in INCO’s Accounting Department, where she remained for 
some 37 years until her retirement in 1954. 

‘Agnes and her sister moved to southern Ontario to be 
closer to the other sisters. They received a hearty send off 
from Agnes’s fellow employees and friends in the 
‘community 


COMACCHIO, Bruno 

Bruno Comacchio arrived in Canada in 1913 followed by 
his two brothers Giuseppe and Angelo some time later. Born 
in Castel Franco in Italy in 1894, he fist arrived in Kingston. 
He was employed on the CNR line north to Oba. The 
following year he went to work for Inco in Copper Cliff. 
In 1919 he returned to Italy where he married Noemi Conte 
in 1920. She was born in Salvarosa in 1901. Upon their 
return to Canada in 1920 he was employed by Mond as a 
mechanic where he retired as a leader in 195 








Left 10 right; Bruno Noemi, Angela, Ugo and Zita Comacchio 
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In 1923 they bought their home on Caruso Street, They 
raised a family of four; Ugo (married to Frangoise Barbe), 
Angela (Mrs. Julio Baggio), Zita (Mrs. Bruno Tramontini) 
and Dino who died in infancy. The children we 

in the Coniston Separate and Continuation $ 
family churches were Our Lady of Mercy and later on St 
Paul the Apostle. 

‘Angela (Ann) and Zita became homemakers and Ugo 
worked at Inco for forty years before his retirement as 
Maintenance Superintendent at the Copper Chiff smelter in 
1980. He was one of the original members of the Coniston 
Band and one of the founding members of Club Allegri, 
where he served as secretary for more than twenty years, 
He served one year as a member of the town council and 
President of St. Paul’s Holy Name Society 

‘One year after his retirement Bruno was employed as 
afternoon bartender at Club Allegri where he worked for 
many years. 

In 1980 Bruno and Noemi celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary with a banquet that was attended by their 
children and their families and close relatives. There were 
nine grandchildren present and 12 great-grandchildren 
creating chaos. Ugo still makes the family home his home. 

Bruno passed away in 1980. 

Noemi recalls the early days of no electricity, snow bound 
winters, outhouses and the daily trips to stand inline to fetch 
water at the community taps either at Laprairie’s barn or 
in front of Gentile’s house, 





COMACCHIO, Giuseppe 

Born in 1897 Giuseppe ‘Joe’ Comacchio came to Coniston 
in 1920 from Castel Franco in Italy and was employed by 
Mond until his death in 1956 when he was a craneman with 
Inco, 

In 1928 Joe returned to Italy to marry Giovanna 
Martinello, a girl from his hometown and they came back 
to Coniston together. 

Four children were born to the couple: John (married to 


Back row left right; Giovanna & John. Center row left 10 right; 
Clementina, Giuseppe, Judy. Front; Linda. 












































Jean Charette); Judy (Mrs. R. Bidal); Clementine (Mrs. A. 
Furlan) and Linda (Mrs. K. Duda). The children were 
educated at Our Lady of Mercy school and the Coniston 
Continuation School. Judy and Linda graduated as 
registered nurses from the Marymount School of Nursing. 

John is a meat cutter and lives in Sudbury. Judy is an 
RN and makes her home in Coniston, Clementine is a 
homemaker and resides in Coniston and Linda is living in 
Azilda. 

The family church is St. Paul the Apostle 

Thirteen grandchildren and two great-grandchildren 
‘complete the Comacchio family 








COMERFORD, Timothy 

‘Timothy Comerford was born of Irish immigrant parents 
on November 10, 1876, in Palmer Rapids; near Renfrew. 
He worked throughout the north in logging, then joined the 
Mond Nickel Company in Victoria Mine 

In 1903 he married Alice Forestell who was born in 1881 
in Springbrook, near Peterborough, She came north to 
Copper Cliff to live with her uncle, George O'Donnell 

Timothy and Alice lived in Victoria Mines until 1913 
They had three children, Frances, Harley and Myrtle. 

In 1913 the family moved to Coniston when the Mond 
Nickel Company moved its operations there. 

‘Tim was a shift foreman until he died in 1935, 

Tim served as a School Trustee for Our Lady of Mercy 
Separate School. Alice was a charter member of the Catholic 
Women’s League and served as its President for several 
years. She died in 1961 

Their daughter Frances married Gerald Geoffrey and lived 
in Coniston. Harley worked in the Coniston smelter in the 
converter department until his retirement and lived in 
Sudbury. Myrtle married Guy Caberlin who owned and 
‘operated the Coniston Bakery in the early years. They passed 
away some time ago, and Frances and Harley passed away 
recently. 


Alice and Timothy Comerford. 





COMIN, Giovanni 

Giovanni Comin was born in 1886 in Ospedaletto in Italy 
and in 1909 he arrived in Victoria Mine where he was hired 
by Mond. Four years later he was working at their new 
smelter in Coniston. 

In 1919 he returned to Italy where he married 24 year old 
‘Teresa Gemin a hometown girl. That same year he returned 
to Canada with his bride and was rehired by Mond and these 
children made up the new family. Clara (Mrs. E. Andreola) 
is a homemaker who now lives in California. Ricardo 
(married to Albina Caverson) is retired and resides in 
Niagara Falls. Mary (Mrs. A. Albertson) is a homemaker 
also living in Niagara Falls. Baptista (married to Adrienne 
Gauthier) lives in Coniston. Baptista died in 1977. Joe 
(married to Fremana Gallardi) is an auto mechanic for 
Nickel Centre and makes his home in Coniston, Emma (Mrs. 
D. Della Pasqua) is a homemaker also living in Niagara 
Falls. Sero (married to Lucy Zeppa) is a superintendent 
residing in California, and Marco died in infancy. 





Back row left to righ; Clara, Ricardo & Mary. Middle ; Baptista, 
Giovanni, Teresa Comin, Mario Gemin, Front; Joseph & Emma 
Comin, 





In 1928 the family decided to make the trip back to Italy 
and it was not until 1932 that they returned, this time to 
Montreal. In the interim a son Danny was born to them, 
Danny is now a pipe fitter living in Garson, In 1934 the 
family got homesick for Coniston so they returned and 
stayed until 1940 and then moved to Niagara Falls with the 
exception of Ricardo, Baptista and Joe, the latter two were 
in the army. Several years later Ricardo also moved to 
Niagara Falls while Baptista and Joe remained in Coniston, 

Teresa recalls the dense bush and that amongst other 
inconveniences they had to walk a mile to get running water, 
yet she managed to sustain her family and see 10 the needs 
of nineteen boarders. 

Giovanni passed away in 1943, Teresa at 93 still resides 
in Niagara Falls 


CONLON, Herbert 

Herbert Conlon was born in Eganville, Ontario, in 1894. 
He came to Coniston in 1928 where he and his wife Lucy 
‘owned and operated a butcher shop on Second Avenue. In 
1932 Herbert gave up the business and went to work for the 
International Nickel Company at Coniston. 
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The Conlons raised and educated eleven children in 
Coniston. Their daughter Marie Armitage, now living in 
King City, operates an electrolysis clinic. She was a 
Registered Nurse. Helen became Mrs. Jasko and she and 
her family reside in Cleveland, Ohio. Jean married Johnny 
Storozuk, a Coniston boy. ‘They make their home in 
Kitchener, Ontario. Noreen Conlon is a Sister of the St 
Joseph Order and is a school teacher residing in Thunder 
Bay. Patricia, now Mrs. Hansen, makes her home in Lively. 
Geraldine is Mrs. Steele, is a legal secretary and lives in 
Levack. Sheila is Mrs. Carnegie and makes her home in 
Chatham, Ontario. Vincent was a diesel mechanic in 





, Geraldine, Bob, Jean, Marie, Vincent, Lucy 


‘Shella & Herbert Conlon. 


Kapuskasing and passed away in 1969, Edward (Ted) is a 
school teacher at Elmira. Patrick is a school teacher at 
Wikwemikong on Manitoulin Island. Robert was a 
‘maintenance general foreman at INCO and retired in 1982, 
He and his wife, Colette, make their home in Coniston. 

Robert has been very active in the Nickel Centre Credit 
Union and is now president of Alconsen Company Limited, 
tourist outfitters operating out of Elliot Lake 

Herbert Conlon was one of the victims in the tragic 1951 
bus accident at a Coniston crossing. His wife Lucy passed 
away in 1972, 





CONLON, Willard 
Willard and Frances Conlon came to Coniston from 

Perth, Ontario, in 1927. Willard was born in Eganville and 

his wife Frances was born in Palmer Rapids, Ontario. 

Willard worked for the Mond Nickel Company and later 
INCO. By this time they had two young children, Rita and 
Bernard, who were born in Perth. 

‘The next 38 years were spent by Willard working at the 
Coniston smelter, where he moved up the ranks to general 
foreman. He remained in that position until his retirement 
in 1965. 

Another child, Kenneth, was born in Coniston, where all 
the children were raised and educated. 

Rita married a former Coniston boy, Nello Modesto, and 
they now reside in Moab, Utah, where Nello works for Rio 
Algom. Bernard went into the nickel industry and became 
an electrician. He is now at Copper Cliff. He married 
‘Theresa O'Neill, a Copper Cliff girl. Kenneth is also an 
a maintenance foreman in the nickel 








Front row sitting: Ken, Willard & Frances. Back row standing; 
Bernard & Rita Conlon, 





refinery. He married Claire Barbe, a Coniston girl. Kenneth 
was a councillor for the town, has been associated with the 
Nickel Centre Credit Union and is Past President 
Willard recalls that wild game was plentiful around the 
area when they first settled in Coniston, and hunting was 
‘done around the spot where the Separate School now stands. 
Willard and Frances are still residents of this area and so 
are their sons Bernard and Kenneth and their families 


COPPO, Diego 

In 1912, Diego Majorino Coppo who was born in Cerrina 
Italy in 1882, and Teresa Lucia Barbero, who was six years 
his junior, exchanged marriage vows in Montalero, Italy 

‘The following year Diego left Teresa and their newiy born 
son Guglielmo (Bill) for Canada and arrived in Coniston 
in time to help in the building of the new Mond Smelter 





Front row lef to right; Norma, Blanch, Aldo & Teresa. Back row 
left to right: Marie, Bil & Diego. 


here he subsequently stayed for 33 years until his retirement 
in 1947. 

In 1914 Teresa and Bill joined him and before very long, 
Diego built their home on Romford Road on property 
purchased from farmer Joseph Boudreau for $100.00 on a 
“pay-when-you-can-no-interest”” basis. The roads were 
rutted wagon trails with no electricity, running water or 
sanitary facilities. Potable water was carried from a well 
almost a quarter mile away until Diego finally installed his 
own well. Teresa encountered many hardships and 
innumerable problems in running the household as did all 
the mothers at that time. 

In the winter’s bitter cold transportation to Sudbury was 
by train only and when illness struck, as it did, the devoted 
Dr. Cameron, who often was forced to abandon his horse 
and cutter in deep snow and walk, would arrange for the 
{rain to stop in front of the house in order to pick up patients 
to transport them to St. Joseph's Hospital in Sudbury. Diego 
and Teresa struggled through the depression, too proud 10 
resort to “relief”. 

Marie, the eldest daughter recalls the wonder of the advent 
of electricity, running water and battery operated radios. 

The couple had seven children: Bill married Marceline 
Jacques and he passed away in 1981. Marie is single and 
still living in the family home. Blanche was married to 
Maurice Pacaud and is now a widow living in Welland. 
Norma is married to Sid Kemp and Aldo is married to Erla 
Gould. Two children died in their infancy 

The children were educated in Coniston and were 
parishioners at Our Lady of Mercy Church and St. Paul the 
Apostle. Thirteen grandchildren, seventeen great- grand- 
children and three great-great-grandchildren round out the 
family. 

Diego passed away in 1954 and Teresa in 1966. 


CORLESS, Charles 

Charles VanDyke Corless was born in North Norwich 
‘Township in 1868, son of Moses Corless, who came to 
Canada from Liverpool as a boy in 1846. He attended New 
Durham Public School, Model School in Stratford, and 
Toronto Normal where he won the Prince of Wales gold 
medal in a class of 130. He taught school at Cathcart and 
spent a year at Brantford Collegiate preparing for his first 
class certificate. Upon graduation from Normal School he 
was appointed principal of Norwich Public School. He 
taught there for seven and a half years, teaching every 
subject in the curriculum, and prepared large classes for the 
universities 

He married Lillie Stephenson of Cathcart, whom he met 
while teaching, Their eldest daughter, who later became Mrs. 
Dr.) Carl Langer of Tunbridge Wells, England, was born 
in Norwich. Their younger daughter, Florence, became Mrs, 
Benjamin Burn of Tillsonburg was born in Victoria Mine. 

Mr. Corless’ career might well have continued successfully 
in the field of education. Even though he was married and 
had one daughter, Gladys, he enrolled at McGill University 
in Montreal and spent the next four years studying for his 
‘mining degree. He spent his summers in mines across the 
country from Nova Scotia to British Columbia, He 
‘graduated in 1904 and accepted a post under the resident 














Gladys, Mrs, Lillie Corles and 
Florence. 

engineer as inspector of three of the Angus shops then being 
erected in Montreal. He was then engaged to go to British 
Columbia to examine coal properties, and assisted Dr. 
Porter in the mining department of McGill University. In 
1904 he received a call from the Mond Nickel Company of 
London to become superintendent of its property in the 
Sudbury area. This was the beginning of Dr. Corless” serious 
mining practice. He carried out explorations which led to 
the acquisition by the Mond Nickel Company of valuable 
‘mines and to discover the Frood Extension, 

Moving the smelter from Victoria Mines to Coniston in 
1913, with only a few days lag in operation, carly 
electrification of the plant and the choice of 60-cycle current 
exemplified Dr. Corless' foresight and initiative, Dr. Corless 
and his family remained in Coniston until he retired in 
September of 1928. 

Charles VanDyke Corless bought a mansion from the 
Tillson family in Tillsonburg in 1929, named it “Coniston 
Place"* and delighted in collecting art treasures and beautiful 
furniture, He retired at the age of 60 and had many years 
fo gather a collection of fine items. He remained in 
Tillsonburg where he died in the spring of 1954 at the age 
of 84. His wife Lillie had passed away in 1950. ‘Coniston 
Place” then became occupied by their younger daughter 
Florence and her husband. The two Corless daughters are 
now deceased. “Coniston Place” js no longer occupied but 
Benjamin Burn, Florence’s husband, still lives in Tillson- 
burg and so does their daughter Stephanie Durkee a grand 
child of Charles VanDyke Corless. The town of Tillsonburg 
has made an offer to buy “Coniston Place” to preserve it 
sa historic building. 


Charles VanDyke Corless 








CORRIGAN, Cecilia 

Cecilia Corrigan was born in Fort Colounge in Quebec 
in 1884. She came to northern Ontario to teach school in 
Crean Hill in 1910. 

In 1912, she came to Coniston and for two years taught 
school in Coniston, 
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Cecilia (MacKay) Corrigan 


She then went west and married John J. Corrigan and 
returned to Coniston to teach again. John went to work for 
the Mond Nickel Co. as a locomotive engineer. 

They had four children; Cecil, John, Chris and Mary 

Tragedy struck the Corrigan family when John passed 
away in 1924. Cecilia left Coniston with her children and 
settled in Pembroke. Two of her sons, Cecil and John came 
back to Copper Cliff and worked for INCO. Cecil worked 
in Coniston for a number of years and retired as a shipping 
foreman in Copper Cliff. He had a family of eight boys, 
John and Leslie still reside here. John worked in Copper 
Cliff as a locomotive breakman and still lives in the area 
and has just recently retired. 

Cecilia Corrigan made her mark in the history of this town 
being one of the first school teachers to teach in this 
‘community. Not only her sons, but her grandchildren and 
sgreat-grandchildren stil reside in this area and a number 
ff them right here in Coniston. John Corrigan of Fourth 
‘Ave, is one of them, 








CREMA Family 

Primo Crema was born in 1897 in Muzzano, Italy, and 
in 1905 Romilda Baggio was born in Castello Di Godego. 
In 1920 she came to Coniston to join her parents who were 
already here. 

In 1911 Primo came to Canada with his parents and two 
brothers. He first came to Levack and then Crean Hill. He 





Left to right; Leno, Dominic (Primo), Romilda, Lena Crema, 
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then came to Coniston and worked for a chimney company 
that built the red brick stack that stood near the water tank 
at the smelter. From there he went to Sault Ste. Marie and 
worked for a company making refractory. In 1924 he hired 
‘on at Garson Mine and that same year he and Romilda were 
‘married at Our Lady of Mercy Church in Coniston. Their 
next move was to Sault Ste. Marie and Algoma Steel. Here 
‘wo children were born to them. Leno (married to Maureen 
Pappin) lives in Copper Cliff and worked at Inco until his 
retirement in 1982 as Senior Mechanical Maintenance 
Engineer. Lena (Mrs. T. Oliver) is a homemaker living in 
Coniston, In 1932 the Cremas returned to Coniston and he 
hired on with Inco as a blastman, where he worked until 
he lost his life in the tragic bus-train collision in 1951 

Leno and Lena were educated in the Coniston Separate 
‘and Continuation Schools. Leno attended Sudbury High and 
{graduated from the University of Toronto as a Mechanical 
Engineer. 

‘The family church was Our Lady of Mercy and later on 
‘St. Paul the Apostle. Romilda is the grandmother of 9 and 
great-grandmother of 7 children. 


CRESSWELL, James 

James Cresswell was born in England in 1877. Edith 
Cresswell (Bote) was also born in England in 1876, During 
the year of 1906, they decided to immigrate to Canada. 
‘James came first in 1907 to Montreal and then to Victoria 
Mine. Edith followed a year later with their two children, 
Fred aged six and Alice aged four. They lived in Victoria 
Mine until 1912 when Mond Nickel Company moved their 
operation to Coniston where a new smelter and town were 
being built. In the meantime two more children were born, 
John in 1909, and Leslie in 1911. After settling in Coniston 
in a house which still stands, (wo more children were born, 





Harry in 1913, and David in 1916. 





Left to right; Leslie, John, Fred, David, Harry & Grace Cresswell 


‘These were the days of house parties and sleigh rides 
during the winter months and picnics and outdoor living 
during the summer. The Cresswells, along with other 
families took advantage of the hot summer days and pitched 
their tents at Ramsey Lake, west of the area where 





















Moonlight Beach is now located. The men would walk the 
C.P.R. to Coniston each morning to work and back every 
day 


Along about this time sports became a part of the picture 
and in the early twenties Fred played on the local team. 
‘There were many hard fought games played on the outdoor 
rink where our present ball field is situated. Some of the 
other players were W. Wright, R. Acton, W. Johnson to 
name a few. 

‘The years flew by and sadly James Cresswell passed away 
in 1923 after a short illness. This was a great shock but life 
carried on and in 1925 Fred took as his bride, Edith Spencer. 
‘A year later she died leaving a son, Wallace, who married 
Helen Lesiak and left two sons, Brian and Tim and a 
daughter Judy upon his untimely death. Fred re-married in 
1928 to May Dubery. 

It was now John and Leslie’s turn to become well known 
in the sport circles. In the late twenties and carly thirties 
baseball came into favour in the district and the Cresswell 
brothers were prominent members of Coniston ball teams, 
notably for their long ball hitting. Some people still 
remember when Coniston defeated Sault Ste. Marie for the 
Junior Championship of Northern Ontario, but were beaten 
by a narrow margin by Milton, Ontario. 


John married Cornelia Kirwan of Coniston in 1932 and 
Alice married John Wilson of Sudbury in 1939 and left to 
live in Ottawa, 

The war years were now with us and early in 1941, David 
joined the Air Force. He went overseas later the same year 
and served in Britain, France, Belgium and Holland. While 
‘overseas he met Grace Watts and they were married in 
London in 1943. Meantime, Harry married Beatrice Jessup 
in Sudbury in 1941 

In the late forties and early fifties we saw a revival of 
‘church picnics which was sort of a next generation activity 
They were held at various locations. 

Leslie was the last to marry and tied the knot with Ella 
Stelle in 1950 and still lives in Coniston. They have one son, 
James who lives in Redcliff, Alberta with his wife and three 
children, 

After being bedridden for a number of years, Edith 
Cresswell died in 1954. Her second son, John died in 1963 
and Cornelia in 1977, leaving a family of four boys and three 
girls. They are Ronald of Coniston, Audrey (Veno) also of 
Coniston, as is Gary. Father David of Elliot Lake, Loreen 
of Kitchener, Brian of Lively and Phyllis (Blake) of 
Coniston. 

Harry passed away in 1965 after a short illness leaving 
no children. Beatrice later married John Wiltshire of 
Sudbury and still lives there, 

Fred died in 1968 after having served INCO for over fifty 
years and May followed in 1974 leaving three girls and five 
boys, Doris (Cruickshank) of Falconbridge, John of 
Sudbury, Robert of Coniston, Bette (Greenough) of Copper 
Cliff, Donald, Diane (Leclair), Kenneth and Leslie all of 
Coniston). 

‘Alice died in 1977 in Ottawa leaving one son, Keith livin 
in Vancouver and her husband John in Ottawa. 

David and Grace live in Coniston and have three children, 
Lynn (Hill) of Black Lake Road, Lively, Valerie (Baland) 
and Alison (Black) of London, Ontario. 




















CRIPPS, Ettie P. 

Ettie Cripps was a native of Capleton, Quebec. She was 
‘married in 1880 at Mine Hill, Nova Scotia, to John Cripps. 

‘They took up residence in Copper Cliff in 1887. She soon 
‘became one of the most popular citizens in the community 
‘She was an active member of the Protestant Church, worked 
and helped out everyone, and willingly gave her assistance 
to any charitable cause. She always found time to visit the 
sick 

Ettie moved to Victoria Mine in 1900 where some of her 
family were employed with the Mond Nickel Company. She 
was also held in the same high esteem in this community. 

“The Cripps transferred to Coniston with the Mond Nickel 
‘Company. In Coniston she was in charge of the community 
library, and known as “Grandma Cripps”. 

Mrs, Cripps lived in Coniston from 1913 to 1937. The 
Coniston Library owes its beginnings to this fine lady. 








ie B. Cripps (Librarian) and Florence Corless, daughter 
af C.¥. Coriess, Manager of Mond Nickel Co. 


CURLEY, Larry 

Larry Curley and his wife, Mary Aline O'Connor, came 
from the Ottawa Valley and were one of the early pioneer 
families in this area. Larry worked for the Mond Nickel 
Company as the yardmaster. They lived in the area that was 
known as Old Coniston and had a family of three, Tom, 
May and Inez. 

Larry continued to work for the Mond Nickel Company 
until the merger. Being a great friend of the then Member 
of Parliament, Charlie McCrea, he was convinced to leave 
the nickel company and take a job with the Department of 
Highways. 

The Curley children passed away at an early age, and 
Larry and his wife ended up in the Ottawa area for some 
time. Eventually they returned to the Sudbury area closer 
to their friends in Coniston, 
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CURLOOK Family 

William Curlook was born on February 18, 1891 in 
Potocheska, Ukraine, and arrived in Canada in 1907. He 
married Stephanie Acker in 1925 (Stephanie was born in 
1904 in the same village in the Ukraine). Stephanie passed 
away in 1975 and William in 1980. 

In 1907, William began his work at Victoria Mine, then 
worked at Coniston Smelter in 1913. In 1915, he moved to 
Toronto and drove a street car while attending Barber 
College. After this, he returned to Coniston and worked 
until his retirement at 65 years of age. 

illiam Curlook worked most of his life for INCO at the 
Coniston Smelter. He and Stephanie were very active in 
‘community life in Coniston and belonged to St. Michael’ 
Church. William and Stephanie had six children (one 
deceased at age 2). Five children are living in Ontario and 
all the children attended Coniston Continuation School until 
Grade 12. 

During their early married life the Curlooks enjoyed 
church picnics as a Sunday outing. The children were trained 
at a young age that the countryside was bountiful with 
blueberries and mushrooms. Fond memories are recalled of 
Stephanie's cookery and her recipes are still enjoyed by her 
children and grandchildren. Stephanie and William were 
enthusiastic gardeners and their special gardening touch has 
been passed along to their children. 








Seated Stephanie & William Curlook. Standing left to right; Mary, 
Eugenia, Delphina, Walter & Morris. 


At Coniston Smelter, William worked as a motorman on 
the Charging Floor. He eventually became a foreman 
(Geoffrey Shift) on the Charging Floor. 

William and Stephanie celebrated their S0th Wedding 
Anniversary in 1975 at the Italian Club in Coniston joined 
by their children, grandchildren and many friends. 

The eldest daughter, Delphine Curlook married George 
Finlay and is now residing in Mississauga with four children, 
Paul, Stephen, Matthew and Mark. 

Walter Curlook married Jennifer Burak. He graduated 
from Uni f Toronto (PhD) in Metallurgy. Walter 
is Executive Vice President of INCO Ltd. Walter and 
Jennifer now reside in Rosedale with their four children, 
Christine, Paul, Michael and Andrea, 

Eugenia Curlook married Patrick Poland. Pat is an INCO 
employee and works with the Drug Addiction Centre. The 
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Polands reside in Sudbury. They have four children, Carol. 
Ann, Duff, Dan and Shawn. 

Mary Curlook married Dino Santi. Dino is also an INCO 
employee at INCO Purchasing and Warehousing. They 
reside at Bay View Lodge on French River (owners) and have 
5 children, Kathy, Jamie, Donna, David and Kristina, 

Morris “Curlook married Helen Stewart Dow. He 
graduated from Ryerson in Electronics and works for INCO 
in Instrumentation. Morris has 3 children from a previous 
marriage: Lu-Ann, James and Peter. 


DALE, John James 

John James Dale was born in 1873 in Tottenham, 
Ontario. His wife, Emma Rose Spencer, was born in 1890 
in Gaspé Bay, Quebec 

John and Emma were married in 1906. They came to 
Coniston from the Warren area in 1916. John went to work 
for the Mond Nickel Company as a smelter worker. 

For a number of years, John was the boss of a scrap gang 
on John McMullen’s shift during the days when there were 
many labourers used in the smelter on cleaning up. He later 
operated the skull cracker and eventually ended up as a 
watchman until his retirement in 1938. 

John and Emma raised four children; Helen, Verlie, Ira 
and Ivan. They all attended the Coniston Public School, 

During John’s days as a watchman, he apparently earned 
the reputation of being a weather forecaster using some 
primitive methods. Some of his predictions were not very 
scientific. The weather would fall down to 40 degrees below 
zero, while John would be predicting rain; however the men 
on his shift got much amusement out of his predictions. 
According to the Sudbury Star, his fellow workers one day 
gathered together and with great ceremony made John the 
recipient of a presentation. The gift was a thermometer. 

Of his children, Helen is now deceased; Verlie, who during 
the war worked at the Copper Cliff plant, is now retired; 
Ira worked at the smelter from 1935 to 1947, then worked 
for the Abitibi Paper Mill in Sault Ste. Marie, is now retired 
and still lives in the Sault; Ivan served in the Royal Canadian 
Navy during World War 11, worked for a short time in 
Copper Cliff and then as a bartender at the Coulson Hotel, 
‘Sudbury, for many years, and was an active union steward 
of the Bartenders’ Union, and is now deceased. 

John passed away in 1950 at the age of 77 and Emma Rose 
passed away in 1974 at the age of 84. 


DANILUK, Roman 

Roman Daniluk came to Canada from a farming town 
called Czernijow in the Ukraine in 1913. He settled in 
Coniston and went to work for the Mond Nickel Company. 
For ten years, he worked and saved enough money to 
purchase property with a two room cottage on it and sent 
for his wife and family in 1923. His wife's name was Annie 
Pissyk. 

Before too long, Roman enlarged his house and today, 
after many improvements, the house still stands. 





\ ne. 
Top lef 10 right; Roman and Annie Daniluk. Bottom left 10 right 
Mary, Sophie, Helen and Nedecda Daniluk 





Two of their children were born in the ald country and 
the two younger ones were born in Coniston. 

Nedezda, the oldest daughter, married Dmytro Prydanik 
in Coniston and had one child. In 1931, they decided to 
return to the country of their birth and never to return to 
Canada, 

Mary was also born in the old country. She lived in 
Coniston for a while and then settled in Toronto where she 
is still residing today. Mary never married, 

Sophie and Helen were born in Coniston and educated 
here. Sophie took up secretarial work, She married Joseph 
Bell and had two children, Bill and Suzanne, and now lives 
in Pickering, Ontario. 

Helen, the youngest, was a teacher for a while and then 
became a seamstress, She married Phil Gniazdoski and for 
a long time was a resident of Coniston. They have two 
children, Sandra and Brian. Helen and Phil participated in 
all aspects of the Coniston community life, Phil has been 
a member of council in both Coniston and Nickel Centre 
for many years and held many positions in the Lions Club, 

Roman passed away in 1941 after a lengthy illness and 
his wife Annie passed away in 1954, Helen is the only 
descendant of the Daniluk family that remained inthis area 





DAVIE, Alex 


Alex Davie came to Canada from the Ukraine in 1893. 
He found his way to Coniston in 1915 where he obtained 





| 
Front; John & Mike. Back; Jack, Alex 
Tina & Bill Davie. 


employment with the Mond Nickel Co. He was a familiar 
face on the smelter charge floor until 1954 when ill health 
forced him to take an early retirement. 

Alex married Tina Pachkowski of Coniston in 1927 and 
raised a family of four boys: Bill, Jack, John and Mike 
Unlike their father, they did not follow him into the nickel 
industry. They went into railroading. 

Alex is now deceased and Tina lives in Sudbury and so 
do her two sons, Jack and Mike. Bill is now located in 
Toronto and John is in Williams Lake. 


DAVIS, Peter 

Peter Davis was born in Quyon, Quebec, in 1906. He came 
to Capreol in 1922 to work for the Plaunt & White Lumber 
‘Company, and spent one year in the lumber camps. He then 
Joined the Mond Nickel Company in Coniston, 

In 1926 Peter married Lea Peche, a St. Charles girl. They 
raised a family of eight: Gerald, who works in the 
mechanical department at INCO, married to Lena 
Slywchuk, for many years resided in Coniston, and now 
operates a summer lodge in West Arm; Joe who was also 
an INCO worker, was married to a Lapalme girl from 
Sudbury, and is now deceased; Germain (Mrs. Charlie 
Morin) living in Coniston; Gabriel (Mrs. Cyril Desloges) 
resides in Coniston; Verna married to Roger Sarazin; Shirley 
married to Leo Boyer of Coniston; May who is Mrs. Patrick 
Gauvreau, also living in Coniston; Stephen is married 10 
Gloria Hupalo, now lives in Oshawa, and is manager of the 
Dominion Store. 


Front row left to right: May, Germaine, Lea, Shirley & Steven 
Back row left 10 right; Gabrielle, Joseph, Gerald, Verna & Pete 
Davis. 





ete spent 23 years working for the nickel company, most 
of them in the converter department. In 1951 he was 
promoted to shift boss, and in 1966 he retired on a disability 
pension. 

Peter passed away in 1969, and Lea still lives in Coniston 
surrounded by her children and grandchildren. 
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DEEKS, Claude 

Claude Deeks arrived in Canada in 1906 after having 
worked for some years as a sailor on the CPR ship “Mount 
Temple” 

His wife, Annie Laurie Clark, came to Canada a year later 
and she and Claude got married in St. Stephen's Anglican 
Church near Montreal in 1907. 

Claude worked with the Allis-Chalmers Company in 
Lachine. In this job he was travelling a good deal and it was 
ona trip to Mond Nickel near Worthington that he decided 
to move north. He started to work in the electrical 
department of Mond Nickel and stayed on, becoming 
foreman, until his retirement in 1945. 





(Claude and Annie Laurie Deeks. 


‘They had five children: Albert, who is now deceased was 
‘married to Isabelle Whitehead of Toronto (now residing in 
Sudbury), Kathleen who is also deceased married John 
Dosott of Sudbury, Doris married Perey Martin, Eileen, 
now Mrs. Hart, lives in Sudbury, Margaret married Norton 
Leonard and resides in Stinson. 

Claude passed away in 1958 and Annie in 1963. Besides 
his three daughters in this area, there are several 
grandchildren, Nancy, Albert, and Isabelle's daughter who 
is married to Ken Cresswell and lives in Coniston, 





DEFORGE Family 

Joseph Deforge was born in Ottawa and his wife, Jane 
Gosselin, in Kentville, Ontario. The family’ made their home 
in St. Charles for a number of years until they moved to 
Coniston in 1931 

‘There were ten children in the Deforge family 

Joseph was in ill health during his stay in Coniston and 
passed away in 1942. His wife, Jane, worked as a midwife 
for Dr. Johns from time to time. 

Six of the ten Deforge children are still living, five of them 
in this area. Edna makes her home in Coniston; Ernest, who 
worked for the nickel company, is now retired and also lives 
in Coniston; Florence resides in Chelmsford; Christina 
resides in Copper Cliff; and Onesime makes his home in 
Toronto. 

Their mother, Jane, moved to Toronto in 1950 and passed 
away in 1967. 
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De LUCA, Joseph 

Joseph (Joe) De Luca was born in Udine, Italy, in 1890 
and his wife Stefania (De Luca) was also born there in 1909, 
They were both educated and married there. 

Joe arrived in Coniston from Italy in 1927. The following 
year he returned and married Stefania who incidentally 





carried the same maiden name. Later that year in 1928 they 
returned to Coniston where they made a home. 





Front left to right; Ide, Lucio & Reno, Back row left to right 
‘Joseph & Stefania Deca, 





Joe was employed as a carpenter with Mond and later Inco 
while Stefania busied herself as a seamstress and 
homemaker. They had three children, Lucio who went from 
auto mechanic to foreman at Inco, Reno who is a carpenter 
at Inco and Ida who is employed as a secretary. The children 
were educated in the Separate and Continuation Schools in 
Coniston and at Sudbury High and Sudbury Business 
College, Our Lady of Mercy Church was the family church, 
When speaking of the early days Stefania refers to 
Coniston as a.“Town of Hope’ where times were difficult 
but friends were close knit. Joe passed away in 1953 and 
Stefania and the married children reside in Sudbury. 





De MARCHI, Guiglielmo 

Born in 1901 in Istrana, Treviso, Italy, Guglielmo De 
Marchi arrived in Coniston in 1927 and went to work for 
Mond in the smelter where he stayed until his retirement 
from Inco in 1966. In 1929 he married Maria Baesso who 
was born in Villanova De Estrana in Italy 

There were three children born to them. Camillo (married 
to J. Goegan) is in real estate and lives in London, Matilda 
‘Tilly’ (Mrs. B. Maine) is a secretary living in Owen Sound 
and Romeo ‘Sam’ (married to Zaga Karklins) is a high 
school teacher in Sudbury 

‘The children all attended Our Lady of Mercy and 
Coniston Continuation Schools and Romeo furthered his 











Guglielmo and Marie DeMarchi with Matilda and Camilo 


education at St. Charles College and is a graduate of 
Laurentian Universi 

Maria is a parishioner at St. Paul the Apostle. Guiglielmo 
passed away in 1974 


DENEKA, Woityk 

Woityk Deneka came to Canada in 1927 from the village 
of Yarichi in Poland and settled in Coniston. He went 10 
work for the Mond Nickel Company, later INCO, where 
he remained for some 38 years, retiring in 1968 as a 
locomotive engineer. 

He married Mary Todosichuk in Coniston, who was born 
in Rosetown, Saskatchewan, but came 10 Coniston at a 
young age with her parents in 1925, 

"The Denckas had two children, sons Edward and Lawrence, 
raised and educated in Coniston, Edward went on to 
Teachers College and taught school in Capreol. He married 





Woityk (William) and Mary, Lawrence and Eddy Deneka. 





Helen Doskotch. Lawrence was a hotel operator. He married 
Dr. Shirley Platt. They lived in Waterloo. Edward died in 
1968, Woityk, or William as he was better known, and his 
wife Mary moved 10 Sudbury, were living on Howey Drive, 
but were constant visitors to Coniston. Mary devoted much 
of her time to gardening, mainly growing flowers, and was 
‘a member of the Sudbury Horticultural Society. Woityk 
passed away in September of 1977 and his wife Mary died 
in 1982. Their son Lawrence, enroute to Sudbury with his 
‘own son to settle his parents’ estate, died in a small plane 
crash 

‘The Denekas left behind four grandchildren, two of them 
residing in Sudbury, 


DESAUTELS, Antoine 

Antoine Desautels, who everyone called Tony, was born 
in Montreal in 1897 and married Marie Louise Michaud of 
‘Sturgeon Falls in 1921 

In 1927 he moved to Coniston and bought Michaud’s 
Drug Store which he operated until his retirement in 1965. 
It can be said that in this occupation he met and had friendly 
relations with every citizen of Coniston. He also served the 
people of Coniston as Chief Returning Officer, directed the 
National Census and was Justice of the Peace until his death 
in 1973. He was also a member of the Town Council and 
Separate School Board for many years and a founding 
member of the Club Richeliew of Sudbury. 


‘Marcelle, Aline, Lucille, Louise, Marie 
Louise, Back row left 10 right; René, Paul, Antoine, Roger & Jean 
Desautels 


Many will remember that his drug store served many years 
as the Coniston bus stop, waiting room and ticket office first 
for Deslongchamp Cartage Company, and later the Nickel 
Belt Coach Lines. During those years his store, whose motto 
was courtesy, cleanliness and service, was open from 8 a.m. 
to 11 p.m. the year round. 

Antoine was the youngest of five children of a police 
captain of the city of Montreal, and he and Marie Louise 
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had nine children. They were all raised and educated in 
Coniston. 

Jean, the oldest, was a mechanical engineer in 
administration with Hydro Quebec and also worked for the 
Canadian Government in England, France and Germany 
René, with a Bachelor of Commerce degree, is now self 
employed as a counsellor in business. Marcelle was a teacher 
for many years and married George Lachance of Montreal, 
where she now resides. Roger died in 1950 some two years 
after receiving his Chartered Accountant diploma. Paul is 
a senior engineering technician with INCO as well as 
‘maintenance co-ordinator and budget controller. Paul 
married a Sudbury girl, Agnes Tanguay, and they reside in 
Coniston, Lucille, who was a teacher for many years, is now 
Mrs. Leo Poirier, also a native of Coniston. Aline was a 
nurse and stewardess for Air Canada for many years, is now 
Mrs. Boyer, and lives in Montreal, Louise, also a nurse and 
stewardess for Air Canada, is now Mrs. K. Burkalter and 
lives in Switzerland. 

The family has a summer cottage in Sturgeon Falls and 
the Desautels not only spend time there but also find time 
to spend in Coniston visiting Paul and Lucille. 

‘Antoine is now deceased and his wife resides in a senior 
citizens home in Sturgeon Falls. 





DESLOGES, Alex 

‘Alex Desloges was born in 1901 in Ottawa. The family 
moved to the Sudbury area shortly after he was born and 
they made their home in a log cabin on the Garson road. 
‘A short time later they moved to a farm on McFarlane Lake 
where Alex was raised. 


Laura and Alex Desloges. 

At the age of 16 Alex joined Smith & Travers Diamond 
Drilling Company and shuttled between Creighton, Garson 
and Stobie Mine. 

In 1920 he went to work for the Mond Nickel Company 
as a trackman and during the years that followed performed 
the duties of brakeman, conductor and finally to 
transportation foreman, 

In 1921 he married Laura Durette of Copper Cliff. They 
raised a family of four, Alfred, Lorette, Cyril and Larry 

Alfred was a maintenance mechanic at INCO and is 
‘married to Marie Pernol, Lorette married Roland Renaud, 
a locomotive fitter with INCO, now retired. Cyril works at 
the Iron Ore Plant and is married to Gabriel Davis, a 
Coniston native. Larry works for Dominion Stores, is 
married to Ann Bizuik and resides in Sudbury. Alfred, 
Loretta and Cyril live in Coniston while Alex, who retired 
in 1966, now resides in Sudbury. 
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DIMATTEO, Nicola 

Nicola “Nick” DiMatteo joined his brother Joe in Canada 
in 1926. He arrived in Coniston from Pacendro Aquila, 
Italy, but at the time jobs were not easy to come by and 
Nick went to work for Alberico Gentile’s delivery business 
until he was employed by INCO in 1934, where he remained 
until he retired as a sintering machine operator in 1972. 

Nick's family of three children are: Louise, who is a 
housewife, Ralph (married to Colette Rouselle) who works 
for INCO and Aimé who works for the Ministry of Northern 
Affairs. 

‘The children were educated at Our Lady of Mercy School, 
Nickel District High School and Laurentian University 








Nick and Joe DiMatteo 


Nick has been a resident of Coniston since his arrival with 
the exception of five years when he and his wife (Dorothy 
Graham), who is a Registered Nurse, lived in Sudbury. They 
have since built a new home on Edward Street in Coniston, 
where they presently reside. 

Nick is an active member of the Elks and Dorothy is à 
member of the Royal Purple 

‘As accurately as Nick can recall, his dad Ralph, crossed 
the ocean to Canada five to possibly six times before 
returning to Italy to stay. 





PPE 

Guiseppe “Joe” DiMattco arrived in Canada before the 
First World War with his father Ralph DiMatteo from 
Pacendro Aquila in Italy at the tender age of 16 years. 

His father went to work in Creighton and Joe was 
employed by Mond in the Smelter where he stayed until his 
retirement in 1966. 

‘Joe attended grade school in Italy and is a parishioner 
of St. Paul the Apostle Church. 

Joe lives in his own home and is a confirmed bachelor 
who obviously thrives in “going it alone” 











DISCHER, Fred 
Fred Discher was a leading Coniston bachelor, born near 
Renfrew around 1900, He spent nearly all is life in his area. 
He went to school at Worthington and Victoria Mine 
His father, Otto, worked for the Mond Nickel Company 
as a master mechanic at Worthington. 








Fred with retirement gift, 1960. 


His home was at the Coniston Club where many other 
bachelors resided. 

Fred went directly from school into the army. He saw 
action in France and Belgium and after his discharge he went 
to work at the Coniston smelter as a machinist. He then quit 
this job and went into the construction circuit, but he came 
back to Coniston in 1923 and worked in the plate shop until 
his retirement in 1960. 

His specialty was repairing the converters and making 
huge converter hoods used in the smelter. Fred was a good 
athlete and played both baseball and hockey wel. 


DOCHAK, Steve 

Steve Dochak came to Canada from the Ukraine in 1928. 
He went to work at the Coniston smelter in 1935. 

He married Mary Dzubos in 1923 and they had one son 
Mike who was employed as a welder at the Copper Cliff 
smelter, 

Steve was a hard working individual and spent over 28 
years working for the nickel company, both in Coniston and 
Copper Cliff. He retired in 1963. 

His wife Mary passed away in 1953. To occupy his leisure 
time after retirement, Steve owned and operated a small 
billiard hall in Sudbury, a good meeting place for old 
pensioners 

Both Steve and his son Mike are now deceased. 





DOSKOCH, Mike 

Mike Doskoch came to Canada from the Ukraine in 1923, 
He started to work for the nickel company in Coniston in 
1929, a year later left the company, and went to Winnipeg 
where he married Mary Woijekowski in 1931 and returned 
to Coniston a year later where he spent a number of years 
‘working in the converter department as a puncher. Mike had 
had some blacksmith experience and ended up transferring 
from Coniston to Garson, where he worked in the 
blacksmith shop until his retirement in 1969. 

Mary and Mike had two children born to them in 
Coniston, Theresa and Terry. 

In addition to his job as a blacksmith, Mike had a hobby 
raising and racing homing pigeons. He pursued this with 


a considerable amount of vigour and had in his possession 
at least fifty feathered friends at all times. 

Their children finished their education. Theresa took up 
office and secretarial work and Terry became an auto 
mechanic. Terry was working as a mechanic for Gamble & 
Robinson when a tragic accident occurred. He was pouring 
gasoline into the carburetor and someone accidentally 
ignited the motor. The gasoline exploded seriously burning 
Terry and he died several days later. 





‘Mike, Mary, Theresa & Terry Doskoch. 


Mary Doskoch passed away in 1917. Mike, who had 
moved from Coniston to Winnipeg, died this year. Theresa, 
who had married Merlyn Black, resides with her husband 
and two children in Garson. 


DOUCETTE, Remi 

Remi Doucette was another Coniston senior citizen who 
celebrated his 100th birthday and lived on to nearly 105 years 
of age. He was born in Tusket, Nova Scotia and lived most 
of his life in Yarmouth until moving to Coniston in 1952 
to live with his son Russ and daughter-in-law Sally. 

In Yarmouth Remi worked as a teamster, driving both 
horses and oxen teams belonging to the local livery stable. 
He also broke in new horses brought in from the west and 
raced horses at the local sulky race track. 

‘On his 100th birthday he received best wishes from the 
Queen and the Prime Minister and many local politicians. 

Remi's local family still ving in Coniston are Burt, Vic, 
Ronnie and Paul Boyd. 





Remi on his 100th birthday in 1972. 
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DRILL, Bill 

Bill's father sold a plot of land to pay for his ship passage 
and urged him to leave his village in the Ukraine before the 
war broke out in 1914. At the age of 19, Bill took a train 
to Trieste, Yugoslavia, and there boarded a ship for Canada. 
It took 23 days before he landed in Halifax. He had only 
$23.00 in his pocket. He caught a train west and finally 
arrived in Copper Cliff where he stayed with a relative. He 
did odd jobs with the CPR and lumber camps until he heard 
that they were hiring at the Mond Nickel Company in 
Coniston. In 1922 he took a job with Mond Nickel and 
settled in Coniston. 








Top left 10 righ; Bll and Helen Drill. Bottom left to right; Olga 
and Jennie. 


He met and married Helen Lazarovitch in 1924. She had 
arrived a year earlier from the Ukraine 

‘They raised two daughters, Jennie and Olga. Both were 
‘educated in this area. Jennie married Bill Behun, a native 
‘of Coniston, and now resides in Aurora. Olga lives in 
Toronto, 

Bill retired in 1959 and enjoys his garden. He is very proud 
of his two grandsons, Dan and David Behun and delights 
in entertaining his great-granddaughter, Briane Behun. 


DROHAN, Veronica 

Veronica Drohan was born in Eganville, Ontario, and 
came to Coniston in September of 1922 at the age of 19, 
fresh from the North Bay Normal School. She lived at the 
company clubhouse, and during the Mond Nickel days 
helped to entertain the lords and ladies who came from 
England to visit the company operation. 

She spent 46 years teaching at Our Lady of Mercy School 
at Coniston. Her classes included Grades 2, 3, 4 and 5. For 
nine years she was principal of the school’s English classes. 
She taught the children’s choir at the church for some 25 
years and took a keen interest and pride in all community 
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(ll 
Veronica Drohan retires in 1947. Lorinda Caverson and Ted 
Conton presenting plaque to Miss Drohan. Ist row left to righ 
Veronica Drohan, Mer. J.H. Coallier, Mr. Bulger (Inspector), Miss 
Hannah Drohan, 2nd row left to right; Francis and Mayor Walter 
Kilimnik, Marita Harrington, Marjorie Norquay 


affairs. She was given the Centennial Award for Coniston 
in 1967. She taught three generations of Coniston people 
at Our Lady of Mercy School. Her “graduates” included 
people in many professions. 

In 1968 when she retired, a parade preceded her farewell 
banquet led by the Coniston Band, and the reception and 
banquet was attended by some 500 people, friendly 
townspeople showing their affection and esteem for this 
dedicated lady who had played such an important part in 
the life of the community. She was presented with many gifts 
a a token of the people's appreciation. 

She retired to her home town. This past year, when she 
was visited by Ida Gobbo, one of her pupils and later a 
teacher herself, Veronica’ Drohan recalled many fond 
‘memories of Coniston and her associates at the school. She 
recalled that Marie Tanguay was the principal and that she, 
Yvonne Giroux, Cecile Landriau and Loretta Kehoe were 
her assistants. She also recalled her colleagues such as Muriel 
Carscallen who spent ten years in Coniston, Hazel Nolan, 
Dorothy Goetz who was principal after Marie Tanguay, 
Hilda Cunningham, Rose Gobbo, Stella Allard and many 
others. 

Yes, she remembers Coniston, and Coniston remembers 
her with gratitude. 





DUBERY, Albert 

Albert and Gertrude Dubery were both born in England, 
Albert in London and Gertrude in Wimbleton. 

The Dubery"s came to Canada in 1924 and settled in 
Coniston where Albert went to work in the plant. He 
remained there for the next 25 years retiring in 1949 from 
the maintenance department where he was a painter. 

‘They had three children; May, the oldest daughter, Leslie 
and Margaret. Their daughter May married Fred Cresswell, 
a Coniston native, in 1928. A number of her children still 
reside in Coniston. 

Their only son, Leslie, worked for Falconbridge Nickel 
Mines, was accidentally burned, and died of those burns at 
the age of 27 in 1939. 

Margaret, the youngest of the Dubery family, worked at 








Albert & Gertrude Dubery. 


the Coniston smelter in the general office until her 
retirement. 

The Dubery's were active members of the Coniston 
community, particularly in All Saints Anglican Church, 
Albert was a member of the St. John’s Ambulance Corps, 
participated in numerous competitions and helped to train 
thers in first aid practices. For a number of years, Duberys 
acted as librarians at the Coniston Public Library. They took 
‘over when Alice Easton and her husband Bill, who had been 
looking after the library, moved to Copper Cliff. First 
Gertrude took over the responsibility and later Albert took 
it on. In the end, their daughter Margaret took over and 
carried on until that library was closed and a new library 
created. 

Albert and Gertrude Dubery are now deceased as well as 
their daughter May Cresswell. Margaret now resides in 
Sudbury. 


DUBREUIL, William 

William Dubreuil and Olive Gervais came to this area 
from the Ottawa Valley around 1885 from a place called 
Mount St. Patrick near Renfrew. They were a family of 12 
children. We were only able 10 locate the names of 10 
children. Minnie, the eldest, Maxime, Ned, Maggie, Fred, 
Alex, Jeanette, Agnes, Sophronie and Wesley 

‘They came from a farming community and they settled 
in Coniston on a farm which was located on the south side 
of the C.P.R. tracks in the area now known as East of 
Edward St. South 

Many of the early pioneers of Polish and Ukrainian 
extraction that came here from Victoria Mines and to 
Canada in the early days bought their property on which 
their homes were built from the Dubreuil family 

Maxime was the son that remained on the farm after his 
father passed away. The farm house was located in the 
vicinity of what is now Nickel Street, Lots were created from 
the C.P.R. tracks all along Edward St. up to the top of the 
bill which is now known as Michael St. Another son farmed 
just a mile or so beyond the Coniston limits at Dill. This 
was indeed a farming community until the smelter came and 
the Dubreuil family played quite a role in its early 
beginnings. Its unfortunate that we were not able to locate 
any of the ancestors to provide a more detailed account of 
this family. 


DUHAIME, John 

John Duhaime was born in Chrysler, Ontario, in 1883, 
His wife, Cordelia Piche, was born in Embrun, Ontario, 
in 1888. They were married in St, Charles in 1902 and raised 
a family of 14 children, 7 born in St. Charles and 7 in 
Coniston. 

‘The Duhaimes lived in St. Charles for 11 years and in 1913 
moved to Coniston and John went to work for the Mond 
Nickel Company for a short period of time. He then went 
into business operating a bakery shop on Edward Street 
across from the Caisse Populaire. 

From 1916 to 1929 they ran a dairy farm which was 
located south of Concession Street and then bought Pelliers” 
Butcher Shop on Second Avenue which they operated within 
the family until 1972. 

‘The Duhaime children were given the opportunity to 
attend a variety of learning institutions. Moise, the oldest, 
chose farming as a career and now resides in Warren. Lena 
is deceased, Louise became a school teacher and lives in 
Sturgeon Falls, Lea (Blake) was a teacher, Napoleon has been 
a farmer and lives in Hagar, Leo, who ran the store, is now 
retired and spends his time between, Florida, Coniston and 
Moonlight Beach. Jeanette, Mrs. Ed Paradis, operated a 
telephone exchange in Coniston and she and her husband 


Front row left to right; Maurie, John Sr, Cordelia & Celina. Back 
row left to right; Napoleon, Leo, John Jr., George, Romeo, Rev. 
IH, Bruneau, Jeanette, Florida, Hilda, Lea & Aurelia. 





spend their time between Florida and Cache Bay. Aurelia 
was a Children’s Aid Supervisor and lives in Sudbury. 
Florida married Maurice Boulay and lives in Coniston 
George worked in Coniston and for Abitibi Mill and is now 
a tourist lodge operator. Romeo lives in Wahnapitae and 
is an electrician, Hilda (Mrs. Slywchuk) lives in Coniston, 
John Jr. took up police work and is now working in 
Sturgeon Falls. Dr. Maurice Duhaime resides in Montreal, 
is an orthopedist, and is head of St. Justine Hospital and 
Orthopedic Clini. 

ohn passed away in 1954 and his wife Cordelia in 1980. 





DUMONT Family 

Arthur Dumont was born in 1894 at St. Henri in the 
Province of Quebec. His wife Mary Elizabeth Bernard, born 
in 1911, was a native of Cochrane, Ontario. Arthur and 
Mary were married in 1933 and came to Coniston in the 
summer of 1934 where Arthur established Dumont’s Barber 
Shop on Edward Street. 
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Left righ; Jacqueline, Mary, Verna, Bernard, Arthur Dumont 





There were three children born to the Dumonts in 
Coniston where they were raised and educated. Bernard, the 
oldest of the Dumont children, went on to university, studied 
law and has an established law practice in the City of 
Sudbury. He is married and has four children. Jacqueline 
became Mrs. Sirois and raised a family of four. Her husband 
Dan is a supervisor at Frood Mine, and Jacqueline is 
presently employed as Judy Erola’s assistant in the riding 
office. Jacqueline and Dan make their home in Garson. 
Verna, the youngest of the Dumont children, became a 
teacher and is now employed with the Sudbury Separate 
‘School Board. She is married, has one son, and makes her 
home in Coniston. 

‘Arthur was well known in Coniston. Not only did he cut 
a great deal of hair in his 39 years in the barbering trade 
here, but he was always ready with a few good stories 10 
tell. He retired in 1973 and passed away in 1974. His wife 
Mary still resides on Bancroft Drive in Coniston 


DUNCAN, James 

James A. Duncan was a native of Aberdeenshire, 
Scotland. A tailor by trade, he and his wife Mary Clarke 
spent the early days of their married life in Scotland. There 
were four children born to Mary and James; James Jr. 
Jane, Elizabeth and George. It was a sad day in the life of 
the young Duncan family when Mary passed away. A few 
years later, James took another Aberdeenshire lass, the 
daughter of Simon Milne, Diana F. Milne for his wife. Three 
children were born of this marriage in Scotland; Georgina, 
Peter and Robert. News of a better life and more 
opportunity in Canada convinced James to move his family 
to Copper Cliff where he went into partnership in the 
tailoring business. The family grew up and there was one 
more addition to the Duncan clan in Copper Cliff with the 
birth of Ronald, 

In the carly 1920's James was searching for a better 
location for his business and in 1921 decided to move to the 
Mond Nickel town of Coniston where he set up his own 
tailor shop. At one time, five Duncan sons worked in the 
nickel industry. James was a welder in Copper Cliff, George 
was a mechanic, but later settled in Toronto. Peter (or Pat 
as he was better known) was also a mechanic and worked 
at Coniston. He was married to Susan Hood. Robert (known 
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as Bert) worked in the Coniston warehouse and was married 
to Nell McCardle. Ronald was an electrician at the Coniston 
smelter, and is married to Dorothy Hugli, a Coniston girl 

The girls in the Duncan family all married. Sara Jane 
became Mrs. Richard Buckles, eventually making her home 
in Toronto. Elizabeth married Richard Brown, while 
Georgina married Bruce MacCrindle, an electrician in 
Coniston. 


James and Diana Duncan 


Of the Duncan family, only George and Ronald are still 
around. Ronald, who has been a Coniston Hydro 
Commissioner since 1956, now lives in Espanola, his 
daughter Diane is in Spanish, and his son Terrell works in 
the nickel industry and lives in Sudbury. Pat's son Peter, 
and James’ children, Clifford and Norma, are still in the 





DURETTE, Sam 

Sam Durette was the son of a railroader, Louie, who came 
to Coniston in the early 1900's, Louie worked for the CPR 
and then the Mond Nickel Company and INCO as a track 
foreman, 

‘Sam was born in 1898, and at the age of 14 went to work 
at Copper Cliff in 1913 as a water boy earning 18€ an hour 
for a 10 hour day. He later worked as a brakeman. 








Sam and Mary Durerte 


In 1926 Sam married Mary Bradley, a Chelmsford girl. 
They raised a family of three children; Estelle, Gerald and 
Ludger. 

In 1926, Sam left the nickel industry and started to operate 
a bakery, but the depression struck and he went under. He 
returned to work in the sintering plant at Coniston where 
he remained until his retirement in 1962. 

‘Sam’s children grew up and were also educated in 
Coniston. Estelle is married and now resides in Sudbury; 
Gerald is an X-ray technician working at the Laurentian 
Hospital, residing in Sudbury; Ludger first moved to 
California and then back to Canada settling in Sarnia where 
he is a member of the fire department. 

Both Sam and Mary have now passed away, Mary in 1968 
and Sam in 1975. A number of their grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren still live in the area. 








EASTWOOD, Argyle 

Argyle Eastwood was born in Carleton Place the son of 
Herbert and Mae Eastwood. In 1918 after his father was 
Killed in the Second World War he moved to Cache Bay to 
89 to elementary school. After graduating from elementary 
school he attended secondary school in North Bay. After 
this he went to further his education in Toronto, 

‘Anne, his wife, was born, raised and educated in 
‘Thessalon, Ontario and is the daughter of Verna and 
Thomas Hackford, After their marriage they made Coniston 
their home, where they raised their four children. Rodney, 
Sandra and Thomas reside in Coniston while Carol-Anne 
lives in The Pas, Manitoba 

Areyle, over the years, has been quite active in community 
affairs. In Coniston sports, he has been involved in minor 
hockey as both an executive and a coach. He has also been 
active with the Oldtimers hockey in Coniston. In baseball, 
Argyle was a member of the Nickel Belt Baseball Executive 
for years, besides being a Manager and President of the 
Coniston Red Sox ball club. 

Sports are not Argyle’s only interest. He has been a 
member of the Nickel Centre fire depariment, the North 
Central Regional Library Board, the Credit Union Board 





Back row left to right; Rodney, Argyle, Anne, Carl Ann. Front 
left 10 right: Tommy and Sandra Eastwood. 





and he has been a lay reader at All Saints Anglican Church 
in Coniston for many years. 

Argyle was also instrumental in reviving the Boy Scout 
movement in Coniston being both a leader and member of 
the group committee, 

In 1941 Argyle Eastwood and Anne Hackford were 
married in the Church of the Epiphany, Sudbury, Ontario 
by Canon Beattie, later Bishop of Kootenay 

‘Anne and Argyle have kept busy in retirement, Anne with 
all her activities in the church and Argyle with all his 
activities in the community. 


EVERITT, John 

‘The educational facilites and employment possibilities in 
the Coniston area brought John and his wife Florence 
northward to Coniston from Lake Joseph in the late thirties. 
He retired from the CPR in 1967 and decided this was a 
good place to remain in retirement. 

Both have dedicated a lifetime of active years to the work 
Of their church and are energetic supporters of the Senior 
Citizens Club in Coniston, John gets great enjoyment from 
Kecping-his garden and house in a picturesque condition. 
Florence enjoys sewing and many other crafts. 











Florence & John Evert. 


They have four children: John, who spent two years in 
the army, is married to Marie Davies from Stinson Dam, 
works for the CPR and lives in Callendar; Florence is 
married to Erie Williams, an INCO welder; Ernest is married 
to Joan Lawrence of Sudbury, is active in Credit Union work 
and is employed at INCO; George is married to Jeanne 
Davies, worked for a few years at INCO before moving to 
Nanaimo, B.C., where he is very active in the Power 
Squadron, at the local and national level, and works in the 
lumbering industry 

John and Florence are very proud of their fifteen 
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren, 





EVERSHED, William 
William Evershed, “Pop” as he was known to many, was 
born in Wandsworth, London, England. His wife, Alice 
Vinney, and he were married in 1909. Alice was born in 
England. 
They first settled in Copper Cliff where Bill's brother 
George and his sister both lived. 
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In 1915, he decided to move to Coniston and work for 
the Mond Nickel Company. He did not stay too long in 
Coniston and moved back to Copper Cliff. His final move 
was in 1921 when he returned to Coniston to work in the 
electrical department, where he continued to work until his 
retirement some 28 years later. 

‘Two of their daughters, Alice and Doris, were born in 
England. George, their eldest son, was born in Coniston. 
William, or “Teddy” as he was called, was born in Copper 
Cliff. Gladys and Joyce were born in Coniston. The children 
aitended the Coniston Public School and the Continuation 


School. 


Left to right; Gladys, William, Joyce and Alice Evershed. 

Bill was a sportsman in the early days when he played 
soccer for Coniston. He and Theo Fitzgerald managed the 
Coniston Red Sox. Bill Jr. was a baseball and hockey player. 
Although the men in the family ended up working at INCO, 
some turned to politics. George was on the School Board 
in Coniston, William was on the School Board in 
Chelmsford, William Sr., as all know, was both a Councillor 
and Mayor of Coniston for quite some time. 

‘The girls also made their mark. Alice worked for the 
Federal Department of Revenue, Doris was a school teacher, 
and Joyce worked for the Federal Department of Veterans 
Affairs 

William Sr. and his wife Alice passed away some years 
ago along with their oldest son, George. William Jr. is now 
retired and living in Chelmsford. Alice, Doris and Joyce are 
retired as well and living in Scarborough, Ontario. Gladys 
lives in Chelmsford. 

Ida, George’s wife, still lives in Coniston and carties on 
the Evershed presence in this community. 





FABRIS, Hector 

Hector Fabris was born in Bresanvido, Italy in 1909 and 
came to Canada in 1926 where he was first employed by 
Ford in Windsor. In 1928 he moved to Toronto and worked. 
for Rayner Construction until 1936 when he came to 
Coniston. He hired on at Inco where he stayed for 13 years. 
From then until his retirement he owned and operated his 
‘own taxi and was also the janitor at Club Allegri for many 
years. 
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In 1940 Hector and Inez Battistuzzi were married. Inez 
was born in Coniston and the family home was originally 
a store in Victoria Mine owned by Mr. Pressaco which had 
been transported to Coniston and renovated as a home. 
There are three children in the Fabris family; Irene (Mrs. 
D. Robinson); Eileen (Mrs. P. Pytk) and Jim (married to 
Grace Zwerus). Hector attended primary school in his 
hometown while Inez attended the Coniston Separate school 
as did her children. They also attended the Coniston 
Continuation School, Jim went to Ryerson and Irene and 
Eileen took a secretarial course. 

Irene is a secretary living in Vancouver, Eileen is a 
purchasing agent living in Toronto and Jim is a Foreman 
and instructor with Bell in Thunder Bay. Inez recalls her 
youth and the wooded hills, dirt roads and lack of running 
water, electricity or indoor plumbing. 

The family boasts seven grandchildren. 








FANTIN, Giuseppe 

Grumolo in Verona, Italy was the place and 1889 was the 
year when Giuseppe ‘Joe’ Fantin was born. At 24 years of 
‘age he married Matilda Ferro who was born in Castel Franco 
‘Veneto and five days later they left for Canada. They came 
to Coniston and Mond hired Joe in their new smelter where 
he stayed until he retired with Inco in 1954, 

‘Of the ten children born to them eight are still living; Anna 
‘Anita’ (Mrs. E. Valentini), Florinda ‘Flora’ (Mrs. F. 
Ceccutti of Ceccutti Bakery), Maria ‘Mary’ (Mrs. E. 
Simionÿ), Ontario ‘Butter’ (married to Olga Popadynec), 
AAlice (Mrs. W. Orser), Ampellio ‘Armand’ (married to Ruby 
Dini), Leodia ‘Lydia’ (Mrs. M. Wandziak) and John 
(married to Maureen McGinn), 

The girls in the family became career homemakers while 
the three boys became bakers in a shop that ‘Butter’ opened 
in 1938 and where they worked at one time or another until 
it closed in 1974. At that time Butter and Armand retired 
John who has a B.Sc. degree at the University of New 
Brunswick, had attended the American Institute of Baking, 
‘and the University of Toronto, continues his career as a High 
‘School teacher. 








Left to right; Anita, Maria, Matilda, Alice (in front of mother) 
Ontario, Giuseppe, Flora, Ampelio Fantin (in front of father. 





The children were educated in the Coniston Separate and 
Continuation Schools and Our Lady of Mercy and St. Paul 
the Apostle were the family churches. Needless to say Joe 
and Matilda found primitive conditions upon their arrival 
here, For a while they also kept two cows which supplied 
the family needs and those of a few preferred neighbours. 

Oldtimers affectionately recall how, during the great 
depression two undisputed champions, Joe Fantin and 
Primo Crema would cheer their otherwise doleful lives by 
daily competing to outdo each other with tall, tall tals. 

In 1963 Joe and Matilda celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary which was attended by their eight children, 25 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren, 

Joe passed away in 1968 and Matilda died in 1971 as a 
result of an automobile accident 


FARNEL, John Andrew 

John A. Farnel and his wife, former Jessie White, were 
both born in the small community of Beachburg, near 
Renfrew, Ontario. Jessie was born on March 29, 1894 and 
died December 31, 1940 at the age of 46. John was born 
September 17, 1889 and died March 2, 1958. 

He worked on a farm until he was 21 years of age, His 
first contact with the nickel industry came in 1913 when he 
took a job with the Mond Nickel Company at Victoria 
Mines. Two months later he was transferred to the smelter 
in Coniston and he worked there in the converter building, 
until his retirement in 1954. 

John got a bit homesick around 1920, quit his job, and 
headed east to spend a couple of years working in the 
Pembroke area. He then returned to Coniston permanently. 

Goldie, their oldest daughter, was born in Beachburg, 
while the other children, Denzil, Alvie, Edgar and Norwood, 
were born in Coniston. They attended school in Coniston, 
and the family belonged to the United Church. 

Goldie married Ed Stephens, an INCO employee who 
retired in 1976, and they reside in Sudbury. They have one 
son Lloyd and daughter Darlene who is a Registered Nurse 
at the Sudbury General Hospital, married to David Newell, 
a well known NHL referce. They reside in Copper Cliff and 
have three daughters, Lara, Erin and Jessica 





4 A Sree à 
John and Jesie Farnel, left to right; Denzil, Avie, 
Eagar and Golde 


Son Denzil, who was a power house operator at 
Falconbridge died in 1974. He married a well known 
Coniston girl, Gladys Stacey. Gladys died in 1961. They had 
one son Donald who lives in Elliot Lake. 

Son Alvie, like all his brothers, was born in Coniston, was 
am electrician at [NCO in Copper Cliff, took a heart attack 
at work and died in 1969. He was married (0 Aline LaRue 
who works at Laurentian Hospital in Sudbury. They 
had three sons, Edgar, Russell and Danny, and one daughter 
Joyce, a Registered Nurse at Sudbury General Hospital, 
Joyce was born in Coniston and is married to James 
Dickson, Co-ordinator of Physical Education for Sudbury 
and district high schools. They have two daughters, Heather 
and Avril, and one son Jeffrey, 

Norwood worked for the Transportation Department and 
spent most of his time in Coniston. He retired from INCO 
in the spring of 1978. Norwood was married to Dorothy 
Martin whose first husband was killed in the bus-train 
accident in Coniston in 1951. Dorothy had five children: 
Janet now Mrs. Don McLean of Coniston, Pat now Mrs, 
‘Andy McLean of Coniston, Doreen now Mrs. Les Leclait 
of Coniston, son Norman Martin of Coniston, another son 
David of Toronto. Norwood and Dorothy had two sons, 
Norwood and James. Norwood Jr. died in a house fir 
1957. James is General Manager of Poly Rama Plastics Ld 
of Edmonton. He had worked for INCO previously, had 
his recall to INCO, but decided to stay in Edmonton. He 
is married to Cindy Argyle and they have one son Janes Jr. 

‘The family recalls Jessie's love of her family and 
ceveryone’s children. They also recall the first home John 
and Jessie moved into in Coniston which was still under 
construction. The doors were not all on and no water, 
clectricity or sidewalks. They had to travel by horse and 
bugey to get to Sudbury along a road that was nothing more 
than a trail via Romford. The boys were very much involved 
in sports. 

Goldie Stephens is the only remaining child of John and 
Jessie sil alive, although as mentioned here previously, their 
‘grandchildren and great-grandchildren are still living in this 





FERA, Alex 

Alex Fera was born in 1883 in Cellare, Cosenza, Italy. 
In 1904 he married Raphaella Caputo, born in the same town, 
in 1889. In 190$ he came to Canada and was hired by Mond. 
at Victoria Mine until he returned to Italy to join his wife 
and son. In 1907 Alex was back in Canada with his wife 
and son Charles (married to Lucy Dubé) who became a 
shoemaker in Blind River and has since passed away. They 
‘came to Coniston during the developing days of the new 
town and Alex went to work on the railroad. In 1908 he 
‘worked on the road leading to Our Lady of Lourdes grotto 
on Lourdes Street in Sudbury 

Five more children blessed the family: Mally (married to 
‘A. Asselin) worked for Inco and was a car salesman, now 
retired and living in Coniston. Tony (married to L. Oliviero) 
lives in Toronto and is in insurance and real estate. Mary 
(Mrs. N. Bartolucci) is a homemaker living in Sudbury. 
Stella (Mrs. H. Smith) is a homemaker also and lives in 
London and John (married to T. Antoniazzi) who is an 
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Alex and Raphael. 





electrician with Inco and lives in Coniston. John has been 
‘on town couneil for 17 years. 

‘Alex retired from Inco in 1948 with more than 32 years 
of service as track boss. Alex and Raphaella celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversary in 1954. Upon their arrival here 
in 1907 they endured the same difficult conditions 
‘encountered by their neighbours such as no running water, 
no electricity, no hydro or indoor plumbing and dirt roads 
However after having taken 33 days to make the Atlantic 
crossing Alex vowed he would never leave here again and 
he was true to his word. The family recalls the 1929 Model 
‘A and their trips to Blind River that took a full day each 
way. 

‘Raphaella passed away in 1976 predeceased by Alex in 
1969. 

There are 19 grandchildren and 29 great-grandchildren 
surviving. 


FITZGERALD, William 
William Fitzgerald was born in London, Eng! 
He came to Canada in 1890. His wife Catherine Kennedy 

anville, Ontario. The couple were married 

in 1903. They lived in Eganville for 8 years prior to coming 
to the Sudbury area where William went to work at Victoria 

Mine. Along with many others, William was transferred to 

Coniston when Victoria Mine closed down. For a short 

period of time the family lived in Sudbury while their home 

was built in Coniston. They moved into Coniston in 1914 

and lived on Third Avenue. 

They had seven children: Theo, Jack, Ted, Paddy, Herbie, 
Honour and Winnie. Four of the sons followed their father’s 
footsteps and worked for the Nickel company. 

‘William worked in the smelter in the converter department 
and had the misfortune of losing an eye in the department. 
He later transferred to the bins and had another unfortunate 
accident and lost a foot. He retired on a disability pension 
in 1925. 

Catherine passed away in 1928. William died in 1964. Of 
the original seven children, only three are still living; Jack 
who is now retired and lives in Sudbury. Honour lives in 
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Toronto and Winnie, Mrs. Terrick, lives in Sudbury. There 
are a number of grandchildren still living in the area, in 
Coniston. Theo's wife Florence sil lives here as well as their 
son Ken. 


Front row leftto right: Michael Whalen (cousin), Theo, Ted. 
Back row left to right: Patrick (baby), Catherine, Jack and 
William Fitzgerald. 





FLOREANI, Attilio 

Born in 1907 Attilio Floreani left his hometown of Rive 
D'Arcano in Udine, Italy, at twenty years of age to come 
to Coniston, Here he was employed by Mond where he 
became a converter skimmer. 

Olga Narduzzi who was born in 1911 in San Daniele del 
Fruili came to Fort Erie in Southern Ontario in 1934. Ten 
years later Attilio and Olga were married. The Floreanis had 


‘Seated left to right; Dolores, Olga Floreant. Standing Remo, Ato 
Floreani 
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two children Remo Michael and Dolores Pauline (Mrs. P. 
Goggins), who is the mother of two children. Attilio and 
Olga received their grade school education in their respective 
home towns. Remo attended Our Lady of Mercy School in 
Coniston, St. Charles College and Laurentian University 
Remo now teaches at St. Charles and is also Moderator of 
the Student's Couneil. Dolores attended Our Lady of Mercy, 
Marymount College and the University of Waterloo and is 
now a teacher in Windsor, The family churches were Our 
Lady of Mercy and later on St. Paul the Apostle. 

Tune 20, 1952 is a special day in the memory of the 
Floreani family and in the religious life of the town. On that 
day the statue of the Pilgrim Virgin of Fatima was carried 
in procession from Our lady of Mercy Church to an outdoor 
altar erected on Caruso Street and Attilio was one of the 
four men selected for the singular honour of being one of 
the bearers of the statue. 

Attilio passed away in 1972. 


FLOREANI, Silvio 

Silvio Floreani, a young man 22 years of age, set sail for 
‘Canada in 1923 and arrived in Coniston from Rive D'Arcano 
in Italy. He promptly went to work for Mond Nickel as a 
matte barreler. Two years later Teresa Clara, who was born 
in 1907, left the same town with her parents and came to 
settle in Sudbury. Love soon found a way and Silvio and 
Teresa were married in 1928. They made their home in 
Coniston where they built a new home in 1933 











Silvio and Teresa Floreani 


Three children were born to them. Fabio married Ollie 
Macoritto and they have three children. Enso and Doris 
Kainola are married with four children, while Liana and 
Richard Rivard’s marriage is blessed with three children 
Fabio is a Safety Engineer with Inco and Enso is a Sales 
Representative. Liana is a Registered Nurse and homemaker. 
Al three were educated at Our Lady of Mercy Separate 
school and the Coniston Continuation school. Liana also 
attended St. Elizabeth School of Nursing and Laurentian 
University, The family members were parishioners at Our 
Lady of Merey Church and later at St. Paul The Apostle. 
Silvio was one of the founders of Club Allegri and a 
member of the first Executive. Fabio has also served on the 
Executive at Club Allegri. When religious parades were 
popular in Father Bruneau’s days, Silvio was design engineer 
‘and consultant in charge of street decorating along the route. 





Retiring in 1966 Silvio pursued his hobbies of gardening and 
raising canaries, excelling in both endeavours. He passed 
away suddenly one Sunday morning in 1969, having just 
centered his home on his return from Mass. Teresa is still 
the custodian of the family home. 


FORESTELL, Daniel 

Daniel Foresteel was born in Springbrook, Hastings 
County, Ontario, and came to Coniston in 1915. He started 
to work in the smelter. He was a skimmer for about three 
years and transferred to the Transportation Department as 
a brakeman, He went up the ladder of promotions, first as 
conductor and later serving as a spare yard master, an 
assistant yard master and then a yard master. 

His wife, Lena Smith, was born in Queensborough, 
Hastings County, Ontario and married Dan in Sterling, 
Ontario, in 1916. 

They had eleven children: James, Francis, Robert, Daniel, 
Michael, Thomas, Ambrose, Theresa, Patrick, Bernard and 
Patricia 








Lena and Dan Forestel. 


The Forestells led a very active life in the community. 
‘They found time for church work. Dan was involved in 
politics, and for a number of years served on the Separate 
‘School Board and Continuation School. They were a couple 
that gave a lot of themselves to their community and 
country. 

During the Second World War, a number of their sons 
served in the Armed Forces. They suffered the loss of three 
of their sons, Robert, Daniel and Thomas, serving in the 
RCAF. Ambrose died at the age of 14. 

Mrs. Forestell, a “Silver Cross Mother”, was selected to 
unveil the community cenotaph at a special ceremony on 
November 8, 1953, 

James, Francis and Bernard followed their father’s 
footsteps and worked in the nickel industry. James was a 
‘Supervisor in Coniston and Copper Cliff and remained as 
such until his retirement. Francis worked as a Power House 
Engineer in Coniston and Copper Cliff and now has retired. 
Bernard, still employed with INCO, works in the Mechanical 
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Department. Michael has left the area and now makes his 
home in Lethbridge, Alberta. Patrick lives in Tottenham, 
Ontario. Theresa became Mrs. Hewitson and lives in 
Prescott, Ontario. Patricia became a Sister in the Catholic 
Order, and has since passed away. James was a Trustee and 
Secretary of the School Board for many years and has been 
very active in the Royal Canadian Legion. 

Lena and Dan Forestel are now gone, but they are well 
represented and remembered in the Coniston community. 


FOURNIER, Elzear 

Elzear, a Quebec native, was born in 1864, and came to 
Ontario, worked in different places, and finally settled in 
Sudbury in the early 1900's. Wife Emilia Leduc, whom he 
married in Sudbury in 1911, was born in Papineauvile, 
Quebec, and came to Sudbury when she was only nine 
‘months old when her father was employed with the CPR 
construction crews. When she was eight years old the family 
moved to Pembroke and lived there until her early teens 
when she entered the Order of the Grey Nuns of the Cross 
in Ottawa. Due to poor health she left the Order but 
continued nursing at the Ottawa Maternity Hospital for 
several years. In 1910 she returned to Sudbury and nursed 
until her marriage to Elzear Fournier. 

‘They took up residence on a farm at Romford. Emilia 
acted as a midwife in the area. Elzear farmed and also 
worked at the Mond Nickel smelter in Coniston, 

‘The Fourniers had one son Albert born in 1914. 

In 1920 Elzear suffered a serious accident at the smelter 
and lost his hand. He retired from the nickel company and 
in 1945 they left their Romford farm and went to live in 
Capreol with Abe Leduc, Emilia’s brother. 

Elzear passed away in 1957, and Emilia died in 1973 

‘Their son Albert married Ellen Smith. They made their 
home in Coniston and raised a family of ten children, 
Margaret, Joan, Carolynn, Terry, Harold, Clifton, Ellard, 
Lindsay, Sydney, and Randall 

Albert was employed by INCO for many years at 
Coniston. He and his wife are both now deceased. Most of, 
their children are still in the area with the exception of Terry 
who is deceased, and Randall who makes his home in 
Kitimat, British Columbia 

Margaret, Clifton, Ellard, Lindsay and Sydney make their 
home in Coniston, 


Left to right; Abraham Leduc, Emilia Fournier (Leduc) & Elzear 
Fournier. 
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FRANCHETTO, Frank 

A colourful carpenter shop foreman with a keen sense 
of humour is how friends described Jiacomo (Frank) 
Franchetto on his retirement in 1947. 

Born in Italy in 1882, he became a wagon maker by trade 
and in 1906 he arrived in Canada to work in the roast yard 
in Copper Cliff. He then joined a construction company who 
erected the power plant at Wabageshik Falls in 1909, and 
from there he went to the Canadian Exploration Co., at 
Long Lake Gold Mine. 

In 1911 Frank decided that a vacation was in order and 
he returned to his homeland where he married Vincenza 
Pavanotto the same year, 





Frank and Vincenza Francheto. 


In 1913 Frank returned to Copper Cliff with his wife and 
he was employed by Anderson & Angus on construction 
It was here that a son, Luigi, was born. In 1914 Frank moved 
to Coniston and the Mond Nickel Co., where he began work 
as a carpenter in a shop where he has later destined to 
become foreman. Conditions in the new townsite were 
difficult; for instance, the nearest potable water was at a 
well almost half a mile away. 

Five children were born here: Theresa (Mrs. Maristo 
Battistuzzi) who is a widow and resides in Coniston; Mary 
who is now a retired clerk also lives here; Angelo, employed 
by Inco, married Vilia Battistuzzi; Marina (Mrs. Dan 
Totino) who is a widow and Antoinette, employed as a clerk, 
both of whom live in Coniston, 

Coniston Separate School and the Continuation School 
‘were the seats of learning for the children. Luigi isa chemical 
engineer who graduated from the University of Toronto and 
lives in Peterborough. All were parishioners of Our Lady 
of Mercy and St. Paul the Apostle churches. 

Frank died in 1949 and. Vincenza passed away 20 years 
later. Angelo died in 1975, 


GAGNON, Harold 

Harold Gagnon was born in Chapeau, Quebec. As a 
young lad he worked on a farm, in alumber camp, and for 
‘a wholesale house in North Bay before he came to Coniston 
in 1923. He got a job through Larry Curly who was a 
foreman of the transportation department. 

In 1929, Harold married Agathe Kirwan from Haileybury 























Left 10 right; Shirley, Harold, Arlene, Carl, Agatha, Gerald 
Gagnon, Blain is seated on the floor. 


They settled in Coniston and raised a family of six children; 
Gerald, Shirley, Carl, Harley, Blain and Arlen: 

In 1933, Harold decided that he would change jobs and 
try his hand at working at the smelter. He remained there 
for many years in the converter department, eventually 
becoming a foreman. He retired in 1962 on ‘a disability 
pension. 

His children were born and raised in Coniston and a 
number of them still reside in the area. Gerald, a bachelor, 
works in the mechanical department at INCO. Shirley is now 
Mrs. Ernest Barbe. Carl married a Coniston girl, Roberta 
Parker. They all live in Coniston, Harley married Monica 
Cleaver and now resides in Winnipeg. Blain married Carol 
Barrett and is manager of Gulf Restaurants, and now resides 
in King City. Arlene is Mrs. Ken Bellamy, her husband a 
newspaperman, and they live in Milton. 

Harold passed away in 1963 and Agathe in 1974. They 
have left behind a number of grandchildren. 





GAUTHIER, Joseph 

From the shores of the Gulf of St. Lawrence in the Gaspé 
Penninsula from the small town of Ste. Félicité Quebec came 
young Joseph Gauthier with his wife Malvina Gagné and 
five children, Vietoria, Ida, Leo, Helen and Emile. A lumber 
and sawmill worker Joseph was in search of a better paying. 
job with which to raise his young family. He heard of a plant 
under construction at Coniston and headed for Ontario. In 
1912 he hired on with the construction crews putting his 
lumber experience to work in preparing timber for the new 
smelter and cutting wood in the surrounding thick bush at 
$1.00 a cord to feed the open bed roast yard that prepared 
the ore for the smelting process. Later after the plant was 
in operation he joined the transportation department of 
Mond Nickel and for many years was a conductor in the 
plant system. 

“Malvina his wife who he married in Ste. Sayabée, Quebec 
gave him five more sons and daughters after they settled in 
Coniston, Lauretta, Joe, Fred and the twins Audrey and 
Lucy. Joseph played an active role in the community affairs 
and for a time served as a councillor on the Neelon and 
Garson Township council. À number of the Gauthier family 
remained in the area while others sought careers in other 
places. Victoria, a nurse located in Detroit, Ida married Don 





Gaudette and settled in Falconbridge, Leo spent most of his 
time in Coniston, Helen went to Windsor, Emile, after a 
time working in Falconbridge took off to explore other parts 
of Canada. Joe Jr. spent his days in Coniston, most of it 
as a town employee and so did Freddy for awhile until he 
fended up in Copper Cliff where he still resides after retiring 
from the line crew. The twins, Audrey and Lucy made their 
home in Coniston, Audrey married Batista Comin and now 
makes her summer home on the French River and her winters 
elsewhere, but still keeps a watchful eye on Coniston, and 
her daughter Gloria Henderson. Lucy married Joseph 
‘Tremblay, a former town employee and still resides in Old 
Coniston, the area that her dad first settled in. 


Front left to right; Fred, Joe. 
Back left to right; Emile & Leo 
Gauthier 





‘Malvina and Joseph Gauthier 


GAUTHIER, Leo 

Leo, the eldest son of Joseph remained in Coniston and 
married Albina Barbe and raised a sizeable family, many 
of whom remained in the area. He recalled the first days 
‘of school when he came to Coniston, the fall of 1912, where 
the school was a small log house somewhere around Third 


Front row left 10 right; Diane Houle, Louise Savoy, Nicole 
Simonson. 2nd row let to right; Albina Gauthier, Vie Gauthier, 
Michelle Gauthier, Don Gauthier, Leo Gauthier. 3rd row left 10 
right; Annette Rivet, Jeannette Harpiak, Gert Gaudette, Colombe 
Duhaime. 
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Ave. Leo remembers when and how he got his first job at 
the age of 16, from Larry Curley, a transportation foreman. 
It seems that he was a friend of Curley's son for a number 
of years before the young lad passed away. That friendship 
carned Leo a job with the older Curley. On July 24, 1922, 
Leo set out across the bush from Old Coniston to the plant 
for the interview and after being hired decided to walk back 
by the way through the new company part of the town so 
as to celebrate his good fortune. When he reached the C.P.R. 
‘Station, he was confronted by young Tommy Simms who 
said, “Did you see the excitement?”, “What excitement?” 
asked Leo, ‘The robbery”, he said, “the paymasters were 
help up on their way to the plant with the payroll just a short 
time before you came down the walk.” 

MacDonald and Harry Stevenson carrying the payroll 
were stopped by two masked men with loaded pistols and 
were ordered to drop the money and raise their hands which 
they did, however MacDonald only raised one hand since 
his other arm was artificial thus earning them a warning shot 
with Stevenson screaming that MacDonald only had one 
hand. What the bandits did not know was that MacDonald 
Had let one payroll bag slip into the grass from under his 
artificial arm, The story was that the bandits took off with 
‘only the silver and the bills some $3,000. (ones and twos), 
while the bag with the large bills some $30,000. lay in the 
grass undetected, 

Leo was very active in the community having served on 
the town council for a number of years and was a steward 
and executive board member of Local 598 Mine Mill for 
some time. 

Of Leo’s and Albina’s ten children, Colombe Duhaime 
is in Wahnapitae, Annette Rivet and Gert in Sudbury, Victor 
in Wahnapitae, Leo Jr. (Don) in Toronto, Jeannette 
Harpiak in Saskatchewan, Louise Savoie in Utah, Dianne 
Houle in West Arm, Michelle Patterson in Toronto and 
Nicole Symonsen also. Leo still found time to hunt, fish and 
serve many years on the town council and of late be an ac 
tive member of the Lions organization. 








GAUTHIER, Roch 

Roch Gauthier and his wife Elmire Carriere were both 
born in Embrun, Ontario. After their marriage they lived 
in several places in Ontario and Quebec, finally coming to 
St. Charles. There were 13 children born to the Gauthier. 
‘Two of them died at an early age. Those that lived were 
Hector, Louise; Fabianna, Rose, Fabien, Ferrier, Auguste, 
Stan, Laura, Cecile and Laurette, Fight of the eleven 
‘mentioned lived in Coniston at one time or another. 

Roch and his family moved to Coniston in 1924. They 
operated a gas station and confectionery store on East Street 
until 1940. 

Their son Hector, who was married to Jeanne Duhamel, 
lived on Fourth Avenue and worked in the smelter for many 
years. 

Louise, who was married to Arthur Laforge, lived on 
Romford Road. 

Fabien, who married Gabrielle Paquette, also worked for 
the company, and they retired to St. Charles. His son, Stan 
Gauthier, was well known in the early days in Coniston. He 
married Alice St. Pierre, From 1933 to 1944 Stan was working 
for the Nickel Belt Coach Lines in Sudbury and drove the 
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small bus between Coniston and Sudbury for many, many 
years. Within that period, from 1938 to 1942, Stan and his 
wife Alice, with the help of their uncle, Leonidas (John) 
Berry, operated a gas station and confectionery store across 
the street from where his father used to carry on the same 
type of business on East Street in Old Coniston. Stan sold 
his share in 1972 to Oscar and Rose-Alma Berry and moved 
to Azilda and has made his home there ever since. He is now 
retired and spends his time between his summer home in 
Azilda and his winter home in Florida, 

Laura, the daughter who became Mrs. Henri Lagrandeur, 
also lived in Coniston but married a St. Charles lad and 
moved back to that town. 

Cecile became Mrs. Joe Jocondo, a well known name in 
Coniston. Joe worked at INCO in the Transportation 
Department for many yeats and passed away in 1963 at a 
comparatively young age. The Jocondos had one son Gary 
who now resides in Toronto. Cecile now makes her home 
in Sudbury. 

Laurette also married a Coniston boy, Thomas Gauvreau, 
whose family lived on Romford Road for many years. They 
raised a family of three and now reside in Sudbury 

‘Roch Gauthier died in 1947 at the age of 72 and his wife 
Elmire died in 1952 at the age of 73. Four of their children, 
Stan, Laura, Cecile and Laurette are still living, 


GAUVREAU, Delphis 

Delphis Gauvreau was born on a farm in the Bonfield area 
near North Bay in 1896. In 1917, Lucy Guertin, who came 
from Chiswick, also of the North Bay area, became his wife. 

After a short period in Espanola, and serving his country 
in World War I, the couple settled in Romford in 1924 where 
he worked for the CPR. In 1926 he accepted employment 
with the Mond Nickel Company. 


Delphis Gauvreau family's Golden Anniversary in 1967. Front row 
left to right; Therese (Mrs. J. Lebreton), Anita (Mrs. R. Guilbeaul), 
Delphis, Lucy, Aurore (Mrs. C. Pellizzr), Irene (Mrs. R. 
‘Lampmian. Back left to right Patrick, Albert, Hector, Tom, Oscar, 
Leo & Jim. 





Phil worked in Coniston and Copper Cliff for thirty years 
and took an early service pension in April 1959. 

In 1967 the couple celebrated their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary at Club Allegri. This was attended by many 
friends and relatives from Ontario and Quebec. 








Phil and Lucy had eleven children, These were Irene (Mrs. 
Lampman), Tom, Albert, Oscar of Sudbury, Aurore (Mrs. 
Pellizarri), Hector, Leo and Patrick of Coniston, Anita 
(Mrs. Gilbeault), Therese (Mrs. Lebreton), and Jim. 

Mrs. Gauvreau passed away in 1972. Oscar is a Sudbury 
businessman and owns Gauvreau Heating Ltd. Albert and 
his wife started what is now known as the Gauvreau School 
of Performing Arts, which has gained some prominence in 
Sudbury and area. 


GEOFFREY, Edward 

Edward Geoffrey was born in Joliette, Quebec, in 1875 
but grew up in Pembroke. He was the son of a CPR 
construction worker. When he was thirteen he got a job 
driving a delivery wagon for the express company with a 
horse by the name of Fred. Later he became a freight checker 
at the CPR. He moved to North Bay in 1903. 

The wilds of the northern woods called, so he started 
driving dogs for McDougall Chutes, now Madison. With 
his dog team he would mush through the bush to Low Bush 
River and Squaw Point on Abitibi Lake, with mail and 
supplies. After a rest he would start again for a trip west 
to Metagami River with mail and supplies for the engineers 
in charge of building the Transcontinental railway, He had 
six dogs and they'd make about 40 miles in two or two and 
a half days. The bush was heavy and the trail was usually 
very clean, so he never had any trouble in bad weather. In 
summer he made his trips by canoe. It was a great life, and 
he was sorry when the construction work neared completion 
and his job petered out. In 1909 he headed for Victoria Mine 
and landed a job as a scaleman. 

In 1894 he married Mary Fitzgerald in Pembroke. They 
had four children; Gerald, who was a general foreman at 
Coniston, Ben, who was à master mechanic for Canadian 
Industries Limited in charge of building the Copper Cliff 
acid plant; Dorothy who was married to Sid Smith of 
Coniston; and Ellie who married J. Fleming of 
Falconbridge. 

Edward became a furnace foreman, a position which he 
held until his retirement. 

‘After retirement the Geoffreys moved to Sudbury. Edward 
died in 1945. His wife Mary returned to Coniston to live 
with her daughter Dorothy on Bancroft Drive, where she 
remained until her death in 195$. 








GEOFFREY, Gerald Sr. 

Gerald Geoffrey was born in Pembroke in 1902. In 1909 
he moved with his parents to Victoria Mine and later to 
Coniston in 1913. 

In 1917 he went to work for the Mond Nickel Company. 

In 1926 he married Frances Comerford, daughter of Tim 
Comerford, born and raised in Victoria Mine. She moved 
to Coniston in 1913 where she attended Separate School, 
going on to St. Joseph's Academy in Pembroke, graduating 
with honours in 1921. On her return to Coniston, she spent 
several years working in the Bank of Commerce. 

In 1926 Gerald and Frances lived on the Old Romford 
Road before moving to Concession Street into the house now 





Gerald Geoffrey and Frances Comerford Wedding. Left 10 righ; 
E.B. Geoffrey, Alice & Dan Comerford, Myrile Comerford, Alice 
Comerford, Gerald Geoffrey, Harley Comerford, Frances 
Geoffrey, Tim Comerford, Maude (Bray) Geoffrey, Mary 
Geoffrey, Ben Geoffrey 









owned by Gilles and Deborah LaCarte. Deborah is a 
granddaughter. 

Gerald rose in the ranks from foreman to general foreman 
and, as was customary, lived on First Avenue, residing there 
for 32 years until his retirement in 1961. After retirement 
they moved to Long Lake and later to Sudbury. Gerald died 
in 1966 and Frances in 1982. 

Gerald and Frances had five children: Geraldine who 
married John Gillies and lives in Kitchener; Edward Timothy 
married to Jacqueline Potvin, lives in Sudbury, and has 4 
sons; Mary married to Ray Lang, lives in Sudbury and has 
3 children; Gerald Jr. married to Carmen Modesto, lives 
in Coniston, and has two children; and Carole, a school 
teacher, married to Gary Larrett, lives in Skead and has three 

ns. 


GENTILE Family 
fone were to select a character least likely to be forgotten 
in the early days of Coniston the name Alberico (Sperry) 
Gentile would rate at the top of the list. Born in Italy in 
1886 he arrived in Canada in 1901 at 15 years of age, He 
began working in Parry Sound, went from there to Depot 
Harbour and then to Mond Nickel at Victoria Mine. 


Front left to right: Guerino, Concetta, Santina & Annie. Back row 
left to right; Virginia, Alberio, Yolanda, Michelina Gentil 
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In the intervening years he was befriended by Paul 
Falzetta and Bruno Giocondo who had already settled in 
Coniston. Together they convinced Sperry 10 move to 
Coniston and in 1911 he did just that. 

Concetta Sebastiano arrived here from Italy in 1912 and 
she and Sperry were married. Anne, the eldest (Mrs. Olindo 
Riccio), Yolanda (Mrs. Vie Baggio), and Virginia (Mrs. Alex 
Rivard) were born to this couple before Concetta passed 
away in 1917, 

During this time and for many years to come, Sperry was 
the delivery agent for Silver Foam Breweries. In 1919 the 
‘enterprising young man opened an ice cream parlour at what 
is now 7 Caruso Street. In this same year Sperry remarried 
and he and his wife Michelina raised five more children. 
Concetta (Mrs. Guido Gobbo), Guerino (married to Francis 
Rotunda), Santina (Mrs. Romeo Laframboise), Vera (Mrs. 








Suting Lillian; Standing Vera. 


In 1927 Sperry expanded into the coal and wood business. 
Itis probably safe to say that the majority of males presently. 
between fifty and sixty years of age, who grew up in 
Coniston, worked for Sperry at one time or another either 
delivering coal and wood with horse drawn buggies or 
sleighs, piling wood or helping him deliver beer and five 
gallon tin cans for home brew. 

In the mid twenties Sperry sported a stylish Gray Dort 
car and his two faithful horses, Barney and Doc were 
relieved when the business became partly mobile with the 
acquisition of a new Fargo truck a few years later. 

In 1936 Guerino inherited the coal and wood business 
from his Dad. In 1953 Alberico passed away followed by 
Michelina, a woman with a heart of gold, in 1976. 

In 1954 when oil and gas had comered the home heating 
‘market Guerino gave up the business and was employed by 
Inco in the Coniston smelter and later at Matte Processing 
in Copper Cliff, where he stayed until his death in 1978. 


GERVAIS, Léon 

Léon was born on a farm near Warren in 1896 and started 
working in bush camps and river drives at a very early age 
in the Chapleau area. His father had been on river drives 
for 28 years before him, 

Prior to settling in Coniston and working for INCO in 
1930, he spent several years on construction work, mostly 
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Seated lef to right; Anna & Leon. Second row left to right; Hector, 
‘Armond & Paul. Third row left 10 righ; Isabelle (Mrs. Ray 
‘Ladurante), Desneiges (Mrs. Alcid Morin), Marie Rose (Mrs. Leo 
Cousineau) 









in the Rouyn area. Practically all of his service with INCO 
was in the carpentry shop. 

In 1921 he married Anna Martin. The Martins lived many 
years on Allan Street (Romford Road). 

Léon was well known for his proficiency in carpentry and 
donated many hours of work to the Parish of Notre Dame 
de la Merci of which he and Anna were faithful members 

many years. 

Léon retired in 1957. Summers were spent at the Stinson 
cottage on the Wahnapitae River where they enjoyed fishing 
and hunting, 

‘The family consisted of sons Hector, Paul and Armand 
‘of Coniston, Desneiges (Mrs. Alcide Morin), Isobel (Mrs. Ray 
Ladurante), and Marie-Rose (Mrs. Leo Cousineau). Son 
Paul followed in his father’s footsteps and is also quite an 
able carpenter. Armand presently resides in his parents’ 
former home on Edward Street. 








GERVAIS, Moise 
Moise Gervais was a native of Warren, Ontario. His wife 
Blanche came from Sazabec, Quebec. Moise came to 
Coniston in 1923 and was employed at the Coniston smelter 
He and Blanche were married in Coniston’s Notre Dame 
de la Merci Church, and they raised a family of three, 
Girard, Simone and’ Annette. 











Blanche and Moise 





Girard followed his father into the nickel industry. He 
settled in Azilda and became very active in municipal 
politics, serving as Reeve of Azilda for several years. He died 
ina tragic industrial accident in 1969. The two girls became 
teachers. Simone is now in Mattawa and Annette is in 
Sudbury. 

Moise was a crane operator in the Coniston smelter. He 
is now retired, and he and Blanche continue to live in 
Coniston, 


GIROLAMETTO Family 

Francesco Girolametto was born in 1862 in Ramon Di 
Loria in Italy and in 1913 he arrived in Coniston and went 
to work for Mond. He had four children in Italy, two of 
which, Luigi and Martino eventually came to Canada. 
Martino who was born in 1901 came to Canada in 1922 and 
Luigi who was born in 1903 came to Canada in 1926. The 
children were born in Ramon Di Loria. 

Francesco worked with Mond until he returned to Italy 
in 1929. He died there in 1932. Luigi was employed by Inco 
and returned to Italy in 1945. He passed away there in 1960, 

Martino, however, remained here and worked for Mond. 
In 1928 he returned to Italy and the next year he married 
Giovanna Bortignon, born in Romano D’Ezzelino in 1910. 
Later the same year Martino was back in Coniston with his 
wife and back to work for Inco. 

Four children were born to them here. Eli (tharried to M. 
Hergot) is a dentist living in Sudbury. Italia (Mrs. D. 
Beltrame) is a homemaker living in Sudbury. Martin 
(married to S. Della Vedova) is an assistant manager of 
Ontario Hydro and lives in Dundas, Mary (Mrs. M. 
‘Trevisanello) is a homemaker living in Coniston. 

Al the children attended Our Lady of Mercy Separate 
School. Eli and Italia also went to the Coniston 
Continuation School. Martin went to Nickel District High 
and to Business College. Mary attended Marymount and Eli 
Went to Sudbury High and graduated in Dentistry from the 
University of Toronto. Our Lady of Mercy and St. Paul the 
‘Apostle were the family churches. 

Francesco endured the hardships of the early settlers here 
and in Martino’s time the roads were unpaved and there still 
was no indoor plumbing or electricity. 

Martino worked for Inco as a skimmer until his death in 
1964. Giovanna proudly boasts 13 grandchildren, 











Front row left to right; Martin, Martin Jr. Giovanna, Back left 
to right; El, lalla. 





GOBBO, Emilio 

Emilio Gobbo and Carlotta Marcon, his wife, were both 
born in the Province of Veneto, Italy, Emilio in 1886 in 
Mogliano, and Carlotta in 1890. They were married in 1911 
and left Italy in 1912 for Canada. 

Their first son, Guido, was born in 1912 in Mogliano. 
Rose, Andrew and Ida were born in Copper Cliff. 

In April 1923 the family moved to Coniston with a cow 

id some furniture. Emilio had begun to work for Mond 
Nickel as a bricklayer. The family lived in a big house in 
Old Coniston which they rented from Joseph Modesto. In 
1925 the Gobbo family moved to a company house on Fifth 
Avenue. Noreen was born in that house, 





Front row left to right; Ida, Andrew and Carlotta, Back row left 
10 right; Rose, Emilio and Guido Gobbo. 


The children were raised and educated in Coniston, Guido 
joined his father working at the plant. Rose taught school 
for a number of years. Noreen became a nurse, married and 
lives in Lillooet, B.C. While Rose was teaching she 
organized the Girl Guides. Guido married Connie Gentile 
and then moved to Copper Cliff. Andrew worked as a 
plumber in the smelter. He married Helen Maizuk and 
continues to live in Coniston. Ida became a teacher and 
lived with Emilio and Carlotta in Sudbury. Some of their 
memories of Fifth Avenue were the cold in winter and a 
‘common sight to see your breath and frost on the walls in 
your bedroom. 

Guido and Andrew were active in sports 

Emilio retired on a disability pension in 1948 and passed 
away in 1960. Carlotta and son Guido died in 1978. 


GOBBO, Giuseppe 

Giuseppe ‘Joe’ Gobbo was born in 1886 in Volpage, Italy, 
and in 1909 he first came to Britt and then moved to Port 
Arthur. In 1911 Augusta Biasucci, a girl born in his 
hometown in 1889, came to Britt. Later that same year 
Augusta and Joe were married in Port Arthur, where a son 
Art was born to them, Art (married to E. Murray) worked 
for Inco as a mechanic and passed away in 1967. In 1916 
the family moved to Coniston where Joe hired on with 
Mond. Joe retired from Inco in 1951 as a Maintenance 
Foreman, 

In Coniston there were these additions to the family: Nora 
(Mrs. J. Rivington) a homemaker living in Sydney 
Australia. Peter (married to N. Paquette) is a retired Inco 
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Giuseppe (Joe) and Augusta Gobbo. 


‘mechanic and lives in Coniston. Geno (married to M. 
Gagnon) isa retired Maintenance Foreman and makes his 
home in Coniston, Ida (Mrs. A. Claremont) works as a clerk 
and resides in Party Sound. Carlo (married to E. Closs) was 
à yard foreman for the Town of Coniston. He passed away 
in 1977. Ritta (Mrs. J. Adario) was a homemaker living in 
Toronto until she died in 1976. Alba had health problems 
and died in 1954, Francis (married to S, Belanger) is 
Superintendent of Savage Shoes and lives in Cambridge. 

In 1934 Augusta passed away and it was not until 1941 
that Joe remarried, He married Cecile Robillard and one son, 
Andy, was born to them. Andy (married to H. Mercier) 
‘operates his own trucking business in Sudbury 

‘The children were educated in Our Lady of Mercy and 
Coniston Continuation Schools. The family Churches were 
‘Our Lady of Mercy and St. Paul the Apostle. Art Gobbo 
is well remembered for his sports activities and baseball 
‘achievements with the Coniston Buzzers in baseball's 
heyday. Geno played hockey with the Coniston Juveniles 
and Garson Seniors, Both Pete and Geno have been 
volunteer firemen for some 35 years. 

oe passed away in 1961 





GOREM, Theodore 

Fred, as he was commonly known, came to Canada in 
1902. After earning a bit of money he returned to his native 
country and made arrangements to bring his wife, Elizabeth 
Marik, and young son Michael back to Canada with him. 

He came from a small farming village called Sarafentsi 

In 1905 they arrived in Canada and settled in Victoria Mine 
where they remained until the transfer to Coniston in 1913. 








Elisabeth and Theodore Gorem. 
16 


While they were in Victoria Mine, two daughters were 
born to the Gorems, Annie, who married George Wandziak 
and still resides in Coniston, and Mary who married Dmytro 
Barabash and resides in Southern Ontario. 

Fred continued to work in the Coniston smelter in the bins 
from 1913 until his retirement in 1933. Elizabeth, his wife, 
besides looking after the children, ran a boarding house for 
single men who were working at the smelter and had no other 
place to live except with friends who happened to have a 
place for them in their homes. 

‘On July 11, 1915, Mike, their only son, at the age of 16 
joined the 76th Battalion and went overseas to fight for his 
country. Unfortunately, he was killed in action a year later. 
The family received the ‘Silver Cross” 

Elizabeth passed away in 1944, and Fred in 1949. 








GOSSELIN, Aime 

Aime Gosselin grew up on a farm in St. Charles, and in 
1928 decided to move to Coniston. He went 10 work for the 
Mond Nickel Company where he remained with the 
successor company, INCO, for 40 years. 

‘Aime married a St, Charles girl, Laurette Lemieux, and 
they settled and raised a family of five, all educated in 
Coniston and three of them sul living here, 


Front row left 10 right; Claudette, Patrica, Cecile & Loraine. Back 
row left to right; Fernand, Aime & Laurette Gosselin. 





Lorraine is the wife of Hector Barbe, Cecile is married 
to Bernard Forestell. Both husbands work in the mechanical 
department at INCO, Patricia married Jim Evershed, also 
‘a native of Coniston, who worked as a plateworker for a 
‘number of years. They now live in North Bay and operate 
their own business. Fernand, the only son, settled in Toledo, 
Ohio. He married a Sudbury girl, Aline Marlo, and works 
for a railway company. Claudette married Marcel Trepanier, 
a Coniston boy, and they reside in Brampton. Claudette 
works for the Board of Education and Marcel for Ontario 
Hydro. Marcel’s ambition each year is to bring down an old 
timer's hockey team to try to beat Coniston. 

‘Aime retired in 1969 and remained in Coniston. His wife 
Laurette passed away in 1981. 

‘Aime remains active and enjoys his grandchildren. 






GOSSELIN, Elizée 

Flizée Gosselin was born in Ste. Marguerite in the 
Province of Quebec. His wife, Oliva Rainville, was born in 
Perkins Mills, Ste. Rose de Lima. They settled in the St. 
Charles Warren area in the early 1900's. In 1916 Elizée came 
to Coniston and was employed by the Mond Nickel 
Company 


Left to right; children Lydia, Maria & Exist. Oliva and El 
Gosselin, 


‘The Gosselins raised a family of eight, Lydia, Maria, 
Jeanne D'Arc, Exist, Doularése, Rita, Leonard and 
‘Cleophas, They were educated in Our Lady of Mercy School 
and were members of Our Lady of Mercy Parish. 

Elizée worked his way up to the position of foreman, and 
passed away in 1935. His wife Oliva died in 1956. 

Three of the Gosselin children are still living in the area, 
Exist is a hotel manager and lives in Sudbury, Cleophas 
Garson miner, living in Wahnapitae, and Rita is now Mrs. 
Doré and lives in Coniston. 





GOSSELIN, Joseph 

Joseph Gosselin was born in St. Germaine, Quebec in 
1902. His wife, Yvonne St. Pierre, was born in Woonsocket, 
Rhode Island, and moved to St. Charles in 1915. Joseph 
and Yvonne met in St. Charles and were married in 1928. 

‘That same year they moved to Coniston where Joe took 
up employment with the Mond Nickel Company where he 
worked until his death in 1957. 

Their residence was on Romford Road, now known as 
Allan Street, where Mrs. Gosselin still resides. 

Mrs. Gosselin recalls how they had to carry their drinking 
water from Caruso Street and laundry water from the nearby 
creek, She also remembers the annual spring flooding, when 
the water was three feet high around the house. 

“Joe and Yvonne were blessed with eight children; Remi, 
Rolland, Lucille (Mrs. Lantelgne), Gabriel (deceased); 
Carmelle (Mrs. Haggart), Robert, Alice (Mrs. Shaw) and 
Hubert 

‘Mrs. Gosselin was an active member of the Notre Dame 
de la Merci Church and Dames de Ste. Anne, to which she 
generously devoted much of her time. 

Remi and Hubert are well known businessmen, 
specializing in carpet and tile installation. 















Front row left to right; Robert, Lucille, Alice, Carmel & Huber 
‘Back row left 0 right; Gabriel, Joseph, Yvonne, Roland & Rémi 
Gosselin 





Hubert, and Gabriel when he was living, were very active 
in community sports activities. Hubert is an active promoter 
(of blooperball and is one of the people who helped to build 
up the new field for that sport 





GRANDE, Attilio 

AAttlio Grande was born in the town of Catanzaro in the 
Province of Calabria, Italy. He came to Canada in 1908 and 
settled in the Montreal area. In 1919 he was working at the 
Worthington Mine, and when the mine caved in he went 10 
work in Garson. In 1923 he married Clara Caberlin who was 
born in Godigo in the Province of Traviso, Italy. She was 
then living with her parents in Coniston. 

There were two children in the Grande family, Antoinette 
who was born in Coniston and Frank born in Garson 


| 


Front row left to right 

Antoinette and Frank. 
Back row left to right: 
Clara and Attilio. 


The family had moved to Garson in 1928 but returned 
to Coniston in 1934, Attilio continued to work in the Garson 
‘Mine. In 1944 the Grandes once again moved from Coniston 
to Garson 

‘Attilio passed away in 1950. In 1945, their daughter 
Antoinette married a Coniston boy, Albert Martin, and 
returned to live in Coniston until 1962. 

Clara Grande passed away in 1979. Her daughter 
Antoinette presently resides in Sudbury and son Frank lives 
in Garson. 
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GRAVELLE, Antoine 

Antoine Gravelle and his wife Marguerite Robillard were 
two of the early pioneers in this area. 

He was experienced in the use of dynamite, and came to 
Coniston from the west where he worked on construction 
of the Crow’s Nest Pass. Antoine’s blasting experience was 
put to good use when he got the job blasting the cuts on 
the CPR Toronto branch. 

‘After the railway job, he went into lumbering and was 
one of the suppliers of logs to the Laberge Lumber 
Company. 

The Gravelles did not have any children of their own 50 
they adopted a boy and a girl, Lawrence and Laura 
Lajeunesse. 






































“Aurore and Lawrence Lajeuness, 


Lawrence, their adopted son, is well known in the 
Coniston area. He has lived in Coniston all his life, worked 
with the CPR and INCO for 35 years. 

Lawrence married Aurore Tailfer and they raised a family 
of four, Hilda, Stanley, Bill and Murray. 

Lawrence has some great memories of Coniston: 58 below 
zero, driving an open sled, the old log school house with 
teacher Mrs. Corrigan, and fishing in Daisy Lake with Oscar 
Paradis. 

Lawrence was involved in an accident in 1951 when a bus 
hit a train. He sustained serious injuries but has recuperated. 
He still ives in the Gravelle house where he was first adopted 
and raised, and is enjoying his pension. 








GRIMARD, Hormidas 

Hormidas Grimard, a native of Sudbury, and his wife 
Alexina Quesnel who was born in Mattawa were married 
in Coniston in 1926, The Grimards raised a family of three, 
Henry, Leonard and Rita. 

The children attended schools in both Falconbridge and 
Coniston, 
Henry and Leonard both went to work in the nickel 
dustry. Rita is married and is now Mrs. Aime Martin, She 
still resides in Coniston. Henry was a safety foreman at 
INCO and is now retired. He and his wife Ethel make their 
home in town, Leonard works in the maintenance 
department in Falconbridge. 

Hormidas was a shift foreman in Falconbridge until his 
death in 1952. Alexina still lives in Coniston. 
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Left to right; Hormidas (Harry) and Alexina Grimard, ?, Joe 
Grima 





HADDON, Walter 

Walter was nine years old when he arrived in Victoria 
Mine with his mother and his sister Elsie. They had come 
from Nottingham, England. Shortly after their arrival, Mrs, 
Haddon died. Walter and Elsie were sheltered by George 
and Nellie Brunt. 

Everyone moved to Coniston with the closing of Vietoria 
Mine. Walter also stayed with his aunt, Mrs. Spencer. In 
time he went to work at the smelter. His sister Elsie became 
Mrs. Bell and moved to Montreal where she lived until her 
death in 1980. 

Walter married Nell Duncan in 1939. Nell was the widow 
of Bert Duncan. She was formerly a McArtle and came to 
Canada in 1929 from Glasgow, Scotland with her married 
sister and brother-in-law Bill McKee. The McKees also 
settled in Coniston, 

The Haddons had one daughter who was born in Coniston 
in 1941. They named her Anne. 





Walter had a very difficult time in his boyhood days, being 
‘twice orphaned. 

Walter and Nell were very active in community affairs 
Their house and lot on Edward Street was dominated by 
a big black bald rock on the west side but had attractive 
flower borders that with Nell’s inspiration and loving care 
bloomed with peonies and hydrangeas. 

Walter passed away in 1977 and Nell in 1975. Anne 
allowed Etta Cresswell o take roots for church borders and 
in this way the blossoms of Walter and Nell continue to 
bloom and adorn All Saints Anglican Church. 





HALL, Oliver 

Oliver Hall was born in Blenheim Township in Oxford 
County in 1879. He attended Woodstock Collegiate and 
MeGill University where he graduated as a mining engineer. 
After graduation he spent some time in mining camps in 
‘Western Canada and then joined his friend, John F. Robert- 
son, also a graduate of McGill, at Victoria Mine in 1905 
as Mines Superintendent. His wife Ann Richmond was also 
born in Blenheim Township in 1883, was educated in that 
area, attended Teachers College in Stratford, and then 
taught school in several rural areas in Oxford County. Oliver 
and Ann married in 1911 and made their home in Viet 
Mine, 

Gordon, the first of their three sons, was born in Victoria 
Mine in 1913 shortly before the family moved to Coniston, 
He attended Coniston Public and Continuation School, 
Sudbury High School, Upper Canada College and the 
University of Toronto where he graduated in medicine. He 
now lives and practices in Woodstock, Ontario. 














Oliver and Annie Hall 


Son Jim was born in Coniston in 1916, attended Coniston 
schools, went to Pickering College, then on to McGill 
University, graduating as an engineer. He was killed flying 
over the North Channel during World War II while serving 
in the RCAF, 

Son John was born in Coniston in 1920, attended schools 
in Coniston, Copper Cliff and Noranda, and went to McGill 
University where he graduated as a mining engineer. He is 
now employed with Noranda Mines Limited as Sr. Vice 
President and makes his home in Don Mills. 


In 1913 the family moved to Coniston when the new 
smelter went into operation and the Canadian general of. 
fice of Mond Nickel Company was located there. Oliver was 
then the Chief Mining Superintendent for the Mond Nickel 
operation. 

In 1929, when Mond and Inco merged, Oliver and his 
family were transferred to Copper Cliff where they remained 
until 1931 when he resigned his position with Inco and was 
engaged by Noranda mines. He had an illustrious career with 
Noranda, starting off as Assistant Manager and ending up 
as a Director of the Company. He retired in 1947, and the 
Halls then made their home in Toronto. Oliver passed away 
in 1954 and his wife Ann in 1972. 





HALVERSON, Andrew 

Andy Halverson was born at Wolf Lake in the Province 
of Quebec. 

In 1913 he married a home town girl, Rosalie Jolicoeur. 
‘They had seven children: Andy, Dick, George, Joe, Earl, 
Margaret and Helen. 

‘Andy came to Ontario and worked for the George Gordon 
Lumber Company at Cache Bay in 1916. He then came to 
work for the Mond Nickel Company. 

He started to work in the furnaces, but two months later 
he was transferred to the transportation department where 
he remained for 37 years until his retirement. He was a 
‘conductor for about twelve years and a yard master for over 


twenty years. 


Front row left to right; Olious, Andrew, Joe, Rosalie & Andrew Jr 
‘Back row left to right; George, Margarei, Helen & Earl Halverson. 





The Halversons were very active in the community. Andy 
served on the Coniston Town Council for some 15 years. 

‘The children were educated in Coniston. Some of them 
still reside here or in the surrounding areas, 

Andy Jr., Dick, George and Joe stil live in Coniston. Earl 
is in Toronto, Margaret is now Mrs, Doherty, and Helen 
is Mrs. Donnelly of Toronto. 

George served with the RCAF overseas in World War I 
and was a prisoner of war in Germany for 22 months. He 
worked for INCO both as a tradesman and supervisor. He 
was a foreman in the Coniston Plate Shop, and is now 
retired. 

Andy Jr., Olious or “Dick” as he was called, and Joe 
still work in the industry. The boys were very active in sports. 
Andy Jr. was a good ballplayer, and Olious played 
goalkeeper in a hockey league in Europe. Olious followed 
his father’s footsteps and served nine years on the Coniston 
Town Council 

‘When the Halversons retired they went back to Wolf Lake 
and converted a summer home into a permanent residence. 
Andy is now deceased, but Mrs. Halverson still makes 
periodic visits to Coniston, 





HAYDUK, John 

John Hayduk was a native of the village of Chlopiwka, 
which is now part of the Ukraine. He married Anna 
Yarenchuk from a neighbouring village called Wysla. John 
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Annie, John, Walter, Helena Hayduk. 


and Anna farmed for a few years. Two children were born 
to them, Helena and Walter. 

À farmers life in those days was not 100 productive, so 
he decided he would join a number of his countrymen who 
had left for Canada in search of employment and a better 
life. John came to Canada in 1927, settled in Coniston, and 
went to work for the Mond Nickel Company, leaving. his 
wife and children behind, hoping that in a year or so he 
would have earned enough money to be able to bring them 
to this country. However, the depression set in and John, 
like many others, was laid off and searched for work to no 
avail. He spent some time on his uncle’s farm in Blezard 
Valley and finally, when things picked up again, went back 
to work in Coniston where he was employed as a converter 
puncher. By 1935 he was able to put together a few dollars 
Lo send for his wife and children, who arrived here in March 
of 19: 

During the next number of years John concerned himself 
‘with working atthe plant and providing a home for his newly 
arrived family. Their children were 9 and 7 years old when 
they came to this country. They commenced their education 
at Our Lady of Mercy School. 

In the middle 1940°s, when cutbacks were occurring in 
the Coniston smelter, John was transferred to Copper Cliff 
as a converter-puncher and finally decided that he would 
remain at that plant instead of transferring back and forth. 
With that came the decision to move to Sudbury, which they 
did in 1945, to be closer to his place of employment. 

‘Their daughter Helena married Joseph Solski, an 
clectrician at the Coniston smelter, and has made her home 
in Coniston. 

‘Walter followed his father into the nickel industry, is now 
‘a garage mechanic leader at the Copper Cliff North Mine, 
and is also Deputy Fire Chief for the volunteer fire brigade 
at Lively, where he made his home. 

John retired on a disability pension and passed away at 
the age of 65 in 1966. Anna died in 1972 at the age of 71 

Helena still makes her home in Coniston, and two of her 
daughters also live in this town, while one is in Sarnia and 
another one in Copper Cliff. 


166 

















HICKEY, William 

William Hickey and his wife, Florence, natives of North 
Onslow, Quebec, came to Coniston in 1926 from Quyon, 
Quebec. William went to work for the Mond Nickel 
Company. 

‘There were six children in the Hickey family: Gervase 
James and Ignatius, who were born in Quyon; Clement, 
‘Joseph and Bernadette born in Coniston. 

‘William worked in the smelter for a number of years, and 
later transferred to the Frood warehouse. Three of the sons 
were employed in the nickel industry. Gervase was a welder 
With INCO in the Frood complex, Ignatius was a laboratory 
technician in Copper Cliff, and both he and Gervase are now 
retired. Joseph is a stationery department supervisor in 
Copper Cliff. Clement works for the Post Office 
Department in Sudbury and Bernadette, a Registered Nurse, 
is now Mrs. Eaton and she resides in Sudbury. James went 
into the priesthood and is now Father James Hickey, 
presently assigned 10 North Bay 

‘The Hickeys eventually left Coniston and moved to 
Sudbury. William passed away a number of years ago. 
Florence is still ving, is 90 years old, and stays with her 
daughter Bernadette. 





HINDS, Erol James 

Erol James Hinds and his wife Margaret Jane came to 
Coniston in 1925. Dr. Hinds was a dentist and an ardent 
sportsman. A native of Manitoulin Island, he graduated 
from the Royal College of Dental Surgeons at University 
of Toronto and then entered the Canadian Army Dental 
Corps in 1916 

‘At the end of the war, he returned to university and 
completed his degree. He received his diploma from the 
Dental College in 1922 and for three years practised in 
Toronto, then moved to Coniston, establishing a 
practice in 1925 at the corner of Edward and Allan Streets, 
above the old Michaud Drug Store of that day. 


Ossie Hinds, Dr. E.J. Hinds, Jim Hinds 


‘Margaret Hinds 


His wife, Margaret Jane, was a Registered Nurse and a 
native of Oshawa. The Hinds had two sons, Ossie and Jim, 
Both are graduates of the University of Toronto and 
‘Osgoode Hall Law School. Jim practises law in Sudbury and 
(Ossie is Senior Vice-President of Noranda Mines in Toronto. 

Erol was very active in sports and politics. He was on the 
executive of both the Coniston Baseball League and the 
Coniston Hockey team from 1925-1930, the manager of such 
hockey stars of the day as Elie Rainville, Millie Olivier, 
Tommy Simms, Gerald Geoffrey, Aldege Blake, Bill 
Johnson, Bill Bray, Jack Cresswell, and others. It was 
Coniston’s loss and Sudbury gain when Dr. Erol James 
Hinds decided to move his practice from Coniston to 
Sudbury. 

Dr. Erol Hinds died suddenly of pneumonia in December 
of 1938, 

















HLADKI, Dmytro 

Dmytro Hladki was born in 1899 in the village of 
Kobylowky in the Ukraine, He came to Canada in 1927 on 
a colonist ticket to Winnipeg. Western Canada and farming 
‘was not what Dmytro was after when he had just left the 
farm. Coniston was the place he wanted to be, joining a 
umber of his countrymen who were already Working at the 





Dmytro Hladki. 


Dmytro left a young wife and daughter at home and was 
Happy to land a job in Coniston with steady employment 
so that he could support his family. However the depression 
had a role to play in his life and he found himself out of 
work for a number of years. When things picked up he went 
back to work in the furnace department where he remained 
until his retirement in the late fifties on a disability pension, 

He passed away in April of 1960 without making the trip 
back home to his family. 


HOLUNGA, Wasyl 

Wasyl Holunga was born in Bukowina, Romania, and 
came to Canada in 1912, He first attempted to get work in 
Montreal, but after a few weeks found that work was hard 
to find, He then proceeded to Ontario where he joined some 
of his countrymen in Copper Cliff and obtained 
employment. 





Lef 10 right; Mary, Nick, Annie Holunga, Walter Zacerkowny, 
Mike, Alex, Stella, John Holunga 


In 1924, he moved to Coniston and began working in the 
smelter. He spent 26 years in the smelter as a puncher in 
the converter department, 

His wife, Helen Woloschuk, came to Canada in 1923 from 
the village of Potoczak in the Province of Galicia in Poland. 
That area is now part of the Ukraine. 

She came to Canada to join her sister who was then living 
here. She met and married Wasyl in 1924 and they raised 
a family of seven children: four boys and three girls, John, 
Mike, Anne, Alex, Stella, Nick, Mary. 

Through hard times on a small salary they had a large 
family to feed. They wasted no time in making ends meet. 
‘They planted a garden, kept cows for milk, and pigs, 
chickens and rabbits as food for the kitchen table. 

‘The Holungas participated in the life of the Coniston 
Ukrainian Community and Church 

The children attended Our Lady of Mercy School, the 
boys were active in the sports and recreations that were 
provided at that time. John played hockey for the Coniston 
Aces, Alex played baseball for the Coniston Red Sox, and 
Nick played hockey for the Coniston Flyers. Mike and Nick 
are active members of the Coniston Curling Club. 

Wasyl and Helen are no longer with us, but the children 
are still in Coniston. John is a carpenter, Mike a 
plateworker, Alex a maintenance mechanic with INCO, and 
Anne now lives in Sudbury and works for the Ukrainian Ce 
Op. The only one that has left this area is Mary. She operates 
her own business in Yorkton, Saskatchewan. Stella works 
for the local bank and Nick is a journeyman electrician. 
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HOOD, Thomas 

Thomas Hood, a mason by trade, came to Copper Cliff 
in 1909 from Stoke-Newington near London, England. He 
left his wife, Florence Duberry, and three sons Bill, Robin 
and Jack behind in London until he got settled. They came 
to Copper Cliff in 1911, where during the following years 
‘Susan, Mae, Rose and Fred were born. When times got slack 
in Copper Cliff in the late 1920's, Tom moved his family 
to Markstay and attempted to do some farming, but this 
did not provide sufficient income so he went to work at the, 
Coniston smelter for Mond Nickel and later the International 
Nickel Company. He worked on the charging floor and 
‘operated a motor. When his health started to get the best 
of him, he moved down to the dry and was a dryman for 
‘a number of years until he retired on a disability pension. 








Prete eeasnieny 


Thomas and Florence Hood. 


‘At one time, four of his sons worked in the nickel industry 
in this area. Presently Bill is retired and lives in Brockville: 
Robert, who had worked in Coniston as a yard foreman for 
a number of years, is now retired and lives in Stinson. Jack 
retired from Falconbridge Nickel and makes his home in 
Garson, Susan, who is Mrs. Pat Duncan, formerly of 
Coniston, now makes her home in Sudbury, as well as Rose 
(previously Mrs. Rainville) now Mrs. Wing, and Fred who 
is also retired from INCO. Mae, the youngest of the Hood 
family, is married 10 Jimmy Hugli and they make Coniston 
their home. Tom's grandson, Robert, has also made 
Coniston his home. 

Tom passed away in 1955 and his wife Florence in 1960. 


HORRICK, Dmytro 

Dmytro was born in a village called Sarafentsi in the 
Western Ukraine, He came to Canada in 1905 and settled 
in Fort William. His wife Paraska Osadchuk was born in 
the village of Zalischyky in the Western Ukraine. She came 
to Canada with her parents and two brothers. In 1906 
Dmytro and Paraska were married in Fort William. Theit 
first daughter, Mary, was born in Fort William in 1907. 

In 1908 Dmytro decided he would seek employment 
elsewhere. He moved to Copper Cliff and obtained 
‘employment in the smelter. While living in Copper Cliff, 


168 














there were four more children born, Annie, Mike, Stanley 
and Irene. 

In 1920, the family was living in the west end of Sudbu 
and from there they moved to Coniston, where Dmytro went 
to work for the Mond Nickel Company. 


& Lena Horrick, 


Two more children were born, Caroline (known as Dolly) 
and Lena. The Horricks were active in the Ukrainian 
‘community in Coniston and the children attended Ukrainian 
School. Two of the girls and the two sons got their athletic 
training at the Public School and became fairly good ball 
players. 

Hard times and the Depression affected Dmytro. He lost 
his job, so he rented his house and moved his family to 
Montreal where he obtained employment at the Canadian 
Copper Company. That was short lived because in 1933 he 
passed away with silicosis, and no doubt that came from 
working in the smelter and refining industry. 

“His two sons and one daughter remained in Quebec, while 
Paraska took the younger daughters back to Coniston, 
where she remained, keeping boarders to make a living and 
raise her family, and was a widow until January 30, 1982 
when she passed away at the age of 93. 

‘Of her seven children, Mary became Mrs. Jarmovitch and 
later Mrs. Falat and still resides in Sudbury, daughter Annie 
and son Stanley who lived in Montreal are now deceased, 
Mike resides in California, Lena who lived in Sudbury is 
also deceased, Dolly married Herb Walsh and resides in 
Sturgeon Fall, and Irene married Mike Solski and stil lives 

Coniston. 





HOULE, Joseph 

Joseph Houle was born in Penetanguishene. He came to 
Coniston in 1925 from Victoria Harbour. His wife, Laura 
Larocque, was a native of St. Charles. She came to Coniston 
to join some of her relatives who were at that time living 
in this town. Joseph and Laura were married in 1927 and 
raised a family of six children: Laurent, Laurette, Lionel, 
Arthur, Raymond and André. 

‘The children were educated in the Coniston Separate 
‘School system. Laurent is now residing in Toronto in an 
executive position with Dickerson & Becker. Laurette has 
become a housewife. Lionel is a credit manager for Texas 


Standing left o right; Art, Lorette, Leo, Ray & Andre, Front left 
io right; Joe, Laura, Laurent 


Gulf, Arthur is a restaurant owner, Raymond works for the 
Regional Municipality of Sudbury, and André is an INCO 
employee. 

Joseph worked for both Mond and the International 
Nickel Company. He retired in 1968 and remained in the 
area until he passed away in 1976, Laura has remained in 
the area as have a number of her children. She now resides 
with her son Arthur in Garson. 


HRYCAY, Peter 

Peter Hrycay was born in a village called Sokol in the 
Eastern Ukraine and came to Canada in 1912 at the age of 
16 with his step-father, Josef Chudzik. Romford, Ontario, 
was their destination for work on the C.P.R. extra gang on 
the railway line to Little Current. It was not long before 
misfortune overtook them and Josef was accidentally 
drowned leaving young Peter to fend for himself at an early 
age. 

The mining industry attracted young Peter and in 1916 
he hired on with Mond Nickel in Coniston where for the 
next 44 years he was a familiar face dumping pots at the 
slag dump. 


Seated left to right; Peter, Doris Hrycay, Bill Pachkowski, ?, 
Annie Rapski. Standing left 10 right: Fred Pachkowski, Lena 
Pachkowski, Bill Pakaluk, Francis Pachkowski 








In 1921, a young girl, Doris Boychuk, came to Canada 
with her widowed mother at the age of 14 and settled in 
Ethelbert, Manitoba. In 1922 Doris’s mother, now married 
to Fred Pachkowski, moved to Coniston with her family 
Doris met Peter Hrycay and they were married in 1925. 
There were three children born to Peter and Doris: Walter 
the eldest passed away in 1958 but his son Danny and 
daughter Donna still reside in Coniston; Nadia married to 
Sydney Kosiw who works for INCO and they have a family 
of four; Olga married to Mike Bazylykut, an INCO 
employee. Olga is employed with Robert Brown Jewellers 
in Sudbury and still resides in Coniston on the same lot 
where her grandparents once used to live, 

Peter Hrycay passed away in 1962 and his wife Doris in 
1976. 


HUGLI, Paul 

Paul Hugli was born in Golden Lake of Swiss emigrant 
parents. 

His wife, Ida Radke, was born in Pembroke. Ida and Paul 
came to Coniston from Bonfield, Ontario, where they were 
living. 

Paul was a station agent and telegrapher. In 1912 when 
the new CPR station was built in Coniston, he was the first 
attendant assigned to that station. He remained in that 
position until his retirement in 1947. 

Two of his daughters, Orpha and Irene, were born in 
Bonfield; the other four children, Dorothy, Alan, Grace and 
James, were born in Coniston 

Paul had one of the busiest stations in the country. There 
were only two tracks built to service the Coniston smelter. 
In 1932 a third track was built. The passing track held fifty 
cars. Every day there were two trains of ore coming from 
Levack, there were six regular passenger trains, fourteen 
freight trains, and a few special tains, which passed through 
that station. The yard held 120 cars. Paul took care of all 
these trains on his own. In the summer months alone, 
hhundreds of baskets of blueberries were shipped to Toronto 
from the station. 








Paul and Ida Hugli with Diane Duncan granddaughter, 


‘The children were educated in Coniston Public and 
Continuation Schools. 

Orpha married W. Tovell and lives in Toronto; they had 
one daughter, Jean. Her husband is now deceased, Irene 
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married A. Monahan from New Brunswick and they are now 
living in Ottawa. Dorothy married R, Duncan who worked 
in the electrical department at INCO until his retirement 
For the past 26 years he has been on the Coniston Hydro 
‘Commission, and they now reside in Espanola. They have 
‘ovo children, Diane and Terrell. Alan was married to Donna 

Ibeau of Sudbury and worked in the Coniston and Copper 
Cliff plate shops. He is now deceased. They had two 
children, Gary and Judith, Gary lives in Southern Ontario 
and Judith works at Laurentian University. Grace married 
H. Rorison and resides in Garson. They had three children, 
James, Linda and Laurie. Her husband is now deceased. 

James, the youngest of the family, still resides in 
Coniston, worked in the electrical department of INCO, and 
is married to Mae Hood. They have three children, Wayne, 
Susan and Cindy. Wayne is a school teacher and was a 
Scout Leader. 

Paul and Ida Hugli have quite a few descendents who stil 
live in this area. 








JACKSON, James 

James Jackson was born in Fort Erie in 1882. He grew 
up and was educated there where he became a school 
teacher. For a while he was satisfied with that profession, 
but he later tired of it and wanted something different. He 
decided to come to Northern Ontario in the early 1900's and 
went to work for the C.P.R. 

‘Around the Stinson and Markstay area, he ran into a 
young widow by the name of Jane Wulff (maiden name was 
White) from Beachburg, Ontario, who was visiting some 
relatives. James ended up marrying Jane and started up a 
new life. There were three children from her previous 
marriage; Alfred, Mae and Jack. There were two more 
additions to the family; Evelyn, born in Copper Cliff, and 
Norwood born in Markstay. 

In 1906 he decided to try his luck in the nickel industry 
and moved to Victoria Mines where he obtained employment 
until 1913 and then transferred to the Coniston smelter 
where he was a locomotive engineer until he retired. 

His family grew up in Coniston and attended the Public 
and Continuation Schools. His sons went into the nickel 
industry following their father’s footsteps. 


=i 


Left to right; Evelyn, Norwood, and James Jackson. 
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Norwood was a good ballplayer in 1925-26. In those days 
some of his team-mates were Bill Bray, Mike Kerwan, Toe 
Blake and Jack Cresswell. Alfred became a general foreman 
in the converter department in Copper Cliff, Jack was the 
town foreman of the Plumbers and Pipefitters in Copper 
Cliff, while Norwood was Mechanical Supervisor at Frood, 

Mae made her home in Beachburg, while Evelyn ended up 
in London, 

James ended up living with his daughter in London and 
lived to the ripe old age of 91. Some of his grandchildren 
are in the Ottawa area, Evelyn Erskine is a journalist, Joyce 
works for the Deputy Speaker of the House of Commons, 
and Jim Etherington is in a management position in the 
Ministry of Supplies. 





JARMOVITCH, Wasyl (Bill) 

Bill Jarmovitch was born in Sarafentsi, Ukraine, in 1892 
and came to Canada in 1913. For a period of time he was 
‘employed by the Mond Nickel Company in Coniston. 

Bill decided that smelter work was not what he wanted 
for a career, so he took up barbering. For a number of years 
he operated a barber shop and pool room, and was the 
proud owner of one of the first automobiles in Coniston. 





Wasyl (William) and Nick Jarmovitch, 


In 1921 Bill, married Mary Horrick and there were three 
children in that family, Nick, Julie and Rose. His son Nick, 
recently retired from INCO, makes his home in Garson. 
Julie is Mrs. Nurse and Rose is Mrs, Mario Modesto, and 
they both reside in Sudbury. 

Bill did some farming in Dill Township for a number of 
years, and one day in 1940 while walking along the track 
from Dill to Coniston he was struck by a train engine and 
killed. 

His wife, Mary, Mrs, Sam Falat makes her home in 
Sudbury. 


JAWORSKI Family 

John Jaworski came to Canada in the early 1900's from 
a village called Chorostkiv, Ukraine and settled in Coniston 
where he opened up a shoe repair shop and maintained that 
business for a number of years. John was a very active 
person in the Ukrainian community. He was an active lay 
preacher until the area was serviced by a clergyman. He 


served on the executive board of the Ukrainian Hall and 
Charch committee. 

In 1927 his son Mike came to Canada and settled in Flin 
Flon, Manitoba for year and then came to Coniston in 
1928. In the early 30s, John’s wife came to Canada and 
they started a new life in Coniston. 








ea 
John Jaworski 
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Mary and John Jaworski 


Mike Jaworski 
John passed away a few years later, his wife decided to 


return to the Ukraine. Mike remained in Coniston took over 
his father’s shoe repair shop and married a Coniston girl, 
Mary Pachkowski in 1933. 

The shoe repair shop was a landmark in Coniston on 
Edward St. South until 1960 when Mike decided to give up 
the shop and go to work for the town of Coniston. 

Mike and Mary have one son; John, who was raised and 
‘educated in Coniston, works at Copper Cliff is married and 
resides in Sudbury. Now retired Mary and Mike still ive in 
Coniston, 





JEAN, Joseph Sylvio 

Joseph Sylvio Jean was born in St. Simon Rimouski, 
Quebec. His wife Florencine Jean just happened to have the 
same last name and came from the same town. They came 
to Sudbury in 1903 and purchased a farm in the New 
Sudbury area (north of LaSalle Blvd.) 

Sylvio, an experienced butcher, bought cattle by the 
carload, and slaughtered and prepared the meat for sale on 
that farm, 


Albertine, Eugene, Albert, Mrs. Florencine Jean, Mr. Syvio Jean, 
Dolores, Lucile. 





In the early days Sylvio made frequent deliveries to 
Coniston with a littl truck, He got to know the Coniston 
people quite well and, according to his daughter Lucille, 
when her father drove down the streets the people would 
run after him to purchase the meat. 

He built up quite a reputation for his product and opened 
‘up a small butcher shop on Edward Street in 1924. His three 
sons, Albert, Dollard and Eugene, joined their father in the 
business and eventually took over the butcher and grocery 
store after their father passed away in 1935. George Parker, 
whose father also ran a butcher shop in Coniston at one 
time, was their popular delivery boy of the day. The Jean 
store was a familiar landmark until it closed in 1962. 

The Jean children were Albert, Blanche (Mrs. Charette), 
Dolores (Mrs. E. Desloges), Eugene, Albertine (Mrs. Lionel 
Lalonde), Dollard and Lucille (Mrs. G. Tessier). Lucile is 
the only one of the immediate Jean family still living in 
Coniston in the same residence that her parents once 
occupied. There are also some grandchildren carrying the 
Jean name in town. 





JEFFREY, Lawrence 

Lawrence Jeffrey was a native of Beachburg, near 
Pembroke, where he was born in 1893. He worked on a farm 
until 1924 and then decided to come east and work at Murray 
Mine, The mine closed that year and he then got a job at 
the Mond Nickel Company at the Coniston smelter. He 
moved to the smelter substation in 1930 and became an 
operator in 1933. 

In 1921, Lawrence married Mabel Lyons. They had two 
children, Stanley and Shirley who were raised and educated 
in Coniston. 


Christine, Ruby, Stanley, Shirley, Mabel, Lawrence. Front; Beryl, 
Carol. 





Stanley went to work for INCO as a mechanic and their 
‘daughter Shirley graduated from the Ottawa Civic Hospital 
as a nurse 

Stanley married Ruby Franch, a native of Newfoundland, 
and they settled in Coniston, Shirley married Richard 
‘Atkinson, they have two daughters, and live in Hamilton. 
Stanley raised three children: Carol, now Mrs. George 
Dorion, Beryle married Art Moore, and Christine is Mrs. 
Roger Normand. 
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Lawrence worked in Coniston for 38 years and retired in 
1958. He and his wife moved back to Beachburg after 
retirement. Lawrence passed away in 1967 and Mabel in 
1969, 

Stan, their son, a veteran of the Second World War, 
passed away in 1973 and his wife Ruby in 1976. Their 
daughters Carol and Beryl still reside in Coniston, while the 
third daughter Christine lives in Cornwall 





JOHNS, Dr. W.S. 

Dr. W.S. Johns was one of the most popular and well 
regarded doctors that ever served the Coniston community. 

He came to Coniston in 1928 to replace Dr. Cameron and 
stayed on to 1943. He was on call day and night, No call 
was ever left unanswered, He delivered hundreds of 
‘youngsters into this world and many owe their very existence 
to bim, 

He and his wife Nora were an important part of this 
community. Their children, Nora, Ann and Bill grew up and 
were educated in Coniston. 

Tt was a sad day in this community when Dr. Johns 
decided to leave Coniston. A farewell party was held for 
him by the residents at the Nickel Club with close to two 
hundred in attendance. Many tributes were paid to him that 
‘evening by the Mayor and others in the community before 
his departure. The Johns family settled in Port Credit. Dr. 
Johns spent some time in Sick Children's Hospital in 
‘Toronto, furthering his medical experience. He later set up 
‘a permanent practice in Port Credit where he remained until 
he passed away many years later. 





‘Doctor and Mr. 
Ann 


The family had a summer cottage at Sturgeon Falls and 
made periodic visits to Coniston from the cottage. 

Their daughter Anne married Jack Davis, but 
unfortunately passed away in her prime due (o à serious 
illness. Nora married Dr. Sutherland and makes her home 
in Toledo, Ohio. Bill was in the insurance business and 
settled in Winnipeg 

Dr. Johns passed away some years ago. His wife went to 
live with her daughter Nora and has since passed away. 

Dr. Johns and his family are sill fondly remembered and 
have a special place in the history of this town. 
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JOHNSON, Frank 

Frank Johnson was a master mechanic at Victoria Mine 
and later at Coniston when the Mond Nickel Company 
moved there in 1913. He continued to work for INCO after 
the merger of Mond and INCO in 1929. 

Frank and his wife Carrie raised a family of 14 children. 
At one time five of the boys; Ernie, Bill, Earl, Arthur and 
Gordon worked for the Nickel Company 
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Front four children left 10 right; Ethel, Ruby, Grace, Florence. 
‘Second row left to right; Bll, Frank, Clara, Earl, Carrie. Back 
row left to right; Ernie, Edna & Irwin, 








A number of the Johnson children are still living, Grace 
in Garson, Bill in Coniston, Clara and Florence in Port 
Colborne and Earl recently moved to Sudbury 

Bill, Earl and Gordon followed their father in the 
mechanical department. At the age of 15, Bill worked as 
à plumber's helper, then became a mailboy in the office, 
and later became an apprentice in the machine shop and a 





‘machinist until 1948, when he became shop foreman. He 
held this position until he retired with the highest number 
of years worked of any employee at the Nickel Company, 
49 years and 10 months. Earl was a machinist until he retired 
and Gordon was a locomotive fitter until he passed away. 
Bill was quite a hockey player in the early days, while Earl 
played soccer. Bill and his wife Margaret are the only 
Johnsons that live in Coniston at present. Their cottage 
keeps them well occupied in the summer. Bill still curls and 
keeps the young fellows in line at the Curling Rink 


JOHNSON, Percy 0. 

Percy Johnson came to Canada with his family on a 
sailing ship from Surrey, England, about 1884, and settled 
in the Muskoka district. 

Afier Percy grew up, he became a carpenter timber 
rammer by trade and helped to build many barns and 
sawmills in the Muskoka district 

In the early 1900"s he came to Northern Ontario and 
prospected in the gold and silver rush around Gowganda. 

He later helped to build and work at a sawmill in 
Sellwood, north of Capreol. From Sellwood, he moved 10 
Coniston around 1910 and worked as a foreman to help 
build the Coniston smelter. He later stayed on and worked 
at the Mond Nickel Company as a yard foreman until his 
retirement. 








He married Ada Willowby of Muskoka District, 
in 1914. They had two children, Cecil and Laura, born to 
them in Coniston. 

Perey was very active in promoting hockey and soccer in 
the early years of Coniston, It is recorded that around 1914 
he was coaching the hockey in this town. Some of the well 
known people on that team were Clovis Olivier, Bob 

Leclair brothers, Manuel and Peter. 





‘Ada, Percy Johnson and grandson Cecil 


Ada was a life member of the Ladies’ Auxiliary of the 
‘Anglican Church and Red Cross worker during World War 
Il in Coniston. 

Percy was also an active politician, and served on the 
Neelon-Garson Township Council from 1930 to 1934 and 
then on the Coniston Town Council from 1934 to 1944. 

The Johnsons resided at 33 Second Avenue from 1915 10 
1939, tll Percy retired from INCO when they moved to 76 
Edward Avenue where he spent much of his time in the 
garden. 

Percy passed away in 1950 and Ada in 1974. 

Cecil followed his father in the nickel industry. He was 
‘a power house engineer. He is now retired and lives in Lively. 
Laura, Mrs. Ken Montgomery, resides in Etobicoke. 


KIDD, Samuel 

Samuel Kidd was born in Ballymena, County Antrim, 
Ireland in 1845. He came to Toronto in 1865. His wife 
Elizabeth was from Elmvale, Ontario, and they farmed at 
Floss until 1890. 

The family consisted of Maggie, who became Mrs. 
Wright, Jennie, who married Mr. Hughes, and son James. 

Elizabeth died while they were still living in Floss and the 
children were fairly young. Samuel decided to leave the farm 
and move north. He came to Copper Cliff, worked there 
for a while, and in 1905, came to work for the Mond Nickel 
Company at Victoria Mine. He worked there until 1913 and 
was transferred to Coniston. 

Maggie, who married Bill Wright, lived in Victoria Mine. 
‘She also moved to Coniston. Daughter Jennie went to live 
in the United States and son James made his home in Copper 
ifr. 

‘James’ family consisted of Dorothy, Dorland, Kathleen, 
Lorne and Bernie. 

‘Samuel lived in Coniston with his daughter Maggie and 
looked after the locomotive that was stationed overnight at 








Left to right; Loren, James, Dorland & Jim Kidd. 


the CPR station and was used to transport the men to and 
from work at the plant, He passed away in 1932. 

‘Son James continued to work in Copper Cliff until 1920 
when the plant shut down. He moved to Coniston for two 
years and later returned to Copper Cliff 

Dorland started to work for the nickel company in Copper 
Cliff in 1925, In 1929 he was transferred to Coniston and 
remained there until 1932. When the plant was shutdown. 
he returned to Copper Cliff and returned to Coniston from 
time to time until he was permanently transferred here in 
1946. Dorland married a Copper Cliff girl, Veronica O'Neill. 
They have a family of four, James, Lorne and Patrick who 
were born in Copper Cliff, and Susan who was born in 
Coniston. Dorland retired in 1972 and still lives on Second 
‘Avenue. His son Lorne and his daughter Susan Charter also 
both live in Coniston. 

Dorland and Veronica are in Coniston to stay. 


KIDD, J. Thomas 

Thomas Kidd and his wife Annie, formerly Mills, came 
to Coniston in 1922, He was the Principal of the Public 
‘School until he retired to live in Sudbury in 1935. They came 
from Lisle, Ontario. 

‘One of their sons, Teddy, was killed in World War I 
Their other children, Edith, Ella, Helene, Cleve and Jim 
came to Coniston with their parents in 1922. Jim and Cleve 
held positions in the Union movement. Jim became 
President of Local $98 Mine Mill, and Cleve held positions 
‘with several different unions in the Toronto area. 
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‘Annie and Thomas Kid. 
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Helene married Ross Corless, nephew of C.V. Corless, 
Manager of Mond Nickel Company. Ross worked in 
Coniston from 1926 to 1929. He moved to Copper Cliff after 
the merger. 

J.T, as he was called, was a very popular principal at 
the Public School. He was responsible for producing many 
fine scholars and athletes in that school, who later made 
names for themselves in sports and other fields. 

‘Some of J.T.'s grandchildren still reside in Copper Cliff. 





KIERSTA, Mike 

Mike Kiersta came to Canada from a farming village 
called Petrylow in the Western Ukraine in 1927 and started 
{0 work at the Conistonrsmeler in 1929. In 1933, he married 
Julia Wasylenki who was born in Garson and raised on a 
farm between Coniston and Garson. They had one daughter, 
Stella, who was born and educated in Coniston and married 
Robert Langlois, also a native ofthis town. They now reside 
in Scarborough. 





Julie, Stella and Mike Kiersta 


Mike worked thirty-three years in the Coniston smelter 
as a sinter loader and blast furnace motorman. He has been 
retired for some time now and they have moved to Southern 
‘Ontario to be close to their daughter and grandchildren, but 
still maintain their camp on the Wahnapitae River. Mike 
was always an ardent fisherman and still spends time at his 
cottage. 

‘There is hardly a wedding or anniversary that goes by in 
Coniston at which this couple is not present 





KILIMNIK, Frank 

Frank Kilimnik was born in a village called Bialypotok, 
in the Province of Galicia, Austria, and came to Canada 
in 1911, settling in Blind River. In 1913, when the Coniston 
smelter opened up, Frank got a job with the Mond Nickel 
Company and came to work here. 

His wife, Mary Acker, was born in a village called 
Potoczyska in the Province of Galicia, Austria, and came 
to Canada in 1913. She married Frank in Coniston and 
raised a family of four, Joseph, Annie, Walter and Sophie. 
m4 





‘Seated left to right; Joseph, Sophie, Annie. Standing left to rights 
Mary, Frank & Walter Kimi 


Frank remained with the nickel company until his 
retirement in 1953 spending most of his time working in the 
bins and charge floor area of the Coniston smelter. He 
would often remind his children of the hardships that the 
family went through in the early days such as a twelve hour 
work day seven days a week, while the wives were left to 
look after the children and, in some instances, boarders, 
chop wood and carry water, tend to the cows, pigs and 
cchickens that most families Kept to provide milk and food 
for their upkeep. 

Joseph and Walter first followed their father into the 
nickel industry but later pursued other careers. Joe became 
a machinist and settled in the Kitchener-Waterloo area. 
Walter went into the insurance business and today pursues 
that career to some extent. Annie chose to be a housewife. 
Sophie went into a nursing career, and later married and 
‘now lives in Southern Ontario with her husband on a farm 
where they raised their family. 

Besides his insurance career, Walter pursued an active 
‘career in this municipality. He served on the parish council, 
was a member of the Separate School Board for a number 
of years, and was a councillor and a Mayor of Coniston 
from 1953 to 1958, Back in 1949 he managed a softball team 
in Coniston. 





KIRWAN, Cornelius 

Cornelius Kirwan was born in Renfrew County in 1876, 
His first job was in a lumbering camp, and he eventually 
turned to farming. For 15 years he farmed near Ville Marie, 
‘Quebec, where he was married in 1899 10 Nathalie Belanger. 
arly in the century, the family moved to Haileybury where 
Con worked in a sawmill, Around 1918, the family moved 
to Markstay where they farmed and worked in lumbering, 

Tin 1920 Con was hired by Mond Nickel in the concentrator 
at Coniston, and the family moved to Coniston. 

‘The family were all active in the town, in their church, 
Our Lady of Mercy and St. Paul's, and enjoyed the 
‘outdoors. The outdoor skating rink and local creck provided 


many hours of skating and hockey enjoyment for all the 
children. 

Con was an accomplished violin player and was frequently 
called upon to play for dances. He passed this talent on to 
‘wo of his children, Alphonse and Cornelia. 

When the concentrator was dismantled in 1931, Con was 
transferred to Copper Cliff where he worked in the flotation 
department and later as a conveyor operator. At this time 
the family moved to Sudbury. 

Con was retired in 1941 and they continued to live on 
Beech Street until the death of his wife Nathalie in 1954. 
‘Con moved back to Coniston and resided here until his death 
in 1963. 

Cornelius and Nathalie had twelve children, Thomas, 
Rachel, Margaret, Cecile, Alphonse, Cornelia, John, 
Archie, Loretta, Yvonne, Mabel and Thomas. 

Thomas was born in Ville Marie 1900, married Jessie 
Downie of London. They had two children, Lloyd and 
Helen, Thomas worked for Ontario Hydro and was killed 
on the job in 1928 

Rachel was born in Ville Marie, married Athur Gallant, 
who worked for the CNR. They had one son Donald, Rachel 
died in 1972. 

Margaret was born in Ville Marie, married Phillip Sawyer 
who worked for the CNR, lived in Coniston, then moved 
to Capreol. They had eleven children - Felix, Hubert, 
Doreen, Verna, Maurice, Joyce, Velma, Margaret, Faye, 
Patrick and Michael. Phillip died in 1973 and Margaret died 
in 1980, 

Cecile was born in Ville Marie, married Bill Dufoure and 
they had one daughter, Shirley. Cecile died in 1951 and Bill 
died in 1960, 

Alphonse was born in Haileybury, remained a bachelor, 
worked as a lumber jack and labourer and died in 1960 in 
Coniston. 

‘Cornelia was born in Haileybury in 1912, graduated from 
Normal School in North Bay in 1931, and taught one year 
in Northern Ontario. She married Jack Cresswell in 1932 
and they lived all their married lives in Coniston. They had 
seven children: Ronald worked for INCO, married Viviane 
Lavoie and they had two children; Audrey married Murray 
Veno, they had six children and live in Coniston; Gary 
‘married Shirley Young, they have four children: he works 
for INCO and they live in Coniston; Father David Cresswell 
is a priest in North Bay; Brian works for INCO, married 
Jeanet Desjardins, they have four children and live in Lively; 
Loreen is principle of a school in Waterloo, Phyllis works 
for Bell Canada, is married to Norm Blake and they have 
one son Tom. Cornelia died in 1977, Jack died in 1963. 





Cornelious and Nathalie Kirwan, 











John was born in Haileybury, married Grace Shaw, is a 
carpenter by trade, and they have one son Terrance. 

‘Archie was born in Haileybury, educated in Coniston, 
Sudbury High School and Scollard Hall, North Bay. He 
attended seminary in London and was ordained priest in 
1944. Was principal at Scollard Hall, North Bay for years, 
taught at University in Waterloo and is presently a parish 
priest in Bermuda. 

Loretta was born in Haileybury, educated in Coniston and 
Sudbury, entered Sisters of St. Joseph in Peterborough in 
1935, and served in various areas with Sisters. She is 
presently Superior at Marycrest in Peterborough. 

‘Yvonne was born in Markstay, married Leonard Sheahan, 
they had six children and are still living in Sudbury. 

Mabel was born in Coniston, married Edward Clement 
and they had eleven children. She moved to Toledo, Ohio, 
shortly after her marriage and still lives there. 

‘Thomas was born in Coniston, married Audrey Nolan and 
they had five children, He worked for INCO, retired in 1982, 
and lives in Lively. 





KIRWAN, John 

John Kirwan was born in 1864 and his wife, Frances Ring, 
was born in 1873 in Brudenell, Ontario. Before coming 10 
Northern Ontario the family lived in Ville Marie, Quebec, 
and in Haileybury. 

John came to Coniston in 1913 to work for the Mond 
Nickel Company where he remained until his retirement in 
1934. There were fourteen children in the Kirwan famil 
His sons, Tom, Eddy and Mickey, worked in Coniston. 
Eddy and Mickey later moved to Falconbridge and were 
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Front row left to right; Billy Kelly, Margaret Kirwan. Second row; 
Karen Kelly, John Kirwan, Francis Kirwan. Third row: Mickey 
Kirwan, Ann Kirwan, Edith Kirwan, Betty (Kirwan), Kell, Molly 
(Kirwan) MeKerral, Agatha (Kirwan) Gagnon, Jean Kirwan, 
Edward Kirwan. Back row; Bll Kelly, Tom Kirwan, Rose Kirwan, 
Edward MeKerral, Don Kirwan 


joined by brothers Jack, Conn and J.P., whose full name 
was Joseph Paul. J.P. later went to work for the Sudbury 
Star and was Circulation Manager. Mickey, Conn and Eddy 
made their home in Falconbridge. 

‘Agatha, who became Mrs, Harold Gagnon, Dan, J.P., 
and Molly (Mrs. Ed McKerral), and Tom all lived in 
Coniston. Tom was later transferred to Copper Cliff and 
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made his home there. Jim and Jack ended up in Toronto. 
Betty became Mrs. Bill Kelly and settled in Nova Scotia. Ann 
was Mrs, Francis Foran and Margaret became Mrs. True; 
both of them lived in Sudbury. Bart pursued a hock: 
career, was a member of the Detroit Red Wings, and 
eventually settled in Detroit. 








JP. Kirwan rene 


John Kirwan passed away in 1949 and his wife Frances 
in 1941. Of their fourteen children, two are still living: Conn 
who is retired from Falconbridge and still resides in that 
town and Margaret True who lives in Sudbury. Agatha 
Gagnon’s children, Harley, Carol and Shirley, as well as 
LLP.'s wife Irene and their daughter Sharon still live in 
Coniston, Molly MeKerral’s two daughters, Bonn and 
Margaret, also make their home here, while Teddy's wife 
Jean still lives in Sudbury and their son Jim in Garson 


KLEMP, William 

William Klemp was born in Arnprior and his wife Frieda 
‘Troutsman was born in Pembroke, Ontario. They came to 
Coniston in 1917. 

William worked for Canadian Copper Company prior to 
hiring on with the Mond Nickel Company. He was employed 
with Mond Nickel as a chemist. 

‘The Klemps had four children: William Jr. who worked 
with INCO in Copper Cliff for many years and is now 
retired; Helen who is now Mrs. Leonard Ray and lives in 
Owen Sound; Margaret who is Mrs. R.B. Flewelling, now 
a widow, and makes Barrie her home; Jean, Mrs. W.C. 
McBain, residing in Lively 

William Klemp Sr. moved to Sudbury in 1931 with his 
family. He passed away in 1932, and his wife Frieda passed 
away in 1975. 


KORNAGA, Paul 

Paul Kornaga was born in 1886 in the farming village of 
‘Chorostkiv, then Austria, now the Ukraine, came to Canada 
in 1911 with the intention of earning enough money to buy 
some Jand and return home to his wife and daughter. He 
worked in Victoria Mine and later Coniston until the 
depression days at which time he became unemployed along 
with many others 

Paul was an active lay preacher in the Ukrainian 
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community at Our Lady of Mercy Church during the period 
when no clergymen were available. He never did earn enough 
‘money to return to the Ukraine. As was customary in those 
days, the nickel company never did rehire any of the older 
men after a layoff. Paul was forced to work for the town 
at wages on which it was difficult to maintain oneself let 
alone save anything to return overseas. 


Paul Kornaga 


In 1934, while crossing Minto Street in Sudbury, Paul was 
struck down by an automobile and killed. The sad news was 
conveyed to his wife by close relatives. Some of Coniston’s 





Peter and John Stos, Rose Banasuik, Natasha S: 
Paul Behun, 


KOSTANIUK, Myron 

Myron Kostaniuk was born in Kudrinci in the Western 
Ukraine as was his wife Katherine. Myron came to Canada 
in 1909 and settled in Winnipeg and Katherine came in 1912 
and they were married in 1913. They had four children, 
Mary, Kosty, Peter and Olga. 

Myron worked on many jobs in Canada, as a labourer, 
on the CNR railway, lumber camps, coal mines, fireman 
and hoisting engineer. 

In 1920 the family moved to the Sudbury area and in 1925 
‘Myron went to work for the Mond Nickel Company in 
Coniston where the family made their home. 





‘Seated left 0 right; Katherine, Mary, Myron. Standing left to right; 
Kosty, Olea, Peer. 


All the Kostaniuk children attended elementary school in 

Coniston. Mary attended Coniston Continuation School and 
was very active in sports. Now Mrs. Kardash, Mary became 
a school teacher, journalist and a school trustee, having 
‘completed 12 years as a trustee of the Winnipeg School 
Board. Kosty went on to the University of Manitoba and 
was a teacher, journalist and co-op manager. Peter is a 
retired accountant. Olga, now Mrs. Rigby, went on to the 
University of Manitoba and worked at needle trades, and 
is an artistic rug weaver. 

The entire Kostaniuk family were active members in the 
Ukrainian Labour-Farmer Association. They attended 
Ukrainian School and took music, drama and dancing. Mary 
recalls the difficult times that her father had in trying to 
organize a union of the workers in this area during his years 
withthe nickel company. A dedicated organizer, Myron lost 
his job on account of his labour activities. 

‘Alter the loss of his job in Coniston, the family moved 
back to Winnipeg, where Myron worked from 1932 as a 
creamery plant supervisor and then as fuel yard manager 
of the People's Co-operative until his retirement in 1963. 

Son Peter was a member of the Mackenzie Papineau 
Battalion fighting in the Spanish Civil War in 1938 and was 
wounded there while Kosty was in the Army and Olga was 
in the Air Force in World War I. 

Myron died in 1980 and Katherine in 1981. All the children 
are sill in Winnipeg with the exception of Olga who resides 
in Toronto, 


KULIKOWSKI, Stanley 

Stanley Kulikowski came to Canada in 1911 from a town 
called Trymbowlia in the Province of Galicia in the Ukraine, 
then under Austrian rule, He settled in the City of Winnipeg. 
His wife, Nastia Smilski, was born in Chorostkiy in the same 
part of the Ukraine. She came to Canada in 1914 and also 
settled in Winnipeg. Stanley and Nastia were married in 
‘Winnipeg. Their firs two children, Mary and Bill, were born 
there, 





In the early 1920's they decided to move east and came 
to Coniston where Stanley was employed by the Mond 
Nickel Company. While in Coniston, their youngest 
daughter, Helen, was born. 

Stanley remained with the Mond Nickel Company and 
later INCO working in the smelter in the furnace department 
until his retirement. 

“The Kulikowski children grew up and were educated in 
Coniston. Mary, who is now Mrs. Brown, resides in Detroit 
Bill worked in the nickel industry. He and his wife and their 
Family moved to Hamilton. He is now retired. Helen is now 
Mrs, Randmaa and resides in North Bay. 

‘Stanley's second wife was Annie Yalowika. They had two 
children, Tom and Jean. Tom worked for the CNR and now 
resides in Southern Ontario. Jean married and lives on the 
east coast 

Stanley moved to Southern Ontario after his retirement 
and is now deceased. 








KUTASH, Stephen 

Stephen Kutash first came to Canada in 1911 settling in 
the Ottawa area, Eventually he moved to Sudbury and was 
employed with the CNR as a signalman. 

In 1927, he married his wife, Michalena, in Sudbury. A 
year later they moved to Coniston and took up residence. 

‘Stephen transferred to the St. Cloud Station. 

He played an active role in the Ukrainian Community in 
Coniston, which was quite a large community. He was active 
in the drama group, and for some time acted as an instructor 
of the Ukrainian language to youngsters of Coniston. 

‘Stephen and Michalena Kutash had one daughter, Stella 
‘She was born and educated in Coniston in the Public and 
Continuation Schools. 

‘As usual in railway work, there comes a time when one 
must move on if not for technical reasons, then for 
‘advancement of one's career, New technology was developed 
which meant that automatic signals were installed. As a 
result, Stephen was transferred to Toronto along with his 
family 

Stella is now known as Mrs. Yurask and resides in 
Islington, a suburb of Toronto, 

Stephen passed away in 1953 and his wife still resides in 
Toronto, but periodicaly visits this area where her sister and 
some other relatives stil live. 





Stephen Kutash 


Stella (Kutash) Yurasyk Michalena Kutash 
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LADURANTE, Albert 

Albert Ladurante, a native of Sudbury, came to Coniston 
in 1924, His wife, Jane Florence Harmon, born in Nairn 
Centre, came to Coniston with her parents in 1913. Her 
mother, Mrs. Fletcher Harmon, was the operator of the 
‘Company's boarding house on Second Avenue when it first 
opened. Albert and Jane were married in 1925 by Father 
Coallier, and raised a family of two, Roy and Margaret. 

‘Albert was a plumber working for the company until his 
retirement in 1964 

‘The children attended the Coniston Separate School and 
the Coniston Continuation School. Both the parents and 
their children were members of Our Lady of Mercy Catholic 
Church, 
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Albert and Jan Florence Ladurante 


Their son Roy was in the RCAF in the Second World War 
from 1945 to 1947. He went to work at Inco as a fitter. He 
is now retired and lives in Noelville. 

Margaret is married, manages a chain store, and makes 
her home in St. Catharines. 

‘The Ladurantes moved to Stinson to their cottage after 
Albert's retirement in 1964. At the age of 62, Jane passed 
away in 1967. After his wife's death, Albert moved to 
Gogama and passed away in 1978 at the age of 75 





LAFONTAINE, Lionel 

Lionel Lafontaine was born in St. Charles, Ontario, as 
was his wife Jeanette Asselin, In 1931 the Lafontaines moved 
to Coniston where Lionel was employed by the International 
Nickel Company in the smelter. 


Left to right; Denise, Danie, Annette, Lionel, Marcel, Richard, 
Claire, Henriette, Ronald. 
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There were seven children in the Lafontaine family. 
Marcel was born in St. Charles, and Denise, Claire, Richard, 
Daniel, Ronald and Henriette were born in Coniston. The 
children grew up here and attended Coniston Separate 
School. 

Marcel joined his father at INCO and makes his home 
in Coniston, Denise is married and resides in Sudbury. Claire 
lives in Wahnapitae. Richard works for National Grocers 
and lives in Coniston. Daniel is also employed by INCO. 
Ronald now makes his home in Ottawa. Henriette lives in 
Wahnapitae. 

Jeanette Lafontaine passed away in 1956. Lionel 
continued to work for INCO, first in the converter 
department and later on the charge floor in the furnace 
department, He retired in 1971 and passed away in 1974. 





LAFRANCE, Napoleon 

Allumette Isle at Chapeau, Quebec, was the birthplace 
of Napoleon Lafrance in 1872. His wife, Rosalie Allard, was 
born there also. They both attended school and were married 
there, 

‘The logging industry beckoned and the couple moved to 
Pembroke where Aurore (Mrs. Clovis Olivier), Arthur, Leo 
and Evelyn (Mrs. Wilfred Bray) were born 

In 1908 the Lafrances moved to Victoria Mine where 
Napoleon went to work for the Mond Nickel Company and 
they remained there until 1913 when the plant was closed 
down and the people were moved to Coniston. While in 
Victoria Mine, there were two more children born, Dorothy 
and Larry, and in Coniston, Flora (now Mrs. Jerry 
MeCabe), Hubert (Buck) and ‘Anita (now Mrs. Norman 
Barazzuol) were born. All the nine children attended the 
Separate School in Coniston. 











osalie & Napoleon Lafrance, Adam Allard. 


Aurore, the oldest daughter, worked at Pelletier’s Butcher 
Shop on Second Avenue across from the Post Office. She 
‘married Alfred Prevost, and after his death she remarried 
and became Mrs. Clovis Olivier. They lived on Second 
‘Avenue until Clovis retired. They are now both deceased 
and their daughter Mae resides in North Bay. 

‘Their son Arthur left to live in Detroit and then later 
moved back to Canada and worked for Noranda Mines, 
where he retired and has since passed away. 

For those who follow hockey history, you will recall the 








name of Leo Lafrance who played with the Sudbury Juniors, 
later went to Iroquois Falls, and then to the Montreal 
Canadiens in the late "20's. Leo joined the other Coniston 
hockey greats at the time of the opening of the Coniston 
Arena. He resides in Duluth, and this year will be 80 years 
old, 

Evelyn and Dorothy both went to Teachers College and 
followed that profession. Evelyn married Wilfred (Bill Bray) 
and lived in Coniston until Wilfred was transferred to 
Copper Cliff. She is presently residing in Sudbury. Dorothy 
‘married Renaldo “Dado” Olivier, lived in Falconbridge, and 
they now reside in Skead. 

Larry Lafrance married Loretta Young from Garson, 
worked for INCO as an electrician, retired on an early 
pension, and now resides in Minnow Lake. Larry was 
enthusiastic about hockey, and a good player who played 
for the Sudbury Wolves and was on the Memorial Cup Team 
in 1932. 

Flora became Mrs. Jerry McCabe and lives in Kirkland 
Lake, Hubert (Buck) worked in Garson as a security officer, 
joined the RCAF, and was killed in a plane crash. Anita 
(Mrs. Barazzuol), youngest of the Lafrance family, resides 
in Coniston and has a family of four. 

Napoleon Lafrance, for many years a foreman in the 
smelter, ended his working career with INCO retiring in 
1937, Napoleon was well known for his daily walks and was 
unfortunately struck down by a car while taking one of these 
walks one day. He never fully recovered from that accident 
and passed away in 1953, Rosalie passed away in 1965. 





LALONDE, Ferdinand 

Ferdinand Lalonde was born in 1889 in Rockland, 
Ontario. He ended up in the St. Charles area where in 1915 
he married Marie Jeanne Richer. That same year he came 
to Coniston and went to work for the Mond Nickel Co. A 
few years later he went farming in the Hagar area after 
leaving Coniston 


2 é ee 
Front row left o right; Louis, Bertha & Raoul. Second row left 
to right; Esther, Claire, Ferdinand, Marie Jeanne, Fernande. 
Third row left fo right; Armand, Mona, Joe, Fidele, Rosanne, 
Ure, Maurice Lalonde. 





By 1921, he got tired of farming and came back to 
Coniston and the Mond Nickel Co. where he remained for 
‘over 30 years. He spent most of his time in the furnace 
‘department and, from 1929 until his retirement in 1954, he 
was a foreman on the charge floor. 

‘There were 16 children in the family. At the time of his 
retirement there were still 12 of the children living. Six boys 
and six girls; Ulric, Armand, Maurice, Joe, Raoul, and 
Louis. The girls were: Fidele, Mona, Fernande, Claire, 
Rosanne and Bertha. Five of the boys followed his footsteps 
and went to work in the nickel industry. Ulric, Armand and 
Maurice are now retired, Raoul works in Falconbridge and 
Louis works for INCO. Joe does maintenance work with 
the Co-Operators Insurance Association. All the boys still 
reside in the Sudbury area, Joe lives in Coniston and is ac- 
tive in sports and community affairs. Fidele married Primo 
Cerantola and resides in Sudbury, Mona was Bret Toniolo’s 
wife and is now deceased. Fernande married I. Toniolo and 
they live in Coniston. Claire is Mrs. Joe Leclair and resides 
in Sudbury, Rosanne is Mrs. Louis Clement and lives in 
Hanmer and Bertha is Mrs. R. Levesque and also lives in 
Sudbury. 

In 1947 the family moved out of Coniston and into 
Sudbury. Jeanne passed away in 1953 and Ferdinand in 
1959. 








LALONDE, Ovila 

Ovila Lalonde was born in Clarence Creek, Ontario, in 
1887. He was the son of Pierre and Aurelie Lalonde. After 
the death of his mother, the family of five boys moved to 
St. Charles in 1902. 

‘Ovila's wife Aldiua was born in St. Albert, Ontario 
daughter of Louis and Angelique Levert. In 1898, her family 
moved to St. Charles where she met Ovila some years later. 

‘They were married in 1912 and shortly afterward moved 
to Sudbury to the area known as “Little Britain”. In 1915 
they moved to Coniston where Ovila worked for the Mond 
Nickel Company. He was also the caretaker for Notre Dame 
de la Merci Catholie Church living in the house on church 
property. Father Coallier was parish priest at the time. 

In 1919 the family moved to Hagar to try farming, but 
returned to Coniston in 1922 and Ovila was rehired at the 
smelter working there until the crash of 1929. He was then 
transferred to the newly constructed concentrator and the 
new owners, INCO, and he remained there until his 
retirement in 1952. 

In 1928 the family moved from Old Coniston to Romford 
on a 160 acre farm situated south of the railway tracks. This 
was a thriving and successful farm with 500 chickens, 3 
cows, 5 hogs, and they produced vegetable crops, grain and 
hay. Being a large family, there were many helping hands. 
‘The complete family then moved to 88 Edward Street in 
Coniston in 1933 and were there until Ovila passed away 
in 1956. Aldina died in 1972. 

‘The family consisted of five boys and nine girls, and they 
scattered 10 different occupations and ways of life. 

Lionel, the oldest son, married a Coniston girl, Albertine 
Jean. He was employed by INCO for several years, left to 
practice his trade as a welder and body repairman, and was 
employed by Empire Motors as a cost estimator and body 
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shop foreman until his retirement in 1978. He resides in 
Sudbury. 

Cecile, the oldest girl, married L. Tessier in 1935. She was 
a housewife living at 90 Edward Street, where they resided 
until her husband passed away in 1974. They raised a family 
of six children. Cecile is presently living in Sudbury 

The second oldest boy, Aurele, also worked for INCO, 
leaving to work for the KVP Company in Espanola in 1945 
as an electrician. In 1954, Aurele moved his family to 
Silsbee, Texas, to work as a Supervisor for a paper company. 
In 1958 he transferred to Missoula, Montana, as 
superintendent of the electrical department. He is living in 
Missoula with his wife, the former Ella Walker, and they 
have a family of five children 

Lucy worked as a clerk in the J.S. Jean Grocery Store, 
and for Michaud Pharmacy, in Coniston. She married Ernie 
Matte in 1940. They lived in Coniston for a short while and 
are now in Sudbury. They raised a family of four children 
and Ernie is now a pensioner. 








Front row left to right; Florianne, Louise, George, Irene, Mother 
‘Alina. Second row left to right; Dad Ovila, Cecile, Jeannette, 
Eveline, Angeline. Third row left to right; Aurele, Lionel, Lorenzo, 
Xavier, Lucienne, Gaettanne Lalonde 


Lorenzo married Florence Simon in Warren in 1942 and 
they now live in Chelmsford. They were involved in 
community organizations and Lorenzo was a town councillor 
in his municipality for a number of years. In 1967 he was 
à candidate in the provincial election. They raised three 
children and he is now retired from INCO since 1978 

‘Angeline now lives in Tecumseh, Ontario, and is married 
to Tom Hebert They have five children. As a girl she worked 
for Singer Sewing Machine Company and Simpson's as a 
sewing teacher. 

Jeannette married Milton McLaughlin and for many years 
lived in Belleville where Milton was a member of the RCAF. 
‘They have five children and presently live in Chelmsford. 

Gaetanne trained as a nurse's aid at St. Vincent de Paul 
Hospital in Ottawa and worked for Doctor Poirier, and also 
at SL. Joseph's Hospital, until her marriage 10 Wilfrid 
Lafleur in Coniston in 1948. They have seven children, 
Wilfrid is retired, and they live in Chelmsford, 

‘Xavier completed his schooling and joined the RCAF in 
1947, serving as a Pilot Officer until 1953. He then worked 
for Bell Telephone. In 1956 he married Elinor Pandke, 
lived in North Bay until returning to university to complete 
his education, then taught high school in Sault Ste. Marie 
and is presently teaching and living in Espanola. They have 
five children, 

Eveline graduated from University in Ottawa in 1949 and 
taught school in Sudbury, Ottawa and Toronto, In 1969 she 
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returned to university and graduated with a B.A. degree, 
She is now retired and residing in Sudbury. 

Irene graduated as a Registered Nurse from St. Joseph's 
Hospital in 1952, married, has three children, and is 
presently living in Sudbury. 

George married Rejeanne Lamothe in Sudbury in 1953 
and lived on Romford Road for one year. He worked for 
INCO in Coniston and at the Iron Ore Plant in Copper Cliff 
until early retirement on a disability pension due to back 
injuries received in his early years of employment at INCO 
in Coniston. They have six children and at present live in 
Val Caron. 

Florianne received her teacher's certificate from the 
University of Ottawa in 1956, taught school in Ottawa, is 
continuing her education at Laurentian University, and is 
presently teaching in Sudbury in special education. Married 
in 1968 to Bob Fournier, now deceased, she is the mother 
of one child and living in Sudbury 

Louise also graduated from University of Ottawa as a 
teacher in 1954 and taught school in Azilda and Val Caron. 
‘She married Guy Nault in 1955, they have five children and 
reside in Sudbury. 


LALONDE, Xavier 

Xavier Lalonde was born in Rockland, Ontario. His wife 
Florentine Larocque was born in Wendover, Ontario. Both 
families settled in the St. Charles area 

Xavier came to Coniston in 1923 to work for the Mond 
‘Nickel Company and Florentine came to Coniston in 1922. 

‘They had nine children, Gracia, Xyste, Marie, Leandre 
Noel, Stella, Felix, Philippe and Alfred, all born in 
Coniston, 


Back row left to right; Leande, Felix, Grace, Noel, Mara, Philippe. 
Front row ieftto right; Stella, Xavier, Xyse, Florentine Lalonde. 





Gracia became Mrs. Menard and was a school teacher, 
Xyste worked for INCO, Noel was an orderly in the hospital, 
Stella became Mrs. Lapointe, Felix and Philippe both 
worked for INCO. Alfred is an auditor with Revenue 
Quebec. 

Xavier has since passed away and so has Xyste and 
Philippe. Everyone with the exception of Alfred still resides 
in the area. 












LANDRIAULT, Philippe 

Philippe Landriault was born in Queo, Quebec. His wife 
Emelia in St. Charles, Ontario. They grew up in the St 
Charles area and went to school there. 

They came to Coniston in the Mond Nickel days and 
Philippe was employed with the nickel company. He was 
employed as a brakeman for a number of years. 

There were seven children in the Landriault family, six 
of them born in Coniston - Leo, Lillian, Irene, Gertrude, 
Rheal, Philippe Jr., Linda, the youngest, was born in 
Sudbury. The children grew up and were educated at Our 
Lady of Mercy School. Some of them married and made 
their home in Coniston, Two of the boys left the area. Rheal 
moved to Toronto. Philippe Jr. now resides in Chicago. 


1 Ae, 


Front left Lo right; Philippe Jr, Rhea. 
Second row left to right; Gertrude, Irene, 
Lillian. Back row left t0 right; Leo, 
Emelia, Philippe. 


Philippe passed away in 1950 and his wife Emelia died 
in 1957. 

Daughter Lillian, who is Mrs. Joe Gauthier, still lives in 
Coniston, and so does Gertrude who is now Mrs. John 
Cerantola. Irene, who is Mrs. Cuch, made her home in 
Coniston for a number of years and now resides in Sudbury. 


LANGLOIS, Alfred 
‘Alfred Langlois was born in Farnham, Quebec, in 1907 
He was one of 17 children. He moved with his family during 
World War I to Southern Saskatchewan and then to Copper 
Cliff, and to Coniston in 1929. He joined the Copper Cliff 

Police Force but worked mostly in Coniston 

‘Alfred married Simone Robineau in 1932 and they lived 
in Coniston. He also spent a number of years working out 
of the shops in the Coniston smelter where he became 
involved with union activities. This led him to becoming a 
business agent for Local 902, Mine Mill, and later the 
Plumbers’ Union. 

‘The family moved to Sudbury in 1955. 

Alfred was permanently disabled in an industrial accident 
in 1967 and died in 1981. 

‘They had four children: Bob, Bernard, Jack and Mark. 
Bob teaches in Scarborough and is married to Stella Kiersta 
‘of Coniston. Bernard married Mary Argentin of Coniston 
and is the managing partner of Thorne Riddell, Chartered 





Alfred Lansloi. 


Accountants in Sudbury. Jack married Vivian Lafrance of 
Sudbury and is a Chief-of-Audit with Revenue Canada. 
They live in Val Caron. Mark is a Certified General 
‘Accountant with Revenue Canada. He married Mary-Ellen 
McEwan and they live in Sudbury. 


LaPRAIRIE, Medric 

Medric LaPrairie was the tenth child of Louis Napoleon 
LaPrairie and Olivine Dupuis. Medric's parents moved from 
Montreal to Lafontaine, Ontario, about 1868. Medric was 
born April 1, 1885, and baptized in the Parish of Sainte 
Croix, Lafontaine, Ontario, which was only a mission of 
Penetanguishene. in the early 1890's, parents and children 
‘moved to Verner, Ontario, and settled on a farm in the 
Township of Badgeron, 

‘Asa young man, Medric left home to work as a teamster 
and, with great love for horses, he finally settled in the new 
‘and upcoming nickel smelter town of Coniston with his 
brother Louis in 1911, and they ran their own livery stable. 

In 1913, Medric married Ozine Bourgeois of Verner. 

‘After the departure of his brother Louis in 1914, Medric 
moved 19 a new location in town and added the coal and 











Medrie and Ozine Laprarie. 





wood business, Business was prosperous for some years until 
the depression came, resulting in the closing of the smelter. 
A great amount of credit was extended and never collected. 
In the early 1930's Medric bought a truck and continued 


general hauling for the town and the International Nickel 
Company. 

Medric and Ozine raised a family of nine, eight boys and 
one girl; Gildor 1, Omer, Paul, Lucien, Leo, Gildor 11, 
Joseph, Marie and Maurice. Gildor, the first of the nine, 
passed away in 1920. Omer followed in his father’s footsteps 
and took over the business, while Paul, Lucien, Gildor (or 
Jeff) and Joe worked in the nickel industry. Leo ended up 
‘working for Ontario Hydro and settled in Simcoe. Maurice 
worked at numerous jobs in the area, while Marie married 
and is still in Coniston, 


Left to right; Omar, Paul, Lucien, Leo, Gildor, 
Joseph, Marie and Maurice Lapraire. 


Paul, Lucien, Joe and Maurice are no longer with us, but 
considerable number of the new generation of LaPrairies 
have taken their place, Medric’s heritage of livery work is 
still carried on. For years, Omer carried on in his father’s 
footsteps and of late passed on the mantle to his son 
Richard. In recalling the early days, Omer remembers his 
father having a horse called Prince whose only job was to 
be ready to drive Dr. Cameron on house calls to deliver 
babies. No doubt many in this town owe their existence 10 
the speed with which Prince and the doctor got around. It 
is difficult to know how long Medric’s work will carry on 
the family, The LaPrairic name will no doubt be around 
Coniston for many years to come. 








LAYCOCK, Vincent A. 
Vincent Laycock was a native of Hull, England. His wife, 
Maud Barker, was born in Middlesbrough, England. Their 
first son, Lawrence, was born in London, England. The 
family came to Canada in 1918, first settling in Toronto. 
Vincent was a decorator and carpenter by trade, at which 
he spent working for a number of years in the Toronto area. 
His daughters Marjorie and Marion were both born in 
Toronto, The Laycocks came to Coniston in the late 1930's, 
Their son Lawrence married Irene Telfer, a Coniston girl 
Marjorie married Roger Martin, also well known in 
Coniston, and Marion became Mrs. Fred Vellow, 
Vincent Laycock passed away in January of 1945. His son 
Lawrence worked in the nickel industry as a miner and 
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‘Marjorie, Marion, Vincent, Maud Laycock 


carpenter, and was also an accomplished musician and 
member of the Musician's Union, He was an active member 
of the Coniston Credit Union, and he and his wife Irene 
belonged to St, Paul the Apostle Catholic Church. Marion 
worked with the Anglican Church Women’s Group of 
Saints Anglican Church in Coniston. 

Maud Laycock passed away in 1979, and her son 
Lawrence passed away in 1982. 

Marjorie makes her home in Sudbury and Marion lives 











LECLAIR, Emmanuel 

Emmanuel Leclair was born in Mattawa, Ontario, and 
his wife, Marie Duchesneau, was from Gaspé Bay, Quebec. 

‘The Leclairs originally settled in Victoria Mine in 1911, 
and in 1913 were transferred to Coniston. 

Marie and Emmanuel had four children; Phil and Blanche 
were born in Victoria Mine, Eveline and Fred were born in 
Coniston. 

Emmanuel had a lengthy career with the nickel industry 
working at Victoria Mine from 1911 to Coniston in 1950, 
the year of his retirement. For many years he was a familiar 





sight behind the throttle of the No. 29 locomotive going full 
speed ahead from the CPR siding to make the hill up to the 





“ai 
Seated left 10 right; Robert Leclair, Shirley Leclair, Emmanuel, 
‘Marie Leclair, Betty (Steele) Lelair and Phil Leclair. Standing eft 
to righ; Andy MeLean and wife Eveline (Leclair), Fred Leclair 
and wife Vera (Hughes), Blanche (Leclair) Squires and husband 
Ceci! Squires. 








plant with fellows like Sam Zahorouski and George 
Evershed shovelling in the coal, 

‘The Leclair children have remained in the area. Phil 
worked at the smelter as a foreman, Phil's son Robert is 
still in the Sudbury area while his daughter Shirley lives in 
Simcoe. Blanche married Cecil Squire, a Coniston lad. Their 
daughter, Geraldine, is Mrs. Rivais and lives in Coniston, 
Their son, Sunny, is also in the area. 

Emmanuel’s youngest son, Fred, worked in Coniston and 
‘Copper Cliff in several departments and then he became a 
head chemist in Copper Cliff. Fred and his wife Vera Hughes 
had five children: Beverly Brassard lives in Montreal, Gary 
is a machinist and lives in Val Therese, Judy Spotswood is 
in Coniston, Sandra Gervais is in Sudbury, and Dorothy 
Lock is in Monetville. 

Eveline married Andy McLean in 1932. Andy had come 
to Canada from Scotland for a vacation, discovered this a 
very interesting area and never went back. He went to work 
for the nickel company and was employed at different jobs, 
eventually becoming a general foreman. He stayed with the 
company until his retirement in 1972. 

Eveline and Andy raised a family of seven children: Don, 
Andy Jr., Jerry, Garnet, Bill, Ethel who is now Mrs. 
Grimard, ‘and Joyce, who is now Mrs. Norm Johnson. 

Eveline and son Bill have since passed away. Andy and 
a number of the children are still in the area 





LECLAIR, Eugene 

Eugene Leclair, a native of Mattawa, came to Victoria 
Mines to work for the Mond Nickel Company in March of 
1910. He married Rosa LeBlane of Whitefish and they had 
a family of eight. Two of those children, Edward and 
Beatrice, were born in Victoria Mine. 

In 1913 when the Mond Nickel Company moved to 
Coniston, the Leclair family did likewise. Their other 
children, ‘Albert, Florence, Lawrence, Wilfrid, Irene and 
Alldege, were born in Coniston. 

Eugene was a steam locomotive engineer. 

Rosa passed away in 1925 and Eugene was left with the 
difficult task of raising eight small children. 

Four of Eugene's sons followed him into the nickel plants, 
‘Albert, Edward, Wilfrid and Aldege. Lawrence took 19 
farming, and the two girls became housewives. 

Eugene was a victim of the tragic bus accident in 1951 
when the CPR train hit a bus killing him and a number of 





Eugene Leclair 


his workmates coming off the graveyard shift at the 
Coniston smelter. 

Three of Eugene’s children are now deceased. Beatrice 
(Mrs, Antonioni) resides in Copper Cliff, Florence, who 
‘married Bennie Best, lives in Sudbury, Wilfrid now retired 
lives in Coniston, Irene, who married Basil Henderson, now 
makes her home in Sudbury, and Aldege lives in Walden, 

There are a number of the Leclair descendants still living 
in Coniston, 


LEDUC, Maxime 

Maxime Leduc was born at Veuve River near Warren in 
1882 but was raised in Pembroke. His wife Ermeline 
Robillard was a native of Sudbury born in 1888. They were 
married at St. Anne's Church in Sudbury, October 7, 1907, 
and began their married life at Romford, the same farm now 
owned by another Coniston pioneer, Mrs. J. Armstrong. 
‘They lived on the Romford farm until 1920 and then moved 
into Coniston proper and lived on Caruso Street. 

‘While living in Coniston, Maxime worked for the Mond 
Nickel Company at the smelter for some time. He also 
worked as a teamster with his team of horses hauling all 
kinds of material. One of those jobs was hauling stones to 
build Our Lady of Mercy Church in Coniston. There were 
other men who had teams of horses in those days and 
worked with Maxime. These were men like Antoine 
Gravelle, Joseph Boisvert, Elzear Fournier and Mederic 
Laprairie. These same men, with their teams of horses, 
helped to build the Garson-Coniston Road. 


Se 
Grandpa and Grandia Serphin Lede 


Leduc family Golden Anniversary October 7, 1957. Left to right; 
Alex, Joy, Ermeline, Maxime, 
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‘There were fourteen children in the Leduc family, nine 
boys and five girls, Three boys died as infants. They were 
all born either in Romford or Coniston. They were Alex, 
the oldest, Elizabeth, Louise, Wilfred (whose nickname was 
Fee), Albert was called Cigar, George was called Garçon, 
Loretta, Reginald, Mary Jane, Yvette and Aime, nicknamed 
Tim, was the youngest 

Ermeline played an active role in the community, was a 
midwife and was called at all hours of the day and night 
to help deliver babies along with Drs. Cameron and Johns. 
‘She was also active in church work and always ready to help 
anyone, especially the sick. 

‘As her daughter Loretta recalls, “Coniston was a very 
good town to grow up in. We have very good memories of 
‘our youth. Although we were raised in a time of depression, 
we were much happier people because everyone helped one 
another. No one was greedy and shared what they had. It 
is important to have good neighbours and friends.” 

When Maxime and Ermeline retired, they bought a small 
farm three miles from the village of Wahnapitae and lived 
there. Maxime passed away in 1964 and Ermeline in 1970. 

‘There are still a number of the Leduc family in the area. 
Loretta and her brother George still reside on the parent’s 
farm outside of Wahnapitae. 





LEMIEUX, Rene 

Rene Lemieux was born on a farm near Ottawa in 1893 
and moved with his family to a farm at St. Charles. From 
‘an early age, he spent his winters in the bush and summers 
fon the farm. His first venture to other work was in 1921 
when he was hired on with the Mond Nickel Company 

It is not clear why Rene moved to Coniston. Perhaps he 
no longer wanted to farm or he wanted to provide a better 
life for his wife, Rose Gosselin. He spent over 35 years 
working in Coniston, 

They had two sons, raised and educated in Coniston. 
‘Aurele, the oldest, was with the RCAF during World War 
Il, He married a Coniston girl, Rita Ruddy, after the war, 
and settled in Ottawa where he worked for the government 
‘The younger son, Armand, turned out to be an excellent 
hockey player. He played in the American League. After 
his hockey career ended, he came back to Coniston and got 
2 job at the plant. For many years he worked in the carpenter 
shop. He married a Coniston girl, Letisia Marcon, and 
raised three children. Armand spent a great deal of his time 
ian young hockey players 





René and Rose Lemieux 
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Rose passed away in 1952, Rene continued to work at the 
smelter where he spent some 22 years as a foreman in the 
sintering plant until a heart condition sidelined him and he 
retired on a disability pension in 1958. 

Rene continued to live in Coniston until he passed away 
in 1964. His son Armand and his family still reside in 
Coniston. Aurele, who has a family of three boys, is now 
retired and lives in Ottawa, 


LIBRALESSO Family 

At the tender age of two years, Maria Caverson left her 
birthplace of Fossa Lunga in Italy with her parents (Pasquale 
and Rosa) and arrived in Coniston in 1913 

‘Thirteen years later Ernesto (Patria) Libralesso who was 
born in Morgano, Italy in 1901 came to Coniston where he 
worked for Mond for one year then to Sault Ste. Marie 
‘where he worked for the Algoma Railroad. Distance was 
no obstacle for true love and Ernesto courted Maria, married 
her and returned with her to the Sault. Angela was born 
here, In 1934 they came to Coniston where Ernesto went 
to work for Inco. Here he was dubbed ‘Patria’ by his friends 
and he stayed at the smelter until his retirement. 


Front row left to right; Evelyn, Dorina. Back row left to right: 
Ernesto, Angela, Marie Libralesso. 


‘Three more children blessed their lives; Evelyn (Mrs. Léo 
Gauvreau), Dorina (Mrs. Aubrey Hughes) and Joseph 
(married to Phyllis McLeod). Mother and children received 
their education at the Coniston Separate School and Ernesto 
had been to school in Italy. The children furthered their 
‘education at the Coniston Continuation School, Sudbury 
Business College, St. Elizabeth School of Nursing, St 
Charles College and Ottawa, Carleton and Laurentian 
Universities, Angela is a private secretary with Canadian 
External Affairs while Evelyn is a supervisor at Revenue 
Canada, Doreen is a Registered Nurse and Joseph (Joey) 
is manager of Smith Transport. 

When Maria recalled her childhood days she remembered 
the dense bushland and the small residential area of the new 
born town. 

Marie passed away in 1970 followed shortly afterward by 
Ernesto in 1971 












ambushed by three desperados. They took off with $3,400 
which Stephenson was carrying, but Bill MacDonell dropped 
the bulk of the money in the tall grass undetected. 

For years he had been the right hand man of Dr. C.V. 
Corless, Mond’s Canadian manager, and afier the merget 
the general manager of the Coniston smelter for INCO. 

Bill retired in September 1936 after 44 years of service, 
and made his home in Toronto. However, he did make 
frequent visits to Coniston to renew old acquaintances, 





Giovanni and Anita Limarill 


LIMARILLI, Giovanni 
Giovanni ‘Nanni’ Limaril was born in 1906 in Riese, 
Treviso, Italy. At twenty-one Years of age he arived in 
Niagara Falls where he stayed for a year before he came to : - 
Coniston in 1928, where he was employed by Inco until his William Jr. ond Wiliam Sr. 
retirement in 1968 
In 1932 he married Anita Baldisera who was born here 
in 1915. They were blessed with one daughter, Linda (Mrs. 
R. Barazzuol). MAIZUK, Fred 
‘Nanni went to schoo! in Riese and Anita received her Heel Maak cause do Ganad Bon lis Une sea 
primary school education at Our Lady of Mercy School. young lad and went to work in the nickel industry. He 
Linda attended Our Lady of Mercy School, Marymount married Violet Jacoloff, a native o Lithuania, They made 
‘ollege and Laurentian University where she graduated as ee Ce rae i eee 
2 teacher. The family church is St. Paul the Apostle. Maka INR us iy 
‘Anita passed away in 1979 predeceased by Nanni in 1976. RL 





Mary MacDonell 













MacDONELL, William A. 

William MacDonell, the ‘Man from Glengarry”, as he 
was called, came from Alexandria with hs parents in. 1893 
He started asa surface labourer with the Canadian Copper 
Company atthe old Copper Cliff and Stobie mine that year. 
He boasted of having only two years of general high school 
education and no technical training whatever. Yet he rose 
in the ranks to a responsible postion. 

He was married in 1907 and he and his wife Mary had 
two daughters and one son. 

He lost his right arm in an accident, was appointed time- 
keeper at Stobie, and held that position for six years. In 1900 
he severed his connection with the Canadian Copper 
Company 10 join the Mond Nickel organization as a 
storekeeper at Victoria Mine. He was shortly promoted to 
accountant, and a few years later to Canadian secretary, a 
position which he filled capably until the merger of Mond 
with the International Nickel Company in 1928. He was then 
made Canadian business manager for the Mond interests, 

‘On July 24, 1922, uring his period as Canadian secretary 
to Mond, he was responsible for saving a large part of the 
company payroll during a robbery. Dr. C.V. Corless, : à 
manager, Harry Stephenson, paymaster, and he were api Fred, Vial, BTM; let 10 right; Joe, Helen, John, Bill 
walking to the smelter with a $28,500 payroll when Maul (fron). 
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The children went through the Coniston Separate School 
system. The three boys went into the nickel industry. Joe 
and Bill went to work for Falconbridge Nickel Mines, and 
John worked for INCO. Helen married and became Mrs. 
‘Andrew Gobbo. John worked at the Garson Mine and 
passed away at the age of 24. 

Fred retired in 1950 and died in 1951. Violet remained 
in Coniston for a number of years and then moved to 
Sudbury where she lived until she passed away in 1968. 

Joe, now retired, lives in Sudbury, Bill makes his home 
on St. Cloud Road outside of Wahnapitae, and Helen lives 
in Coniston. 


MALONE, Phil 

No story about this community could be considered 
complete without some mention of a little old man whose 
name was Phil Malone, on whose tombstone appeared the 
dates 1875 to 1953. 

Phil was of Irish stock, born on the farm at Brudenel in 
the Ottawa Valley. In 1905 Phil left the farm and went north 
to the Cobalt area. A number of silver mines were going 
into production and he worked from place to place, never 
too long and never too steady. 

‘in 1913 when the Mond Nickel Company started the 
smelter in Coniston, Phil found his way to Coniston and 
settled on some land between the Old Garson Road and the 
railway diamond which today would be on the north side 
of Highway 17. Here he cultivated a bit of the land. He had 
a horse and for a number of years worked, when he wanted 
to, at ploughing gardens and hauling wood for some of the 









Phil Malone 


people in Coniston. He never asked for anything from 
anyone, but did enough work to eam a few dollars to 
‘maintain his keep. From time to time, after he lost his horse, 
he dug gardens by hand, 


He was a friend of all the youngsters in Coniston and 
many a boy and girl heading for the blueberry hills beyond 
Phil's little estate would stop by and chat and share his bread 
and butter or whatever he had on hand, 

For forty years he was content by himself. He possessed 
no riches but was a happy man. He enjoyed visiting and 
talking with his old acquaintances from the Ottawa Valley. 
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Even after the sulphur fumes devastated the area of 
vegetation, he still lived on his land in his litle shack. When 
illness and old age overtook him, he was lodged in the Old 
‘Age Home in Blind River for a short period of time but in 
n0 way would he remain in that establishment. He returned 
to Coniston and his litle shack and remained there until one 
day his body was discovered by a number of children who 
made it a daily ritual to check on the wel-being of their aged 
friend. 

Phil had no immediate family, but there was a cousin in 
Sault Ste. Marie. His body was placed to rest at the Garson 
Cemetery, a simple cement marker on the grave, And even 
that was dislodged by some vandals and today his body lies 
in an unmarked grave. Perhaps some generous individuals 
‘will see to it that this is rectified. But nevertheless he lives 
in the minds of the adults, once children, who enjoyed his 
kindness. This recording in the story of Coniston will 
preserve his memory forever. 


MARCON, Emilio 

Emilio Marcon was born in San Fior in Treviso, Italy in 
1900. In the spring of 1924 he emigrated to Coniston where 
he hired on with Mond, In 1929 he returned to Italy where 
he married Angela Spinazzé who was born in Castello 
Roganzuolo in Italy. That same year Emilio and his bride 
returned to Coniston where Lino (married to Elizabeth 
Fraser) was born. In 1931 the family moved to Copper Clift 
where Emilio worked for Inco until he retired in 1965 as 
a craneman, Norman (married to Margaret McLean) was 
born here. 

The parents were educated in the local school in Italy and 
in the trade school and Girls Academy in Conigliano, Italy. 

‘The children attended Copper Cliff Public and High 
Schools, Lino is a civil engineer living in Louisiana and 
Norman is a doctor living in Toronto. Both are graduates 
of Queen’s University 

Emilio passed away in 1982. 


MARCON Family 

Pietro ‘Pete’ Marcon was born in San Fior, Treviso, Italy 
in 1889. In 1912 he came to Canada and after a three month 
tour of the West he came to Mond in Victoria Mine until 
he transferred to their smelter in Coniston in 1913. In 1918 
he returned to Italy and while there he married Romana 
Modolo a girl from his hometown who was born in 1895. 

In 1920 Pete was back in Coniston, was rehired by Mond 
and proceeded to prepare a home for his wife who arrived 
here in 1921. 

There were four children in the family; Liberale ‘Sliver’ 
(married to Rita Oliver) who has just retired from Inco as 
à foreman and who lives in Coniston. Livia (Mrs. Syl 
Rivard) who is a homemaker and also lives here. Letitia 
(Mrs. A. ‘Lem’ Lemieux) a homemaker residing in 
Coniston, and Albino (married to Sharon Cameron) 
employed by a trucking firm, who also is a Coniston 
resident. The children received their schooling at Our Lady 
of Mercy Separate School and the Coniston Continuation 















Front row let to right: Liva, Albino, Romana, Letitia. Back row 
left to right; Pietro & Liberale Marcon. 


School. Our Lady of Mercy and St. Paul the Apostle are 
the family Churches. 

Pete retired from Inco in 1953, 

‘The Marcons encountered the same conditions that other 
carly settlers found; namely dirt roads, dense bush, no 
running water or electricity, poor transportation, ete. 

Romana passed away in 1969 and was predeceased by 
Pietro in 1956. 


MARTIN, Louis 

Louis Martin was born in Larder Lake, Ontario. His wife 
Floride Thibeault was a native of St. John, New Brunswick 
‘The couple were married in Field, Ontario, in 1901 

‘There were fourteen children in the Martin family: Celina, 
‘Anna, David Louis, Clara, Florence, Leonel, Albert, Victor, 
Phillipe, May, Roger, Elizabeth, Bibianne and Georgette 

‘The family lived in the Field area for some time and later 
in Rouyn, Quebec, coming to Coniston in 1930. The children 
attended the Coniston Separate School. 


Front row let to right; Clara, Elizabeth, Louis, Floride, Bibianne, 
Georgette, Back row leftto right; Abert, Florence, David, Celina, 
Philippe, May, Victor, Anna, Roger & Leonel Martin. 


‘A number of the Martin boys worked in the Coniston 
smelter. The oldest, David Louis, died from injuries received 
in the terrible train-bus accident that occurred on February 
9, 1951. David died two days later, leaving his wife Dorothy 
and five young children ranging in age from 4 to 13 years. 
Nine men died when the train hit the bus carrying men home 
from the graveyard shift at the smelter on that 50° below 
zero morning. Many more were hospitalized for very long 
periods of time. 

‘Two other sons, Philippe and Roger, grew up to be 
accomplished musicians. Both played in the Coniston Band 
under the leadership of Dan Totino, Phillipe on the clarinet 
and Roger on the trumpet. Roger remained in the area; he 
married Marjorie Laycock, and worked as a carpenter with 
INCO. He retired and is now deceased. Phillipe left the area 
to settle in Montreal 

Georgette was a Registered Nurse and worked in the 
Extendicare Nursing Home for several years before she and 
her husband Frank Pare recently moved to Ottawa to be 
closer to their children and grandchildren. 

‘Most of the Martin boys worked for INCO. Albert 
worked for the KVP. Celina never married. She became a 
second mother to the many brothers and sisters who came 
after her. She stayed at home and helped her mother with 
the younger children 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin passed away, Louis in 1953 and 
Floride in 1955. 


MARTINELLO, Mario 

Mario Martinello left Godego, Italy in 1923 at the age of 
22 and made his way to Coniston in 1924 where Mond Nickel 
Company and a job awaited him. He remained employed 
there until his retirement from INCO as a Carpenter Shop 
Foreman in 1966. 

Rena Oliver was born in Copper Cliff in 1911 and came 
to Coniston with her parents as an infant. 








‘Rena and Mario Martinelo. 


In 1927, Rena and Mario were married at our Lady of 
Mercy Church and two children were born to them; Edigeo 
“Marty? married to Cora Cevraini and Janet, Mrs. N 
Fabbro. 

Mario had received his schooling in Italy while Rena 
attended Our Lady of Mercy Schuol. The children’s 
‘education was at the Coniston Separate and Continuation 
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‘Schools with Janet graduating as an R.N. from St. Michael's 
Hospital in Toronto and postgraduate in nursing from the 
University of Western Ontario. Egideo is a Business 
Manager and is living in North Bay. He has always been 
active in the Knights of Columbus having held office in 
several cites. Janet, a homemaker, makes her home in Sault 
Ste. Marie and is also a Career Counselor, Nursing 
Instructor, a member of the Legion of Mary and a Pastoral 
Care Volunteer. 

Mario's expertise and leadership skills were utilized in the 
original construction of the Club Allegri and in the building 
of St. Paul the Apostle Church. He was one of the older 
members of the Club Allegri who participated in league 
bowling and Rena and he were avid gardeners and winners 
of numerous awards in this regard, 

Mario passed away in 1980 predeceased by Rena in 1979, 


McHUGH, Benjamin 

Benjamin McHugh and his wife Josephine Major were 
natives of Quyon, Quebec, a farming community. Benjamin 
farmed in the summer time and worked in the bush in the 
winter. 

In 1912 they left their farm and came to Sudbury where 
Benjamin obtained work at the Queen’ Hotel livery stable, 
and later at the Nickel Range Hotel. A number of Irish 
settlers from the Ottawa Valley and from Quyon, Quebec, 
across the river settled in the Sudbury area, and some of 
them were employed at the Mond Nickel smelter in 
Coniston. Benjamin's cousin, Larry Curley, was a 
transportation yardmaster at the smelter, and enticed 
Benjamin to come to work for the Mond Nickel Company 
in 1921. 

He first went to work in the test plant under Ken Clarke 
but when the merger in 1929 of Mond Nickel and INCO 
took place that plant was moved to Copper Cliff and 
Benjamin went to work in the smelter ore bins. 

For the first ten years the MeHughs stayed in Coniston, 
they rented living accommodations in different places in the 
town. Finally in 1931 they were able to obtain a company 
house at 88 Fourth Avenue where they remained until 
Benjamins retirement, 

‘The McHughs had two children, Edward and Elizabeth. 
‘They grew up and were educated in Coniston. Edward 
followed his father into the smelter. He hired on in 1934, 
worked on the charging floor, and remained there until 1945 
when he took a transfer to the Copper Cliff concentrator 

Josephine McHugh passed away in 1942 and Benjamin 
retired in 1948. After retiring, Benjamin moved to Sudbury 
and later ended up in Pembroke. He passed away at the age 
of 79, 

Their daughter Elizabeth left Coniston, moved to 
Toronto, became Mrs. Gaynor, and now resides in 
Almagardo, New Mexico. 

Edward stayed in the area. He married Erma Schiratti 
from Sault Ste. Marie. They raised a family of two, a boy 
and a girl, Joseph who resides in Sudbury, and Mabel 
‘Ackermann who lives in Toronto. 
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McLEAN, Andrew 





Seated left 10 right: Andy Jr, Eveline, Ethel Grimard, Andy Sr 
‘Joyce Johnson. Standing left to right: Don, Gerry, Garnet, Bill. 


(Story under Emmanuel Leclair) Page 182, 


McKERRAL, Edward 
Edward A. McKerral, son of John and Catherine, was 
born in Glengarry County, Ontario, in 1894. He moved to 
Markstay before the turn of the century where he attended 
the village school. In 1909, at 15 years of age, he worked 
with his father at the ralway Interlocking Tower in Coniston 
and on his father's farm in Markstay where they raised 
sheep. In 1911 Edward was hired by the Mond Nickel 
Company to work with the engineers on the layout of the 
new smelter. Later he helped survey the townsite, known 
as the best planned town in the north. In 1913 when the plant 
began production he became a steam locomotive engineer, 
He continued to study and later operate electric and diesel 
locomotives during the years he worked for INCO. 





LA 


Mary and Edward MeKerral 


In 1914, Edward married Mary Kirwan, daughter of 
pioneers John and Frances who came to Coniston in 1910 
from Ville-Marie, Quebec, and Haileybury, Ontario. They 
were married by Father P. Roussel in Our Lady of Mercy 
Church. They moved into a cottage on Fourth Avenue and 




























raised a family of two sons and six daughters. All attended 
Our Lady of Mercy Church and School and the Coniston 
Continuation School. Edward was a member of the Knights 
of Columbus and Mary was a founding member of the 
Knights of Columbus Women’s League. They fished, hunted 
and skated and Edward was known for his beautiful gardens 
even when environmental conditions deteriorated. He also 
spent many hours making, repairing and playing his beloved 
Violins throughout his long life. 

Mary died July 9, 1944, before her sons returned from 
the war, Edward retired in 1959 and continued to be the 
centre of his family, Carmel Bailey in Garson, Monica 
Quittenton, Frances Morrison and Dan of Sudbury, and 
Bonn Angove and Margaret Barnes of Coniston, Deedee 
Vickers of Dorchester, Ontario, and Alex of Renfrew, 
Ontario. 

Edward died January 28, 1975, at the age of 81 years. 
He also leaves 29 grandchildren and 42 great-grandchildren. 








McLAUGHLIN, Bill 

Bill McLaughlin was a farming lad born in Ross Township 
near Renfrew, Ontario. At the age of 16, he got his first 
job in a knitting mill. He then moved on to work in the 
lumber camps above Chapleau for four years before coming, 
to Coniston in 1926. 

Bill married Gertrude Kenyon in 1923 in Ottawa. They 
Had a family of three children; Beryl, Bill and George. All 
were born and raised in Coniston. 

Beryl married Alvin Palmer and now resides in Sudbury 
Bill now lives in Alberta. George has settied in the U.S.A. 

Bill Sr. worked in the furnace department for many years. 
He later became a feeder boss on the charge floor and 
‘eventually a blast furnace and converter foreman. 

He was very active in the community, serving on the Town 
Council, being involved in the Canadian Legion’s Minor 
Hockey League, and being a Fire Chief for a number of 

It can be said without any doubt that Bill was one of the 
best liked and admired persons in the Coniston smelter. At 
the end of his last shift worked in 1964, before he left the 
office to go home, Bill was extended wishes by everyone. 
‘The entire shift lined up from the office to the change house 
and all along the way shook hands and wished him farewell 
and long years of retirement. 

Bill has enjoyed a lengthy retirement. Gertrude passed 
away in 1976. Bill, now 83, resides in Sudbury 





Bill and Gertrude 
MeLaughlin. 











McMENAMIN, James 

James MeMenamin was born in Ireland in 1875. At the 
age of 15 he came to Canada. He spent some time in the 
Montreal and Kingston areas. In 1911 he ended up in St 
Charles, Ontario. 

He met Armeline Lefebvre there, whom he married. Her 
father was the first farmer to settle in the St. Charles area. 
They were originally from Embrun, Quebec. 

They had one daughter, Rose, in St. Charles, and then 
James went to Victoria Mine in search of employment. He 
moved to Coniston in 1913. Four other children were born 
to them, Patrick, Anna, John and Agnes. 





Armeline and 
James McMenamin 


For a short period of time they moved to Hagar where 
their youngest, Margaret, was born. However, two years 
later they returned to Coniston and James continued to work 
there until his retirement in 1944, 

He worked in the converter department as a skimmer. 
However, in the latter years, whem his health was not as good 
as it should be, he worked in the dry 

‘The children were educated in Coniston. Rose never 
married and has since passed away. Patrick worked for 
many years at the plant in Coniston, and he 100 is now 
deceased. Anna and Agnes both left Coniston and married 
‘two brothers, Primo and Richard Mei. They reside in 
Copper Cliff. John spent some time working in the nickel 
industry, but left the company and worked as a truck driver 
for many years. He still resides in Coniston. Margaret 
(Maggie) married Carmen Bray, raised a family of four 
children; Lynn married to Gerald Cleaver, Sharon married 
to Bill Zahorouski, Melvin married to Cheryl Nadeau, and 
Barbara married to Guy Deschamps. 

Armeline passed away in 1964 and James in 1961 
Margaret and John now live in the old family home at 44 
Concession St., Coniston. 





McMULLEN, John 

John MeMullen was born on a farm in Westmeath, 
Ontario, in Renfrew County in 1879 and seemed elected to 
a farmer's life until he came to visit his sisters, Mrs. 
‘Anderson and Mrs. Neilson at Victoria Mine. He went back 
home to the farm but the spirit of the new northland had 
infected him. A few months later he returned to Victoria 
Mine. 
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John started to work for the Mond Nickel Company at 
Victoria Mine on May 8, 1906. One of his first jobs was 
pushing slag pots. He remained there until 1913 and then 
along with everyone was transferred to the new smelter in 
Coniston, 

John married Margaret Farnel from Beachburg, Ontario. 
They had one son, Morris, born to them in Coniston 

John had an interesting career with the nickel company. 
From slag pot pusher, he rose to be a general foreman, a 
position he held until his retirement. 


John and Margaret McMullen. 


‘The McMullens lived on Third Avenue. When John 
became a general foreman, he moved his family to a 
company house, as was the usual procedure, on First 
‘Avenue, However, once retired he could not live in a 
‘company house, so they had to find another place to live, 
and for a while they resided in Sudbury. 

Eventually they ended up moving to Pembroke, and it 
was reported by a number of people who had visited the 
McMullens that they regretted the move from Coniston 
because all their friends were still living there. 


MELNYK, Nick 

Nick Melnyk was born in the Ukraine and came to 
‘Canada in 1910. His first destination was Toronto where 
he worked for the CPR. 

He moved west and for a while settled in Fort William 
where he worked in the grain elevators. 

In 1922 while in Fort William he met and married Mary 
Prockiw, a widow (Woronchuk). Mary had three children 
by her previous marriage: Steve, Sophie and Peter. 

In 1927, Nick was in search of more permanent 
‘employment and headed east. He stopped in Coniston and 
got a job with the Mond Nickel Company 

In Coniston, two children were born: Olga who is now 
Mrs. Michael Danyluk and resides in Minnow Lake and 
‘Anne, who was Mrs. Ray Wagoner and settled in Conneaut, 
Ohio, and has since passed away. 

Nick worked in the labour gang in the smelter and later 
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‘Standing: Nick Metnyk, Olga Woronchuk, Mary Melnyk. Seated 
left to right: Olga, Ann Melnyk 


moved to the furnaces, first as a helper and then as a taper, 
a position he held for fifteen years. In later years he found 
the work too strenuous so he moved to the charging floor, 
and for six years was a motorman. He retired in 1954, 

‘The Melnyks were active members of St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church and the community 

Nick passed away in 1961 and Mary in 1968. 

Sophie lives in the home that her parents lived in. Steve 
resides in Windsor and Peter in Welland. 


MELNYK, Sebastian 

Sebastian Melnyk came to Canada from the Ukraine in 
1927 joining a number of his countrymen in Coniston where 
he went to work in the Coniston smelter. He worked in the 
furnace department for a number of years as a furnace 
tapper until his retirement in 1957. 

‘Sebastian was a widower with one son named John. In 
1929 a young lady by the name of Annie Yewchyn came to 
Canada and to Coniston where her brother Peter was 
‘employed. She married Sebastian Melnyk in 1930 and they 





44 Annie and 
Sebastian Metynk. 








had two children, Bill and Mary. 

Sebastian passed away in 1962. Son John settled in 
Southern Ontario. Mary is married and now resides in 
Ottawa. Bill followed his father into the nickel industry and 
is employed with the International Nickel Company. Bill and 
his wife Mary make their home in Coniston, while his 
mother Annie now resides in Ottawa with her daughter 
Mary. 


MICK, Ford 
Ford Mick was a native of Micksburg, Ontario. He came 
to Victoria Mine as a young lad and went 10 work for the 
Mond Nickel Company. In 1913 he came to Coniston and 
when the war broke out in 1914 he left to join the army. 
He returned after the war and went back to work for the 
nickel company. His wife Nellon Savieor was a native of 
Carleton Place, The couple married in 1920 in Sudbury and 
then made their home in Coniston, 

There were seven children in the Mick family. Kenneth 
was the oldest, and then came Earl, Sanford, Arnold, 
Denzil, Harris and Helen. They grew up in Coniston, 
attended Public School, and some of them went on to 
Continuation School 

Ford progressed as a smelter worker from puncher to 
skimmer, then to foreman and later to general foreman, He 
retired in 1952 

The family suffered a tragedy when Nellon was killed in 
a car accident in 1937. Ford passed away in 1957. 

AI of the boys at one time worked for the nickel 
company. Kenneth left the area and took a job with the 
Toronto Transit Commission. He still lives in Toronto and 
is now retired, Earl, now deceased, worked for the nickel 
‘company here and was later transferred to Thompson where 
he became a foreman. Sanford left the area, settled in 
Kapuskasing, worked in the paper mills there, and is also 
deceased. Arnold left the nickel industry, is now a social 
worker and makes his home in Sudbury, Denzil left the 
industry, became a fireman, and is also deceased, Harris 
now lives in Vancouver and is a seafarer. Helen is married 
and resides in Deep River. 








MISLINSKI Family 

Karol Mislinski left his native village of Chorostkow in 
Poland in 1912 and settled in the city of Winnipeg. That 
same year a young lady by the name of Albina Bialazorski 
left her village of Howylow in Poland and also settled in 
Winnipeg. Karol and Albina came from neighbouring 
villages, they met in Winnipeg and were married the year 
after. For eight years the couple made their home in 
Winnipeg, two of their children, Joseph and Stella, were 
born there, and in 1921 they decided to move to Coniston 
where Karol went 10 work for the Mond Nickel Company. 

In Coniston the family was increased by four additional 
children, Elsie, Jennie, Sylvia and Helen. All the children 
attended Our Lady of Mercy School and some went on to 
Coniston Continuation School. The Mislinski's were 
parishioners of Our Lady of Merey Church. 

Karol spent over 20 years working for the nickel company 





as an ore loader. He was taken seriously ill in 1942 and 
passed away. In addition to working at the Coniston smelter, 
he and his wife Albina tried their hand at operating a grocery 
store for about a year in those early days. 





Albina and Karol Mislinski 


In 1927 Karol became a proud owner of an Essex 
automobile, which was something of a luxury in those days. 
Within two years, in 1929, Karol sold the original car and 
purchased a newer and more elaborate model. 

Albina, in addition to raising and caring for her family, 
became a well sought-after cook for weddings and banquets. 
In recognition of her services in this field within the church 
group, Albina was presented with a set of sterling silver flat- 
ware. She remained in Coniston enjoying her friends and 
children until she passed away in 1962. 

The majority of the Mislinski children still make their 
home in Coniston, Joseph, who retired from INCO as a 
‘machinist, was very active in the community. He was one 
of the original members of the Coniston Band, was the 
Secretary-Treasurer of that organization, an accomplished 
trumpet player, and served time on the Coniston Town 
Council. He is still a bachelor and lives in Coniston, 

‘Stella married Steve Woronchak who was also from 
Coniston. They made their home in Windsor. Steve is now 
retired and they spend their summers in Windsor and winters 
in Florida 

Elsie is now Mrs. Jim Logan, lives in Coniston on William 
Street, and works as a bookkeeper and Jim is a stationary 
engineer with INCO. 

Jennie became Mrs, Galdino Modesto, makes her home 
on Balsam Street, and with Galdino’s retirement there is no 
indication that they intend to leave Coniston. 

Sylvia married Mike Starcevic of South Porcupine. They 
made their home in that town. He is now retired and they 
shared their time between Northern Ontario and Florida. 

Helen, the youngest of the Mislinski family, is married 
to Walter Soroko and Walter still works for INCO in the 
carpenter shop in Copper Cliff, and they make their home 





MODESTO, Angelo 

Born in 1877 in Rive D'Arcano in Italy, Angelo Modesto 
could not know then that some years later he would be 
instrumental in enhancing the social life of the Italian 
community in Coniston. 

He first came to Canada in 1917 to work for the Mond 
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Eda and Angelo Modesto. 


Nickel Company. 1923 was his big year. He quit Mond, 
returned to Italy, married Giovanna Eda Falischia, (born 
in Magniano in Riviera, Italy) and returned with her to 
Victoria Mine. In 1924 Mond re-hired him in Coniston where 
he stayed until his retirement from Inco in 1946. 

Four children were born to the Modestos; Melita who died 
in infancy, Galdino (married to Jenny Mislinski), Mary 
(Mrs. Joe Vaillancourt) and Carmen (Mrs. Gerald 
Geoffrey). Coniston Separate and Continuation Schools 
were the seats of learning for the children and the family 
churches were Our Lady of Mercy and later St. Paul the 
Apostle. Mary and Carmen became professional 
homemakers while Galdino went to work for Inco in 1942 
as a machinist and shop foreman and retired in 1982 as a 
Maintenance Planner in Copper Clif. He was also the Credit 
Union Credit Committee chairman for 5 years and Separate 
‘School Board trustee for seven years. 

Eda recalls the hard times in those early years with none 
of the amenities of life, and remembers when electricity first 
came to the Romford Road in 1925. 

Despite the hardships Eda would join Angelo-in song as 
he helped make life bearable by playing his accordian till 
the morning’s early hours at house parties while everyone 
danced and sang and let the wine add colour to the festivities. 
‘There were no radios or phonographs and during the long 
hot summers of the depression years uninsulated houses 
‘meant that families had to wait till almost midnight before 
the houses were cool enough to sleep in. Consequently, 
nearly every night of the week the whole community would 
gather in front of someone’s house, sitting on board walks, 
and join in song. Their beautiful songs, some sad, some 
joyous, filled the night air in a heavenly chorus, and the 
therapy was complete. No pills or drugs were needed to 
relieve their frustrations; they did it all with a song. October 
sing-songs, after the Rosary was said, became a ritual for 
it was time to sample the new wines for clarity, colour, 
flavour, etc. People were financially poor but exceedingly 
rich in the joys of living 

The Italian community mourned Angelo’s passing in 1948. 
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MODESTO, Giuseppe 

In 1900 the U.S.A. was the first stop for 26 year old 
Giuseppe (Joe) Modesto who hailed from Rive D'Arcano 
in Italy. In 1904 he came to southern Ontario, and early in 
1906 he returned home to marry Felicta Galasso who called 
Rodian, Italy, her hometown, where she was born in 1885. 
Before the year had ended he was back in Canada, this time 
at Victoria Mine. In 1910 Felicita and their daughter Pia 
(Mrs. P. Pezzatta) left Italy and came to join Joe. Three 
years later Coniston and Mond’s new smelter was the place 
{o be so the family of four, blessed with the new arrival 
Santina (Mrs. Andy Elmatti) settled here where Joe was 
employed until he retired from Inco in 1939 as a steam 
locomotive engineer. 


Front row left to right; Erminio, Giuseppe, Nello, Mario, Felicia, 
Spema. Back row; Basilio, Ermo, Santina Modesto. 


In Coniston the new additions to the family were: Basilio 
(married to Pegay Travers), Ermo (married to Joan Brown), 
Erminio (married to Evelyn Elmatti), Spema (Mrs. Leslie 
Johnson), Nello (married to Rita Conlon), Mario (married 
to Rose Jarmovitch), and Walter (married to Betty Miko). 

The children attended either one or all of Coniston 
Separate, Continuation, and Sudbury High Schools, and 
Our Lady of Mercy was the family church. 

Pia moved to southern Ontario and became a homemaker 
while Santina attended nursing school in Montreal, became 
à nurse and later moved to New York. Basilio moved to 
Montreal and became a supervisor with Canada Copper 
before his retirement in 1979 while Ermo became a plumber 
with a Sudbury contractor. Erminio who was employed by 
Inco as a machinist for 13 years moved to Brooklyn, New 
York where he retired in 1980 from his job with the N.Y, 
City Housing Authority. Spema moved to the U.SA. in 1946 
to become a homemaker and seamstress. Nello who had 
worked for Inco during his student years graduated as a 
Metallurgical Engineer from Queen's University in 1945. He 
‘worked at Inco until 1956 and then went to Rio Algom in 
Elliot Lake, In 1971 he took on the position of Mill 
Superintendent in Moab, U.S.A. with the same company 
Mario is working for Inco since 1942 as a painter and Walter 
who had moved to the U.S.A. in 1946, attended Brooklyn 
College and is presently a technologist with 1.B.M. in the 
USA. 

In 1935 Felicita passed away and Joe joined her in 1959. 
Santina died in 1977 followed by Pia two years later and 
by Ermo one year after that 
























MOROZ, Alex 

Alex Moroz was born in the farming village of 
CChorostkiv, Austria at the time, now the Ukraine. He came 
to Canada in 1913 joining his brother Onofry, Uncle Mike 
and brother-in-law Tom Bialy, who were then working for 
the Mond Nickel Company in Coniston. Alex went to work 
forthe nickel company but was laid off for a couple of years 
because of alien status. However, he got back 10 work in 
1917 

In 1919, Alex married Nellie Noga, who was born in the 
village of Veren in the district of Zidachiew in Austria, now 
Ukraine. 








‘Alex Moroz and Nellie Noga’s wedding, February 18, 1919. Seated 
lefttorigh: Mike Moros, Sophie Bilan, Alex Moroz, Nellie (Noga) 
Moroz, Annie -, Mike Bialy. Standing left to right: Albina 
Minsk, Annie Solski, Peter Zyma, Tom Bialy, Joseph Bobowski, 
Nastia Bials, Onofty Moroz, George Moroz, Sophie Kopach, 
Mike Chika: 


‘Two of their children, Sophie and Mike were born in 
Coniston. Although Alex now had a steady job as a furnace 
tapper, he never lost the love of the land. They saved their 
money and eventually invested in a farm in the Waterford 
area in 1921. For a number of years Alex had two homes, 
Coniston and Waterford, but in the early 1930’s Alex left 
the nickel plant and remained on the farm, where their 
daughter Mary was born, 

The Moroz’s returned to Coniston frequently to visit with 
their relatives. At 90 he still reminisced about his days in 
Coniston. Nellie passed away in 1962 and Alex in 1981 


MOROZ, John 

John Moroz was born in 1904 in the farming community 
of Chorostkow in the Ukraine. He came to Canada in 1928, 
and was brought to Coniston by his uncle so that he could 
find employment in the nickel plant and assist in supporting 
his mother who was left behind in the old country. John 
went to work in the smelter, was laid off during the 
depression, and spent some time on his uncle’s farm in 
Waterford, He returned to Coniston to resume employment 
when the smelter went into full production again. During 
the early 1940s, John suffered a serious accident when he 
was hit and dragged by a charge floor motor train. This 
broke both of his legs and crushed his chest and hospitalized 
him for a couple of years. When he recuperated sufficiently 














Mary & John Moroz 


to be able to return to some type of work, he was given a 
job in the change house as a dry man where he remained 
for the remainder of his working years with the company 

John married Mary Strilchuk, a native of Montreal, in 
1955, and they made their home in Coniston on Walter 
Street. Just when they were established in their new home, 
Mary passed away in 1961. John remained a widower and, 
in 1964, he sent for his sister, who was now alone living in 
Gdansk, Poland, to come to Canada and share his home 
‘with him, where they both lived in Coniston surrounded by 
‘a number of their relatives in the Sudbury area. After paying 
a visit to his home village in the Ukraine in 1977, John 
passed away in 1978. Mary, who had made several trips back 
to Poland to visit some of the friends she had made while 
living in Gdansk, passed away in 1979. 


MOYER, Oscar 

Oscar Moyer was a native of Parry Sound and came to 
this area in the early 1930's. His wife was Florence Ennis, 
and they had seven children: Bernard, Lorna, Vincent, 
Lourdes, Loreen, Theresa and Raymond 


Oscar Moyer and granddaughter Brenda. 
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Oscar spent 35 years working for INCO as a law 
‘enforcement officer. At the time of his retirement he was 
Staff Sergeant at the Coniston location, looking after both 
the town police and those at the plant. 

‘Their children were raised and educated in Coniston. His 
wife Florence passed away at an early age in 1934. Oscar 
then married Margaret Johnston (Williams) a widow who 
Had lost her husband and was living in Coniston. 

The Moyers were active members of St. Andrew's United. 
Church 

‘Of Oscar's seven children, two are still known to be 
around: Theresa, who married Mike Grebinski, resides in 
Kitchener, and Lorna became Mrs. Edgar Goulet and lives 
in Sudbury. 

Oscar retired in 1965 and passed away in 1970. 





MUIRHEAD, Bob 

Bob Muirhead was born near Glasgow in 1892 in 
Scotland. He came to the Sudbury area with his family in 
1894, His father worked at the Blezard Mine for a time and 
then contracted (0 roast all the ore for Mond Nickel at 
Victoria Mine. 


Left to right; Bill Johnson, Rudy and Bob Muirhead, 
Edna Theakston. 





Bob attended school at Victoria Mine, and at the age of 
16 he went to work in the powerhouse. In 1921, tiring of 
shift work, he left the district to operate his own garage in 
Wingham, Ontario. Here Bob met his wife, Margaret 
Bunston, and they married in 1916. Margaret passed away 
in 1928, 

‘They had four children: Betty who married Wilbur Rome 
and lives in Sudbury; Ruth (Mrs. Davis) who lives in 
“Mississauga; Jean who is Mrs. Knarr and lives in Brantford; 
‘and one son George who lived in Coniston, was married to 
Vera Parker, and was killed in a hunting accident in 1938. 

Bob once worked with his brother Scotty Muirhead in the 
Muirhead Stationery business, but he preferred his chosen 
eld of “watts and volts” and went to work for the electrical 
department. He returned to Coniston in 1929 just prior to 
the Mond Nickel-INCO merger. Bob was a fine athlete, 
played both hockey and ball for Coniston, 

Tn 1935 Bob was remarried to Ruby Johnson. Bob and 
Ruby had one son, Dale, who now resides in Lively. 

Bob became the chief electrician at the plant, a position 








he held until his retirement in 1957. 
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NAHORNICK, William 

Bill Nahornick came to Canada from the villa 
Sniatyn in the Ukraine in 1923. His destination was Fort 
William. He spent a year in that city, and in 1924 came to 
Coniston to work for the Mond Nickel Company 
Magda Czarney came to Canada from the village of 
Chlopiwka, Ukraine, in 1928 to join her two sisters who were 
then living in Coniston. Bill and Magdalena married and 
for the next fourteen years resided in Coniston. 

They played an active role in the community, particularly 
in the Ukrainian cultural group. Bill was on the executive 
of the Ukrainian Hall 






























































Bill and Magda Nahornic. 


Bill worked for the nickel company, and operated a motor 
on the charge floor. He got the urge to try something better 
than smelting and he and his wife decided to move to 
Toronto in 1943. They remained in Toronto until 1972 and 
then they moved to St. Catharines. 

‘Throughout the years they maintained a very close contact 
with Coniston, visiting their friends and relatives. Bill passed 
away in 1976 and Magda still lives in St. Catharines. 
She visits her sister Sophie Wroblewski in town frequently. 


NESBITT, Arthur J. 

Arthur Nesbitt was born in Carleton Place in 1885. His 
wife, Lilly Farnel, whom he married in 1909 was born in 
Beachburg, Ontario, in 1892. 

‘The Nesbitts farmed at Westmeath prior to going to 
Victoria Mine in 1911 with their infant daughter Vada. 
Marion, their second child, was born at Victoria Mine. 

In 1913, the family moved to Sudbury, and in 1915 they 
came to Coniston where Arthur worked as a skimmer at the 
Coniston smelter. 

Four more children were born to the Nesbitts in Coniston, 
Carl, Dorothy, Ruth and Glenn. Glenn died at the age of 
‘two. The children were educated in Coniston, and Vada, 
Dorothy and Ruth also attended Sudbury Business College. 

"The Nesbitt family was active in the Anglican Church and 
‘community affairs. Vada married Ken MacRae and lived 
in Sudbury until her death in 1970. Marion married Wilfred 
Patterson who worked for INCO in Coniston in the plate 
shop and after his retirement moved to Bracebridge. Car, 
who started to work for INCO in Coniston, married 
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Lily and Arthur Nesbit. 


Margaret Learned of Frood. He served on the McKim 
‘Township Council for several years as both councillor and 
reeve. He moved to Thompson, Manitoba, vhere he had 
the responsibility of helping to set up the local government 
district of Mystery Lake and the townsite of Thompson. 
When the town became incorporated he became its first 
Mayor. 

He has the distinction of having a public school in 
Sudbury named after him and the arena in Thompson is 
called the Carl A. Nesbitt Arena. Upon retiring he moved 
to Carman, Manitoba. 

Dorothy married Bill Walker, a Coniston lad, and is 
presently residing on the Kingsway, Sudbury, 

Ruth married Donald Keir and she lives on the Coniston- 
Garson Road in Garson. 

‘Arthur passed away in 1950 and Lilly, his wife, in 1956. 


THE NORQUAYS 

Jack and Jim Norquay arrived in Coniston in 1912 and 
went into partnership in a general store with a relative, Basil 
MeMillan: 

They purchased the land, buildings, and business from 
Mr. Darrach who moved to Copper Cliff to establish 
business with Mr. Racicot. The Coniston business occupied 
the property at the corner of Edward Ave. and Caruso St 

‘McMillan left the business the following year, and it 
became known as Norquay Brothers, General Merchants, 
The two partners were joined by a younger brother, Bill, 





The Norquay family, left to right; Jim, Jack, Margaret MeDougell 
(nee: Norquay) Tom and Bill. 





a couple of years later. The brothers carried on the business 
until it was sold to Mr. Art Wilkinson in 1946. The buildings 
and business changed ownership again in 1971 and finally 
burned down in June, 1976. 


Jack was the oldest of the brothers, born in 1875 in Port 
Dover, Ontario, and raised near Manitowaning on a farm, 
He worked for a number of years in the Ontario forest 
industry as a lumberjack before coming to Coniston to go 
into business. In 1928 he married a Coniston girl, Marjorie 
‘Steward, and they lived at 142 Romford Road in a house 
now owned by Mr. Dumont and known as 4136 Bancroft 
Drive. Jack retired from the business in 1938 due to illness 
and they moved to Sudbury where they resided until his 
death in 1967. His widow Marjorie remained in Sudbury 
She died in early 1982. 

Their son, Tom was born in 1929. He was educated in 
Sudbury and Hiaileybury, and served with the R.C.A.F. He 
married a Sudbury nurse, Moire McCracken in 1953. He 
is employed as a mining engineer with INCO in Sudbury, 
although they spent a number of years in Manitoba. They 
have a daughter, Sheila living in Sudbury, and a son, David, 
in Thunder Bay, both unmarried, 


Jim Norquay was born in Port Dover, Ontario in 1878. 
He was educated in Manitowaning and Owen Sound and 
worked as a lumberjack and clerk before coming to Coniston 
in 1913, with his brother Jack, In 1917 he married a music 
teacher, Miss Mabel Plewes, from Markdale. They built a 
home at 68 Edward Ave. which is now owned by Mr. Paul 
Desautels. Jim retired from the business due to ill health 
in 1944 living in Coniston until his death in 1954. His widow 
moved to Sudbury and died in 1958. Jim and Mabel had 
three children; James, Isabel and Edward. 

James was born in 1919 and was educated in Coniston 
and Toronto, He became a United Church Minister serving 
for many years in Alberta and later in Toronto, He married 
Toronto girl, Margaret Dillon, in 1949 and they had three 
children; Sarah, Naomi and Robert. James died in 1980 and 
his family still resides in Toronto. 


Isabel was born in 1921 and received her education in 
Coniston and Toronto. She became a Medical Doctor and 
practised her profession until she married Charles Young 
in 1948. Charlie was a Metallurgical Engineer, employed by 
INCO until his retirement in 1978 and now lives in Walden, 
‘The Youngs have six children; Adrian Vance in Espanola, 
Harold in Australia, Alex and Phillip in Sudbury, Frank 
in London and Eleanor in Waterloo. 


Edward was born in 1925 and was educated in Coniston, 
and served in the Royal Canadian Navy during World War 
IL, He worked for INCO in the Maintenance Department. 
He married Georgina Jean in 1958 and they had five 
children; Dianne, Mark and Susanne of Sudbury, James and 
Cathy of Edmonton. Edward died in 1979 as a result of an 
aircraft accident and his widow still resides in Sudbury. 

‘The youngest brother in the business, Bill, was born in 
1888 in Manitowaning, Ontario. He received his education 
in Manitowaning and Owen Sound, before joining his 
brothers in the Coniston business in 1915. He never married 
and maintained a residence at “The Club” in Coniston until 
the business was finally sold in 1946. He retired to 
Manitowaning where he lived with another brother, Tom, 
until his death in 1956. 
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Hanna, Ann and Dennis O'Brien 


O'BRIEN, Dennis 

Dennis O’Brien was born in Lyndoch, Ontario. His wife, 
Hannah Butler, came from Brudenell, Ontario. She was the 
daughter of Peter Butler, one of the eatly settlers in Coniston 
who came here in the early 1900's to farm. 

Peter encouraged his children to settle in this area, and 
that is how his daughter and son-in-law came about being 
here. 

During the time that the railroad was being constructed 
in this community, which at that time had no name, Dennis 
and Hannah set up a general store, and business boomed 
accommodating the railway crews. 

Being an unorganized community without a name, there 
was no way of getting any mail to the people, and one had 
to go all the way to Sudbury to receive anything. 

Dennis took it upon himself to approach the government 
for mail services and was informed that the community had 
to have a name before services could be considered. The 
search for a name commenced and a railway construction 
superintendent suggested “Coniston” based on a novel he 
was reading about the Coniston Lake District in Northern 
England. They called it Coniston because it resembled 
England's Coniston Lake area. The name was accepted and 
a community was born, and it could be said that Dennis 
O'Brien was the father of this community. 

Dennis was not only responsible for the name of the town 
but also was the first Postmaster, 

‘The O”Briens had five children who were born and raised 
in Coniston: Anne, Inez, Margaret, Norma and Mary 

They operated a general store and post office in the old 
Coniston location until the Mond Nickel Company put up 
a new home and post office on Second Avenue. The 
property where the new post office was built was originally 
‘owned by the Butlers and the O"Briens. The building was 
‘completed around 1912, and the O'Briens moved the post 
office to that location. It has remained in the family ever 
since. 

‘The O’Brien girls went to the Coniston Separate and 
Continuation Schools and some went on to St, Joseph’s 
College in North Bay. 

There were two that became stenographers, and three that 
became registered nurses. 
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Anne is now Mrs. Tom Hoare, and her sister Margaret 
still resides in Coniston. Tom manages the Post Office. Inez 
married T.J.Commons and lives in Capreol. 

Mary and Norma are now deceased 

Dennis O’Brien not only provided this town with its name 
but took an active part in the political life. He was a 
Separate School Trustee as far back as 1918. For a number 
of years he served on the Neelon-Garson Township Council. 

It can be said that the O'Brien name has earned a place 
in this town and will long be remembered. 


OLIVIER, D'Arcy 

D'Arcy Olivier was born in Ottawa in 1870, When he was 
five years old, his mother passed away and he and his 
brother and two sisters were placed in an orphanage, where 
he remained for the next seven years. When he was old 
enough, he went to work for the CPR between Sudbury and 
Biscotasing, 

In 1884 he was in Sturgeon Falls attending school. When 
he finished he went to work for Michaud & Gauthier as a 
store clerk. A year later he headed for Chapleau in search 
of work. He then moved to Wahnapitae and worked as a 
timber culler. He held on to that job for seven years. As 
well he helped to run the family store in Wahnapitae for 
some six years. 

He married Lucy Demore and they had seven children: 
Violet who operated the Olivier General Store in Coniston; 
Olive (Mrs. Arthur); Claude who settled in Detroit; Albert 
who worked in Coniston, organized the Coniston Citizens 








D'Arey Olivier 


Band, and was the band leader for several years; Walter who 
passed away at an early age. Albert, Claude, Olive and 
Violet are now deceased. Fred went 10 work for INCO in 
the lab and is now retired and lives in Sudbury. Laura 
‘married Mr. Durkee, owner of a Sudbury construction firm, 
and resides in Ottawa. 

In 1900 they moved to Victoria Mine and ran a general 
store there. In 1913 his father Edmond and brother Eli had. 
built a general store in Coniston and D'Arcy moved 10 
Coniston to jointly operate the store. 

D'Arey's first wife had passed away and in 1914 he 
‘married Emma Bedard. 

His second family were nine children: Cecile (Mrs. 
























Munroe) lives in Timmins; Leo lives in Coniston and worked 
at INCO as a mechanic, and for many years, was the 
Coniston Fire Chief; Adolphe lives in Hamilton, Emma is 
Mrs, Belanger and lives in Sudbury; Gloria is Mrs. Joe 
Desjardins and resides in Coniston; Therese is Mrs. Senner 
and lives in Sudbury; Prosper lives in Wahnapitae; Josette 
is Mrs, Gaudet and resides in Iroquois Falls; Annette is Mrs, 
Kennedy and lives in Lively. 

In 1931 D’Arey became the Municipal Clerk and 
Treasurer for the Township of Neelon and Garson, which 
‘included Coniston, In 1934 when Coniston became 
incorporated as a town, he became the Clerk-Treasurer for 
the Town of Coniston and remained in this post until 1945. 
He was also on the Separate School Board. 

D'Arcy remained the Clerk-Treasurer until he retired, and 
then his son Prosper took over the position. Prosper now 
works for the Town of Nickel Centre. 

D'Arcy passed away in 1957 at the age of 86 and his wife 
Emma died in 1969, 


OLIVIER, Eli 

‘The Olivier name is a familiar one in the town of 
Coniston, having its first son arrive to settle in 1911 
Edmond Olivier had lived in Victoria Mines and worked as 
a millwright. When he heard that a smelter was to be built 
in Coniston, he came with his son Eli to build the homestead 
and a general store. His other son D'Arcy had stayed on 
in Victoria Mines to tend the store there, but in 1913 his 
family also came to Coniston, and the E.& D. Olivier 
General Store came into being. It was operated by the 
brothers until 1920, then by one of D’Arcy’s daughters, 
Violet, until it was closed in the early 1960's. 

Eli worked for the Mond Nickel Company and later 
INCO retiring in 1940. In 1892 he had married Aurore 
Mayer and had eight sons: D’Arcy is now deceased, had at 
one time lived and operated a store in Hornepayne; 
Lectance, also deceased, worked at Falconbridge; Clovis was 
‘married fo Aurore Lafrance and worked in Coniston, also 
deceased; Adolphe married Jeannie Sorenson, was on the 
INCO police force for 34 years, and still resides in Coniston; 
Renaldo (Dado) worked in Falconbridge, is married to 


The Oliver boys: front left to right; Wilfred, Camille, Mrs. & Mr. 
Eli Olivier, Eugene, Back row; Darcy, Lectance, Clovis, Adolphe 
& Renaldo, 





The Olivier girs; front Mr. & Mrs. Eli Olivier, Back left to right; 
Nellie Prevost, Irene Turner, Lena Copps, Alma Boulay, Eugenie 
MacNeil 





Dorothy Lafrance and lives in Skead; Wilfred married to 
Isabelle Leblanc of Blind River, spent 40 years working for 
INCO, and still lives in Coniston; Camille is married to 
Francis Davis from Parry Sound, has worked at the plant 
for many years, and lives in Coniston; Eugene, who married 
Aileen McKerral, served in the Second World War, was shot 
down over Belgium and was a prisoner of war for a year 
and a half. Upon his return he owned and operated the 
Olivier Esso Service Station which was a landmark at the 
corner of Second Avenue and Concession Street. Eugene 
is deceased. 

There were also five girls: Irene, Nellie, Lena, Alma and 
Eugenie. Irene is Mrs. Turner and resides in Utah, Lena 
married Ted Copps and lives in Calgary, Alma became Mrs. 
Joe Boulay and lives in Mooscheart, Chicago. Eugenie 
married Don MacNeil and resides in Nova Scotia, Nellie, 
who became Mrs. Prevost, is now deceased, 

There are a number of Eli’s and Aurore’s grandchildren 
in this community. All the Oliviers played an important role 
in the life of this town, 


OLIVER, Giovanni 

Volpago in Treviso, Italy, was where Giovanni Oliver was 
born in 1887, and two years later Maria Bon was born there 
also. They were married in 1907 and came 10 Coniston in 
1913. 

Giovanni was a construction bricklayer and the former rec. 
tory at Our Lady of Merey Church was one of his projects 
and probably Coniston’s first brick building. For a while 
the Olivers ran a small store in what was then Old Coniston, 

‘There were six children born to Maria and Giovanni. 
Gino, the first born, died of pneumonia at 11 years of age. 
Rena (Mrs. Mario Martinello) was a homemaker living in 
Coniston, and she passed away in 1979. Emilia (Mrs. Primo 
Venturi) was a homemaker and also assisted her husband 
in operating their grocery store in Coniston where they lived. 
She died in 1974. Leo (married to Lillian Stacey) was a 
mechanic with Inco and he retired in 1980. Tiziano (married 
to Lena Crema) was a skimmer with Inco in Copper Cliff, 
and he retired in 1974, Eddie (married to Yollanda Frattini) 
was a carpenter with Inco and he retired in 1980. The three 
sons live in Coniston 
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‘The children were educated in Our Lady of Mercy School, 
and Our Lady of Mercy and later on St. Paul the Apostle 
were the family churches. 

Dirt roads, bitterly cold winters, lots of bush, no running 
water, electricity, or indoor plumbing greeted the Olivers 
upon their arrival. 

There are presently 11 grandchildren and 30 great- 
grandchildren in the Oliver Family. 


OLIVER, Luigi Fernando 

Loui, as he was called, came to Canada from Volpago, 
Province of Treviso, Italy, in the year 1905, 

He worked at Jackfish, Victoria Mines, Byng Inlet, Britt, 
Copper Cliff and Coniston, where he finally settled until 
his retirement. He got tired of packing and moving from 
‘one working place to another and in 1920 decided to go back 
to Italy, where he married Carlotta Madelina. He remained 
in Italy for some three years during which time two of his 
daughters, Rena and Ida, were born, 

In 1923 he set out again for Canada, arriving in New 
York. For some unknown reason, he was refused a transit 
visa to Canada and was placed on Elis Island to be deported 
back to Italy. In desperation Loui wired Joe Boudreau in 
Coniston, who had a farm here, asking him for assistance 
with the authorities. Boudreau was successful in convincing 
the authorities that he required some farm help and they 
allowed Loui to return to Coniston. This experience was 
‘enough for Loui who vowed not to return to Italy and face 
that kind of situation again. 











Front row left to right; Arthur, Rito, Gino, Back row left to right; 
Rena, Luigi, Carlotta and Ida Oliver 


In 1927, Loui was able to save up enough money to send 
for his wife and two daughters. The children recall a tale 
that their mother had told them about her arrival here. It 
seems that when Carlotta left sunny Italy, violets were in 
bloom, but when she arrived in Coniston and got off the 
train with no overshoes on, she was confronted with huge 
snow banks. She could not believe the country she was in. 
She slowly got used to the Canadian climate and the 
Canadian way of living. Additional children were born to 
the Olivers - Arthur, Rita and Gino. 

‘Arthur isa recently retired INCO supervisor and resides 
in Copper Cliff, Rita is now Mrs. Marcon, Ida is Mrs. 
Baldisera and Gino, better known as Penner, still resides 
in Coniston. 
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ONUSKI, Dmytro 

Dmytro Onuski came to Canada from a small farming 
village called Sarafentsi in the Ukraine in 1911 in search of 
a better life. He landed a job at Victoria Mines, later 
transferring to Coniston in 1913 where he worked for the 
Mond Nickel Company and later INCO. For many years 
he was a skimmer in the converter department 

In 1917, Dmytro married a young lady from the City of 
Toronto by the name of Vaselena Human. 

‘There were five children born to them: William, M: 
Helen, Elizabeth and Morris. They all attended the Coniston 
Separate School and later a boarding school in Kingston. 

William, the eldest, after graduating from college, 
returned to work at the Copper Cliff smelter. Mary got 
‘married and left the district 








When war broke out both William and Morris joined 
the Royal Canadian Air Force. William joined in January 
1940 and went overseas as a Leading Aircraftsman in the 
No. 110 Fighter Squadron. Being anxious to get into the air, 
he mustered to the air crew in England. He was posted back 
to Canada for training and eventually became a Pilot 
Officer. Morris, also in the RCAF, was reported missing 
after an explosion of a supply ship on the west coast, and 
later declared dead. 

Dmytro, in poor health, passed away at the age of 60. 
His sister, Mrs. Babij, still lives in Coniston. 


PACHKOWSKI, Fred 

Fred Pachkowski was one of the early settlers who came 
to Canada prior to the First World War and settled in the 
Dauphin, Manitoba area. He later went to farm around 
Ethelbert 

‘There were five children in the family when Fred’s wife 
died in 1921. A year later Fred married a widow, Francis 
Pakaluk, who had one child of her own. They remained in 
Manitoba until 1924 when Fred decided to seek employment 
with the Mond Nickel Company in Coniston. He worked 
in the smelter in the furnace department for many years. 

The Pachkowskis were active members of the Ukrainian 
community in Coniston, very much involved with the 
Prosvita organization and the Ukrainian church. 


‘Their children were raised in Coniston, a number of them 
married and stayed in the area, while others settled in other 
parts of the province, 

Dora, Fred's stepdaughter, married Peter Hrycay. They 
raised à family in Coniston, a son Walter and daughters 
Nadia and Olga. Dora, Peter and their son Walter are now 
‘deceased. Daughters Nadia, Olga, and the grandchildren still 
live in Coniston. 


Fred and Francis Pachkowski. 


Daughter Tina married Alex Davie, raised a family in 
Coniston, and now makes her home in Sudbury. Lena 
became Mrs. Mike Tabinski. Her husband worked for the 
nickel company from 1926 until 1933 when they decided to 
leave the area and settle in Toronto. They had three children, 
Eva, Walter and Phyllis. Mary became Mrs. Mike Jaworski 
Anne married an INCO worker, Joe Seretuik. They raised 
{wo children in Coniston, Joann and Bobby. Joe continued 
to work for the nickel company until 1942 and they then 
moved to Southern Ontario and settled in Toronto where 
they sill reside. The youngest of the Pachkowski family was 
Bill, He moved to Welland where he worked for Atlas Steel, 
got married and raised a family of his own. He always had 
soft spot for Coniston and never passed up an occasion 
to come back home to visit. 

Fred Pachkowski passed away in 1944 and his wife Francis 
in 1970. Daughter Dora has since also passed away as well 
as their son Bill who died in 1980. 

‘Two of the Pachkowski daughters still live in the area 
Mary Jaworski and her husband Mike are still in Coniston, 





PACHOTA Family 

Joseph Pachota, his wife Ella and young daughter Joann 
came 10 Coniston over 40 years ago. They left the wide open 
spaces and a wheat farm at Young, Saskatchewan, to seek 
a better life in Eastern Canada. They decided to stop in 
Coniston where Ella's brother, Bill Harapiak, was living and 
employed at the INCO operations. Joe was encouraged to 
seek employment at the plant by two other westerners, Nick 
Chuey and Nick Wolohutuk, both of whom were working 
at the smelter at the time. Joe obtained a job at the Coniston 
smelter, and for the next 30 years worked between Coniston 
and Copper Cliff. 

‘There was an addition to the Pachota family in Coniston 
when Raymond Joseph was born, The two children grew 
up in this town and attended the schools here. Joann then 
graduated from the Marymount Nursing School, is now 








Left to right; Ela, Joann, Raymond Joseph & Joe Pachora. 





Mrs. Noel Price and resides in Ottawa. Raymond Joseph 
graduated from Cambrian College in Business and 
Marketing and is now employed by the CNR in Sarnia 

Both Joe and Ella were active members of the Coniston 
community. Ella worked at INCO during the war years. Joe 
took an active role in his union both as an organizer and 
à steward on the job. 

Joe passed away in 1978, and El 
Coniston. 








is still a resident of 





PAQUETTE, Xavier 

Xavier Paquette was a native of Ste. Agathe, Quebec. His 
wife Laura Patenaude was born in Embrun, Ontario. They 
farmed at Castleman, Ontario. Xavier worked on the farm 
in the summer time and did bush work in the winter. 

They had four children, Marie, Irene, Gabrielle and 
George. 

Tn 1918 after the harvest was in, Xavier decided to come 
to Coniston where he heard that the Mond Nickel Company 
was operating a smelter and work was available. He hired 
on in Coniston as a trackman. A year later he brought his 
wife and children to Coniston. 
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‘The children were raised and educated in Coniston in the 
Separate School System. The family were all members of 
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church. 

Laura Paquette passed away in 1935. 

‘The children have all married. The girls left Coniston but 
remained in the district. Marie is now Mrs, Jones and resides 
in Garson. Irene is Mrs. Gauthier and lives in Minnow Lake. 
Gabrielle also lives in Sudbury and she is Mrs. Gauthier. 
George, the youngest of the family, remained in Coniston 
and followed his father into the nickel industry. He worked 
in the smelter and later in the carpenter shop. 

‘Xavier began his career as a trackman and later, when 
the sintering plant went into operation, he worked in the 
sintering plant and remained there until his retirement in 
1946, He passed away in 1954, 

Son George is now retired and still makes his home in 
Coniston, 


PATTERSON, Wilfred 

Wilfred Patterson was born in 1900 in Bracebridge, 
‘Ontario. At the age of 20, he went west to work in 
‘Saskatchewan. Three years later on his way back home he 
stopped in Coniston where he hired on with the Mond Nickel 
Company as a boilermaker. He remained in Coniston 
working for the nickel company until he was retired in 1965. 

In 1935 he married Marion Nesbitt, a Coniston girl. They 
raised a family of two daughters, Glen who is now Mrs. 
Steve Molnar of Hamilton, and Barbara who is Mrs. Al 
Janzen of Milton, Ontario. 


Vada Nesbitt at the wheel. Marion (Nesbitt) Patterson, Wilfred 
Patterson, 





Wilfred served for nineu.en years on the Coniston Public 
‘School Board and the family was very active in the Anglican 
Church 

Upon retirement they moved to Bracebridge where 
Wilfred died in 1972 

Marion currently resides in Hamilton. 





PARADIS, Octave 

Octave Paradis and his wife Eugenie Couillard came to 
the Sudbury district and settled in Sudbury in the year 1904 
from a place called Rivière au Renard, or “Fox River” in 
English, in Quebec. 
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He was employed with the Canadian Pacific Railroad as 
section foreman and in 1909 was moved to Romford with 
his family of four: Oscar, Angeline, Doria and Adolphe. 
Edouard, Ovide, James and Thomas were born after they 
came to Coniston. 

‘Their name became very well known in this community. 
Oscar and Tom were both involved in sports activity 
especially baseball teams, both junior and senior. Oscar, 
Adolphe, Edouard, im and Tom had a total service of 209 
Years working for INCO in different capacities. Oscar will 
‘be remembered as a warehouse supervisor at the Coniston 
smelter, Adophe a welder leader in the Frood Open Pit, 
Edouard as a car repair man, Jim as a stationary engineer, 
and Tom in the maintenance department 


Five Paradis brothers and wives. Left to right: Oscar, Adolphe, 
James, Edward & Thomas 
Back row: Jeannette, Rita, Helene, Jeanet, Aline. 








Politics have also been an interest in the Paradis family 
‘Oscar and Tom both participated in Federal and Provincial 
politics. Tom spent a great deal of time in union activities, 
first as a steward and a member of Local 598 Mine Mill, 
and later as a staff representative of that same union. He 
also served on the Coniston Town Council for 11 years 

There are still five of the original family residing in the 
immediate area: Doria, Adolphe and James reside in 
Sudbury, Edouard in Cache Bay, and Tom still lives in 
Coniston. 








PARKER, Frank 

Frank Parker was the son of a machinery salesman, born 
at Guelph, Ontario, on May 12, 1887. He quit school at the 
age of 15 and went to work in a machine shop. When he 
was 20 years old he was experienced enough to land a job 
with the Dominion Bridge Company in Montreal where 
‘many young machinists had their education broadened 
before moving on to more specialized work. 

From there he went to the Ingersoll-Rand Company in 
herbrooke, Quebec, another well known training ground 
for many young men in the mining business. 

His ability on the job was not his only virtue. He was also 
a sharp baseball player. In 1914, he and his brother Alex 
came to Coniston to work in the machine shop and also 10 
‘put new life into the Mond Nickel Baseball Team. It wasn't 











At the presentation to Frank Parker, retired Master Mechanic at 
he Coniston Smelter. Left 10 right; John W. Garrow, Fred 
Murphy, Andy Walker, Frank Parker, Edgar Austin 


long until the battle was joined by Frank‘and Bert Flynn 
‘of Copper Cliff, What would have been routine ball games 
were livened up into first class attractions by the arguments 
of these two dichard players. Frank was the spokesman for 
Coniston and Bert for Copper Cliff, and Leo Durocher 
could have taken a few lessons from them, Then umpire Joe 
Rothschild would step in and yell “Shut up or out you both 
89," and that would be the end of it until the next play came 
up. 

Frank eventually became Coniston’s master mechanic and 
remained in that position until his retirement in 1952. 

Not only was he a sportsman, but also a great supporter 
of the Coniston Band. After his retirement, he remained in 
Coniston and lived at the Club. He then moved to Guelph 
and lived there with his niece. He passed away on April 19, 
1981 


PARKER, Percy 

Both Katherine and Percy Parker came from the Muskoka 
area, Katherine from a farm at Fairy Lake near Huntsville, 
and Percy from a place called Parkersville where his father 
had a lumber mill. 

Married in 1908, they arrived in Sudbury shortly after 
which Percy opened a General Store in the Johnson Block 
‘on Durham Street. The family resided on Pine Street near 
the present A&P Store, After two separate fires atthe store 
during the next few years, the Parkers decided that Coniston 
looked more prosperous and decided to move here in 1922. 

With them they brought three daughters and three sons 
George, Lonsdale and Douglas, Roberta, Vera and Grace. 
Another son had died as an infant 

They purchased property on what was then known as 
‘Third Street, being the Third Street north of the tracks, 
presently called Thomas Street, and built a building that 
served as their home and a butcher shop that supplied the 
growing town with meat. The business did well and, within 
a few years, they were able to build a larger family home 
next door to the butcher shop. 

The children were growing and as the sons got older 
they were all a great help to Mr. Parker in the shop. In the 











meantime, he had also become a Health Inspector in the 

In 1935 the family suffered a tragic loss when Roberta 
died in a drowning accident at Huntsville, The remaining 
children were soon married except for Grace, who was 
the youngest, and Doug who was still at home when he 
enlisted in the Navy in the Second World War. 





Percy and Katherine Parker's children. Left to right; George, 
Lonsdale, Roberta, Douglas, Vera 






Fok 
Katherine Parker. 





Percy Parker. 


Members of the Anglican faith, they were active members 
of their church, and Mr. Parker remained in fairly good 
health until his death in September 1953 at the age of 75. 

Katherine Parker continued to live with her daughter Vera 
Lisk in the family home and was quite active until her death 
in April 1968 at the age of 87. 

She was survived by five of her children, two of whom 
have since died, Vera in January 1977 and George in August 
1980, and by 26 grandchildren, many of whom still ive in 
Coniston to this day 

Needless to say, many great-grandchildren are also in 
Coniston and as long as Coniston is in existence a trace of 
Percy and Katherine will be here. 

Happily the family home is stil “in the family” after so 
many years and is currently owned by a grandson, Les Lisk, 








PELLETIER, Harry 

Harry and Mary Pelletier operated a butcher shop and 
general store in Victoria Mine 

‘The Pelletiers were very active in the community. They 
were staunch Presbyterians. In 1907 Harry Pelletier was the 
mover for the building of a church in that community. His 
wife Mary was a Muithead, a sister of Bob Muirhead, well 
known in Coniston, 
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In 1913 when the Mond Nickel Company closed its 
operation in Victoria Mine, the Pelletiers moved to Coniston, 
and established a butcher shop on Second Avenue. 

They continued their association with the church, and in 
1914 they were instrumental in having that ‘church 
dismantled and moved to Coniston, It was located on First 
Avenue. 

Mary Pelletier was quite an entertainer. She was known 
to have given many a rendition of Drummond’s poems while 
in residence in Coniston, 

‘There were four children in the Pelletier family, Virginia, 
Craig, Roy and Donald, 

Tn the early 1930's the Pelletiers sold their butcher shop 
and took over the operation of the Bell Telephone 
switchboard in Coniston, which they operated for many 
years. They eventually leit Coniston and moved to Toronto. 

Harry and Mary have since passed away. Some of their 
children ate still known to be around. Roy, who was in the 
Navy during World War II, eventually settled in Southern 
Ontario and was killed in a plane accident. Craig now 
makes his home in Florida, and Virginia was last known 10 
be living in Montreal, Donald’s whereabouts are unknown, 








PELLIS, Ernesto 

Ernesto Pelis was born in San Danielle in the Province 
of Udine in Italy. He married Angeline Micalutti from the 
same town and in 1911 came to Canada, 

He was employed at the Sudbury Brewery for a few years 
and saved enough money to get a large house. He then sent 
for his wife Angeline. The first thing that confronted his 
young wife was a house full of boarders which she had to 
look after for several years. 

‘Two of their children, Nella and Amy, were born in 
Sudbury. 





Ernesto, Angelina Peli 


In 1916 Ernesto decided that there was no money to be 
made working for the brewery so he moved to Coniston and 
went to work for the Mond Nickel Company. 

There were ten children born to the Pellis’. Several of 
them passed away at an early age. 

‘Their home was on Dubroy Street, now known as Edward 
Street South, and then called Polack Town 
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Besides working at the nickel plant, Ernesto and Angeline 
tried their luck at operating a general tore and later switched 
to a confectionery ot variety store. 

The family stayed in Coniston until the depression in the 
carly "30's, and then Ernesto decided to go back to work 
for the Sudbury Brewery and the family moved to Sudbury 
For many years the family operated Pellis’ Confectionery 
Store on Regent Street 

Ernesto passed away in 1962 at the age of 72, and 
‘Angeline in 1978 at the age of 91. There are still four Pellis 
children living; Amy who is now Mrs. Earl Senior lives in 
Sudbury, Inez who became Mrs. Frank Dickson, Elsie 
married Chick Cecchetto and Yvonne became Mrs. Joe 
Harris, Amy, Inez and Elsie live in Sudbury, and Yvonne 

‘spending the next two years in Indonesia with her 
husband, 

‘Amy and Inez have some fond memories of their early 
days in Coniston. 








PETRYNA, Peter 

Peter Petryna is one of the early pioneers who came to 
Canada in 1910 from the farming village of Sarafentsi in 
the Western Ukraine. His destination was Victoria Mines 
and the Mond Nickel Company until 1913 when he was 
transferred to work in Coniston, 

Pete married Nellie Woloschuk in 1912. She was a native 
of the village of Potocheska in the Ukraine. 

Nellie and Pete raised a family of five children. They also 
provided room and board for a number of single men 
working at the smelter. 

Pete was a hard worker but a bit of @ prankster on the 
job, always full of fun and liked by all. He spent many years 
working in the furnace department, in the latter years 
operating the clay mill. He retired in 1954, 





Nellie and Peter Petryna. 





Alec, Mary and Anne settled in Toronto. Mary married 
Stan Kulchyski from Garson. Anne married E. Stanger. 
Lena became Mrs. Steve Tataryn of Sudbury. Bill worked 
for INCO as an electrician, branched out on his own and 
is the owner of Petryna Electric. After living in Coniston, 
or most of his life, Bill now lives in Sudbury. Alec, Anne 
and Lena have since passed away. Mary, now a widow, 
resides in Toronto. 

Lena and Bills children are the descendants living in this 


PIGOTT, Henry 

Henry Pigott was born in 1885 in Fitzroy Harbour in the 
Ottawa Valley. In the early 1900's Henry came to Northern 
Ontario and went to work for the Mond Nickel Company 
at its power plant at Wabageshik which is near Nairn Centre. 
I was at this location that he met and married Ina Harley 
who was born in 1887 in Sault Ste. Mari, 

In 1914 when the Coniston plant was in full operation, 
Henry moved to Coniston to work in the power house, 
where he remained for many years and in the end was in 
charge of that operation until his retirement, 

‘The Pigotts had two sons Jack born in 1916 and Bill in 
1919. 


De 











Henry and Ina Pigott 








The Pigotts were very active in the community. Henry was 
an outdoorsman and loved to hunt and fish, The two boys 
were educated in the Coniston public school system. Jack 
went on to university and after a distinguished career in 
engineering at Queen’s he came to work for INCO. Bill 
ended up in the maintenance department in Coniston 
working as a machinist. Jack and Bill both saw service in 
the Second World War. Jack joined the Canadian Army 
from Queen’s University and became a Captain in the Royal 
Canadian Engineers, He served in England, France and 
Germany. Bill served in the Royal Canadian Navy as a Petty 
Officer. 

After the war Jack returned 10 INCO where he served in 
several capacities in the mining division and in the end 
became the Vice-President of the Ontario Division for 
INCO. In his latter years he went to direct the company 
operations in Australia 

Jack and his wife Irene had a family of two boys, Bill 
and Brent, Jack is now retired and resides in Barrie, but is 
a frequent visitor to this area, 

Bill married Elsie Crandall from Erindale, who was a 
school teacher here in Coniston, They had a family of two 
siris, Jill and Jane 

In 1969 Bill transferred to Garson and eventually the 
family moved there. He is now retired and lives in Garson, 





Henry took an early retirement because of health reasons 
and he and his wife Ina settled in Meaford, Ontario. Henry 
passed away in February of 1965 and Ina in March of that 
same year 


PILON, Isidore 

Isidore Pilon was born on the Sth of May, 1882, at 
Clarence Creek, Ontario. His wife, Mary Emelie Levert, was 
born in 1884 at Embrun, Ontario. 

Construction of the CPR in 1884 opened up Northern 
Ontario and many courageous families, including the Pilons 
and Leverts, established themselves in Warren. 

In 1904 Isidore and Emelie were married and settled on 
a farm in St. Charles. They were a young couple known for 
their piety and joviality 

Their first child, Isidore Jr., was born in 1905 in Sudbury 
where later on four more of their children, Elise, Bertha, 
Romeo and Leonard, were born. 


Isidore got a job with the Mond Nickel Company in 1913 
and they lived in “Old Coniston”. He remained with the 
nickel company until his retirement in 1947, 


Front row left 10 right; Romeo, Elsie, Mrs. Emélie and Mr. Isidore 
Pilon, Sister Marie Ange, Isidore Jr. Back row ef 0 righ Gerald 
Irene, Henri, Aline, Lionel, Bertha, Leonard. 





The Pilons had seven more children born in Coniston, 
These were Lionel, Donat, Aline, Irene, Marie-Ange, Lucien 
and Henri, who, when he was born in 1923, weighed only 
three pounds. 

Isidore and Emelie realized their dream when they built 
a modest home of their own on Romford Road. It was in 
this house that Marie-Ange, who in 1937 became a nun in 
the congregation of the “Sisters of Charity” in Ottawa, was 
born. Ata later date a more spacious home was built on 
the south side of the Romford tracks. 

In 1926 Donat died of pneumonia at ten years of age. 
The following year Lucien was killed in a car accident. 

In 1954 all of the family and friends gathered about their 
parents to celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary at the 
‘Club Allegri. This was followed ten years later by a Diamond 
Jubilee at which time Isidore was 83 and Emelie was 80. 

One year later, Isidore passed away, and Emelie died in 
1970, 

Elise (Mrs. Legault), Isidore J 
Coniston, 








and Henri still reside in 
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PILON, Thomas 

Tom Pilon was born in 1898 in Chénéville, Quebec. He 
had an interesting career before he settled in Coniston. In 
1914 he came to Webbwood where he had three uncles 
farming. Among other things, he ended up working in the 
bush for the Spanish River Pulp & Paper Company at $20 
per month, at Levack Mine, on the Grand Trunk Railway, 
and Algoma Steel at Sault Ste. Marie. After this, he landed 
in Montreal working as a third cook in a hotel 


Tom met his wife Armonciade Hayes, who was born in 
Buckingham, Quebec, in Espanola in 1922 and they were 
married in 1923 


Tom tired of working at so many different jobs and 
decided that he would take up barbering. He graduated as 
à barber and for the next seven years stayed in Montreal 
working for a chain of barber shops. He recalls great 
experiences in his work as a barber, having 10 provide service 
for some very well known people such as Edward Beal 
McLean, owner of the Washington Post, and Jack 
Dempsey. 


Jeannine, Tom and Armonciade Plon: 





In 1935 Tom and his wife moved to Coniston. A barber 
by the name of Bedard was leaving his business at Sam 
Sotile"s poolroom. Tom took over and recalls that haircuts 
were 50e and shaves were 25¢. There were as many as six 
barbers, some of them part-timers, operating in Coniston 
in the late 1930°s, and eventually only three survived. Tom 
found himself in a position where he had to supplement his 
income by other means. He worked as a reporter for the 
Sudbury Star, sold fire extinguishers, and collected dues for 
the Canadian Order of Foresters from Coniston members. 
‘Tom remembers some of the poor conditions in the town 
in the early days, particularly when flood waters would raise 
the creek that crossed Caruso Street and flood the entire 
neighbourhood, and the only means of getting up and down 
the street was by boat. “Those are now things of the past,”” 
Tom says. They have always found Coniston a good town 
and he and his wife remained here. Tom retired from 
barbering in 1968 and he and Mrs. Pilon are enjoying 
retirement. They have no intention of leaving Coniston. 


Their daughter Jeannine is married to Jules Dion of 
Sudbury and they now have four grandchildren. 
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PIOTTO, Lino 

Lino Piotto was born in Castello Di Godego in Italy in 
1903. At 17 years of age he found himself in Chapleau where 
he worked in the railway roundhouse, which he left 10 work 
fora rock gang operating from White River to Fort William, 
He scaled rock at Red Rock and was a wine taster at a Fort 
William winery. 

In 1925 he came to Coniston and worked for Caberlin’s 
bakery for two months before hiring on at Mond. For two 
years during the depression he alternated between being a 
Stevedore in Fort William during the summer to residing in 
Coniston in winter 

In 1933 he married a 20 year old Coniston girl, Marcellina 
Baggio, at Our Lady of Mercy Church and later the same 
year the plant reopened and Lino was rehired with Inco, 
where he retired as a mechanic in 1968, having never missed 
a shift. Before her marriage Marcellina was a housekeeper 
at one of the staff houses in town. 





Seated ef o right; Marcelina, Lino. Standing; Don, Gary 
& Evo Pioute. 





They have a family of three: Evo (married to Micheline 
Leclair); Gary (married to Nelly Nielsen) and Don (married 
to Pat Board), They all reside in the district. 

Lino attended primary schoo! in Italy and Marcellina was 
educated at Our Lady of Mercy School as were her children. 
They also attended Sheridan Tech, Nickel District and 
Cambrian College. St, Paul the Apostle was the family 
Church 

The sons are all self-employed, Evo and Gary as 
‘machinists and Don as an electrician. 

Seven grandchildren round out the family 


PODHAIJNI, Tony 

Tony Podhajni was born a farmer’s son in the Western 
Ukraine in 1902. He came to Canada to a farm in 
Saskatchewan in 1927. 

The going rate for farming at that time was $240 a year 
After two years learning the English language, Tony headed 
‘east 10 seek his fortune in the Sudbury area. 

He started to work at the Coniston smelter but during the 
depression was laid off and went to Toronto. He returned 
in 1933 to the smelter. 









Tony and Anne Podhaini. 


He married a Coniston girl, Anne Kliminik, who is now 
deceased, 

He spent most of his years as a tapper in the blast furnaces 
and retired in 1967. As a widower he continues (0 live in 
Coniston in his own home on William Street. 


PODOLSKI, Pete 

Born in the farming community of Chorostkiv in the 
Ukraine in 1896, Pete came to Canada, settling in Coniston 
in 1926, He worked for both Mond and INCO until the 
depression and, like many others, was laid off and did not 
return to work at the smelter until the economy started to 
pick up. 

Besides working in the furnace department, Pete decided 
to try his luck at business, and for the next twenty years 
operated a pool room. During the early 1940 it was a 
popular meeting place for the volunteer organizers of the 
Mine Mill Union, 

Pete retired in 1959, married a widow, Josephine Kuly, 
from Winnipeg, and they made their home at his summer 
cottage at Stinson until 1968, They then moved to St. 
Catharines but were frequent visitors to Coniston over the 
years, Josephine passed away in 1975 and Pete in 1982. 





‘Josephine and Pete Podolski 





POIRIER, Ernest 

Ernest Poirier was born in the State of New Hampshire, 
USA, in 1897 and was raised by an uncle in Gaspé, Quebec 
having lost both his parents at an early age. 

He came to Coniston via Ottawa and worked for a 
number of lumber companies in Northern Ontario when he 
was 17. 

He worked in Coniston in 1914 when the new smelter 
started but left in 1917 to join the army 

He came back to Coniston in 1921 and started to work 
in the sintering plant with the exception of a year when he 
worked in Copper Cliff in 1932. He worked in Coniston until 
his retirement. 

In 1921 he married Laura Walker at Victoria Mines, Mrs 
Poirier worked for Mr. C.V. Corless who at the time was 
Manager of the Mond Nickel operations and whose 
residence is now known as the Coniston Community Centre 

Laura and Ernest were both active members of Our Lady 
of Mercy Church. 








Back row left to right; Claudia, Therese, Annette, Ernest, Laura, 
Front row left to right; William and Leo Poirier. 





‘The family consisted of two sons, William and Leo, 
(William died in 1978), and three daughters, Theresa (Mrs. 
W. Denniston), Annette (Mrs. F. Casas), both living in 
Sudbury, and Claudia who resides at ‘La Rouche in 
Coniston, 

‘After 38 years of service, Ernest took an early service 
pension and purchased a small home on William Street. He 
lived there for some 14 years until he passed away in 1974 
and his wife in 1979. 

Ernest was an ardent hunter and fisherman and had a 
reputation in family circles for his storytelling, 

Leo and Claudia still reside in Coniston. 


POSTRYLONY, Nykola 
Nykola Postrylony was born in 1894 in the farming village 
of Chorostkiv, Province of Galicia, in what was then 
Austria. He grew up, went to school, and served in the 
‘Austrian army during World War I. After the war he was 
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Nykola Postrslons. 


‘married and farmed until 1927. He and his wife had wo 
sons when Nykola decided to join some of his countrymen. 
in Canada who were working in Coniston. He left his wife 
and two children and departed for Canada from what was, 
now Poland, with the usual good intention of earning some 
money and returning to his homeland. 

He obtained a job with the nickel company and worked 
for a few years until the depression. For a number of years 
he was unemployed but went back to work in the Coniston 
smelter where he remained until his retirement in 1957. He 
spent the next fifteen years living with friends in Southern 
Ontario, finally returning to Coniston in 1972. He never did 
fulfill his intention of returning to his family and homeland; 
he passed away in Coniston in 1977. His wife died that same 
year in Chorostkiv and his two sons and grandchildren are 
Still living in the Ukraine. 








PRENOL, Antonio 

Antonio Prenol came to Canada from Volpago, Italy, in 
1911, He started to work for the Mond Nickel Company 
in 1913. 

In 1921, he married Emma Oliver from the same home 
town, 

Antonio worked as a mechanic in the Coniston smelter 


vot is Rem SS 
Baa & 






Reno, Flora, Maria, Antonio, Emma & Lydia Prenol. 
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‘They raised four children: Maria, now Mrs. Alfred 
Desloges, lives in Coniston; Lydia is Mrs. McGuire and lives 
in Sault Ste. Marie; Reno is an accountant. working for 
Falconbridge Ltd. and lives in Sudbury; Flora married 
George Paquette and also lives in Coniston, 

‘Antonio and Emma were members of the Club Allesti 
and active members of St. Paul the Apostle’s Church, 

Emma passed away in 1975 and Antonio in 1982. 





PREMOCK, Wasyl 

Wasyl Premock was born on January 14, 1889, in the 
farming village of Baban in the province of Bukovina in 
what was then Austria and is now in the Ukraine. Like many 
of his countrymen he came to Canada in 1910 in search of 
a better living. His first place of employment was Canadian 
Copper Company at Copper Cliff, then the Sudbury 
Brewery, and finally the Mond Nickel Company at the 
Coniston smelter. 

While in Coniston, Wasyl met Maria Rapsky who had 
come (0 this town with her sister to join their father from 
the village of Chorostkiv, Poland, in 1921. Maria and Wasyl 
were married in 1922 and raised a family of four children, 
Steve, Danny, Anne, and Helen, all of whom were born in 
Coniston. The Premocks lived in a home located in what 
is now 118 William Street. 


Wasyl, Maria and Helen Premock 





‘The depression and the uncertainty of work at the smelter 
prompted Wasyl to return to the soil so he and several others 
purchased farms in the Waterford area and left Coniston 
in 1931. Relatives visiting Waterford found several of this 
town’s pioneers such as Alex Moroz, Nick Chary, and the 
Steve Zaluski families who had settied there. 

The Premocks were frequent visitors to Coniston, and 
their daughter Helen was married to Mike Storozuk, a 
Coniston native 

‘Wasyl passed away in 1978 at the age of 89. Maria now 
has her sister Sophie, also a widow, living with her in 
Waterford. 





Front row leftto right; Donald, Raymond, Jacqueline, Anita. Back 
ro left to right; Joseph Camille & Jeanne Prevost 





PREVOST, Joseph Camille 

Joseph Camille Prevost was born in St. Pierre de 
Wakefield, Quebec. His wife, Jeanne Martel, was a native 
of Bourget, Ontario. 

Camille Spent some time in the lumber camps around 
Benny. He then decided to try law enforcement work and 
moved to the Sudbury area in 1927. He was on the Police 
Force in Sudbury, Garson and Coniston. He came to 
Coniston as Chief in the carly 1930's and, after the 
incorporation of the town, when the police work was 
contracted through Copper Cliff, he became a Sergeant in 
that department where he remained until his sudden death 
in 1953, 

The Prevosts raised and educated five children in 
Coniston. They attended the Notre Dame de la Merci Separate 
‘School. Some Went to Sudbury High School, others went 
on to Sacred Heart College, and Raymond, the eldest, 
attended St. Peter's Seminary and was ordained a priest 
He resides in Sudbury and is assigned to the Laurentian 
Hospital. Jacqueline also lives in Sudbury. Anita works for 
the Red Cross and now resides in Saskatoon. Donald is a 
supervisor in the INCO Transportation Department in 
‘Copper Cliff, but lives in Coniston. Bernard, the youngest 
son, lives in Elliot Lake, 

In the early days, in addition to being Chief of Police, 
Camille was also Chief of the Coniston Fire Brigade. The 
Prevosts were active members of Our Lady of Mercy 
Church. 

Mrs. Prevost passed away in 1967. Her son Donald and 
his family now provide the Prevost presence in Coniston, 








PRICE Family 

Verdell Price was born in Asbestos, Quebec, in 1911 and 
his wife Margaret was born in Brockville in 1913. Coniston 
was looking for hockey players so Verdell moved here 
‘August 1, 1936. He played and coached the team and when 
Frood Tigers had won the League championship, they had 
to strengthen up to go in the Allan Cup playdowns and 
Verdell joined them. They went on to win the Allan Cup. 

Verdell was working in the INCO plate shop for John 
Stacey Sr. In September 1937 he got a company house on 





Fourth Avenue, so he moved his wife and two children, Noe! 
and Calvin, up from Brockville. After that he still played 
hockey for the Copper Cliff Redmen, Conrecos and Sudbury 
Miners. The Coniston Athletic Association and the Coniston 
Legion worked together to run the kids’ hockey teams. He 
worked with Bill McLaughlin to organize the league here. 
All the hockey was played on an open air rink. Many times 
the youngsters would have to shovel off the rink before they 
could play their game. 

In December 1940, John Price was born. Margaret laughs 
now about how she had to learn to run à coal and wood 
cookstove and heater in the house, Many dinners were 
burned before she learned how to do it. Cannon Simpson, 
who was the Anglican Minister here at the time, took her 
to the Women’s Auxiliary to meet some women. She recalls 
the many happy years she had working with all of them 
‘There was Mrs. Shreeve, Mrs. Percy Johnston, Mrs. Clark, 
Mrs. Everitt, Alice Easton, Mrs. Claude Deeks, May 
Cresswell and Mrs. Betty Stacey. The women would have 
à turkey and ham supper once a year to raise money for 
the church. It was not unusual to see a big pot of potatoes 
and carrots on the stove and a 35-pound turkey in the oven 
the day of the supper. They made quilts and bedspreads 10 
raffle during the year and Margaret also served and 
knitting for the Red Cross. When the Sudbury Memorial 
Hospital was to be built, she was part of a unit formed in 
Coniston to raise money for the building fund and raised. 
enough to have a four-bed semi-private room named after 
the Coniston uni 











Left 10 right; Noel, Calvin, Margaret, Verdell & John Price. 





The Scouts were formed here under Mr. Jack Rogerson 
and the Cubs by Jim Metcalfe, Argyle Eastwood and Verdell 
Price. In the Anglican Church there was a boxstove for 
heating, so early Sunday mornings Albert Shreeve, Noel and 
Calvin Price would have to go there to start the fire early 
enough to warm the church for Sunday School and church 
services. The three of them were Boy Scouts and would get 
a badge for doing this. Noel Price was made the first Queen 
Scout in Coniston, 

‘The three Price boys all went to Public and High School 
in Coniston. They took part in all kinds of sports, but liked 
hockey the best. They all played Region Hockey in Coniston. 
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‘Noel played Junior Hockey in Falconbridge and was picked 
up by the Maple Leafs of Toronto. At sixteen, he went 10 
‘St. Mike's and played for them until he was 20, and then 
went to Winnipeg. He played many places after that and 
got to be known as “Suitcase Price.” In Springfield under 
Eddie Shore he was the best defenseman in the league for 
three years. In 1967 Montreal Canadiens picked him up and 
they won the Stanley Cup that year. Calvin played all his 
hockey in the district. John went to St. Mary's and 
Goderich, Red Deer, Alberta, and Knoxville, Tennessee. 

In 1950 the pilot mill was opened in Coniston and Verdell 
was made shift maintenance foreman, then smelter 
maintenance foreman in 1955. Verdell retired as Area Co- 
‘ordinator for Maintenance in 1972, when the Coniston Plant 
was closed. 

The three Price boys are all married. Noel and his wife 
Joann live in Ottawa with their two children, Joel and 
‘Christine; Calvin and his wife Deanna live in Coniston with 
their two children, Tim and Kara; and John and his wife 
Gail live in Olds, Alberta, with their three children, Noel, 
‘Tammy and Jamie. The three boys al still play hockey and 
ball for the Old Timers. 

Since Verdell retired he curls and golfs with the 
pensioners. Both he and Margaret still like to travel, and 
their favourite spot for the winters is Hawaii 











PUGLIESE Family 

Stanley (Stanislao) Pugliese was born in Cellara, Calabria, 
Italy and came to Canada in the early 1900's. He worked 
in a variety of jobs, in the bush camps, for the CPR, and 
at Victoria Mine. In 1914 he was operating a store in 
Espanola. In 1918 he had moved to Garson and started a 
sore in that town. He moved to Coniston in 1921 again 
opening a store on what was Second Street and now is 
Caruso Street 

Giovanna (Jenny) Jocando came to Canada from 
Catanzara, Calabria in Italy with her mother, and settled 


Front row left to right; Joseph Joconde, Jennie (Jocondo) Pugliese, 
‘Angelina Jocondo. Back row left to right; Stanley Pugliese, Bruno 
‘Tocondo, 
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in Coniston. Stanley and Jenny were married in Coniston 
in 1922. There were five children in the Pugliese family. The 
oldest was Tom, then Mildred, Marguerite, Vincent and 
Jean, 

‘The children grew up in Coniston and attended Coniston 
Separate School. The family were members of Our Lady 
of Mercy Church. 

‘Tom went to University and Vincent went to College in 
Toronto. 

Stanley operated the store in Coniston until 1969. 

Tom became a musician. He now operates a music store 
in Sudbury and makes his home there. Mildred is a 
bookkeeper and makes her home in Sudbury. Marguerite 
works for Ontario Housing and resides in North Bay 
Vincent operated a radio, TV and appliance business 
Coniston for a number of years. He now works in the 
appliance division at Sears and makes his home in Sudbury 
Jean works for Ontario Hydro and resides in North Bay. 

Stanley passed away in 1978. His wife Jenny still resides 
in Coniston, 





QUESNEL, Wilfrid 

Wilfrid Quesnel was born in Mattawa, Ontario, and his 
wife Marie in Sudbury. The couple were married in Coniston 
in 1926 and raised a family of four children, Leopold, 
Jeannine, Normand and Pauline. 

Wilfrid worked in the Coniston Smelter as a painter in 
the mechanical department. He retired in 1963. 

Leo followed his father into the nickel industry and is now 
a yard boss with INCO. Jeannine is a nurse, Normand is 
a truck driver, and Pauline a housewife. 

‘After many years of involvement in the Coniston 
community, the Quesnels now make their home in Sudbury. 


RAINVILLE, Elie 

Elie Rainville was born in Pointe Gatineau, Quebec. His 
‘wife Malbina was a native of Chelmsford. Elie was employed 
with Mond Nickel Company at Victoria Mine and came to 
Coniston in 1913 with the rest of the population when the 
smelter closed down. 

‘There were seven children in the Rainville family. The 
oldest was Elie Jr., and the others were John, Paul, Violet, 
August, Virginia and Romeo. 

The Rainville men had prospecting in their blood. Elie 
Sr. prospected from time to time as a sideline and so did 
sons Elie and Paul, Sons August and Paul like their father 
also worked in the nickel industry 

The Rainville boys were good athletes. Elie was a very 
good hockey player, and also played lacrosse and baseball 
in the early days 

Elie Sr. worked in the furnace department of the Coniston 
smelter. He was a charge floor foreman until his retirement, 
Both Elie and Malbina have since passed away. 

Two of their sons still ae in the area, August and Elie Jr. 





RANNELLI, Frank 

Frank Rannelli came to Canada via U.S. and worked for 
the railroad in the early 1900's. 

Frank married Katherine Napierville and they had nine 
children, Three of them died at an early age from diphtheria. 

Frank came to Coniston in 1911 as a CNR section 
foreman in the east side of Coniston and lived in the section 
house. 

His wife passed away and Frank was left with five 
children, Joe, May, Raymond, Guerino and Lilly 

Joe and Raymond were in the First World War and then 
to work for the railroad. Joe was with the CNR and 
Raymond with the CPR. 





Left to right: Rose, Mary, Margaret, Tony and Mrs. Mary and 
Mr. Joe Calendino 


May married a section hand in Coniston, Joe Calendino. 
A number of the family still live in Coniston. The oldest 
of the family was Tony who lives in Coniston and operates 
Tony's Taxi. Louis, Mary and Annie, who is married to 
A. Pilotte, also live in Coniston. Margaret resides in Orillia, 
Rose Calendino married a former Coniston boy, Red 
Lepage, who served on the Coniston Town Council. They 
now live in Sudbury. Joe and May Calendino passed away, 
she in 1942 and he in 1962. 

Frank Rannelli remarried in 1916 10 Jennie Burridge, and 
they had a family of four children, two of them, Julia and 
Bertha, still living. Bertha became Mrs. Paul Brizer, Julia 
married J. Birmingham and they live in Sudbury 

Frank continued to work for the CNR until his retirement. 
When he left the section house he built a home on Allan 
Street where he remained until he passed away in 1947 at 
the age of 85, 
lly, the youngest of Frank's first family, remained in 
Coniston and married Arthur Glibbery who served in the 
British Navy and came to Coniston in 1927 to work for 
Mond Nickel and play soccer, and for many years was a 
blacksmith in the Coniston smelter. They raised a family 
of five, Lois, Roy, Kenneth, Herbert and Sylvia, Lois is a 
school teacher living in Toronto and is married to Murray 
MacDonald. Roy is a supervisor at INCO and lives in 
Sudbury, and Ken, Herbert and Sylvia (now Mrs. Lionel 
Martin) reside in Coniston. 

Arthur passed away in 1967 and Lilly now lives in North 
Bay. 











RAPSKI, Frank 

Frank Rapski left the small farming community of 
Chorostkiv in the Province of Galicia which was then part 
Of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and after World War I was 
Poland, and after World War II became part of the Ukraine. 
‘To make a new life, he came to Canada in 1912 landing a 
job in Victoria Mine. He left his wife Caroline Niemzak and 
first-born daughter Annie behind in the old country. Moving 
to Coniston from Victoria Mine in 1913, he was able to 
purchase livery stables from the construction crews that had 
been working on the smelter site, He converted one part of 
these quarters to living accommodations and the other to 
house a team of horses that he had acquired and was to own, 
for many years, providing the much needed transportation 
for goods and services in that new town. This was in addition 
to working a 12-hour shift at the plant. 


Shortly after, he sent for his wife, daughter and sister to 
join him in Coniston. The story goes that the wife, daughter 
land sister Katherine landed in Montreal and were to have 
boarded a train for Coniston. Caroline and baby Annie 
arrived, but the sister was too busy making eyes at some 
young lads and missed the train. This was the topic of 
conversation in the Rapski household for a long time to 





Seated left to right; Frank and Caroline, Standing left 10 right: 
John, Sophie, Annie and Joseph Rapsti 





Frank and Caroline wasted no time in setting up house, 
putting in a garden and a corral and sheds for chickens, 
ducks, pigs, a couple of cows and a team of horses. In the 
house there was room not only for additions to the family 
that soon came along, but also a place for a number of single 
boarders. 

‘The family grew from one, Annie (Daypuk), to four with 
the addition of John, Joseph and Sophie who passed away 
at the age of 18. 

Frank continued to work in Coniston until retirement. 
John and Joe followed their father into the nickel industry. 
‘After World War II Joe sought new fortunes in the Windsor 
area and, of the original family, he is the only one left 

‘There are a number of grand and great-grandchildren still 
around. In Coniston, Peter Daypuk, and Caroline Herman 
and her children are still representing the Rapski clan. 
Caroline still lives in the home of her grandfather, although 
it has been changed many times over the years. 
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RAPSKY, Michael 

Michael Rapsky came to Canada in 1912 from a farming 
village called Chorostkiv in the province of Galicia in what 
was then Austria, He joined his brother Frank at Victoria 
Mine, and later came to Coniston when the Mond Nickel 
Company moved its smelter. 

‘Mike bought a lot from the Dubreuils at the far end of 
William Street and built a place in which to live, Saving his 
money he proceeded to bring his children to Canada, sons 
Karol and Paul, and daughters Maria and Sophie, 

Maria married Wasyl Premock, raised four children in 
Coniston, and in 1931 moved to Waterford where she still 
resides. Sophie became Mrs. Sam Pencoff, settled in 
‘Timmins, and now makes her home in Waterford. Son Paul 
left this area in the depression, settled near his sister in 
Waterford, and is now deceased. Karl, the other son, 
remained in this area, married a Coniston girl, Annie Baby, 
and they made their home in Sudbury. He is also deceased 
but his wife and children still live in the area. 

The economic conditions of the 1930's affected Michael 
Rapsky's future. Out of a job, he decided to return to 
Poland and attempt 10 weather the storm in the land of his 
birth. He never did get the chance to return. He passed away 
in 1937 leaving his descendants in Canada. 





Left to right; Sophie, Michael, Maria Rapsky. 





REVAIS, Joseph 
Joe Revais was born in St. Esprit, Quebec in 1892. His 
parents moved 10 the St. Charles area where Joe grew up. 
His wife, Alice Branconniar, was born in Province, Rhode 
Island, and her parents also settled in the St. Charles area. 
Joe and Alice were married in 1924, Joe came to Coniston 
in 1923 and got a job with the Mond Nickel Company. He 
spent the next 25 years working in the Coniston smelter and 
eventually became a converter skimmer, a position he held 
until his retirement because of a heart ailment in 1951. 
‘They had five children; Della who became Mrs. Vince 
‘Mulville resides in Hanmer; Jeannine married Joe Cesneck 
and they lived in Virginiatown until her husband retired, 
and they have now moved back to Coniston; Grace who 
married Fern Leblanc, both well known in Coniston; 
Florence who married Phil Stark now lives in Winnipeg; the 
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‘only son, Ronald, married Evelyn Gour, a Coniston native, 
and they reside in Coniston. He is a road superintendent 
in the Transportation Department for the Municipality of 
Sudbury 





Joseph, Alice, Florence Revais 


Alice passed away in 1948, and Joe died four years later. 
Jeannine, Grace and Ronald have maintained the Revais 
presence in Coniston. 


RIVAIS, Frank Joseph 

Frank Joseph Rivais was born in Joliette, Quebec, in 1893 
and moved with his family to St. Charles. His wife Louisa 
Dupuis was a native of St. Charles. They raised a family 
of six, wo of them born in St. Charles and four in Coniston, 

‘They moved to Coniston in 1926 and Frank went to work 
at the Coniston smelter where he remained for the next 30 
Years working in the sintering plant until his retirement on 
a disability pension in 1956. 

Before coming to Coniston, Frank was a cheese maker 
in St. Charles, 

Their children were educated in Coniston with the 
exception of Stella who died at a young age in 1924 

Frank was quite an entertainer. He was a well known 
fiddler in the area and he also made wooden puppets and 
entertained many audiences. 

Daughter Aline is married and lives in Copper Clif. 
Maurice lives in Sault Ste. Marie. Leonard, Alphie and 
Claire, who is now Mrs. Stanley Smith, all live in Coniston 

Frank passed away in 1958, and Louisa now resides at 
Pioneer Manor. 









Louisa and Frank. 





RIVARD, Alex 

‘Alex Rivard arrived in Coniston with his patents in 1915 
at the tender age of one year, coming from Sudbury where 
he was born. 

At 15 years of age, in 1929, Alex was employed by Mond 
at the Smelter where he became a General Foreman in Inco's 
time and remained in that capacity until his retirement in 
1972. 

In 1939 he married a Coniston girl named Virginia Gentile 
and they had two boys Richard and David. Alex and Virginia 
had attended the Coniston Separate and Continuation 
schools as they were growing up. Their two children were 
educated in the Coniston Separate School, St. Charles 
College, Waterloo, Laurentian and Wilfred Laurier 
Universities and were parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy 
Church, as were their parents. Richard is married to Liana 
Floreani and they have three children. 

David is married to Nadia Visentin and they have one 
child, Richard is Area Manager of Community Social Work 
with the Ministry of Community & Social Services in 
Sudbury while David is Executive Director of Family 
Services for the Sault Ste. Marie district 

‘Alex remembers the dense bush that surrounded the new 
town and recals the many various types of wildlife that were 
present then. Social life consisted mainly of family 
satherings since there were not even radios then. Many 
people owned horses and he has fond memories of the 
Coniston Livery Stable owned by Mederic Laprairie and of 
the first Model T car owned by Stanley Pugliese. Virginia 
recalls the first Gray Dort car owned by her father Alberico 
Gentile and his beer deliveries with horse drawn buggies and 
sleighs. 





RIVARD Family 


Hormidas (Harry) Rivard was one of Coniston’s more 
colourful citizens. He had the courage of his convictions and 
was certain to let you know where he stood. Born in 1882 
in Chrysostome, Quebec, he became a broad axe specialist, 
in the Ottawa Valley lumber camps by the age of 17 years. 
Log houses were the order of the day and the preparation 
of the squared logs with a broad axe was his forte. 

In 1900 he moved to the booming lumber industry in Blind 
River. When camp broke up in the spring, a lady card reader 
predicted that, on his way back home, he would meet the 
‘woman he would later marry. As fate would have it, he met 
Marguerite Duhaime (born 1885) in St. Charles during a 
stopover to visit relatives, fell in love and returned to marry 
her in 1902. Rose (married to Phil Aube), Agnes (married 
to Adrien Gaudette) and Alfred (married to Stella Kirwan) 
the first of the Rivard children were born in St. Charles, 
By 1908 Harry was working at building homes in the 
Sudbury area as well as working atthe Sellwood mine shat. 
Laura was born in 1911 and Alex (married to Virginia 
Gentile) was born in Sudbury in 1914 

In 1915 Harry moved to Coniston where he was employed 
by Mond and then Inco as a carpenter where he worked 
building and maintaining the company homes as well as 
being a carpenter at the smelter. In those days the good 
‘things in life were hard to come by and many hardships were 
endured. 








Front lett right: Fred Rivard, Agnes (Rivard) Gaudete, 
Gaudette, Marguerite & Hormidas Rivard, Lucienne (Rivard) 
Taylor, Alex & Virginia (Gentile) Rivard, Back lft to right; Alex 
Hit, Sela (Kirwan) Rivard, Helen (Rivard) Hil, Syvester & Livia 
(Marcon) Rivard, Adrien Gaudette, Rose (Rivard) & Theo Aube, 
Aurelia (Risard) Fry. Missing from picture, Laura Rivard & 
Blanche (Rivard) Burke. 


Harry and Marguerite were blessed with these additional 
children. Helen (married to Alec Hill), Aurelia (married to 
W. Fry), Blanche (married to Wm. Burkett), Sylvester 
(married to Livia Marcon), and Lucienne (married to Tom 
Taylor). The children attended the Coniston Separate School 
and were parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy Church. 

Harry worked for Mond and Inco until his retirement in 
1947, During the years from 1902 and on, Marguerite was 
the loving homemaker. 

In 1954 Marguerite and Helen passed away, as did Harry 
in 1958. Laura passed away in 1968 followed by Alfred in 
1978. Alex and Sylvester both worked for Inco and are now 
retired and making use of the carpentry knowledge passed 
‘on from their father to provide them with a hobby. 


ROBERTSON, John F. 

John Robertson and his wife Ethel were born in Prince 
Edward Island, he in 1880 and she in 1882. They were 
married in Toronto on New Year's Eve, 1908. 

“John graduated from McGill University in 1909. He spent 
3 years in the British Columbia mining country before 
‘coming to Victoria Mine in 1904. Ethel was a nurse in New 
York City before moving north. 

John was the smelter superintendent for the Mond Nickel 
Company in Victoria Mine and in 1913 moved to Coniston. 
After the merger, John was made the Chief Metallurgist for 
the company and was transferred to Copper Cliff in 1931 
He continued to work there until 1946, reaching his 
retirement 

‘The Robertsons had three children: John, Peter and Ethel 
‘They were raised and educated in Coniston and went on to 
university. 

After his retirement John F. Senior moved to Toronto 
Ethel died in 1968 and John in 1969. 

Their daughter Ethel married E. Richards and moved to 
Fort Frances where they lived for many years. They had 
three daughters. Ethel moved to Winnipeg in 1946. 
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Peter went to work for the Craig Bit Company until he 
joined the RCAF and then went with U.N.R.A. In 1951 he 
joined the Massey Ferguson Company. He retired in 1970 
and moved to his farm in Erin where he still lives. 

John Jr. worked for INCO from 1933 for a number of 
years. In 1956 he moved to Falconbridge Nickel where he 
remained until his retirement in 1976. He had four 
daughters. John’s wife passed away recently, and he lives 
with his daughter Judy in Sudbury. He is enjoying his 
retirement and has fond memories of Coniston, 





ROBILLARD, Sam 

Sam Robillard and Marie Dubreuil settled in the Coniston 
area in 1896, Sam originally came from Rigaud, Quebec, 
and Marie from Mount St. Patrick, Ontario, 

‘Their children were born in this area; Minnie, William, 
Maggie and Armeline in Sudbury; Louise, Fannie and Jane 
in Coniston. 

The railroad originally brought Sam to this area. He 
worked on the CPR Toronto branch line. He later turned 
to farming. Their farm was located where InterCity 
‘Transport is located atthe present time. At first their nearest 
neighbors were Jack Hill, Garson Road, and four miles to 
the west there was the Levesque farm. 





‘The family recalls meeting bears and wolves on their way 
to the small log cabin which housed a school in Coniston, 
‘or walking to church in Wahnapitae or to Jack Halls place 
to play a friendly game of cards. Life was rough and 
primitive. 

‘All the children married and most of them remained in 
this area. Minnie (Mary) married Joe Boudreau, a railway 
‘man and dairy farmer, William went out prospecting, 
Maggie married Antoine Gravelle, farmer and lumberman, 
‘Armeline married Max Leduc, a farmer, Louise became 
Mrs. Dick Lambert, Fannie married Alex Telfer, and Jane 
married Joe McClure. 


The descendants of this family still reside in Coniston. 
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ROGERSON, Jack 

Jack Rogerson was born in Birkenhead, England, 
‘graduated from the School of Pharmacy in Liverpool, then 
spent several years in India with a pharmaceutical company. 
In Canada he worked briefly with Deloro Smelting and 
Refining Company before joining International Nickel in 
1929, 

He was married to Mary Smith, who died in 1945. They 
had a son Jack and a daughter Janet 


Jack Rogerson 


In 1951, Jack Sr. married Gertrude Schroeder, a widow 
with three children, one of whom, Hans, resided with them 
in their London home after Jack's retirement from the 
INCO laboratory in Coniston in 1963, after a long career 
here. 

Jack was a member of the Coniston Public Schoo! Board 
for 30 years, a leader in Boy Scout work, and a dedicated 
hobbyist, and a real student of entomology and 
photography. He had a very fine collection of local 
butterflies, every specimen caught and catalogued by 
himself. 








ROUSSELLE, Charles 

Charles Rousselle was born in 1888 in the Gaspé Bay 
Peninsula in the province of Quebec. He came to Ontario 
to the Wahnapitae area in 1912 and drove logs on the 
Wahnapitae water system, He then went to work for the 
CPR. Nine years later he went to work for the Mond Nickel 


Rolland, Melvina & Charles Roussel 



















Company as a trackman. He held this position until ill health 
forced him to retire on a disability pension in 1948. 
‘Charles met and married Melvina Michaud. They raised 
a family of 8 children, Pete, Leo, Armand, Jean-Paul and 
Roland who all worked for INCO and are now retired: 
Juliette who married Vic Carriere; Germaine married to Jack 
Carey who worked in the transportation department in 
Coniston and Copper Cliff and served on the Coniston 
Town Couneil - both now deceased; Jacqueline wed 10 
Roland Lecours who was a Garson miner. Leo was the 
politician in the family. He served on the Coniston Town 
Council for a number of years. 
Charlie and Melvina are now deceased, but their entire 
smily with the exception of Germaine are still living in 
‘niston. 








RUDDY, William (Bill) 

William (Bill) Ruddy and his wife Catherine came to 
Coniston in 1923. Bill was a barber by trade. He was born 
in Round Lake near Killaloe in 1896 in the Oxtawa Valley. 

His wife Catherine Foran was born in Vanborough, 
Ontario in the Ottawa Valley in 1897. 

Bill learned his barbering trade in Pembroke and 
Catherine went to Teachers College and taught school in 





Sebastapol Township, Wilno and Round Lake in the Ottawa 
Valley. 
. Bill and Catherine were married in 1921 and two years 





later ended up in Coniston where Bill set up a barber shop 
in Sam Sottile’s pool room. Bill continued his career until 
his retirement in 1966. He worked as a barber in the Coulson, 
Hotel in Sudbury for a number of years. 

‘They had five children in Coniston; Rita graduated as a 
nurse in 1944 and went on to marry Aurele Lemieux, a 
Coniston native. They now make their home in Ottawa. Roy 
worked as a machinist at INCO retired in 1982, and presently 
resides in Coniston. Jack married, raised a family in 
Coniston, and worked for INCO as a maintenance 
mechanic, He was very active in the community, served on 
the Town Council, and was a Past-President of the Lions 
Club. He passed away in 1981. Audrey worked for the 
Children's Aid Society. She became Mrs. Comptois and 
resides in Toronto. Greg is a postal clerk in the Sudbury 
Post Office and presently resides in Coniston. 

Both Catherine and Bill have passed away, Catherine in 
1962 and Bill in 1977. Some of their grandchildren are still 
in Coniston as well as sons Roy, Greg, and Jack's wife 
Elaine. 





Catherine and William Rudy 





SABOURIN, Albert 

Albert Sabourin was born in Potsdam, New York, USA, 
in 1896, His parents moved to Embrun, Ontario, in the early 
1900's. 

His wife, Leda Barbe, was born in Warren. Albert and 
Leda were married in St. Charles in 1918. 

‘Albert followed a familiar job cycle of farm, bush, mine 
and farm again. He got a job in 1922 in Coniston with the 
Mond Nickel Company, For many years he was an 
electrician in that plant and a linesman for the town of 
Coniston. He retired on a service pension in 1959. 





Laurier, Helene, Leda & Albert Sabourin. 





‘The Sabourins had two children, Helene and Laurier. 
They were raised and educated in Coniston, 

Helene was a school teacher for many years and still 
continues in that profession but in a specialized field of 
teaching deaf and hard of hearing children. 

Laurier graduated as an accountant, but instead went into 
his own business, running a fish market. 

Helene was secretary to the Cerebral Palsy Parent Council 
in Sudbury and is now on the executive of the Canadian 
Hearing Society 

‘Albert was a member of the Coniston School Board for 
25 years, many of them acting as the Chairman. 

Albert passed away in 1980 and his wife and children still 
live in Sudbury 


SANTI, Corrado 

Corrado Santi was born in 1901 in Castello Di Godego 
in Treviso, Italy. In 1922 he came to Coniston and was 
employed by Mond where he worked until 1929 when he 





Corrado and Anna Maria Santi 
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returned to Italy to stay. In 1934 he married Anna Maria 
Moretto, a hometown girl. There were five children born 
to them’ and the third born, Elide, was the only one to 
emigrate to Canada, She came to Coniston in 1959 and 
‘married Danillo Parisotto who had come to Coniston in 
1954. They have two sons; Mauricio ‘Morris’ and Ronaldo 
Roni’ 

Corrado died in Italy in 1970. 

Before coming to Canada Elide worked in a silk factory 
in Finland for seven years and then in a cotton factory in 
Switzerland for two years. 


SANTI, Gino 

Gino Santi was born in Castello Di Godego in Italy in 1903 
and twenty-three years later he came to Coniston to join his 
brother Guido who had arrived some years before. Mond 
employed him in their smelter. 

In 1931, twenty-two year old Assunta Cinel emigrated to 
Canada and came to Coniston where she and Gino were 
married. They stayed until 1932 when the family moved to 
Copper Cliff and Inco where Gino worked until his 
retirement in 195$. 

Three children: Eddie who is a merchant in Copper Cliff, 
Gloria who isa teacher, and William who owns and operates 
a restaurant in Lively were born to the couple in Copper 
Cliff. 

Gino passed away in 1957 and Assunta stil lives in their 
home on Craig Street 





Assunta, Eddy and Gino Sent. 


SANTI, Guido 

Guido Santi came to Coniston in 1916 to work for the 
Mond Nickel Company, later INGO, He was employed as 
à maintenance mechanic. 

His wife Elvira came from the same town, Castello di 
Godego, Treviso, Italy, in 1929. 

The Santis had five children, Jean, Dino, Deanna, 
Edwino, and Bruna, all born and educated in Coniston. 

Jean is Mrs. Parisotto, a housewife and sales clerk, Dino 
is a material co-ordinator at INCO, Deanna is married to 
Calvin Price and works as a legal secretary, Edwino is a 
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maintenance mechanic at INCO, and Bruna married Richy 
Caverson, a Coniston boy, and they now reside in 
Burlington. Edwino married into the Bloemmen family 

Guido passed away some time ago. Elvira stil resides in 
Coniston, as do her three children, Edwino, Deanna and 
Jean 
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Front row left to right; Bruna, Edwina. Centre; Guido, Deanna, 
Elvira. Back row; Dino, Jean Sant. 


SEELEY, George 

George, with his wife and family, came to Coniston in 
1911. A carpenter by trade, he helped to build the smelter 
and a number of homes in Coniston. He was a native of 
Arnprior where he married Phillipean Gattie and they had 
three children, Mary, Charles and Patrick 

In 1902 his wife passed away and it was in Walford where 
he met and married Agnes Sharp, settling with her and four 
children in Coniston, Joseph being the new addition to the 
family 

In 1918, a young man from Markstay by the name of 
Allan MeKerral came to work for the CNR at the diamond 
in old Coniston. Allan replaced his father who had operated 





ALL ST 
Standing left o right; Agnes (Sharpe) Seley, Visitor, Visitor, 
Pairck Seeley, Joseph Secey, Mary Louse Seeley, George Seley. 











the diamond switches for some time. It was not long before 
this young farm lad courted George’s daughter Mary, and 
in 1920 took her for his bride. 

For a number of years to come, the name of Allan 
MeKerral was well known in Coniston. Mary and Allan 
raised seven children, Alma, Aileen, George, Patrick, 
Robert, Katherine and Mary. 

Allan continued to work at the diamond until automation 
took over in 1934 and then went to work for INCO at the 
Coniston smelter. He served on the Neslon and Garson 
Council in 1933, and when Coniston was incorporated as 
à separate municipality in 1934 he was one of the first 
councillors to be elected. He remained on that Council until 
he passed away in 1956. 

‘A number of the McKerral offspring settled in other parts 
of Canada. However, Aileen Olivier and Katherine Boyd 
‘married and remained in this town thereby ensuring that 
‘there will be a Seeley-MeKerral presence here for many years 











SERETIUK, Joe 
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Joe Sereiuk a native of the Ukraine came to Coniston in the late 
twenties and was employed at the Coniston Smelter. He married 
‘Annie Pachkowski who came 10 Coniston as à young girl from 
‘Manitoba in 1924. Joe and Annie raised a family of two Joanne 
and Bobby. They were active inthe Ukrainian community both 
in the Church and the Prosvit organization. In 1942 they moved 
to Toronto where until this day they reside but maincain contact 
with relatives in town. 


SHALATYNSKI, Woitko 

Woitko Shalatynski was born in the village of Wysliwei 
in the Ukraine. He came to Canada in 1911 to Victoria Mine, 
ending up in Coniston in 1913, 

In 1920 he married Katherine Chirka who had come to 
Canada as a youngster from the Ukraine, and at the time 
Of their marriage was living in Creighton Mine. 

‘The Shalatynskis had three children born in Coniston, 
Annie, Mike and Helen, At a very young age the children 
lost their mother; Katherine passed away in 1931. 

Woitko spent many years in the furnace department, both 
in the charge floor bins and running a trolley motor car to 
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the furnaces. He retired after long service with the company 
in 1958, enjoyed a very lengthy retirement, and passed away 
in 1975, 

The three children married. Annie became Mrs. Ryan and 
settled in Virginiatown; Helen is Mrs. Starcevie, now living 
in Sudbury and Mike, who married Emma Chezzi, makes 
his home in Coniston. 


SHELEGEY, John 

John Shelegey was born in 1900 in the village of 
Kobylowoloky in Western Ukraine. He left in 1926 for 
Canada, arrived in Coniston, and found employment with 
the Mond Nickel Company. Most of John’s years with the 
company were spent working as a baleman and eleven years 
as a craneman until his retirement in 1965. 

John was married in the Ukraine to Mary Miechkota in 
1923, His wife and their son Walter came to Canada in 1939 


Back row; Walter & Anne. Front row; John & Mary Shelegey 
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just before World War II. A daughter Annie, now Mrs. Ted 
Dolhy, was born in Coniston and she and her husband still 
live here, Walter and his family also reside in Coniston and 
they are all active members of St. Michael's Ukrainian 
Church. John Shelegey was a church cantor for many years. 
Walter is on staff with INCO and Annie s a registered nurse. 

‘John passed away in 1970 and his wife Mary passed away 
in 1978. 


SHREEVE, John 

John Shreeve was born in London, England, and was 
raised and educated in Derby, England. Following his 
‘marriage to the former Sarah Winnifred Darby, they came 
to Canada in 1920. They settled first in Watertown and came 
to Coniston in 1925, 

The Shreeves were parishoners of All Saints Anglican 
Church and John was caretaker of the Public and 
Continuation Schools. 

There were five children in the Shreeve family raised and 
educated in Coniston, Winifred, now Mrs. Jasper Boyd, 
lives in Angus, Ontario. Frederick is a forester in Espanola, 
‘Alice Anne is a teacher, now Mrs. Paul Bonanler, Dorothy 
May is a nurse, now Mrs, Code of Toronto, and Albert is 
a teacher in Thornbury. 

John Shreeve was retired and at 71 years of age was 
‘mortally injured cycling when struck by a car travelling east 
to Coniston on Highway 17 in 1953. Sarah Winnifred passed 
away in 1969. 

John was a veteran of the First World War, serving with 
the Northumberland Fusiliers in France. 








SIMMS, Frank 

Frank Simms came from a small farming community 
called Little Mathoush in the Province of Quebec. He came 
10 Ontario to look for work and met his wife, Sarah Floyd, 
in Nipissing Village in the North Bay area where he did some 
farming, They married and started to raise a family. Two 
of their six children, Robert and Rheta, were born in 
Nipissing Village before Frank decided to seek his fortune 
elsewhere. 

He heard of a place called Victoria Mines and set out to 
get a job. Arriving on the scene, he boastfully told the hiring 
‘agent that he could do any job. When asked if he could fill 
the requirements of a sign painter, he said he could paint; 
‘but when questioned further admitted he had never painted 
a sign in his life. The supervisor arrived at the conclusion 
that sign painting was no place for young Frank Simms and 
steered him into the blacksmith shop to be a helper firing 
‘a cold forge and swinging a sledge hammer. Some time later 
fan incident occurred that altered Frank future with Mond 
Nickel Company. It seems that the company got into 
difficulty with an employee in the warehouse and found 
themselves badly in need of a replacement. The supervisor 
could find no one else, so he offered the job to Frank who 
had told him he could do anything. This started young 
‘Simms on a new career which eventually led him to becoming 
the Purchasing Agent for the Mond Nickel Company. 
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Frank Simms. 


Sarah Simms. 


Frank and Sarah’s family erew in Victoria Mines, with 
new additions to the family, Floyd, Margaret, Tom and 
Garnet. In 1912, when Coniston became the head office for 
Mond Nickel, the Simms family moved to Coniston. 

Sarah and Frank played an active role in the Anglican 
Church, and Frank served both on the Library Board and 
the Board of Trustees of the Public School. 

"After the Mond Nickel and INCO merger in 1929, the 
head office was moved to Copper Cliff. Frank remained in 
Coniston in the warehouse until his retirement. 








Some of the young Simms can be remembered for their 
involvement in the community, sports in particular. Tom 
was very active in both ball and hockey, and Margaret in 
Red Cross work. Tom eventually went to work in the Copper 
Cliff electrical department and took with him as his bride 
a popular Coniston school teacher, Muriel Carscallen. Tom, 
a Copper Cliff school board trustee for many a year, has 
still not lost his love for Coniston. On many occasions when 
the Coniston Ball Team were visitors against the Copper 
Cliff squad, one could see Tommy Simms risking his life 
by cheering for Coniston 


SLIMKOWICH, John 

John Slimkowich and his wife Wasylena Berezowski were 
born in the farming community of Sarafentsi in the District, 
of Horodenka in the Ukraine. Making a living on the farm 
in those days was not easy so John decided to emigrate to 
Canada in 1911. He left his wife and young son Nick behind, 














and came to Copper Cliff where he obtained employment 
with the Canadian Copper Company. By 1914 he was able 
to save enough money to send for his wife and son, and they 
arrived in Canada shortly before World War I broke out 

‘About the same time, a new smelter in Coniston had 
opened up and John decided to join a number of his 
countrymen and went to work for the Mond Nickel 
‘Company at the Coniston smelter 

In Coniston, four additional children were born to the 
Slimkowich's, son John, and daughters Mary, Helen and 
Lena, The children went to school in Coniston and the 
family were active in the Ukrainian community. They all 
participated in the cultural and recreational activities of that 





Left 10 right; The Slimkowich family Wasylena, John, Lena, Helen, 
Mary, Dolly (in front) 





John’s career at the nickel company was in the furnace 
department. For a number of years he was a tapper on one 
of the blast furnaces in the smelter. There was a certain 
amount of uncertainty in the job in the Coniston smelter. 

The merger of Mond Nickel and INCO was taking place, 
and a number of the men of ethnic origin were being 
harassed on the job. During that same period a new smelter 
in Falconbridge was opening up and John, along with a 
number of others of his countrymen, was persuaded 10 
switch allegiance and he left Coniston and went to work for 
Falconbridge Nickel Mines. In Falconbridge one additional 
child was born to the Slimkowich family, a daughter Dolly 

The family then made their home in Falconbridge but kept 
close ties and association with their friends in Coniston. 

‘Son Nick passed away at an carly age. The children grew 
up and married and the majority of them moved away from 
the area. Son John is now retired and makes his home in 
Toronto. Mary who became Mrs. Kerton is now deceased 
but lived in Hamilton. Helen is now Mrs. Cornthwaite and 
‘makes her home in Toronto. Dolly is Mrs. Hoover and lives, 
in Hamilton, Lena is Mrs. Alvin White and resides in 
Sudbury. 

John Slimkowich passed away in 1943 and his wife 
Wasjlena in 1956. Their children, although away from 
Coniston, still have fond memories of the town and 
contact with a number of their friends living here. 











SLYWCHUK, Mike 

Mike Slywehuk was born in the Ukraine. He married his 
wife Mary in 1910, and in 1913 wished her a fond farewell 
and set out for Canada to establish a new home. 

He first went to Cobalt and worked in the mines there. 
He next went to Montreal where he worked as a trackman 
with the C.P.R. In 1922 he sent for Mary and settled in 
Montreal. Their children, Annie and Peter, were born in 
Montreal 


Lena, Annie, Mike, Mary and Peter Slywchuk. 





In 1925 Mike decided to seek employment elsewhere. He 
heard about the Mond Nickel Company hiring, and decided 
to move to Coniston where he remained with the nickel 
‘company until his retirement. He built a house on East Strect 
where his youngest daughter Lena was born. 

Mike and Mary celebrated their 60th Wedding 
Anniversary in 1970. Mike passed away in 1974 and Mary 
in 1977. 

Their son Peter married Hilda Duhaime and their 
daughter Anne is Mrs. Jack Allison and both live in 
Coniston. Lena married Gerald Davis and resides on the 
West Arm of Lake Nipissing 


SMITH, Sid 

Sid Smith was born in 1897 in Renfrew. In 1914 he came 
to Wanup toa lumber camp where his father was a foreman 
and went to work piling timber for the construction in 
Toronto harbour. 


Dorothy and Sid Smith 











AA year later he got a job with the Mond Nickel Company 
in Coniston on the yard gang. He then left Coniston and 
‘went to Garson to work in the time office. A year later he 
was transferred back to Coniston in the same position. 
Office work didn't appeal to him so he quit and went 10 
work at Murray Mine. However, in 1921 he returned 10 
Coniston to remain there until his retirement. 

Tn 1917 he married Dorothy Geoffrey and they had seven 
children: Helen, Alma, George, Dorothy, Harold, Stank 
and Beryl. The children were raised and educated in 
Coniston. 

Helen married Albert Fournier, they lived here all their 
lives, and are now both deceased. ‘The three boys, Harold, 
Staniey and George all work for INCO. Harold and Stanley 
still reside in Coniston, and George in Sudbury. Alma lives 
in Garson and Beryl, who is now Mrs, Hutchinson, lives 
in Calgary. 

‘Sid had a lengthy career in the nickel plant and was retired 
with 36 years of service. He spent over 25 years as a foreman 
‘on the charge floor at the Coniston smelter. 

Sid was active in community affairs, and was an active 
member of the Coniston Lions Club. 

‘Dorothy passed away in 1961 and Sid in 1972. Their two 
sons, Harold and Stanley, maintain the Smith presence in 
Coniston. 








SOBIN, Nick 

Nick Sobin came to Coniston from St. Louis in 1928 and 
started to work in the transportation department at the 
Coniston plant. He later moved into the smelter and worked 
as a converter puncher for 16 years finally progressing to 
‘a skimmer job. 





Nick and Lena Sobin. 


Nick married Lena Todosichuk who had come to 
Coniston from Western Canada with her parents in 1925. 
‘The Sobins raised a family of two, a son Paul and a daughter 
Victoria, The children attended the Coniston public school, 
grew up, married and settled in Southern Ontario, 

Nick retired in 1960 after 29 years with the nickel 
company. The Sobins continued to make Coniston their 
home for many years after retirement. Both Lena and Nick 
are now deceased. 
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SOLISKI, Frank 

Frank Soliski and his wife Katherine were born in what 
was known as the Austria-Hungarian Empire. Later became 
Poland and now is the Ukraine 

Frank came to Canada in the early 1900's and went to 
work for the CPR. When he earned enough money, he sent 
for his wife and young daughter Anne, who came to Canada 
in 1912. 

He became a section foreman with the CPR and in his 
later years was stationed in the Wahnapitae-Stinson area 
‘The family lived in a CPR section house in Wahnapitae until 
1924. That year Frank left the CPR and came to work for 
the Mond Nickel Company in Coniston where he started 
off working on the tracks and later as a slag pot dumper 

‘The Solisk’s had four children, Anne, Mary, Joe and Bill. 
‘Anne married Nick Tachuk, a barber and pool room 
operator in Coniston. They had one daughter, Mary 
(Kutchmey) now living in Windsor. Anne passed away in 
1928. 

‘The other daughter, Mary, was active with the young 
Ukrainian cultural group in Coniston. She married Lorne 
Legris, a hockey and ball player, who worked for INCO at 
Coniston for a while and then went with Ontario Hydro in 
the Mattawa area. He is now retired and they live in North 
Bay. 

“Joe, their eldest son, served overseas in the Second World 
War and then went to work at Burwash Prison Farm as a 
Correctional Officer. He married Hilda Lajeunesse of 
Romford. Joe is now retired and living in the French River 
area, and his daughter lives in Coniston. 

William (Bill), well known in Coniston, was very active 
in sports and was a good baseball pitcher. He settled in 
Orillia and went on to coach young baseball players. He 
passed away six years ago. 








SOLSKI, John 

John was born in a farming community called Chorostkiv 
in the Province of Galicia, which at that time was under 
Austrian rule, He came to Canada in 1907 and for a while 
lived in Winnipeg. Members of his family emigrated 10 
Canada and had located in Ontario working in the smelting 
town of Victoria Mine. 


Ë 
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Joseph, Frances, John, Mary, Stanley Solski 











He married Katie Wolychyka in Transcona, Manitoba, 
in 1914, and shortly after that joined his brother and his 
unele in Coniston and commenced working for the Mond 
Nickel Company. He left Mond Nickel and Coniston in 1916 
and returned to Manitoba where he remained until 1923. 
Then he once again returned to Coniston with his wife and 
‘owo daughters, and remained in Coniston for the rest of his 
days. 

‘Katie and John had three additional children born to them 
in Coniston, Joseph, Mary and Stanley. Misfortune 
‘overtook John in 1931 when his wife Katie passed away, 
leaving him to look after a young family. 

John continued to work for the nickel company in 
Coniston for some 29 years, most of which was spent in the 
bins and smelter 

‘As a single parent, John raised four children: Frances who 
later married Walter Kilimnik, the Mayor of Coniston for 
a number of years, Joe and Stanley who took up the 
carpenter trade, and Mary, who was a secretary, married 
to Edward Laylor of Newhaven, Connecticut, and settled 
in the USA. 

John passed away in 1953, his daughter Frances and son 
Joe still reside in Sudbury, and Mary is in the USA. Stanley 
was with the Royal Canadian Air Force for a while stationed 
in Germany where he married. He then came back to 
‘Canada and worked in the Kitchener area for a number of 
years, later returning to Germany and settling there. He 
passed away two years ago. His wife Anna still resides in 
Germany 


SOLSKI, Joseph 

In 1911 in the small town of Chorostkiv in the Province 
of Galicia, then under Austrian rule, a young lad of 16, 
Joseph Solski, was saying his goodbyes to his mother, father 
and sisters on his departure for Canada to join his older 
brother John and his uncle Joseph Bobowski, who had left 
for Canada several years earlier. His intentions were to come 
to Canada, spend a few years, earn enough money to assist 
the family, and then come home and operate the family 


Front row left to right; Sandra (Solsk) Spratt, Jessie, Joseph, Annie 
‘Solski, Mary (Solski) Skakoon, Vivian (Skakoon) Cousins. Back 
‘row left to right; Nick Skakoon, Nick, Peter Solsk, Irene (Horrick) 
Solski, Mike, Bruno Sols 





farm. Little did he dream that he would never return to his 
homeland again. 

Joseph joined his brother John and uncle Joe in Victoria 
Mine and was able to obtain employment there where he 
continued to work until 1913 when he, along with many 
others, was transferred to Coniston. The usual place of 
residence for single people were the homes of their friends 
and acquaintances whose wives kept boarding houses. For 
a time Joseph got room and board at the home of Peter and 
Nellie Petryna. Later his brother John married and built a 
home, so Joseph stayed with him. 

In 1914 a young girl by the name of Anna Bialy came to 
Coniston with her mother from the old country to join her 
father who at that time was working for the Mond Nickel 
Company and had a house next door to the Petryna 
residence where young Joseph was living. Three years later, 
Anna Bialy became Joe Solski’s bride. 

Joseph bought his brother John’s home and he and Anna 
started married life on their own. As was customary in those 
days, not only did his young bride commence housework 
for herself, but along came several countrymen who lived 
with them as boarders, In addition, it was customary to have 
a large vegetable garden, a cow, some chickens and a couple 
of piglets 

Joseph and Anna had six children, Mike, Mary, Jessie, 
Bruno, Nick and Peter. The children grew up in Coniston, 
attended the Coniston Separate and Continuation Schools. 

Life in general in the Solski family was similar to that of 
many other Eastern Europeans, with early difficulties 
Blueberry picking was a holiday recess for the children as 
well as added income for the parent 

Joseph continued to work at the Coniston smelter through 
the Mond Nickel years, and later with the International 
Nickel Company. For a number of years he was a tapper 
on the blast furnaces. Poor health ended Joseph's carcer 
with the nickel company and he retired on a disability 
pension in 1947. 

Tn 1948 Anna's mother, who was now a widow residing 
in Sudbury, wanted her only daughter to move to the city 
and take over the family home there. In 1948 Joseph and 
Anna and all their children, except Mike, moved to Sudbury 
and he took over the family home in Coniston. 

‘Anna Solski passed away in 1967 and Joseph in 1969. 

‘All the Solski children still reside inthe area, five of them 
living in Sudbury. Mary, now Mrs. N. Skakoon, has a family 
of three. Bruno works for the International Nickel Company 
land has two children. Jessie and Peter still live in the family 
home. Nick is married and has a family of two children. 
He recently retired as a supervisor from INCO’s iron ore 
plant. Mike, former union leader, Mayor of Coniston and 
the Town of Nickel Centre and Vice-Chairman of the 
Regional Municipality of Sudbury, lives in the family home 
in Coniston, 








SOROKA, John 

John Soroka was born in a farming community in Poland 
and came to Canada in 1913. He worked for the CPR as 
a section hand at White River. After encountering the cold 
winters of 75 degrees below zero, he wished he had never 
left his native land. After a few years of railroading, he left 
White River for Ethelbert, Manitoba, 
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Stanley, Walter, John & Annie Soroka. 


In 1918 he married Annie Pasichnyk. Two years later in 
1920 he came to Coniston and John got a job with the Mond, 
Nickel Co, He was employed for the next thirty years until 
his retirement in 1950, with Mond Nickel and INCO. 

He had two sons; Stanley and Walter. Stanley was 
employed with the Sudbury Hydro and has recently retired, 
‘Walter is employed with INCO in the Copper Cliff carpenter 
shop. 

John and Anne were active members of the Polish 
community and Our Lady of Mercy Church. John also 
served as a Trustee on the Coniston School Board. 

John and Annie have since passed away. 

‘Their children and grandchildren still live in the area. 
Stanley lives in Sudbury and Walter lives in Coniston. 


SOROKA, Michael 

Michael Soroka was born in 1903 in the village of 
Chorostikiv in the Ukraine. He emigrated to Canada in 
1928. 

He started to work for the Mond Nickel Company and 
later continued with INCO until 1945. 





Michael and Pauline, Anne and Helen Soroka. 


In 1930 Mike journeyed to Ethelbert, Manitoba where he 
married Pauline Pasichnyk. Two daughters, Anne and 
Helen, were born to them in Coniston, and were raised and 
educated here. 
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Anne married John Swintak and they now live in 
Sudbury, They have a son and a daughter and a couple of 
grandchildren, 

Helen married Harold Rhude and lives in Falconbridge. 
‘They have two sons. 

‘Mike worked in the furnace department and ended up as 
a furnace tapper. He passed away in 1945, and Pauline 
continued to live in Coniston and raise her two daughters 


John & Pauline Chwyk and 
heir daughters Pauline and 
Patricia 


Pauline remarried in 1946 to John Chwyk, a native of 
Alberta. He came to Coniston in 1941 and worked for INCO 
until his retirement. They had two daughters, Patricia and 
Pauline. Patricia married Ray Passo and lives in Hanmer, 
and Pauline married Rudy Tenbergen and also lives in 
Hanmer. 





SOULE, William 

William Soule and his wife Jessie came to Coniston in 
1922. He worked as Electrical Superintendent with the Mond 
Nickel Company. He remained in Coniston until the merger 
of Mond and INCO and was then transferred to the Copper 
Cliff plant where he remained until his retirement. 


William and Jessie Soule. 





His wife Jessie passed away in the late 1960's and he a 
few years later. 

‘They had one son, Colin, who was killed in Germany in 
the latter part of World War II. 


SOTTILE, Salvatore 

Salvatore ‘Sam’ Sottile was born in Castreole, Italy, and 
first came to Canada in 1912. He arrived in Sudbury and 
‘worked for the railroad in Capreol, spent several years on 
and off in the Mond smelter here, worked a western harvest, 
and ran a movie house in Bracebridge before setting up his 
billiard business in Coniston in 1920. In the late twenties 
business was slack and he left to run a billiard hall in Blind 
River for a couple of years. 







































Front row left to right; Tony Sole, Norina Fama, Salvatore, 
Rost, Phil, Frank Sottile. Back row left to right; Josephine, 
Connie, Carmel, Eleanor, Anna, Mary Sottle 


In 1922 he returned to Italy and a year later he married 
Rosa Bellivia, a girl from his hometown. That same year 
Sam returned to Coniston with his bride and he resumed 
operating the billiard hall until he hired on with Inco in 1942, 
where he stayed until his retirement in 1963 as a locomotive 
mechanic, They are proud of their six daughters and three 
sons who were all born in Coniston. Josie (Mrs. J 
Archibald) is a music teacher and lives in Toronto. Mary 
(Mrs. Won, Ross) is a homemaker residing in Lively. Eleanor 
(Mrs. Greg Beaton) is an Education Clerk and makes her 
home in Coniston. Carmel (Mrs. I. MacDonald) is an 
elementary school teacher and calls British Columbia her 
home, Phil (married to Rose Ouellette) is President of Olsen- 
Sottile Insurance Brokers Inc. and lives in Niagara Falls. 
‘Anna (Mrs. A. Borsato) is a homemaker living in Capreol. 
Frank (married to R. Comtois) is a Mechanical Instructor 
at Inco and lives in Garson. Tony (married to Peggy Weir) 
is a salesman living in Sudbury and Connie is a bookkeeper- 
typist living at home. 

St. Paul the Apostle is the family church. 

‘The children attended Our Lady of Mercy and Coniston 
Continuation Schools, Cambrian and St, Michae!’s Colleges, 
North Bay Normal School, Sudbury High and the Royal 
Conservatory of Music. 

Sam vividly recalled the dense bushland and lack 
of roads, running water and electricity. There were few cars 
and the horse and buggy was the mode of transportation. 

Sam passed away January 23, 1983. Rosa lives in the 
family home, in Coniston. 

There are presently 17 grandchildren and six great- 
grandchildren in the family 


SPENCER, Alfred 

Fred was born on Calumet Island, Quebec, in 1898. He 
was educated and grew up there and at the age of 19 he 
joined the Armed Forces and fought in World War I before 
he and his family moved to Verner. In 1920 Fred moved 
to Sudbury and went to work for Deslongchamp Cartage, 
and later was a lineman for the Sudbury Hydro. 








Alfred and Marie 


‘Seated left to right; Adrienne, Lionel, Evelyn, Roger and Jean: 
nette. Standing left to right; Aldege, Ronny, Rolly, Robert, 
Leonard, Andy, and Wilbert 





He met and married Marie-Anne Grimard who was born 
in Coniston, but raised in Sudbury. In 1922 they moved to 
Coniston and Fred went to work for the Mond Nickel 
Company and the successor company INCO, where he 
remained for 41 years until his retirement at the age of 65. 

Marie-Anne and Fred raised twelve children: Eveline, 
‘Aldege, Wilbert, Roland, Adrienne, Lionel, Leonard, 
Jeannette, Ronald, Robert, André and Roger. They were 
all educated in Coniston. The boys followed their father’s 
footsteps and worked for INCO. (These were Aldege, 
Wilbert, Roland, Lionel, Leonard and Robert). Adrienne 
became a pharmacist and lives in Winnipeg, Roland is a 
delivery man, and André traveller. Eveline and Jeannette 
are both married. 

“The majority of the Spencer family reside in Coniston and 
others in the surrounding communities. 

The older boys recall their father working only three days 
a week, travelling back and forth to Copper Cliff in the dead 
‘of winter in extremely cold weather, and blueberry picking 
to supplement the family income, or fishing in the Coniston 
Creek. 
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SPENCER, James Herbert 

James Spencer and Annie Flint were married in 1897 in 
England. 

James came to Canada in 1910 to look for a job and find 
or build a house for his family. He travelled over in a cattle 
boat and ended up in Victoria Mine. Annie arrived in 1911 
with their children Edith, Mabel and Bernard who were born 
in Nottingham, England. 

James was a wood turner by trade but there was not 
much call for fine carpentry, so he took a job at the smelter 
in Victoria Mine, and in 1913 moved to Coniston. 

James was a good churchman and played a tuba in the 
Salvation Army Band. He retained his interest in band music 
and the Salvation Army, 





‘Anne and Jim Spencer 


Sigrid and Bernard Spencer. 


Annie nursed all the sick, delivered babies and was an all 
around valuable person. 

Edith and Mabel died at early ages. Bernard and his cousin 
Walter Haddon were active Boy Scouts and hockey players 
in Coniston. 

Bernard married Sigrid Botamin. He became a policeman 
and they settled in Garson, Irene, the youngest child of 
James and Annie was born in Coniston and assisted in her 
‘mother's good works. She is now Mrs. McCuaig of Sudbury. 

‘The Spencers were very active and involved in the life of 
All Saints Anglican Church. 


SQUIRES, William Silas 

William Squires was born in Baie Au Verte in 
Newfoundland. In those days, before Confederation, as a 
young lad William worked the boats between Newfoundland 
and Canada and finally came to Northern Ontario and did 
some prospecting and working in the lumber camps. 

In 1911, he met Ethel Jane Brown from Clear Lake. They 
were marred in Milnet. They raised a family of 12 children 

An 1915, William and Ethel and their first born son, Cecil, 
came 10 live in Coniston. William went to work for the 
Mond Nickel Company. 

He was an ardent fisherman and hunter and loved the 
outdoors. À good electrician, he worked in the electrical 
‘department at the smelter. 

The rest of their children were born in Coniston. 

Marina, now Mrs. Seally, lives in Coniston. Dorothy is 
Mrs. Alvin Alexander and they are farmers in Webbwood. 
Enos worked for the Ontario Hydro, is now retired, and 


22 








Ethel and Wiliam Squires. 


lives in Coniston, Ina became Mrs. Bill Jordan, lived in Pine 
Falls, Manitoba, and is now deceased. Mildred is Mrs. Lyle 
Montgomery and lives in Onaping Falls. Delina is Mrs 
Lionel Blake and lives in Lively. Lloyd worked at INCO for 
a time, later had his own business, and now resides in 
‘Timmins. Edith is a Registered Nurse, married Ed Trail, 
an electrical supervisor, residing in Coniston. Gail married 
Don Johnson and lives in Georgetown, Ontario. Cecil 
married Blanche Leclair and they are both now deceased. 

William was looking forward to retirement and the leisure 
years, Unfortunately on the eve of his retirement, May 1950, 
he suffered a stroke and passed away. Ethel carried on for 
many years looking after her family. She passed away in 
19 





There are many descendants still in this area. 


STACEY, John 

John Stacey was born and grew up in Templecombe, 
Summerset. He married Elizabeth Dyke from Salsbridge, 
Dorset. 

John came-to Canada in 1906 first stopping at Bruce 
Mines and then moving to Victoria Mine. His wife and 
daughter Alice, then 3 years old, came to Canada in 1907. 

John was a machinist at Victoria Mine and worked there 
until 1913, and then transferred to Coniston when the new 
smelter went into operation. 


Left (0 right: Glad, Lillian, Alice, Jack, Elizabeth & John Stacey 





Their son John, better known as Jack, was born in 
Victoria Mine. In 1915, Gladys was born, and Lillian in 
1917, 

John and Elizabeth were active members of All S 
Anglican Church in Coniston. 

John passed away in 1937 and Elizabeth in 1951. Their 
daughter Alice was an organist for 13 years at their church. 
She married Bill Eastin, a CNR railway man. Bill worked 
in Coniston and Copper Cliff. They settled in Copper Cliff 
where they had two daughters, Shirley now Mrs. Peers, and 
Viviane, Mrs. Ansele in Copper Clif. 

Jack kept busy playing hockey and baseball. He married 
Betty Riley. They had two children, John who lives in 
Toronto, and Anne who teaches at Garson-Faleonbridge 
High School, Anne married Jim Hann, a high school 
teacher. They reside in Coniston and have a family of four. 
She is also the organist at All Saints Anglican Church. 

Gladys was a fine softball player and a member of the 
‘Sudbury Canoe Club that won the championship in 1934, 
She married Denzil Farnel of Coniston. They lived in 
Falconbridge. They had two children, Anne of Pembroke 
and Donald of Falconbridge 

Lillian married Leo Oliver, a Coniston lad, and they reside 
in Coniston. They had two children, Brian in Sudbury, and 
Sharon in Toronto. Lillian is also an active member in the 
Church 





saints 





STALKER, Alex 

‘The Stalkers came to Coniston from Lachine, Quebec in 
the early 1920's. Alex was a plateworker by trade and 
‘worked in the Coniston plateshop. 

‘The Stalkers had two children, Alex Jr. and Gordon, who 
grew up in Coniston and attended school here. Alex Jr. 
joined the Royal Canadian Air Force during the Second 
World War and was killed in action. 








Margaret, Gordon & Alex Stalker. 


The Stalker family remained in Coniston until 1950 when 
Alex retired from INCO. They then moved to London, 
Ontario, lived there for a number of years, and are both 
now deceased. Their son Gordon still resides in London. 





STEELE, John 

John Ira Steele went west on a harvest train in 1923 from 
Gaspé Bay, Quebec, and on his return trip that fall stopped 
off in Coniston and got a job with the Mond Nickel 
Company. 

In May 1924, the following year, he went to Montreal to 
marry Fita Best. After they were married he took his bride 
to his home in Chaleur, Quebec. She remained there until 
July while he went back to work in Coniston and to prepare 
a place for his wife. 

Tra worked in Coniston until July 1933. Three daughters 
were born to the Steeles: Elizabeth, Peggy and Viola. Etta 
was expecting their fourth child when tragedy struck. Ira 
became seriously ill and passed away. Ten days later, a son 
was born, Ira John. 

‘After John passed away, Etta was given a job driving the 
men to work from Coniston to Copper Cliff. She worked 
at odd jobs to maintain an income. When her daughter 
Elizabeth was older she became a cook for the summer at 
Lakeland Lodge on the Wahnapitae and the French River 
Lodge. Etta, besides cooking, went into a nursing career. 

Etta raised the four children by herself at a time when 
there were many hardships, 


John Ira Steele 


Elizabeth is married and now lives in Richmond, Quebec; 
Peggy married and lives in Oakville, Viola lives in Sudbury 
and Ira John lives in Levack. 

During the war, Etta was able to obtain full time 
employment at the Coniston Smelter. She met and was 
courted by a bachelor, Leslie Cresswell. In 1950, Leslie, 
Sam” as he was called, decided he had had enough of the 
bachelor’s life and married Etta, 

They had one son, James, who is now married and lives 
in Redcliff, Alberta, and has provided Etta and Leslie with 
three grandchildren, Connie, Jamie and Randy. 

They devote much time to All Saints Anglican Church 
in Coniston and tend to a sizeable garden and flower beds. 


STEPHENSON, Harry 

Harry Stephenson, son of a farmer, was born in 1889 at 
Catheart, a small farming village near Brantford. 

‘After finishing high school in Brantford, he worked for 
a couple of years in a paper mill at Niagara Falls, N.Y. 
He then attended business college in Woodstock. 

He first came to work for the Mond Nickel Company in 
the accounting department in 1912. His first job was at 
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Harry and Elizabeth Stephenson. 


Garson Mine. A few months later, he was moved to 
Coniston, Two years later he became the paymaster. 

He was married in 1920 to Elizabeth Martha Walsh who 
had come with her family to Copper Cliff. 

‘The Stephensons had six children: Charlie was a 
carpenter, Peter an electrician, John a high school teacher, 
and all three are retired; Mary is a nurse, Harry Jr. is a 
‘machinist at Frood and Catharine (now Mrs. Comba) works 
ata bank in Sudbury. John and Mary live in Thunder Bay 

‘As paymaster, Harry had some harrowing experiences. 
‘At nine o’elock on the morning of July 24, 1922, in the 
‘company of Dr. C.V. Corless, Manager of Mond Nickel, 
and W.A. MacDonell, Office Manager, Harry was walking 
along the path leading from the town to the smelter, through 
the bush. It was payday and the trio had picked up the plant 
payroll of $28,500. As they approached a clump of willows 
With Harry in the lead, three masked men stepped out 
holding revolvers and commanded Harry to hand over the 
‘money. He surrendered his parcel containing silver and small 
‘banknotes. Billy MacDonell took advantage of this diversion 
to toss his parcel of money into the ditch. The bandits left 
in a huff firing a wild shot and covering their escape by 
threatening more gunfire. They took $3,400 with them. The 
bulk of the cash which was being carried by the men was 
saved. Harry's next encounter with guns took place when 
he was taking the payroll to Levack several years later. He 
was not as fortunate this time, ending up with a wound in 
the hip. 

‘Harry was transferred to the real estate department at 
Copper Cliff where he remained until 1938 when he was once 
again moved to the paymaster’s department. His knowledge 
and familiarity with the employees benefitted him, and them, 
a great deal. He was often called an “unofficial ambassador 
of good will.” 

He retired after 42 years of service in 1954. His wife 
Elizabeth passed away in 1962 and he in 1964. Four of the 
Stephensons are still in the area, 
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STEVENSON, Fred 

Fred Stevenson was born in Fredericton, N.B., in 1879. 
He came to Ontario and Victoria Mine, landing à job with 
the Mond Nickel Company in 1900 during the period that 
the smelter was being built, According to the INCO Triangle 
‘of 1936, Fred was with the mechanical department until the 
smelter went into operation and then he went to work under 
Bob Richardson. 

‘A young fellow needed a strong back and plenty of pep 
in those days he would say. He worked 7 days a week, 12 
hours a day for 16¢ an hour, and on changes of shift he 
went through 24 hours and sometimes 48 hours without a 
break. 

Fred and his wife Julia were married in Beachburg in 1903 
and their family consisted of two daughters Velva and 
Bertha, 











Fred and Julia Stevenson, 


Fred was an ardent hunter and fisherman and a great story 
teller. Well, maybe not so good a story teller at home, after 
he got caught stretching a deer hunting story by his wife, 
Julia 

His continuous service with the nickel company dated 
back to 1909 and continued until his retirement in 1941 
Besides holding the position of smelter foreman, Fred served 
on the Coniston Town Council from 1934 to 1941. 

Fred and Julia have since passed away. Their daughter 
Velva lives in Toronto, and Bertha in California 


STEWART, John Wesley 

John Wesley Stewart was born at Bancroft, Ontario, in 
1872. He was the only child of Scottish immigrants. John 
was a CPR employee and worked in various centres of 
Northern Ontario. 
in Scott Conroy was born in Webbwood, Ontario, 
in 1877, and received her education there. 

John and Lillian were married in Webbwood in 1897 and 
lived there and in Echo Bay, Ontario, before coming to live 
in à CPR house at Romford around 1908. John left the CPR 
‘and hired on with the Mond Nickel Company at the 
Coniston smelter, He worked in the yard gang until his death 
in 1931. They lived in a house at the comer of Second 
‘Avenue and Poplar Street. Lillian moved to Sudbury after 
her husband’s death, then to New Toronto where she died 





in 1969. She and John had nine children, all of whom lived 
in Coniston at one time. 

Edith Stewart was born at Webbwood in 1898. She was 
‘educated in Echo Bay and Sault Ste. Marie. She worked for 
Mond Nickel for four years before taking nurse's training 
in Toronto. She worked as a registered nurse at Toronto 
General Hospital for many years, and remained unmarried. 
She is now retired and living in New Horizons senior 
citizens’ complex in Toronto. 

Calvin Stewart was born in 1900 at Echo Bay and was 
‘educated in Coniston. He worked for Inco for a short time 
at Nairn Falls, then went with Ontario Hydro at Niagara 
Falls, He married Marion Baxter of Chippewa in 1926. They 
had two daughters, Margaret and Ruth. Calvin's wife 
Marion died in 1977 and Calvin is retired and living in 
Niagara Falls, 


Bob, Ossie & Elmer Stewart 


Marjorie Stewart was born in 1902 in Echo Bay. She was 
educated in Coniston and worked as a photographic 
assistant until her marriage in 1928 to John Norquay of 
Coniston. John died in 1967 and Marjorie died in 1982. They 
had one son Tom, and two grandchildren, Sheila and David. 
(See — Norquays in Coniston). 

Robert Stewart was born at Echo Bay in 1904. He was 
educated in Coniston, and worked as an electrician for 
INCO at Nairn Falls for many years. He married Ina Laakso 
of Beaver Lake in 1935. They had one daughter, Carol, who 
married Jim Nojouen of Nairn. Carol and Jim have a son 
Garry and a daughter Susan. Robert Stewart died in 1963 
and his wife Ina in 1976 

‘Alice Stewart was born in 1906 at Garden River, Ontario. 
‘She was educated in Coniston and Toronto and was well 
known in the Sudbury and Coniston area as a piano teacher. 
‘She married Abe Stuart of Toronto in 1948, and they lived 
in Toronto for a number of years where Abe was employed 
by Anaconda Brass. Abe died in 1979 and Alice retired in 
Mississauga. They had no children. 

‘Anne Stewart was born at Romford in 1909. She was 
educated in Coniston and took nurse’s training in Toronto. 
She married Kenneth Armstrong of Massey in 1940. The 
Armstrong lived for many years in Port Arthur, then for 

short time in Marathon, They are now retired and living 
in Port Hope, Ontario. They have two children, Paul a 
cardiologist in Kingston, and Jocelyn, a travel consultant 
in Napanee 

‘Wilma Stewart was born in 1912 in Coniston and received 








her education there. She worked in child care in Sudbury 
area and in Toronto, did not marry, and lives in retirement 
at Kitchener, Ontario. 

Elmer Stewart was born at Coniston in 1914. He received 
his education in Coniston and worked for INCO until 1941. 
He served overseas with the RCAF. He married Ruby Klein, 
a Coniston teacher, in 1937, and after the war, they lived 
in Stratford where Elmer worked for the CNR. They had 
three children, Betty, John and Nancy. Elmer died in 1970, 
and his widow lives in Stratford. 

‘Ossie Stewart was born at Coniston in 1916 and was 
educated in Coniston. He was employed by Cochrane 
Dunlop in Sudbury and Copper Cliff for a number of years, 
then operated his own general store in Webbwood, Ossie 
married Buddy Goudy at Copper Cliff in 1945. They had 
three sons, Donald, David and Bruce. Donald is employed 
as a town planner in Victoria, B.C., David works as a real 
state assessor in Toronto, and Bruce is a social worker in 
New Zealand. Ossie died in 1965 and his widow lives in 
Florida. 








STOROZUK, John 

John Storozuk left a small farming village called 
Chorostkiv in the Ukraine in 1908, He came to Canada 
and settled in the west in search of a better life. 

John married Annie Bilous from Gilbert Plains, Manitoba. 
‘They spent a number of years in Regina, Saskatchewan, where 
their first two daughters, Jessie and Mille, were born. 

In 1919 the family decided to move cast and came to 
Coniston where John got a job with the Mond Nickel 
Company. He remained in Coniston and worked at the 
smelter for many years until his retirement. 


John Storozuk family, seated left 10 right; Jessie Shenkaruk, 
‘grandchild Mildred, Annie Storozuk, Nick Bilous (Annie's father), 
John Storozuk, daughter Eleanor, Dmytro Shenkaruk, 
‘grandchild Lilian, Standing left to righ; Jean, Bill, Stella, Mike 
Storozuk, Millie Storozuk Baby, Dan Baby, (son-in-law) Mary. 





‘Six additional children were born to the Storozuks; Mary, 
Mike, Stella, Bill, Jean and Eleanor. The children received 
their education in Coniston and the family were all members 
of St. Michael’s Ukrainian Church. 

Jessie married Dmytro Shenkaruk, Millie became Mrs. Dan 
Baby, Stella is Mrs. Harry Smal, Bill married Nellie Bohush, 
Eleanor married Claude Paradis, and they all live in 
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Sudbury. Mary married Alex Zahavich and settled in Port 
Colborne. Mike married Helen Premock whose family 
originally came to Coniston and now live in Waterford. Jean 
ig Mrs. Reno Visentin and lives in Coniston. 

After John’s retirement they settled in Sudbury where the 
majority of their children were residing. Both John and 
Annie passed away in 1969, but there is still a sizeable 
Storozuk family presence in the area including Coniston. 


STOROZUK, Philip 

Philip Storozuk was born in Chorostkiv in the Ukraine 
and came to Canada in the early 1900's to settle in Western 
Canada, 

‘He married Nellie Behun and they raised a family of seven 
children; Tom and Francis born in Winnipeg, John, Annie, 
Doris, Sophie and Bill born in Coniston. 

Philip worked for the Mond Nickel Company and INCO, 
most of the time on the charge floor and in the bins in 
Coniston. Stricken with a serious illness, Philip passed away 
in 1951. 


Philip & Tom 


Tom is now retired and lives in Cleveland. Francis lived 
in Coniston for quite some time. She was married to James 
Todosachuk who worked as a carpenter in the Coniston 
shop. They moved to Kitchener and is now retired. Annie, 
Doris and Sophie married and remained in the Sudbury 
district. Doris married Bill Costello who was Chairman of 
the Committee of Adjustment for a number of years. Bill, 
the youngest son, remained in Coniston and lived with his 
mother. Both Bill and his mother have now passed away. 


SUSLA, Bill 

Bill was born in 1899 in Chorostkiv, Ukraine, He was 
raised and went to school in the Ukraine. 

‘After World War I when immigration opened to Canada, 
Bill came to this country and settled in Coniston in 1922. 
He started to work for the Mond Nickel Company. Natalie, 
soon to be his wife, came to Coniston in 1923 from a small 
neighbouring village called Postolivka, Ukraine. 

Bill and Natalie were married in Coniston in 1925 and had 
‘wo children, Anne and Wally. Bill continued working in 
Coniston until 1942 and then became a hotel owner in 
Toronto. 
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Bill and Natalie Susla and children Ann and Wally. 








A ew years later they moved on to Niagara Falls, Ontario, 


Bill retired from business in 1962 due to ill health and he 
passed away in 1963. Natalie resides in Toronto, close to 
her daughter, Anne, who married Bill Yawlak. 

‘Wally lives in Stoney Creek and is employed by Stelco. 





TABINSKI, Mike 


Mike Tabinski was a native of Ethelbert Manitoba coming 10 
Coniston in 1926 and was employed atthe smelter. In 1929 he mu 
ried Lena Pachkowski who had settled in Coniston with her parents 
{from the west in 1924. They raised a family of three, Eva, Walter 
and Phyllis, With the uncertainty of employment at the smelter 
Mike and Lena moved to Toronto in the thirties where they still 
‘reside maintaining contact wich other members of the family in 
Coniston. 


TAILLEFER, Treffle 

Treffle Taillefer was born in Wendover, Ontario, near 
Ottawa on a farm in 1896. He moved to Cache Bay where 
he grew up and helped the family run a store. He went into 
the army in 1917 and when he returned after the war to 








Treffle and Yvonne Taillefer. 


Cache Bay he married Yvonne Desbiens. Yvonne was a 
native of Baie St. Paul, Gaspé, Quebec. 

Treffle originally came to Coniston to run a butcher shop 
for John Duhaime. A couple of years with the Depression 
atits peak, the job ended: Treffle found himself hard pressed 
until he was able to get a job at the smelter starting on the 
charge floor where he remained for many years 

The Taillefers had six children: Jean, Yvette, Lucille, 
Edmond, John-Paul and Jacqueline. Jean was married 10 
Alfred Leduc, Yvette to Oscar Gauvreau, Lueille is Mrs. 
Les Chayka, and Jacqueline became Mrs. Vallier. 

Treffle and Yvonne have since passed away. Their oldest 
son, Edmond, married Doherty Belmore, a native of 
Garson, and Lucille, Les Chayka’s wife, keeps the Taillefer 
presence in Coniston. 


TANCREDI Family 

‘At 15 years of age, Tiziano Tancredi, who was born in 
1891 in Oderzo Italy, found himself in Victoria Mine, where 
he was employed by Mond. About a year later a young 13 
year old miss named Madeleine Grindato, whose hometown 
was Eybens in France, also arrived in Victoria Mine. 

In the summer of 1910 Madeleine and Tiziano were 
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Left to right; Maria Oliver, Madeleine Tancredi, Tiziano Tancred. 





married in Victoria Mine. A daughter Edith was born to 
them while they lived there. 

The family moved to Coniston in early 1914 after a short 
stay in Copper Cliff and Tiziano was employed in the 
‘mechanical department at Mond where he stayed until his 
retirement from Inco in 1956. 

Edith was educated in the Coniston Separate and 
Continuation schools and at the Sudbury Business College 
from which she graduated as a stenographer-bookkeeper. 
She now makes her home in Hamilton, 

‘The family churches were Our Lady of Mercy and later 
on St. Paul the Apostle. 

Madeleine was one of the most charitable ladies in the 
Italian community. She gave unselfishly of her time, 
spending countless hours at the hospital and in homes 
consoling and caring for the sick and acting as interpreter 
and friend, 

Tiziano’s other love was Studebaker automobiles. He was 
amongst the first in Coniston to own a car, having once 
taken more than four days to reach Toronto, with the help 
Of several teams of horses on the mud rutted roads. 

Tiziano passed away in 1974 and was predeceased by 
Madeleine in 1964. 








TELFER, Alexander Jefferson 

Alexander Jefferson Telfer was born in York Township 
in 1878. His great-grandparents were United Empire 
Loyalists who came over from the USA during the American 
Revolution and settled near Toronto in York Township 
where many of their descendants still reside today. À small 
claim to fame isa relationship to Lieutenant James Secord, 
husband of the Laura Secord of the 1812 War, being a great 
aunt of Alexander. 

‘Alexander’s wife, Catherine (Fanny) Robillard, was born 
in Sudbury in 1892 and came to Romford in 1896 with her 
parents. Catherine’s parents came from Rigaud, Quebec, 
and followed the railway as it was being built, setiled in the 
Sudbury area, and then moved to Romford. 

‘Alex came north from Toronto to do some prospecting. 
However, not being too successful in prospecting ventures, 
he decided to work for the Mond Nickel Company and later 
INCO, and remained there until his retirement in 1943. 





Catherine and Alexander Telfer. 
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‘Alex and Fanny, as she was called, played violin and piano 
at the weekend dances at Hermans’ boarding house on Cedar 
‘Street in Coniston during the years 1915-1916. 

‘Alex passed away in 1959 and Fanny in 1967. They had 
two children, Irene and Bill who still reside inthis area. Irene 
was married to the late Larry Laycock, himself a good 

Billy, or William, had quite a career with the Township 
of Necion-Garson in the early days. He held the positions 
of Clerk-Treasurer, Assessor and Tax Collector. 

‘Since 1964, he has owned his own business on Bancroft 
Drive doing mechanical work. In his spare time he is an 
active member of the Lions Club while Irene is associated 
with the Catholic Women’s League. 


THE TESSIER BROTHERS 

The Tessier brothers were natives of St. Charles and four 
of them found their way to Coniston and worked at the 
Coniston smelter. The first to arrive was Mederie who 
started to work for the Mond Nickel Company in 1933. His 
family recalls that as a souvenir of his good fortune in getting 
2 job he saved the first pay cheque stub he received. Mederic 
married Marie Ange Larocque, daughter of Napoleon 
Larocque, in 1929. His first job with the company was 
working in the roast yard which was located back of the 
smelter, close 10 the Wahnapitae River. He remained on that 
job throughout the whole period that the roast yard was in 
operation and, when it finally closed down, he was 
transferred to the smelter to the charge floor. Mederic and 
Marie Ange raised a family of five in Coniston: Armand, 
Rachel, Morris, Mederic Jr., and John Marc. The children 
remained in the area for some time but have since moved 
to other areas in the country. Mederic Jr. is close by and 
resides in Garson. John Marc took over the family home 
in Coniston and still owns the home, but he himself makes 
his home in Toronto. Mederic spent 43 years working for 
the nickel company. He passed away in 1980 at the age of 
75. Marie Ange now makes her home in Garson with 
Mederic Jr. 





Front left 10 right; Maurice and Mederie. Back row left to right; 
Armand, Rachel, Marie Ange, Mederie Tessier 
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‘Seated left to right Germain, Denise, Lucile, Andre. Standing lft 
to right; Suzanne, Paulette, Jacqueline Tessier. 


Florian was the next brother to arrive in Coniston a few 
months after Mederie. He was already married and rented 
a little house next to Xavier Paquette, the house which 
now owned by Gaston Charron. There were four children 
in that family - one boy and three girls, Rheal, Germaine, 
Therese and Annette. Florian worked in the smelter ore bins 
for many years but was later transferred to the machine shop 
and worked in the mechanical department until his 
retirement. He passed away in 1967 at the age of 70. His 
wife is also now deceased, and all their children reside in 
‘Sudbury. 





Ludger (Tom) Tessier and Cecile. 





The third brother Ludger (better known as Tom) came 
to work for the company in the mid-1930°s, He married a 
Coniston girl, Cecile Lalonde, the daughter of Ovila 
Lalonde. He spent many years working in the matte room 
Loading cars until he was transferred to Copper Cliff in 1953. 
Ludger built his own home at the north end of Edward 
Street. Their daughter Janet, who is now Mrs. Roland 
Forget, now occupies the family home. Ludger passed away 
in 1974 and Cecile now makes her home in Sudbury. 

‘The fourth of the Tessier brothers, Germain, first came 
to Coniston in 1925. He stayed at his brother Florian’s home 
and attended the newly built school under the principal 
Yvonne Giroux. He passed his high school entrance 
examinations and attended Sacred Heart College where he 
graduated with a B.A. degree in 1934. He then went on to 








teach school in St. Charles for about a year at a salary of 
cighty dollars a month, He came to work at the Coniston 
smelter for what he thought would be the summer vacation; 
the vacation lasted for 38 years with INCO, first as a 
carpenter's helper and then as a welder, and for 28 years 
as a fitst aid attendant. Germain married a Coniston girl, 
Lucille Jean. They raised a family of five - Andre, 
Jacqueline, Paulette, Susan and Denise. All their family live 
in the immediate area. Andre is an engineer with INCO, two 
of their daughters reside in Coniston, Paulette married to 
Raymond Blake and Susan married to Gilles Reausbeck. 
Germain retired from INCO in 1974. He enjoys teaching 
woodwork once in a while and works in a litte shop in the 
‘basement of his home which was built in 1924 by his wife's 
father, Sylvio Jean. He and his wife Lucille have no 
intentions of leaving Coniston. 





TODOSICHUK, Peter 

Peter Todosichuk and his wife Irene Kluchka were two 
of the early pioneers who came to Canada on the promise 
that they would be given some land to make a new life for 
themselves, 

They came from a small farming community in the 
Ukraine called Howryliwehi, 

Peter and Irene arrived in Canada with their two children, 
‘Alex and Kost, in March 1900, and took up a homestead 
‘on Section 2, Township 26, Range 30, in a place called 
Halfax, Saskatchewan. 
turally Peter, being a carpenter, built a home and a 
barn to house themselves and their livestock. 

Not satisfied, Peter traded the farm with a John Slywehuk 
for another section, where he once again built a house, a 
granary and a shop. 

Between 1900 and 1916, they had moved four times to 
four different sections of land and built homes on them, 

Five more children were born in Saskatchewan: John, 
Lena, James, Nick and Nellie. In 1916 they moved to 
Leonard, Manitoba. Peter once again went through the same 
routine of building new residences in Leonard and later in 
Rosetown, 

‘Three more children were born: Mary, Rose and Dora. 

In 1923 they tired of western farming and were convinced 
that they should go to Ontario in the Waterford area to do 





‘Lena, Sophie, Peter, Alex, Irene, Kost, John, baby Nick, James 
Todosichuk in 1911. 





some farming. After two years in Waterford, where their 
Young son George was born, they were encouraged by a 
neighbouring farmer, Alex Moroz, to move to Coniston 
where the sons would have no trouble obtaining work and 
making a good living. Alex Moroz originally came to 
Canada and settled in Coniston where he obtained 
employment at the Coniston smelter. He later also bought 
a farm at Waterford and commuted back and forth. In 1925 
Peter headed for Coniston, bought a small house at the 
extreme end of William Street and before too long 
constructed a new, larger home. 

He and several of his sons obtained work with the Mond 
Nickel Company. He returned to carpentry which he 
enjoyed, and so did some of his sons. 

‘Several members of his family stayed in the Coniston area 
while others, like Alex, went to work for the CNR. Kost 
became a policeman in Edmonton, Alberta, John headed 
for the USA and settled there, and James, Nick, Nellie, 
Mary, Rose, Dora and George spent most of their younger 
days in Coniston. Lena married Nick Sobin who worked 
at the smelter. They raised a family and stayed in Coniston 
where Nick retired. James ended up in the Coniston 
carpenter shop while Nick worked at the smelter. Nellie 
married a Levack miner by the name of Walter Solski and 
settled in that community. Mary became Mrs. Bill Deneka 
and they made Coniston their home for many years. Dora 
became Mrs. Burdenuk and settled in Sudbury as did young 
George eventually. Rose, after many years in Coniston, went 
back out west where she still lives now 

Besides being good carpenters, a number of them were 
also musically inclined. 

‘James married Frances Storozuk of Coniston, who lived 
cn the same street as the Todosichuks. James and Frances 
and some of their children played as a band at many parties, 
and continued to do so for years when they moved to 
Kitchener. 

There are still a number of Todosichuk descendants in 
the Coniston area 

Peter's grandson, Al Solski, made a name for himself in 
the Sudbury area where he was a City of Sudbury Alderman, 
later City Treasurer, and is now Chief Administrative 
Officer for the City of Brampton. 





TONIOLO Family 

Fort William and the CPR were the first stops for 
Valentino Toniolo when he arrived in Canada in 1907 from 
Loria, Treviso, in Italy, where he was born in 1884, In 1910 
he was in Coniston ready to help Mond with their new 
‘Smelter. In 1920 Amelia Cerantola came to Coniston and 
before long the two were wed in Our Lady of Mercy Church. 

‘There were two children born to them; Ontario “Bret” 
(married to Mona Lalonde), and Ilaria ‘Yayo’ (married to 
Fernande Lalonde). They went to school in Coniston, 
attending Our Lady of Mercy Separate and Coniston 
Continuation Schools and are parishioners of Our Lady of 
Mercy and St. Paul the Apostle Churches. 

Bret has owned and operated his own business, Coniston 
Radio Shop, for many years, and Ilario went to work for 
Inco in 1941 and retired as a General Foreman in 1982. Both 
oys have a family of four children each. Bret has served 
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Left to right; Amelia, lario, Ontario, Valentino Toniolo 





as President of both the Lion’s 
latter for several years 

Many can recall when Valentino would show up for work 
in the morning 100 early to punch in so he would proceed 
to his place of work, get an hour or so headstart and then 
return to the clock alley to await the 7.00 a.m. whistle so 
he could punch in. He retired in 1949. Amelia was an avid 
blueberry picker and more than one youngster learned from 
her knowhow. 

‘Amelia passed away in 1955 and was joined by Valentino 
one year later. 


Club and Club Allegri. The 


TOTINO Fami 





It is difficult to speak of Coniston’s history without 


referring to Notre Dame De La Merci Church, the church 
of St. Paul the Apostle, the Coniston Band and Club Allegri 
Their development is partly influenced by the fact that 
Francesco Totino, born in Lacurso, Italy, in 1878, decided 
to come to Coniston many years later 

Francesco married 19 year old Emmanuela Calibraro in 
his hometown in 1902, The family’s first new arrival was 
Giovanna followed by Vito (married to Marie Swan) and 











Emmanuela, Frank and Francesco Totino. 
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Daniel ‘Dan’ (married to Marina Franchetto). In the fall 
of 1922 Frank came 10 Canada via the USA and made 
Coniston his new home and Mond his place of work. 

Tn 1924 Emmanuela and her two sons came to join 
Francesco at their home on what is now Caruso Street. A 
son Frank (married to Aileen Swan) was the next addition 
to the family. 

Giovanna, Vito and Dan received their primary schooling 
in Tacurso. Frank’s education started with the Coniston 
Separate and Continuation School through to the University 
of Toronto. The family churches were Our Lady of Mercy 
and later St. Paul the Apostle 

Giovanna married and moved to the USA until her 
hhusband’s death when she returned to Italy arted out 
as a musician and arranged music for some of Toronto's 
finest orchestras before deciding to further his studies and 
become an Architectural Draftsman. He successfully 
signed and built numerous structures in the City of Sudbury 
as well as two Coniston churches, Notre Dame de la Merci 
and St. Paul the Apostle, He also designed and supervised 
the construction and renovations of Club Allegri. Dan, of 
course, contributed greatly to Coniston’s cultural 
development as a musician and by training so many young 
musicians in his capacity as bandmaster of the Coniston 
Band in excess of forty years. He was also the founder and 
first President of Club Allegri. These achievements are dealt 
with in greater detail in other portions of this book. From 
1949 on he also worked at Inco’s warehouse in Coniston. 
Frank has been a professional engineer for over 35 years 
in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia. He was assistant 
City Engineer in Sudbury 1948-50 and McKim Township 
Engineer 1950-53, and is presently President-elect of the 
Rotary Club in downtown Edmonton. 

‘The thing that most impressed the Totinos with their new 
home was the fact that there were plenty of bushes with 
delicious low bush blueberries and streams with clear clean 
water. 

Emmanuela died in 1951 predeceased by Francesco in 
1940. Vito passed away in 1962 followed by Dan in 1976. 
They left their mark 











TREPANIER, Adrien 

Adrien Trepanier was born in Saybec, Quebec. Asa young 
lad he went to work in nearby Causapscal. In 1927 when 
the Matapedia River went on a spring rampage, overflowed 
its banks and submerged the sawmill where he was working, 
damp and disgusted, he packed his bags and headed for high 
ground in Ontario. 

His flight was halted at Blind River where he was hired 
to help build the 150 miles of road from Thessalon 10 
Chapleau. By the fall of the same year he was headed home 
to check on the river but got no farther than Coniston where 
he was hired by Mond Nickel Company to work in the 
transportation department. 

‘When production was cut back in 1932 he returned 10 
Saybec, but in 1933 was back in the Sudbury area as a 
bushwarker for a local jobber. In 1934 he landed a job with 
INCO in the blast furnace department at Coniston. 

‘Adrien married a girl from his hometown in 1934. Her 
name was Rose Ama Gagne. They raised a family of two, 





Rose and Adrien Trepanier 


Marcel who lives in southern Ontario, and Yvone who is 
in Newfoundland 

In 1956 Adrien decided to leave the blast furnace and 
became a slag-dumpman where he remained until his 
retirement in 1966. 

Adrien and Rose have done a lot of travelling, but still 
make their home in Coniston, 


VELLOW, Fred 

Fred Vellow was born in Maniwaki, Quebec. He came 
40 Coniston from Noranda, Quebec, and married Marion 
Laycock. They had two children, Vincent and Brian, 

“The boys grew up and were educated in Coniston. Vincent 
is now a machinist and Brian is a motor winder electrician, 
‘Vincent makes his home in Sudbury and Brian resides in 
Coniston. 


Front left to right; Fred and Marion Vellow. Back left to rights 
‘Marjorie Laycock and Rudy Carlson 


Fred and Marion are active members of All Saints 
‘Anglican Church. Fred was a miner with INCO and has now 
retired, He is enjoying his leisure time and does the odd job 
10 keep himself occupied. 








VENTURI, Giovani 
Giovani Venturi came from Pisero, Italy, and his wife, 
Maria Paolinelli, was born in the town of Bulocchi, Italy. 
In 1909, leaving Maria and his young son, Primo, in Italy, 
Giovani came to Canada to make a stake and return to his 
homeland, which he did in 1913. 

A year later, in 1914, back home he was drafted into the 
army. 

‘Two more children were born to the Venturis, a son Bruno 
and a daughter Bianca. 

Giovani survived the war; however, misfortune struck the 
Venturi family. Maria was struck down by the ‘flu plague’ 
and passed away shortly after the war. It was not easy to 
raise three young children by himself. 

In 1920 he decided that if he was to provide a better life 
for his children he would have to return to Canada and seek 
permanent employment, leaving the children with relatives 
in Italy, and later bring them to this country. 





Giovani Venturi 


For a time he worked for others but later went out on 
his own and started a grocery and general store in Coniston. 
His children came of age and he brought them over one at 
a time, first Primo in 1925, then Bianca in 1932 and Bruno 
in 1935. 

Primo and Bruno followed their father in the butcher and 
grocery store business. Bianca married Angelo DeStefano 
‘who is in the furniture store business and resides in Sudbury. 
Primo married a Coniston girl, Emilia Oliver, and Bruno 
married Angeline Brignolio, also a native of Coniston 

Giovani and his youngest son Bruno have since passed 
away, Primo and a number of the grandchildren are still 
in Coniston and the Sudbury District. 








VIAU, George 

George Viau was born in Belgium and came to Canada 
with his parents in the early 1900’s. They settled on a farm 
in the Dorval area in the Province of Quebec. 

George worked in several areas, including the United 
‘States. He came to Coniston in 1923 and was employed by 
the Mond Nickel Company 

George married a Coniston girl, Mary Boudreau, that 
same year. They had five children, Evelyne, Marguerite, 
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George, Albert and Theresa. The children were educated in 
the Coniston Separate School and the family were members 
of Notre Dame de la Merci Church. 

Being a carpenter by trade, George pursued that 
‘occupation with the Mond Nickel and INCO. He was a 
veteran of the Second World War. He retired from INCO 
in 1967 in poor health and passed away in 1969, 

Four of the five children still reside in the area. Evelyne, 
George, and Theresa, now Mrs. Albert, all live in Coniston 
Marguerite is in Minnow Lake and Albert makes his home 
in California, 

Their mother, Mary Viau, also still resides in Coniston, 


VISENTIN, Giovanni 

Giovanni Battista Visentin and Rena Simeoni were both 
born in Castello Di Godego in Treviso, Italy, he in 1895 and 
she in 1900, In 1919 they were wed and in 1920 came to 
Coniston from Italy, together 

Giovanni was employed by Mond and remained with Inco 
until his retirement as a blacksmith in 1960, with almost 39 
years of service. 

“Two children blessed the Visentin family. Lena (Mrs. Mel 
Orendorff) a homemaker living in Coniston and Reno 
(married to Jean Storozuk) who retired from Inco as a 
carpenter in 1982. 
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‘Rena and Giovanni Visentin 


Leno and Rena were educated in Our Lady of Mercy and 
Coniston Continuation schools. They are all parishioners 
at St. Paul the Apostle Church 
Recently Rena Visentin was honoured at a banquet for 
her many years of service as a cook at Club Allegri. 
“There are five grandchildren in the family and three great- 
grandchildren. 


VISENTIN, Leone 

Born in Castello Di Godego in Italy in 1898, Leone 
Visentin came to Canada and Mond Nickel in Coniston in 
1926 and worked in the smelter until his retirement in 1963, 
as a dryman. 
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Elisa, Nadia, Leone Visenin. 





In 1948 he returned to Italy to marry Elisa Cecchin a girl 
from his old hometown. They made their home in Coniston 
where Nadia was born. Nadia (Mrs. David Rivard) isa social 
‘worker living in Sault Ste. Marie with David and their two 
children. 

Nadia attended St. Paul's School, Marymount College 
and Laurentian University. St. Paul’s Church is the family 
church, 

Leone passed away in 1977, 


WALKER, Andrew 

After Annie and Andrew were married in Glasgow, 
Scotland in April 1908, they came directly to Sudbury. 

‘A machinist by trade, Andrew worked at several locations 
in the Sudbury area such as Copper Cliff, Murray Mine, 
Garson, Sellwood and Worthington before coming 10 
Coniston in 1922. He even took part in a short prospecting 
trip to the Shining Tree area in 1910. 

Pensioned from INCO in 1946, he remained in Coniston 





‘Andrew and Annie Walker. 


{until his death in 1967 at the age of 86. Mrs. Walker died 
in 1976 just a month short of her 95th birthday. 

‘They celebrated their SOth wedding anniversary in 1958. 

Andrew maintained a life long interest in politics and as 
‘one of the few Conservatives in Coniston was always ready 
to come to the defence of that party. 

Mrs. Walker gave unstintingly of her time and talents to 
‘St.Andrew’s United Church where she held various offices 
for several years. She also worked for the Coniston Red 
Cross and served on the welcoming home committee for the 
Coniston Veterans of World War Il 

In addition, there were times when she served as a mid- 
wife. 

Of their children, Helen resides in London, Ontario, Mary 
in Stayner, Ontario, Bill in Sudbury, and Charles, owner 
of Walker Vent-Aire, is still in Coniston. 


WANDZIAK, Dmytro (Dan) 

Dan Wandziak, the younger of the Wandziak brothers, 
was born in the village of Babin, then under Roumanian 
rule, now part of the Ukraine, He came to Coniston in 1929 
to join his brother George who was living there at that time, 

Dan was employed by the Mond Nickel Company but this 
was short lived. The depression set in and Dan was soon 
out of a job. He then spent some time in Kirkland Lake 
where another brother resided, and in 1934 was hired by the 
nickel company in Coniston. For years he worked in the 
converter department as a puncher and later became a 
‘machine operator in the sintering plant where he remained 
until his retirement in 1972. 

‘A bachelor all is life, Dan returned to the Ukraine for 





a visit in 1970. He is content with retired life in Coniston. 


WANDZIAK, George 

George came to Canada in 1913 from a village called 
Babin, which is now part of the Urkaine, but during the 
period after the First World War was under Roumania. 

He first landed a job in Sellwood, but when the Coniston 
smelter started up he moved to Coniston and got a job with 
the Mond Nickel Company, where he remained until 1926. 

George was a very popular young bachelor being the 
proud owner of one of the first cars in Coniston, and could 
be seen on occasions transporting many a young lady 
in that car. His service as best man and chauffeur for many 
weddings was also in demand. One of the girls seen driving 
around in that car was Annie Gorem, who was later to 
become his wife. 

George and Annie were married in 1924 and had two 
children, Michael and Mary. Mike married Lydia Fantin, 
a Coniston girl, and now resides in Sudbury. Mary married 
Bill Ageiss, another Conistonian, and now resides in 
Fonthill. 

George decided in the early years that there were other 
ways of making a living for himself and his young family 
than working in the smelter. He had done well at 
chauffeuring so he continued to do this type of work and 
later added a truck, branching out into the coal and wood 


business, His business carried on until the more modern 
methods of heating came into being such as oil and 
clectricity, and eventually George retired, 





1 a 


George and Annie Wandeiak, son Mike and daughter Mary. 
re 


‘The Wandziak’s have enjoyed their years in Coniston and 
at their summer cottage on the Wahnapitae River. George 
has since passed away and Annie looks forward from time 
to time to visits from her son Mike and her daughter Mary 
and the grandchildren. 


WARWICK, William 

William Warwick was born in Northampton, England, 
and came to Canada in 1910 and was employed as à 
bookkeeper in the bush operations in the Temagami District. 
The following year he moved to Copper Cliff and gained 





employment with the C.P.R. In 1912, he joined the Nickel 
Company. 

His wife, Edith MacGregor, born in Smith’s Falls, 
was a Registered Nurse and worked at the Copper Cliff 
Hospital. They were married in 1919. 





Edith and Wiliam Warwick 
233 








In the early 1920's William came to work for the Mond 
‘Nickel Company in Coniston. For over 25 years, Bill worked 
in the time office for both Mond Nickel and INCO as an 
accountant. 

William had a great interest in the St. John’s Ambulance 
First Aid classes, He trained and instructed teams in 
preparation and won a number of team honours and was 
‘the superintendent of the St. John’s Ambulance Brigade for 
the District 

William and Edith had no children of their own. Their 
niece, Jean Peck, Edith’s sister daughter, came to live with 
them at the age of one and a half years. They raised and 
educated Jean in Coniston. 

In 1945, Bill took seriously ill and passed away two years 
later. After his death, Edith moved to Sudbury where she 
‘resided for a number of years. Her niece, Jean married Einar 
Strom and she and her family still live in Coniston 





WASYLENKI, Stefan 

Coniston’s oldest resident, Stefan Wasylenki, was born 
in the town of Chorostkiv in the Ukraine in 1852 and died 
in Coniston in 1960 at the age of 108. 

(He came to Canada at the age of 61 in 1913 after spending 
a lifetime as a poorly paid faithful retainer on a nobleman’s 
farming estate in his native land. He joined his son Steve 
who had come to Canada in 1908, worked for the Mond 
Nickel Company in Garson, later moving to the Coniston 
smelter and spending a total of thirteen years with that 
company. 





Stefan Wasylenki 


His son Walter joined him in Canada and Coniston in 
1926. 

The Sudbury Star carried stories about him and his 
activity when he was 103, 104, and 106 years old. At 103 
he still walked to church and was photographed piling wood 
He lived in a small house a few doors away from his son, 
independent and managing with very little help until he was 
105. People certainly do not seem to come that strong these 
days. 
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WASYLENKI, Stephen 

‘Stephen Wasylenki came to Canada from a farming town 
in the Ukraine called Chorostkiv. In his day it was part of 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire and became part of Poland 
after World War I. After World War IL it became part of 
the Ukraine, On Stephen's arrival in Canada in 1908 he first 
settled in the Espanola area and later decided to try his hand 
at mining. He started to work for the Mond Nickel 
‘Company in Garson in 1912. In 1913 he married Josephine 
Krashen, a recent arrival from a neighbouring village called 
Yableuniv in his native land, They raised several children. 

During the latter part of World War I he tried his luck 
in Toledo, Ohio, but soon returned to Canada, this time 
leasing a cattle farm in Dill Township just south of the 
Coniston smelter. In 1922 he went back to mining but also 
ought a farm and settled on the Garson-Coniston Road, 
about two miles north of Coniston, and commenced farming 
until 1935; this in addition to working in the mine. The 
smelter fumes ended his farming and he also left the mine. 
He then took up residence in the town proper and ended 
his working days as the Town Foreman. 

Some of the Wasylenki family still reside in the area. 
Annie Yewchyn stil lives in Coniston. Julie Kiersta also lived 
here until her husband's retirement when they followed their 
daughter, Stella Langlois, to Toronto. Mike followed his 
father into the mine in Garson. Mary and Ellen settled in 
southern Ontario. Violet is now deceased, while Nick still 
works in the Copper Cliff plant and has moved in and out- 
of Coniston several times. 


WASYLENKI, Theodore (Fred) 

Fred Wasylenki was another early Coniston pioneer who 
moved 10 Coniston from Victoria Mine in 1911. He came 
to Canada in 1906 with Toronto as his first destination from 
2 farming village called Chorostkiv which is now part of the 
Ukraine. His wife Julia Drawniak came from a neighbouring 
village called Postalivka in 1907. Their first stop in northern 
Ontario was Espanola, where their son John was born. 
However, the desire to be among more of their countrymen 
and steady employment took them to Vietoria Mine where 
they remained until the move to Coniston in 1911. By that 
time they also had a daughter Mary. 





ae 
AU) Ca 3 

Sand A eRe Ann ond D JO, Si fo tl 

ion ind Mar aa 


In Coniston, Fred continued to work in the smelter for 
a while while Julia tended the children and some boarders 
as was customary at the time in order to provide 
accommodation for single countrymen who worked at the 
plant. 

The family grew to four children with William and Anne 
being born in Coniston. 

Fred had other plans besides working in the smelter and 
soon opened up a grocery store with some dry goods on the 
side. This business remained in the family for quite a few 
years with the children taking over as the years went by. 

Fred was a church cantor and a lay preacher when there 
was no clergyman present. He helped to build a Ukrainian 
Hall and church chapel on Dubreuil Street. His son-in-law 
Nick Wolohatuk, Mary’s husband, chauffeured a priest 
from Sudbury every Sunday for services in Coniston. In 1926 
Fred served as a Separate School Trustee, 

John was educated and became a doctor, practising in 
Sudbury and later moving to Toronto where he stil resides, 
Mary Wolohatuk, who helped run the business, is now also 
in Toronto. William (Bill) remained in the Sudbury area, 
spending some time in the nickel industry, and later took 
over the family store with his wife Ann Snider. Anne, the 
youngest member of the family, who attended Coniston 
Continuation School and later St. Joseph’s College in North 
Bay, married S. Startek and is now living in Hamilton 

‘This family left its mark in the Coniston Ukrainian 
‘community. 








_WASYLENKI, Walter 

Walter Wasylenki was born in a farming village called 
Chorostkiv in the Ukraine. He came to Canada in 1926 to 
join his father Stephen and his brother Steve. 

He remembers getting off the train at the CPR station 
and walking through a bush trail until he reached the far 
end of what is now Edward Street, and was directed to his 
uncle Fred’s home. 

Walter got a job with the Mond Nickel Company and 
recalls starting t6 work for 39¢ an hour, 8 hours a day, seven 





Left to right; Ray, Morris, Orysia, Annie, Walter, 
Eugene & Stanley Wasplenski. 





days a week. He worked himself up to a furnace tapper and 
later a feeder boss. He remained with the company until his 
retirement in 1967 after 40 years of service. 

In 1928, Walter married Annie Black, a Coniston girl 
whose parents had also emigrated from the Ukraine, 

‘They had five children, Morris, Raymond, Eugene, Orysia 
and Stanley, all born and raised in Coniston. Morris and 
Eugene graduated from the University of Toronto. Morris 
is a general surgeon and now resides in Cleveland and 
Eugene is a surgeon and lives in New Mexico, Raymond 
went to Laurentian University and is a principal in the 
Sudbury school system. Stanley works for the government 
in a civil service capacity. Orysia is a teacher and is now 
teaching in Midland, 

Since their retirement, Walter and Annie have spent some 
time in a warmer climate. They often visit their children and 
have never once thought of leaving Coniston. 


WELHAN Family 

‘Theodore and Tania Welhan were born in the farming 
village of Hlinsco in the Ukraine before the turn of the 
century. They grew up together and were married in Hlinsco. 
A daughter Sophie was born to them in the Ukraine. Making 
a living farming in those days was no easy task so Theodore 
decided that he would seck new opportunities by going to 
Canada. He left his wife and daughter at home with the 
intention of having them follow him fairly soon. He arrived 
in Coniston in 1913 and started to work for the Mond Nickel 
‘Company. The First World War shattered Theodore’s dream 
of having his wife and daughter join him in Canada as soon 
as he wished. Tt was not until 1921 that they were finally 
able to leave war-torn Europe and arrive in Coniston, 

‘The Welhan family increased in Coniston with the birth 
of a son Dan. 





Tania and Theodore were a hard working couple. They 
maintained a large garden, kept a cow, chickens and ducks, 
as was customary in those days, to provide the necessities 
of life. They led a quiet life and were active members of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church, In the early days, the 
Ukrainian and Polish residents of Coniston kept either one 
‘or two cows to provide their families with milk. It was also 
customary, as these people did in their homeland, to have 
an elderly person look after a number of cows by driving 
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them to and from grazing land at the outskirts of the town. 
When he was no longer able to work at the smelter, 
Theodore took on this job for his neighbours, sometimes 
looking after from 20 to 40 cows. 

Their children were educated in Coniston. Dan went to 
work for INCO in the machine shop, served his 
apprenticeship, and graduated as a machinist. He later left 
INCO, settled in Winnipeg, and worked as a machinist for 
one of the railway companies. He then moved back 10 
Ontario and is employed by Imperial Oil in Sarnia. 

Theodore and Tania passed away many years ago. Their 
daughter Sophie just revently passed away. 


WELOSKI, Orest 
Orest was born June 2, 1890, in Sarafentsi, Ukraine and 
he emigrated to Canada in 1914. He was first employed with 
Mond Nickel Company in Coniston. 
He married Justina Buchowski in 1923 in Coniston, a gist 
from his home village who had come to Canada in’ 1920. 
rest retired as an INCO pensioner in June, 1944, after 
working for 41 years at the Coniston smelter. Both Weloskis 
are now deceased, Orest in 1968, and Justina in 1973. 
‘They were active members of St. Michael’s Ukrainian 


Church in Coniston until Orest’s retirement in 1955, when 
they moved 10 Sudbury. 





Orest, Justina, John and William. 


The Weloskis had two sons, William, born in 1925 who 
served in the Canadian Army with the Queen’s Own Rifles 
in 1942. He was a prisoner of war in Germany for one and 
à half years and received the “Military Cross" 

William was employed by INCO in Port Colborne until 
his death in 1952, he is survived by his wife Nellie and 
daughter Violet. 

The other son, John was born in Coniston in 1928 and 
‘married Lillian Boychuk in 1951. He has three children. He 
is employed in the Process Technology Department with 
INCO at Copper Cliff. In addition John acquired a talent 
for music and has for many a year provided entertainment 
for weddings and parties. 
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WERSTIUK, John 

John Werstiuk was born in the village of Zalichuky in the 
western Ukraine. He came to Canada in 1908 and lived in 
farming community in Saskatchewan, He spent a number 
Of years at various jobs and on farms, He eventually moved 
to the east and was employed somewhere in the Arnprior 
area. 

In 1922 he came to Coniston and went to work for the 
Mond Nickel Company. He worked as a machine operator 
in the sintering plant where he remained until his retirement, 

His wife, Sophie Acker, born in Potocheski, Ukraine 
came to Canada in 1928 to join her sister, Mrs. Kilimnik 
in Coniston. 

The Werstiuks have one daughter, Mary. She was raised 
and educated in Coniston, attended Separate and 
Continuation Schools, and then Teachers College at 
Laurentian University. 





John, Mary and Sophie Werstiuk 


‘They are active members in the Ukrainian community, 
and are members of St. Michael's Ukrainian Church. 

Mary commenced a teaching career, and met and married 
Verner Clouthier who was in the RCAF. Verner was 
stationed in Germany for a number of years. Shortly before 
they were to return to Canada, Verner was killed in a plane 
crash. Mary came back to Coniston to live with her mother 
and with her two sons. She is presently teaching at St. Paul’s 
School in Coniston. 

John has since passed away. Sophie, her daughter, and 
two grandsons still reside in Coniston 


WILLIAMS, Oliver 

Oliver Williams and his wife Margaret Johnson were born 
in Warrington, Lancashire, England. They came to Canada 
in 1913 to the Ottawa area with their young daughter Hilda. 
While living in Ottawa a son was born to the Williams and 
he was named Jack. 

‘The Williams moved from Ottawa to Collingwood and 
then to Markstay. While in Collingwood, another son, 
Harry, was born, and in Markstay their youngest son, Eric, 
was born 

Oliver tried his hand at farming in Markstay but finally 
decided to seek employment with the Mond Nickel Company 


and, in 1922, he moved his family to Coniston and went 
to work at the Coniston smelter as a plate worker. 

Before too many years, the depression set in and the 
Williams, like many other families in the town, were finding 
it difficult with the smelter closed down. In order to raise 
a bit of cash to assist the family, Margaret kept hens and 
sold eggs to her neighbours, while Oliver went out cutting 
‘wood and also made mocassins. 

The children enjoyed the Coniston school facilities and 
walked a mile to school twice a day, coming home for lunch. 

Margaret and Oliver worked hard in their garden to 
produce an abundance of vegetables to further assist in the 
upkeep of their family. In the summer time, everyone went 
‘out to pick blueberries which were plentiful on the nearby 
hills. Boudreau’s dairy, a short distance away, provided 








Standing: Stan (cousin). Seated left to right: Eric, Hilda and Jack 


Williams. 


daily milk supplies to the Williams and many other families 
along the Romford Road. 

Oliver and Margaret were active members of All Saints 
Anglican Church, Life went of fairly nicely after Oliver went 
back to work and with the advent of more use of the 
automobile, he bought a new car which in those days was 
something special. Having acquired the car was a matter of 
regret to the family as Oliver was killed in a serious car 


accident in 1933. The family carried on and remained in 
Coniston, 

‘Three of the boys went to work in the nickel industry. 
Jack, Harry and Eric worked at the smelter. Harry quit 
eventually and went to work for the C.I.L. in Nobel, and 
has since retired, Jack moved to Kenora, worked in the 
paper mills, and is now also retired. Jack served in the RCAF 
during the Second World War. Hilda now makes her home 
in North Bay while Eric and his wife reside in Coniston. Eric 
still works as a welder at the Iron Ore Plant 

Margaret Williams passed away in December of 1981. 





WOLOCHATIUK, Nick 

Nick Wolochatiuk was a native of Ethelbert Manitoba. In 
1929 tired of working on the farm he headed east landing 
in Coniston and before long was working at the smelter. He 
married a Coniston native Mary Wasylenki and they raised 
à family of three boys, Morris, Wally and Nick Jr. in our 
‘community. Nick besides working in the convertor depart 
‘ment assisted his wife Mary and her father Fred to operate 
the Wasylenki Store. In the mid forties the Wolochatiuk’s 
decided to leave Coniston and establish residence in 
Toronto. That has been their home for many years although 
they were constant visiters to Coniston over the years. Nick 
passed away in 1966 and was brought back to rest in the 
family plot in Sudbury. Mary still resides in Toronto as does 
her son Wally, while Nick Jr. is in Williamstown and 
Morris lives in California, 








Nick and Mary Wolockatiuk 


WOROBEC, Joseph 

Joseph Worobec was born in the Ukraine. His wife, 
Sophia Mulak, whom he married in 1927, was also from 
the Ukraine. 

Joe left his wife and son Tony and came to Canada to 
seek a better life. He settled in Coniston, started to work 
for the Mond Nickel Company, and sent for his wife and 
son. Another son, John, was born in Coniston, 

Joe worked on the furnaces at the plant, later was 
promoted to feeder boss, and retired in 1968. 

Tony worked in the mechanical department at INCO's 
‘Copper Cliff plant. John went to University and settled in 
Burlington, 
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Joseph and Sophia Worobec. 


Joseph, Sophia and their son Tony have passed away. 
John and his family are the only survivors, living in 
Burlington, 

All the Worobecs were active members of St. Michael's 
Ukrainian Church in Coniston. 


WRIGHT Family 

William and Maggie Wright came to Coniston from 
Victoria Mine. William was a foreman in the smelter. 
Maggie was the daughter of Samuel Kidd who also was in 
Victoria Mine. They came to Coniston in 1913, and William 
was one of the three smelter foremen that came from 
Victoria Mine to operate the smelter in Coniston. 

‘The Wrights had five children, three boys and two girls: 
Raymond, Wilbert, Ewart, Jean and Doris. Raymond served 
an apprenticeship in the Coniston machine shop and later 
worked in North Bay. Wilbert was a skimmer. Ewart was 
an electrician in Coniston, transferred to Copper Cliff, and 
went to work in the Transportation Department as a 
dispatcher. Jean married Aubrey Wright, who happened to 
have the same surname. They settled in Copper Cliff. Doris 
became Mrs. Hawkins and she too made her home in Copper 
litt, 

William Wright passed away in 1922 as a comparatively 
young man. His wife Maggie went to live with her daughter, 
and she passed away in 1940 in Copper Cliff. 

Of the five Wright children, only Ewart is stil living, and 
he is now retired and resides in Sudbury. 


WROBLEWSKI, Wincenty 

Wincenty Wroblewski came to Canada in 1926 from a 
small farming community called Petryliw in Poland which 
is now part of the Ukraine. 

He first settled in Winnipeg, later moving to a farm in 
Saskatchewan where he spent à year and a half. He could 
see no future for a single young lad on the farm so he decided 
to head east and landed in Coniston. He got a job with the 
Mond Nickel Company. 

On April 10, 1928, a young lady by the name of Sophia 
Czarney landed in Halifax from a village called Chlopiwka 
in Poland. She boarded the train for Coniston to join her 
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sister, Paraska, and brother-in-law Dmytro Murmylyk, who 
were residing in Old Coniston. 

In those days, as soon as a young lady arrived in town, 
she was sought after by a number of bachelors who were 
plentiful in this community 

Wincenty Wroblewski caught Sophie's eye. Sixteen days 
after she landed in Canada, Sophie was married to 
Wincenty. No one believed in long engagements. 





Wincenty and Sophie Wroblewski 


‘They had three children: Jennie, Millie and Victor. The 
children were educated in Coniston at the Separate and 
Continuation Schools, Sudbury Business College, and 
Sudbury Technical School. 

Jennie is now Mrs. Husak and lives in Toronto where she 
worked as a CNR telegraph operator. Mile is Mrs. Labaty, 
worked for the Income Tax Department, and now resides 
in Windsor. Her husband is a police constable for the City 
of Windsor. Victor works for the Department of 
‘Transportation and Communications and lives in Sudbury. 

‘Wincenty had a lengthy career with the nickel company 
as a puncher and skimmer in the converter department. He 
retired in 1965 and has since passed away. Sophie still lives 
in Coniston on William Street and has no intention of 
moving away. Her children visit her frequently, 





YAKIWCHUK, Mike 

Mike and Annie (Topolinski) came to Canada from 
Sarafentsi, Ukraine and first settled in Edmonton. Mike 
spent his first spring and summer working on the farms for 
$1.00 a day. Then in the winter he worked in the coal mines 
for $3.00 a day. 

‘The following spring Mike started working in the creosote 
plant, but their new life in Canada was not easy, and keeping 
food on the table was a constant struggle. So when Mike's 
brother John offered to pay their fare to Copper Cliff, Mike 
wasted no time in moving. They came to Copper Cliff in 
July, 1928 but could find no lodgings, so they moved to 
Coniston which became their permanent home. Mike started 
at Inco shortly afterwards with the yard gang. 

In 1932 during the depression, Mike still managed to work 
the odd day or two a week, loading matte in barrels, Then 
in 1933 when production was resumed at the Coniston 





Morris, Mike, Annie & Olga Yakiwehuk. 


smelter, Mike started to work on the furnaces, and that is 
Where all his years with Inco were spent, as a furnace tapper. 
During the Second World War, even Annie spent a couple 
of years working with the mechanical department in 
Coniston and Copper Cliff. 

In 1959 Mike and Annie moved to Sudbury where they 
still reside. Mike retired in 1969 and has kept busy with his 
garden and part-time jobs. They have two children who have 
both worked for Inco, Olga as a Registered Nurse, and 
Morris as a hoistman. Both are married with two children 
each. 





YEWCHYN, Peter 

Peter Yewchyn came to Canada from a farming village 
called Kobelowka in the Ukraine in 1927. He first settled 
in Fort William and a year later came to Coniston and went 
to work for the Mond Nickel Company. He only worked 
for a short period of time because the depression began and 
eter was laid off and didn't get recalled to work until 1933. 
In 1933 Peter married Annie Wasylenki who was born in 
Garson and raised on a farm between Coniston and Garson. 








Peter and Anne Yewehyn. 





‘They had three children: Josephine, Annie and Walter. 
They were born, raised and educated in Coniston. Josephine 
graduated as an X-Ray Technician, married and now resides 
in Kitchener. Annie graduated as a nurse and lives in 
Ottawa. Walter graduated from University and is Director 
of Planning and Development in the Toronto Public Library 
System, 

Peter spent many years in the furnace department as a 
furnace tapper and retired in 1968. He and his wife Annie 
still reside in Coniston, 


YOZKOWSKI, Walter 


Walter Yorkowski was born in Nowosiulka, Poland, in 
1894, He came to Canada as a young lad in 1914. He served 
in the First Great War with the 234th Battalion in the 
Canadian Army, and in World War II he enlisted in the 
Signal Corps. 





Haler and Josephine, Viole, Bernice and Stanley Yozkowski. 


His wife, Josephine Bernard, was born in 1904 in the City 
of Krackov, Poland. She came to Canada with her parents 
and settled in Port Colborne. 

In 1925 Walter and Josephine were married and came 
north to Coniston where he went to work for the Mond 
Nickel Company. The next twenty years were spent working 
in Coniston on the tracks with the exception of the 
interruption in his service in 1940 when he joined the 
Canadian Armed Forces and spent the next four years. He 
returned to Coniston and his job at INCO, Il health brought 
about retirement in 1951 

‘Walter and Josephine had three children, Violet, Bernice 
and Stanley. The children are now married, the girl live in 
the Sudbury area, and Stanley is in North Bay. 

Josephine passed away in 1951 and Walter in 1961, but 
they have left a number of grandchildren residing in this 
area. 


ZAHOROUSKI, Samuel 
Sam Zahorouski and his wife Justina Zhappe both came 
to Canada from the village of Sarafentsi in the Ukraine. 
‘They came to Canada in 1909 to Victoria Mine where they 
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were married that same year. Their stay in Victoria Mine 
was short before going on to Espanola, Sault Ste. Marie and 
Timmins, where they made their home briefly before setting 
in Coniston. 

Sam and Justina had a family of thirteen children, four 
‘of whom died at an early age. Julia, the eldest, married 
William Wowchuk, and Annie became Mrs. Walter 
Sozanski. They both settled in Windsor. Andrew is also a 
resident of Windsor. Mary became Mrs. Jack Latta. She, 
‘Stanley, Bill and John remained in Coniston for some time, 
while Nick lives in Welland. 

‘Sam’s career in the nickel industry was that of a 
locomotive fireman for many years until he was pensioned 
ff in 1949 because of ill health. His sons Bill, Stanley and 
John also had a long record of service with the nickel 
company. 

Julia, who was born in Victoria Mine, recalls, “My father 
worked very hard and so did my mother. She took care of 
her family and also had roomers to take care of - to wash 
and cook for them. I remember when I used to go to schoo! 
in the winter mornings, my mother would have hung out 
2 full line of clothes - men's underwear, long sleeves and 
Tong legs, fleece lined - at night. It was real cold and lots 
ef snow. The snow would be so high that on school days 





Sam and Justina Zahorouski. 


‘when you got to school there would be only a handful of 
children who were able to get there. Lunch pails were 
shortening lard pails. Today's children have much more, 
and still want more. My mother would get up in the morning 
and the water would be frozen on the stove. She would have 
to light the stove - no water, no gas like today. Now you 
put on the coffee maker, the foaster, and it's nice and warm 
in the house. Yet they complain. Times were really hard 
when we were growing up - not like today.” 

In addition to the five Zahorouski children still living, 
there are a number of grandchildren. Their son Bill’s two 
sons, William Jr. and Ronald still live in Coniston. 

Justina passed away in 1944 and Sam in 1951. Their 
children John, Annie, Mike and Bill have also passed away. 


ZANATTA, Eugenio 

Eugenio ‘Fingers’ Zanatta was born in Povegliano in Italy 
in 1898 and in 1921 he was in Britt working on the coal docks 
where he stayed for two summers before coming to Coniston 
and Mond in 1922. He worked at various jobs in the 
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mechanical department until his retirement from Inco in 
1963 as a pumpman. 

In 1925 he married Amabile Parolin in Britt. Amabile was 
born in Volpago, Italy in 1903. 

‘They made their home in Coniston and six children were 
born to them. Albino (married to E. Clara) is a Civil 
Engineer living in Fort Erie. Dina (Mrs. H. Chomyshyn) 
is a court stenographer living in Sudbury. Severo (married 
to Luisa Pagan) is a programmer in Inco’s Machine Shop 
and lives in Sudbury. Frank (married to L. Montesi) is a 
supervisor at Inco living in Copper Cliff. Eugene Jr 
(married to M. Johnson) isa salesman living in Waterloo, 
and Allan (married to G. McAline) is a High School 
principal living in Milton. 









Eugenio & Amabile Zanatta 

‘The children all attended Our Lady of Mercy and 
Coniston Continuation Schools. Albino and Allan also 
attended Sudbury High and Albino is a graduate of the 
University of Toronto. Allan furthered his education at St 
Charles College, McMaster University and Laurentian 
University. 

‘Amabile is à parishioner at St. Paul the Apostle. 
Eugenio passed away in 1982. 


ZANATTA, Pietro 


A confirmed bachelor, Pietro (Pete) Zanatta arrived in 
Canada in 1909 at 21 years of age. He was born in Camalo 
in Italy and he made Chapleau his first stop. 


Pietro Zanatta 








In 1913 he decided that the nickel industry was for him 
and he came to Coniston to work for the Mond Nickel 
‘Company and he stayed with the industry until his retirement 
in 1948. 

In 1930 his sister Carolina joined him and stayed with him 
until his death in 1967 when she returned to Italy. 

‘They attended the Catholic Churches in Coniston 

Peter was an ardent Toronto Maple Leafs fan. The nature 
of his work as a lubricating engineer at Inco earned him the 
endearing nickname of ‘Oil can Pete’. 

His nephews Gino and Mario Borsato are both Inco 
‘employees. Another nephew Angelo Borsato works for the 
CNR. 








ZANICHELLI, Giovanni 

Giovanni Zanichell was already 43 years of age when he 
arrived in Canada in 1924, After a short stay in Copper Cliff 
he came to Coniston in the same year and was joined here 
by his wife Pina (Moroso) in 1925. Both had been born, 
educated and married in San Daniele in Italy. 

“They were parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy Church 

Giovanni was employed by Inco in the carpenter shop 
until his retirement. Giovanni and Pina resided in Coniston 





Giovanni and Pina Zanicheli 


ZANUTTO, Antonio 

Antonio “Tony” Zanutto was born in Motta Di Livenza 
in Italy in 1905, and in 1923 he first arrived in Fort William 
where he was a farmer, stevedore and construction worker. 
Jn 1930 he became a rock scaler with the CPR where he 
became a foreman. He then transferred to the Sudbury- 
Parry Sound subdivision until 1933. 

Tn 1932 he married a Coniston girl Fiorina Caverson, born 
in 1915, and two years later he was employed by Inco where 
he retired as a plumber in 1968. In 1938 Tony and Fiorina 
built the first house in the Dubreuil subdivision, before there 
were roads or water or electricity there. 

Fiorina and Tony had three children: Ronald (married to 
Cecile St. Jean) lives in Mississauga and is District Supervisor 
for Dominion stores meat operation for the Ontario 








Ron, Antonio, Foster, Florina and Norm Zanutto. 


Division. Norman (married to Dorothy Sitko) isa salesman 
and broker and lives in Sudbury. Foster (married to Karen 
Monks) lives in St. Catharines and is a Director of 
Information Services at Niagara College. Fiorina attended 
Our Lady of Mercy School as did the boys. They also 
attended Coniston Continuation School. Foster furthered 
his education at St. Charles College and the University of 
Windsor. 

St. Paul the Apostle is the family church. 

Tony has served on town council, as President of Club 
Allegri and as Coach for the Coniston Red Sox. 

There are eight Zanutto grandchildren, 


ZAROSKI, Andrew 

“Andrew Zaroski was born in a small village inthe Ukraine 
called Sarafentsi. He came to Canada in 1911 to join his 
‘older brother Sam at Victoria Mine. He worked there for 
a couple of years and then moved to Coniston with the rest 
of the community. 








Seated; Andrew and Martha. Standing left 10 right; Cara, Walter, 
Julia and Annie Zaraski 
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In 1921 Andrew married Martha Zahevich, a Copper Clift 
girl, and they made their home in Coniston. Their four 
children, Annie, Julie, Walter and Clara, were born and 
raised here. 

Andrew worked with the Mond Nickel Company until 
Falconbridge Nickel Mines started up their smelter. He then 
transferred to Falconbridge to work for them in the furnace 
department, He remained with that company until his 
retirement. 

The three girls took up nursing as a career. Annie married 
a Coniston boy, Fern Mallette and they reside in the Toronto 
area, Julie became Mrs. Malcolm Linklater and also lives 
in the Toronto area. Walter worked for INCO for a time, 
then went into a sales job, has since taken up teaching as 
career and is now a high school teacher. Clara became Mrs. 
Nenadov. She and Walter reside in Sudbury 

‘Andrew has passed on, but Martha still resides in 
Coniston and keeps in close touch with her family 


ZULIANI Family 

Constantino ‘Gus’ Zuliani came to Canada from Treppo 
Grande in Udine, Italy in 1926 at seventeen years of age, 
and very shortly he was self employed operating his own 
business as a garage mechanic, later combining this with 
radio sales. 

In 1930 he was joined here by his mother Noemi 
(Scagnetti) Zuliani who was a widow and was born in 1884. 
The following year his brother Maggiorino ‘Major’, who 
was born in 1911, came to Coniston from Italy and joined 
Gus and Noemi. 

In 1943 Gus married Simone Laframboise and one son, 
Richard, was born to them here. In 1947 they moved 10 
‘Toronto where four more children were born to them. They 
now live in Brampton and have four grandchildren. 


















































Front left to right; Gordon, Shelley & Brent. Back row; Lynn, 
Major & Columbia Ziani. 


In 1946 Major and Columbia Nardi, a Sault Ste. Marie 
girl, were wed. They have four children. Lynn (Mrs. B. 
Rowley) isa teacher living in Hot Springs, Arkansas. Gordon 
(married to S. Wainman) is a furniture dealer living in 
Coniston, Shelley (Mrs. R. Roch) is a hair stylist living in 
Elliot Lake. Brent is a student living at home. 

Major worked for Inco until 1946 when he quit and 
became a retailer. The children all attended St, Paul's 
‘School. Lynn and Shelley went on to Marymount with Lynn 
going on to Teacher's College. Gordon attended Nickel 
District, Garson-Falconbridge and Cambrian College. 
Brent's education has taken him to St. Charles College and 
the Universities of London and Windsor. 

Major passed away in 1978 and was predeceased by his 
mother in 1971. In the Zuliani families there are 9 
grandchildren and 7 great-grandchildren. 








Constable Matt Curley and wife Theresa (Butler) Curley in the early 
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Ernie and Mary Bray. (See story on Page 122) 





Venturi’s home delivery with “Bruno at the 





K 


Mrs. Dennis O'Brien, Mrs. John 
Kirwan, Mrs. Jack Acton, Mrs. Edward 
Geoffrey. 





Early Coniston resident Fred Wasylenki who 
‘operated one of the frst stores in Coniston. 
LR. Fred Wasylenki, Ann (Snider) 
Wasylenki son Bills wife and Doctor John 
Wasylenki 


“OE, consToN- BAKERY 
A A7 CONSO Le 
Le ye +9 7 


Coniston Bakery in 1936. Left 10 right; Armand Fantin, John 
Fantin (in window), Reno Visentin, Armand Lemieux. 


Gus Zuliani maning the pumps. 





Bride Gladys (Corless) Langer, Dr. Carl 
Langer, Bridesmaid Florence Coreless 


Martel and Olver Wedding, Front eft to right; 
Emilia Over, Leo Over. Standing lft to sh 
Sivio Olver, Luisa Olive Edith Tancred, 
Arturo and Rena Martinell, Vito Totin, Victor 
Bassio. Standing lft 0 rat: Barney Caverson 
‘Guy Cberln, Leno Pitt, Valentino Baldsera, 
‘Corrado Santi, Guido Sant, Gino Sant, Fore 
Caverson, Frank Prancheto, Rosie Caverson, 
Frank Argentin, Marco Tonnor,… Joe 





Kelly - Kinin wedding, August 14, 1922. Fis rom 
Seated ft nt; Bar Kin, 2, Sela (Kirwin 
River, Aza Kirwan) Gagnon, Cela (Kirin 
Dufort, Ou (Kelly) Cooper, Foviea Kely, Jack 
Kiruin. Second row seated Margaret (Kirin) 
‘Sawyer, Rolande (Kelly) Ge. Standing left 10 
right. Garr Kirwin, Eddy MeKerrt, Moly 
(kirwin) MeKerral, Dr. Coleman ‘Kel, Alex 
Fournier, Ruby Kelly, kneling Cynthia (Ke) 
Fourier, Dr. Fostina (Kel) Cook, Wiliam Kel, 
Utten Kelly, Mrs. Willem Kelly, groom Wiliam 
Orlando, Ricard Kely, bride Elizabeth (Betty 
Kirwin) Kell, Tom Kirin, Frances Kirin im 
Kirwin, Veronica Kiwin. Cr 1921 MeLaubalin 
Buck owned by Bart Kinwin, 
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Early Weddings in Coniston 






Cecile Boudreau and Edward Albert Wedding, 1927. Three girl in front rene Telfer, Nellie 
DePalma, Louise Ledue. Back row left 0 right; Mrs. A. Gravelle, Mr. A. Gravelle, Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur, Sam Robillard, Mrs. Tancredi, Eddie and Cecile, Mrs. Gauvreau, Joe 
Boudreau, Harvey Benoit, Dupris Gauvreau. J.S. Jean, Mrs. Benoit, Elizabeth Leduc, 
Dolores Jean 





Behun and Chorney wedding, 1925, Seated left 1 right: Sophie Wowehuk, Natalie Susla, 
Natie Kuchma, Annie (Chorney) Behun, John Behun, John Pasichnyk, Mike Hayduk. Stan 
ding left to right; Paul Kornaga, Nick Pasichnyk, Vonofiy Burinyk, Katherine Chitka, Annie 
Storozuk, Philip Storozuk, Tom Storozuk, Mike Wowchuk. 








Good Old Fashioned Fun 


‘Buchowski Band of 1931. Left to right; Bill Buchowski, 
Peter Ungarian, George Buchowski, Theodore 
Buchowski, John Kryzanoski 


Sunday Drive - 1922, Left to right; Annie (Gorem) Wandziak, Nazorko Sesco, 
) Mary (Rapskl) Prymack, Annie (Wowchuk) Sesco, George Wandziak, 


The Hunters - 1922 - left to right; William Squires, Dan Forestel, Harry Pigott and John 


‘Old Timers getogether left t0 right they Corrigan 


are: Denis O'Brien, postmaster from the 
founding of the town until his death in 
1935 with Samuel Kidd, Frank Johnson 
and Alex Colquhoun. 








‘Albert Shreeve in front of Our ‘Florence Nightingale” in 
Claridge’s House buit in 1916. 


Phonic at Wahnapiae Falls, July 1, 1915. Front left to right; 
Haddon, Bill Johnson, Fred Cresswell, Alice Cresswell, Alice 
‘Stacey, Dolly Deeks, Cathy Deeks, Second row leftto right; Leslie 
Cresswell, May Brunton, Alice Crompton, Albert Deeks, Jack ee = 

Cresswell, Margaret Deeks. Back ef to right; im Cresswell, Harry Cooling off inthe old days. First tub left to right; Harold Smith, 
Cresswell, Edith Cresswell, Nell Brunton, Alice Bell, Ernest and Aldo Coppo, Ilario Toniolo, George Smith. Second tub left t0 
George Brunton, Margaret Crompton, Annie Deeks. right; Stanley Smith, Dorothy Smith, Norma Coppo. 
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Rent in the good old days. 


















settled in this home, 


Dr. Charles Van Dyke Corless Canadian head of 
the Mond Nickel Company and his family left 
Coniston after the merger of Inco & Mond and 


C.V. Corless Mansion “Coniston Place” in Tillsonburg. 


Separate School Teachers — 1913-1982 


Adam, Bernard. 
Allard, Stella 
Arcand, Alma, 
‘Armstrong, Anthony 
Armstrong, Maymie 
Asselin, Thérése 
Baldisera, Eleanor: 
Balicki, Giséle 
Bandiera, Susan. 
Baronette, Carolyn 
Barazzuol, Linda 
Basso, Shirley 
Beauchamp, Susan. 
Beaudoin, Dolores 
Beaudoin, Rejeanne. . 
Beaudry, | Verena. 
Beaudry, Yolande. 
Berthelot, Paul 
Bertrand, Blanche. 
Bertrand, Lucille 
Bidal, Clémence 
Bidal, Irené. 

Bidal, Rachel 
Bilibajkich, Diana 
Bissonette, Marie 
Blais, Gaétane 
Blais, Geraldine 
Blais, Lorette 
Blake, Claire 
Boivin, Cenora. 
Bouchard, Claudette. 
Bondy, Paddy. 
Bayer, Rita 
Boyuk, Sandra 
Boyuk, Zorina. 
Brady, Teres: 
Brosseau, John Guy 
Bruno, Carol 
Burgeios, Hermine. 
Buttazzoni, John 
Calderone, Corinne. 
Carriére, Romuald 
Carrol, ‘Monique 
Carscallen, Muriel 
Carter, Velma. 
Cayen, Solange. 
Charbonneau, Henri 
Chenard, Sylvia 
Chezzi, Linda. 
Chotette, Bertha. 
Choleite, Yvette 
Clouthier, Mary. 
Comeau, Rachel 
Conlon, Noreen. 
Courschene, Rhéo. 
Cresswell, Cornelia. 
Crispo, Frank 
Cromwell, JoAnne 
Cuddy, Diane. 
Cundari, Corinne. 
Cunningham, Hilda. 














1940-41 





1970.76 
1937-40 
1959-61 
1977-78 
1912-13 
1939-40 
1960-64 
1970-71 
1975 
1965 
1981-82 
1959 
1975 
1938 
1938-71 
1968-74 
1957 
1964-68 
1919-21 
1977-81 


21969-81 


1933-57 
1960-62 
1968 
1917-18 
1941 
1947-48 
1940 
1954.56 
1913 
1964-74 
1972-73 
1942-43 
1969- 
1976.77 
1930- 
1973 
1980-82 
1958.59 
1980-82 
1924 
1935 
1968-72 
1926-34 
1934-53 
1970 
1941 
1926-31 
1977-82 
1957-62 
1942-46 
1968-82 
1966-82 
1979 








1962-63, 


1964-72 
1974-76 
1979-80 
1965 
1974 
192431 


Cyr, Laura 1932 
Crestiakow, Fred 1977-79 
Daoust, Thérése 1958-61 
Deacon, Isabelle 1938-39 
Deschamps, Laurent: 1956-82 
Deschamps, Rita 1969-82 


Deschenes, Cécile. 
Desjardins, Bernard. - 
Dionne, Jeanne. 
Dionne, Louise.. 
Doiron, Joseph 














Donegan, Monica 
Doyle, Héléne 

Doyle, Kathleen. 

Drohan, Veronica. 

Duhaime, Lea. 1930-34-1945 
Duhaime, Suzanne. 1973-74 
Dumontelle, Claudett 1961-82 
Dupuis, Rachel 1942 
Duquette, Rene 1959-60 
Esposito, Ralph. 1972 
Ethier, Marie. 1958-63 
Flanagan, T. 1973 
Foisey, Sydney 1925 
Fortier, Olivia 1930-33 
Foucault, Marie-Thén. 1941 
Fournier, Germaine 1941 
Fragomeni, Antonia. 1969-71 
Fratesi, Barbara 1970-73 
Fulin, “Jean. 1975-82 
Gagnon, Dolores 1916-17 
Gauthier, Cécile 1925 
Gauthier, Martini 1937-42 
Gazdie, ‘Geraldine. 1978.79 
Gelinas, Carmen. 1960-62 
Geoffrey, Carole. 1958 
Gervais, Donald... 1964-69-1974-82 
Gervais, Inez. 1927 
Giannotta, Lucia 1981 
Giroux, Cécile 1925-61 
Giroux, Jean 1949.66 
Giroux, Yvonne 1920-30 
Gobbo, Isabel... 1964-70-1973-82 
Gobbo, Valerie 1969-70 
Gobbo, Rose. 1938-44 
Goetz,” Dorothy 1925-38 
Grenache, W. 1922 
Guérin, Carole 1982 
Guimond, Clara. 1928-30 
Guindon, Germain 1958-64 
Hallock, Blanche. 1963 
Hammond, R. 1973-78 
Hanley, Margaret 1949.50 
Harrison, Mary. 1920-21 
Hausenblas, Norma 1974 
Healy, Harold. £1982 
Horvath, Marcka. 1972 
Howard, Margaret 1962 
Huculak, David. 1981-82 
Huot, Eugene. 1943.47 
Jalbert, Carole. . 1969.82 


Jolicoeur, Jacqueline. 
Tones, Doreen 
Kaludjer, Michael 
Kehoe, Loretta 
Kelly, Mary 
Kennedy, Geraldine. 
Ketter, Charles 
Kilrane, Vincent: 
Kindrachuk, Patricia 
Kozak, Evelyn 
Lafleur, Alice: 
Lagroix, Anne 
Lalond, Alice 
Lamothe, Estelle 
Lamothe, Nicole 
Lamoureux, D: 
Landriault, C 
Langlois, Stella 
Lanigan, Mary 
Lapalme, Miriele 
Lapensée, Emma 
Lapensée, Oriende 
Laprairie, Sandra 
Laroque, Lise. 
Latchford, Marion. 





Laurin, Lorraine. 
Lavietoire, Nicole. 
Leblanc, Cécile. 


Leblanc, Grace 
Leblanc, Jeannette. 
Leblanc, Lorraine 
Leblanc, Mariette 
Legault, Oriende. 
Leroux, Gabrielle 
Levac, ‘Jocelyne. 
Lewis, S.M. 
Lye, Guiliana. 
MacDonald, Eugene 
MacDonald, Maureen. 
MacKay, Cecilia 
Marceau, Clara 
Marceau, Dorina 
Marinilli, Liberata, 





Martin, J ty 
Martineau, ‘Germaine 
McAuley, Monica... 
McCormick, Tillie. 
MeDougall,” Lilian 
McEwen, Margaret 
McGrath, Mary. 


McHugh, James. 
Mclnnis, Pauline 
Mckenna, Monica. 
MeLean, Catherine 
MeNair,_Jean 
Mearini, Patricia. 
Mi, Anne 
Meilleur, Suzanne. 
Melady, Thomas 
Morel, Madeline 
Morin, Diane 








1981-55 
1961 
1974 

1922-23 
1925 

1920-21 
1968 

1978 

1975-76 

1974-82 

1964-65 
1956 
1974 
1947 

1973-75 

1965.75 

1922-27 

1963.64 


1930-32 
1969-74 
1972-76 


1966-71 
1974.82 
1946 
1981-82 
1969-71 
1963-65 
1963-65 
1932 
1925 
1972 
1919 
1978-79 
1974-75 





Cag7i-75 


1912-14 
1916-17 
1916-17 
1980 
1971 
1930-31 
1929-41 
1939-41 
1974-76 
1945.55 
1943-45 
1969 
1977 
1953-71 
:..1972 
1959.71 
1981 
1972 
1970. 
1916-17 
1957-63 
1980 
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Morin, Murielle. 1968 
Moulaison, Rosanna 1982 
Moulton, Doreen. 1962-63 





Murdock S. 1973 
Nolan, Hazel 1923-25 
O'Brien, Richard. 1964 
O'Leary, Margaret 1916-19 
Oliver, Sharon 1976 
‘O'Neil, Catherine 1981-82 
Orendorff, Merle... -1957-1961-63 
O'Shaughnessy, Angela... .. 1946-57 
Palmer, Rose 1914 
Paolini, Louise 1935-36 
Paquette, Paul......1948-57-1963-73 


Separate School Teachers (Cont.) 


Pilon, JoAnne. 
Pilon, Juliette. 
Pilon, Yvonne. 
Pitt, “Roger 
Pleau, Lorraine. 
Poirier, Julia 
Posie, Annie 
Poulin, Gail, 
Racine, Eglantine 
Reid, Philip. 
Remeikis, Bonnie 
Richer, JoAnne 
Rivard, Thomas 
Rivet, "Annette. 




























Paquette, Valentine 


Patry, Solange 


Armstrong, Maymie 
‘Anderson, Roger 
Bean, Kathryn 
Boland, Grant 
Burt, Margaret 
Crandell, Elsie 
Cresswell, Doreen 


Farmiloe, Linda 
Fraser, Lester J. 
Freethy, Isabel J. 
Furiney, Pauline 
Gilbert, Winnifred A. 
Gilchrist, Brian 
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1968 Roberge, Solange. 


Paré, Suzette, 1976-79 Robichaud, Marguerit 
Parent, Henry 1973-77 Rochon, Cécile 
Pastre, Sandra: 1971-80 Rochon, Claude 


1968 Rochon, Henedine 





Paull, Helga 1977-82 Rodrigue, Jeanne 
Payette, BR. 1925 Rodrigues, John. 
Perrier, Julia. 1948-64 Rogers, Marlene. 
Perron, Rheal 1952-59 Sabourin, Héléne 
Picard, Jacqueline. 1962-63 Samartiuk, Don 
Picard, Gisele 1969 Sauvé, Lillian. 
Piché, Ronald 1970-72 Schauenberg, Rita. 
Pidutti, Diane 1975-82 Sénécal, Leontine. 


Hastie, Wilhelmina 
Hayden; Norman W 
Heppner, Jani 
Hodsman, Margo 
Tanson, Floyd H. 
Jean, Jeanette 
Keir, Jeanette 





Deschenes, Cecilia Kelly, Linda 
Dickey, Annabel Kidd, John T. 
Edwards, Coral L. King, Marguerite 
Evershed, Doris Klein, Ruby 


Lapierre, Linda 
Leppanen, Margaret 
Lewis, Suzanne 
Lidkea, Meron 
Lisk, Marjorie 
Loucks, Jean 


Gordon, Bob Lukan, Bill 
Gordon, Patricia Lukan, Wanda 
Graham, Norma MacKay, Cecilia 








1976-77 Shelegey, Olga. 1961 
1971 Shonivise, Louise. 1974 
1927-38 Silvestri, Mary 1977 
1965-73 Simonetti, Domenico. 1980-82 
1966 Sokoloski, Ruth 1966 
1955 Soucie, Beatrice 1925 
St. Germain, Ange-Annette, . 1948-53 

1972-73 Steklasa, Anne Marie 1978-79 
Squarzola, Linda 1975-81 

1970-71 Squarzola, Tulio. 1969-73 
1976 Stuart, Barbara 1977 
198182 Sullivan, Elva! 1930 
194244 Tanguay, Marie 1921-22 
1968-78 Tarini, Carlo 1972.73 
1965-66  Tassé,” Joceyin. 1973 
1927-30 Thibaudeau, Liliane. 1943-47 
1972-75 Touchette, ‘Jocelyne. 1969 
1968- Vaillancourt, Sharon 1968 
196466 Van Horn, Janice 1972-73 
1965.68 Vallely, C. 1973-74 
1962-72 Vrebosch, Michael. 1968 
1969 Wainman, Claudette. 1976-78 
1943-52-5663 Walker, Sharon 1980 
1979-82 Weishar, Gertrude. 1957 
1926 White, Ellen. 195$ 
1962 Wightman, Elizabeth 1969 
1912-14 Zamiska, Emil 1965-66 
Zanchetta, Betty 1974 


MacKinnon, Doreen 
Mark, Ray M. 
McBeth, Muriel 
MeColeman, Connie 
MeCormick, Jeanette 
MeCrindle, Norma 
MeMartin, Maxie 
MeNaughion, Lola 
Metcalfe, George A. 
Morris, Sarah 
Newman, David J 
Newton, Marlene 
Nichols, Vera 

On, Isabelle 
Pellinen, Linda 
Perey, Pansy 

Pigott, Elsie 

Philip, Grace 
Robinson, Lisa 
Ross, Margaret E. 








Public School Staff — 1912-1979 


Ross, Ruth 
Saville, Harold 
Senecal, Leontine 
Shoup, Ino M. 
Sissons, Bob 
Slessor, Ivy 
‘Smythe, Vera 
Sokoloski, Ruth 
Steinke, Marjorie 
Strain, Maudie G. 
Tompkins, Ethel M. 
Vorwerk, Carol 
Walker, Dorothy 
Walker, Norma 
Warnica, Roy W. 
Woodard, Muriel 
Zadow, Wynona M. 
Zinck, Ella S. 
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Coniston Continuation 
School Teachers 
1925-1962 


Maurice Beauchemin 1955-57 incl Fred Harvie 1928-43 Helen McHenry 1943-44 
Joseph O. Brule 1928-30 Andre-Pierre Hurtubise 1958-62 Harold Norton 1960-62 incl 
Gerald Coones 1945 Florence Joy 1943-45 Edward J. Orendorff 1943-62 
Corinne Calderone 1925-28 incl. Richard Llewelyn 1958-59 incl Duncan Pierce 1930-43 incl. 
Roland A. Demers 1930 Joan MacKenzie 1944-47 Frank Purdy 1925-28 incl. 
Augustin Duval 1954 Gerald Maher 1953 Gertrude Wilson 1937 
Margaret Ferguson 1947-58 incl Victorie Malkin 1939-43 incl. 

Mr, Fisher 1953 Mary Mattaini 1947 


Public School Trustees 
1913-1968 incl. 


Ernie Bray Robert Hood Frank Simms 
Aubrey R. Chiswell Paul Hugli Harry Sinclair 

Ken Clarke J. Laughland William H. Soule 
David Cresswell Bob Muirhead John Stacey Jr. 
Leslie Cresswell Wilfred Patterson John Stacey Sr. 
Claude Deeks Elsie Pigott Einar Stroun 

Bill Easton John L. Rogerson Charlie Walker 
Argyle Eastwood J. Ross William J. Warwick 


Walter Haddon 


Doctors & Denti: 
1913 - 1983 





Dr. W.H. Cameron Steve Kosar 
Dr. Erol James Hinds (Dentist) Dr. Kudy 

Dr. William Spencer Johns Dr. Eugene Kosar 

Dr. S. Bennett Dr. Harold Sender 

Dr. Charles P. Jessop Dr. HS. Judge (Dentist) 
Dr. William H.B. Preston Dr. Bernard Noel Te Tilly 
Dr. W.R. Kober 
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Municipal Government 





























CONISTON was part of the Township of Neelon which Order A4741 effective January 1, 1934, and remained such 
had a legal existence and corporate status from and after until the establishment of Regional Government and the 


the 18th day of March 1905. enactment of Bill 164, The Regional Municipality of 
The Town of Coniston was incorporated under the provi- Sudbury Act, effective January 1, 1973. 
sions of the Municipal Act by Ontario Municipal Board 





Town Councils | 


MAYORS  COUNCILLORS 








1934-1941. Johnson, A. McKerral, F. Stevenson, 1958 G. Bloemmen, G. Sartor, L. Rouselle, 
ET. Austin A, Halverson, H. Benoit, A. Desautels W. Evershed  L Gauthier, F. Leblanc, J. Fera 
1942-1944. Johnson, A. McKerral, W. McLaughlin 1959 G. Bloemmen, F. Leblanc, J. Fera, 
ET. Austin A. Halverson, H. Benoit, A. Desautels W. Evershed  O. Halverson, J. Mislinski, M. Beauchemin 
1945-1946 A. McKerral, A. Halverson, A. Desautels, 1960 J, Mislinski, O. Halverson, G. Bloemmen, 
ET, Austin J. Carey, W. Coppo, M. Solski M. Beauchemin J. Fera, K. Conlon, F. Leblanc 

1947 A. McKerral, A. Desautels, H. Benoit, 1961 J. Mislinski, G. Bloemmen, L. Crema, 
R. Snitch W. Coppo, M. Solski, H. Patterson M. Beauchemin F. Leblanc, J. Ruddy, G. Sartor 

1948 H. Benoit, A. Halverson, A. MeKerral, 1962 O. Halverson, R. MacNeil, J. Fera, 

R. Snitch A. Desautels, J. Angove, L. Gauthier M. Beauchemin G. Sartor, F.'Leblane, A. Zanutto 
1949 H. Benoit, A. McKerral, J. Angove, 1963 R. MacNeil, F. Leblanc, J. Buchowski, 
R. Snitch A. Desautels, A. Halverson, L. Gauthier M. Solki  P. Gniazdoski, O. Halverson, J. Cook 
1950 HH. Benoit, A. MeKerral, A. Halverson. 1964 R. MacNeil, J. Cook, S. Buchowski, 

R. Snich A. Desautels, J. Angove, L. Gauthier M. Solski JL Fera, ©. Halverson, P. Gniazdoski 
1951 A. Mekerral, A. Desautels, J. Angove, 1965 J. Cook, R. MacNeil, O. Halverson. | 
R. Snitch L. Gauthier, W. Evershed, T. Paradis M. Solski  P. Gniazdoski, J. Fera, U, Comacchio 
1952 A. MeKerral, A. Desautels, W. Coppo, 1966-1967 G. Sartor, O. Halverson, J. Fera, 

R. Snitch W. Evershed, W. Kilimnik, L. Rouselle M. Solski  P. Gniazdoski, T. Paradis, J. Barbe 
1953 A. Desautels, T. Paradis, W. Evershed, 1968-1969 T. Paradis, G. Sartor, N. Zanutto, 

W. Kilimnik L. Rouselle, D. Lepage, A. McKerral M. Solki P. Gniazdoski, J. Fera, J. Barbe 

1954 A. MeKerral, D. Lepage, W. Evershed, 1970 P. Gniazdoski, Dr. E. Kosar, J. Barbe, 
W. Kilimnik T. Paradis, L. Rouselle, G. Sartor M. Solski _T. Paradis, N. Zanutto, J. Fera 

1955 A. McKerral, G. Sartor, D. Lepage, 1971 P. Gniazdoski, J. Barbe, J. Fera, 

W. Kilimnik  W. Evershed, T. Paradis, L. Rouselle M. Solski  G. Sartor, N. Zanutto, T. Paradis 

1956 À. McKerral, G. Sartor, L. Gauthier, 1972 T. Paradis, J. Rodriguez, J.M. Bidal, 
W. Kilimnik  W. Evershed, T. Paradis, L. Rouselle M. Solski  P. Gniazdoski, J. Barbe, N. Zanutto 
1957 G. Bloemmen, G. Sartor, W. Evershed, 

W. Kilimnik L. Gauthier, L. Rouselle, T. Paradis 
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